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14 SPORT11 Dhawan, Pujara hit
tons on Day 1

WORLD
People trying to 

‘dig up’ Diana

WEATHER
Max: 33OC 
Min: 24OC 
Rainfall: Nil

ASTROGUIDE
Hevilambi: Aadi 11

Tithi: Chaturthi
Star: Puram
Rahukalam:

1.30 pm to 3 pm
Yamagandam: 

6 am to 7.30 am 
PRAYERS

Fajar: 5.00 am
Zohar: 1.00 pm  
Asar: 4.00 pm

Maghrib: 6.49 pm 
Isha: 8.30 pm

SUNSET TODAY 6.38 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.53 AM

MOONRISE TODAY 9.25 AM  
MOONSET TOMORROW 9.55 PM

Luxembourg: The European
Court of Justice (ECJ)  kept

Palestinian Islamist move-
ment Hamas on the EU ter-

rorism blacklist on Wednes-
day and removed Sri Lankan

separatist rebels, the Tamil
Tigers.  The court said that

EU had not produced any
evidence to show that there
was a risk of the LTTE carry-
ing out attacks after its mili-

tary defeat in 2009. "The
Court of Justice therefore
confirms the annulment of

the continued freezing of the
LTTE's funds," it said.  ■ P4

EU court removes
LTTE from terrorism

blacklist

New Delhi: No concrete evi-
dence has emerged to con-

clude that the 39 Indians
abducted from Mosul in Iraq
three years back have been

killed, External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj said
on Wednesday and asserted

that she "will not commit
the sin" of declaring them

dead without any proof.

Sushma: Saying 39
Indians dead in Iraq
without proof is sin

London: Sperm counts in
men from America, Europe,
Australia and New Zealand

have dropped by more than
50 per cent in less than 40
years, researchers said on

Wednesday.
They also said the rate of

decline is not slowing. Both
findings — in a meta-analysis

bringing together various
studies — pointed to a

potential decline in male
health and fer-

tility.

Sperm count drop
could make man

extinct

COUNTER POINT

Market report
24 ct (1 gm): `2,897.00

22 ct (1 gm): `2,709.00

Bar (1 Kg): `37,965

Sensex 32,382.46 pts 

Nifty 10,020.65 pts

US$: `64.33 Euro: `74.84

GOLD

SILVER

INDICES

EXCHANGE

Trump bars transgenders from armed forces
Washington, July 26:
President Donald Trump is
barring transgender people
from serving in the mili-
tary “in any capacity,” cit-
ing “tremendous medical
costs and disruption.”

Trump’s announcement
Wednesday morning on
Twitter did not say what
would happen to transgen-
der people already in the
military.

The president tweeted
that after consulting with

“Generals and military
experts,” the government
“will not accept or allow
Transgender individuals to

serve in any capacity in the
U.S. Military.”

“Our military must be
focused on decisive and
overwhelming victory and
cannot be burdened with
the tremendous medical
costs and disruption that
transgender in the military
would entail,” he added.

At the Pentagon, mem-
bers of the staff of Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis
appeared to have been
caught unaware by

Trump’s tweets.
A Pentagon spokesman,

Navy Capt. Jeff Davis,
declined to answer ques-
tions about what Trump’s
tweets mean for the current
policy, including whether
transgender people already
serving in the military will
be kicked out. “Call the
White House,” he said.

Davis later released a
statement, saying, “We
refer all questions about
the president’s statements

to the White House. We will
continue to work closely
with the White House to
address the new guidance
provided by the comman-
der in chief on transgender
individuals serving the
military. We will provide
revised guidance to the
department in the near
future.”

The White House press
office did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. — AP

Nitish quits as CM, to be
back with BJP support

■ Listened to my conscience, says Bihar leader

SREEPARNA
CHAKRABARTY AND
NAYER AZAD | DC
NEW DELHI/PATNA, JULY 26

Curtains fell on the Grand
Alliance on Wednesday
with Nitish Kumar resign-
ing as Bihar chief minister
and dumping his allies -
RJD and the Congress.
The “ghar wapsi” of the
Bihar chief minister, a for-
mer NDA ally, was com-
plete as the BJP immedi-
ately swung into action
and announced its sup-
port. 

Mr Kumar is scheduled
to be sworn-in today, prob-
ably with some new
Cabinet colleagues.

In Bihar Assembly, with
243 seats, the magic num-
ber is 122. While the JD(U)
has 71 MLAs, the BJP has
53, taking their total to 124.
Add to that NDA allies'
(the LJP, RLSP and HAM)
five MLAs. 

Mr Kumar's “home com-
ing” (he was part of the
NDA till Narendra Modi
became its prime ministe-
rial candidate in 2014) is a
major victory for the saf-
fron brigade and a severe
blow to the Opposition and
its plan for a “united secu-

lar alliance” in 2019. 
That Mr Kumar's sur-

prise move to step down
was a part of a well
thought out script became
somewhat evident as the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reacted instantly
after the chief minister
stepped down. 

Mr Modi tweeted, “Con-
gratulations! Mr Nitish
Kumar for joining the
fight against corruption.
1.25 crore people are wel-
coming and supporting his
honesty  For the bright
future of the country, and
especially Bihar, it is the
need of the hour to rise
above political differences
and join the fight against
corruption.”

Privacy notional, not
fundamental right: AG
J. VENKATESAN | DC
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

The Centre on Wednesday
asserted in the Supreme
Court that the concept of
privacy is a notional one
and not a fundamental
right enshrined in the
Constitution.

Attorney General K.K.
Venugopal, making this
submission before a nine-
judge Constitution Bench
comprising the Chief
Justice J.S. Khehar and
Justices J.Chelameswar,
S.A. Bobde, R.K. Agrawal,
Rohinton Nariman, A.M.
Sapre, D.Y. Chandrachud,
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
Abdul Nazeer said privacy
is too vague to qualify as a
fundamental right. The
bench is examining
whether right to privacy is
a fundamental right or not
as two judgments of the
apex court in 1954 and 1962
had held that it is not a

fundamental right.
The AG argued that there

could be no independent
right called right to priva-
cy, and that privacy is only
a sociological notion, not a
legal concept. "Every
aspect of it does not qualify
as a fundamental right, as
privacy also includes the
subtext of liberty. No need
to recognise privacy as an
independent right.
Defining the contours of
privacy is not possible.
Privacy is as good a notion
as pursuit of happiness."

The AG said, "If privacy

were to be declared a fun-
damental right, then it can
be a qualified right." He
asked judges to state that
only some aspects of priva-
cy are fundamental, not all,
and it is a limited funda-
mental right that can be
taken away in legitimate
state interest. He said that
in developing countries
something as amorphous
as privacy could not be a
fundamental right, that
other fundamental rights
such as food, clothing, shel-
ter etc. override the right
to privacy.

The AG said, "If
privacy were to
be declared a
fundamental
right, then it can
be a qualified
right"

HC ASKS SEC:
WHEN CAN LOCAL
POLLS BE HELD
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

The Madras high court on
Wednesday directed the
state election commission
to furnish before it on Au-
gust 1 the possible time fr-
ame for conducting the el-
ections to the local bodies.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Indi-
ra Banerjee and Justice
M.Sundar, posted to Au-
gust 1 further hearing of
an appeal filed by the
state election commission
and the petition filed by
the DMK party relating to
local body elections. ■ P4

3 WOMEN
KILLED IN
ROAD MISHAP
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

Three women flower ven-
dors died and eight oth-
ers, including six women,
were injured when the
mini load vehicle in
which they were 
travelling to the
Koyambedu market
crashed against a con-
crete mixer vehicle
parked on the Chennai
bypass near Thiruneer-
malai early on
Wednesday morning. The
accident happened at
around 5.25 am. ■ P3

J.V. SIVA PRASANNA
KUMAR
CHENNAI, JULY 26

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who will be in Rame-
swaram on Thursday to
dedicate the former Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam's
memorial to the nation, wi-
ll also inaugurate the mu-
ch awaited newly laid Dh-
anushkodi road that links
the abandoned pilgrim
town. It was devastated in

the 1964 cyclonic storm.
The once flourishing tra-

de centre, Danushkodi was
abandoned and it became a
ghost town after the cyclo-
nic storm almost destro-

yed the land strip and wip-
ed out the rail link on the
night of December 22, 1964.

He would 'dedicate to the
nation, the missing link of
9.5-km-long stretch of NH
49 (new NH no 87) from
Mukuntharayar Chathi-
ram to Arichamunai' in
the presence of Governor
Ch Vidyasagar Rao and
Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami, while
addressing a rally near
Mandapam camp. ■ P5

Acrimonious scenes in Rajya
Sabha over Jaitley remarks 
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

The Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday witnessed th-
ree adjournments in the
pre-lunch session after
the treasury benches acc-
used the Opposition, ma-
inly Congress, of "misus-
ing" adjournment motion
for the benefit of televi-
sion cameras and stalling
proceedings to disallow a
BJP member from rais-

ing latest evidence in the
Samjhauta blast case. 

Leader of the House and
finance minister Arun Ja-
itley also demanded th-at
the remarks of Congress
MP Anand Sharma, re-

ferring to President Ram
Nath Kovind's speech, be
expunged, while Oppositi-
on members asked the
Chair to expunge Jaitley's
remarks against them.

As soon as the House st-
arted, Samajwadi Party's
Naresh Agarwal, through
a point of order, sough
clarification whether the
government has decided
to scrap the newly-laun-
ched `2,000 note and in-
troduce a `1,000 coin. 

Amit Shah is to
contest RS seat
New Delhi, July 26:
BJP president Amit
Shah is set to make his
debut as a member of
Parliament with the
BJP parliamentary
board on Wednesday
announcing him as its
candidate for the
August 8 Rajya Sabha
elections from Gujarat. 

The board, whose
meeting was attended
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Shah
and other members, also
re-nominated Smriti
Irani for the second of
three seats going to the
polls in the BJP bastion,
senior party leader J P

Nadda told reporters. A
five-term MLA from the
state, Shah's entry into
the Upper House will be
a boost for the saffron
party, which remains in
a minority in the Rajya
Sabha. 

— PTI

Lalu says Nitish
action pre-planned
Patna, July 26: RJD chief
Lalu Prasad on Wednes-
day said Nitish Kumar's
resignation as Bihar Chief
Minister was “pre-
planned” as he has
not ruled out the
possibility of join-
ing hands with the
BJP. 

Addressing repor-
ters after Nitish Ku-
mar resigned over the cor-
ruption allegations agai-
nst Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, Lalu

Prasad called for a meet-
ing of the MLAs of the
Grand Alliance — JD-U,
RJD and Congress — to

elect a new leader. 
“Nitish is playing
into the hands of
the BJP. After
resigning as Chief
Minister he did not

rule out the possibil-
ity of joining hands

with the BJP. Everyone
knows that Nitish is
aligned with Modi,” Lalu
told reporters here. 

Cardinal Pell
denies abuse

charges
Melbourne, July 26 :he
most senior Vatican
official ever charged
in the Catholic Church
sex abuse crisis made
his first court appear-
ance in Australia
today in a scandal
that has stunned the
Holy See and threat-
ened to tarnish the
pope's image as a cru-
sader against abusive
clergy. — AP

ADVISOR TO POPE

Dhanushkodi road, washed
away in 1964, to open again

‘KUMAR
NOT

SAINT’
NITISH
KUMAR is
involved in
murder
case, says
Team Lalu

In the circum-
stances that pre-

vail in Bihar, it
became difficult to
run the grand
alliance government.

— NITISH KUMAR

For the bright future
of the country, and
especially Bihar, it is
the need of the hour
to rise above 
political differences
and join the fight
against corruption. 

— Narendra 
Modi, Prime 
Minister

SUSHIL KUMAR MODI to be Nitish
Kumar's deputy chief minister in
Bihar's new JDU-BJP government,
say people aware of the develop-
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Chief Minister Edappadi K.Palaniswami
on Wednesday distributed the unique ID
cards to differently abled persons
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■ Thundershowers To
Trickle Into Tamil Nadu

The dry spell has finally
come to an end with
thundershowers 
occurring across 
northern Tamil Nadu. Yet
another day of 
thundershowers is likely
in the southern 
peninsula as conditions
indicate possibilities of
storms later in the
evening. 
Meanwhile, the perilous
situation in Rajasthan
and Gujarat is likely to
start easing out. While
spotty showers are
expected in Tamil Nadu
and Rayalaseema, light
to moderate rains are
likely to occur along the
west coast.

■ Chennai — A hot and
humid day with the 
temperature touching
37-38 C. Thundershowers
likely in the night.

■ Madurai — Blazing day
with the temperature
exceeding 40 C. Rains
possible in the 
afternoon.

■ Trichy — Mundane
morning leading into a
searing afternoon with
the mercury hitting 40
C. Showers possible.

■ Coimbatore —
Comparatively cool
weather with the 
temperature capping 
at 33 C.

■ Vellore — Blistering
heat with a maximum of
38-39 C followed by
evening showers. 

ke
a.

m
e

ts
it

e.
co

m
Tamil Nadu

government is
enacting a

drama on Neet
issue 

— M.K. Stalin

Leader of
opposition 

24 HRS. HIGHLIGHTS

By recording 42C,
Madurai sets all time

high July Temperature

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26 

The Madras high court
has ordered notice to the
Inspector of Police, Cen-
tral Crime Branch, on a
petition from Varun Ku-
mar, IPS, which sought to
quash the proceedings
pending against him
before a city court under
the provisions of Dowry
Prohibition Act and Ta-
mil Nadu Prohibition of
Women Harassment Act.

Justice M.S.Ramesh
also dispensed with the
personal appearance of
Varun Kumar before the
XI Metropolitan Magis-
trate court, Saidapet, wh-
ere the case is pending.

According to Varun
Kumar, on a complaint fr-
om one G.Priya Dharsh-
ini that Varun Kumar
had betrayed her after
promising to marry her,
the CCB filed an FIR and
thereafter filed the
charge sheet. The defacto
complainant has foisted a
complaint against him
only with a mala fide
intention to harass him
and wreak vengeance. He
never had any criminal
intention to fraudulently
or dishonestly deceive
the complainant on the
pretext of marriage pro-
posal. At best, this was a

case of strained friend-
ship between the com-
plainant and him, which
turned sour subsequent-
ly and per se there was no
marriage arrangement
or negotiations whatsoev-
er, he added.

He said the lower court
failed to consider the
statements of the com-
plainant herself that she
was introduced as fiancé
of the petitioner to rela-
tives and friends, which
proves beyond doubt that
the petitioner had gen-
uine intention of marry-
ing her, however the mar-
riage discussions failed
to see the light of the day
due to estrangement and
difference of opinion.
Hence, the vital ingredi-
ent of "Deception to
inception" to attract the
offence of cheating was
completely missing. He
was charged for alleged
offences under the Dowry
Prohibition Act and TN
Prohibition of harass-
ment of Woman Act,

which itself was self-con-
tradictory. According to
the charge sheet section
417 was attracted for
alleged denial to marry
after making a false
promise to marry. On the
contrary, the final report
itself reads that the mar-
riage was allegedly mutu-
ally agreed and sched-
uled to take place in
December 2011 but fell
apart for want of dowry.
Therefore, no offence
under section 417 was
made out. The trial court
also failed to consider
that the report of the Do-
wry Prohibition Officer
has not been filed along
with the charge sheet
even the investigation
officer has referred to a
report filed by the Dowry
Prohibition Officer. The
prosecution has willfully
suppressed the report of
the Dowry Prohibition
Officer, for a very simple
reason that it favours him
and it concluded that no
dowry demand was made
at any point of time. The
intention of the complai-
nant was to maliciously
implicate the petitioner
in a dowry demand case
with an ulterior motive
only to wreck vengeance
and to quench her mani-
fest personal grudge,
Varun Kumar alleged. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

After messing up the Chen-
nai mega city mission, the
cash starved Chennai Corp-
oration is on a planning sp-
ree to execute smart ci-
ty projects. The civic body
is now breathing easy with
funds coming from the Cen-
tre’s Smart City project
and the state’s desilting
project. The civic body
which had suspended the
major infra projects until
last year is now on a spree
preparing detailed project
reports to beautify water
bodies, construct new sto-
rm water drains and dev-
elop parks in the retrieved
encroached lands.

According to secretariat
sources, T Nagar which
has been selected under
area-based development
based on the citizen’s ideas
and suggestions for the
smart city project will
have 40 components cost-
ing `877.92 crore. Also
under pan city initiative,
eight infrastructure com-

ponents have been identif-
ied at a cost of `488.31
crore. These projects will
be a jointly executed using
funds obtained from the
Centre, State and city corp-
oration, sources said.

Meanwhile, the Greater
Chennai Corporation had
also prepared a detailed
project report for Kosasth-
alaiyaru, Coovum, Adayar

and Kovalam Basin for the
length of 1069.40 Km of an
integrated storm water
drainage network at a proj-
ect cost of `4034.30 crore
and this project is also to be
taken up in a phased man-
ner, sources added.

Under the first phase of
the project, the restoration
of Coovum and Adayar
basin works is taken up and

storm water drain works for
a length of 280 kilometres at
a project cost of `1101.43
crore is in progress with
world bank funding under
Tamil Nadu Sustainable Ur-
ban Infrastructure Develo-
pment Project (TNSUDP),
sources said.

“As usual funding is never
a problem for Chennai cor-
poration, but the problem li-
es with the execution of inf-
ra projects. Hardly there are
any inspections by the corp-
oration officials carried out
to check fraudulent contra-
cts and I don’t remember
the city corporation blackli-
sting any contractors in the
recent times”, said social ac-
tivist and Madras High Co-
urt advocate R Govindaraj. 

However, the irony is that
the developments are hap-
pening in the wake of CAG
blasting the Chennai corpo-
ration for poor planning and
callousness in implement-
ing the Chennai mega city
mission project in which
new drains were demol-
ished and reconstructed at
an estimate of `54.33 crores.

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

In the past one week,
the corporation has
recovered lands to an
estimate of `25 crore,
including four grounds
of land in posh Shenoy
Nagar encroached by a
private school. Another
6,000-square foot area
encroached by a trader
in Pulla Reddy avenue
was also recovered last
week by the corpora-
tion officials.

Following the success-
ful recovery of land by
the Anna Nagar zonal
officials, the civic body
is also planning to
repeat the similar
encroachment drive in
another area coming
within the old Chennai
corporation limits. 

The corporation is
also fighting a few liti-
gations pending before
the Madras high court
and there are few stret-
ches of lands that had
to be acquired under

the open space reserve
notification of Chennai
Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority, Ripon
Building sources said. 

However, corporation
insiders also admitted
that the land grabbing
and the encroachment
in extended areas of
Chennai continue to be
unchecked. 

The recently annexed
areas coming on East
Coast Road and Old
Mahabalipuram Road
are still awaiting a
detailed encroachment
enumeration. Similarly,
there are large tracts of
lands encroached in
Madhavaram, Manali
and Thiruvottriyur,
sources said.

Nurses of Government Kasturba Gandhi Hospital take out a rally on Wednesday in  the
city, to create awareness on dengue. —DC

`25 cr encroached
lands recovered

Corpn now eyes smart city projects

TRYING TO MAKE A MARK

Teachers distribute class 10 marksheets to students at Everwin Vidhyashram at
Kolathur, in the city,  on Wednesday. —DC

Varun Kumar moves HC to
quash criminal proceedings

AGAINST DENGUE

LAASYA SHEKHAR | DC
CHENNAI, JULY 26

While the Central govern-
ment is mandating the pos-
session of Aadhaar cards,
there seems to be a major
difficulty in obtaining one.
Statistics from the Unique
Identification Authority of
India states that the Chen-
nai district with 200 divi-
sions has only 62 Aadhaar
card enrolment centres.
Lack of adequate instrum-
ents and functioning with-
out licenses are a few iss-
ues delaying the Aadhaar
card availing procedure.

Aadhaar cards can be
obtained through three
offices: Tamil Nadu Arasu
cable TV Corporation (TA-
CTV), Common Services
Centres (CSC) and Electron-
ics Corporation of Tamil
Nadu Limited (Elcot). Wh-
ile the public is aware of the
initial two schemes, there
seems to be no knowledge of
the Elcot offices, located in
many places including
Nandanam, Velachery and
Chennai collector’s office.

However, things are not
quite smooth with TACTV
and CSCs. It is a known sce-
nario that citizens who step
into the Arasu cable TV
offices are asked to come

after a month for the enrol-
ment of Aadhaar cards,
due to the huge waiting
list. A. Swathi, who went to
a TACTV office at Egmore
said, “They were not even
bothered to take down the
details. I was asked to come
after a month, to finish the
formalities.”

Officials from the TACTV
said that they provide
around 900 Aadhaar enrol-
ments in a month and that
there is a huge waiting list
in many prime centres.

Major lapses could be
witnessed with the func-
tioning of CSCs in the
same address, without ade-
quate instruments. To cite
a few examples, three cen-

tres are functioning in the
Kalaivanar Street of MGR
Nagar, with just one instru-
ment. “Similarly, two cen-
tres in Ashok Nagar are
functioning without
enough instruments. In few
places, there is not even
one centre. It is a huge mal-
practice, as according to
CSC rules, an agent should
not hold more than one ID
and the centres should be
in different localities,” said
RTI activist V
Gopalakrishnan.

Deccan Chronicle had ear-
lier reported on the mal-
practice, during which the
officials of CSC assured to
carry out an inspection at
the earliest.

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26 

In one of the examples
that explains the irregu-
larities in TNEPDS, a sin-
gle Aadhaar number has
been given to two per-
sons. . N Vijaya Kumar,
who went to the ration
card office to feed his
Aaadhar card to obtain
smart card, was shocked
to see a different person’s
name in his Aadhaar
number.

“My Aadhaar card num-
ber is 844414486447. When
officials checked the
same number in the fami-
ly address, it showed a
different name called

Joseph. However, when
checked individually, it

showed right. How can I
use my smart card as an

identity, if it is not genui-
ne,” asked Vijaya Kumar. 

The same has happened
to Vijaya Kumar’s wife
Aadhaar number as her
number is given to anoth-
er person with the name –
Swaminathan Kathivadi
Ramanathan.

In yet another example,
the Aadhaar number
822020485766 shows two
names – R. Saravanan and
Bhoovinathan Ganesh.

“It could be due to the
errors in programming.
The people concerned can
raise a complaint to toll
free number – 1967,” said a
TNEPDS official. However,
there are no provisions to
correct online, he added.

Big demand, fewer
centres for Aadhaar

Two names linked with same no.

■ Chennai with 200 divisions has only 62 enrolment centres

`Two common
service centres in
Ashok Nagar are
functioning without
enough
instruments. It is a
huge malpractice,
as according to
CSC rules, an agent
should not hold
more than one ID
and the centres
should be in
different localities 

- V. GOPALAKRISHNAN
RTI activist

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

SRM University, Che-
nnai and SRM Univer-
sity AP – Amaravati ha-
ve entered into a strate-
gic partnership with the
College of Engineering,
UC Berkeley, through
global partnerships
with the Dado and Ma-
ria Banatao Centre for
Global Education and
Outreach from Berkeley
Engineering (GLOBE),
the Sutardja Center for
Entrepreneurship and
Technology [SCET], and
the Jacobs Institute for
Design Innovation. 

“We aim to bring a
confluence of interna-
tional ideas, technologi-
cal innovation, and
social impact to the
region. Thus creating
an ecosystem of innova-
tion for the entire cities
of Amaravati and Chen-
nai and building a sec-
ond Bay Area”, says Dr.
P. Sathyanarayanan,
President of SRM
University. 

Faculty members are
to be the backbone of
this culture; UC
Berkeley will provide
support in the design
and development of
courses to bring the con-
cepts of design thinking
and innovation to SRM.
UC Berkeley will also
facilitate SRM faculty
visits to the US for
capacity building. 

SRM students will be
given the opportunity to
spend a semester abroad
to learn engineering at
the Jacobs Institute and
SCET. A few selected
students with entrepre-
neurial ambitions will
attend bootcamps at the
Jacobs Institute and
SCET. 

More than 10 major
lakes in greater
Chennai are to be

beautified by the state using
World Bank funds. The state
through consultants has
identified the lakes that are
to be restored and works related to
detailed project report is taken up for the
neglected water bodies. Narayanapuram
lake, Zamin Pallavaram Periya Eri,
Kilkattalai lake, Avadi Paruthipattu lake,
Velachery, Nanmangalam Lake, Kolathur
lake, the wetlands in Kovilambakkam and
Kadapakkam are to be beautified.

BEAUTIFICATION OF LAKES 

● While the
public is aware
of TACTV and

CSC there
seems to be no
knowledge of

the Elcot offices

SRM partners
with Berkeley
College of
Engineering  

Ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi, artistes carve the idols in the city on Wednesday. —DC

CHATURTHI NEARING

A huge crowd waits outside a Common Service Centre at
Thirumangalam. —DC

● Following the 
successful recovery
of land, the civic
body is also 
planning to repeat
the similar
encroachment drive
in another area
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DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

A PIL has been filed in the
Madras high court to direct
authorities to send a high-
level official delegation to
negotiate with the Andhra
Pradesh government to
secure at least 5 tmc feet of
Krishna water from the
Srisailam reservoir as per
the agreement between
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu governments to meet
the drinking water need.

A division bench compris-
ing Justices M.
Sathyanarayanan and N.
Seshasayee, before whom the
petition filed by advocate
A.P. Suryaprakasam came up
for hearing, adjourned it
to August 9, after Special gov-
ernment pleader A.N.
Thambidurai accepted notice
and sought time to file count-
er affidavit.

The bench said
Suryaprakasam, the petition-
er/party-in-person submitted
that the state of TN was fac-
ing its worst serious drought
in 130 years and all the three

major lakes, serving as a
drinking water reservoir
catering to the drinking
water needs of Chennai,
went bone dry and people
used to purchase water for
money.

The petitioner further sub-
mitted that as per the agree-
ment reached between the
state of TN and Andhra
Pradesh, Krishna water was
being supplied and the

required quantum of water
has not reached the zero
point for the reason that
water channel was not prop-
erly maintained and very
many persons illegally
extract water from the canal
and the said fact was further
adding to the misery. 

It was further contended
that Srisailam dam, which
supplies drinking water to
Tamil Nadu was brimming

in full with rain water and it
almost reached 90 per cent
capacity and if the authori-
ties use their good office,
there was a likelihood that
the state of Andhra Pradesh
would definitely show its
benevolence for release of
water and prayed for appro-
priate orders. “A.N.
Thambidurai, SGP accepts
notice on behalf of the
authorities and seeks time
to file counter. Call
on August 9”, the bench
added.

DRDO chairman S.Christopher will receive 
honorary doctorate at the 26th convocation of
Sathyabama University in Chennai on Saturday
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The court
direction to sing
Vande Mataram

will cause
confusion 

—M.H.
Jawahirullah 
Manithaneya

Makkal Katchi
(MMK) leader

SHORT TAKES
Traffic diversions

near Tidel Park
from tomorrow

Chennai: In a supposed move
to ease traffic congestion on

Rajiv Gandhi Salai (OMR),
especially between Tidel park

junction and SRP tools junc-
tion, city traffic police have
announced traffic modifica-

tions on a pilot basis. The
diversions will come into effect
from Friday, according to offi-

cials. According to the new
modifications, right turn from
OMR towards CSIR road and
from CSIR road towards SRP

tools will be restricted and the
vehicles will now have to take

a longer route to reach their
destination. “Vehicles coming
from CSIR Road intending to

go to SRP Tools will be allowed
to ply on OMR towards Tidel

Park Signal to take ‘U’ turn
and then reach SRP Tools.

Similarly, the vehicles coming
along OMR from Tidel Park

Signal intending to go to CSIR
road will now have to ply on

OMR towards SRP Tools and to
take ‘U’ Turn can reach

Ascendas and CSIR," accord-
ing to an official statement.
The service road in front of

Tidel Park will be converted as
one way towards Madhya
Kailash. Further, the light

motor behicles coming from
CSIR road and OMR from SRP

Tools intending to go to
Madhya Kailash Junction can

take left turn towards the
Service Road (incoming direc-

tion ) in-between Ascendas
Junction and Tidel Park Signal

towards Madhya Kailas to
reach their destination. “These
traffic modifications are plann-

ed to be implemented on a
trial basis,” a police officer said. 

Chennai: Two persons includ-
ing a policeman were killed in

separate road accidents in
the city on Tuesday. The

policeman, Saravana Kumar
(45) of Minjur was on patrol

duty in his two-wheeler at
Nethaji Nagar near Ennore

beach road when a container
truck hit his vehicle on July
19. He was admitted to the
Rajiv Gandhi Government
general hospital where he

succumbed to his injuries on
Tuesday, police said. The
deceased policeman was

working as a head constable
attached to Ennore police

station. Following his death,
Madhavaram traffic wing

police registered a case of
negligent driving against con-

tainer truck driver Raja (27)
of Red Hills. He was produced
before a court and remanded
to judicial custody. In another

incident near Thirumudi-
vakkam, an under-age bike

rider was killed while his
friend survived the accident
with injuries after their bike

rammed onto another vehicle
moving ahead. The deceased

was identified as G. Sanjay
Kumar (16), a resident of

Baranipudhur near Mangadu.
A class 10 drop-out, Sanjay

Kumar along with his friend,
Kirubakaran (20), was on his
way to get application forms

for an Industrial Training
Institute (ITI) when they met
with the accident along the
Vandalur-Minjur outer ring

road. Sanjay Kumar was killed
on the spot while the pillion

rider was admitted to the
Chromepet GH for treatment.

Under-age biker,
cop die in mishaps

Chennai: Police are on the
lookout for burglar(s) who
broke into a private firm in

Gaiety complex off Anna
Salai and escaped with cash

worth `8 lakh during the early
hours of Wednesday. Prelim-

inary investigations have sug-
gested that the gang had

gained entry by removing the
grille of the emergency exit
on the sixth floor office that

houses the private steel firm.
Police suspect insider

involvement in the break-in.
Police are also enquiring the
building security who claims

to have not seen the gang
enter or exit the building.

However, investigators are in
luck as CCTV grab of the sus-

pects have been secured.

Cash stolen from
private firm

To facilitate
motorists
involved in
traffic viola-
tions to pay
spot fine
amount
through credit
or debit cards,
city traffic
police has
issued 100 POS
(Point of Sale
Machines) to
cops.

— DC

■ Minister Jayakumar’s pic portrayed in obscene manner

2 admins of WhatsApp
group, member arrested
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 27

Two administrators of a
WhatsApp group and a
group member were
arrested by Kancheepu-
ram police for allegedly
posting a morphed pic-
ture of state finance min-
ister D. Jayakumar and
portraying him in an
obscene manner in
online message platform.

The police action was
based on a complaint fr-
om another member of
the group called ‘Somang-
alam Nanbargal group’.

The arrested were iden-

tified as Senthil Kumar,
33, his brother Ramesh,
39, who were the adminis-
trators of the group along
with Gunasekaran, 27,
the member who alleged-
ly posted the ‘objection-
able’ material in the
group. The two brothers

administrating the group
manage a tea shop in
Somangalam while Gun-
asekaran worked in a pri-
vate firm in Oragadam
industrial area.

According to the police,
the complaint was from
one Singaravelan, a resi-

dent of Manimangalam.
Gunasekaran posted

the objectionable mor-
phed picture of the min-
ister in the group on July
20 after which
Singaravelan lodged a
complaint with the
Somangalam police sta-
tion.

The police team after
consulting with the office
of SP, Kancheepuram ar-
rested the three under
the sections of IT act 67
and 67 (A). The three
were remanded to judi-
cial custody by a court in
Sriperumbadur and
lodged in Puzhal prison.

People fill their pots from metro water pipeline on 
Swami Sivananda Road on Wednesday. — DC

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

In an effort to increase
transparency and in a
move towards cashless
spot fine system, city
police have gone digital by
equipping their traffic
wing with Point of Sale
(POS) machines to deduct
fine from traffic violators
through debit or credit
cards.

One hundred POS
machines have been dis-
tributed to traffic enforce-
ment wing personnel
across the city and the
process will be opera-
tional with immediate

effect, police said.
“The violators can pay

the spot fine amount
through Credit or Debit
Cards using the POS
machines available with
Traffic Officers. The viola-
tors without credit or
debit card can pay the spot
fine through cash as per
the existing system,” a
senior police officer said
adding that the personnel
of Traffic wing have been
duly trained for operating
the POS machines.

The POS machines have
been procured from the
State Bank of India (SBI),
police sources said. Police
are already using e-chal-

lan machines to print
receipts of spot fines and
efforts are on to see if pro-
visions can be made to add
the feature of swiping
cards to these machines.
City police has in its pos-
session over 300 e-challan
machines, police said.

As far as the POS mac-
hines are concerned, the
100 machines are distrib-
uted to traffic zones, wh-
ich record maximum nu-
mber of violators.  In due
course, extra devices wo-
uld be procured, officials
said.  The amount deduct-
ed from the traffic viola-
tors will be routed to the
road safety fund.

City police goes digital to
collect fine from violators

From P1

Local residents and
other motorists were
engaged in shifting the
injured to the hospital
while police turned up
late and ‘108’ ambu-
lance failed to reach the
spot on time, noted
police sources. The
body of a woman, who
died on the spot, was on
the road for more than
an hour till her son
reached the spot and
begged for cloth to
cover her face, to keep
away flies.

Two injured women
transported in private
cars died later in the
hospital, while the
injured were taken in
an ambulance of a pri-
vate hospital and were
admitted to the govern-
ment hospital.

Police identified the
deceased as M. Sujatha,
45, A. Vasanthi, 41 and
R. Tamilarasi. All
hailed from
Ratinamangalam areas
where a Kubera temple
is located. The flower
vendors wanted to go to
the market early and

come back to the temple
before devotees start
visiting the temple for
Aadi Pooram, on
Wednesday.

They started their
journey at around 4.45
am in the minivan, driv-
en by Manikandan,
with Muthazhagu,
owner of the vehicle
and Sujatha sitting the
front cabin. Eight oth-
ers were travelling in
the cargo space of the
mini lorry when the
accident happened.

Poonamallee traffic
police, after more than
an hour tussle with

Chromepet traffic wing
over jurisdiction, said
they had arrested the
driver of the concrete
mixture vehicle for
allegedly causing the
accident.

Ambulance reaches spot
one hour after mishap

DRIVER ARRESTED MAN TAKES
CHEEKY DIG
AT DGP, HELD
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

In a major embarrass-
ment to the top cop of the
state, a man tied up a ban-
ner on the compound rail-
ings of the state police
headquarters office, tak-
ing a cheeky dig at the
Director General of
Police (DGP), T. K.
Rajendran, over his
alleged involvement in
the gutka scam  

The incident happened
around 10 am. The banner
hung right below the
arch, on the railings read,
'Gutkha warehouse' and
attributed the DGP as its
proprietor. The abbrevia-
tion of the official rank
was expanded as Dealer of
Gutka Products with the
contact details of the top
cop.

Police said that the ban-
ner was removed within a
few minutes of being put
up and the man was
detained for investiga-
tions. He was identified as
Senthil Murugan, a
native of Madurai. He
was arrested on charges
of trespassing, police
said.  

The income tax officials
stumbled upon the scam
while raiding gutka man-
ufacturers for evading
tax. During the raids,
ledger entries of a gutka
manufacturers was found
in which was it was
recorded that they had
bribed police officials in
crores of rupees to con-
duct their business in
Chennai, where ban on
sale of such tobacco prod-
ucts exists.

Though the TN govern-
ment has ordered DVAC
probe back into the find-
ings of income tax depart-
ment, which had handed
over a detailed report on
gutka manufacturer's led-
ger notes, recent media
leak of certain pages of
the report, had put many
officers who had served in
Chennai police, on a
sticky wicket. 

Property worth
`106 cr of 
granite group
attached by ED 
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

The Enforcement Dire-
ctorate has attached 48
immovable property
worth over `106 crore
belonging to Sindhu
Granite and Group
belonging to P. K.
Selvaraj after a case of
money laundering was
registered against the
firms, said a ED press
release on Wednesday.

During the investiga-
tion it was found that
Selvaraj and his family
members were running
3 firms Sindhu
Granites, Sree Laxmi
Granites and Sree
Murugan Enterprises
selling illegally mined
granite in domestic
and international mar-
ket. 
The sale proceeds were
used to purchase
immovable property
either in his name or in
the name of his family
members, the release
said.

It may be recalled
that ED had already
attached property
worth over `570 crore,
including assets valued
`528 crore belonging to
PRP group, in the past
after registering cases
under the Prevention
of Money Laundering
Act.

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

The Motor Accidents
Claims Tribunal, Chennai,
has directed an insurance
firm to pay a compensation
of `13.75 lakh for a BE stu-
dent who sustained griev-
ous injuries in a road acci-
dent caused by an Omni
bus in Karnataka three
years ago. He suffered 40
per cent disability follow-
ing the mishap.

In the petition, D. Jegan
of Avadi submitted that he
was doing BE in a private
engineering college near
Poonamallee. He was also
doing part time work and
earning `10,000 per month.
He was travelling along
with his friends in an
Omni bus at Madikeri,
Kodagu, Karnataka on
January 24, 2014.

The vehicle was driven
by Omprakash in a rash
and negligent manner.
While negotiating a curve
he lost control of the vehi-
cle and it rammed into an
electrical post near
Aranya Bhavan, Madikeri

at 2.15 pm. Jegan fell down
and sustained grievous
injuries. His left hand was
fractured. Jegan was
admitted to a private hospi-
tal in Bengaluru and later
in Chennai. Plastic sur-
gery was performed on
him. He underwent treat-
ment for over 50 days.

Jegan said he suffered 40
per cent disability. Due to
the accident, he was
unable to pursue the part
time work and studies

affected. The Madikeri
Traffic Police, Kodagu dis-
trict, registered a criminal
case against bus driver
under sections 279, 337 of
IPC.

The accident was caused
by the bus driver and
hence owner of the bus,

and the insurer of the
vehicle liable to pay a com-
pensation of `25 lakh.

In its reply, the insurance
firm stated that the acci-
dent occurred due to the
negligence of Jegan only,
who moved to the backside
in the bus along with his
friends. As there were two
immediate curves on the
road, the driver lost his
control over the vehicle
and dashed on the lamp
post.

Judge Small Causes
Court III, P. Velmurugan,
said due to the disability,
Jegan cannot carry
weights on his left hand
and he may face difficulty
in doing any work with his
hand as done prior to the
accident and his left hand
became unfit to do any
work. 

The judge directed the
insurance firm to pay him
a compensation of ` 13.75
lakh.

Insurance firm to pay
`13.75L to BE student

● The student 
sustained grievous
injuries in a road
accident caused
by an Omni bus in
Karnataka three
years ago

● The banner read,
‘Gutkha warehouse’
and attributed the
DGP as its 
proprietor

● After more than
an hour tussle with
Chromepet traffic
wing over jurisdic-
tion, said they had
arrested the driver
of the concrete
mixture vehicle for
allegedly causing
the accident

PIL to secure 5 tmcft water from Andhra

MISHAP LED TO DISABILITY

● It was further 
contended that Srisailam
dam, which supplies
drinking water to Tamil
Nadu was brimming in
full with rain water and it
almost reached 90 per
cent capacity and if the
authorities use their
good office, there was a
likelihood that the state
of Andhra Pradesh would
definitely show its
benevolence for release
of water

CYBER  BULLYING
■ Member of a

group called
‘Somangalam

Nanbargal group
filed a complaint

■ The two brothers
administrating the
group manage a tea
shop in
Somangalam

The ill-fated mini lorry — DC

STAND STILL

Stanley hospital subway has became a gridlock, as traffic is diverted to the
locality from Royapuram due to ongoing renovation work on Royapuram 
flyover. — DC
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CPM state secretary G.Ramakrishnan has
condemned the killing of Dalit youth at
Tiruvannamalai district
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CENTRE WILL
ISSUE COIN ON

MGR, SAYS OPS
Chennai: Union Government wi-

ll soon release a commemora-
tive coin on AIADMK founder

and late Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M.G. Ramachandran coin-
ciding with his birth centenary

year that is being observed, fo-
rmer Chief Minister O. Pannee-
rselvam said on Wednesday. In

a statement here,  Panneerselv-
am said he had made a request
to the Union Government in Ja-

nuary when he was Chief Min-
ister to bring a commemorative
coin in memory of the late lea-
der. “Heeding my request, the

Union Finance Ministry has sent
me a letter on July 17 saying

the central government has de-
cided to issue a commemora-

tive coin on the occasion of the
birth centenary of Puratchi Tha-

laivar (Revolutionary Leader-
MGR),” the former chief minis-
ter said in the statement. The

former Chief Minister also than-
ked Modi for the Centre’s deci-

sion in this regard. The six-
month long centenary celebra-
tions of MGR were inaugurated
by Panneerselvam's successor
K. Palaniswami on June 30 in

Madurai during which a series
of events will be held. The ev-
ents will culminate in a “grand
celebration” scheduled in Ch-

ennai in January next year.

Central
government 

should abandon
its plan 

to privatise
railway

stations 
—R. Mutharasan

CPI state
secretary 

SHORT TAKES

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26 

Chief Minister Edappadi
K. Palaniswami on Wed-
nesday opposed any mo-
ve to merge the Central
Institute of Classical Ta-
mil (CICT) in Chennai
with the Central Univer-
sity of Tamil Nadu
(CUT) in Tiruvarur.

At a meeting of the Go-
verning Board of Cent-
ral Institute of Classical
Tamil here chaired by
him, Palaniswami oppos-
ed the move saying the
institute should not lose
its autonomous status.

Adopting a resolution
opposing the merger, the
governing board asked
the Centre to ensure that
the autonomy of the
CICT is protected.

Citing recent reports in
a section of media that
CICT will come under
the ambit of Tiruvarur-
based Central University
of Tamil Nadu, a press
release said, “The insti-
tute should not lose its
autonomous status due
to any reason.”

Palaniswami also refer-
red to reports that had cl-
aimed that CICT, set up
by the Centre in 2008 four

years after Tamil was
accorded with Classical
Language status, would
lose its autonomy if it
came under the adminis-
trative control of the cen-
tral varsity.

Functioning under the
Union Human Resources
Development Ministry,
the CICT is focused on
Classical Tamil research
till circa 600 AD. CICT
must not be moved out of

Chennai, the resolution
passed at the fifth Gover-
ning Board meeting said.

Also, the Union HRD
ministry should allot fu-
nds to strengthen resear-
ch on Tamil literature
and to new schemes for
Tamil development, the
resolution added. 

As the controversy rag-
ed on the issue, the HRD
Ministry had stepped in-
to clarify that there was
no proposal to merge the
two institutes. From Ma-
rch 2006 to May 18, 2008,
the institute was functio-
ning from the Central In-
stitute of Indian Langua-
ges campus in Mysuru
and in 2008, it was ren-
amed as Centre for Exc-
ellence of Classical Ta-
mil and its premises shi-
fted to Chennai.

■ Governing board of CICT adopts resolution for autonomy

EPS not for Classical
Tamil Institute merger

SUPPORT SYSTEM

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, flanked by ministers, hands over a 
three-wheeler to a differently-abled person on Wednesday at the secretariat. He also 
distributed welfare assistance to others. — DC

VIJAY DIWAS

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26 

Following the submission
of the Commissioner of Po-
lice that the request from
the DMK to conduct a hu-
man chain protest on July
27 has been rejected, the
Madras high court has dis-
missed as infructuous, a
PIL, which sought a direc-
tion to the CoP not to per-
mit the DMK from holding
the protest against Neet
examination on July 27.

A division bench compr-
ising Chief Justice Indira
Banerjee and Justice M.
Sundar dismissed the PIL
from M.R. Saravanan, a
social activist and former
president of South Chen-
nai, Human Rights Feder-
ation.

In its order, the bench
said this writ petition
styled as a public interest
litigation has been filed
seeking a direction to the
Commissioner of Police
not to permit the DMK
political party from hold-
ing any strike, demonstra-
tion, dharna, human chain
protest on July 27 in rela-
tion to the Neet. 

Counsel appearing on be-
half of the petitioner sub-
mitted that any protest ag-
ainst Neet would be against
the judgment of the Supr-
eme Court. Additional adv-
ocate general C. Manish-
ankar on instructions sub-
mitted that permission to
hold protest has not been
granted by an order dated
July 25, 2017, of the com-
missioner of police. 

“There can be no doubt
that if there is any illegal
activity action would have
to be taken. However, an
order cannot be issued in
anticipation. The petition

has become infructuous by
reason of the order refus-
ing to grant permission to

the party concerned to hold
the protest”, the bench
added.

PIL to deny permission
for DMK protest rejected

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Tamil Nadu Government
will not allow genetically
modified (GM) mustard
in the state, agriculture
minister R. Doraikannu
said on Wednesday.

He also said the state
government would not
even allow testing of the
GM mustard in Tamil
Nadu. “We will not allow
GM mustard to be intro-
duced in Tamil Nadu. We
will not even allow their
testing in Tamil Nadu.
The Chief Minister will
take every step to ensure
that GM crops are not
introduced in Tamil Na-
du,” Doraikannu said.

His comments came as
farmers and political pa-
rties opposed the intro-
duction of GM crops in
the state. Farmers have
alleged that cultivation

of GM mustard would
directly hit their liveli-
hood.

Experts have cautioned
against the approval for
GM mustard’s commer-
cial cultivation in India
as it paves away to other
genetically modified cro-
ps. Health experts also
joined the farmers and
environmentalists in the
voice against the herbi-

cide tolerant crop like
GM Mustard, as they put
forth the health hazard
of the consumers.

The agriculture minis-
ter’s comments came as
Opposition Leader M.K.
Stalin wrote to Union en-
vironment minister Har-
sh Vardhan asking him
not to allow introduction
of GM mustard in the
country.

Will not permit GM 
mustard in TN: Agri min

DC CORRESPONDENT
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DMK Working President M
K Stalin on Wednesday wel-
comed European Union lift-
ing the ban on LTTE and
asked the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment to ensure “mea-
ningful share” of power to
Eelam Tamils. 

In a statement, Mr Stalin
said it is a moment of ela-
tion as EU’s highest court
has removed LTTE from
this list and that the DMK
view the decision as an
important turning point in
the long struggle to secure
the rights of Eelam Tamils.

“The Government of Sri
Lanka which has systemat-
ically interfered and under-
mined investigations about
the human rights abuses
orchestrated by the Sri
Lankan Army on Eelam
Tamils, should understand
the intent of EU’s highest
court act of lifting ban on
LTTE and work towards
ensuring meaningful share
of power to Eelam Tamils,
equal rights on par with
Sinhala majority and cre-
ate an ecosystem for Tam-
ils to rebuild and live their
life with self-respect,” the
Opposition Leader said. 

He also asked the Sri
Lankan Government to
expedite actions regarding
identifying the Tamils who

vanished during the war, to
return the land parcels
belonging to Tamils which
are presently occupied by
Sri Lankan Army and to
cooperate with an inde-
pendent, international inv-
estigation regarding the
human rights abuses.

He also asked the Union
Government to exert
“enough pressure” on the
Government of Sri Lanka
to safeguard and deliver
the rights demanded by
Eelam Tamils, which they
rightfully deserve. 

“I urge the Central Gov-
ernment to initiate proac-
tive actions towards struc-
turing a political solution
and emphasise the fact that
India does have a role to
play in ensuring the just
treatment of Eelam Tamils
in Sri Lanka,” he said.

Stalin welcomes EU
lifting ban on LTTE

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Stating that as a minist-
er, he did nothing more
than to warn the public
of the adulteration in
milk by certain private
dairies, dairy developm-
ent minister K.T. Rajent-
hira Bhalaji informed
the Madras high court
that the suit filed by
three private milk comp-
anies was a blackmail
action intended to threa-
ten him and escape the
colossal fraud played by
them in the lives of the
innocent public.

“As a minister, I repres-
ent the entire communi-
ty at large and I owe a
duty to the public by ap-
prising them of adulter-
ation in essential food
products. I thoroughly
scrutinised the records
and found genuineness
in the claims,” said Raje-
nthira Bhalaji in his co-
unter affidavit.

Justice C.V. Karthikey-
an had on June 10 restr-
ained the minister from
issuing any disparaging
statements against priv-
ate manufacturers of da-
iry and milk products in
general. 

“If there is substantial
material to prove adul-
teration, he should spec-
ify the name of the pri-
vate company which
indulged in such ad-
ulteration and also pro-
duce the necessary docu-
ments to substantiate
his charge”, the judge
had added.

MIN STICKS TO HIS
STAND, TOLD TO
SUBMIT PROOF

■ From P1
When the case came up
for hearing on Wednesday,
Senior counsel B.Kumar,
appearing for the SEC, su-
bmitted that it is not pos-
sible to implement certain
directions of the single
judge, which included one
to scan and upload in its
website the affidavit of
the candidates as there
will be 4.90 lakh candida-
tes, whose affidavits run-
ning from 6 to 10 pages ca-
nnot be scanned and uplo-
aded in its website within
three days. 

As regards the other dir-

ections of the single jud-
ge, the SEC was holding
consultations with the st-
ate government, he added.

Advocate general R. Mu-
thukumaraswamy subm-
itted that as regards the
consultation process, alre-
ady two letters have been
addressed to the SEC and
it will be completed soon.
The state government has
incurred a loss of `175 cr-
ore due to the cancellation
of the local body electi-
ons. If the elections were
to be conducted after del-
imitation, a sum of `45
crore would have to be sp-

ent, he pointed out. 
Senior counsel P. Wils-

on, appearing for the
DMK party, submitted th-
at thrice the Supreme Co-
urt has said the SEC can
go ahead with election
and it was not preventing
them from conducting the
election. Delimitation can
be done after election also.
The SEC cannot say deli-
mitation has to be done
before the election. Some
of the directions which
SEC finds difficult to imp-
lement were either sugge-
stions or recommendato-
ry in nature. The SEC can-

not cite this as an excuse,
Wilson added.

The bench orally asked
the SEC, “Assuming that
the impediments like cen-
sus, delimitation, populat-
ion, are out of the way,
what is the possible time
frame, the SEC requires to
conduct the election, and
inform the same to the co-
urt on August 1.” Senior
counsel Kumar said the
SEC requires 50 days from
the date of issuing notific-
ation to the assuming of
office by the candidates. 

The appeal preferred by
the state was against an

order of a single judge,
which quashed the elec-
tion notification issued by
the SEC earlier and direc-
ted the SEC to conclude
the election process by De-
cember 31, 2016 besides is-
suing 9 directions to com-
ply with. 

Aggrieved over the inde-
finite extension of the te-
nure of Special Officers
and not conducting the el-
ections despite court ord-
er, the DMK filed the pres-
ent petition to direct the
SEC to hold the local body
elections within the time
frame fixed by the court.

HC asks SEC for local body polls time-frame

We will not allow
GM mustard to be
introduced in Tamil

Nadu. We will not even allow
their testing in Tamil Nadu.
The Chief Minister will take
every step to ensure that GM
crops are not introduced in Tamil Nadu

—DORAIKANNU, 
Agriculture Minister

DC CORRESPONDENT
PUDUCHERRY, JULY 26 

Puducherry Lt Governor
Kiran Bedi, ministers,  sen-
ior officials, and retired ar-
my officials paid floral tri-
butes to Kargil martyrs
here on Wednesday on the
18th anniversary of Kargil
Vijay Diwas.

The Lt Governor placed
wreath on the memorial
and stood in silence for a
few minutes recalling the
sacrifices made by the Ar-
my personnel during the
Kargil war.

“I have already asked
DGP to ensure that a wrea-

th is placed every day at
the memorial by the police
headquarters,” said the Lt
Governor.

Puducherry salutes its
bravest who laid down the-
ir lives for future genera-
tions to live with honour,
later tweeted Ms Bedi.

Besides Bedi, PWD mini-
ster A. Namassivayam, ag-
riculture minister R. Kam-
alakannan, industries min-
ister M.O.H.F. Shah Jahan,
Deputy Speaker V.P. Sivak-
olundhu, Secretary to fina-
nce V. Candavelou, other
senior officials of the adm-
inistration paid tributes to
the martyrs of Kargil war.

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26 

Responding to allegations
that he was targeting only
the AIADMK, Tamil film
icon Kamal Hassan on said
he was “against corrup-
tion” and those who are
“guilty of it.”

“Am against corruption.
I am not against a party. (I
am against) all guilty of it.
I revolt against. Revolut-
ionists are not afraid of de-
ath or failure. Are u?” he
asked on Twitter. Kamal’s
tweet came exactly a week
after he asked people of
TN to send proof of corru-
ption to ministers. He was
criticised by the AIADMK
and BJP leaders of attack-
ing only the ruling party at
the behest of the DMK.

However, on Wednesday,
Kamal took to Twitter to
say that he would “expose”
the corruption irrespecti-
ve of party, family and
friends.  

Not against 
any particular
party: Kamal

To commemorate Kargil Day, well-turned-out and a smart guard of 17 JAKRIF,
the Garrison Battalion, salutes with arms during wreath laying ceremony at
Victory War Memorial in Chennai on Wednesday. The last post was sounded,
followed by two minute silence. —DC

GOKUL VANNAN | DC  
MADURAI, JULY 26 

The former Chief Minister
O. Panneerselvam finally
ended the land transfer con-
troversy by agreeing to give
the 14-cent patta land with
the well as ‘gift deed’ to the
Lakshmipuram village pan-
chayat. 

Panneerselvam made this
decision after he held anoth-
er round of peace talks with
the village committee throu-
gh his brother O. Raja on We-
dnesday evening in the vil-
lage.  K. Karthikeyan, a mem-
ber of the village committee
disclosed the development to
DC after they agreed to acc-
ept his offer.

Earlier in the morning, vil-
lagers launched a second ro-
und of protest condemning
Pannerselvam for transfer-
ring the agricultural land
and an open well to R. Subb-
uraj from R. Vijayalakshmi,
his wife. 

When Panneerselvam held
the first round of talk with
the committee at the circuit
house recently, he agreed to
sell the well and the land
around it which was in name
of his wife Vijayalakshmi to
the people and gave three
months time for them to pur-
chase it. 

However, the villagers were

shocked when they have le-
arned from the Periyakulam
sub-registrar’s office that Pa-
nneerselvam had transferred
one acre and 60 cents of land
under survey number 3054
and a well, along with 5 HP
motor pump set, Tangedco
deposit and coconut trees to
Subburaj, his close relative.  

“We are concerned about
solving the drinking water
crisis in our village. Hence
when Panneerselvam’s brot-
her invited us for a talk, we
agreed for it. Though we exp-
ressed over willingness to pu-
rchase the land along with
the well (a bore well), he wa-
nted to offer it as ‘gift deed’
in the name of village panch-
ayat,” said Karthikeyan. 

The former Chief Minister
also informed the committee
members to initiate the offi-
cial formalities at any data
fixed by them. “We are happy
with his decision,” said the
committee members.

OPS FINALLY AGREES TO GIFT 
PLOT WITH WELL TO VILLAGE

Bedi pays tribute 
to Kargil martyrs

Puducherry: All India Anna Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam

(AIADMK) legislators A. Anbaz-
hagan, Vayyapuri Manikandan

and A. Baskar as well as a large
number of volunteers belong-

ing to different wings of the
party were arrested in Puduc-

herry on Wednesday, when th-
ey attempted to lay siege to

the Assembly to protest again-
st the failure of the Congress

government in the Union Territ-
ory to ensure 50 per cent seats

for local students under gov-
ernment quota in private med-

ical colleges here. While addre-
ssing the party volunteers

AIADMK legislator party leader
A. Anbazhagan said, “The gov-

ernment and its alliance partner
DMK is taking a double stand in

medical college seat sharing
issue and acting as the champi-
ons of the students, alleged the

AIADMK leader.” Police inter-
vened when the volunteers tri-
ed to  break the police cordon

to lay siege to the Assembly
demanding for a legislation,

and arrested the agitators. 

MILK ADULTERATION

● Earlier in the morning,
the villagers had
launched a second 
round of protest 
condemning the former
CM for transferring the
agricultural land and an
open well to R. Subburaj
from his wife 
R. Vijayalakshmi’s name

■ Palaniswami 
referred to reports
that had claimed
that CICT, set up by
the Centre in 2008,
4 years after Tamil was accorded with Classical
Language status, would lose its autonomy if it
came under the administrative control of the
central varsity.

AIADMK volunteers
held for Assembly

siege attempt

I urge the Central
Government to
initiate proactive

actions towards
structuring a political
solution and empha-
sise the fact that
India does have a role
to play in ensuring
the just treatment of
Eelam Tamils in Sri
Lanka

—M.K. STALIN
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Tamizhar Desiya Munnani leader P.Nedumaran has
demanded that Centre remove the LTTE from the
list of terrorist organisations
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Tamil Nadu
government

policy is
seeking full
exemption
from Neet
—C.Vijayabaskar

Health minister 

SHORT TAKES
Dengue awareness

camp held
Chennai: With dengue cases
cropping up in the city, the

public health and education
departments conducted a

door-to-door monitoring at
Anna Nagar on Wednesday.

More than 500 sanitary work-
ers and students from Bilroth

hospital participated in the
awareness rally, during which

citizens were explained of the
causes of dengue fever.

A press release from corpora-
tion stated that the awareness

campaign commenced under
the instructions of corporation
commissioner D. Karthikeyan.

“It is important to sensitise the
public about the causes of 
the fever and breeding of 

the Aedes mosquito, before the
monsoon. We have also distrib-

uted Nilavembu water to the
residents,” said health educa-

tion officer Dr T. G. Srinivasan.

Man attempts to rob
students pretending

to be cop, held 
Chennai: Police on Wednesday

arrested a 35-year-old man,
who posing as a policeman

robbed gullible students who
came for engineering counsel-

ing to the Anna University cam-
pus in Guindy. The accused, D
Gnanasekar (35) of Kotturpu-
ram is a serial offender, police
said. Police sources said that

the accused had attempted to
extort cash and mobile phones

from unassuming students in
the pretext of a policeman. He

used to carry a fake walkie
talkie to look convincing as a

policeman. 
However, few students had
demanded an identity card

from him on suspicion and he
made an escape as a crowd

gathered. 
Public caught him and handed
him over to a patrol team who

identified him as a history
sheeter. Investigations revealed

that this is an usual modus
operandi of the accused. “He

usually targets lovers at parks
and beaches and extort money

from them by posing as a
policeman,” an official said.

RAILWAY GATE CLOSED

Southern railway officials have closed Villivakkam railway gate, to construct a 
flyover there. — DC

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

Anna University's academic
council on Wednesday gave
its approval to replace the
existing arrears system
with the reappearance reg-
istration system for engi-
neering courses from this
academic year.

As per the new system, the
students have to redo the
internal exam.

“The student who fails in
the semester exam can reap-
pear for it only when it is
being offered next time. The
attendance is not compulso-
ry but he has to redo the
internal exam and can only
appear for semester exam
along with the current stu-
dents,” said T.V. Geetha,
director, Academic Courses,
Anna University.

The university also intro-
duced the Choice Based
Credit System (CBCS) for
affiliated engineering col-
leges along with the new
syllabus. 

It also brought another
key change in engineering
education which allows the
students to drop the two
subjects (up to six credits)
in a semester or study two
subjects in advance.

“It will allow the students
to study at their own pace. If
the students feeling they
can't study two difficult sub-
jects in a semester they can
study it later. If the bright
students feel they can study
two more subjects they can
do it. If they finish their
entire credits in advance,
they can go for the full

internship or do project
work for six months in the
8th semester,” she explain-
ed.

At the same time, a stu-
dent will not be allowed to
register for more than 36
credits in a semester inclu-
ding the failed courses.

To prevent the students
from accumulating the
arrears, the University has
put a cap of 3. The students
can take one year break to
work in the industry or to
go for an internship.”The
period to get the first class
with distinction is being
extended to five years from

four years. The students
should have got cumulative
grade point average (CGPA)
not less than 8.50 and
should have passed in all
the courses in the eight
semesters,” T.V.Geetha said.

They can also get first
class if they finish the
course within six years. 

The new syllabus has
replaced the C, C++ with
advanced programming
language Python in the first
year. “The industry wants
that the engineering stu-
dents to have knowledge of
Python. So, we have
replaced the C, C++ pro-

gramme language,” she
added. Among other initia-
tives, students can pursue
value added courses which
is over and above the total
credit requirements and
they can also get credits for
doing online courses.

But, the students who pur-
sue online courses will get
credits only after evalua-
tion through end semester
examinations. The employ-
ability enhancement cours-
es like the internship, sum-
mer project, case study,
industrial training were all
brought as part of the new
curriculum.

■ New syllabus designed for flexibility of students

No arrears in BE, B.Tech
courses from this year

B.R. SRIKANTH | DC
BENGALURU, JULY 26

India's most powerful long
range missile, Agni, which
has remained inaccessible
to the common man but was
among the favourite proj-
ects of late President Dr
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, will
form part of the national
memorial scheduled for
inauguration by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
his second death anniver-
sary, July 27, in
Rameswaram.

The missile, a museum
with personal collections of
Dr Kalam, and a library
enclosed within a green
canopy of 1,000 plants con-
stitute phase-I of the `50
crore memorial in the tem-
ple town where the late
President spent his forma-
tive years. “I thank DRDO
for providing a full scale
model of Agni missile, an
organization which has
been very dear to all of us,”
says APJMS Nagoor Roja,
the late President's grand
niece, adding that Dr
Kalam always admired the
attributes of fire (Agni) cit-
ing the famous Tamil poet
Subramania Bharathiyar.
“Fire can burn down impu-
rities of any type (evil
forces) so Vappappa (grand-
father in Tamil) liked Agni
and often called me Agni
Kunju (firebrand girl)”,
says the lady advocate who
received a three-bedroom
apartment owned by Dr
Kalam in Bengaluru as a
gift. She has christened the
apartment “Vappappa” and
her business card too men-
tions the same while listing
her address.

Interestingly, both her
parents are related to Dr
Kalam. While her late

father APJM Shahul Hamid
is the son of Dr Kalam's
brother APJ Mohamed
Muthu Meera Maraikayer,
her mother Mrs Mahboob
Begum is the daughter of
the late President's sister,
late APJ Azeem Zohara 

Azeem Zohara Ammal in
high esteem for she pledged
her gold bangles to fund his
education at the Madras
Institute of Technology
(MIT).

Ms Nagoor Roja, who has
been practicing law in
Bengaluru for a decade,
treasures various books on
law which were gifted to
her by Dr Kalam along with
a foot-long, gold plated
Veena instrument, and a
Shruthi box used while
learning Carnatic music,
and anklets. “He used to
call me many times but
always advised me not to
take calls while driving. He
was so fond of me that he
mentioned me while
addressing various gather-
ings, either as a student, a
girl and a young advocate.
He told me once that I was
very lucky as I was living in
the world's best city
(Bengaluru),” she remi-
nisced during an  interview
with Deccan Chronicle.

Grand niece recalls her ‘Agni’ grandpa with fondness

HC DIRECTIVE TO GH DEAN 
IN MYSTERY DEATH CASE
DC CORRESPONDENT
MADURAI, JULY 26

The Madurai bench of the
Madras High Court on
Wednesday directed the
dean of the Government
Rajaji Hospital to submit
the post-mortem report of
one Karuppasamy, who
died under mysterious
circumstances. Nagajothi
(31) wife of the deceased
from Andipatti in her peti-
tion filed in the court
alleged that her husband
was murdered in the Mad-
urai Central prison. 

The police officers attac-

hed to Rajathani police sta-
tion arrested Karuppasamy
on July 20 in connection
with a quarrel case and he
was remanded to judicial
custody in Madurai central
jail.  

Three days later, the
police informed the decea-
sed's brother Vigneswaran
through mobile phone that
Karuppasamy died in the
hospital. 

Raising suspicion over
her husband's death, Naga-
jothi filed complaint with
the police and demanded to
conduct post-mortem with
experts. 

No coracle service
in Hogenakkal, as
Cauvery level rises
SANJEEVI ANANDAN | DC 
DHARMAPURI, JULY 26

Here is some good news
for Cauvery delta farmers
in Tamil Nadu.  The
Dharmapuri district adm-
inistration has asked the
coracle owners not to
operate the services till
further orders due to
increase in the inflows
into Cauvery here.

The inflow into the state
was measured as 6,000
cusecs on Wednesday
morning by the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
office here at Biligundu-
lu, the border point from
where Cauvery waters
enter Tamil Nadu from
the upper riparian state of
Karnataka. 

According to PWD
sources, the water rec-
eived here is the release
from the Krishnaraja
Sagar (KRS) and Kabini
dams in the nieghbouring
state where good rainfall
was reported in Cauvery's
catchment areas in recent
days, leading to the incr-
eased storage capacity in
the dams in Karnataka.

“The water was released
because of the increase in
the storage level of Karn-
ataka dams due to the
good rainfall in the catch-
ment areas in that state,”
a PWD officer said.

Library was Kalam’s second home, recalls friend
B.RAVICHANDRAN | DC 
OOTY, JULY 26

While the nation is all set
to observe “People’s Pre-
sident” Dr Abdul Kal-
am’s second death anniv-
ersary on Thursday, here
in the hills Mr.M.N.Bojan
(86), who was Dr Kalam's
Ooty friend and his col-
lege mate and hostel ma-
te at St. Joseph’s College
in Tiruchy, recalled how
Dr. Kalam showed ext-
raordinary interest in li-
brary culture. He also
recalls the moonlight
dinners in the hostel
which Dr Kalam enjoyed.

Reminiscent about the
college days six decades
ago, Mr.Bojan, a Badaga
man hailing from Kadan-
adu village who still
works as campus adviser
at Gurukulam School at
Agalar near here, is still
the lone known personal-
ity in the hills who had
spent days with Dr.
Kalam in early 1950’s. 

Speaking to DC,
Mr.Bojan said “Kalam
was more studious and
always makes it to
library during the holi-
days and leisure hours
that, of course, made
him enrich his knowl-
edge in science and tech-
nology and also on var-
ied subjects. Kalam did

not show much interest
in going to movies or
other entertainments.
He used to be addicted to
books and reading.  Of
course, this library cul-
ture and book reading
made him a knowledge
power-house that event-
fully made him scale new
heights in his career,” he

noted. Stating that
Dr.Kalam used to bring
groundnuts and couple
of savories from his
home whenever he retur-
ned to the hostel after the
vacation, Mr.Bojan said
that Dr Kalam, a strict
vegetarian, always rel-
ished the moonlight din-
ner with him and his
close friends, which used
to be held once in a year
in the hostel then.

“Once in a while we
used to go to Thiruppa-
raithurai near Trichy
and visit the Ramakr-
ishna Tapovanam there.
Dr Kalam used to enjoy
the nature sitting along
the river bank of the
Cauvery at Thirupparai-
thurai. This apart, a cou-
ple of occasions I accom-
panied Dr Kalam to a
couple of print media
houses in Chennai as he
showed keen interest in
knowing how Newspape-
rs are printed,” Mr.Bojan
added. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
PUDUCHERRY JULY 26

Medical Council of India
(MCI) declined territorial
administration’s plea to
postpone the dates of
counselling for manage-
ment quota admission in
three private medical col-
leges here. Citing that he
had received several rep-
resentations for postpon-
ing the counselling for
admission under man-
agement quota beyond
July 24 from parents’ as-
sociations, Chief Minist-
er V. Narayanasamy had
written a letter to MCI
requesting the same. The
Chief Minister had also
mentioned in his letter
that the number of med-
ical seats available for
Puducherry students has

been drastically declin-
ing this year as deemed
university seats are being
filled up on all India basis
and private medical col-
lege has requested to fill
15 percent seat under NRI
quota.

The Centralised Admis-
sion Committee (Centac)
of Puducherry has com-
pleted the admission pr-
ocess for MBBS courses
under government quota
on  July 22 and 23. 

"The counselling sched-
ule was decided by the
Supreme court and we
cannot not change it ac-
cording to our conven-
ience. The MCI has alr-
eady made it clear that
the counselling dates can-
not be postponed", said Lt
Governor Kiran Bedi
here on Wednesday.

The Lt Governor reiter-
ated her request for a leg-
islation in the territorial
assembly for securing 50
percent seats in private
medical colleges here for
MBBS courses in the
lines of Tamil Nadu
which ensured 65 percent
seats under government
quota for local students.

In the last assembly ses-
sion, which was held in
the month of May, the
government could have
moved legislation to
ensure 50 percent seats
under government quota
in private medical col-
leges here”, said the Lt
Governor.

Ms Bedi also ensured
that she will forward the
legislation for Centre's
approval as soon as it is
prepared.

MCI declines plea to put
off counselling in 3 colleges

Students enquiring about the research project at
the exhibition organised by APJ Abdul Kalam
Innovative Project Cell of Department of 
Bio-Technology at Rajalakshmi Engineering College
on Wednesday. —DC

■ First-year, they
will learn advanced
programming lan-
guage Python
instead of C, C++

■ Students can drop the
courses up to six credits
(or two courses) for six
semesters from 3rd to 8th
semester

■ Bright students can take the
eighth-semester courses in
advance and, carry out their final
semester project for six months in
the industry

■ Students can be
permitted to take
one year break to
work in the industry.
students who finish
the course in five
years also can get
first class with dis-
tinction provided
CGPA is 8.50 

OPEN ELECTIVES: Engineering
students can choose courses
from other engineering branches

■ Chemistry has been removed
from the second semester as
per the suggestion by the board
of studies.

HIGHLIGHTS OF NEW SYLLABUS

The student who fails in the semester exam can reappear
only when it is being offered next time. Attendance is not
compulsory but he has to redo the internal exam and can only
appear for semester exam along with the current students
— T.V GEETHA Director, Academic Courses, Anna University

Plea to release aged prisoners 
DC CORRESPONDENT
MADURAI, JULY 26

In a bid to provide suc-
cour to aged convicts lan-
guishing in Central pris-
ons, a former jail psychi-
atric counsellor has
approached the Madurai
bench of the Madras
High court with a plea to
constitute the mandatory
‘Advisory Board’ in all
central prisons in Tamil
Nadu.

According to the Tamil
Nadu Prison Manual -IV,
rule 341, life convict pris-
oners who have complet-
ed 65 years(male) and 55
years (female), and alrea-
dy undergone two years

and six months impris-
onment, were entitled to
approach the Advisory
Boards for their prema-
ture release, said K R
Raja, former jail counsel-
lor from Madurai.

When he served as psy-
chiatric counsellor at
Palayamkottai central
prison for three years
since November 2013,
Raja found that many ag-
ed inmates were suffer-
ing from various health
aliments and mental dep-
ression. 

Such inmates died in
prison itself due to age-
related ailments because
the prisons do not have
geriatric care facilities,

said Raja who has also
been providing educa-
tional assistance to pris-
oners’ children through
his NGO ‘Global Network
for Equality’.

“As old age is very cru-
cial period for many peo-
ple as they approach
death, they must be given
best care by near and
dear family members,’’
he urged.  

As Rule - 341 (6) of
Prison Manual clearly
stated that the cases of
old and decrepit prison-
ers, who are incapable of
doing any real work and
would appear to be
unable to commit or
organise crime if

released on parole
should also be placed
before the ‘Advisory
Board’ for consideration,
the petitioner requested
the court to direct the
government to constitute
the Board at the earliest.

When the case came up
for hearing today, before
Justices K Sasidharan
and G R Swaminathan,
the public prosecutor
appearing for the State
government said that fol-
lowing the Supreme
court guidelines for 
constituting the 
Advisory Board, the gov-
ernment has issued a
circular to the Prison
department. 

COP LAUDS SI FOR
MINIATURE PENCIL
ART ON KALAM
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

City Police Commis-
sioner A. K.
Viswanathan on
Wednesday appreciated
a sub-inspector with the
Central Crime Branch
(CCB) for his miniature
art of late president Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam. Sub
inspector Veerasamy
has a penchant for creat-
ing miniature art forms
and to commemorate the
second year death anniv-
ersary of the beloved
man, fondly known as
India's missile man. 

The SI had crafted
Kalam’s face on a pencil
lead, which was brought
to the notice of the com-
missioner, who duly
appreciated his subordi-
nate, officials said.

M.N.Bojan having a word with Dr.Abdul Kalam when
he visited Ooty in 2008. —DC

Students of Valliammal College for Women take a pledge
to save environment on Wednesday, to mark the second
death anniversary of missile man APJ Abdul Kalam. —DC

APJMS Nagoor Roja. —DC

5 held for
carrying
cartridges 
DC CORRESPONDENT 
OOTY, JULY 26

Five persons from Kerala
have been nabbed in
Nilgiris border who were
found to be carrying car-
tridges and knives with
them.

The cops at the check-
post duty at O’Valley near
Gudalur had to chase a
car and intercepted it on
Tuesday night as the car
failed to stop for the regu-
lar screening at the check-
post.

During the investigation
the cops found the five
persons in the car, name-
ly, Ahmed Kutty (58),
Md.Sadakadullah (43),
Kammutty (58),  M.Abdul
(54), and A.Ameed (60),
the driver of the car, in
possession of seven car-
tridges being used in a
double barrel gun and two
knives.
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Delhi HC imposes cost of `10,000 on Arvind
Kejriwal for failure to file response on second
defamation suit filed by Arun Jaitley 
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IN BRIEF

UP govern-
ment has

appropriated
the work of the

previous SP
government and
given it, its own

colour.
— Akhilesh Yadav,

Samajwadi Party leader 
on the budget presented 

by Yogi Adityanath 

New Delhi: Priya Singh Paul,
claiming to be the daughter

of late Sanjay Gandhi has
moved the Supreme Court to

stop the release of ‘Indu
Sarkar’, alleging that the film,

scheduled for release on
Friday, is “full of concocted

facts and is totally derogato-
ry.” A Bench headed by Chief
Justice J.S. Khehar has, how-

ever, refused to give a date
for listing the special leave

petition, though her counsel
pleaded for urgent hearing.

On July 24, the Bombay High
Court had dismissed her

petition observing that no
“known descendant” of

Sanjay Gandhi has objected
to the movie.

Plea in SC to stay
Indu Sarkar release 

TEACHER
STEALS SARI TO

SEE WIFE WIN
RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY || DC
BHOPAL, JULY 25

Dream of a teacher in a
Chhattisgarh district to see
her wife win a beauty pageant
has landed him along with his
spouse and cousin in jail.

Chhattisgarh police has cra-
cked a bizarre theft case in a
reputed showroom in district
headquarters town of Bilash-
pur by arresting a teacher, his
wife and his cousin, the inves-
tigating officer said.

According to the police,
Srikant Gupta, 32, a teacher
serving in a state government-
run school in Sarkanda in
Bilashpur district, decided to
steal two designer saris from a
local mall, for his wife, Pra-
mila, 26, to wear them to take
part in the “Sawan Sundari”
competition, a beauty contest
organised in the district head-
quarters town every monsoon
season.

He had resorted to theft of
the costly saris when he found
that the cost of the wears was
beyond his reach. Pramila had
walked on the ramp donning
the saris, as part of the beauty
pageant. However, one of the
audiences at the event had
noticed the “stolen” sari and
alerted the mall owner about
it. The shop owners reported
the matter to the police.

Mumbai: A Shiv Sena worker
was on Wednesday arrested

in connection with the build-
ing collapse in suburban

Ghatkopar which left 17 peo-
ple dead. According to resi-

dents of the Siddhi-Sai
Cooperative Housing Society,
the pillars of the building got
weakened due to renovation

work of a nursing home on
the ground floor owned by

Shiv Sena worker Sunil
Shitap, leading to the col-

lapse on Tuesday.

Lucknow: A lizard was found
in the vegetable biryani

served to a passenger
onboard the Poorva Express

on Wednesday morning in
Chandauli. This comes barely
a week after the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India

said in its audit report that
food served by Indian

Railways to its passengers is
unfit for consumption. The
passenger tweeted to the

railway minister that he had
ordered food in Mokama and

found a lizard in it after he
had eaten a part of the food.

DRM Kanpur division has
assured to take action. 

Building collapse:
Sena worker held

Lizard served in
biryani on train

Vyapam accused
commits suicide

17 of one family
die in Guj flood
Ahemdabad, July 26:
Seventeen members of
the same Indian family
were found dead on
Wednesday as floodwa-
ters receded from a vil-
lage in Gujarat, officials
said, as the death toll
from the state-wide disas-
ter climbed above 110.

“They seem to have
drowned in the floodwa-
ters. The bodies were
found buried in muck,” A.
B. Parmar, a police inspe-
ctor at the scene, said,
adding the deceased were
from the same family.

A senior Gujarati gov-
ernment official, Pankaj
Kumar, confirmed the dis-
covery of the bodies in
Banaskantha district.

Gujarat’s state emer-
gency authority said on
Wednesday at least 12
other bodies were found
overnight as rescue crews
sifted through communi-
ties devastated by heavy
monsoon flooding.

The official death toll
from the floods in the
westernmost state stands
at 111, with more than
36,000 people evacuated to
safe areas as helicopters
and boats try to reach
those still stranded.

Prime Minister

Narendra Modi surveyed
the devastation across
Gujarat from the skies on
Tuesday, urging people
across his home state to
remain resilient.

Apart from Gujarat, the
northeastern states of
Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam have been hard-hit
by monsoon flooding, wh-
ile pockets of the eastern
states of Odisha and Bih-
ar have also been affected. 

In Assam at least 75 peo-
ple have been killed and a
state-wide emergency rel-
ief operation has been
underway since April. Te-
ns of thousands of acres
of crops have been destro-
yed. Similarly, an ambula-
nce with four members of
a family in it was washed
away by the flood waters
of Koel river in Jharkha-
nd’s Lohardaga district in
the early hours on
Wednesday. — Agencies

SECURITY MATTERS

DC CCORRESPONDENTS 
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

There is no concrete
evidence to conclude
that the 39 Indians abd-
ucted from Mosul, Iraq,
three years ago have
been killed, external
affairs minister Sush-
ma Swaraj said on We-
dnesday in Parliament,
asserting that she “will
not commit the sin” of
declaring them dead
without any proof. 

Ms Swaraj said one
person, Harjit Masih,
who was also abducted
along with the 39 others
but had managed to
escape, had said the
captives were killed.
However, six sources,
including the President
of a Gulf country and a
foreign minister of an-
other West Asian cou-
ntry, had told the gov-
ernment that they are
alive, Ms Swaraj said.

“There were contra-
dictions in Masih’s ver-
sion. That is why I told
our embassy to find out
details about them,”
she said. 

“This file will not
close till there is proof
that the 39 Indians are
dead,” she added, point-
ing out that countries
such as Vietnam and
the US still look for
their soldiers who went
missing in wars several
decades ago. Ms Swaraj
also said that she had
told visiting Iraqi for-
eign minister Ibrahim
al-Jaafari that she
would not accept any-
thing on the issue with-
out “proof ”, and req-
uested him to continue
the search for them. In-
dia had requested Iraq
to locate the missing In-
dians after Iraqi forces
recaptured Mosul from
ISIS this month.

■ Can’t declare the missing nationals dead without evidence: Minister

Declaring 39 Indians in
Iraq dead a sin: Sushma

National Conference leader Farooq Abdullah greets external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj during the monsoon session at Parliament on Wednesday. —PTI 

New Delhi, July 26: Lok
Sabha Speaker Sumitra
Mahajan on Wednesday
sent out a stern warning
to members against using
mobile phones inside the
House after BJP member
Anurag Thakur expr-
essed regret for allegedly
shooting Opposition
protests in the Well using
his mobile two days ago.

Some Opposition mem-
bers had complained
about Thakur shooting
video of their protests in
the Well on July 24 and
AAP member Bhagwant
Mann had written a letter
in this regard to the
Speaker.

While stating that noth-
ing has come to her
notice, Ms Mahajan said
if someone had done so,
then it is condemnable.
“If you have done it, then
you have to tender an
apology (to the House),”
she said.

Thereafter, Thakur gave
a statement and expr-
essed regret. “Mobile se
agar kisiko aapattee hai
to ... mein khed vyakt
karta hoon (If someone
has objections to (my)
mobile, then I express my
regret),” Thakur said
amid noisy protests by
Opposition members.

LS SPEAKER
WARNS AGAINST
USE OF MOBILES

Shah, Smriti to contest
RS polls from Gujarat

■ ■ THE OOFFICIAL
death toll from the
floods in the western-
most state stands at
111, with more than
36,000 people evacu-
ated to safe areas.

Morena (MP): An accused in
the infamous Vyapam scam,

related to rigging of entrance
examinations conducted by

the Madhya Pradesh Prof-
essional Examination Board ,
allegedly committed suicide

on Wednesday. Praveen Yad-
av, 27, named as an accused
in the case in 2012, hanged

himself at his house at Mah-
arajpur near Morena town.

`9,055 CRORE SPENT ON AADHAAR
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)

spent more than `9,000 crore over the last eight
years towards issuing Aadhaar numbers,
Parliament was informed on Wednesday.

Significance iin DDBT
Aadhaar seeding in the beneficiary database is an important

component of direct benefit transfer for better targeting
of beneficiaries and ensuring such transfer in a trans-

parent and efficient manner.

`3,819.97cr
Towards enrolment.

`1,171.45cr
Towards logistics
(printing and despatch

of Aadhaar letters).

116.09
Total number of
Aadhaar numbers gener-
ated till July 21, 2017.

115.15cr
Dispatched so far.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

BJP president Amit
Shah is set to make his
debut as a member of
Parliament with the
BJP parliamentary
board on Wednesday
announcing that he will
contest the August 8
Rajya Sabha elections
from Gujarat.

Union minister Smriti
Irani will also contest
the Rajya Sabha polls
from Gujarat from
where she is already an
MP and her term ends
on August 18.

Shah at present is an
MLA from Gujarat,
where BJP has a gov-
ernment.

Their names were
announced by senior
party leader J.P. Nadda
after the meeting of the
party panel.

The terms of nine
Rajya Sabha members
from Gujarat and West
Bengal are ending on
August 18. These
include Irani, CPM gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury and Trinamul
leader Derek O'Brien.

Out of the 9 retiring
members, four are from
the Trinamul two from
the Congress, two from
the BJP and one from
the CPM. The retire-
ment of Ahmed Patel

(Congress), Dilipbhai
Pandya (BJP) and Irani
(BJP) — all from
Gujarat — is due on
August 18. The tenure of
members from WB —
O'Brien (TMC), Deba-
brata Bandhopadhyay
(TMC), Pradip Bhatt-
acharya (Congress),
Yechury (CPM),
Sukhenduhakhar Roy
(TMC) and Dola Sen
(TMC) ends on August
18.

Amit Shah Smriti Irani

China: US escalating
Sikkim stand-off
Beijing, July 26: A
Chinese daily on
Wednesday accused
the US and other coun-
tries of trying to esca-
late the Sino-India
standoff to replicate
the “South China Sea
trick” and seek strate-
gic benefits.

“More than five
weeks into the border
standoff between
China and India, some
countries other than
the two directly
involved are trying to
step in,” an oped arti-
cle in the state-run
Global Times said,
directly mentioning
the US and Australia.
The article titled
Instigating Sino-India
confrontation won’t
benefit US’ referred to
commentaries in the
US media calling on
Washington to provide

to support India to
“deter and counter”
China and rally the
world against Beijing.
It also took exception
to Australian foreign
minister Julie Bishops
call for resolving the
Dokalam issue peace-
fully, saying “Bishop
intends to blur the
nature of the face-off
and shows disguised
support for India.”

The article said “so
far, the Donald Trump
administration has
paid little attention to
the US-India ties, and
their divergences over
issues like trade and
immigration remain”.

The article said the
US seems to be every-
where when conflicts
come up and it seldom
takes an impartial pos-
ture to help address
the problems.      — PTI

Separatist leader sent to ED custody
New Delhi, July 26: Kashmiri separatist leader Shabir
Shah was on Wednesday sent to seven days’ Enforcement
Directorate (ED) custody by a Delhi court in an old case of
money laundering for alleged terror financing.

Additional sessions judge Sidharth Sharma allowed the
custodial interrogation of Shah, who was arrested on
Tuesday, by the ED after the agency told the court that he
was not cooperating with the probe. 

TENDERS / NOTICES
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Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das
termed as “correct and brave” the 
resignation by Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
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IN BRIEF

Nitish-Lalu
alliance was
a mismatch.

This
(breaking of

the grand
alliance) had

to happen  
— Ravi Shankar

Prasad, 
Union minister

CONGRESS
SAYS, WE ARE 
DISAPPOINTED 

NITISH IS MAN
OF DIFFERENT
METAL: JD(U)

New Delhi, July 26: The
Congress on Wednesday
expressed disappointment over
the resignation of Nitish
Kumar as Bihar Chief
Minister and said it will con-
tinue to strive to resolve the
differences in the ‘grand
alliance’.

Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said the
‘grand alliance’ was given a
mandate for five years and the
Congress will strive to respect
that.

“We are deeply disappointed
by the news of resignation of
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar. We, in the Congress
party, particularly Congress
president and party vice-presi-
dent have great respect and
affection for Nitish Kumar,” he
said.

The Congress leader said the
‘Mahagathbandhan’ was given
a five-year mandate by people
of Bihar based on the policies,
principles and cumulative
leadership that was presented.

It was also a mandate against
the BJP and Prime Minister
Narender Modi, who chal-
lenged the honour of Bihar, he
said. “Responsibility lies up on
each one of us to respect this
mandate. The Congress party
will do everything within its
means (to see to it) that this
mandate is honoured,” he said.

“Any differences of opinion
that may have cropped up we
will try and sort them out by
speaking to each other in an
amicable and cordial fashion,”
he said.  

NITISH DROPS A POLITICAL
BOMBSHELL, YET AGAIN

New Delhi, July 26: An
electrical engineer-
turned politician, Nitish
Kumar gave a shock to
RJD chief Lalu Prasad
Yadav on Wednesday in
circumstances as dra-
matic as in 2015 when he
joined hands with his
arch rival to become
Chief Minister of Bihar
for a fifth term.

Often referred to as
Chanakya of Bihar poli-
tics, Kumar, 66, quit as
the head of the coalition
government in the politi-
cally crucial state that
could have a bearing on
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Kumar led the
‘ M a h a g a t h b a n d h a n ’
(Grand Alliance) that
comprised his JD(U), the
RJD and the Congress to
a stunning victory few
thought possible after
being bruised and blood-
ied in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls. Kumar, who first
became CM on
November 24, 2005, was
sworn in for a fifth term
on November 20, 2015.

For the cool, suave and
workaholic Kumar, he
knew his association
with 69-year-old Yadav,
whom he called his ‘Bade
Bhai’, would be the main
point the opposition
could always score off,
but he had always found
a counter.

Soft-spoken, sharp and
articulate, Kumar, who
speaks in a measured
tone, had an answer
ready with a subtle fact
that he himself “had
been with BJP too but
never been coloured, and
in any case Lalu is and
remains a socialist.”

Nitish Kumar is known
to carry strong likes and
dislikes and never for-
gets a slight — a trait for
which Lalu Yadav
described him as having
‘aant mein daant’ (teeth

in his belly).
Working with Pras-

hant Kishor, a key BJP
strategist for the BJP in
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
Kumar worked a careful-
ly crafted soft campaign
template for Bihar in the
2015 Assembly elections.

He invoked only his
work, the potential of
the next government
with him, the slights to
Bihar and his own self,
strident appeals to
Bihar’s ‘Asmita’ (pride)
and speaking for himself
as the lone Bihari
against the ‘Bahari’ (out-
sider), a veiled reference
to Narendra Modi.

Even Sushil Kumar
Modi, the tallest BJP
leader from Bihar and
once his deputy and
friend, acknowledges
Kumar to be a visionary
who changed Bihar.

His breakaway from
the BJP in June 2013
stunned the nation, as
did his resignation from
the CM’s post after the
JD(U)’s massive Lok
Sabha defeat in May 2014
and elevation of his pro-
tegee Jitan Ram Manjhi
as Chief Minister and
then pulling the latter
down to assume power
again in February 2015
for a fourth term.

Kumar is also widely
known as the
‘Sushashan Babu’ (Good
governance man) and
‘Vikas Purush’, whom
even critics credit with
turning Bihar around.

Nitish Kumar’s back-
ing to BJP presidential
candidate and former
Bihar Governor R.N.
Kovind by breaking
ranks with the
Opposition and his sup-
port to demonetisation
had triggered specula-
tion that he was warm-
ing upto the BJP.  

— Agencies

● 1999: AS RAILWAY MINISTER AFTER
GAISAL TRAIN ACCIDENT
● 2005: AS BIHAR CM AS HE COULDN'T
MUSTER MAJORITY SUPPORT
● 2014: AS BIHAR CM WHEN JD(U) LOST
BADLY IN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
● 2017: AS BIHAR CM 

DEJA VU

RJD CHIEF LALU YADAV AND
HIS FAMILY MEMBERS,
INCLUDING SON TEJASWI,
FACED TROUBLE AS THE CBI
CHARGED THEM IN CONNEC-
TION WITH A LAND SCAM.

PREMISES WERE RAID-
ED in Patna and other
cities in the first week
of July. Simultaneous

raids were conducted in Ranchi,
Bhubaneswar and Gurugram as
well. 
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The issue | Irregularities in
tenders allotted to a pri-
vate company — Sujata
Hotels — for development,
maintenance and operation
of two railway hotels in
Ranchi and Puri came to
fore.

The charge | CBI additional
director Rakesh Asthana
had said that the tender
process was allegedly
rigged in favour of Sujata
Hotels by Mr Lalu Yadav
during his tenure as rail-
way minister in 2004. 

Money matters | The land in Patna
was transferred to Delight Marketing

Private Limited owned by five times
Rajya Sabha MP and RJD leader Prem

Gupta. The cost of the land was
worth `32 crore, but it was trans-

ferred to Lalu Yadav’s family for just
`64 Lakh, said CBI

Congratulations! Mr
Nitish Kumar for joining

the fight against corruption.
1.25 crore people are welcom-
ing and supporting his honesty.
For the bright future of the
country, and especially Bihar, it
is the need of the hour to rise
above political differences and
join the fight against corruption

— NARENDRA MODI, 
Prime Minister

@sctyagi59591 | Nitish kumar ji given
message to the public for fitting to the
corruption by submitting to the resig-

nation

@kambhakt_ Nitish kumar was sup-
posed to be future pm candidate in

opposition of modi ji par modi ji ne to
player hi kharid liya, masterstroke!

@puraanigali Bihar model of
#MahaGathbandhan collapses as Nitish

Kumar resigned from CM office.
Probably, no troubles for Modi to win

again in 2019 now

@ThisVaibhav Does dissolving the
alliance absolve Nitish Kumar of the

taint of having forged it to begin with?

@A_boy_tweets  I don't believe this
‘Nitish Kumar is so honest he quit

#MahaGathbandhan’ view, until the
anti-corruption crusader

@ArvindKejriwal says so.

@harpreetwalia14  With Nitish Kumar's
Resignation,PM @narendramodi has

proven that why he is the ultimate

player of Indian Political Arena.What a
Game! #NaMo

@ProfNKPandey  Thanks to Nitish
Kumar divorcing Laloo Yadav, now

Bihar may get pre poll package of 1.25L
cr announced by @narendramodi

@venugopal15 You mean to say Mr
Nitish Kumar who has spent whole of

his political life in Bihar came to know
of these facts only today????

@RajApurva05  Nitish Kumar the right-
eous man in current Indian

politics..respect and more respect..

@amanjeetssethi  #nitishkumar Master
stroke by Mr. Nitish Kumar. It is like hit-
ting a six in a no ball and then getting a

free hit as well to hit another.

LALU-NITISH: A CONTRAST OF SORTS

THE LAND FOR
HOTEL SCAM

Has Nitish asked for the
resignation of Tejaswi
Yadav? Are they [JD(U)]
the police that we have
to answer them?

LALU PRASAD
YADAV, RJD Chief

NITISH KUMAR, Bihar CM

In the current circumstances, it
became difficult to run the government. I
did not ask for anybody’s resignation... I
just asked Tejaswi to explain the charges 

IT IS NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT NITISH
KUMAR HAS STEPPED DOWN FROM A TOP
POST. THE EARLIER INSTANCES:

■ Move as stunning as
Nitish severing ties
with BJP in June 2013

Patna, July 26: JD (U) leader
K.C. Tyagi defended Nitish’s
move saying he was not
allowed to work independently
and in favour of Bihar. 

“He is a man of different
metal, he had already taken
resignations of his own minis-
ters on the issue of corruption.
The party and Kumar cannot
compromise on this issue.
There were expectations from
Rahulji as he had torn the ordi-
nance (protecting convicted
lawmakers from disqualifica-
tion)..., but somehow Gandhi
forgot that,” he said. 

Senior CPI leader Atul
Kumar Anjaan demanded that
elections be held afresh in the
state after Nitish staged the
“high-voltage” drama by ten-
dering resignation. 

“Now, there should be no
underhand dealing after what
the BJP did in Manipur and
Goa. The BJP has broken the
public mandate in Bihar in its
own style. We demand elec-
tions be held afresh in the
state,” Anjaan said. The AAP,
which coordinates with the
JD(U) over several issues,
appeared to be cautious on giv-
ing any reaction. 

“We are observing the situa-
tion,” Saurabh Bharadwaj,
party’s chief spokesperson of
the Delhi unit said. 

Kumar and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal are
known to share a good equa-
tion.

CAREER CHRONICLE
BOUQUETS AND BRICKBATS 

Patna, July 26: Following
the age-old proverb enemy's
enemy is friend, the JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar whose
party won just two of the
states 40 seats in the Lok
Sabha poll in 2014, joined
hands with RJD chief Lalu
Prasad Prasad to halt
Modi’s juggernaut in the
2015 Assembly polls.

Kumar and Lalu, friend-
turned-foe in state politics,
sank their differences to
revive an alliance that
began over 40 years ago
with the students agitation,
which soon turned into a
pan-India movement led by
veteran socialist leader
Jayaprakash Narayan.
Though Lalu got lucky in
his very first outing in the

electoral arena, winning
Lok Sabha poll in 1977, it
took Kumar, an electrical
engineer from NIT Patna,
then known as Bihar
College of Engineering,
eight more years to get
elected to the assembly for
the first time in 1985, after
having lost twice.

Though as different as
chalk and cheese, Kumar
backed Lalu in bagging the
chair of the Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly
in 1989 and again when he
challenged Ram Sundar
Das and Raghunath Jha,
nominees of Prime Mini-
ster V.P. Singh and Chandra
Shekhar respectively, for
the Chief Ministers’ post
after Janata Dal came to

power in Bihar in 1990.
Kumar, who won the 1989
Lok Sabha polls from Barh,
shifted his focus to Delhi,
getting elected to the Lower
House in 1991, 1996, 1998
and 1999. He became minis-
ter of state for agriculture
in the Vajpayee govern-
ment and then briefly the
Railway Minister in 1999.

He resigned after the train
tragedy at Gaisal in West
Bengal in 1999 in which
nearly 300 people were
killed. Kumar again
became Railway Minister
in 2001 and continued till
2004 during which period
he was credited with intro-
ducing several reforms like
internet ticket booking and
Tatkal system of instant

booking. The Godhra train
burning incident in Feb-
ruary 2002, which provided
the spark that led to com-
munal riots in Gujarat,
occurred during his tenure
at Rail Bhavan 

The JD(U) stalwart rewo-
rked his social engineering
strategy and made a rain-
bow coalition of OBCs,
EBCs, Mahadalits and
minorities that helped him
sweep Bihar in November
2005 elections, thereby
uprooting 15 years of unin-
terrupted Lalu-Rabri rule.

Bihar became a ‘dry state’
last year banning sale and
consumption of all kinds of
liquor in a move seen as ful-
fillment of a poll promise to
women by Kumar.   — PTI
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T
he Chinese-built southern Sri Lankan port of Hambantota, strate-
gically located on the world’s busiest sea lanes in the Indian
Ocean, has woken up the somnambulists in India as the military
standoff with China at Doklam gains greater salience.

Therefore, there was not a little relief felt here when last Tuesday
Colombo officially decided to revise its agreement with China on the man-
agement of the port in a direction that would leave the overall port secu-
rity matters to Colombo, permitting the Chinese a major say only in com-
mercial operations. 

This was in response to concerns raised not just by India but also Japan
and the US that the Chinese-built major port facility might be put to mili-
tary use by Beijing. The terms of revision are not yet public. But it has
been reported that the Hambantota project will be divided into two parts
— in the part dealing with commercial operations China will have 85 per
cent stakes, and on the side concerned with security uses of the port,
Colombo will have 50.7 per cent of the stakes.

No pragmatist can afford to derive too great a sense of relief from an
arrangement of this nature, which, really speaking, appears to be in the

nature of a placebo — meant to calm nerves
without being the real medicine. Sri Lanka
has a debt crisis as well as a balance of pay-
ments crisis on its hands. Beijing has the
potential to exploit the situation and steam-
roller its way in dealing with Colombo
through a mix of carrot and stick.

China has built a port in Djibouti on the
Horn of Africa, and is at various stages of
completion of port facilities in Gwadar on
Pakistan’s Makran coast, Hambantota,
Bangladesh and Myanmar. This network
potentially serves its “maritime silk road”
concept as well as docking stations —
“string of pearls” — for ships of war. There
was much negative excitement in India
when a Chinese submarine docked in

Colombo back in 2014. Fortunately, Indian concerns were noted by Sri
Lanka and the Chinese also made appropriate noises, as the game was just
starting and Beijing had no wish then to make a big splash.

But a strategic planner is duty-bound to look only at the availability of
strategic assets and capabilities and not empty statements of nations. And
the outlook from the Indian perspective will need much fixing.

This can take various forms — the building of effective alliances as well
as investing in infrastructure in friendly countries. In the latter respect,
it has to be conceded that in India what we know best is to repent at
leisure. The Hambantota port, which the Chinese built at an estimated
cost of $1.5 billion, had been first offered to India by the Sri Lankans, but
we found ourselves to be lethargic.

27 JULY 2017

Ajudge of the Madras high court has ruled that the patriotic song
Vande Mataram should be sung in all schools and colleges in Tamil
Nadu at least once a week and in offices and factories at least once

a month. While it’s possible to see a nationalistic streak in the mental
makeup of the judge, it is open to question whether doses of patriotism
should be made mandatory and their rendition circumstantially specified
even in the form of the immensely loveable lyrics of a song akin to a bugle
call signifying the cry for national freedom.

In its eyebrow-raising ruling last year, the top court had spoken of “con-
stitutional patriotism” while declaring that the national anthem should
be played in cinema theatres before the screening of films. There too the
intention seemed to ace the logic of compelling millions to comply. The
point is we seem to be confusing patriotism with symbols of nationalism.
While the former should be firmly embedded in the mind of every Indian
rather than worn on the sleeve, the display of the latter should be a mat-
ter of individual choice.

In the order on Vande Mataram, the judge has contradicted the stand of
the top court that there is no such concept as a national song. It is inter-
esting that the issue should crop up now, triggered as it was by a teacher
aspirant’s petition on the origins of the song. He claimed a mark in a test
paper for saying that the song was written in Bengali, a line of argument
that was upheld by the people the judge turned to for historical guidance.
There is no Indian who would not love to hear the inspirational verses.
Making its singing or playing mandatory is an altogether different matter.

Mandatory patriotism

Sri Lanka limits China’s
role to pacify India

Sri Lanka has a debt
crisis as well as a

balance of payments
crisis on its hands.

Beijing has the
potential to exploit

the situation and
steamroller its way in
dealing with Colombo

through a mix of 
carrot and stick.

The power of imagination 
makes us infinite

You cannot have a positive
life and a negative mind

JOHN MUIR
MIND  POWER

JOYCE MEYER PAGE
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E
urope has lost faith in
humanity, and has become
distrustful and sickly…
There are habits that are

not merely passive but aggressive-
ly arrogant. They are not like mere
walls, but are like hedges of sting-
ing nettles.

“Europe has been cultivating
these hedges of habits for long
years, till they have grown around
her dense and strong and high. The
pride of her traditions has sent its
roots deep into her heart… But
pride in every form breeds blind-
ness at the end.”

These words could have been said
yesterday. They were actually writ-
ten more than 100 years ago by an
Indian polymath who, in a poem
composed on the last day of the 19th
century, also observed: “The naked
passion of the self-love of nations,
in its drunken delirium of greed, is
dancing to the clash of steel and the
howling verses of vengeance.”

Rabindranath Tagore may have
been surprised that the curse of
febrile nationalism he so eloquent-

ly decried would still be a factor in
international relations more than
a century hence, not least in post-
colonial Europe.

Not long after I acquired the
Tagore text from which these quo-
tations come some 35 years ago
while at university in England, I
was faced with a query on the pros
and cons of nationalism during a
tutorial on Marxism. What, in the
context of communist orthodoxy,
separated justifiable nationalism
from the deplorable variety? The
answer was simple: it depends on
whether the trend arises in
response to colonialism, or stands
in opposition to internationalism.

In retrospect, that delineation
broadly holds true. The kind of
nationalism that fed liberation
struggles — from pretty much the
whole of Africa and Latin America
to much of Asia, including not just
India but also Bangladesh — is
readily defensible in most respects.
The Americans deemed themselves
to be combating communism in
Indochina, but what they came up

against was to a large extent Viet-
namese nationalism.

It could also be argued that the
Second World War was in fact a
product of nationalism, of the
German, Japanese and to some
extent the Italian variety. It had a
natural ally in Spain, whose caudil-
lo, Francisco Franco, had been ens-
conced in power courtesy of assis-
tance from Berlin and Rome. But
Franco technically stayed out of
the war — and remained in power
until he died in the mid-1970s,
hailed by the US, alongside numer-
ous Third World potentates, as a
bulwark against communism.

Is there any excuse, though, for
nationalism in the 21st century?
There’s plenty of evidence of it. In
countries such as Poland — where
Donald Trump did his bit to exac-
erbate it with his stupid speech
recently about protecting Western
civilisation — and Hungary, both
of which, ironically on the face of
it, were until the 1990s part of the
“sphere of influence” superstruc-
ture that emerged after 1945.

They are by no means the only
culprits, though. French voters pro-
pelled Marie Le Pen into the second
round of this year’s presidential
election in large part on account of
her appeal to nationalism. A simi-
lar mindset was no doubt key to
determining the result of Britain’s
Brexit referendum: there may well
be good reasons for exiting the EU,
but the existing immigration rules
are not among them.

There can perhaps be little doubt
that the Islamist jihadism that has
emerged since the 9/11 attacks has
exacerbated nationalist impulses
in countries subjected to outbreaks
of extremist violence. But is this a
sensible response, or does it merely
reinforce the false consciousness of
those who go out of their way to
perpetrate such atrocities?

From the Philippines’ Rodrigo
Duterte, Egypt’s Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi and Turkey’s Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to India’s Narendra Modi
and Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu,
almost every despot around the
globe relies on nationalism to sus-

tain himself in power and to
enforce his agenda. Trump would
love to do the same, but has been
held back slightly by checks and
balances built into the American
system of governance, and in part
by somewhat sharper brains with-
in his administration. His appeal
was built to a large extent on
nationalist ideals that clearly mili-
tate against America’s necessarily
multicultural ethos.

A mind as great as Tagore’s long
ago designated nationalism as “an
infantile disease… the measles of
mankind”. As in so many other
respects, Albert Einstein was on
the ball. Long afterwards, a West-
ern cultural emblem declared:
“Imagine there’s no countries/ It
isn’t hard to do/ Nothing to kill or
die for/ And no religion too…”

The goal articulated in a lyric that
a BBC poll designated the outstand-
ing song of the 20th century may st-
ill seem out of reach, but many bel-
ieve it remains worth striving for.

By arrangement with Dawn

Curse of
nationalism

Should govt promote
astrology at all?

P
rofessor Yash
Pal, India’s gra-
nd old man of
science, died
this week. Fond

tributes are pouring in
for the scientist, educa-
tionalist and institution
builder.

What resonates with
me today is something
he said on his 80th birth-
day. The year was 2006.
The renowned scientist,
whose interests ranged
from the weight of sch-
ool bags to cosmic rays,
was to receive a special
felicitation from the
then President of India,
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, at a
conference organised by
the Indian National Scie-
nce Academy. The coun-
try’s top scientists were
there. So were many
journalists.

Prof. Pal had devoted
his entire life to science,
had won accolades with-
in the country and beyo-
nd its borders. But he
was unhappy. The rea-
son? “While science and
technology is flourish-
ing, the scientific tem-
per is going down.
That’s why all kinds of
stupid things like astrol-
ogy are becoming popu-
lar,” he told a reporter.

The good professor is
no more. But his messa-
ge is hugely relevant
today. Can we promote
scientific temper while
wilfully overlooking
everything that miti-
gates against it?

Take the case of the
brouhaha over “astrolo-
gy OPDs” in Madhya
Pradesh.

The state hit the head-
lines some days ago
when media carried
reports about the Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan-led
government’s proposal
to foist astrologers in
outpatient departments
in hospitals. The nation-
al media ran with the
story. Soon the BJP-
ruled state’s health min-
ister Rustam Singh had
stepped in to inform
journalists that his gov-
ernment had made no
such decision.

The original contro-

versy had been triggered
by a statement of an offi-
cial working for the gov-
ernment-run Maharishi
Patanjali Sanskrit
Sansthan. The gentle-
man had reportedly said
“astrologers and sooth-
sayers” would consult
with patients suffering
from various diseases in
hospital OPDs or outpa-
tient department.

The state government
trashed the media repo-
rts as baseless and said
that the proposed sche-
me was limited to astrol-
ogy consultations at a
yoga centre in Bhopal
where people could con-
sult astrologers and vaa-
stu experts. The consul-
tations may not be relat-
ed to health but to issues
such as marriage, educa-
tion, jobs and so on.

As controversies go,
this one had a short shelf
life. And it is good to
know that the Madhya
Pradesh government
does not have any plans
to wheel in astrologers
into health facilities to
advise patients.

But a niggling question
remains. Should the gov-
ernment be in the busi-
ness of promoting astrol-
ogy at all? The Sansthan
comes under the state’s
department of educa-
tion. One media report
said the Sansthan, whi-
ch has been administer-
ing teaching of Sanskrit
in over 140 government
schools in the state, has
plans to offer a diploma
course in astrology from
later this year. How will
this official push — for
stargazing impact — sci-
entific temper among
young people?

Madhya Pradesh is by
no means the only state
where the government
promotes astrology edu-
cation.

In New Delhi, there is
the Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri Rashtriya Sans-
krit Vidyapeeth, a deem-
ed university, under the
ministry of human reso-
urces development. It
offers a variety of cours-
es on astrology, includ-
ing “medical astrology”

besides its regular fare.
There are others.

Nor did the phenome-
non start with the Nare-
ndra Modi government.
In a 2009 magazine arti-
cle, Meera Nanda, auth-
or of The God Market:
How Globalisation is
Making India More Hin-
du, pointed out how tea-
ching of astrology got its
real push with the Univ-
ersity Grants Commis-
sion’s (UGC) infamous
decision in 2001 to intro-
duce “jyotir vigyan” (ve-
dic astrology) and “kar-
ma kanda” into post-sec-
ondary education.

With this, says 
Ms Nanda, the previous
BJP-led NDA govern-
ment created a new net-
work of deemed univer-
sities, which continue to
provide direct and indi-
rect support for training
Hindu ritualists. The
Union human resource
development ministry,
headed by Murli
Manohar Joshi at that
time, first proposed the
idea. It was eagerly
picked up by the UGC.

UGC’s decision trig-
gered a rumpus among
many of India’s senior
academics, particularly
in the sciences. More
than 100 scientists and
300 political and social
scientists wrote a
protest letter to the gov-
ernment, to no avail.

That was the start.
A 2008 newspaper

report also refers to a
study funded by the UGC
that comes up with this
breath-taking claim —
planetary positions do
affect your health. The
UGC-funded study was
done by the medical
astrology department of
the Lal Bahadur Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth. The UGC,
as everyone knows, is a
statutory body set up by
the Indian government
and is tasked with coor-
dination, determination
and maintenance of sta-

ndards of higher educa-
tion.

No one has any quarrel
with promotion of yoga
or Sanskrit. But astrolo-
gy is a different cup of
tea.

As Ms Nanda points
out in a 2009 magazine
article, while it is true
that Sanskrit education
is deeply intertwined
with the ritualistic
aspects of Hinduism and
the two are often hard to
tease apart, learning to
perform a yagna or puja
is only the practical,
hands-on aspect of mas-
tering Yajurveda for a
degree in Sanskrit. “But
rather than try to draw
lines between teaching
the religious literature
written in Sanskrit and
teaching rituals, the
Indian educational
establishment has gone
the other way: it is using
the cover of teaching
Sanskrit and Hindu phi-
losophy to use public
money and resources to
promote Hindu rituals.”

Many argue that since
most Indians, including
quite a few scientists,
believe in astrology, the-
re is nothing wrong in
promoting it. Many peo-
ple I know also believe
in ghosts. Children
believe in wizards and
the tooth fairy. So,
should we institution-
alise the study of ghosts,
wizards and tooth fairy?

Astrology and palm-
istry are not unique to
India. Many institutions
around the world offer
courses in such subjects.
But few of those bodies
abroad enjoy state sup-
port.

In a country where
most government scho-
ols don’t have laborato-
ries and basic equip-
ment, should the govern-
ment be spending scarce
resources promoting
astrology? In a country
with an abysmal public
healthcare system and
widespread superstition
and quackery, can we
afford to officially pro-
mote stargazing?

As we mourn the pass-
ing away of Prof. Pal,
these are questions to
think about.

The writer focuses on
development issues in

India and emerging
economies. She 

can be reached at
patralekha.chatterjee

@gmail.com
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LETTERS
VANDE MATARAM ISSUE
The debate on singing cou-
ntry's patriotic songs has
resurfaced again with the
Madras high court making
mandatory the song Vande
Mataram to be sung in edu-
cational institutions, offices
and other public places in
Tamil Nadu. Sing Vande Ma-
taram in schools, offices:
Madras HC. Why would the
high court want the people
of the state to sing Vande
Mataram when the apex
court has observed that na-
tional song isn't a concept in
the Constitution? With this
lack of clarity, the order of
the Madras high court opens
room for further disputes.
Also, the HC has said that
everyone should follow the
order and those with
genuine excuses can be
exempted. The HC should
clearly spell out as what
exactly constitutes 'genuine
excuses'. One should un-
derstand that patriotism by
pampering or coddling
cannot be lasting.

R. Sivakumar, Chennai

STAR PERFORMANCE!
Mithali Raj and her team deserve
accolades and awards for their
excellent performance right from
their very first match to the finals in
the Women's World Cup. The
remarkable performance of the
team comprising players most of
whom are with a lean physical
frame but endowed with a steel
mind frame deserves to be etched in
gold in the annals of world cricket.
Though 'Lady Luck' has played
spoilsport at the end of the match as
far as the Indian team is concerned,
for those who have been very close-
ly following the manner in which
every player of our team did per-
form her job, the Indian Blues have
really won the championship.

Yvonne Fernando, 
Chennai 

COLLECTOR IS RIGHT 
Voices of protest from different cor-
ners could be heard against the
remarks of the district collector of
Aurangabad on the issue of build-
ing toilets in every household to
stop persons from defecating in
open fields. It is strange that still
many persons refuse to realise the
danger involved in such uncivil
acts. The angry words of the collec-
tor to sell wife to build toilets
denotes only his anguish over the
reluctance of people to build toilets.
When people can spend for many
other things, important or unim-
portant, he questions why can't they
spare and spend some money for
building toilets at home. But when
it comes to constructing a toilet for
the convenience of their own fami-
ly, all kinds of excuses are given as
to why they cannot afford to build
toilets. 

P.Venkatasubramanian,
Chennai
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RECESSIONISTA CLICKS AND BRICKS
Word  SPY

A person who dresses stylishly 
on a tight budget

A business strategy in which a company combines
online ecommerce with traditional retail outlets

THE NYT CROSSWORD

T
he little guy is
always going to
have a
slingshot and
someone is
going to pay for
it — Vietnam
a n d

Afghanistan characterise this
bloody guerrilla war — where
the heavy hitters were roiled
brutally. Using the topography
to his advantage, the little guy
has always managed to reprise
the David bests Goliath story.
In all such guerrilla wars,
there is always an inflection
point where the little guy stops
running and starts hunting.
The more powerful adversary
is fatigued and in the woof and
bark of gunfire ultimately gets
burnt out and subjugated. The
Soviets, Americans and Sri
Lankans have seen the
phenomenon of rising number
of body bags and public
opinion deflating cries of
patriotism and jingoism. In
Vietnam and Afghanistan, the
US and Soviet Union were
occupying forces and one can
argue that they rightly

received a bloody nose. Of
course, the debate on one
man’s freedom fighter is
another man’s terrorist
remains open ended.

India is peculiarly placed in
this regard and while national
and internal security should be
one of the strongest suits of
any right-wing government,
the blatant mismanagement is
by itself revelatory. From
Islamic militancy to ethno-
centric battles in Northeast to
Maoists rejecting the notion of
India, we have our own
worries. In this game of moral
hazard, the BJP’s lust for
power in Jammu and Kashmir
has allowed Kashmir Valley to
degenerate into a war zone.
Not willing to alter the balance
in state polity where the BJP is
a junior coalition partner and
clings on to power to rule the
Jammu division, while the
Hurriyat has virtually taken
control of south Kashmir as
legitimate soft separatism
practicing PDP has vacated
space leaving the Valley in
complete ferment. By refusing
to recall governor N.N. Vohra,

persisting with Ram Madhav
as the interlocutor, the sore
has reopened and is now
festering. Incidents of
militancy and terror have
risen in the Northeast, while
the spectre of Naxalism refuses
to die down in Chhattisgarh-
Jharkhand area, in the main
Sukma-Jagdalpur forests
where their writ runs large.

Has India’s deep state failed
to deal with these internal
security challenges? Is there a
national and internal security
doctrine in place? Do we have a
“one size fits all” approach or
are we approaching each
adversity with a different
stratagem? Now as we stand in
perpetual eyeball to eyeball not
just on the western front, but
equally in Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh pitted
against a bellicose Chinese, a
doctrine is imperative. More
than that we need to combat
insurgent and militant forces
which subvert and threaten
the idea of India. Agreed that
these are a combination of
terror proxies and local
militia, but they have to be
stamped out ruthlessly. 

The narrative has changed
alarmingly in Kashmir from
the time the BJP-PDP coalition
took power. The very first
decision of the Mufti helmed
government to release the
dreaded Masrat Alam,
ideological heir to Syed Ali
Shah Geelani should have
raised Cain, but the BJP at the

Centre chose to ignore the first
danger signal. And they have
ignored several more since at
their own peril. In March 2015
when the PDP decided to
release him days after being
sworn in, the BJP was
blindsided and therein lies the
continuing tale of woe. Barely
an hour after taking oath on
March 1, the chief minister
credited separatists and
Pakistan for the smooth
conduct of Assembly polls in
the Valley. Days later, eight
PDP legislators described the
hanging of Parliament attack
convict Afzal Guru as a
“travesty of justice” and
demanded the return of his
mortal remains. It was a
carefully calibrated agenda.
Finally, the PDP, which came
under pressure from the BJP
and the Centre government,
rearrested Alam on April 17 for
“sedition” and “waging war
against the state” under the
Public Safety Act. Alam had

raised pro-Pakistan slogans in
a separatist rally on April 15
where Pakistani flags were
also hoisted. 

Upping the ante was part of
the mainstreaming of
militancy programme
undertaken by PDP. Push
came to shove with self-styled
commander Burhan Wani’s
killing by security forces last
year. And since then, there has
been mayhem. That the stone-
pelters have been funded by
Pakistan is a puerile
admission of a stated fact. To
continue saying that Pakistan
is behind the chaos after
nearly 30 years of bloodletting
is like making mockery of the
severe losses that the security
forces have taken. Of course,
all this is now known and in
public domain, the discourse
has to go beyond this, it has to
bring closure to the running
sore. That the rabid Hurriyat
was on the verge of declaring
parts of south Kashmir as a
liberated zone is worrisome.
That we don’t have the
political will to deal with
Kashmir is a sorry and
established fact. The
government has the majority
and it needs to push the
envelope on a material
transformation in Kashmir.
Abrogate Article 370 and allow
mobility and integration and
resolve the issue once and for
all. Take a meaningful decision
and save lives of security
forces. Kashmir has gone way

beyond rhetoric like choosing
between terrorism and
tourism. Wahabi Salafism has
polluted the Valley rapidly to
create a new anti-India
sentiment. To keep harping
that a handful of districts and a
handful of people in the Valley
are running a pro-Pakistan
agenda and holding the state to
ransom is to continue deluding
ourselves of the systemic risk
to the idiom of India that exists
on the ground in the Valley.
Political Islam is a spanking
new ideology that is riven with
hate and anger. 

Arecent report confirms
the spreading malaise
and how we have been

unable to cauterise these
lacerations, which are much
more than flesh wounds. The
data, analysed by a national
consortium for the study of
terrorism and responses to
terrorism, contracted with the
US state department, reveals
that India is third after Iraq
and Afghanistan in terms of
terror attacks. Pakistan had
held the position earlier. Out of
11,072 terror attacks in 2016
worldwide, India bore the
brunt of 927, 16 per cent more
than 2015 (798). The number of
deaths in India also rose 17 per
cent from 289 in 2015 to 337 last
year while the number of
injured increased from 500 in
2015 to 636 last year. On the
other hand, the number of
terror attacks in Pakistan

reduced by 27 per cent to 734 in
2016 from 1,010 in 2015. The US
analysis has labelled Naxals
the third most deadly terror
organisation in the world after
ISIS and Taliban, even ahead
of Boko Haram. The CPI
(Maoist) was behind 336 terror
attacks last year in which 174
people were killed and 141
were injured. More than half of
the terror attacks in 2016 took
place in four states — J&K,
Chhattisgarh, Manipur and
Jharkhand. What is worse is
the alienation of Muslim
Kashmir and the ever-
widening trust deficit with
Hindu India.

Waging war against the state
can end only one way — a
bullet-ridden body — there is
no other recourse. At the same
time, some sort of dialogue has
to be initiated with the
separatists for they control the
minds and hearts of the angry
youth. 

Further, in spite of all the
reaching out to the seven
sisters in the Northeast,
insurgency continues
unabated particularly in
Assam, Nagaland and
Manipur. India has to bring its
national security doctrine up
to speed to deal with these
combat theatres. It has to be an
effective combination of iron
fist and velvet glove. We seem
to be out of touch with both for
the security forces and
military installations are in
the line of fire everywhere.

LONDON

B
rexit”, says my
friend David
Aaronovitch, “is
dying”. We
Remainer irreconcil-

ables certainly hope so. But
there’s a slim chance the grisly
Brexit project could yet pull
through, and it’s right to
acknowledge this. So in a spir-
it of candid friendship I write
this letter to die-hard Leavers,
of whom a small — but vigor-
ous — colony survives in
Spectator.

Dear Leavebugs, 
You know I am not of your

number, but I understand you.
I even feel for you. The
Leave/Remain split is not a
divide between two halves of
the British population, but a
war within the breast of each
person. Every feeling you’ve
had, I’ve experienced too. Civil
wars are always bitter; wars
within ourselves the most bit-
ter of all.

As an understanding friend,

therefore, though never an
ally, I write to warn you that
your project is in deep trouble.

I know what you really want.
You just want Britain out of
any entanglement that spans
the English Channel. For you
this is as much an emotional
longing as a practical calcula-
tion — an antipathy whose
roots go deep, back to the first
and second world wars, to the
Napoleonic wars, to England’s
fear of the French Revolution;
back (though some of you may
disown this root) to Protestant
England’s detestation of Rome.

Be honest with yourselves.
Though you’re ready to assert
the material benefits you say
could flow from leaving
Europe, you know in your
heart that such calculations
are secondary and speculative.
They are not what drive you,
but a posteriori arguments for
an impulse that came, first,
from your heart: an impulse
that would survive the demoli-
tion of any argument of eco-
nomic advantage. Admit it.
For you this isn’t about money.

Shut your eyes and make a
supreme effort to confess your
inner motivation. What is your
immediate, instinctive,
unguarded answer to the ques-
tion: “What if Brexit made us
poorer?” You know, don’t you?

You’d be disappointed, of
course, and sorry. Impover-
ishment isn’t what you expect.
But you’d still think it was
right to leave. Your reasons
are almost spiritual. They
relate to our whole identity as
a people; our nation’s soul; our
place in history. They do not
(you believe) sit easily on any
spreadsheet of material gains
or losses, but are about des-
tiny. Perhaps only secretly you
could contemplate the idea of
being poorer yet prouder: of
exchanging a bit of take-home
pay for that greater prize: inde-
pendence and national self-
respect. You find haggling
about GDP, chlorinated chick-

en and Toyota’s tariffs beneath
the argument.

I, too, am conscious of those
feelings within myself. But we
have to remind ourselves there
was never a majority, never
will be a majority, and was cer-
tainly no majority at the
European referendum last
year, for impoverishing our-
selves in pursuit of national
self-respect. You know very
well that it was fear of such an
eventuality that you needed to
dispel during your Leave cam-
paign. Hence that “£350 million
for the NHS” you always knew
was offside but dared not repu-
diate. You know you could not
have won without such reas-
surances.That reassurance has
been shattered. Voters have
understood we’ll take a hit. Few
now believe we’ll be richer.
People are coming to fear we
would be poorer. You do surely
know this is the way the mood
is turning. You know, too, how
the same mood is growing with-
in the Lords and Commons.
You may think this faintheart-
edness is misplaced, but you
cannot think it is temporary.

And you know MPs run with
the breeze. Can you still belie-
ve the “hard” Brexit you fav-
our, requiring Britain’s depar-
ture from the single market
and the customs union, will
ever get through this parliame-
nt, still less a new one under a
new government? Your ver-
sion of Brexit will either break
or be broken by government.

This leaves you with two
alternatives. The first is to set-
tle (as you’d see it) for half a
loaf, and reconcile yourselves
to a “soft” Brexit, with conces-
sions to the EU on the
European Court of Justice, on
immigration and on the right
to make our own trade deals.

To do this, though, brings a
terrible risk for you: one I’ve
have warned about ever since
the referendum. This “soft”
Brexit on which you might fall
back is essentially the

“Norwegian option”. But you
Leavers and we Remainers
argued so powerfully during
the campaign that we couldn’t
see how being rule-takers but
no longer rule-makers was bet-
ter than staying a member.
That led you to say “right out”
and us to say “stay in”.

Wisely, you Brexiteers
dropped the Norway idea. Now
we Remainers are reviving it.
Beware. Ask yourselves why.
Beware, too, Remainers bear-
ing “transitional arrange-
ments” for the single market,
customs union, and jurisdic-
tion of the ECJ. Suspect a plot
by my lot to procrastinate
until you lot slip out of vogue.
Deadlines for any “transition”
can be put back until kingdom
come. Allow us to lure you into
these thickets, and you lose.

Your other alternative is
bolder. Cheat Parliament of its
chance to vote down a deal by
never reaching one. Keep your
hostage in Downing Street and
storm on towards the cliff edge
in which we tumble out of the
EU without agreement.
Persuade public opinion that
Brussels bullies brought us to
this breakdown, negotiation is
now impossible, and Britain
must walk away — and damn
the consequences.

Damning the consequences is
all that’s open to you now.
Double or quits: a reckless
strategy that could destroy the
Conservative Party and land
you in the rogues’ gallery of
history, but it’s your only
hope. You speak for millions,
but unfortunately not tens of
millions. Good luck Charles;
good luck, James F and James
D; good luck Freddy, Rod,
Dominic, Douglas. The way
things are going it’s double or
quits for all of you. We who are
not about to die, salute you.

As ever, Matthew.

By arrangement with 
the Spectator

Brexiteers must admit their mistake

ACROSS

1 Honor in a big way
5 “The Aviator” actor,
2004
9 Fictional swords-
man
14 Stoked
15 Province of NW
Spain
16 Word that’s its
own synonym when
its first two letters
are replaced with “w”
17 “At the ___” (sub-
title of a 1978 hit)
18 Fellow
19 Relatives of 
kites
20 N.E.A. member?:
Abbr.
21 Language related
to Hopi
23 Terse response to
an order
24 “Well, yeah!”
25 Md or Rn fig.
26 Notable 1973
defendant
27 Establishes

31 Dickens character
“with a dead lull
about her”
33 University in
Melbourne
35 Occasional meat
eater
37 Carl Sagan’s
sequel to “Cosmos”
39 Gloss
42 Quick to put up, in
a way
44 Great Trek figure
of the 1830s
45 Spring’s cyclic
counterpart
47 Company behind
Hitchcock’s
“Notorious”
48 One making bank-
to-bank transfers?
49 James and Jones of
jazz
51 Battles
52 Dungeons &
Dragons race
54 “___ it up and spit
it out” (“My Way”
lyric)
55 What’s more

56 Totally occupy
57 Trailer segment
58 Color close to puce
59 Like many towels
60 One of two 
areas on a football
line
61 Play award?

DOWN

1 Front
2 See how many hits
you get, say
3 Five-star
4 Pulitzer-winning
novelist Jennifer
5 Fountain growth
6 1994-2000 TV talk
show
7 “Who’da thunk it?!”
8 During pregnancy
9 Crush
10 Be subtly and
snarkily insulting
11 “Girls” girl 
played by Lena
Dunham
12 Portmanteau in the
frozen food aisle

13 Word with sound
or storm
22 Part of many a
scandal
28 Peddler of reli-
gious literature
29 Attempt to cure
30 Like many major
highways
32 Less genial
34 Science of nutri-
tion
36 Basic
38 Starts to 
practice

39 Jim ___, one-hand-
ed Yankee who
pitched a no-hitter in
1993
40 Knuckle-headed
antic?
41 Like Mars 
vis-à-vis Jupiter
43 Like centerfolds,
typically
46 Grill setting
50 9/
51 Use an e-cig
53 Bug catcher,
maybe

A plan to take on the threat within

Meditate on the
Lord’s name

God the searcher of
hearts. Like a body
reflected in a mir-

ror, dwells in every heart.
Nothing produces an
effect or impression on
Him. He is free from all
entanglements and
devoid of caste. When one
looks at one’s own face 
in water, it can produce
no impression on 
it”, writes Namdev, a
bhakti saint from
Maharashtra. Namdev,
through his poetry in
Hindi and Marathi,
showed the path of love
and devotion. 

He rejected idol-worship
and rituals and customs.
Namdev centered his
devotion on “Nirankar”
(without any form) as the
Ultimate Truth and this
philosophy of simple reli-
gious life was in coordi-
nation with the Sikh ide-
o l o g y .
H e n c e ,
N a m d e v ’ s
hymns are
included in
the Guru
G r a n t h
Sahib.

G u r u
Arjan Dev,
who com-
piled the Guru Granth
Sahib in 1604, included 61
hymns of Namdev as well
as the compositions of
saints like Kabir,
Ravidas, Farid,
Trilochan, Sain, Pipa,
Dhanna and others,
belonging to different
faiths, castes, creeds and
regions. 

This also makes the
Guru Granth Sahib a
truly sacred and a secular
book.

Namdev was a prolific
poet. His verses were the
way to connect with the
Almighty. Born in 1270,
in Satara district of
Maharashtra, in a family
of a tailor, Namdev
expressed his feelings
using his profession as a
medium. 

Imbued with the naam
of the divine, he sings: 

My heart is a yard mea-
sure,
my tongue a shears
With it, I manage and cut
off death’s noose...
I repeat the name of God
day and night
I dye what ought to be
dyed and I sew what
ought to be sewed...
My needle is of gold
my thread of silver,
Nam’s soul is attached 
to God

The spiritual journey of

Namdev was a shift from
a sargun (with attributes)
to a nirgun (formless,
absolute) bhakti. 

He, under the influence
of Jnanadeva, became a
devotee of Vitthala
(Vishnu) of Pandharpur
and spent his time in wor-
ship and kirtan. 

It is believed that Lord
Vishnu had come to visit
Namdev in the guise of a
leper. 

Vishnu kept his dirty
foot over the Nagnath
image and asked 
Namdev to remove it to a
place where Shiva did not
exist. 

Namdev tried but could
not find such a place as he
found the image of Shiva
everywhere. 

Namdev exclaimed,
“There is one God of vari-
ous manifestations con-
tained in and filling

e v e r y t h i n g ;
wherever I look
there is He...
Everything is
God, every-
thing is God,
there is nothing
but God”.

This journey
marked a peri-
od of transfor-

mation, from a particle to
abundance. 

Namdev describes the
experience beautifully as,
“If I bring a pitcher and
fill it with water to bathe
the idol, forty-two lakhs
of animal species are in
the water; God is
contained in them; why
should I bathe Him?... If I
bring flowers and weave
a garland to worship the
idol, the bee has 
first smelled the flowers;
God is contained in the
bee; why should I weave
Him a garland? In this
world is God; in the next
world is God; there is no
part of the world without
Him”.

Namdev emphasised on
love, devotion and purity
of conduct. 

He exhorts people to dis-
card superstitions and
performance of rituals to
ask for worldly gains. 

He says, “If thou give
me an empire, what glory
shall it be to me?...
Worship God, O my soul,
and thou shall obtain the
dignity of salvation”.
Namdev, true to his name
(god of simran), was dyed
completely with the
colour of devotion.

Kulbir Kaur teaches 
sociology at Shyama

Prasad Mukherji College,
Delhi University 

The government needs
to push the envelope on
a material transforma-
tion in Kashmir.
Abrogate Article 370
and allow mobility and
integration and resolve
the issue once and for
all. Take a meaningful
decision and save lives
of security forces.

Sandeep Bamzai 

Retrofit

Kulbir Kaur

Matthew
Parris
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Koalas sleep
around 18 hours
a day
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IN BRIEF

London: Commonly used
antibiotics may be harming
the good microbes that are
essential to a healthy envi-

ronment, a study warns.
When people take antibiotics,
their bodies break down and
metabolise only a portion of
the drugs. The rest is excret-

ed and enters wastewater. As
wastewater treatment plants

are not designed to fully
remove antibiotic or other

pharmaceutical compounds,
many of those compounds

reach natural systems where
they can accumulate and
harm microbes in nature,

researchers said. That is a big
concern because many

microbial species found in
the environment are benefi-
cial, playing important roles

in natural cycles of nutrients,
primary production and cli-

mate regulation. Some
microbes also degrade

organic contaminants, such
as pesticides, researchers

said. “The amount of antibi-
otics is very, very low - there

are normally nanogrammes
per litre of these molecules

found in natural environ-
ments,” said Paola Grenni, a

microbial ecologist at the
National Research Council’s
Water Research Institute in

Italy. “But the antibiotics and
also other pharmaceuticals
can have an effect even in

low concentrations, the so-
called environmental side-

effects,” Grenni added. The
release of antibiotics into nat-

ural systems is a “real-life
experiment” with conse-

quences that are not yet fully
known. There’s a need for

more specific protections of
environmental microbes

given their importance to
functioning ecosystems,

researchers said. It is impor-
tant for nations to work to

reduce unnecessary antibiotic
use and the release of those

antibiotics that are needed
into the environment,

researchers said.
— PTI

Antibiotics 
may pose 

environmental
risks: Study

Paris: High-kicking
dancers are enthralling
full houses again at the
Moulin Rouge and art
lovers are swarming the
Louvre as Paris enjoys a
tourism revival after plum-

meting numbers brought
on by terror attacks. 

Tourists are increasingly
refusing to give in to fear of
being caught up in a
jihadist attack such as the
November 2015 bloodbath
in the French capital and
flocking in droves once
more. 

In a rebound that began
at the end of 2016, Paris
saw a record 2.6 million for-
eign arrivals in the first
four months of this year —
a 19 per cent increase over
the same period in 2016.

Top Moulin Rouge offi-
cial Jean-Victor Clerico
shakes his head as he looks
back at the “black year” of
2016, when the cavernous
hall was only three-quar-
ters full on an average
night.

The world’s most famous
cabaret enjoyed a brief
uptick but a series of
events — street protests
against labour reforms,
foul weather, and a truck
rampage in the southern
city of Nice that claimed 86
lives — combined “to com-
pletely wipe out the recov-
ery,”  said.

Since then terror attacks
have become more fre-
quent and widespread, hit-
ting not just France 
but also Belgium, Britain
and Germany sparking 
“a kind of fatalism”, 
said Josette Sicsic, head 
of Touriscopie, a firm 
that tracks tourist behav-
iour. 

As 68-year-old American
tourist Rinkie Pollack put
it: “If it’s your time, it’s
your time.”

Visiting from San Diego,
California, the retiree said:
“There’s nowhere in the
world where you’re safe.”

Terror attacks “are

affecting tourism for short-
er and shorter periods”,
Sicsic said, adding that
people come to Paris
telling themselves: “You
have to be vigilant, because
everyone is aware that the
world has changed.”

The tourism ministry
expects a five to six per
cent increase in overall
arrivals to France this
year, for a new record of 89
million visitors in 2017.

The lowest point for Paris
came at the end of March
2016 — four and a half
months after the Paris

attacks, when Islamic State
group jihadists targeted
ordinary people enjoying
an evening out at trendy
eateries, a concert hall and
the national stadium.

The shootings and bomb-
ings left 130 people dead
and prompted the govern-
ment to impose a state of
emergency — which is still
in effect after being
renewed several times.

Some 14.5 million people
visited the capital overall
in 2016, a drop of five per-
cent from the previous
year.

Last year’s tourist num-
bers were also affected by
social unrest as hundreds
of thousands took to the
streets around France in
sometimes violent protests
against labour reforms.

In addition, a relentless
series of robberies target-
ing Asians, especially
Chinese, since 2013 have
been a deterrent. 

But it is Chinese tourists,
as well as Americans, who
are expected to set new
records this year.

Clerico said “the fear dis-
sipated a little” as attacks

mounted in other
European countries.

Twin suicide attacks in
Brussels in March 2016
claimed 32 lives, while
December of that year saw
a truck ramming at a
Christmas market in
Berlin that killed 12.

The latest vehicle inci-
dent was in London in
March, when a man
ploughed his car into
pedestrians on
Westminster Bridge,
killing five.

Nicolas Lefebvre, direc-
tor of the Paris Tourism

Office, like Sicsic and
Clerico, said he thought
people were becoming
inured to terrorism.

“The constant repetition
of these events — there
have been several in a few
months, thankfully less
deadly — has made them
sort of part of the land-
scape, and it no longer
stops people from imagin-
ing, thinking about, and
organising a trip to
Europe, and to Paris in par-
ticular,” he said.

Sicsic said potential
tourists have concluded
that they “can be hit by a
terrorist act in their coun-
try of origin or when trav-
elling (so) you can’t keep
boycotting Paris, London
and so on”.

Enjoying a salad on the
terrace of a Champs-
Elysees restaurant, 25-
year-old Alexa Derby said
she and her family have
“felt pretty safe the whole
time we’ve been here.”

Derby, who works as a
snorkel boat deckhand in
Hawaii, added: “I mean 
it (terrorism) is definitely
on your mind, but what are
you going to do? Hide your
whole life and not travel?”

South African housewife
Susan Sobel, 64, visiting
Paris for the second time
since 2007, said: “You 
have to seize the moment
and hopefully you’ll be
safe.”

However, Britons are
contributing less to the
recovery because of a
factor that has nothing to
do with terrorism: their
vote to leave the European
Union has dragged down
the pound, making travel
to the Continent more
expensive.

— AFP

Paris tourism alive & kicking
again after terror doldrums

Bangkok: An Army “Big Shot”
whose influence seeped across
the south, Lieutenant-General
Manas Kongpan sat at the apex of
Thailand’s grisly trade in
humans, raking in an untold for-
tune to keep prying eyes off the
trafficking route.

As the number of desperate
Rohingya and Bangladeshis shut-
tled through the trafficking oper-
ation shot up, so did Manas’ rank
in the Thai military. 

But the silver-haired general
was condemned to 27 years in
prison recently for profiting from
the trade, an extraordinarily rare

conviction of a senior member of
an army that dominates the king-
dom.

The 61-year-old’s downfall was
hastened in 2015 after investiga-
tors uncovered secret jungle pris-
ons in the south where traffickers
starved and tortured migrants
while holding them for ransom. 

The discovery exposed
Thailand’s horrifying role in a
criminal operation that shifted
victims from Myanmar to
Malaysia, and forced the ruling
junta to launch a belated crack-
down.

Police followed a money trail
that lead straight to Manas, an
army hardliner with a passion
for bullfighting.

“He was involved in such an
obvious way... At a time when the
junta was really trying to show
themselves to be clean,” said Paul
Chambers, an expert on

Thailand’s military. “He is going
down because he was at the
wrong place at the wrong time.”

Manas was first highlighted as a
suspect in early 2015 after 98 fam-

ished Rohingya were found in
trucks in Nakhon Si Thammarat,
stopped by a random police
checkpoint.

Provincial police — aided by
anti-trafficking NGO Freeland —
used the drivers’ cellphones to
trace their regular route.

The trail carved through
Thailand’s southern neck from
coastal Ranong, where boatloads
of migrants arrived from
Myanmar, to malaria-infested
camps near the Malaysian border,
where they were held in
appalling conditions.

Phone and e-banking records
from the drivers led to key traf-
ficker Sunan Saengthong, a
Ranong politician and business-
man who had deposited nearly
$600,000 in accounts belonging to
Manas.

In May 2015 police found more
bank slips revealing that Sunan’s

nephew had also transferred
huge sums to Manas, including
some $400,000 in just over a
month.

Sunan was jailed for 35 years in
a separate trial but his nephew
Nattaphat Saengthong and others
remain at large.

Around the time of the money
transfers, Manas served as a top
commander of Thailand’s south-
ern security arm. 

His job was to enforce its con-
troversial “push-back” policy —
which meant turning around
boats of stateless Rohingya who
were trying to flee persecution in
Myanmar.

But he used this position to do
just the opposite, according to
last week’s verdict, which
exposed a matrix of collusion
between state officials and busi-
nessmen who profited from traf-
ficking. — AFP

Rise and fall of General Manas: Thailand’s top trafficker

A file photo of people sunbathing and cooling in a fountain on the Trocadero Esplanade, across from the Eiffel Tower,
in Paris. High-kicking dancers are enthralling full houses again at the Moulin Rouge and art lovers are swarming the
Louvre as Paris enjoys a tourism revival after plummeting numbers brought on by terror attacks. — AFP

A file photo of Thai Army
Lieutenant-General Manas
Kongpan (C) being surrounded by
police officers as he turns himself
in at the police headquarters in
Bangkok — AFP 

■ Tourists
are increas-
ingly 
refusing to
give in to
fear of being
caught up in
a jihadist
attack such
as the
November
2015 blood-
bath in the
French 
capital and
flocking in
droves once
more.

Gina Doggett
and Paul
Gypteau
focus

Aidan Jones,
Sally Mairs
meanwhile

Moscow: Two years ago, Luiza
Nesterova would never have
dreamt of cycling to work in
Russia’s capital. But now she bikes
everywhere, undeterred by busy
roads that are still a battleground
for cyclists.

In the city of 12 million, biking
round snarled streets seems to
make perfect sense, but Moscow
“isn’t an easy city for cyclists,”
admits 30-year-old Nesterova, a con-
sultant in a finance company.
Uncrossable highways filled with
speeding cars cut through the cen-
tre, drivers are oblivious to cyclists
and, for over half the year, the city
is smothered in snow and ice.  

Every day — winter or summer —
Nesterova gets on her pale green
bike, undaunted, and rides for more
than five kilometres along very
busy roads with no cycle lanes and
no cycle helmet. “When it snows, I
just wear warmer gloves,” she says,
adding that she gets in the saddle
even when it is minus 27 degrees
Celsius.

To encourage other Muscovites to
do the same, she has created an
Instagram page  — @luizinbike2.0
— that gets viewed more than 5,400
times per day. She often gets inter-
viewed by Russian media and has
become a kind of “ambassador” for
cycling.

“My dream is for cycling to
become the norm and for people

not to see me as ‘brave’ any more,”
she said. “There are more and more
people, who would like to ride bikes
but they are very scared of cars
here and so drivers don’t learn to
share the road with cyclists.”

“Moscow is a city made for cars.”
In a bid to change that negative

image, Moscow city hall has invest-
ed in developing cycling over the
last couple of years.

In 2013 the city launched its own
bike sharing system, Velobike,
copying the “Boris Bikes” and
“Velib” networks in London and
Paris. Last year, some 196,000 peo-
ple got bikes from the now 380 sta-
tions around the city. The authori-
ties spend some 150 million rubles
($2.5 million, 2.2 million euros)
annually on the scheme. 

At the same time, Moscow’s mod-
est number of cycle lanes has also
expanded. But, still, it remains just
a fraction of the amount in estab-
lished bike-friendly capitals in
Western Europe. — AFP

Pedal power sways
Muscovites despite perils

Anaïs lobet
aside

A file photo of participants of the
Moscow bicycle parade riding in a
street of Moscow — AFP
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IN BRIEF

SIKH TOLD 
TO TAKE OFF 

KIRPAN IN OZ
Melbourne, July 26: A Sikh
man in Australia was asked to
take off his kirpan and “get
out” of a bus when a passenger
called police in panic after see-
ing the ceremonial knife, a
media report said on
Wednesday.

Police boarded a busy com-
muter bus in Auckland on
Tuesday after a passenger was
seen carrying a ceremonial
knife, traditionally worn by
Sikhs. “We looked out the win-
dow and we could see and the
police car behind us with
sirens blaring and armed men
all around us. One policeman
stormed into the bus with a
gun in his hand and said to the
guy, ‘Get your hands up so we
can see them and get out of the
bus’,” New Zealand Herald
quoted a witness as saying.

The passenger, thought to be
in his 20s, was wearing a tur-
ban and had a long, curved
“sword-like” kirpan strapped
behind his back on the left side,
which the police removed, said
the witness.

A police spokeswoman said
officers were called after a
member of the public reported
seeing a kirpan. She said the
armed offenders squad was not
sent and the officers were not
armed. “Police spoke with the
man, who is a Sikh.”

If the enemy
steps over pa-
rt of the deal,
we will do the

same. If they st-
ep over the ent-
ire deal, we will

do the same
— Hassan Rouhani,

Iran Prez on US nuke deal

Sister Nivedita’s family home in London
to be commemorated with a special
plaque on her 150th birth anniversary
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Village council
order’s rape of girl

Lahore: A 16-year-old girl
was raped by a man in front

of her family on the orders of
the village council as a pun-

ishment after her brother was
accused of raping the man’s

sister in Pakistan’s Punjab
province. Police arrested 20

people after the incident that
took place on July 18 in Rajp-
ur village in Muzaffarabad in

the province, Multan division.
It is the same district where

in early 2000 Mukhtaran Mai
was raped on the order of

the village council, triggering
an international outrage.

Denying husbands
sex is abuse: MP
Kuala Lumpur: A Malaysian

lawmaker came under fire on
Wednesday for saying that

women who deny their hus-
bands sex were subjecting

them to “psychological and
emotional abuse”. Che

Mohamad Zulkifly Jusoh, a
Muslim MP from the ruling

coalition, said during a par-
liamentary debate on domes-

tic violence that husbands
often suffer emotional

attacks rather than physical
abuse. “They (wives) insult

their husbands and refuse his
sexual needs,” he said.

Woman wrecks
ex’s $950K violins

Tokyo: A woman has been
arrested in Japan on suspi-

cion of destroying 54 violins
and 70 bows worth around

$9,50,000 that were owned
by her ex-husband, police

and media said on
Wednesday. The 34-year-old

was arrested for allegedly
breaking into a man’s home

and wrecking the instru-
ments, with reports that the

violins had been made or
collected by her 62-year-old

former partner. The collec-
tion included an Italian-made
instrument worth $4,45,000.

EU upholds Hamas
terror listing

Luxembourg: The EU’s top
court on Wednesday upheld

the bloc’s decision to put Pa-
lestinian Islamist movement

Hamas on its terror blacklist.
The EU Court of Justice over-

turned a 2014 ruling by the
bloc’s second highest court,

saying it “should not have
annulled Hamas’ retention on
the European list of terrorist

organisations”. The lower co-
urt sparked outrage when it
said Hamas should be dro-
pped from the list because
the EU had made the deci-
sion based on information

from the media and internet.

London, July 26: Sperm
counts in men from Am-
erica, Europe, Australia
and New Zealand have
dropped by more than 50
per cent in less than 40
years, researchers said on
Wednesday.

They also said the rate of
decline is not slowing.
Both findings — in a meta-
analysis bringing together
various studies — pointed
to a potential decline in
male health and fertility.

“This study is an urgent
wake-up call for resear-
chers and health authori-

ties around the world to
investigate the causes of
the sharp ongoing drop in
sperm count,” said Hagai
Levine, who co-led the wo-
rk at the Hebrew
University-Hadassah Bra-
un School of Public Health
and Community Medicine
in Jerusalem.

The analysis did not
explore reasons for the
decline, but researchers
said falling sperm counts
have previously been
linked to various factors
such as exposure to cer-
tain chemicals and pesti-

cides, smoking, stress and
obesity.

This suggests measures
of sperm quality may
reflect the impact of mod-

ern living on male health
and act as a “canary in the
coal mine” signaling
broader health risks, they
said.

Humans could become
extinct if sperm counts in
men continue to fall at cur-
rent rates, a doctor has
warned. “If we will not
change the ways that we
are living and the environ-
ment and the chemicals
that we are exposed to, I
am very worried about
what will happen in the
future,” Dr Hagai Levine
told BBC.

Studies have reported
declines in sperm count
since the early 1990s, but
many of those have been
questioned because they

did not account for poten-
tially major confounding
factors such as age, sexual
activity and the types of
men involved.

The same trend was not
seen in other parts of the
world such as South
America, Africa and Asia,
although the scientists
said fewer studies had
been carried out there.

An expert said it was the
“most comprehensive to
date”, and described the
figures as “shocking” and
a “wake-up call”. 

— Agencies

Sperm count drop could make man extinct
■ 50% drop in sperm count in less than 40 years in Europe, America, AusFERTILITY | CRISIS

GLOBE TROT

MAN TRIES TO SMUGGLE
COBRAS IN CANS OF CHIPS

ALos Angeles man
was arrested on
Wednesday after

federal prosecutors said
he arranged to smuggle
into the US three live,
highly venomous king
cobra snakes hidden in
potato chip canisters.

Rodrigo Franco, 34,
was charged with ille-
gally importing mer-
chandise into the coun-
try in connection with a
parcel from Hong Kong
that was intercepted by
US Customs and Border
Protection agents on
March 2 containing the
2-foot snakes concealed

inside the canisters.
Three albino Chinese

soft-shelled turtles were
also found in the pack-
age, prosecutors said,
adding that Franco on
that same day mailed a
box to Hong Kong with
six protected turtles
inside.

According to a compl-
aint filed in the case,
Franco admitted during
an interview with au-
thorities he had previ-
ously received a total of
20 king cobras in two
prior shipments but all
the snakes had died in
transit. — Reuters

Trump’s hands tied
on Russia sanctions
Washington, July 26:
Eager to punish Russia for
meddling in the 2016 elec-
tion, the US House over-
whelmingly backed a new
package of sanctions
against Moscow that pro-
hibits President Donald
Trump from waiving the
penalties without first get-
ting permission from
Congress.

Lawmakers passed the
legislation, 419-3 on
Wednesday, clearing it for
action by the Senate. If
senators move quickly, the
Bill could be ready for Mr
Trump’s signature before
Congress exits
Washington for its regular
August recess. 

The Senate, like the
House, is expected to pass
the legislation by a veto-
proof margin. The pack-
age, which targets Russia,
Iran and North Korea,
“tightens the screws on
our most dangerous adver-
saries in order to keep
Americans safe,” House
Speaker Paul Ryan said.

The 184-page measure
serves as a rebuke of the
Kremlin’s military aggres-
sion in Ukraine and Syria,
where Russian President
Vladimir Putin has
backed President Bashar
Assad.

Meanwhile, Moscow and
the European Union hit
out at the US over the new
sanctions.

While Moscow and Teh-
ran raised the prospect of
retaliation over any fresh
punitive measures, the EU
also warned it was “ready
to act to protect European
interests” if the legisla-
tion hit dealings with the
Russian energy sector.

Despite initially oppos-
ing the bill, Mr Trump
appears to have few
options in the face of near-
total consensus in
Congress, with a decision
likely due by mid-August.

Moscow responded
angrily to the vote, with
deputy foreign minister
Sergei Ryabkov insisting
Washington had been
warned “dozens of times”
that any new sanctions
would “not go unan-
swered”.

In a rare feat, the US vote
has also managed to upset
EU nations worried that it
could damage their ener-
gy interests. — AFP

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania walk off the stage after a rally in Ohio
on Wednesday. The rally coincided with the senates vote on Obamacare. — AFP

Youngstown, Ohio, July
26: Celebrating a slim but
symbolic healthcare win,
Donald Trump told sup-
porters in Ohio the nation
was one step closer to lib-
eration from the
“Obamacare nightmare.”

“You think that’s easy?
That’s not easy,” he told a
crowd of thousands just
hours after the senate took
a small but hard-fought
first step toward Republi-
cans’ years-long promise
to repeal and replace
Obamacare. “We’re now
one step closer to liberat-
ing our citizens from this
Obamacare nightmare
and delivering great
health care.”

He talked up his first six
months in office, claiming
no other President had
done “anywhere near”
what he’d done in his first
six months. — AP

Washington, July 26:
President Donald Trump
announced on Wednesday
that transgender people
may not serve “in any
capacity” in the US mili-
tary, citing the “tremen-
dous medical costs and
disruption” their pres-
ence would cause.

The announcement
served as a stunning
reversal for the US mili-
tary, which has spent
recent months working
with the heads of service
branches to implement a
plan put in place under
Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration to start accepting
transgender recruits.

“After consultation with
my generals and military
experts, please be advised
that the United States
Government will not
accept or allow transgen-
der individuals to serve in

any capacity in the US
Military,” Mr Trump
tweeted.

“Our military must be
focused on decisive and
overwhelming victory and
cannot be burdened with
the tremendous medical
costs and disruption that
transgender in the mili-
tary would entail. Thank
you.”

Estimates of the number
of transgender troops in
the military vary widely.

A much-cited study by
the Rand Corporation in
June 2016 found there are
between 1,320 and 6,630
among the 1.3 million
active duty service mem-
bers.

But the Human Rights
Campaign civil rights
organisation said there
are currently about 15,000
serving transgender
troops. — AFP

DON CELEBRATES
HEALTHCARE 
BILL VICTORY

No transgenders in
US military: Trump

Kandahar, July 26: At
least 26 Afghan soldiers
have been killed and 13
wounded in a Taliban
attack on a military base
in Kandahar province, the
defence ministry said on
Wednesday, the latest blow
to struggling security
forces.

The militants “attacked
an army camp in Karzali
area of Khakrez district of
Kandahar last night,”
MoD spokesman General
Dawlat Waziri said.

Afghan soldiers “bravely
resisted”, he said, killing
more than 80 insurgents.

Residents in the area
described an hours-long
attack launched by a 30-
strong convoy carrying
“hundreds” of Taliban

who assaulted the base
from multiple directions.

Air support was called
in, several residents said,
though that was not
immediately confirmed
by officials. The insur-
gents claimed the attack
via their Twitter account.

The resurgent Taliban
have been ramping up
their campaign against
beleaguered government

forces, underscoring ris-
ing insecurity in the war-
torn country throughout
the warmer weather fight-
ing season.

Afghan security forces,
beset by killings, deser-
tions and non-existent
“ghost soldiers” on the
payroll, have been strug-
gling to beat back insur-
gents since US-led Nato
troops ended their combat
mission in December 2014.

According to US watch-
dog SIGAR, casualties
among Afghan security
forces soared by 35 per
cent in 2016, with 6,800 sol-
diers and police killed.

The insurgents have car-
ried out more complex
attacks against security
forces in 2017. — PTI

Taliban attack on Afghan
army base kills 26 soldiers

Melbourne, July 26:
Vatican finance chief
Cardinal George Pell, a
top advisor to Pope Fra-
ncis, denied all charges
of historical sexual ab-
use on Wednesday at his
first appearance in an
Australian court over
the allegations.

The 76-year-old, the
number-three figure in
the Vatican, returned
from Rome earlier this
month to face the
charges in Melbourne
Magistrates Court.

Details of the charges
have not been made pub-
lic although police said
they involved “multiple
complainants”. The for-
mer Sydney and
Melbourne archbishop
has always maintained
his innocence.

Looking sombre and
frail, he attended the
hearing with his lawyer,
top criminal barrister
Robert Richter, who told
the court his client was
not guilty — even
though a formal plea
was not required at this
stage.

Pell, dressed in black
and wearing his clerical
collar, remained silent
throughout the proceed-
ings. — AFP

CARDINAL PELL
DENIES ABUSE
CHARGES 

London, July 26: People
have been trying to steal
or dig up Princess Diana’s
buried body, her brother
Earl Spencer has
revealed.

There had been four
attempted break-ins at
the grave site since the
Princess was buried on
an island in the grounds
of the family’s Althorp
estate in 1997. “We have
had four attempted break-
ins towards her body in
the last 20 years.  I am
very glad that we have
seen all of them off,” Earl
Spencer told Radio 4’s
Today programme.

According to the
Independent, some of the
attempts could be out of
morbid devotion or for
financial gain. But it was
also possible that some
break-ins may have been
by eccentric fans trying
to investigate conspiracy
theories that Diana was
not actually buried on the
island. There have been
theories that Diana was
quietly buried at a secret
location or cremated with
her ashes interred in the
family chapel.

In the interview, Earl
Spencer, who gave the
eulogy at Diana’s funeral,

also claimed that he was
“lied to” about Prince
William and Prince
Harry wanting to walk
behind their mother’s cof-
fin.

“I had been a passionate
advocate for William and
Harry not to have to walk
behind their mother’s
body.  I thought it was a
bizarre and cruel thing
for them to be asked to
do,” he said. “I was lied to
and told they wanted to
do it, which of course
they didn’t. But I didn’t
realise that.” — Agencies

People trying 
to ‘dig up’ Diana 

Houston, July 26: An
Asian-origin teacher has
decided to sue United
Airlines as she was forc-
ed to hold her two- year-
old son on her lap after
the airlines gave away
the toddler’s seat to a
standby passenger, acco-
rding to a media report.

Shirley Yamauchi said
she hopes her lawsuit
will help protect other
passengers from this
type of treatment.

“United said they
would change and I want
to see that happen. I
don’t want anymore pas-
sengers possibly in dan-
ger,” she said.

Her attorney says he is
ready for a trial.

“United deserves
everything we can do to
them. We’ll let the peo-
ple decide what to do to
people that are this
greedy and put lives
potentially in danger,”
attorney Michael Green
was quoted as saying by
the Hawai News Now.

Ms Yamauchi held her
toddler Taizo for the en-
tire three-and-a-half ho-
ur flight from Houston
to Boston. — PTI

AIRLINE GIVES
BABY’S SEAT TO
ANOTHER, SUED

HOLIDAYMAKERS FLEE FRANCE AS FIRES RAGE

Evacuated people take refuge on the beach and look at a fire burning the forest in Bormes-les-Mimosas, on
Wednesday. Over 10,000 people, including thousands of holidaymakers, were evacuated from campsites and
homes in southern France as firefighters battled the latest in a string of huge blazes. — AFP

■ EU worries new Bill will damage its energy interests

What has happened goes beyond
the realms of common sense.
The authors and sponsors of this

bill are taking a very serious step
towards destroying the possibilities for
normalising relations with Russia

— SERGEI RYABKOV
Russian deputy foreign minister 

The US bill could have unin-
tended unilateral effects that
impact the EU's energy secu-
rity interests

— JEAN-CLAUDE
JUNCKER
European

Commission head

■ ■ CASUALTIES among
Afghan security forces
soared by 35 per cent
in 2016, with 6,800 sol-
diers and police killed,
according to US watch-
dog SIGAR

NO SLOWING DOWN

■ ■ STUDIES have
reported declines in
sperm count since the
early 1990s. Scientists
now say the rate of
decline is not slowing
down.

■ ■ THERE have been
theories that Diana
was quietly buried at a
secret location, or cre-
mated with her ashes
interred in the family
chapel.

The woman had to hold
her son for the entire
three-and-a-half hour
journey.
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Google has reportedly
added the autoplaying
videos option to its
search platform. In other
words, the clips will auto-
matically start playing
when one’s results 
load-up, even if
they aren’t specifically 
looking that particular
video. Many feel 
that Google’s search plat-
form will become clut-
tered if the autoplaying
videos option is added.

The clips are said to
appear on the right-hand
side on the results page.
According to a report
published by the SEM
Post, the autoplay video
option was only limited
desktops until now. Users
would have to tap on the
videos manually in order
for them to start playing.

However, that is about to
change. One good thing
about the new addition is
perhaps the fact that the
videos won’t automatical-
ly play with sound. 
Users will be required to
click on the video for
turn the sound option on. 

Google recently con-
firmed that the firm is
currently testing the said
functionality. “We are
constantly experiment-
ing with ways to improve

the Search experience for
our users, but have no
plans to announce at this
time,” the company
spokesperson said. There
are chances that Google
might not even end up
rolling out the feature, if
it deems unsuccessful.
The autoplaying video
option currently features
on Facebook’s News Feed
and many will agree that
it can get slightly annoy-
ing after a point of time.

HMD Global-backed Nokia is
expected to introduce its

Nokia 8 device on August 16
at an event in London,

reported The Verge. The
handset will come equipped

with Carl Zeiss Optics on
the camera lens. In terms of

specifications, the Nokia 8 is
rumoured to feature a 5.3-
inch Quad HD screen, will

be powered by Qualcomm
Snapdragon 835 processor,
and coupled with 4GB RAM

and 64GB storage. The
phone will sport a dual-

camera setup featuring two
13MP sensors, along with

laser autofocus sensor and
dual-tone LED flash. Similar

to previously launched
Nokia models, Nokia 8 will

also operate on Android
Nougat OS. The device is

expected to release in cop-
per gold, blue and silver

colour variants. Although,
the cost of the smartphone

is yet to be officially
announced, a Scandinavian
retailer had claimed it will

cost 589 Euros (approxi-
mately `43,415). However,

the price tag is expected to
be lower in other countries.

Motorola launched shatterproof Moto Z2
Force with 12MP dual sensor camera, 
powered by SD 835 and 6GB of RAM 
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PRODUCT LAUNCH

Lenovo to soon
launch ‘Killer
Note’ in India

Lenovo is teasing the
launch of its ‘Killer Note’,

likely to be the K7 Note, in
India. The firm on July 25

posted an 18-second video
on its India’s Facebook

account, demonstrating
three smartphones — two
branded as A and B, and

sporting “ordinary perform-
ance” — while one as a

“Killer” performer. “Ordinary
performance will be a thing

of the past. The new
#KillerNote is set to blow

you away! Uncaging soon,”
reads the video’s caption. If

the teased model is
Lenovo’s K7 Note, the

phone is expected to fea-
ture a 5.5-inch full HD dis-

play, is powered by
Qualcomm Snapdragon 660
processor, and coupled with

4GB of RAM and 32GB of
storage. The phone is

expected to run on Android
Nougat OS. Also, going by

the early release of the
‘Note’ teaser, Lenovo may
launch the handset in the

first week of August.

HMD plans
Nokia 8 for
August 16

‘FruitFly’ was quietly spying on Mac users 
DC CORRESPONDENT

Amysterious piece of
malware has been
infecting hundreds

of Mac computers for
years and went un-
noticed until a few
months ago. Earlier this
year, an ex-NSA hacker
started looking into a
piece of malware which
has been described as
“unique” and “intrigu-
ing.” The strain of mal-
ware was slightly differ-
ent other than the one dis-
covered on four comput-
ers earlier this year. The
malware was discovered
by the security firm
Malwarebytes, known as
“FruitFly” malware.

The strain of malware
seemed “simplistic” to
the researchers at first.
However, it was pro-
grammed mainly to
stealthily monitor users
through their webcams,

capture screenshots, and
log in keystrokes. But
strangely, the malware
went undetected until
2015 with no indication of
who could be behind it,
and it contained
“ancient” functions and
“rudimentary” remote
control capabilities,
according to   the website
MalwareBytes’ Thomas

Reed. Now, according to
Patrick Wardle, the 
second version of
FruitFly, is even more
puzzling. A former 
spy agency hacker who
now develops free 
security tools for Apple
computers and research-
es Mac security for
Synack has stated to
Motherboard on a phone

call that when he discov-
ered FruitFly 2, no 
anti-virus software
detected it. This looked
like it had been snooping
around for five to 10 years
and nobody had any 
hoo-haa about it.

The two malware,
FruitFly and FruitFly 2
are mysterious and nei-
ther of the security
researchers Reed or
Wardle knows its 
mechanism of infection.
Whether it takes advan-
tage of some certain flaw
in MacOS’ code, or
installed via social engi-
neering, or some other ay.
The number of affected
users as of now is 
hundreds but its is 
know that it could be
more than that as
Malwarebytes had put in
limited visibility into
FruitFly 1, and Wardle
only saw a portion of
computers by FruitFly 2.

Virtual kidnappings on the rise

T
he caller who rang
Valerie Sobel’s cell-
phone had a horrify-
ing message: “We
have Simone’s finger.

Do you want to see the rest of
her in a body bag?” Then came
the sound of her daughter,
screaming in terror. “She called
me Mom (and said) ‘I’m terri-
fied, please help,’ “Sobel
recalled. In the hours that fol-
lowed, the kidnappers talked
her into wiring $4,000 for ran-
som. Only later did she find out
there had been no kidnapping.
It was a scam. “I was in bad
shape for days,” she said.

On Tuesday, police and federal
agents warned that so-called
virtual kidnappings are on 
the rise, and dozens of people
already have found themselves
terrorised into giving money 
to various con artists.

Los Angeles police alone have
received more than 250 reports

of such crimes in the past two
years, and people have wired
more than $100,000, said Capt.
William Hayes, who commands
the Robbery Homicide
Division. By comparison, actu-
al kidnappings for ransom are
rare. Los Angeles police 
typically receive 10 to 15 cases 
a year, including multiple 
kidnappings performed by
other family members and
acquaintances, Hayes said.

In the fake kidnappings, the
callers demand that the victims
remain on the phone so they
don’t have a chance to call their
loved ones, officials said.

“If you get a phone call like
this, immediately hang up,”
Hayes said. “Contact that loved
one as soon as possible.”

The FBI began investigating a
spurt of cases in 2013. A multia-
gency probe dubbed Operation
Hotel Tango identified at least
80 people in several states who

had received such calls,
although not all sent money,
said Gene Kowel, acting special
agent in charge of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s crim-
inal division in Los Angeles.
However, many of the crimes
go unreported, he said. “It’s fair
to say there have been 
thousands of calls made to
United States victims, primary
from Mexico area,” he said.

Last week, a Texas woman
became the first person in the
nation to be indicted in connec-
tion with a virtual kidnapping
scheme. Yanette Rodriguez
Acosta, 34, of Houston is
charged with wire fraud, con-
spiracy to commit wire fraud

and conspiracy to launder
money. She is now facing 
up to twenty years in prison for
each of ten counts if convicted.

The indictment alleges that
Acosta and her partners used
Mexican telephone numbers to
call people in Texas, California
and Idaho. They allegedly
fooled people into giving 
them tens of thousands of
dollars either through money
drops or wire transfers.

In some cases, the scammers
choose area codes and 
make cold calls, hoping to 
catch an unsuspecting victim,
officials said. In others, 
the crooks may use social
media to obtain names of

children and other facts that
can be used to frighten some
specific victims and con them.

In Sobel’s case, she believes
the phony kidnappers obtained
her daughter’s voice, perhaps
from her voicemail, and then
altered it. “I was convinced that
this was real,” she said.

Fear for a child’s safety can
override skepticism, authori-
ties said. Even Los Angeles
Police Department Sgt. O.C.
Smith was victimized. Smith
said he received a cellphone
call about two years ago 
while driving on a freeway.

“There was a woman scream-
ing ‘Daddy, Daddy help me. I’m
in a van being taken some-
where,’ “Smith said. Although
he didn’t recognize the voice,
Smith said he couldn’t take the
risk that it was his daughter.
The callers threatened to 
“put a bullet in the back of her
head” if he didn’t pay a 
ransom, Smith had stated.

He talked the phony 
kidnappers’ ransom demands
down from $1 million to a 
mere $350, although in the 
end he never paid. While 
on the phone with them, 
he simultaneously managed 
to flag down Torrance,
California, police officers who
were able to call and 
verify that his children were
safe and sound at school. — AP

Gionee 
A1 Plus  

launched

Gionee has launched a suc-
cessor to its A1 smartphone,
named A1 Plus, in India at a

price of `26,999. In com-
parison to A1, the Plus

model has a bigger battery
and a dual-camera setup.

The phone features a 6-inch
Full HD display, is powered

by MediaTek Helio P25 octa-
core processor, coupled

with 4GB of RAM and 64GB
of storage, with microSD

support (up to 256GB). On
the rear, it sports a 13MP
autofocus camera and a

5MP fixed focus secondary
sensor, accompanied with a

true tone dual-LED flash.
While on the front, it comes

with a 20MP sensor with
selfie flash. The phone is
packed with a 4550mAh

battery, and features
Utlrafast charging 

capabilities that the compa-
ny claims to give 2hrs of
talk time in just 300 sec-

onds. The handset has
already hit shelves in the
country, but is unlikely to 
be available to customers

through online retail 
stores, according to reports.

DC CORRESPONDENT

Apple will soon 
be unveiling its
much anticipated

flagship iPhone for the
world, and the rumours
have already started
making ripples in the
mobile industry.

The company is
expected to launch 
a special anniversary 
edition this year along-
side the iPhone 7s and
iPhone 7s Plus. The
rumour mill has been
continuously churning
out information about
the iPhone 8, and 
it clearly shows how
good the upcoming
smartphone can be.

Forbes has revealed
the alleged ‘final’
design. According to
report, Forbes has col-
laborated with luxury
case maker Nodus, the
iPhone 8 will boast a
bigger 5.8-inch display
with extremely thin
bezels and a larger
power button that 
can incorporate the
TouchID technology.
The report also sug-
gests that the iPhone 8
could be Apple’s most
expensive iPhone ever
built. There are
rumours that the
device will start from
$1,100 to $1,200 USD in
the United States. 
The smartphone is
expected to be powered
by the upcoming 
iOS 11, which will 
be unveiled this fall
alongside the device.

The name ‘Jaguar’ means
gorgeous automobiles
hauling esteemed names
of the world in comfort
but with a sportcar’s
pace. To re-affirm that
belief, Jaguar has taken

their prestigious XJR lim-
ousine and plonked in a
567hp, 700nm torque V8
motor under the hood.
The result is a car that
can do a 0-100km/h run
in 4.4 seconds and max

out at 300km/h while
not disturbing the

b u s i n e s s
m e e t i n g

on the back seats. Jaguar
has made the XJR 575
attain a balance between
comfortable highway
cruising and flat back-
road blasting. The XJR
also gets new toys in the
form of auto-emergency
braking, lane-keeping
assist and a driver moni-
toring system as stan-
dard.

Jaguar XJR
575: Business
class seat
with a 567hp
V8 motor

Google decides autoplay
videos on search feeds

Now store energy on grass with bio-compatible battery 

Police typically receive 10 to 15
cases a year, including kidnappings
performed by family members and
acquaintances. Callers demand vic-
tims to remain on the phone so they
can’t call their loved ones, officials

Apple’s
iPhone 8
with big
power
button? 

Scientists have
invented an entirely
new kind of

bio-compatible battery
which produces the same
kind of ion-based 
electrical energy as used
by humans and other 
living things as well.

In our bodies, flowing
ions (sodium, potassium
and other electrolytes)
are the electrical signals
that power the brain and
control the rhythm of
the heart, the movement
of muscles, and much
more. In traditional 

batteries, the electrical
energy flows in form 
of moving electrons.

This current of elec-
trons out of the battery
is generated within the
battery by moving posi-
tive ions from one end
(electrode) of a battery to
the other. The battery
developed by researchers
at the University of
Maryland in the US does
the opposite. It moves
electrons around in the
device to deliver energy
that is a flow of ions.
This is the first time that

an ionic current-generat-
ing battery has been
invented, researchers
said. “My intention is for
ionic systems to 
interface with human
systems,” said Liangbing
Hu, professor at the 
the University of
Maryland. “So I came up
with the reverse design
of a battery. In a typical
battery, electrons flow
through wires to 
interface electronics,
and ions flow through
the battery separator,”
Hu said. In the reverse
design, a traditional bat-
tery is electronically
shorted (that means elec-
trons are flowing
through the metal
wires). Then ions have to
flow through the outside
ionic cables. In this case,
the ions in the ionic

cable — here, grass
fibres — can interface
with living systems. The
battery also has another
unusual feature — it
uses grass to store its
energy. To make the bat-

tery, the team soaked
blades of Kentucky blue-
grass in lithium salt
solution for some time.
The channels that once
moved nutrients up and
down the grass blade

were ideal conduits to
hold the solution. The
demonstration battery
the research team created
looks like two glass tubes
with a blade of grass
inside, each connected by

a thin metal wire at the
top. The wire is where the
electrons flow through to
move from one end of the
battery to the other as the
stored energy slowly dis-
charges. At the other end
of each glass tube is a
metal tip through which
the ionic current flows.

“Potential applications
might include the devel-
opment of the next gener-
ation of devices to micro-
manipulate neuronal
activities and interac-
tions that can prevent
and/or treat such med-
ical problems as
Alzheimer’s disease and
depression,” said Jian
hua Zhang, a staff scien-
tist at National Institute
of Diabetes Digestive and
Kidney Diseases
(NIDDK) in the US.

— PTI

Ions in the ionic cable — in
this case, the grass fibres —
can interface with living 
systems, and store energy too

DC CORRESPONDENT

Adobe Flash used
to be among the
widest-used ways

for users to watch video
clips and play games
online. At the same
time, the software
attracted a lot of
criticism, and primari-
ly due to its security
vulnerability. The soft-
ware company has
finally decided to stop 
supporting and updat-
ing Flash player by the
year 2020.  The firm
took to its official web-
site to make a state-
ment, suggesting that
“in collaboration with
several of our (Adobe’s)
technology partners —
including Facebook,
Apple, Google, Mozilla,
and Microsoft — the

company is planning to
end-of-life Flash.
Specifically, the firm
will stop updating and
distributing the Flash
Player at the end of 2020
and encourage content
creators to migrate any
existing Flash content
to these new open 
formats.” The compa-
nies are encouraging 
developers to migrate
their software onto
modern programming
standards. The compa-
ny said that it will 
work with Facebook 
as well as Unity
Technologies to do so.

ADOBE FINALLY PLANS TO
KILL FLASH FROM 2020
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BIZ BOOST

Mumbai: In a glitzy
event at JW Mariott,
Juhu, Torque Pharma
Ambasaddor Sunny
Leone launched JAL
natural mineral water. 

Radio Mirchi’s RJ
Suren hosted the event. 

Talking about the
product Sunny Leone
said, “Water is extreme-
ly important for our sur-
vival. So here I am
endorsing a product
that is actually a neces-
sity. Also I completely
enjoyed shooting for the
advertisement that they
shot.” 

56.10

`80

`95

`0.01

Silver Dollar
`37,745 `64.37

Sensex Nifty Gold
32,382 10,020 `28,325

PAGE

13Business
THURSDAY | 27 JULY 2017 | CHENNAIDECCAN CHRONICLE

154.19

1 EURO `74.94
$1.16 1 £ `84.02

$1.31

FII NET BUY:
$1.20 mn (July 25)

CURRENCY

INDICATORS

FOREIGN RESERVES:
$389.05 b (July 14)

INFLATION:
1.54% in June 2017

BIZ BRIEFS
Green signal on

food retail: Grofers

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JULY. 26  

Microsoft India on Tuesday
launched a mobile-only

product, Microsoft Kaizala,
to facilitate large group

communications and work
management. “Organizations

in India are becoming more
dispersed, and as a result,

connectivity with their
extended teams
and partners is

crucial,” the com-
pany said.

Microsoft Kaizala
promises to make

it simple for
organisations to
collaborate and complete

tasks by bringing both desk-
top and mobile-only users

within or outside organiza-
tions. The American software

major also launched the
enterprise version of the

new product, Kaizala Pro,
which enables firms to have

complete administrative con-
trol on their groups.

“Microsoft Kaizala users can
simply get connected using

their mobile phone numbers
as their primary unique ID. 

MICROSOFT
LAUNCHES

KAIZALA APP

New Delhi: Online grocery
firm Grofers on Wednesday
said it has received govern-
ment nod for retailing food

products in India and will
invest $40 million to expand

operations in the country.
Grofers was the first compa-

ny to seek in August last
year approval under the new
policy notified by the DIPP, it

said. “Going a step beyond
our initial commitment to the

government, we intend to
bring in an additional capital

of $40 million within the
next few weeks to expand

our business further and
grow the market,”  founder

Albinder Dhindsa said.

Mondelez to sell
chocolates online
New Delhi: Mondelez India

and Amazon on Wednesday
announced a partnership to
sell chocolates and sweets
through the online market-

place in the country. Monde-
lez India will sell products

such as Cadbury Dairy Milk,
Cadbury Dairy Milk Silk,

Cadbury Bournville via a vir-
tual chocolate and sweet

store on Amazon’s platform.
Consumers can purchase not
only conventional gift packs

but exclusive ecommerce
packs as per relevant occa-

sions, as part of Mondelez
India’s ‘Joy Deliveries’ offer-

ing, a joint statement said.

Britain to ban
sale of petrol cars
London: Britain on Wednes-

day said it will outlaw the
sale of new diesel and petrol

cars and vans from 2040 in
a bid to cut air pollution but

environmental groups said
the proposals did not go far
enough. Environment minis-
ter Michael Gove announced
the move as part of the gov-
ernment’s keenly-awaited £3

billion air pollution plan,
which will demand that

councils propose measures
by March next year to re-

duce nitrogen dioxide levels.
The ban on petrol and diesel
cars as well as vans follows a

similar proposal by France,
and will also include hybrids.
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Six states have announced
farm loan waivers follow-
ing the Prime Minister’s
announcement of a loan
waiver amounting to
`36,000 crore during his
UP election campaign. 

Together these waivers
account for `1.5 lakh crore
or 23 per cent of institu-
tional lending. This will
have a domino effect
across other states says
Dhananjay Sinha, head
Institutional research,
Emkay Global, who esti-
mates  the country-wide
loan waivers to reach 18-20
per cent of outstanding
loans of an estimated `17
lakh crore in FY17. Of
this, two-thirds can be
attributable to banks.

Loan waivers are not a

permanent solution and
the government cannot
runaway from the fact that
only remunerative prices
for their crops will enable
farmers to survive with-
out loan waivers. 

Explaining the faulty
policies of the govern-
ment, farmer’s leader
Vijay Jawandhia says that
last year farmers got on an
average `5,500-5,600 per
quintal of cotton. 

This year they got lower
prices despite the cost of
production remaining the
same if not higher.

The minimum support
price (MSP) for tur is
`5,050 per quintal and for
soyabean it is `2,775 per
quintal. Farmers however
sold tur at  `3,500 per quin-
tal and soya at `2,500 per
quintal.“So how do you
expect them to repay their

loans if they don’t get even
the minimum support
price?” he asks.

In  addition  to this the
farm sector was further hit
by the November 8, 2016
demonetisation, soft global
food inflation and weaker

government support dur-
ing the past 3-4 years, that
resulted in an adverse price
scenario and 6 per cent
decline in terms of trade
(ToT) during 2011-16.

Perishable items  were
particularly hit by demon-

etisation and they  con-
tribute 75 per cent to the
value of food consump-
tion (foodgrains, meat,
fish, vegetables, fruits
etc), and this in turn had
an adverse impact on  the
farm sector economics. 

Farmers had to resort to
distress sales, below their
cost of production, as they
faced shortage of storage
facility.

Prices are way below
MSP in several states, espe-
cially for high cash prod-
ucts like pulses and this
weakens the farmer’s
capacity to repay his loans
as he needs to make a profit
which is possible only if he
gets remunerative prices.

Mr Jawandhia points out
that there is a bankruptcy
law for industry where
government takes over the
assets of sick companies

and sells them, so why 
not a bankruptcy law for
agriculture?

Today, in a high cost
economy the seed cost per
acre is `4,000 and the cost
of crop raising is `15,000
to `20,000 per acre and this
is why  loan waivers are
needed.

Even if the crop yield is
good there is no price in
market for tur, soya or cot-
ton due to a glut of these
items, he says.

Interestingly in the US
farmers are provided
cushions against unremu-
nerative prices.

In 1994 cotton lint in New
York cost  $1.10 cents and it
is currently around 80-85
cents. With this reduction
farmers cannot live except
with support. The US gov-
ernment pays out $4.6  bil-
lion in subsidies.

Centre must adhere to MSPs for food items 
■ Leader criticises farmers being paid way below support price MOVES | QUESTIONED

SECOND

FM mum on `2,000 note rumours 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 26

Giving credence to specu-
lation about the with-
drawal of `2,000 currency
notes, Union finance min-
ister Arun Jaitley on
Wednesday remained
silent on this issue despite
Opposition MPs’ demand
for a clarification.

Raising a point of order
during the Zero Hour in
the Rajya Sabha, Samaj-
wadi Party MP Naresh
Agrawal said: “The gov-
ernment has taken a deci-
sion to scrap `2,000 note.
The RBI has been given
order not to print the
`2,000 notes. ... If any poli-
cy decision been taken
during the Parliament ses-
sion, the tradition is to
announce it in the House.”

“And now it has stopped
printing... RBI cannot
bully. One note ban has
been done, the second
one is being planned. Let
the finance minister

say...,” he said.
Mr Jaitley who was pres-

ent in the House, did not
respond to the question.

While the RBI has print-
ed 3.2 lakh crore pieces of
`2,000 notes, speculation
is rife that the govern-
ment has asked the cen-
tral bank to stop printing
the high value `2,000

notes and focus on print-
ing `500 notes, which are
in high demand.

Some bankers have sug-
gested that RBI has
stopped supplying new
`2,000 notes. 

According to some
reports, SBI has started
recalibrating its `2,000
note cassettes in its some

of its ATMs to dispense
`500 notes.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is also reportedly
planning to introduce `200
to improve the supply to
lower denomination notes.
The printing is already in
advanced stages at RBI’s
Mysuru press.

While an SBI Ecowrap

report said that `200
notes would be intro-
duced in the coming
months, a media report
claimed that the new
denomination could be
introduced next month.

While these develop-
ments could hint at some-
thing in store, analysts
suggest that these deci-

sion might have been
taken for pump in `500
notes, which are easy to
change compared to
`2,000.

Answering to a question
on rumours about demon-
etisation of `2,000 notes
in April, minister of state
for home Kiren Rijiju had
asked people “not go by
such rumours.” 

However, Mr Jaitley’s
silence on the issue in the
Rajya Sabha on Wednes-
day could strengthen the
rumours further.

There is also speculation
about the timing. While
some suggest that demon-
etisation, if the govern-
ment decides so, could
happen either two months
before the festival season
or thereafter, others feel
that the timing could be in
sync with Assembly elec-
tions — Gujarat would go
to polls in between
December 2017 and
January 2018, and
Karnataka in April 2018.

■ Naresh Agarwal leads Opposition to bombard questions at Jaitley during Zero Hour

WIND

Snapdeal okays
Flipkart’s offer

Nifty scales 10,000 mark,
Sensex touches new high
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JULY 26

Continuing with their
winning momentum, the
equity markets scaled new
highs amidst broadbased
buying in index heavy-
weights that helped the 50-
share Nifty to close above
10,000 level on Wednesday
a day after the index hit
this historic milestone in
the intra-day trade. 

The Nifty gained 56.10
points or 0.56 per cent to
end the day at 10,020.65.
The 30-share Sensex too
rallied to a record high
and closed at 32,382.46,
gaining 154.19 points or
0.48 per cent.  

“The markets are get-
ting into a bubble like sit-
uation where the valua-
tions are not able to justi-
fy fundamentals. What we
are seeing is a liquidity-
driven rally. Investors are
buying the momentum
instead of value. This is

why even penny stocks
are seeing significant
rally along with quality
stocks. This is a danger-
ous situation,” said
Ambareesh Baliga, senior
research analyst. 

As long as the liquidity
flow is strong, the markets
would be able to sustain
their winning momen-
tum. “But as soon as it
dries up, the markets are
likely to see a steep cor-
rection. It is better to stay
away instead of making
fresh investment at these

levels,” he added.
According to the provi-

sional data released by the
stock exchanges, domestic
institutional investors
bought equities worth
`676.61 crore while for-
eign portfolio investors
remained net sellers to
the tune of `60.60 crore.

“Nifty reaching 10,000 is
the culmination of decades
of hard work now captured
in the front line indices.
However, celebrated new
highs are also a warning
bell for investors. Such
euphoria would eventually
give rise to anxiety, denial,
fear and capitulation and
again hope, relief opti-
mism and euphoria will
emerge. This cycle goes on
and on in a never-ending
succession. Ability to go
against the crowd makes
big money. Investors need
to be extra caution during
times of euphoria,” said
Jimeet Modi, CEO,
SAMCO securities.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 26

The Snapdeal board is
reported to have favoured
the revised take-over
offer of upto $950 million
from Flipkart but is seek-
ing boarder consensus of
major shareholders. 

According to sources
Axis Bank has emerged
front runner for
Snapdeal’s payment wallet
FreeCharge. Snapdeal is
seeking views of its share-
holders, including Ratan
Tata and PremjiInvest on
Flipkart’s offer. 

PremjiInvest, which is
the personal investment
arm of Wipro chairman
Azim Premji has already
written to Snapdeal seek-
ing greater clarity on the
deal terms. It has also
called for equal treatment
of shareholders for pay-
outs from the deal. 

SoftBank, which is the
biggest investor in
Snapdeal is keen to
finalise the deal and take
an equity stake in Flipkart
to profit from  booming e-
commerce market. 

The merger of two com-
petitors  can create a
stronger local company to
find off Amazon which is
aggressively investing in
the country  to become
number one player in e-
commerce segment.

Snapdeal has a number
of investors including
Ontario Teachers'
Pension Plan,
PremjiInvest, Ratan Tata,
Foxconn, Temasek and
BlackRock among others.

Snapdeal’s co-founders
Kunal Bahl and Rohit
Bansal are reported to be
resisting the latest acqui-
sition bid from rival
Flipkart. They instead
want to merge with listed
e-commerce firm
Infibeam and raise cash
by selling FreeCharge. 

Earlier this month,
Flipkart had made a
revised offer of about
$900 million after its first
offer of $800-850 million
was rejected by the
Snapdeal board. 

The company had reject-
ed the offer saying it was
significantly lower than
its $1 billion valuation.

DIP IN TELCO’S
REVENUE TO
HURT CENTRE
New Delhi, July 26:
Revenue collection from
telecom services in form
of licence fee and spec-
trum usage charges may
be adversely impacted in
the current fiscal if sales
revenue of operators con-
tinues to decline, Union
minister Manoj Sinha
said on Wednesday.

The telecom industry,
including state-owned
firms, and major banks
have apprised the gov-
ernment about the
financial stress, the tele-
com minister informed
the Lok Sabha.

The telecom sector wit-
nessed a sharp decline
in revenue in the second
half of 2016-17, he said.

“The revenue decline
in the second half of
financial year 2016-17
was mainly concentrat-
ed in the last quarter of
the year. The declining
tariff in the sector led to
an adverse impact on
revenue. The License
Fee has declined in Q3
(October-December) and
Q4 (January-March) of
financial year 2016-17,”
Mr Sinha said.

As per the data shared,
at the end of first quar-
ter government collected
licence fee of `3,975.66
crore, `3,584.04 in sec-
ond, `3,452.13 crore in
third and `2,663.29 crore
in the last quarter.

“If this trend contin-
ues, the license fee and
the spectrum usage
charges are likely to be
impacted adversely dur-
ing the current financial
year,” Mr Sinha said.

Operators pay 8 per cent
of their telecom services
revenue as licence fee to
the government. — PTI

MURTHY IS A
WELL-WISHER,
NOT AN ACTIVIST
Bengaluru, July 26:
Infosys co-chairman
Ravi Venkatesan on
Wednesday said the com-
pany certainly would not
want to label co-founder
and promoter N.R.
Narayana Murthy as a
shareholder activist, but
consider him a “well-
wisher.”

“I would like to see him
- Murthy - as a well-wish-
er of Infosys, which he
has been and will con-
tinue to be so.. I don’t
think we should label
him as A or B, and cer-
tainly not as asharehold-
er activist,” he told PTI
in an interview here.

Mr Venkatesan was
responding to a query
whether the company
would prefer to see Mr
Murthy, who has been
flagging falling corpo-
rate governance stan-
dards, as shareholder
activist or a well-wisher.

Mr Venkatesan said he
regards Mr Murthy not
only as the founder, but
a mentor, and hoped that
the relationship with
him continues in a con-
structive and productive
way for a long term.

“For most people
whether they are employ-
ees or large number of
investors, he will contin-
ue to be the founder, and
certainly I regard him
not only as a founder, but
as a mentor. So, hope this
relationship continues in
a constructive and pro-
ductive way for a long-
term,” he said.

Infosys had flagged
actions by “activist
shareholders” as a risk
factor, which could
potentially require the
company to incur signif-
icant legal fees. — PTI

SPEED AWAY

Datsun redi-Go brand ambassador & Olympic medal winner wrestler Sakshi Malik with MD of Nissan Motor India
Arun Malhotra at the launch of Datsun redi-GO 1.OL car in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI

Torque Pharmaceuticals managing director P.S.
Chhatwal and brand ambassador Sunny Leone

JAL MINERAL
WATER
LAUNCHED

■ ■ THE TELECOM sec-
tor witnessed a sharp
decline in revenue in
the H2 of FY17

■ ■ OPERATORS pay
8% of their services
revenue as licence fee
to the government

Manoj Sinha

SECOND ROUND OF DEMONETISATION?
PIECES OF `2,000 NOTES HAVE BEEN
PRINTED BY THE RESERVE BANK3.2 L.CR

Some bankers have suggested that RBI has
stopped supplying new `2,000 notes. 

While an SBI Ecowrap
report said that `200
notes would be intro-
duced in the coming
months, a media report
claimed that the new
denomination could be
introduced next month.

While these developments
could hint at something in
store, analysts suggest
that these decision might
have been taken to pump
in `500 notes, which are
easy to change compared
to `2,000.

LOAN TROUBLES

`1.5 lakh crore
or 23% of 

institutional
lending is total

amount of waiv-
er accounted in

the six states

Loan waivers are not a per-
manent solution and the gov-
ernment cannot runaway
from the fact that only remu-
nerative prices for their
crops will enable farmers to
survive without loan waivers 

Farmers had to resort to distress sales, below
their cost of production, as they faced shortage
of storage facility

Ravi Venkatesan
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Sri Lanka suffered a massive setback after
middle-order batsman Asela Gunaratne was
ruled out of the ongoing opening Test against
India with a fractured left thumb. Cricket
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This could be
Bodyline 2. I

know there are
fielding restrictions
so we can’t go full

Bodyline from
1932-33. 
— Former Oz

cricketer Damien
Fleming on the

upcoming Ashes

London: Middlesex paceman
Toby Roland-Jones will

make his England Test debut
against South Africa on

Thursday after Mark Wood
was ruled out with injury,

England captain Joe Root
said Wednesday.

Durham fast bowler Wood
missed Wednesday's final

training session for the third
Test with an ongoing heel

problem that had troubled
him in

England's
340-run

defeat by
South

Africa in
the second

Test, a
result that

saw the
Proteas level

the four-
match series at

1-1.
“Wood is not

100 percent fit so
he's going to miss
out this week and
Toby Roland-Jones

comes in for a
debut,” Root told

a press confer-
ence ahead of

clash at The Oval.
—AFP

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JULY 26

Current Indian women's
team vice captain

Harmanpreet Kaur is being
touted as the new leader

but the aggressive batsman
from Punjab isn't thinking

about it. She wants to live in
the moment as the next 50-

over World Cup in New
Zealand has still a lot of

time left.
“Next World Cup is in 2021,

that's far away. We are play-
ing well and if we continue
to play like this, it doesn't
matter who is the captain.

We reached close this time,
hope next time we lift the

cup,” she said here on
Wednesday.

After anchoring the innings
in the semi-final against

defending champions
Australia, Harmanpreet cut
loose in the death overs to
blaze total 171 off 115 balls

with 20 fours and seven
sixes. “I like to play like that,

hit sixes from childhood. I
have worked hard. My coach
told me even if I my batting

looks ugly, I should stay at
the crease and I did that in

the semi-final and final.
Unfortunately in the final
after playing myself in, I

found the fielder,” said the
28-year-old who scored two
fifties and a hundred in the

last three matches. 

SHORT TAKES

Toby Roland-Jones

Roland-Jones to
make Test debut

Not thinking about
captaincy: Kaur

INDIA GO
BALLISTIC

■ DHAWAN,
PUJARA
SCORE
TONS AS
INDIA
PILE 399/3
ON FIRST
DAY
AGAINST
SRI LANKA

Galle, July 26: Shikhar
Dhawan smashed a career-

best 190 during a brilliant
Indian batting assault on
the opening day of the first
Test against Sri Lanka on
Wednesday.

Dhawan struck 31 bound-
aries in a blazing 168-ball
knock and Cheteshwar
Pujara joined in with an
unbeaten 144 to take the
visitors to 399-3 at stumps.

The hosts toiled in the
Galle field and suffered a
major blow when all-
rounder Asela Gunaratne
broke his thumb trying a
catch. He is expected to
miss the rest of the three-
Test series.

Dhawan and Pujara put
on 253 for the second wick-
et — India’s highest sec-
ond-wicket stand against
Sri Lanka — after skipper
Virat Kohli won the toss
and chose to bat under an
overcast sky.

Kohli himself went for
three when he tried to pull
a chest-high delivery from
paceman Nuwan Pradeep
(3-64). He nicked behind
instead to Niroshan
Dickwella.

Pradeep’s appeal was ini-
tially turned down but the
decision was overturned
by the TV umpire when
replays showed the ball
had grazed Kohli’s bat.

It was a blow but no
major problem for India as

Dhawan took the opening
day honours, celebrating
his return to Test crick-
et with a breathtaking
array of shots.

It was the second time he
had scored a century in a
single Test session, having
made 187 on his debut
against Australia —
including 106 in one ses-
sion.

Dhawan scored 126 off
just 90 balls between lunch
and tea, leaving Virender
Sehwag as the only other
Indian batsman to score
more runs in a single ses-
sion.

The 31-year-old got a
standing ovation from
teammates in the dressing
room upon completing his
fifth Test century.

The century was especial-
ly sweet for Dhawan, 
who was made to sit 
out of India’s last 11 
Tests following a dip in 
form.

Dhawan’s last Test centu-
ry was at the same venue,
during India’s 2015 tour of
the island nation. India
lost the Galle match but
went on to win the remain-

ing two games to pocket the
series 2-1.

Dhawan was so close to a
maiden double century but
gave a simple catch off
Pradeep to Angelo
Mathews at mid-off.

The hosts squandered a
golden chance to dismiss
Dhawan in his thirties
when Gunaratne dropped
the batsman at second slip.
He broke his thumb on his
already heavily strapped
left wrist.

Medics rushed to attend
to Gunaratne, who was
writhing in pain before
walking off the ground.

Gunaratne was “rushed
into Colombo for specialist
evaluation”, said the Sri
Lankan board.

—AFP

Galle, July 26: Shikhar
Dhawan was left hurt
after being dropped from
the Indian Test team but
says he remained confi-
dent of making his way
back into the longest for-
mat sooner than later.

The left-hander scored a
career-best 190 off 168
balls on day one of the
first Test against Sri
Lanka to guide India to
399/3 at stumps.

After day’s play, Dhawan
recalled the time when he
was not part of the Test
team.

“When I had that lean
patch, I knew that if I
wasn’t going to score
runs, I could get out of the
side. Of course I felt that
pressure at that moment
and when I got out of the
Test side, it hurt me,” said

Dhawan.
“But then, I moved on

and I started playing
domestic cricket for Delhi
and I was enjoying myself
there. One thing about me
is that I don’t like to be
sad all the time. I like to
be happy and so I was
enjoying myself over
there and knew that if
things have to come, they
will come my way.

“I don’t want to run
around things too much. I
am going to keep doing
my work and follow my
process. I love doing my
fitness drills and work on
my skill level. I knew if it
has to come, it will come.”

Dhawan was not part of
the original squad but
was brought in after an
injured Murali Vijay
pulled out of the series

last minute.
“My plans were to go to

Melbourne and spend
time with my family, do
training and get fit for the
ODI series. I was in Hong
Kong actually, on holiday,
and from there I flew back
to India and joined the
team.

“That was my plan, but I
think destiny had a differ-
ent plan for me. I am
happy and thankful to
God,” said the opener.

“I was happy, of course,
to make a comeback to the
Test side. Unfortunately,
Vijay wasn’t fit. I had a
good run before this Test
series (in the Champions
Trophy) and I just came
with the same mindset
and the same confidence,”
added Dhawan.

—PTI

DESTINY HAD A DIFFERENT PLAN: DHAWAN

Runs made by Shikhar Dhawan
between lunch and tea in Galle on
Wednesday, the second-highest by an
Indian in a single session. The one

one to do better was Virender Sehwag, when he
made 133 (of his 293) in the final session against
Sri Lanka at Brabourne stadium in 2009.

126 Dhawan’s
strike-rate
in his

innings of 190 off 168, the sec-
ond-highest for an Indian dur-
ing an innings of 150 runs or
more. 

113.09 India batsman to be
dismissed in the
190s in Tests,

including Dhawan. K.L.
Rahul was dismissed on
199 against England in
Chennai last year.

7 International
hundreds for
Dhawan

against Sri Lanka,
the most he has
struck against a
single team.

4

SCORECARD
India (1st innings): S.
Dhawan c Mathews b N
Pradeep 190, A. Mukund c
Dickwella b N Pradeep 12,
C. Pujara (batting) 144, V.
Kohli c Dickwella b N
Pradeep 3, A. Rahane
(batting) 39. Extras: (W-
4, NB-3, LB-4) 11. Total
(for 3 wkts in 90 Overs)
399.
FoW: 27-1, 280-2, 286-3.
Bowler: Pradeep 18-1-64-
3, Kumara 16-0-95-0,
Perera 25-1-103-0, Herath
24-4-92-0, Gunathilaka 7-
0-41-0.

CEO JOHRI NOT ALLOWED
TO ATTEND BOARD SGM
New Delhi, July 26:
Adhering strictly to the
Supreme Court diktat of
letting in only office-bear-
ers, the BCCI on
Wednesday did not allow
its Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Rahul
Johri to attend the
Special General Meeting
(SGM) here.

Along with Johri, the
representatives Odisha
and Punjab were
debarred from the meet-
ing as the representatives
were not office-bearers.

As per the SC order, 
the ones eligible are 
president, vice president, 
secretary, joint/
assistant Secretary and 
treasurer.

It was learnt that Johri

was told by Amitabh
Choudhary that he along
with all other BCCI
employees should leave
the meeting premises as
SC order of July 24 states
that only office-bearers
should be attending the
meeting.

—PTI

Rahul Johri

India opener Shikhar Dhawan fell 10 short of his
maiden double ton in the first Test against Sri
Lanka in Galle. —AP

New Delhi, July 26: The
BCCI on Wednesday adopt-
ed Lodha panel reforms
partially, rejecting all major
recommendations on good
governance including age
cap, tenure and cooling-off
period at its Special
General Meeting here.

Having got a shot in the
arm from Supreme Court,
which has agreed to hear
the “practical difficulties”
on August 18, BCCI did not
implement the controver-
sial reforms on age cap (70
years), cooling off (3 years)
and tenure (9 years each at
state and BCCI).

Not accepting what was
termed by Lodha Panel as
principles of good gover-
nance is an indication that
old guards Niranjan Shah
and N Srinivasan manage
to stay relevant despite dis-
qualification.

BCCI acting secretary
Amitabh Choudhary on
Wednesday said that they
have unanimously adopted
all but five reforms as per
Supreme Court verdict on

July 18, 2016.
Choudhary only

explained why the disquali-
fication of government
employees and ministers
was kept among their reser-

vations.
“If we want Railways or

Services to retain full mem-
bership (voting) rights,
then they can only be repre-
sented by either a govern-
ment employee or a minis-
ter,” he said.

On the size of proposed
Apex Council, Choudhary
said that “Currently, it’s
proposed size is five mem-
bers. It has only one vice-
president and members are
of the opinion that it is
smaller in size considering
the length and breadth of
country.”

Choudhary said that they
are still in process of sort-
ing out Conflict of Interest
clause as there are a 
few objections from 
members.

The BCCI has also short-
listed a panel of names for
role of Ombudsman. —PTI

BCCI adopts Lodha reforms partially
1Matters

pertaining
to member-
ship, one
state one
vote, retention of full
members, Railways,
Services etc.

2Definition of
powers of

appointed
executives.

3Size and
constitution

of apex coun-
cil.

4Restriction
and disquali-

fication of
office bearers and
ministers and govern-

ment officials,
age, tenure and
cooling off peri-
od.

5Size of nation-
al selection

committee.

POINTS
NOT

ADOPTED

The Indian women’s team was accorded a warm welcome
upon their arrival in Mumbai. Jhulan Goswami (left).
Sushma Verma (centre) and Harmanpreet Kaur share a
lighter moment . —Shripad Naik

GRAND WELCOME

Amitabh
Choudhary

Cheteshwar
Pujara 
celebrates his
century. —AP
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Free agent point guard Derrick Rose
signs a one-year contract with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
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OTHER STORIES
Germanicus best

for main event
DC CORRESPONDENT
PUNE, JULY 26

Vishal Gaikwad-trained
Germanicus holds a thin

edge over rest of the run-
ners to win the Fair Haven

Trophy, the feature event of
the opening day’s races

scheduled to be held here
on Thursday.

Selections: 
1. The A J Wadia Plate.

Division II. Class IV, horses
rated 20 to 46. Distance

1400M. Time: 2.00 P.M. 1.
Carnival, 2. Mocassin, 3. Art O

War
2. The Arts Plate. Division II.
Class IV, horses rated 20 to
46. Distance 1000M. Time:

2.30 P.M. 1. Elysee, 2.
Juggernaut, 3. Brooklyn

Bridge
3. The Fair Haven Trophy.

Class I, horses rated 80 and
upward. Distance 1400M.

Time: 3.00 P.M. 1. Germanicus,
2. Traherne, 3. Holy Smoke

4. The A.J. Wadia Plate.
Division I. Class IV, horses

rated 20 to 46. Distance
1400M. Time: 3.30 P.M. 1.

Judicious, 2. Eiger’s Tiger, 3.
Furious N’ Fast

5. The Arts Plate. Division I.
Class IV, horses rated 20 to
46. Distance 1000M. Time:

4.00 P.M. 1. Yellow Diamond,
3. God’s Own, 3. Way Ahead

6. The Carbon Star Plate.
Maiden horses, three-years-

old only. Distance 1000M.
Time: 4.30 P.M. 1. Shamwari,

2. Ascension, 3. Victoriana
7. The P. Hadow Trophy. Class

III, horses rated 40 to 66.
Distance 1200M. Time: 5.00
P.M. 1. Double Nine, 2. Irish

Bailey, 3. Flamboyant Flame
8. The Bud Royale Plate. Class

V, Four-years-old and over,
rated 1 to 26. Distance 1200M.
Time: 5.30 P.M. 1. Petronius, 2.

Golden Orchid, 3. Vitesse
Day’s best: 

Shamwari

Seven-wicket win for
Modern School

Brief scores of inter-school
T20 cricket tournament:

Maharish Vidya Mandir 153/6
in 20 overs lost to Chinmaya

Vidyalaya SSS 157/4 in 17
overs (T. Shikeeshwar 63);

SBOA & Junior College
176/6 in 20 overs (M. Vikram

Vela 76, R. Charan Kumar
34) bt Devi Academy 100 in

19.3 overs (S. Sanjay 4/9);
Velammal Vidhyashram B 89

in 16.3 overs (P. Sajith 34,
Jishnu Kumar 5/15) lost to

Doveton Boys HSS 92 for no
loss in 6.2 overs (Allen

Rozario 40*); Velammal
Vidhyashram ‘A’ 173/7 in 20

overs (Aman Praveen 67,
Syad Arsalan 35, P. Vishal

3/3) lost to Modern SSS
177/3 in 18.5 overs (G.R.

Nithin 48*, K. Dhanush 40,
Syed Wasim 4/3); DAV Boys

(Mugappair) 171/4 in 20
overs(P. Vignesh 86, K.

Shrijith 39, Akash 4/23) bt
Velammal MHSS 157/7 in 20

overs (V. Ajay 37*, Akash
35). 

Reliance football 
tournament 

Reliance Foundation Youth
Sports has expanded its

national football tournament
for schools and colleges to

30 cities this year. The foun-
dation is also planning to

introduce athletics this year.
The RFYS tournament will

start in mid-August and the
final will be held in January

2018. Online registration can
be through

http://register.rfyouth-
sports.com/RFYS/

Chennai district TT
YMCA Madras will conduct

Chennai district table tennis
championship in cadet and

sub-junior categories at
YMCA, Vepery, on Saturday

and Sunday. 

Varun, Sharanyan in
semis

Results of state ranking jun-
ior tennis tournament: QF:
Tharakesh Asokar bt
Mrutunjaya 6-0, 6- 0, Varun
Krishnan bt B.
Thiruvenkadam 6-1, 6- 2, R.
Dhanushwaran bt V.K.
Pramod 7-5, 6- 1, S.
Sharanyan bt Shalin Prakesh
6-0, 6- 0. 

I don’t want to
buy a player for

150 or 200 million
euros, I don’t want

to join in such
madness. That’s

something that we
will refuse

totally at
Bayern.

Bayern Munich boss
Uli Hoeness 

BHARTENDU SHARMA
HYDERABAD, JULY 26

The fifth edition of the
Pro Kabaddi League will
kick-off here at the
Gachibowli Indoor
Stadium on Friday and
Telugu Titans skipper
Rahul Chaudhari who
will once again lead his
troops on the Kabaddi
mat is in no mood to take
the opening match light-
ly against the newly
added Tamil Thalaivas
franchise.

“We are serious about
our every match. The
Thalaivas will make
their debut this season
but that team already
has experienced players
and we have played along
with them,” Rahul said.

The Telugu side fal-
tered in the play-offs last

season and failed to seal
the final berth. But the
poster boy is confident
his side will lift the tro-
phy this time around. 

“We are not paying
much attention to our
previous results. Our
team is working hard

and we have also includ-
ed experienced players
like Rakesh Kumar and
Rohit Rana to boost our
side’s strength. We will
be quite a handful to our
rivals in this edition,” he
said. “Rohit Rana is a
brilliant defender and
his defence skills along
with the addition of
Rakesh Kumar’s all-
round experience will
bring stability to the
team,” Rahul added.

The skipper also down-
played additional pres-
sure of delivering being
the lead raider of his
squad. “I don’t try to
think much about oppo-
nents, instead I remain
calm and give my best
because as a leader if I
fail it would impact my
team’s performance,” he
said.

Not taking debutant
Thalaivas lightly: Rahul

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JULY 26

Judy Alban of Karnataka
emerged triumphant in
the women’s Graded
Division of the Bangalore
Open tenpin bowling
championships at the
Amoeba on Wednesday.

Defending Champion
Judy began with two weak
games of 168 and 149
before bouncing back with
a high of 189 and 203 in
next two. Judy, who was
struggling to adjust to the
change in lane conditions
in the final four games
bowled 139, 159, 159 and
152 to finish with total pin-
fall of 1318 in 8 games.
Anukriti Bishnoi (1282) of
Haryana finished runner-
up and Chethana R (1218)
finished third. 

In the qualifying rounds
of the Open Division, Sha-
bbir Dhankot and Dhruv
Sarda continued to lead.
Sambhrant Shrivastava
(1314) of Delhi and Huned
Khokkar (1316) of Karnat-
aka moved up to 5th and 7th
positions respectively. 

Judy emerges
TRIUMPHANT

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 26

The 91st edition of the
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup
hockey tournament will be
held from July 27 to August
6 at the Mayor
Radhakrishnan stadium,
Egmore. A total of 10 teams
pooled across two groups
will participate. The top
two teams will win cash
prizes of ` 5 lakh and ` 2.5
lakh. 

There will also be a cash
prize of `10,000 given along
with a high-end bicycle
each to the best forward,
best midfielder, best goal-
keeper/defender, the most
promising player of the
tournament and the man of
the match in final. 
Pool A: Indian Railways,
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL),
Punjab & Sind Bank, Hockey

Unit of Tamil Nadu (HUT),
Hockey Bengaluru. Pool B: Oil
& Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC), Punjab National
Bank (PSB), Army XI, Hockey
Odisha, Central Secretariat
Hockey Team.
Action today: Pool A: BPCL
vs Hockeu Unit of Tamil Nadu
(4.15 pm). Pool B: Army XI vs
Hockey Odisha (6 pm). 

Aravindan to 
lead TN

The following players have
been selected to represent
Tamil Nadu state team for
the Murugappa tourna-
ment: Arun Prasadh (GK),
Manikandan (GK), Aravindan
(C), Nambi Ganesh, Vinothan,
R.T. Raghuram, Selva Kumar,
Manimaran, Gnanavel, S.
Manikandan, Divakar, R.
Manikandan, Vinod Rayar,
Veeratamilan, Surendar, S.
Manoj, Saravana Kumar, M.
Hariharan. Coach: B. Rajkumar.  

MURUGAPPA HOCKEY
GETS UNDERWAY TODAY

IN BRIEF

London, July 26: Premier
League spending looks cer-
tain to shatter all previous
records before the current
transfer window closes as
England’s superpowers
reload in an increasingly
frenzied arms race.

Fuelled by lucrative tele-
vision contracts, currently,
worth around £8.3 billion
($10.8bn, 9.3bn euros) and
unprecedented revenue
streams at home and over-
seas, the 20 Premier League
teams have spent like never
before in the weeks since
the summer transfer win-
dow opened.

Already close to £800 mil-
lion has been paid for new
players, with the single
window record spend of
£1.2 billion well within
reach with over a month
before the market closes.

Manchester City boss Pep
Guardiola, backed by his
club’s Abu Dhabi-based bil-
lionaire owners, has
embarked on a historically
lavish spending spree,
splashing out £215 million
thus far.

That eclipsed the record
spending total for a British
club in a single transfer
period, racing past the £168
million mark which, not
surprisingly, was also
set by Guardiola last
season.

City seem certain to
shatter the £221.5 mil-
lion forked out by Real
Madrid in the sum-
mer of 2009 - which
stands as the
biggest outlay in
one transfer
window.

‘Sanches
decision
after pre-season’
Singapore: Bayern Mu-
nich coach Carlo Ancelotti
said Wednesday he would
not be rushed into a deci-
sion about Renato Sanch-
es’s future and they would

sit down together after the
pre-season.

It came after the Por-
tuguese midfielder report-
edly conceded Tuesday he
was unhappy at Bayern and
expressed an interest in AC
Milan.

Speaking in Singapore
where Bayern have been
playing a series of pre-sea-
son games, Ancelotti said,
“We said that after the pre-
season together, we can
make a decision. Yesterday
Renato played very well
and I hope he can continue
to improve.”

Neymar’s future 
up in air

Madrid: Gerard
Pique has

sparked panic
a t

B a r c e l o n a
after appear-

ing
to backtrack
on his ‘he
stays’ tweet
on teammate
Neymar, tar-
get of a block-
buster trans-
fer by Paris
S a i n t

Germain.
PSG are

trying to
lure the
25-year-
o l d

Brazilian
to France

and are
ready to

pay off his
222 million

e u r o

($256.8 million) release
clause and make the player
the best-paid footballer on
the planet.

“It’s a personal opinion
from the conversation that
I had with him and my
intuition,” Pique said.

“But it’s not official,” he
added. “And it’s not for me
to say if he’s going to stay
or not.”

Neymar departed the sta-
dium without addressing
reporters after starring in a
2-1 friendly win over
Juventus on Saturday.

Inter listening 
to Perisic offers
Singapore: Inter Milan
boss Luciano Spalletti on
Wednesday gave the clear-
est indication yet that Ivan
Perisic could leave, saying
the Serie A club will listen

to serious
offers for the
winger.
The 28-year-

old Croatian international
has been strongly linked
with a big-money move to
Jose Mourinho’s
Manchester United, while
Premier League champions
Chelsea are reported to be
in for Inter midfielder
Antonio Candreva.

“Sure there are rumours
but we want to keep Perisic,
he’s a very important player
for the team. We are count-
ing on him to start the new
season,” Spalletti told
media in Singapore, where
Inter play a glamour pre-
season friendly with Bayern
Munich on Thursday.

“But if somebody comes in
with a very difficult offer to
reject then we will consider
that, but of course we need
to find a valid alternative for
Perisic as well.” —AFP

UTKARSH KRISHAN
BENGALURU, JULY 26

World over, the issue of
disparity in wages for
men and women is the
talking point. In the
world of sport, this
inequality is excruciat-
ingly apparent.

Women’s basketball in
Australia lagged behind
other sports like cricket
and netball in terms of
setting a bottom line on
the minimum wage.
However, earlier this
year, the Women’s
National Basketball
League (WNBL) put into
place a USD 7500 wage
floor, sparking progress
in the movement for bet-
ter renumeration for
sportswomen.

Star center Marianna
Tolo, who is represent-
ing the Opals at the
ongoing FIBA Asia
Women’s Cup, said that
inflated TV coverage has
been a factor.

“Things are finally
starting to take place. We
have a minimum wage
now and coverage of the
WNBL on Fox Sports.
This (tournament) for us
is shown on Fox Sports
back in Australia as
well. We’ve still got a
long way to go. We need
more support for
women’s sport no matter
what sport it is,” the
Canberra Capitals play-
er said.

The sum of $7500 per
year isn’t enough, but
it’s still come a long way
from the paltry sums the
women hoopsters used
to be paid, as recently as
2015. “(USD 7500) is not
sufficient to make a
career in Australia.
Most other girls will
work or study while
playing. The salary
wage, we’re hoping, will
increase year by year,”
Tolo added.

Towering at 195 cen-
timetres, the 28-year-old
has amassed a great deal

of experience playing
the WNBL, WNBA in the
US, and clubs in France.

After enduring the dis-
appointment of missing
out on the 2012 London
Olympic squad, Tolo
claims playing away
from home broadened
her horizons, and she
encourages more players
to go out and do the
same. “For me, making a
change and going to play
overseas made a massive
difference in my life.”

The Opals have shuf-
fled their pack a fair bit
since the shock loss to
Serbia in the quarter-
finals of the Rio 2016
Olympics, where they
missed out on a medal
for the first time since
1992.

Playing for the first
time in India, and also at
an Asian competition,
the ex-LA Sparks player
kept focussed on the task
ahead. “It was horrible
experience, but it was
made clear by our coach-
es at the start of this
campaign – that was
done. Everything’s dif-

ferent now, and we’re
just learning and mov-
ing forward.”

Tolo has impressed as a
senior figure in the squ-
ad, bagging a game-high

17 points against rivals
Japan on Tuesday, and
will be key to the Opals’
campaign, in the quarter-
final against DPR Korea
on Thursday. —AFP

‘Need more support
for women’s sport’

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JULY 26

India take on minnows
Fiji in the Division B
quarter-finals of the
ongoing FIBA Women’s
Asia Cup on Thursday.

With a clear goal in
mind to re-enter
Division A after their
fall from grace in the
2015 edition of the com-
petition, the Indian eves
won both their Group A
matches, defeating
Uzbekistan 92-76 on
Sunday before routing
Sri Lanka 88-42 on
Tuesday. They are once
again expected to be
victorious against a Fiji
side that lost all three of
their Group B matches.

If they go through,
India will have to defeat

a dangerous Kazakhst-
an in the semi-finals
and conquer the Divi-
sion B in order to
return to Division A. 

INDIA FACE FIJI IN LAST-8

Record Premier League
spending looms large

Marianna Tolo

Anitha Pauldurai

Neymar Ivan Perisic

Renato Sanches

Judy Alban (left) and
Anukriti Bishnoi. —DC

Telugu Titans captain
Rahul Chaudhari (left)
and Rakesh Kumar dur-
ing an interaction in
Hyderabad on
Wednesday.

WASHINGTON DOES IT AGAIN FOR PATRIOTS
DC CORRESPONDENT
DINDIGUL, JULY 26

Defending champions
Tuti Patriots posted their
second consecutive victo-
ry in TNPL-2 as they over-
powered Trichy Warriors
by 10 wickets here on
Wednesday. Kaushik
Gandhi scored a 55-ball 72
and Washington Sundar
made a 38-ball 49 as
Patriots chased down
Warriors’ 120 with 4.3
overs to spare. 

Washington, who had
won the man of the award
in the previous match for
his all-round show,
excelled once again with
the bat as well as the ball.
Off-spinner Washington
and Akash Sumra took
two wickets each to bowl
Warriors out for 120 in
18.5 overs. Bharath
Shankar (40) gave
Warriors a solid start and
skipper B. Indrajith, bat-

ting at No.3, chipped in
with a quickfire 30 before
the middle-order suffered
a dramatic collapse. From
100/6, Warriors slumped

to 120/9 in no time.
On  Thursday, Madurai

Super Giant will meet
Karaikudi Kaalai in
Tirunelveli. Both teams

are yet to get off the mark
this season. 
Brief scores: Trichy
Warriors 120 in 18.5
overs (K. Bharath
Shankar 40, B. Indrajith
30, Washington Sundar
2/22, Akash Sumra 2/11)
lost to Tuti Patriots 124
for no loss in 15.3 overs
(Washington Sundar
49*, Kaushik Gandhi
72*).
Action today: Madurai
Super Giant vs Karaikudi
Kaalai (Tirunelveli,
7:15pm).

TNPL SEASON 2

Tuti Patriots’ Aushik Srinivas (right) and Kaushik
Gandhi celebrate a Warriors wicket in their TNPL-2
match on Wednesday.

Bharath Shankar
(40) gave Warriors a
solid start and skip-
per B. Indrajith, bat-
ting at No.3,
chipped in with a
quickfire 30 before
the middle-order
suffered a dramatic
collapse

Tamil Nadu Sailing Association optimist sailors swept the podium in the Telangana state
Optimist championship. In the boys category, Neelanand R, Navyn Prabhakar and
Anirudh Sivakumar, won gold, silver and bronze while the girls just missed repeating the
feat with Nithya Balachander and Ishwariya Ganesh winning silver and bronze 
respectively. 
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I think this
season we are

a little bit
better equipped.

We are against
fantastic teams,
against amazing

investments. But I
believe in our
group, in our

spirit... I trust my
boys and we are

going to try.
— Jose Mourinho

believes
Manchester United

are better equipped 
to fight for the
EPL title in the

upcoming season 

Hull City sign Czech defender
Ondrej Mazuch on two-year deal
from Sparta Prague 
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New Delhi: A centre of excel-
lence, under the guidance of

the retired Somdev
Devvarman, will soon be
established at the Delhi

Lawn Tennis Association to
provide coaching to budding

players.
The sports ministry is also
involved in setting up this

national academy.
Devvarman, the country’s

former number one singles
player, is the government’s

observer for the sport.
The All India 

Tennis Association has
already submitted a plan to

the ministry for its approval.
Scouting has begun for

coaches, sports psychologist
and physios, who will work in

tandem at the upcoming
academy.

Coaches will be chosen for
various age groups and for-

eign coaches will also be
hired.
— PTI 

Somdev to head
CoE at DLTA

New Delhi: Indian Super
League franchise Mumbai

City FC on Wednesday
retained central defender

Lucian Goian for the next two
seasons of the

tournament.
Goian will join Amrinder

Singh and Sehnaj Singh, who
were also retained by

Mumbai City for ISL’s upcom-
ing fourth edition.

The 34-year-old represented
the Romania Under-21 team

and has spent the majority of
his career playing in the top

division of the Romanian
League, having represented

clubs such as Dinamo
Bucharest in the Uefa

Champions League.
Goian played under Mumbai
coach Alexandre Guimaraes

in the Chinese Super League
side Tianjin Teda. 

Guimaraes said, “I didn’t have
to think twice about asking

Goian to return. He was a
leader on and off the field,
and was an integral part of
our campaign last season.”

Mumbai City FC
retain Goian

SHORT TAKES

DECCAN CHRONICLE

London: England women’s
hockey coach Danny Kerry

suffered a heart attack dur-
ing the recent World League

tournament in South Africa
and will miss his team’s

defence of the European title
next month.

Kerry, who led Great Britain’s
women to gold medal glory

at the 2016 Olympics, was
admitted to Milpark Hospital
last week after feeling unwell

while at the World League
semi-final in Johannesburg.

The 46-year-old is now
returning home but is not

expected to be back at work
until September, leaving

assistant coach David Ralph
in charge for the EuroHockey
Championship in Amsterdam,

which starts on August 18.
“I would like to give my huge
thanks and debt of gratitude

to Dr Ramjee and the won-
derful staff at Milpark for the

exceptional care I received
whilst in hospital,” 
Kerry said.  — AFP 

ENGLAND HOCKEY
COACH SUFFERS

HEART ATTACK

WORLD ACQUATIC CHAMPIONSHIPS

King, Peaty smash world records
■ American King wins 100m breaststroke, Peaty claims day’s 2nd world mark

Budapest, July 26: The
world championships
came alive on Tuesday as
Lilly King of the United
States won the women’s
100 metres breaststroke
title in one of three world-
record swims at the end of
a breathtaking evening
session.

Adam Peaty of Britain
continued his breaststroke
trail-blazing with his sec-
ond world mark of the day
to reach the 50m final and
Canada’s Kylie Masse pro-
duced a world-best time to
win the women’s 100m
backstroke gold medal.

There was more history
too for Katie Ledecky fol-
lowing a routine gold in
the women’s 1500m
freestyle. The American
claimed the 12th world
title of her short career.

The evening will be long
remembered by Olympic
champion King, who post-
ed one minute 4.13 seconds
to overhaul the world-
record mark set by
Lithuania’s Ruta
Meilutyte in 2013.

King held off the threat
of Russian rival Yuliya
Efimova, in a race billed as
a grudge rematch of their
acrimonious Olympic
final, and the U.S. secured
a memorable one-two as
Katie Meili touched for sil-
ver in one minute 5.03 sec-
onds.

“That race was always
going to be a showdown,
an exciting dog fight,”
King told reporters.

“We get a lot of rivalries
like this in football, bas-
ketball, swimming where
we see a lot of really nice
people, being really nice,”
she added.

“That’s great and all but
it’s not my personality. I
am spunky, I am confident
and I am not going to not
be myself before a race.”

King, 20, has voiced her
disapproval at Efimova
being allowed to compete
at global level after the
Russian had twice been
caught using banned sub-
stances.

The spiky relationship
continued in Budapest
with King celebrating her
world record wildly and
failing to make eye contact
with Efimova who had to
settle for bronze.

A disbelieving Peaty
became the first man to
dip below 26 seconds in the
50m breaststroke a day
after winning the 100m
title. By touching in 25.95
seconds, he lowered his
record mark from the
morning’s heats by a mas-
sive 0.15 seconds.

“I was on such a high
from this morning and it
was so hard to ignore the

fact that I did a world
record and try to get
myself emotionally
ready,” Peaty told
reporters.

Masse produced an out-
standing world-record
swim of 58.10 seconds as
Australia’s quiet world
championships continued
with Emily Seebohm fail-
ing to defend her title.

PELLEGRINI BEATS
LEDECKY TO 200M
FREESTYLE TITLE

Italy’s Federica Pellegrini
won the women’s 200m
freestyle gold medal as
Katie Ledecky had to settle

for joint silver.
Pellegrini touched the

wall first at one minute,
54.73 seconds with
American Ledecky, the
reigning world and
Olympic champion, and
Australia’s Emma McKeon
sharing silver as they both
clocked 1:55.18. Russia’s
Veronika Popova took
bronze at 0.53 back.

Earlier, Sun Yang of
China came back from
sixth position at the 100m
mark to win his first men's
200m freestyle title at a
world championships in
dominant fashion.

— Agencies

USA’s Lilly King reacts after winning the women’s 100m breaststroke final in a world
record time of one minute and 4.13 seconds, overhauling the mark set by Lithuania’s
Ruta Meilutyte in 2013. — AFP

Great Britain’s Adam Peaty competes in the men’s 50m breaststroke semi-final at the
Fina World Championships in Budapest on Tuesday. — AFP

Harrison (United
States), July 26: Roma
withstood a dramatic,
late Tottenham come-
back to send the Premier
League team to their
first defeat of this pre-
season in a bad tempered
affair, which ended 3-2 in
remarkable fashion.

Tackles were flying in
all over the pitch and
Spurs manager
Mauricio Pochettino was
livid with match officials
in the second half,
although much of his
anger would have been
directed at his players
who badly underper-
formed at Red Bull
Arena.

Diego Perotti put the
Italian team ahead with
a penalty on 12 minutes.

On 69 minutes, Eusebio
di Francesco’s side dou-
bled their lead as substi-
tute Kevin Vimmer’s
cross fell to Turkish mid-
fielder Cengiz Under,
whose goal appeared to
have sealed the win.

But Harry Winks
reduced the arrears on
86 minutes when he
prodded home from four
yards, and when Vincent
Janssen scored in stop-
page time, the Premier
League team looked to
have gained a draw that
would have sent the
International Champ-
ions Cup friendly to a
penalty shoot-out.

Moments later, howev-
er, Marco Tumminello
scored in dramatic fash-
ion to sink the
Londoners once and for
all.

On the day that Daniel
Levy, the Tottenham
owner, stressed his lack
of transfer activity this
summer is irrelevant
because of the club’s
thriving youth academy,
manager Mauricio
Pochettino fielded a
number of younger play-
ers. — AFP 

New Delhi, July 27:
India finished runners-
up in their pool to quali-
fy for the girls’ team
event quarter-final in
the WSF-world junior
squash championship in
Tauranga, New Zealand,
on Wednesday.

India advanced from
Pool C and play Pool D
winners Hong Kong in
the quarter-finals on
Thursday.

In their last pool
league match, India
defeated France 2-1 to
finish second behind
England.

Coach Surbi Misra
said Sunayna Kuruvilla
gave India a good start
with a 11-5, 11-6, 11-2 win
over Maelle Fuhrer in 17
minutes. Ashita
Bhengra was the next up
against Chloe Mourier.

The Chennai player fal-
tered to start with, lost
the first game but
regained confidence to
emerge 8-11, 11-4, 11-9, 11-
8 winner.

— PTI 

Budapest, July 26: If all
goes to plan for Lewis
Hamilton in Hungary this
weekend, the Mercedes
driver will equal one of
Michael Schumacher’s all-
time records and head into
Formula One’s summer
break as sole leader of the
championship.

Hamilton remains a long
way off Schumacher’s
record 91 race wins but
Saturday’s qualifying at
the Hungaroring could see
him equal the great
German’s hitherto
unmatched 68 pole posi-
tions.

A 58th career win for the
Briton, and sixth at the
circuit outside Budapest,
on Sunday would send the
triple world champion off
on vacation with at least a
six-point advantage over

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel.
Four-times champion

Vettel has led since win-
ning the Australian sea-
son-opener in March,
jointly with Hamilton
after China, but the
German arrives in
Hungary only a point clear
after 10 of 20 races.

Hamilton, beaten by
now-retired team mate
Nico Rosberg to the 2016
title, but winner in
Hungary, has not led the
championship on his own
since last September but
has the momentum after a
crushing home victory at
Silverstone.

“There’s lots more things
that can come up in the
future but I think the
team’s really energised,”
he said after winning from
a career 67th pole position,

adding that Mercedes had
“absorbed all the energy”
from the fans at
Silverstone.

“So I hope we can take
that into the next races.”

Mercedes are 55 points
clear of Ferrari in the con-
structors’ standings but
team boss Toto Wolff was
wary of suggesting the
champions were the
favourites again rather
than being the ‘underdogs’
he had talked of after
Monaco.

“The moment you say
that, you go to the next
race and are slapped in the
face,” the Austrian told
reporters. “It is tricky. Our
car is not always easy to
set up and we have become
much better at doing so in
a great team effort.”

— Reuters 

Hamilton has Schumi’s pole record in sights

Belgrade, July 26:
Twelve-time Grand
Slam champion Novak
Djokovic will miss the
rest of the season with
an elbow injury, he
announced on
Wednesday.

The 30-year-old Serb
was forced to retire
from his Wimbledon
quarter-final against
Tomas Berdych earlier
this month because of
the problem, and will
now sit out of next
month’s US Open.

In a live Facebook
video post from
Belgrade, the former
world number one said
that after suffering
from the injury for a
year-and-a-half, he had
“made a decision to not
play any competition,
any tournaments” for
the rest of 2017.

“Unfortunately this is
the decision that had to
be made at this

moment. Wimbledon
was probably the tough-
est tournament for me
in terms of feeling the
pain that has escalat-
ed,” he said.

Between mid-January
2015 and June 2016,
Djokovic won 17 of his
22 finals played in 24
tournaments. It seemed
nothing could interrupt
his dominance of world
tennis.

But for months the
Serbian national hero
— now fourth in the
world rankings — has
been a shadow of his
former self.

Since winning the
French Open last year
to complete the career
Grand Slam, he has
failed to claim another
major title.

He crashed out of the
Australian Open in the
second round and the

French Open in the last
eight.

Djokovic said that,
having spoken to vari-
ous medical specialists,
“they all agree that I
need rest, that I need
time”.

“This is one of those
injuries when nothing
can really help instant-
ly, you just have to allow
natural rehabilitation
to take its course,” he
went on.

“And professionally
this is obviously not an
easy decision for me,
but I’m trying to look
from the positive side of
everything.”

The decision means
he will also miss the
semi-final of the Davis
Cup in France in mid-
September.

He said he would need
a couple of months
without the racquet but
that surgery was “not
an option”. — AFP 

Djokovic out for rest of
season with elbow injury
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● Moments later,
however, Marco
Tumminello scored
in dramatic fashion
to sink the
Londoners once
and for all
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