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Even as the ruling BJP decides to bring its national president,
Amit Shah, to the Rajya Sabha, the CPI(M), an Opposition par-
ty that punches way above its strength in Parliament, has deci-
ded to keep its general secretary, Sitaram Yechury, out of it.
The reason cited for keeping Yechury out of the Rajya Sabha is
that the general secretary’s heavy organisational responsibi-
lities would not give him the time needed to be an effective par-
liamentarian. Another reason is that a third term for Yechury
in the Rajya Sabha would violate the party’s norm of a two-
term limit for one individual in the Upper House. Rules are
meant to subserve larger goals. The only relevant question is,
does the party gain more from Yechury’s presence in the Hou-

se or from keeping him out?
Yechury is an effective parliamentarian.

His performance in Parliament is one rea-
son why the CPI(M) gets the importance it
does in national and Opposition politics.
The presence of the party’s topmost lead-
er in Parliament only serves to give the
party visibility and presence in the me-

dia: print, TV and social. If a rule stands in the way of the par-
ty making the best of a bad situation — it should be nobody’s
case that these are the party’s glory days — the rule should go.
As for the allocation of time between duties of party leader
and duties as parliamentarian, if the leader of the largest par-
ty in the country finds it simpler to discharge both by becom-
ing a member of the Upper House, there is little reason to beli-
eve it would be different for the leader of another party. The re-
al problem lies elsewhere. It lies in the CPI(M)’s continued am-
bivalence towards democratic, parliamentary politics.

It is time the party accepted its viable reality as a social-demo-
cratic force in India’s democratic politics, of which Parliame-
nt is the centrepiece.

CPI(M)’s Obsolete
Parliamentary Delusion
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Inspiring Patriotism
isn’t a Tankless Task
That the vice-chancellor of New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Univer-
sity (JNU) reportedly wants to put a huge tank smack in the
middle of the campus is entirely appropriate. There is noth-
ing like a tank to inspire positive thoughts about the nation
and, indeed, life in general. For, the overweening presence of
those dark, looming behemoths is not that rare a sight in Ind-
ia, contrary to popular perception. There is scarcely a habi-
tation that is bereft of their silent but undeniable presence.
They lurk in places that are often unexpected but never can
it be said that they are unwanted. And thanks to certain ini-
tiatives of the current government, there are more of them
about than ever before. These tanks serve to remind us all —
not merely the more obstreperous elements of JNU’s stu-
dent and academic bodies — that the price of conscientious
objection (in this case, at least) is eternal waterlessness.

The VC has reportedly decided to ask for an “army tank”,
which presumably would be sturdier than plastic civilian
constructs. If JNU decides to opt for an Indian company’s
tank named after an American general whose moniker is al-
so used for a famous series of armoured military vehicles,
then all sides may emerge happy, even if the VC meant ano-
ther kind of tank altogether. And other universities may be
inspired to follow suit.

Atank in the middle of JNU’s
campus? Water good idea, VCji!

The government is reportedly working on the rules for
personal bankruptcy. This is ambition, indeed. Of cour-
se, there is nothing wrong with the concept. The problem
is with the legal infrastructure India has in place: its size
and capacity are puny in relation to the size of the popu-
lation and the potential demand for bankruptcy proceed-
ings. True, our financial laws have loopholes that some
errant individuals exploit, but there could also be genui-
ne reasons for bankruptcy such as an economic down-
turn leading to loss of employment. So, giving some flexi-
bility to individuals to restructure their loans makes sen-
se. The code would replace two archaic laws: the Presi-
dency Towns Insolvency Act, 1909 (for the three erstwhile
presidencies of Chennai, Kolkata and Mumbai), and the
Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920 (for all other areas). But
they have seldom been used due to a dysfunctional judici-
al system (read: district and high courts).

The debt recovery tribunal (DRT) is the adjudicating
authority for individuals and unlimi-
ted liability partnership firms under
the code. However, an individual can
move the debt recovery appellate tri-
bunal (DRAT) contesting the DRT’s or-
der. At present, there are only 38-odd
DRTs and five DRATs functioning in
India. Moreover, the DRTs’ track-re-

cord in dealing with the recovery of bad loans is poor, and
adding insolvency suits would add to the pile of pending
cases. The threshold for applicability of the code to indi-
viduals and partnerships, at .̀ 1,000, is way too low. The ne-
ed is to give DRTs more teeth to claw back dues. Setting up
more benches, raising the remuneration for members of
DRTs, making appeals costlier and limiting the number
of appeals against rulings would help.

The code allows individuals with small debts to declare
insolvency through a fresh-start order. It is an amnesty,
and akin to Chapter 7 of the US bankruptcy code where
debts are wiped off forever, but only for people with inco-
mes below the median. A resolution professional plays a
role in this case as well. But the key is a combination of a
functional judicial system and a healthy credit culture.

Personal Bankruptcy:
Pure Pie in the Sky
The judicial system is too small to make it work

SWAMI KRIYANANDA

I love the saying, “Today is the
first day of the rest of your life.”
The past isn’t important, for,
from today onward, we can ch-
ange. My guru, Paramhansa
Yogananda, often said, “Forget
the past.” The thought of past
mistakes pulls us down. People
also live too much in their vic-
tories. In self-pride they say,
“Oh, I did this and I did that,”
but that’s history.

The Bhagavad Gita tells us to
give the results of our actions
to God. I was surprised to hear
Yogananda say, “God is pleased
when you give him your mistak-
es.” If you dwell on the thought,
“I made a mistake,” you close
the door to self-improvement.

We live in an age where one
could say that today’s religion
is science. This is good in the
sense that science says, “If it’s
true, we have to prove it.” I sug-
gest that you test religion or sp-
irituality scientifically within
your own self. As an experi-
ment, try for one week to think
of God and talk to Him. Every
thought that comes to you,
even an ugly thought, share it
with Him. Say, “God, help me.
Change this idea, because I
don’t like it.”

Resolve to think of God for
five minutes every day. When
you can do that, do it for 10 min-
utes, and then longer. I have
found it to be very inspiring,
when slowly walking, to try to
share every moment, every
movement, thought and sound
with God. Each one of us needs
to play his own song. In this
way, God can do beautiful thin-
gsthrough us. What God wants,
finally, is to enjoy Himself in
you. This is God’s purpose —
give Him that chance.

In God’s
Presence

Dear Behenji,
I have been following your career

since the early 1980s ever since I got
to know your mentor Kanshi Ram.
I wrote your biography shortly after
you swept to power in Uttar Prad-
esh, the fourth time as chief minis-
ter but the first time with your own
majority raising even prime minis-
terial dreams.

I had to whittle down these great
expectations five years later after
your disappointing performance in
the 2009 Lok Sabha polls and loss of
power in the 2012 Uttar Pradesh as-
sembly polls. However, I still gave
you a good chance of political recov-
ery in the state.

You suffered two successive crip-
pling electoral debacles, the first
wiping out your party in the Lok Sa-
bha and the second reducing it to a
handful of seats in the UP assembly.
I have now argued the near impossi-
bility of you coming back after such
persistent and drastic decline brou-
ght about not just by your several
mistakes and shortcomings, but
also by the passing of a particular

phase of UP politics that saw a dog-
fight between upper castes and mid-
dle castes creating a space for a Dalit
party such as yours.

Behenji, you did display great sh-
rewdness and flair while manipulat-
ing insecure Brahmin leaders in the
BJP and the Congress to help you to
repeatedly form minority govern-
ments. In 2007, you even managed to
create a buzz of Brahmin communi-
ty support for you, which was a key
factor in your momentous win with
a clear majority. But all this has be-
come obsolete with the rise of the
Modi juggernaut driven by the for-
midable Amit Shah changing the
political landscape of UP.

Yet, just as I have finished writing

your political obituary, I find you
have surprised people yet again
with your resilience. I am, of course,
referring to your dramatic resigna-
tion from the Rajya Sabha. I do not
believe your claim of it being an imp-
ulsive decision after not being allow-
edenough time in the House to speak
on the atrocities on Dalits in UP. As a
matter of fact, I have come to know
that this was a calculated move.

Whether by impulse or by design,
this one big bold move of yours has
had several big consequences. It has
somewhat restored your credibility
with the Dalit community, which fear-
ed you had lost your earlier fire after
being demoralised by a string of
electoral defeats. The swiftness with
which so many opposition parties
have come out in your support also
underlines a paradox.

At a time you are at your weakest,
there is unprecedented resolve amo-
ng many parties — including your
past rivals — to prop you up as a Dal-
it leader to stop the BJP increasing
its electoral support base.

Your resignation has clearly spook-
ed the BJP leadership, which fear
you could storm back to Parliament
as a joint opposition candidate from
the Phulpur parliamentary seat,
which will have to be vacated soon
by UP deputy chief minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya. The BJP may even
shift him back to the Centre just to
thwart your possible victory that
could be a political game-changer.

Regardless of whether you are
allowed to contest from Phulpur or
not, now you cannot look backwards.
A victory from a joint opposition
platform returns you as major poli-
tical player, despite your party’s dis-
mal presence in elected bodies. If
the BJP runs away from a contest in
Phulpur, it is still a symbolic victory
that should set you up for a barnstor-
ming tour across UP.

But Behenji, you need to get back to
holding smaller intimate meetings
with people on the ground like you
used to in the early stage of your car-
eer. Not the mega rallies where you
were a distant speck high up on the
stage we have seen in recent years.

It is true that on paper, a potential
alliance with the Samajwadi Party,
the Congress and Ajit Singh’s Rash-
triya Lok Dal gives you a formidable
electoral base. But unless you stop
being a statue on a pedestal and con-
nect to people, you will not be able to
translate this into actual votes.

Behenji, I am sure you are aware of
the daunting task of reviving your
political fortunes from such a low po-
int, particularly against such formi-
dable opponents such as Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah and Yogi Adityana-
th. But then, by putting up one last
stand, you have nothing to lose but
your political oblivion. On the other
hand, if you do pull it off, it could be
biggest political comeback in history.

Yours hopefully,
Ajoy Bose

Dear Behenji, One for the Road?
MAYAWATI

Ajoy Bose

One last shot at breaking free
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R
ising powers like India us-
ually have differing ways
to increase their influence.
Previously successful tac-
tics, where we simply high-

light our importance by virtue of
our historicity and the size of our po-
pulation, are limited in their appeal.
To reach the inflection point that cas-
ts a nation as a great power, one must
navigate the shoals of international
diplomacy carefully.

In the 19th century, Germany was
a rising State, embedded in the heart
of Europe. In 1888, the new German
Emperor Wilhelm III rejected Chan-
cellor Otto von Bismarck’s ‘peaceful
foreign policy’, seeking to work towa-
rds a war of aggression and focusing
on the creation of a Germany navy
that would rival that of the British. He
sought a colonial role for Germany,
staking its own claim to natural reso-
urces and intervening across geopoli-
tical fault lines in Morocco and Iran.

Very Germane
Perceptions of Germany across the
anglophone world soon shifted, vie-
wing it as an increasingly revanchist
power, which sought to upturn the
existing order. The consequences
were tragic.

Meanwhile, the US took a different
path. Insulated by two oceans, and
blessed with two pliant neighbours,
the US had the luxury to focus prima-
rily on its economy in its vast resour-

ce-rich hinterland. For the most part,
US foreign policy sought to avoid ‘en-
tanglements’, while maintaining its
freedom of action, all encouraged by
a streak of isolationism that has re-
emerged in the modern day.

Secretary of State William H Sew-
ard forswore off European involve-
ment by citing ‘a policy of non-inter-
vention’, which was part of the US’
‘manifest destiny’.

The world as it stands today bears
similarity to the one in the early 19th
century, with new rising powers emer-
ging and a world being shaken from
its moorings. Former strong allian-
ces are increasingly being sundered,
while old geopolitical rivals like Rus-
sia and China are increasingly find-
ing shared interests. As the US und-
ergoes a period of significant politi-
cal volatility, West Asia is in turmoil,
and Europe continues to navel-gaze.

This day and age calls for a new
kind of foreign policy. Decades ago,
when India made a tryst with destiny,
we also sought to carve our own spa-
ce in the world, seeking non-alignme-
nt, which preserved India’s freedom
of action, by refusing to align with
any bloc or alliance. India’s propaga-
tion of the concept helped establish a
significant role in multilateral orga-
nisations and influence with develo-
ping nations.

Pursuing such neutrality did not
limit the assistance it received from
either bloc during the Cold War. India
cooperated with the West on nuclear
power and with the Soviet Union on
dams. And yet, it maintained its stra-
tegic autonomy from either.

India was able to befriend geopoli-
tical rivals like Iran and Israel, while
maintaining relationships with wou-
ld-be theocratic states (Saudi Arabia),
revolutionary (Cuba) and independ-
ence movements (Palestine).

Crafting a foreign policy approach

for this age calls for a realistic assess-
ment of our situation. India faces a de-
teriorating Asian security scenario,
with China expanding both in Centr-
al Asia and the Indian Ocean. The ra-
pid expansion of the ‘One Belt, One
Road’ initiative will ensure an East
more tightly linked to China’s econo-
my, while South Asia increasingly de-
velops a taste for Chinese financing.

The nature of global power is chan-
ging. Military innovations are incre-
asingly diffused and a mobilised citi-
zenry increasingly able to rock the
diplomatic table. In this narrow win-
dow of strategic space, India has to
continue growing.

Fine China
Meanwhile, globalisation has enter-
ed uncharted waters. The manufact-
uring-based growth model that work-
ed for China and Southeast Asia may
not work for India, as the West seeks to
rebuild its own manufacturing sec-
tor. Domestic political pressure is
likely to lead to further trade and im-
migration restrictions, limiting ac-
cess to Western markets.

As globalisation is increasingly vi-
ewed as a zero-sum game, India’s ind-
ustrial policy measures may have li-
mited efficacy. Our key strategic int-
erest remains in maintaining an open
economic order — pursuing this req-
uires establishing a range of bilateral
free trade agreements (FTAs) with
friendly and neutral powers. We need

space and peace to revamp our devel-
opmental model. The growth of our
domestic economy needs to be pur-
sued over foreign entanglements.

Pursuing this will require a non-
aligned foreign policy that offers
maximum options with leading pow-
ers, allowing us to trade market ac-
cess and strategic positioning for
technology transfer, financing and
diplomatic goodwill. Pursuing this
policy will require us to adapt to st-
range and new circumstances: hold-
ing naval exercise in the Bay of Ben-
gal with the US and Japan, and hold-
ing counterterrorism drills with me-
mbers of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), including Rus-
sia and China.

India should continue to befriend
the US, utilising its good offices to
open up the doors of high-technology
control regimes (the Wassenaar Ag-
reement, the Nuclear Suppliers Gro-
up), all the while pushing back aga-
inst policy measures to restrict mar-
ket access for Indian IT and pharma-
ceutical firms.

While great power competition
will continue, India must ensure that
no State is able to exercise undue in-
fluence on it, and that any non-State
actor is deterred by its institutional
capacity for retaliation. India should
pursue its permanent interests, buil-
ding alliances with all.

The writer is a BJP MP

Non-Aligned Movement 2.0
The growth of our domestic economy needs to be pursued over foreign entanglements

Varun Gandhi

Let a thousand flower vases in the middle bloom: Indian National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Beijing, September 2014
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The manufacturing-based growth model that worked
for China and Southeast Asia may not work for India,
as the West seeks to rebuild its manufacturing sector

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesgroup.com

Nitish Kumar
Stands to Gain
Apropos the Edit, ‘BJP the
Gainer, As Nitish Recalibrat-
es’ (Jul 27), Nitish’s volte-face
has left opposition red-faced
and their hopes of putting up
a united front to topple the
NDA is nothing but a chimera
now. The JD(U)-RJD alliance
was unholy in the sense that
Nitish stood for clean govern-
ance and Lalu was mired in
corruption cases. It’s a lesson
for the regional parties steer-
ed by Mulayam Singh and
Mayawati that are fighting the
BJP. The tide has turned again-
st Lalu and that’s good for
Bihar, an economically back-
ward state. The realignment
augurs well for Nitish.

ASHOK GOSWAMI
Chennai

It’s Not At All a
Masterstroke
Nitish Kumar is an astute poli-
tician who takes decisions with-
out the fear of being branded a
rank opportunist. His decision
to ditch Mahagathbandhan and
embrace BJP — another extra-
ordinary twist in the colourful

kaleidoscope
of Indian poli-
tics — certain-
ly represents
a setback in
the process of
emergence of
a secular alter-
native to BJP.

For all his unerring political
instincts, it appears more like
a political suicide than a mas-
terstroke. Nitish Kumar will
do well to disband the JD(U)
and merge it with the BJP.

G DAVID MILTON
Maruthancode

First Fix India’s
Education Setup
This refers to the Edit, ‘Manag-
ing Migration, as Well as Brain
Drain’ (Jul 27). Manufacturing
jobs are least paying now and
Indians prefer white-collar
jobs. Most engineers who opt
for management courses later
end up getting far better salar-
ies. An MBBS degree too does-
n’t take you anywhere; many
switch to hospital manageme-
nt and even administrative
positions as PG admission is
not so easy. Some join the civil
service. Unless these aberrati-
ons in our educational system
are rectified, there is bound to
be migration and brain drain.

ALOK KUMAR
By email

Chat Room

The arrival of the new millennium
saw the rise of India as a new econo-
mic power. India’s IT industry was
the poster child of this rise, and the
Y2K opportunity — fixing the cod-
ing glitch that was to create havoc in
computer networks at the start of
2000 — was its watershed moment.
From being at the fringes, Indian IT
companies were now competing and
beating the best in the world in less
than a decade.

Turning the clock forward 17 years,
the implementation of the goods and
services tax (GST) presents the next
big opportunity for the Indian econ-
omy. And just like Y2K, this growth,
too, will be powered by technology.

GST is breaking down barriers
created by the older, complicated tax
structures, paving the way for a uni-
fied marketplace and is making it
easier to conduct business. While

large corporates have been the pri-
me driver and beneficiary of econo-
mic growth so far, the next stage of
economic growth will need to come
from a different source: the small
and medium businesses (SMBs).

SMBs contribute nearly 45% of Ind-
ia’s GDP: three times as much as cor-
porate India’s contribution. While
the sector is growing at over 11% an-
nually, most transactions among
SMBs are still in cash. A large percen-
tage of SMBs has traditionally oper-
ated below the tax ceiling. More imp-
ortantly, technology penetration am-
ong SMBs remains very low: more
than 65% are estimated to be offline.

But GST promises to change all of
this, as businesses must connect to
the GST Network (GSTN) to file tax-
es. There are about six million regis-
tered users with the GSTN. This num-
ber is expected to increase by anot-
her 50% post-GST implementation,
bringing an even larger number of
businesses under the tax ambit for
the first time. All these businesses
will have to rely on technology to
stay compliant with their tax report-
ing obligations.

This technology-enabled transition
to GST has the potential to provide a
major push to the economy. Accord-

ing to the 2015 Zinnov study, ‘Digital
SMBs: Powering India Into the Futu-
re’ (goo.gl/Cixabo), the digital ena-
blement of Indian SMBs can lead to
more than $1trillion in additional
contribution to the GDP by 2020. And
this added growth will lead to creati-
on of millions of additional jobs ac-
ross all levels and geographies.

There will, of course, be the chal-
lenge of getting an owner of a tradi-
tional manufacturing unit, a trader
or wholesaler to transition to tech-
nology. There may be initial appre-
hensions. But with the right hand-
holding, the transition can be smo-
oth, as the first few days after GST
was implemented have shown.

The long-term benefits of techno-
logy adoption for SMBs and traders
are undeniable. One such benefit
SMBs can avail by being GST-comp-
liant is improved credit sourcing. For
most small businesses, securing a
loan from a financial institution can
often prove to be a challenge. Comp-
liance to a transparent GST regime
can be a blessing for SMBs, as it will
facilitate in digitally organising the-
irfinancial records, which can lead to
easier and cheaper credit sourcing.

Access to easy credit can be a game
changer for SMBs. It will make them
more competitive in the market —
and open up possibilities for faster
business growth.

The agent of change will once again
be the personal computer (PC). Its
potential won’t be restricted to filing
taxes alone. The factory owner or tra-
der can also use the PC for the better
management of the inventory and
supply chain, sales leads and custom-
er relationships, streamlined accou-
nting, and even listing himself on an
e-commerce platform. With signifi-
cant advances in connectivity and
cloud-based business applications,
PC possibilities are endless.

The writer is MD, Hewlett-Packard, India

Y2K Moment for Small Biz?
GST OPPORTUNITIES

Sumeer Chandra

Opportunity gobbles
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