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Within 24 hours of his resig-
nation as Chief Minister of
the ‘Mahagathbandhan’
(Grand Alliance) government
in Bihar, JD(U) president Nit-
ish Kumar was sworn in as
Chief Minister of the NDA
government on Thursday. 

State BJP leader Sushil Ku-
mar Modi was sworn in as
Deputy Chief Minister. No
other Minister took oath at
the ceremony. Governor Ke-
shari Nath Tripathi has asked
Mr. Kumar to prove his ma-
jority on the floor of the
House on Friday. 

Letter of support
Late on Wednesday, Mr. Nit-
ish Kumar had submitted a
letter of support from 131 le-
gislators to the Governor, fol-
lowing which he was invited
to take the oath on Thursday
morning. A Raj Bhavan noti-
fication released at 2.58 a.m.
announced the swearing-in. 

Apart from the 71 JD(U)
MLAs, 53 BJP, two Lok Jan-
shakti Party, two Rashtriya
Lok Samata Party, one
Hindustani Awam Morcha
(Secular) and two Independ-
ent MLAs have pledged their
support to the NDA govern-
ment. In the 243-member
Assembly, 122 is the required
number for a majority.

Senior BJP leaders from
Delhi J.P. Nadda and Anil Jain
were present at the swear-

ing-in ceremony at the Raj
Bhavan, along with all senior
State leaders. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted to
congratulate both Mr. Kumar
and Mr. Sushil Modi. 

After taking oath as Chief
Minister for the sixth time,
Mr. Kumar told journalists
that his decision (to part
ways with the Grand Alli-
ance) was taken in the in-
terests of Bihar, and his only
commitment was to serve
the people and the develop-
ment of the State.

Nitish-Sushil Modi team back
at the helm of a�airs in Bihar 
Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi asks JD(U) leader to prove majority today

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

New dispensation: Chief Minister Nitish Kumar greets Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi after
taking the oath at the Raj Bhawan in Patna on Thursday. * RANJEET KUMAR

THE SHIFT IN BIHAR A EDITORIAL 

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Doctors who have MBBS
degrees often grumble about
practitioners of traditional
Ayurvedic or Unani
medicine and homeopaths
calling themselves doctors,
and worse, prescribing
allopathic medicines (which
they refer to as ‘crosspathy’).
The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) has a
solution: a unique emblem.

The IMA has received a
no-objection certificate from
the Intellectual Property
Office (IPO) to trademark a
red cross with the letters ‘Dr’
in the centre, in white, and
is now registering it.
Allopathic practitioners will
be able to use it on their

prescriptions and signage to
indicate that they have
studied modern medicine.

Dr. K.K. Aggarwal,
president of the IMA, said
that the umbrella body had
put out a call for designs and
suggestions in 2015, and that
it had received over 110
designs from doctors across

the country. 
Dr. Jayesh Lele, of the

Maharashtra IMA, said that
the aim was to have
something simple and easily
identifiable with medicine.
“The emblem would be of
great service to the public.
Also, it will empower us to
initiate action against
crosspathy practitioners or
quacks who wrongly use the
emblem.”

All not well?
The potential problem: the
emblem closely resembles
one of the emblems of the
International Committee of
the Red Cross, and has been
recognised since the 1864
Geneva Convention as a
distinctive sign for medical

relief teams on battlefields.
“We have used a lighter

red shade for the cross, and
we also have the
abbreviation ‘Dr’ in the
centre, which will
differentiate the logo,” Dr.
Aggarwal said. 

No duplication
Later, Dr. Aggarwal

added, “There is no
duplication as far as we are
concerned.”

India’s Geneva
Convention Act, 1960,
Section 12, prohibits the use
(without the Central
government’s permission) of
‘any design or wording’ that
resembles the Red Cross
emblems closely enough to
be mistaken for it. 

Neel Kamal Singh, deputy
secretary of the Indian Red
Cross Society (IRCS), told
The Hindu, “Even if one
changes the colour or
slightly changes the pattern
of the cross or applies any
other filter, it will not be
permitted. This is a rule set
by the Geneva Convention
and the Indian government
has committed to it.”

Union Health Secretary
C.K. Mishra said he was not
aware if any objection had
been raised over the
emblem. “As of now we have
no information on the
matter,” Mr. Mishra said.

(With inputs from 
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

in New Delhi)
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The ‘Dr’ is in (or is it?)
MBBS holders will soon have an exclusive symbol, but the IRCS may be cross

Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai
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Paying glowing tributes to
former President A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said a fitting
tribute to the late leader
would be to develop India in
all spheres when the coun-
try celebrated its 75th inde-
pendence day in 2022.

Addressing a public meet-
ing on Thursday at
Mandapam, near here, after
dedicating the memorial to
the former President to the
nation, he said Kalam had
dreamt of a developed India,
and called upon the youth to
resolve to fulfil his dream by
2022. “This will be the fitting
tribute to Kalam,” Mr. Modi
said.

The memorial, which has
on display replicas of rock-
ets and missiles on which
the late scientist had
worked, has been built at a
cost of ₹15 crore on land al-
lotted by the Tamil Nadu
government at Kalam’s vil-
lage Peikarambu.

Stating that he missed
‘Amma’ (former Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa),
Mr. Modi said had she been
around, she would have
greatly appreciated the
workers for building a won-
derful memorial for Kalam. 

The Prime Minister said
various schemes launched
by the Centre — “Stand up
India” or “Start up India”,
‘Amrut’ cities or smart cities

or Clean India projects —
would all go a long way in
realising Kalam’s dream of a
“developed India.”

Citing the epic Ramayana,
Mr. Modi said that like the
squirrel that helped Lord
Rama build the Ram Setu,
every one should contribute

to the development of the
country. 

“If each one of the 125
crore people marched one
foot ahead like the squirrel,
India will march 125 crore
foot ahead,” he said.

Calls on the youth to ful�l the former President’s dream 

D.J. Walter Scott

Rameswaram

Honouring a legacy: Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes part
in the inauguration of the A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Memorial at
Peikarambu near Rameswaram on Thursday. * R. ASHOK

A developed India is the
best tribute to Kalam: PM

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

In a bid to take on Congress
veteran Ahmed Patel in the
Rajya Sabha elections, the
BJP on Thursday fielded Bal-
wantsinh Rajput, hours
after he resigned as Con-
gress chief whip in the As-
sembly and as a legislator. 

BJP president Amit Shah
and Union Minister Smriti
Irani are the other BJP can-
didates for the elections,
scheduled for August 8.

Mr. Rajput’s entry has
made the elections a high-
stake political battle for Mr.
Patel, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s political sec-
retary, who is seeking a fifth
term in the Rajya Sabha.

“It has become a
tightrope walk for Mr. Pa-
tel,” a BJP leader said. “BJP
president Amit Shah and
rebel Congress leader

Shankersinh Vaghela, who
recently resigned from the
party, have joined hands to
ensure the defeat of Mr.
Ahmed Patel,” he said. 

Mr. Vaghela had said
earlier that he would vote
for Mr. Patel and then resign
as Congress legislator.

Two other Congress
MLAs — P.I. Patel and Te-
jashri Patel — also submitted
their resignations to the As-
sembly Speaker and then
joined the BJP.

A few more Congress le-
gislators are likely to resign
on Friday when the BJP can-
didates file their
nominations.

Mr. Rajput is a senior
Congress legislator and is a
relative of Mr. Vaghela, who
split the party ahead of the
Assembly elections in the
State. 

3 Gujarat Cong. MLAs
quit party, join BJP

One of them will take on Ahmed Patel 

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

The political turmoil set off
by the break-up of the
‘Mahagathbandhan’ in Bihar
played out all day in Delhi,
with senior JD(U) leader
Sharad Yadav keeping away
from his party president
Nitish Kumar’s sixth stab at
being Chief Minister. 

Instead, he met Congress
vice-president Rahul Gandhi
and disgruntled party MPs
Ali Anwar and M.P.
Veerendra Kumar. Questions

on whether JD(U) MPs
would be made Ministers at
the Centre and support to
the NDA’s vice-presidential
nominee M. Venkaiah Naidu
hung in the air. The JD(U)
had earlier promised
support to the Opposition
candidate Gopalkrishna
Gandhi. Mr. Veerendra
Kumar had already broken
ranks with the JD(U) during
the presidential polls. 

Rumblings in JD(U)
Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
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National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval on Thursday held
talks with Chinese State
Councillor Yang Jichei, cov-
ering “bilateral issues and
major problems,” signalling
that the stand-off in Doklam
between Chinese and Indian
troops in the Sikkim sector
was likely on the agenda. 

Referring to the three Na-
tional Security Advisers of
the BRICS countries, includ-
ing Mr. Doval, who are in
the Chinese capital, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency
said: “[Mr.] Yang also separ-
ately exchanged views with
the three senior represent-
atives on bilateral relations,
international and regional
issues and multilateral af-
fairs, and set forth China’s
position on bilateral issues

and major problems.”
Back home, Minister of

State for External Affairs
M.J. Akbar, speaking in the
Rajya Sabha, highlighted the
agreement reached in June
in Astana between the coun-
tries to intensify “develop-
ment partnership” and
“people-to-people contact,”
even as External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj said In-
dia had not discriminated
against Chinese companies.

Expectations of de-escalation of crisis

Atul Aneja 

Kallol Bhattacherjee

BEIJING/NEW DELHI

Ajit Doval

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Doval holds talks with 
Chinese counterpart

Rain pounds Gujarat,
throws life out of gear
AHMEDABAD

Heavy rain hit normal life in

Ahmedabad and

Gandhinagar, while 10,000

people from rural and urban

areas here were shifted to

safer places after the

Sabarmati river swelled.

O�cials said the number of

people who had lost their

lives due to the downpour in

the State stood at 123 till

Wednesday.
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The National Investigation
Agency has issued summons
to Naeem Geelani, the elder
son of hardline separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, in connection with
the ongoing probe against
separatists for funding un-
rest in the Kashmir Valley.

The agency sent the sum-
mons to Naeem, asking him

to appear before it for ques-
tioning on July 31.

This is not the first time
that Naeem has been
summoned by the NIA. On
August 29, 2016, the NIA had
called Naeem for question-
ing to its Srinagar office in
connection with a prelimin-
ary enquiry it was conduct-
ing to detect the suspicious
flow of a huge amount of
cash from overseas in five

bank accounts.
A surgeon by profession,

Naeem had returned from
Pakistan in 2010.

The NIA had registered a
case on May 30 against sep-
aratist and secessionist lead-
ers who have allegedly been
acting in connivance with
active militants of the Hizbul
Mujahideen, Dukhtaran-e-
Millat, the Lashkar-e-Toiba
other outfits.

NIA had registered case against separatist, secessionist leaders

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Geelani’s son summoned for terror funding

SC declines plea to stay
release of ‘Indu Sarkar’
NEW DELHI

Noting that it will not curb

artistic licence to dramatise

historical facts, the Supreme

Court on Thursday refused to

stay the scheduled release of

Madhur Bhandarkar’s �lm

Indu Sarkar on July 28.

The �lm portrays the

Emergency days of 1975-77.
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Committees of social work-
ers, homemakers, retired
persons and other up-
standing citizens will form
the vanguard against frivol-
ous complaints of dowry
harassment in their localit-
ies. They will sift the genu-
ine cases from trivial ones.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered the set-
ting up of ‘family welfare
committees’ in all districts
under the aegis of the Na-
tional Legal Services Au-
thority. The three-member
family welfare committees
will be set up by the dis-
trict legal services authorit-
ies. Members can be ap-
pointed from para legal
volunteers, social workers,
retired persons, “wives of
working officers” and
other citizens.

SC for panels
to examine
dowry cases

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

DETAILS ON A PAGE 7
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DELHI Timings

Friday, July 28

RISE 05:41 SET 19:15

RISE 10:29 SET 22:47

Saturday, July 29

RISE 05:41 SET 19:14

RISE 11:24 SET 23:23

Sunday, July 30

RISE 05:42 SET 19:14

RISE 12:17 SET 23:58

Activists of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday organised a
protest here demanding the
resignation of Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh over the de-
teriorating law and order
situation in the hill State.
Similar demonstrations
were held in over 7,000
booths such as Mandi,
Sirmaur, Solan, Kullu, Kan-
gra and Hamirpur.

The protesters, while
slamming the government
for its alleged inefficiency in
handling the rape-cum-
murder case of a schoolgirl
in Kotkhai village of Shimla
last month, also burnt effi-

gies of the Chief Minister.
The victim, a resident of

Theog, had gone missing on
July 4 while returning home
from school. Her body had
been recovered from a forest
two days later. Post-mortem
examination had revealed
that she had been gangraped
and strangled to death. Her
limbs had also been broken.

‘An eyewash’
Six persons were arrested in
the case, one of whom was
allegedly killed in police cus-
tody by a co-accused. The
BJP, however, termed the ar-
rests an “eyewash”, claiming
that the real culprits were
yet to be nabbed.

Party president Satpal

Satti, who led the proces-
sions in the lower districts,
said the State had become a
hub of criminal activities un-
der the patronage of the gov-
ernment. He also claimed
that Himachal was being
ruled by a “corrupt” person.

Meanwhile, the CBI,
which has taken over the
case, on Thursday produced
the five accused in a court in
Theog. They will now be
shifted to Kanda jail in
Shimla.

Earlier, accused Suraj Ku-
mar, who had died in police
custody, was cremated in
Shimla after an autopsy was
conducted on him at the In-
dira Gandhi Medical College
and Hospital.

BJP seeks resignation
of Virbhadra Singh
Party protests against crime in Himachal, burns e�gies of CM

Staff Correspondent 

SHIMLA

The Shiromani Akali Dal on
Thursday launched the
‘Jabar Vidrohi Lehar’, or
what it termed as a move-
ment against the alleged “ex-
cesses” by the ruling Con-
gress government on its
party workers and leaders
by registering false cases.

The movement, which is
being seen as an attempt by
the party to rejuvenate its
cadre after party had faced
its worst drubbing in the

2017 assembly polls, was
started from Dera Baba
Nanak.

Sand mafia
Party president Sukhbir
Singh Badal, addressing the
workers, said that under the
present government, the li-
quor and sand mafia had
gained strength, robbing the
state of precious resources.

“Congress leaders have
started oppression of the
poor and the downtrodden
to wean them away from the

SAD,” he said.
Mr Badal said the SAD

would strongly take up the
cases where Akali workers
or leaders were being falsely
implicated and would not let
workers suffer at any cost.

SAD general secretary
Bikram Majithia said the
Congress government had
not fulfilled a single promise
be it the loan waiver to farm-
ers, jobs, unemployment al-
lowance to the youth or in-
crease in social welfare
benefits.

‘Congress leaders have started oppression of the poor’ 
Special Correspondent

Chandigarh

Akali Dal launches movement
against ‘excesses’ by Cong. govt

The Allahabad High Court
on Thursday fixed on Fri-
day as the final date of
hearing on a petition

seeking a CBI investiga-
tion into the 2007
Gorakhpur in which Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath is one of
the accused.

Gorakhpur riots case 
�nal hearing today
Press trust of India

Allahabad

The joint capital of Punjab
and Haryana witnessed
heavy rain for the first time
since the southwest mon-
soon hit the union territory
over a fortnight back.

The city had witnessed
scanty rain this month un-
til Wednesday and sultry
weather conditions had
prevailed.

The heavy downpour
led to waterlogging at the
traffic roundabouts and
several roads of the city for
sometime. Rain also lashed
neighbouring towns in-
cluding Mohali, Patiala and
Fatehgarh Sahib in Punjab.

Heavy rain
lashes
Chandigarh
Press trust of india

Chandigarh
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Cases of malaria reported
from residential schools loc-
ated in remote pockets of
Kandhamal district of
Odisha have become a major
source of worry for the local
administration. 

Most malaria cases repor-
ted so far this year have been
detected from residential
schools in Daringbadi, Tu-
mudibandh and Kotagarh
blocks of the district. Many
residential schools are man-

aged by the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Development Department of
the State government and
located in remote pockets
prone to malaria outbreaks. 

Major menace 
District Welfare Officer
Ganeswar Bharimal, who
looks after the management
of these schools, admitted
that malaria was a major
menace in these remote
schools. “We had sprinkled
the walls of hostels at these
schools with DDT before the

start of monsoon. After the
rain, DDT was sprayed in the
hostels once again. All stu-
dents have also been
provided medicated mos-
quito nets,” he said.

He said around 120 mal-
aria cases among students
were detected in three
schools. As precaution, mo-
bile health units have been
pressed into service in resid-
ential schools for periodic
health check-ups of the stu-
dents. The Auxiliary Nurse
and Midwives attached to
residential schools have

been provided anti-malaria
medicines. Besides this,
areas around school hostels
are also being cleaned up. 

On Wednesday, 37 stu-
dents of Rangaparu residen-
tial school of Tumudibandh
block left their hostel as their
demands, including better
sanitary conditions in and
around the hostel, were not
met. This, according to
them, was a major reason for
the rise in cases of malaria.
Other demands included
provision for a science
teacher and better food.

Malaria cases spike in Odisha 
Most cases of vector-borne diseases at residential schools in Kandhamal district 

Staff Reporter

Berhampur

After the flood, spread of
vector-borne and other dis-
eases looms large in vari-
ous parts of Manipur, par-
ticularly in Imphal Valley
and Churachandpur dis-
trict, a State Health Depart-
ment official said on
Thursday.

The official said, “As of
Thursday morning, 136 in-
dividuals tested positive for
Japanese Encephalitis ( JE),
dengue, swine flu and the
recent scrub typhus.” 

Officials have attributed
contamination of stagnant
water bodies, improper ac-
cess to potable water, and
bites by mosquito and
other insects as the reas-
ons behind the outbreak of
diseases.

Outbreak
of diseases
feared in
Manipur
Press Trust of India

Imphal

Three high school students
from Geku in Upper Siang
district of Arunachal Pra-
desh are feared to have
drowned while bathing in
the Siang on Wednesday.

A group of seven stu-
dents had gone for a bath
in the Siang on Wednesday
and three of them got
swept away by the river, an
official communiqué stated
on Thursday. The remain-
ing students are reportedly
safe. 

Students
washed
away
Press Trust of India

Itanagar

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NOIDA/DELHI THE HINDU 

FRIDAY, JULY 28, 20174
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

WEST

Maharashtra will soon put in
place a policy to ensure
maximum security and
safety at places where taking
a selfie would be hazardous.
The decision comes follow-
ing the death of eight youths
at the Vena reservoir near
Nagpur last month. It is be-
lieved that the 11 people on
the boat came on one side of
the boat to take selfies and
shoot videos, which were
later posted on Facebook. 

Minister for Home Ranjit
Patil informed the Assembly
on Thursday that an integ-
rated policy will soon be cre-
ated with the help of three
departments: Home, Urban
Development and Tourism.
The departments have
already identified 29 selfie
points in the State, which
will be classified as danger-
ous. The 29 spots include six
beaches in Mumbai (Gir-
gaum, Gorai, Versova,
Dadar, Juhu, Aksa). 

All these places will have
additional life guards, high-
quality boats, and equip-
ment. A special police force

will be deployed at the
spots. Mr. Patil also said that
informative literature will be
provided to police officials
and the general public about
the dangers. 

This is not the first time
selfie regulations are being
put in place. The Mumbai

Police had last year identi-
fied 16 spots as dangerous
mostly near beaches and
forts. The move was in re-
sponse to the drowning of
three girls while clicking
selfies at Bandra. 

The police then put up
banners at the spots warn-

ing tourists. The BMC too got
involved and had posted
more lifeguards. The spots
are in Bandra, Mahim, Juhu,
Colaba, Marine Drive, Sion,
Worli and Gorai. The police
had then declared that the
spots are banned for taking
selfies. 

Govt. to put in sel�e policy 
to secure dangerous spots
29 locations, including six beaches in Mumbai, identi�ed: Minister

Watch out: People take a sel�e at the sel�e point near the CST. * FARIHA FAROOQUI

Special correspondent

Mumbai

Grounded: Aircraft stand in the water-logged Sardar Patel International Airport in Ahmadebad on Thursday. * PTI
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Hydro plane

The Ghatkopar building col-
lapse has brought the iconic
wadas into sharp focus with
the Pune Municipal Corpor-
ation (PMC) planning to re-
develop 800 such tradi-
tional dwellings, some
dating back to late 18th cen-
tury. The buildings are
crowded in the by-lanes of
Kasba Peth, Tilak Road,
Vishrambaug, Nana Peth,
Narayan Peth and Budhwar
Peth.

Officials said around 220
structures have been identi-
fied to be critical, and evac-
uation notices have been
served on 105. “Many occu-

pants complain of the prob-
lems with alternative ar-
rangements, and hence do
not want to let go of their
property. The PMC has
asked a private firm to study
and suggest the revamp. We
expect the study in a
month,” said Prashant
Waghmare, city engineer,
PMC. Mr. Waghmare said a
number of families living in
60 of the critical structures
have been evacuated. 

Last year, the civic body,
acting on the State’s direct-
ives, issued certificates of
occupancy to tenants while
assuring them that their
claims would remain intact.
In June last year, the PMC

had served notices on 120
wadas. In 2015, the PMC had
razed 10 of these structures,
while serving over 500 no-
tices for demolition or
repair.

“The danger of collapse is
real during the monsoon, a
time when repair works
cannot be effected. Hence,
besides launching demoli-
tion drives each year, we
(the PMC) issue public no-
tices in newspapers urging
occupants to vacate the
dilapidated structures,” said
Mr. Waghmare, adding that
the civic body could not be
held responsible if the cit-
izens did not heed the
notices.

Evacuation notices served on 105 of 220 critical structures
Shoumojit Banerjee 

Pune

Ghatkopar eye-opener: PMC to
redevelop dilapidated wadas

With the date of by-elec-
tions to the Panaji and Val-
poi Assembly constituen-
cies being announced by
the Election Commission
on Thursday, the model
code of conduct came into
force with immediate effect
in the State.

The date of poll is August
23, while counting of votes
will be held on August 28. 

The date of issue of Gaz-
ette notification is sched-
uled for Saturday. The last
date of nomination is Au-
gust 5. The scrutiny of nom-
ination will be held on Au-
gust 7, while the last date
for withdrawal of candid-
ature is August 9.

Bypoll date
for Panaji,
Valopi out 
Special Correspondent

Panaji

Congress vice president
Rahul Gandhi will be trav-
elling to the Bastar region
of Chhattisgarh on a two-
day visit on July 28.

“The Congress vice pres-
ident will reach Jagdalpur
district headquarters of
Bastar on July 28. He will
spend a night in Jagdalpur
and meet party workers
and leaders from the re-
gion. On July 29, he will ad-
dress a workshop of party
workers. He will also ad-

dress a rally in Jagdalpur
on July 29 before conclud-
ing his trip,” Chhattisgarh
Congress spokesperson
Bhujit Doshi told The

Hindu.
Mr. Gandhi was earlier

slated to address a rally in
Nagarnar of Bastar. How-
ever, the rally’s venue was
reportedly changed due to
security reasons. 

The Congress vice pres-
ident’s visit to this restive
region will have the secur-
ity agencies on their toes as
it is happening during the

Martyrs’ week celebrated
by the Maoists’ between
July 28 and August 4.

However, Bastar range
Inspector General of Police
Vivekananda Sinha said
foolproof security arrange-
ments have been made for
the visit. “There is no
change in his venue. We
have made the security ar-
rangements as per the
schedule given (by the
Congress). Four-tier secur-
ity has been made for Mr.
Gandhi’s visit.” 

The visit assumes signi-

ficance as Chhattisgarh
goes to elections next year.
The ruling BJP has already
got into election mode with
Chief Minister Raman
Singh's state-wide tours
and BJP national president
Amit Shah’s recent three-
day trip to the State.

This is the first visit to
Bastar by any senior Con-
gress leader after the
party’s senior leaders, in-
cluding former minister
V.C. Shukla, were killed by
Maoists in 2013, 40 kilo-
metres from Jagdalpur.

Staff Reporter

Nagpur

Rahul Gandhi to visit Bastar this weekend
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Godman innocent, Kerala
woman says now
KOCHI

The woman, who allegedly

chopped off the genitals of

godman Gangeshananda,

informed the Kerala High

Court on Thursday that he

was innocent and had not

sexually abused her. In an

affidavit, she said the police

had forced her to make

statements contrary to the

facts. 

After the film industry, the
Telangana excise depart-
ment has turned its attention
to IT companies and private
education institutions,
names of employees and stu-
dents of which figured in the
drugs case. 

The department has
served notice on 13 IT com-
panies and 25 schools and an
equal number of colleges
which figured in the list. “We
will call them for question-
ing once the officials gather
sufficient proof,” Excise Min-
ister T. Padma Rao Goud
said. 

‘Tollywood not targeted’
He refuted the claims of a
section of the film industry
that the government was tar-
geting Tollywood and spar-
ing others. “The government
is helping the film industry,

not targeting it. The ongoing
investigation is being done
on the basis of proof
gathered by the depart-
ment,” he said. 

The Minister asserted that

the government was firm on
rooting out the menace from
Hyderabad. If necessary, it
would consider setting up an
exclusive wing to tackle the
issue. 

The special task force of
the excise department was
keeping tabs on the move-
ment of drugs, he said. 

Mumaith questioned
Taking one-day off from the
Big Boss Telugu reality show,
actor Mumaith Khan ap-
peared before the investigat-
ors in the drugs case on
Thursday. She was among
the 12 film industry persons
who were served summons
by the SIT for examination in
the case. Ms. Khan was the
eighth person to be ques-
tioned by the SIT sleuths so
far. The interrogation was
held for nearly seven hours.

The SIT will interrogate
Ravi Shankar Raju Bhu-
pathiraju, popularly known
as Ravi Teja, on Friday. His
brother Bharath, who died
in a road accident in the city
recently, was arrested in a
drugs case a few years ago.

Drugs case: focus turns to IT
companies, education institutes
Notice served on 13 �rms, 50 schools and colleges: Telangana Excise Minister

Prompt appearance: Mumaith Khan at the SIT’s o�ce in
Hyderabad on Thursday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

The Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision on Wed-
nesday night to postpone
the publication of results
for the first round of med-
ical and dental seats has
had a domino effect on stu-
dents aspiring for seats in
other streams. The
Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has now
decided to postpone the
second extended round for
admissions into engineer-
ing, architecture, farm sci-
ence, AYUSH and other
courses. 

As per the revised
schedule announced on
Thursday, the allotment of
results for the second ex-
tended round will be pub-
lished on July 30, and can-
didates can pay their fees
on July 31 or August 1. 

The last date to com-
plete admissions for engin-
eering courses as per the
Supreme Court deadline is
July 30. 

Medical seat
results
postponed
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

The 12-year-old rape victim
of Kerala will give birth to
her baby as the High Court
has denied her permission,
on health grounds, to ter-
minate her pregnancy.

The court decided not to
permit the termination after
considering a report from a
team of medical experts of
the Government Medical
College, Alappuzha.

A Division Bench, headed
by the Chief Justice of Ker-
ala, held that the State shall
be responsible for the wel-
fare of the girl and her child.

Impregnated by brother
A medical examination of
the victim, who was impreg-
nated by her own brother,
also a minor, found that the
foetus was 28 weeks old.
The medical board was of
the view that the “termina-
tion of pregnancy at this
stage would be more haz-

ardous than going through a
term delivery. Apprehen-
sion has also been raised
that if there is forced med-
ical termination of preg-
nancy, the girl may suffer
permanent damage affect-
ing her future life,” the
Bench noted in its
judgment.

‘State’s obligation’
On the issue of welfare of
the girl and the child to be
born, the court held that “it
would be the obligation of
the State to ensure that the
child and the mother, who
herself is a child, are suffi-
ciently provided for and
looked after, which shall in-
clude educating the mother
child so as to enable her to
get employment.”

The court directed the
Child Welfare Committee,
Kakkanad, Kochi, which is
in charge of the pregnant
girl, to take necessary steps
to ensure her welfare.

HC ‘no’ to termination of
rape victim’s pregnancy

State to take care of 12-year-old & child

K.S. Sudhi

KOCHI

N. Dharam Singh, former
Karnataka Chief Minister,
passed away at a private
hospital here on Thursday
morning following a massive
cardiac arrest. He was 80.

He was the 17th Chief
Minister of the State. Mr.
Singh headed the Congress-
Janata Dal (Secular) coali-
tion government from May
2004 to February 2006. 

In a statement, Ramaiah
Memorial Hospital, where
Mr. Singh was treated, said
he was brought to the de-
partment of emergency
medicine in an unrespons-
ive state around 10.30 a.m.
He did not respond to treat-
ment and was declared

dead at 11.30 a.m. Mr. Singh
is survived by wife and three
children. His two sons are
members of the State
legislature.

Born on December 25,
1936, at Nelogi village in the
Jewargi taluk of Kalaburagi
district, Mr. Singh was elec-
ted to the Legislative As-
sembly eight times in a row. 

Dharam Singh no more 

Was Karnataka CM from 2004 to 2006 

Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru

Dharam Singh

For several years, experts
had surmised that the
archaeological site at
Keezhadi in Sivaganga
district of Tamil Nadu dates
back to the Sangam era. 

Now, carbon dating has
confirmed that two samples
sent from the site are indeed
nearly 2,200 years old. 

The Keezhadi dig that
started in 2013 provides
archaeological evidence of
ancient Tamil life that has so
far been known largely from
texts like Sangam literature. 

While replying to DMK MP
Kanimozhi in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, the

Union Ministry of Culture
informed the Upper House
that the Archaeological
Survey of India had sent two
carbon samples from
Keezhadi for carbon dating
to Beta Analytic Inc.,
Florida, USA. 

“Radio Carbon dating
suggests that the samples go
back to 2,160+30 years and
2,200+30 years,” stated the
Ministry.

Archaeologists found
deposits up to 4.5 metres
deep and the samples (of
carbon elements) sent for
carbon dating were from the
middle part – i.e. 2 metres,
says ASI’s Superintending
Archaeologist K. Amarnath

Ramakrishna in Guwahati
who led the excavations in
Keezhadi earlier. 

“We can now say for sure
that the samples were from
3rd century BC,” says Mr.
Ramakrishna. 

Major find 
Unlike many other
archaeological sites
excavated in Tamil Nadu,
Keezhadi is a major
habitation site. 

“The last time habitation
sites were excavated in Tamil
Nadu was at Arikamedu. We
zeroed in on Keezhadi after
studying both banks of
Vaigai river through its entire
stretch from Western Ghats

till the point it reaches the
Bay of Bengal,” he says.

A total of 72 potsherds
with Tamil Brahmi script
were found at Keezhadi
which had several Tamil
names.

“Iyanan, Uthiran,
Vendhan, Santhanavathi and
Saathan were some of the
Tamil names found,” he
says. When asked whether
the Archaeological Survey of
India was planning to set up
any museum at Keezhadi,
Superintending
Archaeologist of Chennai
Circle A.M.V. Subramanyam
said such policy decisions
have to be taken at New
Delhi. 
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Carbon dating con�rms T.N. site is from Sangam era
Samples sent from archaeological excavations at Keezhadi have been identi�ed as nearly 2,200 years old

Dennis S. Jesudasan

Chennai

A.P. appoints Sindhu 
as Deputy Collector
AMARAVATI

Ace shuttler and Rio

Olympics silver medallist P.V.

Sindhu was appointed as

Deputy Collector, a group-1

service post in the A.P.

government. Chief Minister

N. Chandrababu Naidu

handed over the order to Ms.

Sindhu on Thursday. PTI

IN BRIEF
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U.P. to recruit doctors via
walk-in interviews
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh

government will conduct

walk-in interviews, apart

from its regular recruitment

process, to fill the shortage

of general physicians and

specialists in various State-

run hospitals. State Health

Minister Sidhartha Nath

Singh on Thursday informed

the Legislative Council that

there was a shortage of 7,338

doctors in government

hospitals. PTI

IN BRIEF

4 killed, 27 injured in
truck-bus collision 
SITAMARHI

Four persons were killed and

27 others injured on Thursday

when a truck collided head-

on with a bus in Bihar’s

Sitamarhi district, a police

officer said. The accident

happened near Kanti Chowk. 

The victims have been

identified as Mahendra

Paswan (48), Irshad Alam

(42), Amit Kumar Paswan (40)

and Kaushal Kishore (27). PTI 

122 children from Kota, 
Bundi districts rescued 
KOTA

As many as 122 children from

Kota and Bundi districts, who

had gone missing, have been

rescued under an ongoing

special drive, ‘Operation

Muskan-III’, officials have

said. Many of these children

have been reunited with their

families. PTI

Uttarakhand tiger count
goes up to 242 
DEHRADUN

The count of tigers in

Uttarakhand has gone up to

242 with an increase of 63 big

cats this year, Chief Minister

Trivendra Singh Rawat has

said. Also 11 cubs were found

in the two tiger reserves, he

had said on Wednesday

releasing the latest figures

for the year 2016-17. PTI

Thousands of Siksha Mitras

(contractual teachers) in
Bareilly, Meerut, Buland-
shahr, Baghpat, Bijnore,
Shamli, Saharanpur, Muzaf-
farnagr, Hapur, Moradabad,
Mathura and Kanpur boycot-
ted work and took to the
streets to protest against the
Supreme Court order that ef-
fectively cancelled their reg-
ularisation and made it con-
tingent on their clearing the
Teachers’ Eligibility Test
(TET).

Uttar Pradesh has over
1.73 lakh Siksha Mitras who
teach in primary schools.
Their jobs were regularised
by the State government in
2014 and they became assist-
ant teachers on the payroll of
the government. But on
Wednesday, the Supreme
Court quashed their appoint-

ment and declared that their
contractual positions would
not be converted into gov-
ernment jobs unless they
clear TET.

UP is looking at a pro-
longed teaching crisis as
primary schools remained
closed on Wednesday due to
the absence of teachers.

Senior officials of the basic
education department told
The Hindu that hundreds of
schools across the State are
manned only by the contrac-
tual teachers.

Violent protests were re-
ported from Etawah, Agra,
Meerut, Mainpuri, Far-
rukhabad, Bareilly and

Bijnore. Police fired water
cannons and tear gas shells
on protesting teachers in
Gorakhpur, the home town
of Chief Minister Adityanath,
when they marched to the
Gorakhnath temple to sub-
mit a memorandum. In
Varanasi, the Parliamentary
constituency of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, teachers
blocked the main road when
the police prevented them
from organising a march.

Conversion threat

In Muzaffarnagar, hundreds
of protesting teachers
threatened to convert to Is-
lam if the State government
did not take steps to counter
the SC order. The Minister
for State for Basic Education
in the Adityanath govern-
ment Anupama Jaiswal said
that the State government
sympathised with the agitat-
ing teachers but had “no op-

tion but to implement the
apex court order”. 

Saurabh Chaudhry, the
west UP coordinator of
Adarsh Samayojit Shikshak
Sangh, told The Hindu that
the agitation would not stop
until the government re-
solves the crisis. He said the
SC order was like a “death
warrant” for the 1.73 lakh
contractual teachers.

“In 1999, as part of the
Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, we
were appointed as Siksha

Mitras by the BSP govern-
ment to create educational
awareness among people liv-
ing in rural areas. We taught
students on a salary as low as
₹3,500 per month. It was
only in 2012 that our salaries
were brought on a par with
that of normal teachers, to
₹30,000, when the Akhilesh
initiated the process of our
regularisation,” Mr. Chaud-
hary said.

Contractual teachers protest SC order
Apex court had ruled that only those who clear Teachers’ Eligibility Test in UP could be regularised

Up in arms: Shiksha Mitras holding a protest in Meerut on
Thursday. * PTI

Staff Reporter 

Meerut

The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday granted bail to
Sharmista Chowdhury and
Pradeep Singh Thakur, both
associated with Communist
Party of India (Marxist Len-
inist) Red Star who were ar-
rested in connection with
the agitation at Bhangar in
West Bengal’s North 24 Par-
ganas district.

Both of them were
charged under sections of
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.

Personal bond 

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
granted bail to both the ac-
cused on a personal bond of
₹50,000 and directed the ac-

cused not to enter Bhangar,
Kasipur and Rajarhat areas,
which was on the boil earlier
this year following an agita-
tion over land grabbing by a
power plant.

While Ms Choudhury was
arrested on January 25, Mr
Thakur was arrested on
March 15.

Role of court

Justice Bagchi raised ques-
tions over the role of the
Baruipur Sub-divisional
court, which is hearing the
case.

During the agitation at
Bhangar earlier this year, the
West Bengal police arrested
11 persons, including Ms.
Choudhury and Mr Thakur .

The remaining nine are

locals, including a student
set to appear for higher sec-
ondary examinations this
year.

Last week a court had
granted bail to CPI-ML [Red
Star] Central Committee
member Sankar Das and a
leader of Mazdoor Kisan Par-
ishad, Kushal Debnath. They
were arrested in March last
year.

On the boil 

Bhangar was on the boil in
January-February 2017 when
villagers started an agitation
against setting up a power
grid in the area. The situ-
ation flared up on January 18
when two persons were shot
dead during a clash between
the agitators and the police.

Two accused in Bhangar
agitation granted bail
Barred from entering violence-hit areas in North 24 Parganas

Special Correspondent 

Kolkata A group of Oriental white
ibis birds have nested at Be-
guniapada in Ganjam dis-
trict of Odisha.

According to ornitholo-
gist Dr Gohar Abedin, this
indicates that these birds
feel secure at Beguniapada
and that the environment
was conducive for breeding.

Usually Oriental white
ibis are seen in large num-
ber in the Chilika lake dur-
ing winter months.

Locals of Beguniapada
said since the past few years
they were finding Oriental
white ibis in their agricul-
tural fields during rainy
season.

These birds had started
building nests on a few

coconut trees. This year
these birds have built nests
on trees with a large canopy
and on coconut trees at Ku-
muti Sahi, Garda Sahi and
Paika Sahi areas.

“Ample availability of
food material for these birds
in Beguniapada is also one
of the major reasons behind
their nesting,” said Dr
Abedin.

Oriental white ibis
nesting in Ganjam

Environment conducive for breeding

Staff Reporter 

Berhampur

An Oriental white Ibis
nesting in Ganjam on
Thursday. * LINGARAJ PANDA

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isol-
ated places over east Rajasthan, west Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, west Rajasthan, east Madhya Pradesh, Saur-
ashtra & Kutch, central Maharashtra and Konkan & Goa

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............6.2.... 34.0.... 25.5 Kozhikode .............3.4.... 33.6.... 25.8

Ahmedabad......179.6.... 26.2.... 23.4 Kurnool .................0.7.... 36.3.... 25.8

Aizawl ..................15.... 29.6.... 13.4 Lucknow................1.2.... 31.8.... 26.2

Allahabad ..........12.2.... 28.7.... 26.7 Madurai................... —.... 41.6.... 27.2

Bengaluru .............. —.... 31.1.... 20.5 Mangaluru.............2.1.... 30.6.... 24.5

Bhopal....................3.... 29.5.... 22.4 Mumbai.................4.1.... 30.1.... 25.9

Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 33.2.... 25.8 Mysuru..................1.8.... 29.3.... 19.1

Chandigarh ............ —.... 35.5.... 27.9 New Delhi ............... —.... 35.4.... 28.6

Chennai ...............3.3.... 36.1.... 26.5 Patna ...................... —.... 33.0.... 25.8

Coimbatore............ —.... 37.5.... 23.4 Port Blair ..............5.2.... 29.9.... 22.7

Dehradun.............0.3.... 30.1.... 23.4 Puducherry.............. —.... 39.0.... 26.4

Gangtok................12.... 22.7.... 17.4 Pune ........................4.... 28.1.... 21.6

Goa .....................5.8.... 31.4.... 25.3 Raipur ...................1.7.... 29.0.... 24.1

Guwahati ...........20.8.... 35.1.... 26.2 Ranchi....................24.... 23.6.... 20.3

Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 21.0 Shillong................... —.... 23.7.... 15.3

Hyderabad ............. —.... 32.2.... 23.7 Shimla.................25.7.... 22.6.... 16.1

Imphal.................0.4.... 31.8.... 22.8 Srinagar .................. —.... 31.7.... 20.2

Jaipur .................... —.... 33.7.... 24.4 Trivandrum ............. —.... 32.7.... 25.2

Kochi...................5.6.... 31.0.... 25.2 Tiruchi .................... —.... 40.1.... 28.0

Kohima..............18.4.... 25.4.... 19.0 Vijayawada .............. —.... 35.8.... 26.8

Kolkata.................19.... 32.5.... 25.7 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 32.7.... 27.8

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Mandi
Gobingarh, Punjab
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score
of 379
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Varanasi,
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 28 

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...50 ..59 ....... —......97 ......*

Chennai....................6 ...16 ..35 .... 119 .......— ......*

Delhi......................23 ...54 ..44 ...... 59......57 ......*

Hyderabad .............49 ...25 ....7 ...... 48......84 ......*

Kolkata ..................12 ...70 ..42 ....... —......36 ......*

Lucknow ..................9 ...45 ..37 ...... 29 .......— ......*

Mumbai ...................7 ...21 ..59 ...... 23......50 ......*

Pune ......................22 ...31 ..78 ...... 22......36 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....22 ...12 ..42 ...... 66....110 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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Gujarat continues to be
battered by heavy rains caus-
ing floods. On Thursday,
Ahmedabad received 200
mm of rainfall, flooding ma-
jor parts of the city. The
Centre has rushed three
more teams of the National
Disaster Response Force to
the State.

The toll in Banaskantha
has reached 46 while in Pa-
tan district, five persons
were washed away in the
floods. The total toll has
reached 150 in the State
since June 1.

“More than 10,000 people
were relocated from vulner-
able areas as a precautionary
measure as torrential rain
continues in the State,” said a
senior government official,
adding that more than 1,000
people were rescued by vari-
ous agencies. 

‘Grim situation’

“Situation continues to be
grim because of constant
rainfall. After north Gujarat
and Saurashtra, the rain is
now spreading to central and
south Gujarat, causing floods
there,” the official added.

Portions of at least 20
buildings collapsed due to

heavy rains and water-log-
ging. Three persons were in-
jured when a building
crumbled in the Gaekwad
Haveli locality in the early
hours, Ahmedabad Chief
Fire Officer M. Dastoor said.

“Three persons were in-
jured when a building col-
lapsed in the city. Parts of
nearly 20 buildings col-
lapsed since midnight, while
64 trees have been uprooted.

Eleven instances of fire were
reported due to short-cir-
cuits,” he said. 

The government authorit-
ies have ordered all schools
and colleges to remain
closed in the affected areas.
Examinations have also been
postponed.

As on Thursday, more
than 300 roads were closed
and hundreds of villages sub-
merged in darkness due to

power outage as floods have
damaged the power distribu-
tion infrastructure.

Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani visited the affected
areas in Ahmedabad and
conducted inspection of res-
cue works. The administra-
tion has warned people
against venturing out. The
Ahmadabad Municipal Cor-
poration issued a warning of
heavy rains on Friday and

asked people to stay indoors.
According to Deputy Chief

Minister Nitin Patel, 18 teams
of the NDRF, six teams of the
BSF, six columns of the
Army, two teams of the Navy
and over a dozen helicopters
of the Air Force were in-
volved in the rescue work
across the State, mainly in
the two worst affected dis-
tricts of Patan and
Banaskantha. 

The Ahmedabad airport
runway was partly flooded
due to heavy rains, though it
did not affect the air traffic,
its director Manoj Gangal
said. Apart from
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar
and Kheda also received
heavy rainfall in the last 24
hours, affecting thousands of
people who had to be relo-
cated to safer areas.

(With inputs from PTI)

Rain pounds Gujarat, throws life out of gear
Ahmedabad receives 200 mm of
rainfall; schools, colleges closed

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Over 600 dead 
so far, says Centre
NEW DELHI

Minister of State for Home

A�airs Kiren Rijiju on

Thursday said the �oods had

claimed over 600 lives across

the country. During a calling-

attention discussion on �ood

situation in various part of

the country, particularly in

Assam, the Minister informed

the Rajya Sabha that 24,811

cattle had perished; 63,215

houses or huts were

damaged; and about 2.8 lakh

hectares of crop area was

reported a�ected.

Many people marooned
in Rajasthan
JAIPUR

The �ood fury continued on

Thursday in southwestern

Rajasthan, where a large

number of people marooned

in the low lying areas and

trapped in the swollen waters

of rivers and ponds were

evacuated. An over�owing

distributary of the Garwalia

dam in Pali district and the

main Panchla dam in Jalore

developed cracks, leading to

�ooding of nearby villages.

Though the rains subsided in

Pali, Sirohi and Jalore

districts, the impact of �oods

was felt across the region. 

Floods in Bengal 
man-made: Mamata 
KOLKATA

The �ood situation in several

districts of south Bengal

remained grim on Thursday,

with those falling in the

lower catchment areas of the

Damodar Valley being

submerged. As many as 11

people have died so far in the

region. West Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee,

who inspected of the

inundated areas in Hooghly

and Howrah during the day,

held the Centre and the

Damodar Valley Corporation

responsible for the “man-

made” �oods in south Bengal

districts.

All three arms of the military
continue will carry out
intense rescue and relief
operations across Gujarat
and Rajasthan.

The Air Force said a large
scale Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster
Relief exercise involving
medium and Chetak
helicopters was going on in
the flood-hit areas of the two
States. In Gujarat’s Deesa
area, the IAF undertook 12
sorties, while two Chetak
helicopters were deployed in
Mehsana and Ahmedabad.

Rescue work
continues 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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This is one kiss which the
recipient could have never
expected. A policeman
who stopped and hauled
up a drunk woman for rash
driving ended up being
hugged and smooched, po-
lice said on Thursday. 

The woman, in her late
30s, was driving her car
while returning from a
party in an allegedly heav-
ily inebriated condition. 

She apparently lost con-
trol at the Chingrihata
crossing on the Eastern
Metropolitan bypass close
to Salt Lake and hit a di-
vider. However, when a
taxi driver tried to rescue
her, the woman thrashed
him. 

Then a constable tried
to bring out the woman
and her two friends from
the car. 

But the woman pulled
him towards her, hugged
him tightly, and started
raining kisses on him. 

The woman has been
booked for rash driving. 

Tipsy woman
kisses police
constable
Indo-asian News Service

Kolkata

Noting that it will not curb
artistic licence to dramatise
historical facts, the Su-
preme Court on Thursday
refused to stay the sched-
uled release of Madhur
Bhandarkar’s film Indu
Sarkar on July 28.

The film portrays the
Emergency days of 1975-77.
It was opposed to by a wo-
man, who claimed to be the
biological daughter of San-
jay Gandhi, former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s
son. “We are not inclined to
curtail rights of artists to
portray or dramatise histor-
ical facts,” a Bench led by
Justice Dipak Misra said.

“National interest and
right to know is more im-
portant than individual’s
reputation,” the Bench,
comprising Justices Amitava
Roy and A.M. Khanwilkar,
added.

The court rejected the
woman’s plea that the

movie is “full of concocted
facts and is totally
derogatory.”

The petitioner, Priya
Singh Paul, had contended
that the movie contained
“derogatory facts” to malign
the image of Indira Gandhi.

The court, however, re-
fused to comment on peti-
tioner’s claim of being the
daughter of Sanjay Gandhi.

The Bombay High Court
on July 24 dismissed her
plea to stay the release of
the film.

The �lm portrays the Emergency days of 1975-77

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In support: A demonstration backing Madhur Bhandarkar’s
�lm Indu Sarkar in New Delhi on Wednesday. * PTI

Indu Sarkar to release today
after SC declines plea to stay it

Committees of social work-
ers, homemakers, retired
persons and other upstand-
ing citizens will form the
vanguard against frivolous
complaints of dowry harass-
ment in their localities. 

They will sift the genuine
cases from the trivial ones.
No suspect shall be arrested
in a dowry case immediately
after a complaint is re-
gistered. 

Police and the courts will
have to wait for the commit-

tee’s inquiry report. The Su-
preme Court on Thursday
ordered the setting up of
‘family welfare committees’
in all districts under the ae-
gis of the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority (NALSA).

Much abuse

A Bench of Justices A.K. Goel
and U.U. Lalit said Section
498A (dowry harassment) of
the IPC had come under
much abuse. Dowry com-
plaints were being filed in
the heat of the moment over
trivial issues.

The three-member family
welfare committees will be
set up by the district legal
services authorities. Mem-
bers can be appointed from
para legal volunteers, social
workers, retired persons,
“wives of working officers”
and other citizens.

Every complaint received
by the police and the Magis-
trate will be passed on to the
local committee, which will
enquire into the genuineness
of the complaint and file a
report with the police official
or Magistrate concerned

within a month. The com-
mittee can directly get in
touch with the parties in-
volved, but the members will
not be called as witnesses in
case there is a trial.

Till the report of the com-
mittee is received, no arrest
should normally be effected,
the court said. 

Trial judges should close
Section 498A cases based on
matrimonial disputes once
parties reached a settlement.
In fact, bail should be given
the same day, the court
directed.

SC for panels to examine dowry cases 
Set up ‘family welfare committees’ in all districts under NALSA, says Bench

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Timely relief: People carry packets of food they received from civil defence volunteers in a �ooded neighbourhood of Ahmedabad
on Thursday. * REUTERS

Face of devastation: A car being pushed on a waterlogged road in Ahmedabad; villagers crossing a �ooded road at Burdwan in Bengal; and a washed away road near Jalore, Rajasthan. * VIJAY SONEJI & PTI

Send Sanjay back to jail if
we erred: Maharashtra 
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government

on Thursday told the Bombay

High Court that it could

direct actor Sanjay Dutt to go

back to jail if it was of the

view that the State had erred

in granting him early

remission. The State

government made this

submission when it was asked

by the court had asked how

Mr. Dutt, 58, was granted

parole and furlough in quick

succession, and within two

months of surrendering to

serve his five year sentence in

the 1993 Mumbai serial blasts

case.

IN BRIEF

No information on visa to
Jadhav’s mother: India 
NEW DELHI

India has no official

information on Pakistan’s

position on providing visa to

Kulbhushan Jadhav’s mother,

the External Affairs Ministry

said on Thursday. There has

been no reply from Pakistan

either to the request handed

over by the High

Commissioner or the letter

written by External Affairs

Minister Sushma Swaraj to her

Pakistani counterpart Sartaj

Aziz for grant of visa to

Jadhav’s mother, Avantika,

Ministry’s spokesperson

Gopal Baglay said. The ICJ

had on May 18 restrained

Pakistan from executing

Jadhav’s death sentence. PTI

A.P. mountaineers scale
Mount Elbrus in Russia 
VIJAYAWADA

It was a moment of pride for

adventure sports enthusiasts,

as two young mountaineers

from Andhra Pradesh created

a record of sorts by scaling

Mount Elbrus in Russia, which

is the highest peak in Europe.

They displayed a 50-ft Indian

tricolour atop the summit at

5,640 metres. The team will

reach Vijayawada on August 1.

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS
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EDITORIAL

N
itish Kumar’s impending split from the Ma-

hagathbandhan, or Grand Alliance, in Bihar had

been the subject of speculation for months so

that when it came, the only surprise was the swiftness

and �nality of the separation from Lalu Prasad’s

Rashtriya Janata Dal — and of his embrace of the Bhar-

atiya Janata Party. The sequence of events suggests that

Mr. Kumar had secured the new alliance and his con-

tinuation as Chief Minister before he resigned. This is

why the pro�ered reason for his resignation — the alleg-

ations of corruption against his Deputy Chief Minister

and Mr. Prasad’s son, Tejashwi Yadav — lacked convic-

tion. Mr. Kumar’s record of shifting fast and loose

between allies is a story of political expediency and it is

not entirely clear what political compulsion or personal

ambition the latest move was born of. If it was naïve to

believe that in 2013 he led the Janata Dal (United) away

from the BJP, with which he led a coalition government

in Bihar, because of a sudden aversion to prime minis-

terial candidate Narendra Modi and communalism,

then it is just as ingenuous to think that his recent move

is a result of a principled �ght against corruption.

Surely, Mr. Kumar knew he had teamed up with a party

led by a man convicted for corruption in the fodder

scam when he joined hands with Mr. Prasad to �ght the

2015 Bihar Assembly election? The record shows that

Mr. Kumar’s rallying cry changes depending on which

political party he chooses to be up against.

As Mr. Kumar inched closer to the BJP, praising de-

monetisation, supporting its presidential candidate

and even colouring a lotus at a public function, the war

on corruption became his overriding theme once

again. While it is likely he will steer the JD(U) on this

political realignment in the days to come, a question

mark remains on how long the new arrangement will

last. In the BJP’s take-no-prisoners project to expand its

electoral footprint, a multi-cornered contest in Bihar,

on the lines of the last Lok Sabha election, could be the

best-case scenario for the party in 2019. Will it have any

use for the JD(U) then? As for Mr. Kumar, he has since

2005 built a constituency made up of vulnerable sub-

sections of the electorate: women and the more back-

ward among the Other Backward Classes, Dalits (Ma-

hadalits), and Muslims (Pasmanda Muslims). These are

voters he has sought to tie in to the development narrat-

ive with his various allies and forge winning coalitions.

Whether this tactic has run its course will be known at

the next election, mid-term or otherwise. The gains to

the JD(U) from the patch-up are not immediately evid-

ent, if indeed Mr. Kumar sees something more durable

than a settling of scores with Mr. Prasad. What is

without doubt is that opposition unity has su�ered a

setback. The Mahagathbandhan was perceived as the

template for taking on the BJP nationally — what’s more,

there were many people who hoped, and once again

naïvely, that Mr. Kumar would be at the heart of it.

The shift in Bihar
As Nitish Kumar switches allies, 

the BJP appears to be the only winner

D
uring the past week, it became evident that U.S.

President Donald Trump takes a dim view of his

Attorney General, Je� Sessions, a man whose ap-

pointment to that key role he fought resolutely for in

the face of serious objections. This is not a clash of egos,

but another instance of Mr. Trump’s disdain for consti-

tutional propriety regarding con�icts of interest and

the murky issue of Russia’s in�uence on the 2016 pres-

idential election. The current episode dates back four

months, to when Mr. Sessions recused himself from the

FBI’s inquiry into whether Moscow had interfered in

the election. Although Mr. Trump at the time dismissed

the notion that such action was called for, Mr. Sessions’s

recusal was consistent with settled norms and with his

own reassurances on Capitol Hill that he would con-

sider being removed from any process where he

thought his “impartiality might reasonably be ques-

tioned”. The President’s anger at the FBI investigation

then swelled, leading to the abrupt �ring of the Bur-

eau’s Director James Comey in May. Mr. Comey had pre-

viously told the House of Representatives’ Intelligence

Committee that the FBI was investigating whether the

Trump campaign coordinated with Russia during the

election. Since July 24, Mr. Trump has stepped up his

public attacks on Mr. Sessions, describing the recusal as

“very unfair”, and suggesting that Mr. Sessions showed

bias in favour of Democratic election rival Hillary Clin-

ton by not probing her emails as he should have.

Observers are not surprised that Mr. Trump, a man of

his own making, has shown himself to be comfortable

with a casual approach toward con�icts of interest. Yet

what they may not have anticipated is the extent to

which his desire to protect the personal interests of his

family and the business interests of the Trump Organiz-

ation could eventually lead to a chasm between the

White House and the Republican Party. After all, many

among the party’s traditional conservatives believe

�rmly in the established traditions of checks and bal-

ances within the government system and would view

the suspected Russian meddling through the lens of

�erce patriotism. The clearest indication that trust is

fraying between the Oval O�ce and Capitol Hill is the

fact that Representatives this week passed a tough sanc-

tions bill with proposed measures targeting Moscow, by

an overwhelming 419-3 vote. This would hamper Mr.

Trump’s strategy of extending the hand of friendship to

Vladimir Putin. Mr. Trump can ill a�ord such a trust de-

�cit, especially when his own o�cials appear to be un-

certain over their boss plans. This would apply, for in-

stance, to Defence Secretary James Mattis, who was on

vacation when Mr. Trump unexpectedly announced a

ban on transgender persons in the military.

A crisis of trust
Trump’s actions are driving a wedge between

his White House and the Republican Party 

T
he o�ce of Pakistan’s Prime
Minister is subject to pulls
and pressures far in excess of

those in other democracies. But
even by these standards, Nawaz
Sharif is under inordinate stress.
He is facing a court case and a
scathing media trial. 

A three-member Bench of the
Supreme Court is yet to give a �nal
verdict regarding his disquali�ca-
tion. The decision will be based on
the report by a Joint Investigation
Team ( JIT) established by the or-
ders of the court to investigate Mr.
Sharif and his family’s assets after
the leak of the Panama Papers re-
lated to holdings in o�shore com-
panies. 

The question now is whether
the Chief Justice will give a verdict
based on the decision of the three
judges or call for a larger Bench.
The judiciary might like to get the
decision popularly accepted by
calling for a larger Bench. It is not
as if all onlookers are convinced
about the judges or the JIT being
bipartisan.

Odds stacked against PM
It is a fact that corruption investiga-
tions are not easy, especially when
the country’s main anti-corruption
institutions, the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) and the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA),
lack forensic investigation expert-
ise. Even in the case of some of the
Sharifs’ assets, the JIT hired the ser-
vices of a foreign company. Not-
withstanding such lacunae, the
highest court was willing to open

up a Pandora’s box of investigating
“a constant murmur nationally as
well internationally about re-
spondent No. 1 (Nawaz Sharif ) in-
dulging in corruption, corrupt
practices and money laundering”.
If proven guilty, Mr. Sharif cannot
hold o�ce as per Article 62 (1) (f ) of
the 1973 Constitution as he would
be declared as not being sadiq
(truthful) and ameen (honest).
Even if the judges feel uncomfort-
able using the JIT report as the
basis of their decision, the axe
could still fall on Mr. Sharif on the
basis of him o�ciating as a director
in a company registered in the UAE
while he was heading the govern-
ment. 

There are today very few people
betting on Mr. Sharif completing
his term, which if he does, he’d be
the �rst Prime Minister to do. But
as far as the popular narrative in
the country goes, Mr. Sharif is
already gone. The working of the
state bureaucracy has already
slowed down in anticipation of
some transition. 

There are even rumours of Mr.
Sharif ’s current Interior Minister,
Chaudhry Nisar, being favoured by
both the Establishment and the
rival Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party as one of the candidates to
replace him while the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz) govern-
ment is allowed to complete the
term. 

In any case, there will be no
hurry to hold the next elections
due to the need for a new delimita-
tion of constituencies based on the
recently held census — senior
judges believe the delimitation
should take place. Meanwhile, Mr.
Sharif ’s future role in politics will
be determined by how far the court
proceedings drag and how it turns
out personally and politically for
him in the months and years to
come. What is certain is that Mr.

Sharif is not inclined to resign, as
was expected of him, but, if it
comes to that, to go down as a polit-
ical martyr — a man politically vic-
timised by non-parliamentary in-
stitutions of the country.

The media campaign aims to
make him bleed politically and in-
crease his losses the longer he
stays. Interestingly, there are
serving state o�cials in numerous
WhatsApp groups who are gently
directing conversations in a certain
direction, or watching while their
partners do the same. It is not that
lack of accountability is not a huge
problem in Pakistan but that ac-
countability has always been used
as a political tool to punish rivals.
Hence, ordinary people forgave Dr.
A.Q. Khan, the architect of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme,
and accept him as a hero despite
his confession on television regard-
ing illegal sale of nuclear techno-
logy because in their eyes he did re-
turn something for all he took.
Also, in the absence of the enact-

ment of a strong law or principle of
the rule of law, even courts are per-
ceived by the man on the street as
either corrupt or highly political.
Moreover, when the law is meant
to selectively conduct accountabil-
ity (excluding the military and the
judiciary), many raised eyebrows
at an earlier judgment in the
Panama Papers case that quoted
Mario Puzo’s The Godfather but no
law.

Post-verdict scenarios
Since the power rests with the
judges, their verdict will in�uence
the short- or longer-term future of
the Sharif family. The real conver-
sation in the drawing rooms these
days is whether it is just Mr. Sharif
who will be disquali�ed or
whether it would extend to his en-
tire family — two sons and a daugh-
ter who are the ones actually
named in the Panama leaks. With
his eyes already on the 2018 elec-
tions, Mr. Sharif would hope that
his daughter and political heir,

Maryam Nawaz, survives this
crisis. If the entire family is disqual-
i�ed, it will certainly send a signal
that things are up for grabs. 

This means that even if the PML
(N) remains, it would be mired in
in�ghting and could be as easily
manipulated as the Pakistan
Muslim League (Quaid-e-Azam)
was. While parts of central and
north Punjab will remain aligned
with Mr. Sharif, there will much
greater activity in south and south-
west Punjab where people will be
in�uenced by, as per local political
lingo, ‘whichever way the strong
wind blows’. This is translated as a
clear indication that the Establish-
ment is not in a party’s favour. 

But the process of shifting gears
will essentially start with electable
candidates moving to another
party or contesting elections as in-
dependent candidates. In urban
centres, the anti-corruption slo-
gan, compounded with the anti-in-
cumbency factor, will play a role.

The case against Mr. Sharif is in-
deed critical as the manner in
which the court proceeds will de-
termine not only his short- to me-
dium-term political moves but also
his long- to longer-term future. If
the judges do not appear bipar-
tisan and use the principle of law
rather than their opinion — a fash-
ion that dates back to Justice
Iftikhar Chaudhry’s days — Mr.
Sharif will be perceived as a victim
rather than a culprit. 

Even his disquali�cation will
then generate the myth that he was
punished for something else rather
than what the court and the JIT
tried him for. This may not save Mr.
Sharif now but will haunt the Es-
tablishment in a few years.

Ayesha Siddiqa is author of ‘Military Inc.
— Inside Pakistan’s Military Economy’,
and research associate at SOAS South Asia
Institute

Country without a PM
Nawaz Sharif is a distracted leader; the Supreme Court’s next step will determine if he’s seen to be victim or culprit

Ayesha Siddiqa
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eaked texts are like leaked
gases — you may never �nd
the one responsible for it, but

the mayhem caused by its release is
hard to contain. Unsurprisingly, all
public discussions on the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) are centred around
leaked documents. As India negoti-
ates the RCEP — a free trade agree-
ment that looks remarkably similar
to the now failed Trans-Paci�c
Partnership (TPP) but for the ab-
sence of the chief protagonist and
dissenter, the United States — Japan
now appears to be playing the role
that the United States is known for:
policing the intellectual property
(IP) regimes of its trading partners.
Unlike the TPP, where India and
China were not parties, the RCEP
will open two of the world’s fastest-
growing economies to new stand-
ards of IP protection with some un-
foreseen consequences.

IP, investment and RCEP
One of the conditions that have
been put forth both in the TPP as
well as the RCEP is the formation of
an Investor State Dispute Settle-
ment mechanism and to include IP
as an investment. Treating IP as an
investment would allow private

companies to raise investment dis-
putes against the host country
whenever they feel that the legal
regime does not favour them.
These disputes could be initiated
by MNCs and especially the phar-
maceutical industries that have un-
til now had their hands tied in front
of the Indian laws and the judi-
ciary. Japan’s insistence on the in-
clusion of this clause comes as no
surprise as it is the third-largest
RCEP investor country. Countries
like India and China, which will be
the destinations for the invest-
ments, should include safeguards
against these measures.

The IP chapter in RCEP is at risk
of including provisions far stricter
than those mandated by the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) and the
Agreement on Trade-Related As-
pects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS). The leaked IP
chapter shows that both Japan and
South Korea are mounting pres-
sure to implement a TRIPS-plus re-
gime in IP. Adhering to TRIPS-plus
standards would be detrimental to
developing countries that have be-
ne�ted from generic competition
and lower-priced medicines
through the use of the �exibilities
in TRIPS such as stricter patentab-
ility criteria and the absence of

data exclusivity provisions. The
few IP reforms discussed in the
RCEP include data exclusivity, pat-
ent term extension, and much
more lenient criteria for
patentability.

This would mean delay in the
entry of generic versions of medi-
cines, extension of patent mono-
poly for a longer time, and exclus-
ivity for drugs that should not be
patented if strict patentability cri-
teria were to be applied. The RCEP
negotiations on these fronts spear-
headed by Japan appear to be an
extension of the arm-twisting that
developing countries like India

have been repeatedly subject to by
the U.S. as re�ected in the most re-
cent Special 301 Report released by
the U.S. Trade Representative.

The strong MNC lobby growing
in Japan, especially on the pharma-
ceutical side, is a reason for its in-
sistence on stricter IP rules. An ex-
ample of this is the drug patented
by Otsuka for the treatment of ex-
tensively drug-resistant tubercu-
losis (TB). 

The company has been stra-
tegically withholding the registra-
tion of the patent in India, thereby
preventing a generic version of the
drug from being manufactured. In
the event that a provision of data
exclusivity is passed, the millions
of TB patients in India would have
to buy the high-priced drugs,
which would have no cheaper gen-
eric alternative.

MFN clause
The WTO has a most-favoured-na-
tion (MFN) clause that obliges the
concessions o�ered to the MFN to
be o�ered to others. In essence, if
India has an agreement with Japan
(through the RCEP), India will be
obliged to o�er the same conces-
sions to the U.S. as well as the other
members of the WTO. The negoti-
ating pattern re�ects the reality of

international law making. It is evid-
ent that developed countries are
using FTAs to expand the existing
standards of IP.

At the 19th round of the RCEP
negotiations currently on in Hy-
derabad, India must resist Japan’s
U.S.-style pressure in this regard.
Developing countries like India
which have taken the leadership in
instituting and using balanced in-
tellectual property protection for
pharmaceuticals should not only
proudly protect their laws in the
RCEP negotiations, they should
also encourage other countries to
adopt and use similar measures
that ensure generic competition.
The international trading system is
not an end in itself and instead of
adopting U.S. style lobbying on be-
half of multinational companies in
the RCEP negotiations, Japan
would do well to recall its interna-
tional commitments on health care
and sustainable development and
support developing countries in
the region in their quest to ensure
sustainable access to a�ordable
medicines.

Feroz Ali is the IPR Chair Professor at IIT
Madras. He is part of a Shuttleworth
Foundation project on access to
medicines.

What’s at stake in Hyderabad
India must counter Japan’s U.S.-style pressure at the RCEP talks and ensure a�ordable generic medicines
Feroz Ali
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Nitish’s ‘ghar wapsi’?
Given the recent overtures
made by Nitish Kumar to the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
the turn of events in Bihar
came as no great surprise.
The resignation and the
swearing-in as Chief
Minister within a span of 14
hours follow a script to
perfection. The plot has left
people wondering how Mr.
Kumar could be so
calculating, opportunistic
and petty. That he could not
think of dissolving the
Assembly and calling fresh
elections re�ects his desire
to stay in power. It is an
irony that Mr. Kumar, who
left the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government
as a mark of protest against
Narendra Modi’s
ascendancy, has now
chosen to put himself at his
mercy, blissfully oblivious
of the “e�ect” of Mr. Modi’s
rise to power, like lynchings
across the country. By
realigning with the NDA, Mr.
Kumar has lent legitimacy
to what is going on in the
name of nationalism and
shown that his commitment
to secularism is a matter of
convenience and not
conviction. His short-

sighted action cannot but be
seen as a betrayal of the
people’s mandate which
was for the
Mahagathbandhan (Grand
Alliance). He could not have
done worse for the cause of
Opposition unity and the
emergence of a secular
alternative to the BJP. 
G. David Milton,

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

■ The resignation of Mr.
Kumar to form a new
government with support of
the BJP is, to say the least, a
highly immoral act. The
people of Bihar in 2015 had
voted an anti-BJP alliance to
power. If Mr. Kumar was
dissatis�ed with the
functioning of his alliance
partners, he should have
gone for a new election in
alliance with the BJP . This
episode brings out the need
for a constitutional
amendment to make fresh
elections mandatory in the
event of such
developments.
S. Venkataraman,

Pune

Privacy as right
The debate on right to
privacy should result in

consensus on data
protection and not
opposition to the use of data
for greater public good
(“Privacy in the public
domain,” July 27). There is
nothing exciting about the
formation of a nine-judge
Bench by the Supreme
Court. This is because right
to privacy has already been
recognised by the Supreme
Court as an o�shoot of
‘right to life and personal
liberty’ (Article 21).
However, we must
remember that no right,
howsoever sacrosanct it
may be, is not absolute. It
has to be regulated for the
larger public good.
In this age of technology-
driven life, data analysis can
serve many purposes like
better targeting of welfare
schemes, transparent and
direct transfer of bene�ts,
monitoring and detection of
crimes, ensuring of tax
compliances, and tracking
of anti-national and terror
activities.
At the same time,
unauthorised and illegal use
of individual data may result
in fraud and loss of privacy
for individuals. Therefore ,
it is high time that the

Central government
constitutes a task force
comprising experts from
the Law and Information
Technology Ministries and
comes out with a
comprehensive data
protection law.
M.K. Bhandari,

Mumbai

■ The article has exposed
the hypocrisy of singling out
the government and its
agencies as arch-violators of
the citizens’ privacy while
turning a blind eye to the
surreptitious and invisible
collection, storage and
unauthorised use of private
data by technology
companies. Strictly
speaking, there isn’t much
of a di�erence between
privacy lost through the
coercive actions of the
government and that
caused by the voluntary
parting of personal
information by netizens. In
fact, the latter is more
insidious because while the
citizens can always haul the
government before the
courts, no such legal
recourse is available against
the American technology
companies if personal

information falls into the
wrong hands. Privacy
activists should be more
worried about the Internet’s
oligopolistic architecture
where the control and
command systems lie in the
hands of a couple of
technology companies.
Sure, users can sign out of
Facebook and Google, but
these companies have
colonised the digital space
to such an extent that
pulling the plug involves the
risk of inviting social
isolation and ostracism. 
V.N. Mukundarajan,

Thiruvananthapuram

Save the wetlands
The heavy �oods of 2015 in
Chennai were a man-made
disaster. Unplanned
urbanisation, coupled with
encroachment of wetlands
in and around the city and
their conversion into sites
for waste disposal,
commercial establishments
and residential
constructions were the
primary reasons for the
�oods. The damage caused
should have been a wake-up
call for the governments at
the State and the Centre but
it is shocking that they are

planning for more disasters
by diverting Ennore
wetlands for industrial
installations (“Time to
change course,” July 27).
Wetlands are of great
ecological and economic
importance. They help to
maintain water at normal
levels in lakes, ponds, rivers
and also act as recharge and
puri�cation aquifers.
Occupation of wetlands
modi�es the course of the
over�owing rivers and
disturbs the ecosystem.
India is a signatory to the
Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International
Importance (1971), whose
mission is the conservation
and wise utilisation of
wetlands through local and
international cooperation.
Governments have to
comply by the convention’s
rules. Construction cannot
be forbidden but proper
planning and mandatory
environmental audit can do
great good good both to the
government and the
wetland ecosystem.
Archana Venkatamadhvaraj,

Thoothukudi
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DATA POINT

A story about outsiders in soci-
ety, a transgender and a rebel
to name just two; a magical es-
cape for a slave; love in the
time of war and migration —
this year’s Man Booker Prize
longlist tells us a lot about the
state of �ction today. Far from
being dead, as had been
claimed in recent times, the
novel appears to be telling new

stories, the novelist reaching out for newer forms to tell them.

Roy, ‘utmost happiness’
If her dazzling début novel, The God of Small Things, won her
the prize in 1997, Arundhati Roy �nds herself on the longlist for
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, her second which appeared
two decades later. A “vast” novel, about the “violent, circling,
driving, ridiculous, insane, unfeasible, public turmoil of a na-
tion”, the story is told through the lives of Anjum, a hijra, and
Tilottama, an English-speaking activist, touching on most of
the political events that have rattled India in the past 20 years,
from the Gujarat riots to terrorism in Kashmir. 

Two other writers from the subcontinent, Mohsin Hamid
for Exit West and Kamila Shamsie for Home Fire, are also
among the 13 writers longlisted for the £50,000 award. Hamid,
whose post 9/11 novel, The Reluctant Fundamentalist, was
shortlisted for the Booker in 2007, has placed his new book in
a world in the throes of an unprecedented refugee crisis. As
two lovers feel they must leave “the death trap of a country”,
they begin to believe “rumours... of doors that could take you
elsewhere”. Shamsie goes back to Antigone to tell a story of
contemporary reality, of two families torn apart by the lack of
trust. 

There are novels on the list which have already won major
awards. Colson Whitehead’s The Underground Railroad, about
the “violence of slavery” and the “drama of escape”, has been
serenaded with the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award for �ction. Accepting his National Book Award, he said:
“We’re happy in here; outside is the blasted hellhole waste-
land of Trumpland.... Be kind to everybody, make art and �ght
the power.” He could be speaking to so many of us, living in
similar wastelands. Irish writer Sebastian Barry’s Days Without
End won the Costa Book of the Year award. It is the story of an
Irishman who �ed Ireland when he was orphaned and fought
in the American civil war, witnessing the “depths and the
heights of humanity”. 

Last year, the prize was won by Paul Beatty for The Sellout,
the �rst American to win after the award was opened up to in-
clude writers from the U.S. in 2014. This year’s list has four
Americans, including heavyweight Paul Auster for 4321.
Among the British writers are two previously nominated ones,
Zadie Smith (Swing Time) and Ali Smith (Autumn). Are these
the novels then with staying power? Lola Young, the chair of
the 2017 judges, says there is a spirit common to all these nov-
els: “Though their subject matter might be turbulent, their
power and range were life-a�rming — a tonic for our times.”
The shortlist of six novels is announced on September 13, the
big prize on October 17.

State of �ction
The Booker Prize longlist may indeed
be ‘the tonic for our times’
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SINGLE FILE

Sudipta Datta
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The NITI Aayog has re-
cently unveiled a grand
plan to effectively privat-
ise district hospitals in

Tier-I and Tier-II towns. It has de-
veloped what it calls a “model con-
cessionaire agreement” for provi-
sion of healthcare services for
cardiac and pulmonary (lung) dis-
eases and cancers. It is proposed
that public facilities in district hos-
pitals would be outsourced to
private providers. They would be
free to charge full treatment costs
from patients not covered by gov-
ernment schemes (such as the
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana)
and the providers would be reim-

bursed by the government for treat-
ing patients referred by the
government

Red-carpet treatment
Private providers will be able to
cherry-pick the most lucrative dis-
tricts where patients have a higher
paying capacity. The scheme also
provides for an escrow account that
would offset the risk to private pro-
viders posed by possible delays in
reimbursement by the government.
Providers would also secure access
to public facilities such as ambu-
lance services, blood banks and
mortuaries. Clearly no effort has
been spared to roll out the red car-

pet and ensure that
private companies are
able to freeload on public
assets.

What are the implica-
tions for accessible health-
care services? First, the
proposal implies that
most patients would have
to pay for care even in public facilit-
ies. The promise that patients
covered by government health in-
surance schemes would access care
free of cost needs to be seen in the
context of recent surveys which
show that just 12-13% of people are
covered by public-funded
insurance.

Second, the proposal is designed
to further worsen inequity in access
to healthcare services. Private pro-
viders will concentrate on better-off

districts, leaving the
poor and remote dis-
tricts for the public sec-
tor to manage. This will
further weaken the abil-
ity of public hospitals to
attract and retain trained
doctors and other health
workers.

Third, the scheme will expose
thousands of patients to unethical
practices by private providers, com-
promises in quality and rationality
of services and additional ‘top-up
services’. A specific section in the
document on ‘risk management’ is
primarily concerned about risks of
private providers, with very little
about robust mechanisms to pro-
tect patients from unethical
practices.

Fourth, outsourcing of hospital

care to private providers inevitably
becomes increasingly unsustain-
able over time as they ratchet up
demands on reimbursements and
fees. The proposal to hive off hos-
pital care to the private sector is jus-
tified by the argument that public
services are not financed ad-
equately and face an acute shortage
of trained human resources.

The simple remedy could be to
significantly enhance investment in
public healthcare services, includ-
ing in the training of health work-
ers. The government’s singular res-
istance to follow such a path is
linked to its ideological moorings,
which find virtue in private enter-
prise and view public services as in-
herently inefficient. This scepticism
regarding public services needs to
be tempered by the experience that

success stories of public health, in
diverse settings such as the U.K.,
France, Cuba, Thailand and Sri
Lanka, are all related to public
systems.

The NITI Aayog’s proposal in-
volves the handing over of public
assets to for-profit companies, and
represents a clear abdication of
duty by the government. The NITI
Aayog describes itself as a ‘think
tank’, unlike the Planning Commis-
sion of yore. 

It is understood that the scheme
will be piloted in a couple of dis-
tricts, presumably in Bharatiya
Janata Party-governed States.
Health care is primarily a State sub-
ject and State governments must
first question the legitimacy of a
supposed think tank to pronounce
public policy.

Public health, private players?
Private providers will be able to cherry-pick the lucrative

districts where patients have a higher paying capacity

Amit Sengupta 

is a trained physician

and Associate Global

Coordinator in the

India chapter of

People’s Health

Movement

LEFT, RIGHT, CENTRE

LEFT

The issue of public-
private partnerships
(PPPs) in health has
been highlighted by
the recent draft NITI

Aayog document about a PPP ar-
rangement for certain non-commu-
nicable diseases (NCD). To infer
from this that the government is
forfeiting its role in public health
care is totally misplaced. The Na-
tional Health Policy (NHP) 2017
clearly prioritises strengthening of
public health systems as a key ap-
proach. However, it also recognises
a critical gap-filling through stra-
tegic purchasing to be directed “to-

wards those areas and those ser-
vices for which currently there are
no providers or few providers”. It
further envisages that “the order of
preference for strategic purchasing
would be public sector hospitals fol-
lowed by not-for-profit private sec-
tor and then commercial private
sector in underserved areas”.

Recent policy decisions and
funding support to States to under-
take universal screening and man-
agement for common NCDs,
provide comprehensive primary
health care through health and
wellness centres, strengthen dis-
trict hospitals (DH) to provide

multi-speciality care, up-
grade DHs to medical col-
leges, and ensure access
to free essential drugs and
diagnostics in government
health facilities indicate
purposive actions to
strengthen public health
systems. For instance, this
year there is a jump from ₹ 445
crore to ₹ 3,300 crore in Central al-
location for upgradation of DHs to
medical colleges in districts without
any medical college.

Reality check
However, we do need to acknow-
ledge a few facts. Despite recent ef-
forts, current capacities in public
facilities to manage disease condi-
tions in cardiology, pulmonology

and oncology are prac-
tically non-existent in
Tier-II and Tier-III towns
in most States, even in
the private sector. It
leads to overcrowding in
tertiary-level facilities in
big cities, compromising
quality of care and lead-

ing to high out-of-pocket
expenditures.

The waiting time in premier pub-
lic institutions like AIIMS, Delhi for
certain procedures can range from
several months to a few years. The
disease burden on account of NCDs
is increasing rapidly. A 2014 study
by Harvard University for the World
Economic Forum shows that India
stands to incur a cost of $2.17 tril-
lion between 2012 and 2030 due to

cardiovascular diseases alone. The
government cannot remain oblivi-
ous to the present need, even while
building capacity of the public
health system.

If successful, the NITI Aayog pro-
posal, developed in broad consulta-
tion with the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, will expand access
to care for key NCDs to such popu-
lations that have not hitherto had
access. While the proposal envis-
ages that care will be provided free
for BPL families and those covered
by government insurance schemes,
the rates will be negotiated at Cent-
ral government health scheme/
State government insurance rates
for others so that even the non-
poor will receive care at a rate
much lower than market rates. This

is a significant improvement over
the status quo. The success of the
initiative would, however, depend
upon the PPP contract design and
institutional capacity to monitor
and manage such contracts so that
public interest is safeguarded.

The PPP document is still at a
draft stage, to be finalised in con-
sultation with all stakeholders in-
cluding State governments. Fur-
ther, States have the liberty to
adopt the PPP or modify the docu-
ment based on their needs and con-
text. It is too early to speculate on
whether such an arrangement will
work or not. However, in the ab-
sence of viable alternatives in the
existing environment, we need to
be open to the potential of such
partnerships to expand access.

Government cannot remain oblivious to present needs

even while building capacity of the public health system

Manoj Jhalani 

is Additional Secretary

and Director, National

Health Mission

RIGHT

The proposal to invite
private sector invest-
ment in district hospit-
als is based on five
premises: district hos-

pitals need upgrading to provide
good-quality secondary care and
some elements of tertiary care to
reduce dependence on and over-
crowding of medical college hospit-
als and corporate hospitals; NCDs
are affecting increasing numbers of
people; most government-run dis-
trict hospitals are presently unable
to provide this care; incentivised
private sector investment and parti-
cipation in care delivery in such

hospitals can fill this gap; and the
proposed PPP model can function
smoothly with shared facilities and
a dual payment system.

The first three premises are un-
contested. The fourth premise is
open to debate on whether higher
levels of private investment should
be the preferred approach to
strengthen district hospitals. PPP
proponents argue that it will take
time, resources and management
skills to reach an acceptable level of
public sector capacity and the
rising tide of NCDs can brook no
delay. 

Is the government seeing the PPP

as temporary gap-filling
during the phase of public
sector capacity build-up?
However, if this model of
‘one hospital, two sys-
tems’ is envisaged as a
permanent feature, the
risks and returns of such
cohabitation require seri-
ous scrutiny. Cannot the financial
support provided to the private sec-
tor be directed to create public sec-
tor capacity?

Gaps in the proposal
In a mixed health system, it could
be efficient to engage the services of
the private sector to supplement
the capacity of the public sector.
However, cost and quality must be
controlled for delivering appropri-

ate and affordable care
with accountability.

Listing of angioplasty
as the only treatment in
the cardiology segment
is an open invitation to
unnecessary procedures.
Coupled with the con-
veyor belt of referrals

from mass screening in primary
health care, this can be a bonanza
for the private sector but can de-
liver inappropriate care. Surpris-
ingly, even the less expensive
thrombolytic treatment for heart at-
tacks is not listed.

It is proposed that the nested
private facility will provide NCD
care to two categories of patients —
those referred and paid for by gov-
ernment schemes and self-referred

patients who will pay from pocket.
In the absence of a minimum num-
ber of beds reserved for the former,
how can we prevent predominant
capture by the latter? How will fin-
ancial protection be provided to the
near-poor who have to self-pay?
Even if package costs for the latter
are transparently displayed, who
will negotiate those costs and pre-
vent add-ons during
hospitalisation?

If private sector participation
were to be via empanelment of in-
dependent private facilities, the
contract can be time-bound, with
provision for early termination or
non-renewal for poor performance.
When the private sector unit is em-
bedded within the district hospital
through investment in infrastruc-

ture and equipment, and is initially
contracted for 30 years, it would be
difficult to dislodge a poorly per-
forming private partner. The scope
for litigation will be high in this
arrangement.

Given the large presence of the
sector, a well-defined role in the
provision of NCD care is welcome
but has to be accommodated within
a well-designed framework of Uni-
versal Health Coverage that integ-
rates pre-paid primary, secondary
and tertiary care through a combin-
ation of tax funding and social in-
surance. The proposed PPP model
will improve access but may not de-
liver appropriate and equitable
care.

The views expressed are personal

The proposed PPP model in district hospitals will

improve access but may not deliver equitable care

K. Srinath Reddy 

is President, Public

Health Foundation of

India (PHFI)

CENTRE

The Chief Minister, Mr. K. Brahmananda Reddi declared in
the State Assembly to-day [ July 27, Hyderabad] that the Gov-
ernment of India was “fully committed” to sanctioning the ul-
timate phase of the Nagarjunasagar Project and said that this
giant project, one of the biggest in the world, could be eco-
nomical only when it was executed in its entirety. Mr. Reddi
was replying to the two-hour debate on the Nagarjunasagar
project. The Chief Minister maintained that there was nothing
like a first or second phase of the project. The whole was an
integrated project and even the “first phase” would take three
more years to complete. He was therefore unable to under-
stand the objections raised by Mysore and Maharashtra. Mr.
Reddi pointed out that the issue could not be taken to the Su-
preme Court. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1967

Andhra holds objections to project untenable
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FROM ARCHIVES

The French feat in beating off German attempts to recapture
the important positions between Reims and Soissons is more
highly appreciated as it becomes clear that the German object
is to bleed the French white. The German offensive strength
in the west has been concentrated in this effort for the past
three months and the only result of a series of sanguinary
battles has been a slight pushing back of the French outposts
here and there at immense cost. Reuter’s Correspondent at
French Headquarters wiring yesterday evening [ July 26] em-
phasises that the Germans are in dead earnest. The great at-
tack on Craonne plateaux from July 19th to 24th was carried
out by two picked Divisions of Guards and Brandenburgers
stiffened by a storming line of Stosstruppen. A temporary suc-
cess was purchased at reckless sacrifices and it was wiped out
by magnificent counter-attacks by a single Touraine Division
that had borne the brunt of a week’s fighting.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1917

The Western Front.

As the debate on whether
or not privacy is a funda-
mental right rages, the
Law Commission has draf-
ted a Bill on the use and
regulation of human DNA
profiling. The 271st report
of the Commission has
prepared the draft Bill
named ‘The DNA Based
Technology (Use and Reg-
ulation) Bill, 2017’ after ex-
amining various judicial
pronouncements and con-
stitutional provisions.

The exercise was initi-
ated by the Commission
after the Department of Bi-
otechnology forwarded its
draft of ‘The Use and Reg-
ulation of DNA based
Technology in Civil and
Criminal Proceedings,
Identification of Missing
Persons and Human Re-
mains Bill, 2016’ in
September last year.

The Commission re-
cords that DNA profiling is
used for disaster victim
identification, investiga-
tion of crimes, identifica-
tion of missing persons
and human remains and

for medical research pur-
poses. It notes that privacy
concerns and the ethics in-
volved in this scientific col-
lection of data are very
serious.

The Commission notes
that the question whether
privacy is an integral part
of the right to personal
liberty is still under con-
sideration of the Supreme
Court. However, it also
makes the point that the
procedure for DNA profil-
ing, if given statutory re-
cognition, should be as
per constitutional
provisions.

Primarily, the Bill
provides for the setting up
of a statutory DNA Profil-
ing Board to spell out pro-
cedures and standards to
establish DNA laborator-
ies. The Commission’s
draft Bill restricts DNA
profiling to the specific
purpose of identification
of a person and not for ex-
tracting other information.

It provides for the cre-
ation of DNA data banks,
at national and regional
levels, which would be re-

sponsible for storing DNA
profiles received from the
accredited laboratories.
They will also be respons-
ible for maintaining cer-
tain indices, like crime
scene index, suspects’ in-
dex, offenders’ index,
missing persons’ index
and unknown deceased
persons’ index. DNA ex-
perts would be notified as
government scientific
experts.

Sharing of DNA profiles
with foreign governments
or other government agen-
cies, organisations or insti-
tutions would only be for
the purpose of this Act or
any of its agencies, includ-
ing identification of miss-
ing persons, disaster vic-
tims, suspects. Any
violation would lead to im-
prisonment, which may
extend up to three years,
and a fine which may ex-
tend up to ₹2 lakh. 

The Bill gives the right
to an undertrial to request
for another DNA test in
case of doubts that his
earlier samples may have
been contaminated.

Regulation of DNA pro�ling

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

ACT ONE

A bill to aid DNA data collection for investigation, research
Krishnadas Rajagopal

Heimat
Sociology

Heimat, a German concept
for “home” or “home-
land”, describes the rela-
tionship of a being to a
place through spatial and
temporal dimensions. His-
torically, it has connoted
the positive aspects of a re-
lationship with one’s
homeland but it was mis-
appropriated by the Nazis
to further their ideology.
Towards the end of the
20th century, there was re-
newed interest in the
concept in Germany but
more as a construct rather
than a place. Some schol-
ars have thought of Heimat
as a practice — a notion
that can be harnessed to
order an entity’s surround-
ings in a meaningful man-
ner, such as to manage the
environment.
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CONCEPTUAL

Exercise your freedom to
exorcise your demons
http://bit.ly/2v0WD3p
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NEWS

FROM PAGE ONE

“I took decision in the in-
terest of Bihar and my com-
mitment is to serve Bihar
and its people...develop-
ment with justice has been
my government’s mantra
and it will continue to be
so,” Mr. Kumar said. He said
when the time would come
“he will explain everything”
(on why he chose to part
ways with the Grand Alli-
ance government).

BJP sources told The
Hindu that other senior
members would be induc-
ted into the new Cabinet
after the government wins
the trust vote on Friday.

Names of leaders Nand
Kishore Yadav, Prem Kumar,
Mangal Pandey, Sanjeev
Chaurasia, Nitin Navin,
Arun Sinha and Bhagirathi
Devi are among those doing

the rounds. Former Chief
Minister and HAM(S) leader
Jitan Ram Manjhi too could
get a ministerial berth in a
bid to address Dalit aspira-
tions. 

According to sources, as
in the previous NDA govern-
ment, 14 Ministers each
from the JD(U) and BJP are
likely to form the Cabinet
with “few alterations”. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted to congratu-
late both Mr. Kumar and Mr.
Sushil Modi. Later, Mr. Ku-
mar and Mr. Modi tweeted
to thank Mr. Modi. “Thanks
for the good wishes... There
will be no compromise on
the issue of corruption. I
trust that with the help of
Centre, development in the
State would get pace,”
tweeted Mr. Kumar. 

Nitish-Sushil Modi
back at the helm 

During the presidential
polls, Mr. Veerendra Kumar
had voted for the Opposi-
tion candidate Meira Kumar
and is well on his way to
joining the ruling LDF in
Kerala. Mr. Kumar re-
portedly told Mr Yadav that
the JD(U) was committing a
“historic blunder” by join-
ing up with the BJP again.

Mr. Yadav had invited
him to his residence in the
evening along with Mr. An-
war. Quite what transpired
at that meeting wasn’t clear
but it was enough for Union
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley to contemplate a late
evening meeting with Mr.
Yadav. Sources say Mr. Ya-
dav’s sulk could be just posi-
tioning for a situational ad-

vantage in the new
coalition. He had been the
NDA convenor earlier, and
critics say he could be
angling for a possible Cab-
inet berth. Keeping Mr.
Sharad Yadav happy is im-
portant as he could be in-
strumental in keeping the
six Yadav and five Muslim
MLAs in the JD(U) in line be-
fore the trust vote on Friday. 

The timing of the split in
the Mahagathbandhan has
however, put a question
mark over the JD(U)’s de-
clared support for Go-
palkrishna Gandhi in the
vice-presidential elections.
Sources in Patna told The
Hindu that a call on this
would be taken only after
the trust vote on Friday.

Rumblings in JD(U)

Stating that the Centre and
State governments together
should take the country in
the path of development,
Mr. Modi congratulated the
Tamil Nadu government for
implementing the centrally
sponsored schemes and tak-
ing the benefits to the
people. He assured that the
Centre would help Tamil
Nadu in its development
programmes.

In his welcome address,
after the inauguration of the
memorial, NDA vice-presid-
ential candidate M. Venkiah
Naidu described both Mr.
Modi and former President
Kalam as ‘karma yogis’ (self-
less workers), committed to
the growth of the country.

Mr. Naidu also hailed late
Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
and said, “God has taken
away the two great souls
from Tamil Nadu — one Ab-
dul Kalam and the other

‘Puratchi Thalaivi’ (revolu-
tionary leader) Jayalalithaa.” 

At the Prime Minister’s
request, the audience gave a
standing ovation to the
more than 450 workers who
worked overtime but never
claimed extra payment to
build the memorial. Mr.
Modi also complimented
the DRDO for building the
memorial within a short
span of time.

Developed India best
tribute to Kalam: PM

With the resignation of the
three legislators, the Con-
gress’s tally in the 182-seat
Assembly has come down to
54, making the Rajya Sabha
elections an important polit-
ical battle before the As-
sembly elections due in
December this year.

Two MLAs of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)
and the lone JD(U) MLA
have supported the nomina-
tion of Mr. Patel, but the exit
of a large number of MLAs
from his own party makes
the battle a tightrope walk
for him.

3 Gujarat Cong. MLAs
quit party, join BJP

“Privacy is non-negotiable,
confidentiality is non-negoti-
able under the Aadhaar Act,”
the Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI), the
nodal agency implementing
the Aadhaar scheme, has
said in the Supreme Court.

Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the UIDAI, made this
emphatic claim on Thursday
when apprehensions were
raised by a nine-judge Bench
that personal data collected
during Aadhaar enrolment
might make its way into the
hands of private players, for
whom such details would
transform into “vital com-
mercial information”.

The court was, in turn, re-
sponding to a submission by

Attorney-General K.K.
Venugopal, appearing for the
Centre, that citizens could
not claim informational pri-
vacy when the state asks for
data for a legitimate purpose
such as Aadhaar. “There is
no denying that it [Aadhaar]
is a social welfare scheme,
but you [the government]
must first concede that the
state is obliged to put a ro-
bust personal data protec-
tion mechanism in place,”
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
said.

“There may be a billion
Aadhaar card holders. I
don’t want the state to pass
on my personal information
to some 2,000 service pro-
viders who will send me
WhatsApp messages offering
cosmetics and air condition-
ers ... That is our area of con-

cern. Personal details turn
into vital commercial in-
formation for service pro-
viders. Have you got a robust
protection mechanism,”
Justice Chandrachud asked.

Fundamental right
Justice S.A. Bobde wondered
whether the Aadhaar Act of
2016 itself had any provi-
sions to protect privacy. Mr.

Venugopal then pointed to
Section 28 of the statute
dealing with “security and
confidentiality of informa-
tion”. It was in the State’s le-
gitimate interest to keep per-
sonal data secure as this
would make Aadhaar accept-
able to one and all, he sub-
mitted. 

“So does this mean you do
recognise privacy as a funda-
mental right?” Justice Bobde
persisted. 

Here, Justice Rohinton F.
Nariman observed that the
government had dedicated
an entire chapter in the 2016
Act to the protection of pri-
vacy and security. “So is this
not a statutory recognition of
privacy as a fundamental
right,” he asked Mr.
Venugopal.

“A law [Aadhaar Act] may

specifically provide for the
protection of privacy be-
cause privacy is not recog-
nised as a fundamental
right,” said Mr. Venugopal,
turning the judge’s question
on its head.

Justice Chandrachud said
informational privacy was
the most “vexed” portion of
the ongoing debate as parts
of personal data were
already in the public do-
main. To this, Mr. Venugopal
said informational privacy
can never be a part of funda-
mental rights. There was no
informational privacy
against compelling state in-
terests and public utility, for
which the state can ask for
fingerprints. But again, indi-
viduals can refuse if the in-
formation sought was totally
irrelevant,” he said.

Privacy built into Aadhaar Act, says UIDAI
It was responding to concerns raised by Supreme Court Bench about personal data landing in the hands of private players

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The counter-insurgency cell
of the J&K police is monitor-
ing the write-ups and the
propaganda material of the
Al-Qaeda that mention Zakir
Musa as the commander of
its new Kashmir group.

A top police officer told
The Hindu that the cell was
keeping a watch on Musa, a
Kashmir-born militant,
whose name first appeared
in an Arabic publication
close to the Al-Qaeda in May.
“We are monitoring the
Musa group’s activity and its
connections across the bor-
ders,” the officer said.

New outfit
The U.K.-based Guardian
newspaper reported that Al-
Qaeda “has formally an-
nounced the establishment
of a new Kashmir-based ter-
ror group Ansar Ghazwat-ul-
Hind headed by Musa. 

The Global Islamic Media
Front, the online propa-
ganda distribution arm of Al-
Qaeda, has also mentioned

Musa’s name. 
On May 13, Musa quit the

Hizbul Mujahideen after the
United Jehad Council took
exception to his statement
threatening to “behead sep-
aratist leaders, especially
those who describe Kashmir

as a mere political issue” and
not a religious war for an Is-
lamic State. Musa hails from
a middle-class family. One of
his brothers is a doctor in
Pulwama. 

Musa joined the militant
ranks during slain com-

mander Burhan Wani’s re-
cruitment drive in 2013-14.

The growing differences
between Musa and the coun-
cil, a conglomerate of milit-
ant outfits operating from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
came to the fore on the first

death anniversary of Wani in
the first week of July. 

In a statement issued in
Srinagar on Thursday, the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) al-
leged that India was trying to
label the legitimate freedom
struggle of Kashmir as terror-
ism by implying the entry of
terror groups such as Al-
Qaeda and IS into the Valley.
“[National Security Adviser]
Ajit Doval is up to this con-
spiracy. We would like to in-
form the masses that the mil-
itant groups, with their
mutual understanding and
unity, are fighting against In-
dian forces. 

“On the other hand,
groups such as Al-Qaeda and
ISIS are being brought up to
label the legitimate freedom
struggle as terrorism. Al-
Qaeda and ISIS thrive on tak-
feer [discord]. All that they
have done has greatly af-
fected Muslims and brought
upon them injustice, brutal-
ity and oppression. This con-
spiracy is far more danger-
ous,” LeT spokesman
Mehmood Shah said.

Zakir Musa heading Al-Qaeda in Kashmir?
Reports say the global terror group has announced the establishment of a Kashmir-based wing

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Family members mourn Tauseef Ahmad, a Hizbul Mujahideen
militant killed in an encounter, in Kashmir on Thursday. Zakir
Musa quit the Hizb in May. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj informed
the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday that she had no
“concrete proof” on
whether the 39 Indians, ab-
ducted in Iraq three years
ago, were “dead or alive.”

The Minister’s response
came amid attacks from the
Opposition that she was
misleading Parliament, ask-
ing her to disclose the
“sources” who had been
telling her that the Indians
were alive. 

Ms. Swaraj retorted that
the sources who gave the
government the confidence
of not abandoning the
search for the abducted In-
dians include a “head of
state and a Foreign Minister
of another country.” 

Ms. Swaraj also said the
Congress was using the is-
sue as a political agenda.

Making a statement in re-
sponse to a Zero Hour men-
tion on the issue raised by
Pratap Singh Bajwa (Con-
gress) on July 19, Ms. Swaraj
vehemently denied that she
had ever misled Parliament
or the country on the fate of
the abducted persons. 

‘Will be a sin’
“In absence of concrete
proof, it is a sin at personal
level and irresponsible act
on the part of the govern-
ment to declare them

dead,” Ms. Swaraj said.
“Why will I mislead? What
will I gain, what will my gov-
ernment gain by mislead-
ing?” Ms. Swaraj asked. 

Escapee’s claim
Mr. Bajwa countered her,
asking what would Harjit
Masih, one of the abducted
Indians who had escaped,
gain by claiming that he had
witnessed the 39 persons
being shot dead.

The Minister said that ac-
cording to Iraqi officials, the
Indians had been shifted to
a prison at Badush, some 30
km from Mosul early in
2016. “That is their last
known location.” 

Why will I mislead
House, asks Minister

Rebuts allegation over Iraq abductions

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj said on
Thursday that denial of se-
curity clearance to a particu-
lar Chinese company which
wanted to invest in India was
not done as a “matter of
policy” and it “cannot de-
termine the relation
between the two countries.”

In the Rajya Sabha, T. Sub-
barami Reddy (Congress)
asked Ms. Swaraj that while
security clearance was
denied to a Chinese com-
pany, it was given to those
from Japan, Korea, Italy and
other countries. Would it not
have an adverse impact on
relations with China, he
asked.

Recently, the Home Min-
istry denied clearance to

China Railway Major Bridge
Engineering Group Ltd.,
which planned to construct
a proposed 22-km sea-link in
Navi Mumbai.

Ms. Swaraj replied that
there was no policy under
which Chinese companies

were denied security per-
mission. She objected to a
member raising the issue of
a particular Chinese com-
pany in the House. She said
Japanese or Korean compan-
ies might have got the clear-
ance as per the existing pro-
cedure. She also said there
was “no quid pro quo with
China” on the issue of suffer-
ings of the Tibetan people
and stapled visas being given
to Arunachal Pradesh resid-
ents by Beijing.

Stapled visas
Responding to supplement-
ary questions on the issue of
stapled visas to Arunachal
residents by China, she said,
“The issue has been raised in
every bilateral meeting at
various levels, be it at my
level or that of the Prime

Minister. The issue has been
raised by us.”

Asked about India’s stand
on Tibet, she said, “We used
to earlier talk of ‘One China’
policy, but we used to say
that Arunachal Pradesh is an
integral part of India. And
when we say that, we want
that China should also recog-
nise this. Our policy has
been made very clear.”

Asked if India remained a
mute spectator towards the
alleged atrocities in Tibet,
she said, “We are not sitting
as a mute spectator.
Whenever there are differ-
ences, we raise them.”

She said the Dalai Lama
wanted to visit Tawang and
“we allowed him to”. This is
not the first time but the fifth
or sixth time that he was vis-
iting that place, she said.

Says denial of security clearance for one company is not a matter of policy

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Sushma Swaraj speaks in
the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday. * PTI/TV GRAB

No ban on Chinese �rms: Sushma

While the standoff with
China continues in Doklam,
the Air Force Station at
Panagarh in Bardhaman dis-
trict of West Bengal has got
its first set of the U.S.-made
C-130J Super Hercules multi-
skilled transport aircraft. 

Two of these aircraft man-
ufactured by Lockheed Mar-
tin have arrived recently,
while the station — named
after Marshal of Air Force Ar-
jan Singh — is awaiting four
more within a month. The
six medium-lift capability
C-130Js will complete the
first squadron of such air-
craft in eastern India. 

Senior Defence Ministry
officials did not want to con-
nect the arrival of the air-
craft with the Doklam stan-
doff, and described it as the
“fruition of an old plan”.

Fuel-efficient 
The giant aircraft are de-
scribed as one of the finest

transport aircraft which can
perform many duties simul-
taneously. The fuel-efficient
aircraft can carry up to 40
tonnes and can move faster
and provide between crew
comfort than the Ilyushin-76
(IL-76), a Russian-made air-
craft the Air Force had been
using for a long time. While
the IL-76 could also carry 40
tonnes, it was a “fuel guzz-

ler”, a senior Army official
said.

The C-130Js will be used
by the Special Forces and a
division of the Mountain
Strike Corps, recently raised
by the Army. 

The Corps has two divi-
sions, instead of the usual
three, with a strength of
80,000 personnel. One of
the divisions will be sta-

tioned at Panagarh once it is
fully raised. The first squad-
ron of C-130Js was stationed
at the Hindon airbase in
Ghaziabad and performed
its first landing exercise in
2013 at the Daulat Beg Oldi
military base in Ladakh, ad-
jacent to the Chinese border.

‘Fruition of old plan’
“When the first batch of six
C-130Js came to the country,
it was envisaged that a
second squadron would also
come. This is the fruition of
an old plan,” a senior De-
fence Ministry official said.

The C-130Js can land on
unpaved surfaces, para-drop
special forces, and move
faster fast with equipment
and goods. It can return
quickly to the base to dis-
patch the next team. Its
movement and manoeuv-
rability is perhaps the
reason the U.S. forces used
the transport aircraft extens-
ively in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

C-130J arrive at Bengal IAF station
O�cials say part of plan to form an eastern squadron and not linked to Doklam

Suvojit Bagchi

Kolkata

Air power: A C-130J Super Hercules at the Air Force Station at
Panagarh in Bardhaman district of West Bengal. * FILE PHOTO

The Army on Thursday
killed three infiltrators in
the Gurez sector, 200 km
north of Kashmir, on the
Line of Control in
Bandipora. “The operation
is in progress,” the Army
said. 

Last week, two terrorists
were killed in the sector.
The operation was
conducted by 36 Rashtriya
Rifles. On July 17, security
forces killed three terrorists
in Anantnag district.

(With ANI inputs)

In�ltrators
killed 
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

The BJP-ruled Maharshtra
government has argued be-
fore the Supreme Court
that privacy is not a funda-
mental right but only a
“concept.” 

The State contended that
the Supreme Court cannot
inject privacy into the Con-
stitution as a new right, and
this can only be done
through a constitutional
amendment. Senior advoc-
ate C.A. Sundaram, for the
State, said the Constitution
makers had considered and
rejected the idea of privacy
as a fundamental right. 

Not a right:
Maharashtra

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

Mr. Akbar, responding to a
question regarding China’s
recent denial of visa to a
group of journalists to Tibet
and the remedial measures
being taken to defuse the
Doklam stand-off, said the
two countries had agreed to
work together. 

“[I] want to state one
thing certainly... that when
Prime Minister Modi and
President Xi Jinping met in
Astana, a closer develop-
ment partnership was dis-
cussed and both countries
decided that we will in-
tensify our people-to-people
contacts and do whatever is
necessary to bring both
countries closer.” 

Ms. Swaraj maintained
that despite commitment to
improve bilateral ties, India
had not hesitated to protest

whenever differences arose
with China about issues like
stapled visas for Indian cit-
izens from Arunachal or the
visit of Dalai Lama to
Tawang. She, however,
maintained that India re-
mained open to Chinese
companies. “There is no
policy to deny China [busi-
ness opportunities],” she
said to a question. 

The statement about
closer developmental part-
nership was also reiterated
by MEA spokesperson Gopal
Baglay who described bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries as a “factor of sta-
bility” and reiterated the
June 8 “Astana consensus”
under which both sides had
agreed to resolve bilateral
disputes peacefully through
negotiations.

Doval holds talks with
Chinese counterpart

Pakistan’s former military
dictator General Pervez
Musharraf says he mulled
the use of nuclear weapons
against India amid tensions
following the 2001 terror
attack on the Indian Parlia-
ment, but decided against
doing so out of fear of re-
taliation, according to a
media report.

Mr. Musharraf, 73, also
recalled that he had spent
many sleepless nights ask-
ing himself if he could de-
ploy nuclear weapons, the
Japanese daily Mainichi
Shimbun said.

At the time, neither In-
dia nor Pakistan had nuc-
lear warheads on their mis-
siles, so it would have
taken one to two days to
make them launch-ready,
he said. Asked if he had
ordered that missiles be
equipped with nuclear
warheads, he said: “We
didn’t do that and we don’t
think India also did that,
thank God.” 

Musharraf
mulled using
nuclear arms
Press Trust of India

DUBAI

The Odisha government has
named the Outer Wheeler
Island under Chandabali
tehsil in Bhadrak district as
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Island as
a tribute to the former
President. 

Island named
after Kalam
Special Correspondent

Bhubaneswar

CM
YK

With Iraq promising all
cooperation in tracing the
39 missing Indians in Mosul,
Minister of State for
External Affairs V.K. Singh
will travel to Badush near
Mosul, the External Affairs
Ministry said on Thursday. 

At a meeting with Iraqi
Foreign Minister Ibrahim
al-Jaafari here, Minister
Sushma Swaraj reiterated
the request for tracing the
39 Indians abducted in
Mosul in June 2014 . 

V.K. Singh to
travel to Iraq
Indo-Asian News Service

New Delhi
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The Opposition nominee Go-
palkrishna Gandhi tells The
Hindu that freedom to criti-
cise the government is crucial,
but courtesy in doing so is also
important.

What is your assessment
of the Modi government
after three years of its
coming to power?

■ The Modi government
should not be seen as all anti-
democratic and anti-free-
dom. For, elections have
been held; opportunities
have been given for people to
express their political prefer-
ence against the Modi gov-
ernment. And yet… the dom-
inant spirit in the last three

years is of extreme intoler-
ance to criticism. And the
conveying of the idea that if
you are not supporting the
government, you are betray-
ing the nation has created an
atmosphere of fear. 

I want the Prime Minister
to say — “Do not be afraid of
making criticism. Criticise
me. If I am wrong, I will cor-
rect myself”. Perhaps it will
come, and if it comes, I will
welcome it. I must also say
that because there is fear,
those who want to break out
of the pall of fear tend to go
overboard. Courtesy in polit-
ical criticism is as important
as freedom.

What are your views on
frequent disruptions of

Parliament in the last few
years?

■ These disruptions are com-
pletely out of tune with the
concept of Parliamentary
democracy and legislative
debate. Even under the ut-
most provocation, disruption
and any kind of insult to the
Chair are just not done.

Since it has been much
discussed recently, what
do you think nationalism
should mean in our times?

■ In the decolonised world,
nationalism and patriotism
have historical roots and
they are great phenomena of
which we should be proud.
But hyper-nationalism and

cultural nationalism tend to
be weapons in the hands of
the dominant community. In
the last two years, even in
the last 15 years or so, hyper-
nationalism has been ad-

vanced as a great virtue, and
has either co-opted or per-
suaded simple people, who
are not jingoists, to forget the
appeal of democracy and the
appeal of harmony to be-
come super-nationalists.

In the context of alleged
slogans in JNU and a
Kashmir petition in the
university where you
teach, to what extent do
you think freedom of
expression should be
upheld?

■ It is impossible to pre-
scribe limits. In any case,
who is to prescribe limits?
There has to be an internal
line that anybody draws on
what she or he expresses. I

think we have reached a situ-
ation when the right to ex-
press oneself is being chal-
lenged. And if that is the
case, everybody who cares
for that freedom guaranteed
by our Constitution has to
stand and protest and say —
“Sorry, this is my prerogative
and you cannot take it away
from me.” The question of
limits is also very important
since when a person wants
the freedom of thought and
expression, that person must
regard that freedom as a
priceless possession which if
misused and squandered is
going to lose its credibility.

Do you feel, like some do,
that the rights of Paranjoy
Guha Thakurta as Editor

and has everything to do
with hatred for communities,
majority of them being
Hindus, particularly Hindus
of what are called the lower
castes who are dependent on
cattle trade.

People questioned your
role in the Yakub Memon
incident, saying you tried
to save him.

■ As for the question of
death penalty, most coun-
tries in the world have
moved away from it and In-
dia is also in the process of
moving away from it. The
Law Commission of India un-
der Justice A.P. Shah has it-
self made major recom-
mendations on it. 

of the EPW were curtailed,
leading to his resignation?

■ I should not say much on
the EPW matter as I do not
know most of the details. But
this I would say that editors
of journals are not just em-
ployees. The editor of a
journal is a supremely im-
portant figure whose person-
ality and word has to be seen
as an expression of free
thought; an expression of
fearlessness.

How concerned are you
about cow vigilantism? 

■ I am as concerned as any-
body can be for the reason
that cow vigilantism has
nothing to do with the cow

‘Assert the right to criticise, but do it with courtesy’
The vice-presidential candidate says: ‘...when the right to express oneself is challenged ... everybody who cares for it has to say, “Sorry, you cannot take it away”’

<> The dominant spirit

in the last three

years is of extreme

intolerance to

criticism

INTERVIEW | GOPALKRISHNA GANDHI

Vikas Pathak

Dishonour of people’s
mandate: Mayawati
LUCKNOW

BSP supremo

Mayawati on

Thursday

lashed out at

Bihar CM Nitish

Kumar for

abandoning

the anti-BJP ‘grand alliance’

and forming a government

with the BJP, calling it a

“betrayal of the people of

Bihar”. Ms. Mayawati said the

people of Bihar had voted

against the “Modi wave” and

handed a full majority to

“secular parties”. That

mandate should have been

honoured for its full term of

�ve years, she said here in an

o�cial statement.

Akhilesh lets song speak
about developments
LUCKNOW

Though there

was no o�cial

response from

the Samajwadi

Party, its

president

Akhilesh Yadav

took to Twitter to provide a

hint of his views. He tweeted

two lines from a song of the

1965 Bollywood �lm Jab Jab

Phool Khile: “Na na karke pyar

tumhi se kar baithe. Karna tha

inkar magar ikrar tumhi se kar

baithe. Bihar today.” In the

song, the actors talk about

eventually coming together

as lovers despite their initial

denials and assertions that

they would not fall for each

other.

Will back BJP in both
Houses: JD(U) spokesman
PATNA

The JD(U) on

Thursday said

it would

support the

BJP-led NDA

government in

both Houses of

Parliament, shortly after

Nitish Kumar was sworn in as

Bihar Chief Minister. JD(U)

national spokesperson K.C.

Tyagi hit out at the Congress,

saying it did not have any

credibility and accused it of

not being serious about

�ghting corruption. “It was a

blunder on our part to trust

the Congress, which does not

have any credibility,” Mr.

Tyagi said. PTI

Rahul, Advani get
cosy in Lok Sabha
NEW DELHI

A day after the break-up of

the Mahagathbandhan in

Bihar, Congress

vice-president

Rahul Gandhi

was seen in a

deep

conversation

with senior BJP

leader L.K.

Advani in the Lok Sabha,

although there is no word yet

on the contents of the

conversation. Just before the

House was to assemble at

11.30 a.m. following a brief

adjournment, the Congress

vice-president walked over to

the treasury benches and

spoke to Mr. Advani, who was

sitting in the front row. He

was seen leaning over but did

not sit next to Mr. Advani.

Stung by Nitish Kumar’s “be-
trayal”, Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) chief Lalu Prasad on
Thursday said Mr. Kumar
had not only cheated but
also stabbed the people of
Bihar in the back. 

Mr. Prasad also said the
“script” of Mr. Kumar’s alli-
ance with the BJP was writ-
ten much earlier and the
“match was fixed.” 

RJD workers observed
Thursday as “betrayal day”
and held protests at several
places across the State.

“Nitish Kumar has not
only cheated but stabbed in
the back the people of Bihar
and the mandate given to
him to fight against the BJP
... mid-way he joined hands
with the communal
forces…The match was
fixed,” Mr. Prasad told journ-
alists in Ranchi, where he
had appeared before a spe-
cial CBI court in connection
with a fodder scam case.

‘Part of strategy’
He further said, “It [the
resignation] was all part of
their [Nitish Kumar and the
BJP] strategy to attack me

and my family members on
false corruption charges.” 

The RJD chief also waved
a sheaf of papers and said,
“Nitish Kumar himself is a
murder accused and the
court has taken cognizance
of it.” 

However, senior JD(U)
leaders Rajiv Ranjan Singh
alias Lallan Singh and R.C.P.
Singh later told journalists in
Patna that, “Lalu Prasad has
a habit of twisting facts…the
murder in which Nitish Ku-
mar was named had taken
place when Lalu Prasad was

the Chief Minister in 1991.
After investigation, it was
found that Nitsh Kumar was
innocent and his name was
even omitted from the case.”

Quotes statements
Mr. Prasad said, “It was Nit-
ish Kumar who had said in
the State Assembly that he
would prefer to be destroyed
than join hands with the BJP
again...mitti mein mil jay-
enge, lekin BJP se ab nahi mi-
lenge, said Nitish Kumar and
its in the proceedings of the
House.” 

“I always had supported
Nitish as my younger
brother…but, he turned out
Bhashmasur,” Mr. Prasad
added.

“Tejaswi to ek bahana tha.
Unko BJP ke god mein jana
tha [Tejaswi was just an ex-
cuse, he [Nitish Kumar] had
to return to the BJP’s em-
brace],” he said.

But the people of Bihar
are politically very conscious
and they were watching all
this, the RJD chief said. 

“We’ll also go to them and
apprise them of how Nitish

Kumar has betrayed their
mandate,” he said. 

On the role of the Bihar
Governor in not inviting the
RJD as the largest party with
80 MLAs, to first stake claim
to form the government, Mr.
Prasad said he would appeal
in the Supreme Court against
the decision.

Former Deputy CM Te-
jaswi Yadav tweeted: “I
entered government with a
clean slate with a keen desire
of writing a positive story for
people of Bihar, only to find
an opportunist rival!”

Nitish cheated people of Bihar: Lalu
The script of his return to his former alliance partner was written by BJP much earlier, says RJD chief

Left in the lurch: Lalu Prasad, centre, arrives in Ranchi to
appear in a court in connection with a graft case. * AFP

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s shift from being al-
lied to the RJD to forming a
government with the BJP
was effected in barely 14
hours. The speed of the
transition seems to reflect a
certain inevitability to the
events after investigations
into cases of graft involving
RJD chief Lalu Prasad and
his family.

Untenable alliance
This, however, is not the
whole story. The seeds of
this break-up lie in the
nature of the Mahagath-
bandhan (an unlikely alli-
ance of once bitter rivals)
and the mandate it received
in November 2015, with Mr.
Prasad as the dominant
partner. 

Sources in the JD(U) say
the release of Siwan strong-
man and former MP
Shahabuddin — a member
of the RJD’s National Com-
mittee — was the first step in
a gradual disenchantment.
On the day of his release
after 11 years in jail,
Shahabuddin was wel-
comed, according to one re-
port, by a cavalcade of 1,300
SUVs including RJD workers.
The former MP promptly
declared that for him, Mr.
Kumar was a chief minister
of “circumstance” and his
real leader was Lalu Prasad. 

Mr. Kumar was left red-
faced, his clean image the
subject of much lampooning
by the BJP that alleged his
government had eased the
path to bail for the Siwan
strongman. 

“This also reflected that
the internal contradictions
in Nitish Kumar and Lalu
Prasad’s politics would
plague the Mahagathband-
han. Yadav was intent on
projecting his son, Tejaswi

Yadav as the next generation
leader, while Nitish Kumar
felt hampered by the heavy
presence of Mr. Yadav in ad-
ministrative issues,” said a
source in the JD (U). 

Mr. Kumar started to
champ at the bit, inviting
PM Narendra Modi to Patna
for the Prakash Utsav (the
350th birth anniversary of
Guru Gobind Singh), where
the two showered praise on
each other, while being
watched balefully from
among the audience by Mr.
Prasad. 

Support for note ban
After the BJP’s sweeping vic-
tory in U.P., Mr. Kumar
edged closer to Prime Minis-
ter Modi, though he had left
the NDA after the latter was
declared the BJP’s prime
ministerial candidate. He
supported Mr. Modi on de-
monetisation and snubbed
the opposition grouping he
had helped put together; for
at least two lunches, he pre-
ferred to dine with the PM. 

Then came the enforce-
ment cases against Mr.
Prasad. With precision tim-
ing, Mr. Kumar exited the
Mahagathbandhan em-
brace, to be chief minister
for the sixth time, with a
gameplan for 2019. 

Slow disenchantment
led to drastic change
Deep tensions in Nitish-Lalu politics 

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Back together: Nitish Kumar
and Sushil Kumar Modi at a
ceremony in Patna on
Thursday. * PTI

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) is preparing
to record statements of
accused persons and
witnesses in connection with
the money-laundering probe
initiated earlier this month
on the basis of an FIR
registered by the CBI against

former Railway Minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav, his wife Rabri
Devi, son Tejaswi, and
others. 

In another money-
laundering case involving
shell companies, the ED has
asked Mr. Prasad’s daughter
Misa Bharti and her husband
to submit certain
documents.

ED to record statements

against RJD chief, others
Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
accused Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar of joining
hands with communal forces
for his personal politics. 

“The mandate was given
to Nitishji for an anti-com-
munal fight but now he has
joined hands with them [the
Bharatiya Janata Party] for
his personal politics,” Mr.
Gandhi said.

Mr. Kumar was sworn in
on Thursday morning at the
head of a JD-U-BJP govern-
ment in Patna. 

Mr. Gandhi also said he
had been aware for the last
few months that Mr. Kumar
was hobnobbing with com-
munal forces. 

“We knew three to four
months ago that such plan-

ning was going on. When a
person could go to any ex-
tent to remain in power, it
showed a lack of credibility,”
Mr. Gandhi said. 

Meanwhile, Congress’
chief spokesperson Randeep
Sujewala described Mr. Ku-

mar’s joining of hands with
the BJP to remain in power
as a “a black day” for Indian
democracy.

Pointing out that Mr. Ku-
mar had pledged never to
join hands with the BJP, he
alleged that Mr. Kumar’s

“mask of big talk and self-
professed honesty” stood ex-
posed, with his sole prin-
ciple being “power at any
cost, power at all cost”.

Prime Minister Modi, Mr.
Surjewala recalled, had
questioned Mr. Kumar's

“political DNA” ahead of the
2015 State polls. “It has been
proved today that the polit-
ical DNA of the BJP and the
JD(U) is identical — oppor-
tunism, treachery, hunger
for power and disregard of
people’s mandate,” he said.

Nitish’s move for personal politics, says Rahul 
Smita Gupta

NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi addresses the
media in New Delhi on
Thursday. * R.V. MOORTHY

As Nitish Kumar took the
oath of office barely 14
hours after resigning as Bi-
har Chief Minister, this
time with the BJP’s help, JD
(U) State president
Bashishtha Narayan Singh
dismissed the allegations
of opportunism against
him. 

“Nitish Kumar took this
decision in keeping with
his kind of politics: good
governance and zero toler-
ance of corruption. The
first duty of any political
leader is to make gov-
ernance a priority,” Mr.
Singh said. 

“Those accusing Nitish
of opportunism should in-
stead question the RJD that

put family ties above the
alliance. After all, Nitish
wanted Tejashwi Yadav to
respond to the charges
against him and not to
break the alliance. It was
the RJD that made it a deal-
breaker. The presence of
heavy internal contradic-
tions between the allies
brought on the recent
events,” Mr. Singh said. 

JD(U) leader blames it on RJD 
Special correspondent 

NEW DELHI

The Opposition could have
lost more than a State gov-
ernment on Thursday, with
JD(U) president Nitish Ku-
mar being sworn in as Bihar
Chief Minister, with the BjP
replacing the RJD and the
Congress. It might also
stand considerably
weakened in the Rajya
Sabha, if the JD-U’s nine MPs
in the Upper House take the
logical next step and decide
to henceforth vote with the
ruling party. 

On Thursday evening,
some of these MPs, includ-
ing Anwar Ali and Veer-
endra Kumar, met JD(U)
floor leader Sharad Yadav
on Thursday evening at his
residence to express their

unhappiness with the turn
of events. Veerendra Kumar
had, party sources said, ex-
plained long before this
crisis that since he is from
Kerala, he would have to
vote either with the Con-
gress-led United Democratic
Fund (UDF) or the LDF: he
is with the latter. 

Natural corollary
Mr. Sharad Yadav is learnt to
have said he would consult
other party leaders and
State units before deciding
what stand to take in the Ra-
jya Sabha. Simultaneously,
another senior JD(U) leader
said if the JD(U) had accep-
ted the help of the BJP in Bi-
har, it would be a natural co-
rollary for it to reciprocate
that support in Delhi. 

Opposition may be
weakened in RS
Special correspondent 

NEW DELHI
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Maduro lashes out at

‘insolent’ U.S. sanctions

CARACAS

Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro branded U.S.

sanctions levelled at his

regime on Wednesday as

“insolent”, as pressure piled

up on him abroad and at

home over his controversial

plan to elect a new body to

rewrite the Constitution. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Iran claims successful

rocket test

DUBAI

Iran has successfully tested

the Simorgh (Phoenix) space

launch vehicle that can

deliver satellites weighing up

to 250 kg in an orbit of 500

km, state television reported

on Thursday — an event likely

to raise tensions with the

United States because of its

potential use in a ballistic

missile. REUTERS

For a week, some of Presid-
ent Donald Trump’s top
aides have tried to talk him
down from his public cam-
paign against Attorney-Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions. Not only
was it exposing tensions
within the administration, it
was stirring consternation
with the conservative base
and setting off a major revolt
among Senate Republicans
incensed over the treatment
of a former colleague.

By Wednesday afternoon,
just hours after the Presid-
ent’s latest broadside against
the Attorney-General, sev-
eral officials said they
thought the storm had
passed: Mr. Trump would let
Mr. Sessions stay in office, at
least for now. If he was going
to fire the Attorney-General,
they said, he would have
already done so. 

But his anger was deep,
they added, and nothing was
certain when it came to the

volatile President. Mr.
Trump has not spoken with
Mr. Sessions since the Pres-
ident’s public complaints
began a week ago. 

Among those urging Mr.
Trump to spare Mr. Sessions
have been Reince Priebus,
the White House Chief of
Staff; Stephen K. Bannon,
the President’s chief
strategist; and Donald F.

McGahn II, the White House
counsel, according to offi-
cials who asked not to be
named describing internal
deliberations. Sharing the
President’s frustration have
been people in his family,
some of whom have come
under scrutiny in the Russia
investigation.

For the White House, the
attacks on the Attorney-Gen-

eral have touched off a seri-
ous problem on Capitol Hill.
Senate Republicans, who al-
most never link arms in uni-
son against a President from
their party formed a cordon
around Mr. Sessions, making
it clear they neither con-
curred with nor would toler-
ate Mr. Trump’s repeated
threats to the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s tenure. Senate leaders
made clear they would block
Mr. Trump from replacing
Mr. Sessions if he tried to do
so during the coming recess.

Direct message 
“I would hope the public dis-
cussion of that would end
immediately,” said Sen. Bob
Corker, R-Tennessee, who
said he delivered the mes-
sage directly to the White
House. Those sentiments
were echoed publicly by at
least a dozen Republican
Senators, including their top
two leaders, Mitch McCon-
nell of Kentucky, the major-
ity leader, and John Cornyn
of Texas. Mr. Sessions’ re-

moval, Mr. Cornyn said,
would be “incredibly dis-
ruptive”. The presidential
barrage against Mr. Sessions
“says more about President
Trump than it does Attorney-
General Sessions, and to me,
it’s a sign of great weakness
on the part of President
Trump,” said Sen. Lindsey
Graham. “I hope Jeff Ses-
sions doesn’t give in to this
humiliation campaign.”

The President’s pique at
Mr. Sessions stems from the
Attorney-General’s decision
to step aside from overseeing
the investigation into Rus-
sia’s interference in last
year’s election and any pos-
sible ties to Mr. Trump’s
campaign team because he
had been a top campaign
surrogate and met with the
Russian Ambassador him-
self. After Mr. Sessions’s re-
cusal, his deputy appointed
a special counsel, Robert S.
Mueller III, to lead the invest-
igation. A new Attorney-Gen-
eral could in theory fire Mr.
Mueller. NYT

Trump may let Sessions stay, for now
If President wanted to �re Attorney-General, he would have done so by now, say White House aides 

Divided we stand: Senate Republicans have made it clear they
will not tolerate Donald Trump’s repeated threats to
Attorney-General Je� Sessions’s tenure. * AP

PETER BAKER 

JENNIFER STEINHAUER

WASHINGTON

Clashes erupted between Is-
raeli police and Palestinians
at a sensitive Jerusalem holy
site on Thursday as thou-
sands of Muslim worship-
pers entered it to end a boy-
cott of the compound over
new Israeli security
measures.

An AFP correspondent
witnessed the clashes break
out shortly after the wor-
shippers entered.

The Palestinian Red Cres-
cent reported around 100
people wounded both in-
side the Haram al-Sharif
compound, known to Jews
as the Temple Mount, and in
the immediate area.

Stun grenades used
Outside, clashes erupted
when a group of policemen
walked in the middle of a
crowd. Palestinians threw
plastic bottles and Israeli
forces fired stun grenades.

Israeli police said stones

were thrown at officers in-
side the compound.

“Upon the entry of wor-
shippers into the Temple
Mount compound, some
began throwing stones at of-
ficers, during which some
stones fell into the Western
Wall plaza,” Israeli police
said in a statement, refer-
ring to the Jewish holy site
below the compound. “A
police force at the site
pushed back those disrupt-
ing the orders using riot dis-
persal means. An officer
was hit by a stone on his
head. He was treated at the
site.”

Thousands of worship-
pers earlier streamed into
the compound for after-
noon prayers for the first
time in two weeks. 

Some cried as they
entered while others
shouted “Allahu Akbar [God
is greatest]”. Some brought
their children in what was
initially a celebratory
atmosphere.

Muslims enter holy site
for �rst time in 2 weeks 

100 injured in clashes that followed

Agence France-Presse

Jerusalem

The British government’s in-
sistence that a substantial
number of non-EU students
overstay their visa faced fur-
ther questions on Thursday,
as the statistics regulator
warned that estimates did
not “bear the weight that is
put on it in public debate”. 

The government’s conten-
tion that large numbers of
students overstay their visas
is one of the reasons it has
insisted on keeping students
in the net migration figure
despite pressure from uni-
versities, the House of Lords,
and even some members of
its own Cabinet to remove
them from the figures.

“This estimate should add
clarity on the pattern of stu-
dent migration in the U.K.,
but instead, it creates doubts
by not providing a complete

and coherent picture of
former-student emigration,
since these figures alone do
not provide information on
all the different outcomes for
international students,”
wrote Ed Humpherson, the
director general of regula-
tion at the Office for Statist-
ics Regulation, in a report
published on Thursday,
which called on the Office
for National Statistics (ONS)
to report the data it collected
as “experimental” data. 

“The estimate may not
provide a complete and co-
herent picture of former-stu-
dent emigration,” said the re-
port, which went over
reasons for why the current
method used for gathering
the data could be underes-
timating the number of stu-
dents leaving Britain.

The government had been
relying on International Pas-

senger Survey (IPS) data
gathered at airports and
other departure points,
which is published by the
ONS. Its most recent estim-
ates suggested that as many
as 90,000 non-EU students
could be overstaying their
visa.

“This is a bombshell re-
port… I feel completely vin-
dicated — this is something

I’ve been saying non-stop…
We are not in control of our
borders and rely on the In-
ternational Passengers Sur-
vey, which has a number of
problems with its methodo-
logy, including missing out
on certain flights that stu-
dents may be travelling on,”
said Lord Karan Bilimoria a
cross-bench member of the
House of Lords, who has
long been campaigning on
the issue of international stu-
dents. 

Accurate picture 
Though the government has
introduced some exit
checks, he believes a more
robust system would provide
a far more accurate picture
of those leaving and entering
the country. He believes
these more accurate figures
would be likely to show far
lower levels of overstayers by

the IPS, but it would destroy
the basis for the govern-
ment’s “illogical” immigra-
tion policy. 

Last year, the Times repor-
ted that a government study
that showed just 1,500 indi-
viduals, or 1% of interna-
tional students, overstay
their visa had been buried as
it threatened to “undermine
[Prime Minister] Theresa
May’s case for a crackdown
on foreign student
recruitment.

The number of Indian stu-
dents fell to 16,745 in the
year 2015-16 from 29,900 in
2011-12. While the govern-
ment believes much of this is
a result of the crackdown on
bogus educational establish-
ment, many believe that stu-
dents are put off by a mix of
factors, including the limited
opportunities to work once
the course is over. 

Statistics regulator says govt. estimate doesn’t provide a complete picture of those leaving Britain 

Vidya Ram

London

U.K. student visa breach �gures challenged 

Estimates suggest 90,000
non-EU students could be
overstaying their U.K. visa.

The leader of Japan’s main
Opposition party said on
Thursday that she was step-
ping down, citing her failure
to regain voter support des-
pite a series of scandals buf-
feting the ruling party. 

The announcement by
Democratic Party leader
Renho comes as her party is
spearheading Opposition
questioning of Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe and his Cab-
inet over the scandals. 

Ms. Renho became her
party’s first female leader
and was considered a pos-
sible future Prime Minister,
when the Democrats were
in power from 2009 to 2012.
Since then they have lost sig-
nificant ground in parlia-
mentary and local elections,
including Tokyo city as-
sembly elections earlier this
month. 

Ms. Renho, a former tele-
vision personality who uses
one name and is known for
her sharp tongue, said she
decided to step down after
only 10 months to help re-
unite and strengthen the
party, which was founded in
the 1990s. There was no im-

mediate announcement of
her successor. 

Alleged cover-up
Meanwhile, the popularity
of Mr. Abe’s administration,
which has plunged over re-
cent scandals, suffered an-
other blow as Defence Min-
ister Tomomi Inada, a
protégé of Mr. Abe, is likely
to step down on Friday over
the alleged cover-up of milit-
ary documents from UN
peacekeeping operations.

The Defence Ministry is
accused of hiding parts of a
daily log of activities by Ja-
panese UN peacekeepers in
South Sudan that referred to
dangers faced by the troops,
a sensitive topic. 

Japan’s Opposition
leader Renho quits 
Defence Minister also on her way out

Associated Press

TOKYO

Renho. * AP

Pakistan Chief Justice Mian
Saqib Nisar on Thursday
took suo motu notice of the
rape of a teenage girl in
front of her family on the
orders of the village coun-
cil as a punishment, even
as police arrested 25
people in the case.

The 16-year-old girl was
raped by a man as punish-
ment on July 18 after her
brother was accused of
raping the man’s sister in
Rajpur village in Muzaffara-
bad in Punjab province. 

Justice Nisar has ordered
the Inspector General of
Punjab Police to submit a
report.

Meanwhile, the police
arrested 25 members of the
village council, including
its chief. The panchayat
had ordered Ashfaq to rape
the girl in revenge for the
earlier rape of his sister. 

Punjab Chief Minister
Shahbaz Sharif visited Ra-
jpur village and met both
the victims and assured
that they would get justice.
He sacked all police offi-
cials of the Muzaffarabad
police station for their
“criminal role” in the
incident.

Pak. revenge
rape: court
takes notice
Press Trust of India

Lahore

The fate of Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif is
hanging by a thread as a Su-
preme Court bench will give
its ruling on Friday on cor-
ruption cases against the
Prime Minister and his fam-
ily. A joint investigation
team ( JIT) has submitted its
findings that the Prime Min-
ister and his family used
fake documents to conceal
assets from tax authorities.

The controversy set off last
year after revelations by the
so-called Panama Papers. 

In April, the Supreme
Court ordered to set up the
JIT, after issuing a split ver-
dict on Mr. Sharif. Two of
the five members of the
bench ruled against him. If
the bench rules against Mr.
Sharif on Friday, the Prime
Minister will be disqualified. 

Mr. Sharif ’s children Hus-
sain, Hassan, Maryam
Nawaz; son-in-law Captain

Safdar; and close relative
and Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar also faces allegations. 

The JIT has also recom-
mended registration of at
least 15 criminal cases
against the Sharifs in the Na-
tional Accountability Bur-
eau. Mr. Sharif ’s legal team,
headed by Khawaja Haris, is
expected to raise objections
on the JIT as the government
has termed the findings “a
conspiracy to dislodge the
government”.

Pakistan PM and family face allegations of tax evasion 

MUBASHIR ZAIDI

Karachi 

SC ruling on Sharif today

The United States’ top gen-
eral told the military on
Thursday there had been no
change yet to Pentagon
policy on transgender per-
sonnel, after President Don-
ald Trump’s announcement
of his plans to ban them ap-
peared to catch senior of-
ficers by surprise.

Marine General Joseph
Dunford, chairman of the
military’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff, began his note to ser-
vice chiefs, commanders
and senior enlisted leaders
by acknowledging the un-
certainty that followed Mr.
Trump’s announcement.

“I know there are ques-
tions about yesterday's an-
nouncement on the trans-
gender policy by the

President,” Maj. Gen. Dun-
ford wrote. “There will be
no modifications to the cur-
rent policy until the Presid-
ent's direction has been re-
ceived by the Secretary of
Defence and the Secretary
has issued implementation
guidance,” he said in the
message, first reported by
Reuters.

Maj. Gen. Dunford then
made the assurance that the
U.S. military would “treat all
of our personnel with
respect”.

Mr. Trump issued his sur-
prise announcement on
Wednesday in a series of
Twitter postings.

The tweets stoked alarm
among some senior military
officers and Pentagon civil-
ians, who were caught off
guard by it.

‘No changes yet to
transgender policy’ 
Decision caught Pentagon by surprise

Reuters

Washington
The U.S. Pacific Fleet com-
mander said on Thursday
that he would launch a
nuclear strike against
China next week if Presid-
ent Donald Trump ordered
it, and warned against the
military ever shifting its al-
legiance from its com-
mander in chief. 

Adm. Scott Swift was re-
sponding to a hypothetical
question at an Australian
National University secur-
ity conference following a
major joint U.S.-Australian
military exercise off the
Australian coast. 

“Every member of the
U.S. military has sworn an
oath to defend the Consti-
tution... against all enemies
foreign and domestic and
to obey the officers and the
President,” he said. 

‘Ready to
nuke China
if ordered’ 
Associated Press

Canberra
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1732.00. . . . . . . 25.65

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392.50. . . . . . . . -0.55

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 264.60. . . . . . . . -0.30

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1148.80. . . . . . . 14.80

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 738.75. . . . . . . . -8.95

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 524.65. . . . . . . . -4.20

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2840.30. . . . . . . . -1.05

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 160.95. . . . . . . . -2.40

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416.05. . . . . . -10.20

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23982.60. . . -297.65

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477.20. . . . . . . . . 5.80

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568.70. . . . . . . . -6.75

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.25. . . . . . . . -5.40

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2620.35. . . . . . -87.00

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 29102.25. . . . . . . 99.80

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378.70. . . . . . . . . 3.05

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890.25. . . . . . . . -2.45

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1728.20. . . . . . . 94.75

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1789.65. . . . . . . 42.10

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3703.55. . . . . . -13.90

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221.25. . . . . . . . -0.30

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1171.90. . . . . . . . . 7.35

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1158.85. . . . . . -30.40

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307.20. . . . . . . . -3.15

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1606.70. . . . . . . 26.50

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 411.05. . . . . . . . -2.45

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 971.05. . . . . . -23.00

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 368.90. . . . . . . . -4.75

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288.55. . . . . . . . -5.10

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 998.15. . . . . . . 11.60

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1182.05. . . . . . . . . 1.80

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1110.05. . . . . . -13.55

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1398.20. . . . . . -15.30

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7599.60. . . . . . . 34.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.40. . . . . . . . -0.95

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162.90. . . . . . . . -1.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 216.65. . . . . . . . -0.65

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1594.80. . . . . . -27.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298.35. . . . . . . . . 2.55

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 572.10. . . . . . . . -7.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445.40. . . . . . -11.90

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 262.30. . . . . . . . -8.20

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.00. . . . . . . . -0.55

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 561.25. . . . . . . . -4.50

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2481.70. . . . . . -74.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 377.25. . . . . . -12.10

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4042.95. . . . . . -31.45

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279.90. . . . . . . . -1.05

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.70. . . . . . . . . 0.35

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1785.85. . . . . . . 73.90

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 539.30. . . . . . . . . 8.65

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

July 27 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.30. . . . . (40.60)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,730. . . . . (2,709)

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 27

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.91. . . . . . . 64.23

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 74.81. . . . . . . 75.19

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.96. . . . . . . 84.38

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.38. . . . . . . 57.67

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.48. . . . . . . . . 9.53

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.60. . . . . . . 66.93

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.07. . . . . . . 47.31

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 51.33. . . . . . . 51.59

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.94. . . . . . . 15.02

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

27-07-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,283 ddddddddddddddd0.00

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.11 ddddddddddddddd0.40

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,450 ddddddddddddddd0.78

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 51.23 ddddddddddddddd1.18

Britain and India have the
potential to expand post-
Brexit trade in the auto sec-
tor, the head of the body rep-
resenting British manufac-
turers said, as exports of
U.K.-made cars to India rose
8.3% in the first half of the
year, while those of Indian-
made cars to the U.K. almost
doubled. The 8.3% rise in
sales of U.K. cars was driven
by increased demand for
British-made luxury cars,
while the number of India-
built cars rose by 48.6%.

Mike Hawes, the chief ex-
ecutive of the Society of Mo-
tor Manufacturers and
Traders (SMMT), said that
there were many opportunit-
ies for growth in areas such
as in the development of
autonomous, connected
vehicles, as well as in the In-
dian after-market segment. 

“The U.K. currently has a
negligible part of that market
in India, but we have a lot of

expertise and there are a lot
of products that could be de-
veloped,” he said in an inter-
view to this paper in Lon-
don. 

“We want to develop
those relations, but obvi-
ously it had to be mutual.”
However, he added that the
prospect of increasing sales
of British-made luxury cars,
for which there was great de-
mand in India, remained

limited with high tariff re-
gimes still in place and ex-
pressed reservations about
the potential for changing
this. “One would hope so but
history would suggest its go-
ing to be incredibly difficult,”
he said.

His comments came as
the SMMT said U.K. car pro-
duction fell 2.9% in the first
half of 2017, as demand in
Britain declined, which it at-

tributed to the current un-
certainty around the Brexit
negotiations. The industry is
also lowering its ambition of
producing 2 million cars a
year by 2020. 

“The U.K. automotive in-
dustry is in particularly chal-
lenging times in terms of
production, new cars sales
and level of investment,”
said Mr. Hawes. 

Interim arrangements
The SMMT has been pushing
for interim arrangements
that maintain access to the
single market and customs
union to avoid a cliff-edge
situation. 

“We are totally integrated
with the European automot-
ive industry — the future re-
lationship we have is funda-
mental to our continued
success. We need to main-
tain the barrier free trade
that we currently enjoy,” he
said, adding that reverting to
WTO termswould be disrupt-
ive to the supply chain.

‘Good prospects for India-U.K. auto trade’
High tari� regime retarding sales of British luxury cars in India, says SMMT chief 

Vidya Ram

London

Hot wheels: Exports of India-built cars to the U.K. almost
doubled in the �rst half of the year. * AFP

A Parliamentary Standing
Committee has sought de-
tails from the government on
its strategic disinvestment
plans for national carrier Air
India.

The department-related
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture,
chaired by Rajya Sabha
Member of Parliament
Mukul Roy, is set to meet the
Central government officials
on Friday.

Hearing views
“To hear the views of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, De-
partment of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(Ministry of Finance) and Air
India on Disinvestment of
Air India,” the agenda of the
meeting said.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on June 28

gave its in-principle approval
for the strategic disinvest-
ment of Air India and its
subsidiaries.

The CCEA also set up a
Group of Ministers under
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
to examine the modalities of

the national carrier’s stake
sale. The Ministerial group
will decide upon the “treat-
ment of unsustainable debt
of Air India, hiving off of cer-
tain assets to shell company,
de-merger and strategic dis-
investment of three profit-

making subsidiaries,
quantum of disinvestment
and the universe of bidders.”

Hours after the Union
Cabinet gave its nod for Air
India’s strategic disinvest-
ment, India’s largest low-cost
carrier IndiGo expressed in-
terest in acquiring the flag
carrier’s airline business,
mainly related to its interna-
tional operations. Tata Sons
was also said to be re-
portedly in talks with the
government to seek more de-
tails about the national carri-
er’s strategic disinvestment.

‘Fragile finances’
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Jayant Sinha told the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday that
the decision to divest a stake
in Air India was based on
government think-tank NITI
Aayog’s recommendations in
May this year. 

“In its recommendations,
the Aayog had given the ra-
tionale for the disinvestment
of Air India and has attrib-

uted the main reason as fra-
gile finances of the company.
AI has been incurring con-
tinuous losses and has huge
accumulated losses,” Mr.
Sinha said in a written reply.

“Further, NITI Aayog in its
report on Air India says that
further support to an unvi-
able non-priority company
in a matured and competit-
ive aviation sector would not
be the best use of scarce fin-
ancial resources of the gov-
ernment,” Mr. Sinha added.

Sliding market share
Mr. Sinha told the Lok Sabha
on Thursday that Air India’s
market share on domestic
routes had declined to 14.2%
in 2016-17, from 17.9% in
2014-15. Air India had accu-
mulated total debt of ₹48,876
crore till March 31, 2017. 

The carrier has been re-
porting continuous losses
due to its high debt with its
net loss at ₹3,728 crore in
2016-17, compared with
₹3,836 crore in 2015-16.

Panel seeks details on AI divestment
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Transport set to meet government o�cials on Friday

Somesh Jha

New Delhi

Tell all: The panel will seek the views of o�cials from AI and
the Finance and Civil Aviation ministries. * AP

Maruti Suzuki on Thursday
posted a 4.4% increase in its
net profit to ₹1,556.4 crore
for the first quarter ended
June 30, 2017, impacted by
higher deferred tax
provision.

The country’s largest car
maker said its revenue from
operations grew to ₹19,777.4
crore, up 16.3% from ₹16,996
crore in the year-earlier
period. “Profit Before Tax in
the quarter stood at ₹2,298.7
crore, reflecting a growth of
12.3% over same period pre-
vious year. However, the net
profit in Q1, ₹1,556.4 crore,
grew by 4.4% compared to
previous year due to higher
deferred tax provision,” the
company said. 

The automaker also said

there was a one-off impact
of compensation given to
dealers for the tax loss in-
curred on vehicles in stock
at the time of transitioning
to GST regime that came
into effect on July 1.

Maruti Suzuki sold more
than 3.94 lakh vehicles dur-
ing the quarter under re-
view, a growth of 13.2% from
the same period in the previ-

ous year. Of this, exports
stood at 26,140 units.

“Growth in volumes, fa-
vourable product mix,
higher non-operating in-
come and cost reduction ef-
forts contributed to increase
in profits,” the company
said. However, it added that
costs were impacted by
higher commodity prices,
and sales promotion and
marketing expenses.

Shrikant Akolkar, Re-
search Analyst, Auto & Auto
Ancillary at Angel Broking
said: “While the result is be-
low the consensus estim-
ates, this kind of result was
anticipated due to the rise in
the raw material costs as
well as discounts offered due
to the GST. The demand is
expected to be strong going
ahead.”

Revenue from operations increased 16.3% to ₹19,777.4 crore 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The �rm sold over 3.94 lakh
vehicles during the quarter. 

Maruti Q1 net pro�t rises 4.4% 

Private sector lender Axis
Bank has decided to ac-
quire digital wallet
FreeCharge from e-com-
merce firm Snapdeal in an
all cash deal worth ₹385
crore.

Axis Bank said in a state-
ment that it had entered
into an agreement with
Jasper Infotech Private
Limited (which owns and
operates Snapdeal) to ac-
quire 100% stake in its subsi-
diaries viz. FreeCharge Pay-
ment Technologies Private
Limited and Accelyst Solu-
tions Private Limited, which
together constitute the di-
gital payments business un-
der the FreeCharge brand. 

“This acquisition will give
us a new set of customers,”

Rajiv Anand, executive dir-
ector, Axis Bank, told The
Hindu. “The kind of custom-
ers we will get is the mobile
first, digital only customers
who are in the age bracket of
17-25 years,” he said adding
that Axis Bank had a 5%
market share which meant
95% were not their custom-

ers indicating the opportun-
ity to scale up. The acquisi-
tion would need approval
from the RBI. 

FreeCharge wallet can be
used to make payments for
telecom, DTH and broad-
band recharges and for util-
ity payments including elec-
tricity, gas and water bills. 

Lender to pay Snapdeal owner ₹385 crore in all-cash deal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Axis Bank acquires FreeCharge 

FMCG company ITC Ltd.
closed its first quarter with a
7.4% increase in its net profit
over that of a year earlier on
a 4.3% rise in its gross oper-
ational revenue.

While revenue from oper-
ations stood at ₹13,800.4
crore on June 30, 2017, net
profit stood at ₹2,560.5
crore. Cigarette revenue in-
creased from ₹8,230.6 crore
to ₹8,774.2 crore during the
quarter under review. 

Turnover from its new
FMCG business, which the
company is trying to grow,
increased by 9% to ₹2,600.9
crore amid muted demand
environment and destock-
ing of FMCG products ahead
of the GST rollout, ITC said. 

Hotels segment revenue
rose by 6% to ₹304.9 crore
on improved room rates and

growth in food and bever-
ages. However, a ban on sale
of liquor in hotels near high-
ways caused revenue loss at
properties like ITC Grand
Chola, Chennai.

Revenue from paper-
boards, paper and pack-
aging rose from ₹1,322.9
crore to ₹1,359.8 crore, but
was impacted by FMCG and
pharma sector destocking
and subdued cigarette sales. 

Hotel segment revenue rose by 6%

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

The turnover from its new
FMCG business increased by
9% to ₹2,600.9 crore.

ITC �rst-quarter net
increases by 7.4 %

Kumar Mangalam Birla-led
Idea Cellular reported a net
loss of ₹815 crore for the
quarter ended June, its third
successive quarterly loss, as
a brutal price war in the mo-
bile services market
triggered by Reliance Jio
hurt the new entrant’s
rivals. The third-largest mo-
bile operator had posted a
net profit of ₹220 crore in
the year-earlier period and a
loss of ₹325 crore in the im-
mediate preceding quarter.

Idea’s revenue during the
quarter fell 14% to ₹8,166.5
crore. Idea attributed the
steep decline in voice and
mobile data realisations to
aggressive tariffs led by un-
limited voice and data
bundle plans. 

“However, the fall in real-
isation rate was largely com-

pensated by a substantial
volume growth,” it said.

The Aditya Birla Group
company, which had net
debt of ₹53,920 as of June
30, is in the process of mer-
ging with Vodafone Plc’s
local arm to create India’s
largest mobile carrier. 

Idea Cellular shares slid
2.11% on the BSE to close at
₹92.65 in a flat Mumbai mar-
ket on Thursday.

Idea Cellular posts
third straight loss 

Firm reports Q1 loss of ₹815 crore 

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Revenue during the quarter
fell 14% to ₹8,166.5 crore.

ICICI Bank reported an 8%
drop in its net profit to
₹2,049 crore for the quarter
ended June due to a fall in
non-interest income.

Its non-interest income
was ₹3,388 crore in the
fiscal first quarter compared
to ₹3,429 crore in Q1 FY17. 

Chanda Kochhar, MD &
CEO, said non-interest in-
come in the first quarter of
the previous fiscal included
an exchange rate gain re-
lated to overseas operations
of ₹206 crore, which was no
longer permitted to be ac-
counted as income follow-
ing an RBI guideline. 

In addition, quarterly di-
vidend of ₹204 crore from
ICICI Prudential Life Insur-
ance Company (ICICI Life)
has moved to dividend pay-
ments on a half-yearly basis
following its initial public of-
fering in September 2016.

On the asset quality front,
Ms. Kochhar highlighted
that net non-performing as-
sets had come down on a se-
quential basis from ₹25,451
crore (4.89%) to ₹25,306
crore (4.86%). 

“Addition to gross NPAs,
which was ₹4,975 crore, was
the lowest in seven quar-
ters,” Ms. Kochhar said,
adding that the addition to
NPAs in the current finan-
cial year would be lower
than the previous year.

The bank had seen
healthy recovery during the
quarter, about ₹2,575 crore,
aided primarily by loan re-
payment by a large cement
firm. 

The bank had made a
provisioning of ₹2,609 crore
during the quarter, as com-
pared to ₹2,515 crore, and
except for ₹160 crore which
was standard asset provi-
sioning, the remaining pro-
vision was for bad loans.

ICICI net dips 8% on
non-interest income

Posts non-interest income of ₹3,388 cr. 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Axis Bank has extended
the term of its MD & CEO
Shikha Sharma by an-
other three years with ef-
fect from June 1, 2018.
The decision was taken
by the bank’s board in its

meeting on Wednesday.
Ms. Sharma (58),

joined the third largest
private sector bank as its
chief executive in 2009. 

The announcement
also puts to rest specula-
tion about her quitting
the bank. 

Sharma gets extension 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The Centre may reduce the
import duty on gold to 2%
from 10% to make Indian
jewellery competitive in
the international market,
said a top official. 

The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry has re-
commended to the finance
ministry to drastically re-
duce the import duty, said
Manoj Dwivedi, Joint Sec-
retary, Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry. 

“We have urged the Fin-
ance Ministry to reduce im-
port duty on gold. The
CAD position has substan-
tially improved and now
there is a case to look at it.
We have recommended 2%
duty.” he said.

Centre may
cut import
duty on gold 
Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI
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IN BRIEF

Mylan unveils 
Hepatitis C drug
HYDERABAD

Mylan N.V. subsidiary Mylan

Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd.,

has unveiled Velpatasvir 100

mg/Sofosbuvir 400 mg

tablets, for treatment of

chronic Hepatitis C virus

(HCV) infection, in the

country. The �xed-dose

combination product is used

in treatment of the infection

in adults, including all six

major HCV genotypes. The

company said in a release it

has non-exclusive right to

manufacture and distribute

the product in about 100

developing countries via a

licence agreement from

Gilead Sciences. 

Amazon India opens
centre in Lucknow
BENGALURU

Amazon India has announced

its second Ful�lment Centre

in Uttar Pradesh. Spread

over about 50,000 sq.ft.

with over 35,000 cubic feet

of storage space, Amazon

said the new centre would

empower thousands of small

and medium businesses to

leverage the growth of the

digital economy and reach a

wider customer base. With

this, Amazon.in now has two

ful�lment centres in Uttar

Pradesh, o�ering close to

1,50,000 cubic feet of

storage space to ensure

faster delivery. 

U.K. to scrap Libor rate
benchmark by end 2021 
The head of Britain’s financial

markets watchdog said on

Thursday that a substitute

index for the Libor interest

rate benchmark should be in

place by 2021-end. Andrew

Bailey, chief executive of the

Financial Conduct Authority,

said in London that work

must “begin in earnest” on

shifting to an alternative

index, saying the end of 2021

would offer time to ensure a

smooth transition. REUTERS

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
Ltd. (DRL) consolidated net
profit slumped almost 57%
to ₹66.6 crore in the quarter
ended June 30, hurt by price
erosion in the U.S. market
and destocking by channel
partners ahead of the July 1
GST rollout in India.

The “below expectations”
results as co-chairman and
CEO G.V. Prasad described
them, in a statement, saw
the drugmaker’s shares slide
3.3% to close at ₹2,621.45 on
the BSE on Thursday. 

DRL, which had posted a
profit of ₹153.5 crore in the
year-earlier period, reported
a marginal increase in first-
quarter revenue from opera-
tions at ₹3,333.2 crore
(₹3,244.7 crore). 

A lower contribution from
new product introductions
in the U.S. combined with
the price erosion triggered
by the ongoing customer
consolidation in DRL’s
largest overseas market and

the GST-eve jitters to affect
overall performance, accord-
ing to Mr. Prasad. 

The impact of GST is
“largely behind us,” CFO
Saumen Chakraborty said.
COO Abhijit Mukherjee ad-
ded price erosion had be-
come a new norm in the U.S.
generics market. 

In the global generics seg-
ment, revenue from North
America declined 4% year-
on-year to about ₹1,495 crore
and from India by 10% to

₹468.7 crore. Overall growth
in the segment was 3% and
driven by Europe and emer-
ging markets, which grew
28% and 34% respectively. 

Noting that it was one of
the worst possible results the
company had declared,
Mr.Chakraborty said the run-
up to GST, saw a sharp con-
traction in offtake from the
second fortnight of May des-
pite an offer of additional
discounts. Domestic sales in
June was less than 50% of

the ₹180 crore normal
monthly average. 

DRL aims to introduce 10-
15 new products this fiscal,
of which it unveiled three
last quarter.

Licensing pact
Separately, DRL announced
a global licensing pact with
CHD Bioscience Inc. for the
clinical development and
commercialisation of its
phase III clinical trial candid-
ate, DFA-02. DFA-02 is inten-
ded for use in the prevention
of surgical site infections, fol-
lowing elective colorectal
surgery. 

DRL will receive $30 mil-
lion in equity in CHD upon
an IPO or a minimum of $30
million in cash within 18
months of execution of the
agreement. 

The Indian firm will also
get milestone payments of
$40 million upon USFDA ap-
proval. CHD also agreed to
pay DRL double-digit royal-
ties on sales and commercial
milestones, it said. 

Dr. Reddy’s pro�t slumps 57%
‘Price erosion in U.S., destocking ahead of GST rollout in India hurt margins’

Market pressures: Lower contribution from new products in
the U.S. and price erosion hurt performance, says CEO Prasad.

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Bandhan Bank Ltd.’s (BBL)
recovery of loans has been
impacted by talk of farm-
loan waivers in three States
and the ongoing strike in
Darjeeling and adjoining
areas, said founder and
managing director Chandra
Sekhar Ghosh.

Addressing a press meet
to announce BBL’s first-
quarter results, he said that
gross NPAs had increased to
₹175 crore in the quarter
ended June 30, 2017, from
₹86 crore at March-end. The
bank ended the first quarter
with a net NPA of 0.49%
against 0.14% a year earlier. 

Three States 
Majority of the NPAs was on
account of defaults in three
States — Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra. 

Pointing out that although
Bandhan was not into farm
loans, but had lent to allied
sectors like horticulture,

where repayment was af-
fected as borrowers were
misled into thinking that
they need not repay their
loans, Mr. Ghosh said,
“Things are improving now.”

On the impact of the Dar-
jeeling stalemate, he said
that the prolonged strike
had begun to impact recov-
eries and feared that the
worst was yet to come. 

“Residents are unable to
carry on their trade.. our
people are unable to access
the area up to Sikkim,” Mr.
Ghosh said, adding that he

anticipated the Darjeeling ef-
fect to show sharply in the
next quarter. 

Bandhan Bank is planning
to sell mutual fund and gen-
eral insurance products ini-
tially through 50 of its 840
branches, Mr. Ghosh said.
The tie-up with perhaps
about three asset manage-
ment companies, is to be fi-
nalised by September.

BBL closed the first
quarter with a 35% rise in
profit at ₹327 crore with a
matching credit growth and
a 51% growth in savings de-
posits. 

Its CASA (current and sav-
ings account) ratio was
26.3% against 14.7% a year
earlier. BBL aims to grow the
MSME (medium, small and
micro enterprise) portfolio,
which accounted for 90% of
its ₹21,389 crore advances in
the first quarter. 

It is also looking to boost
the affordable housing sec-
tor. The erstwhile MFI star-
ted its banking journey in
August 2015. 

Darjeeling stir, repayment misconceptions impact recovery

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Chandra Sekhar Ghosh

Bandhan Bank’s NPAs rise 

Cholamandalam Investment
and Finance Co. Ltd.,
(Chola) reported a 25% in-
crease in its standalone net
profit for the first quarter
ended June 30, 2017, at ₹207
crore against ₹166 crore re-
corded in the corresponding
year-earlier period.

During the period under
review, the company repor-
ted a total revenue of ₹1,235
crore against ₹1, 109 crore. 

It disbursed ₹3,819 crore
in its vehicle finance busi-
ness against ₹3,326 crore,
recording a growth of 15%.

Home equity disburse-
ments declined to ₹740

crore from ₹991 crore.
Chola’s net interest margin
stood at 8% against 7.1% in
the comparable period last
year. It had a capital ad-
equacy ratio 19.37%.

Focus on collections
“We continued our en-
hanced focus on collections.
The company was able to
ride out the traditionally dif-
ficult first quarter by re-
stricting the gross non-per-
forming asset at 4.7% (at
three months’ overdue) and
net non-performing asset at
3.2% and maintaining the
same levels as of March
2017,” said Vellayan Sub-
biah, MD, Chola. 

Cholamandalam 
Q1 pro�t jumps 25%

Disburses ₹3,819 cr. in vehicle �nance 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

HCL Technologies on
Thursday posted a 6.1% rise
in consolidated net profit to
₹2,171 crore for the April-
June quarter, on the back of
broad-based growth across
various business verticals.

The fourth largest IT firm
in the country had a net
profit of ₹2,047 crore in the
corresponding quarter last
year. HCL Technologies’ con-
solidated revenue stood at
₹12,149 crore, a growth of
7.2% from ₹11,336 crore in
the year-ago period.

“We continue to propel
forward on our Mode 1–2–3
growth strategy, delivering a
revenue growth of 2.6% QoQ
and 12.2% YoY in constant
currency terms in Q1’FY18,”

said C. Vijayakumar, presid-
ent and CEO, HCL
Technologies.

The company maintained
its revenue growth guidance
of between 10.5-12.5% in con-
stant currency terms.

“We saw broad-based
growth across verticals. Al-

most all service lines are
growing for us except BPO,
which is a very small portion
of our revenues,” HCL Tech-
nologies Chief Finnacial Of-
ficer Anil Chanana said.

In dollar terms, the com-
pany’s net profit increased
10.3% to $336.7 million,
while revenues grew 11.4% to
$1884.2 million. For most do-
mestic IT services compan-
ies, the dollar figures are im-
portant as clients overseas
get billed in that currency.

The company saw a 6.6%
decline in net profit on a se-
quential basis. “This is be-
cause there was a tax settle-
ment last quarter which was
in our favour. This led to a
gain of $45.5 million,” Mr.
Chanana said.

During the quarter, 13

transformational deals were
signed. “The deal wins are
led by U.S. and Europe, fol-
lowed by rest of world, ran-
ging across financial ser-
vices, manufacturing,
consumer services, lifesci-
ences and healthcare,” he
added.

₹2 dividend
The company announced a
dividend of ₹2 per share. The
shares ended at ₹899/share,
up 0.71%. Financial services
vertical grew 19.2%, manu-
facturing 17.1%, life sciences
and healthcare 10.6%, public
services 6.4%, retail and CPG
7.1%. However, telecommu-
nications, media, publishing
and entertainment posted a
decline of 2.7% y-o-y in con-
stant currency.

HCL net rises 6.1%; bags U.S., Europe ‘deals’
Posts growth across segments including �nancial services and manufacturing 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

CFO Anil Chanana says almost
all service lines, except BPO,
are growing at the �rm.

British liquor giant Diageo
said on Thursday it had
asked beleaguered busi-
nessman Vijay Mallya to re-
turn $40 million paid to
him as part of the $75 mil-
lion (₹515 crore) sweet-
heart deal for his exit from
United Spirits Ltd.

Diageo has stopped pay-
ment of $7 million a year to
Mr. Mallya as part of the
deal and sought compensa-
tion for the losses incurred
by the company. 

Citing violation of the
agreement by Mr. Mallya,
Diageo has also ruled out
the future instalments to
him, saying “it was not li-
able to pay such amount.” 

Diageo to
Mallya: repay
$40 million
Press Trust of India

London/New Delhi
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CA says it is ready for
arbitration
MELBOURNE

Cricket Australia Chief

Executive James Sutherland

said on Thursday the long-

running pay dispute with

players would be taken to

independent arbitration if

agreement could not be

reached by early next week,

with a tour of Bangladesh

looming. AFP

IN BRIEF

Massive win for 
India Under-19
CHESTERFIELD

Manjot Kalra (picture)

slammed 122 and Kamlesh

Nagarkoti picked up 10

wickets as the touring India

U-19 team notched up a

crushing 334-run win over

England U-19 in the opening

four-day ‘Test’ here on

Wednesday. 
The scores: India U-19 519
(Manjot Kalra 122, Harvik
Desai 89, Prithvi Shaw 86,
Riyan Parag Das 68, Shubman
Gill 29; Josh Tongue three for
69, Henry Brookes three for
85, Amar Virdi three for 134)
& 173 for six decl. (Shaw 69,
Das 50, Gill 25; Matty Potts
three for 20) bt England U-19
195 (Will Jacks 46, Max
Holden 32, Ryan Patel 38;
Kamlesh Nagarkoti five for
49, Shivam Mavi four for 51)
& 163 (Holden 60; Nagarkoti
five for 63). PTI

India vs Sri Lanka: 1st Test,
Sony Six & Sony Six HD, Sony
TEN 3 & Sony TEN 3 HD, 10
a.m.
England vs South Africa:
3rd Test, SS Select 1, SS Se-
lect HD 1, 3.30 p.m.
Pro Kabaddi League: STAR
Sports 2, 2HD, 7.50 p.m.
Ultimate Table Tennis: SS
Select 2, 2 HD, 7.40 p.m.

TV PICKS

India holds the reins in the
first Test. Its batting com-
bined top-order supremacy
with the tail’s chutzpah and
the resultant first innings
total of 600 meant that it has
half sewed up the contest.

At close on the second day
here at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium, Sri Lanka
replied with 154 for five. An
effort structured more in
hope as the host’s playing el-
even has been reduced to 10
following the exit of the in-
jured Asela Gunaratne.

Wednesday night dis-
played the oscillating
weather patterns of the trop-
ics. It was about sharp spells
of rain and blustery winds,
but the elements favoured
the visitors as the skies
cleared on Thursday. 

India built a strong batting
edifice and when Sri Lanka
walked out for its first hit,
Virat Kohli’s men had the
edge.

Dimuth Karunaratne, de-
butant Danushka Gunathil-
aka and Kusal Mendis fell to
the pace duo of Umesh Ya-
dav and Mohammed Shami.
The arduous task of stabil-
ising the innings was left to
Upul Tharanga (64) and An-
gelo Mathews (54 batting),
the two adding 57 runs for
the fourth wicket.

Tharanga cut well and
Mathews smote a few but the
former got run-out while try-
ing to unsettle R. Ashwin.
Tharanga rushed forward
but only deflected the ball to
Abhinav Mukund at silly-
point. The agile fielder re-
layed a throw to Wriddhiman

Saha and the Sri Lankan
opener was left stranded.
Once Niroshan Dickwella fell
to Ashwin, with Abhinav
again coming into play with a
brilliant catch, Sri Lanka was
down for the count.

Steady progress
In the morning, resuming at
399 for three, India made
steady progress despite
Cheteshwar Pujara (153,
265b, 13x4) and Ajinkya Ra-
hane (57) being unable to
substantially extend their
overnight tenures.

Pujara eased past 150 be-
fore thrusting his bat at a
Nuwan Pradeep delivery.
The seamer, who was rewar-

ded for his consistency, later
bagged a maiden five-for (six
for 132) in Tests.

Pujara’s dismissal ended
the 137-run fourth-wicket
partnership he forged with
Rahane. The latter drove Pra-
deep, but in attempting an
expansive drive off Lahiru
Kumara, Rahane only man-
aged an edge and the
charged-up fast bowler,
clenched his fists.

At 432 for five, India was
staring at a Sri Lankan outfit
that had suddenly found its
spark.

India’s tail then lent a
twist to the tale. First up,
Ashwin (47) and Saha added
59 runs for the sixth wicket.

Ashwin used his bat like a
wand on either side of the
pitch. The drives were excel-
lent and the whips past mid-
wicket had irreverence.
Saha, dogged as ever, with-
stood a barrage of bouncers
from Kumara. 

Saha succumbed to Ran-
gana Herath, failing to clear
the in-field, and Ashwin per-
ished on the hook, edging
Pradeep to wicket-keeper
Dickwella. India’s lower-half
was, however, no dying
flame. The desire to depart
in a blaze of glory was evid-
ent when debutant Hardik

Pandya (50) lofted a four off
Herath before lunch. India
scored 104 for four in 27
overs during the first session.

Missed chance
In the afternoon, Pandya was
dropped on four with Kar-
unaratne grassing the chance
at first slip, leaving Sri Lanka
captain Herath ruing his bad
luck. Though Pradeep did
the classic one-two — a boun-
cer followed by a yorker — to
nail Ravindra Jadeja, Pandya
continued unhindered.

Just as the schools in the
neighbourhood closed for
the day and the jaunty stu-
dents stepped onto the
roads, a merry evening was

in the making for India.
Shami slammed three sixes
off Herath, mighty heaves
that left the fielders in the
deep, redundant. 

Not to be outdone, Pandya
hooked a six off Pradeep and
then played a pick-up shot
that sailed over the ropes.

By the time Shami and
Pandya were dismissed, In-
dia had a massive score,
thanks to its last five wickets

adding 168 runs. Sri Lanka
needs another 446 runs to
draw parity, a huge moun-
tain to climb.

India in control as lower-order �res, bowlers strike
The visitors amass 600 as Ashwin and debutant Pandya chip in; Sri Lanka, precariously placed at 154 for �ve, has a mountain to climb

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Galle

Quick work: Upul Tharanga, who scored a useful 64, was caught short of the crease by an agile Abhinav Mukund at silly-point.
* REUTERS
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B Pujara (153) and Rahane
(57) failed to substantially
extend their overnight
tenures

B Hardik Pandya scores a
half-century
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INDIA IN LANKA

Nuwan Pradeep perhaps is a
man of few words and many
wickets. Or may be he is just
painfully shy. After his ca-
reer-best haul of six for 132
against India in the first Test,
the Sri Lankan spearhead,
with fast bowling coach Cha-
minda Vaas as a translator,
told the media that he rel-
ished Virat Kohli’s wicket.

Explaining his modus-op-
erandi, Pradeep said in Sin-
hala: “Though I didn’t start
well, I got better as I kept
bowling. I got some rhythm.
Kohli is one of the best bats-
men in the world. I am very
happy to have got him out.”

Pradeep stressed that he
remained intense right
through and that helped him
get his maiden five-for in
Tests. “When you get four
wickets, you have to bowl 15
to 16 overs, and you are very
tired after that. If you are
bowling more than that you
still have to maintain that in-
tensity and still bowl quickly.
I did that and bowled fast in

my later spells. I think I
couldn’t get to that fifth
wicket before because of
tiredness.” As for employing
the bouncer, Pradeep said:
“I trained like normal with
the bouncer. With the way
the wicket was today, the
bouncer became effective.”

Vaas, too, shared his
thoughts and when asked
about the bouncers, he
replied: “We had a few plans
as well, but we saw that the
wicket is really good for bat-
ting. We thought of surpris-
ing the Indian batsmen by

bowling a few bouncers.”
Looking ahead, Vaas said:

“Angelo [Mathews] and Dil-
ruwan [Perera] are batting
well. Hopefully, they will
stay at the wicket and bat
well until lunch. If we can
bat until tea we might be
able to escape danger.”

Pradeep is Sri Lanka’s bowling hero
Special Correspondent

Galle

‘Happy to get Kohli out’

Nuwan Pradeep... career-best
e�ort. * REUTERS

Cheteshwar Pujara has an in-
satiable appetite for runs.
The Saurashtra player’s 153,
besides Shikhar Dhawan’s
190, was a vital component
of India’s 600 against Sri
Lanka here in the first Test.
With an impish grin and
earnestness, he squared up
to the press on Thursday.
Excerpts
The match’s fate: At the in-
ternational level, it doesn’t
matter whether the wicket is
flat or whether there is some
assistance for the bowlers.
You always want to score big
runs and put up a big total.
We are the number one team
in the world and we would
like to maintain that stand-
ard. We have scored enough
runs, and we have got five
wickets. We are well poised. 
The pitch: There is some as-
sistance for the spinners. R.
Ashwin and (Ravindra)
Jadeja have been bowling
well even in the last season
and they have continued
that. Our bowlers bowled

better line and length and
we will see a little more turn
on this wicket. The pitch is
drying, so there will be as-
sistance. 
Hardik Pandya’s debut: He
is a very good all-rounder.

When it comes to his batting,
he trusts his strengths. The
way he bats, he could dom-
inate the bowlers. Being an
all-rounder it helps the team
because we need someone
who can bowl ten overs in a

day if there is an opportun-
ity. 
The Shikhar effect: It was
challenging for him as he
was making a comeback and
the way he batted, it was a
pleasure to watch from the
other end.
The County stint: I played
about four county matches
which always helps. When I
have some time in between
Test matches and if I am not
part of the IPL, I prefer to go
and play some county
matches. 

You grow as a cricketer,
your technique improves
and when you come and
play international cricket
again, you have some experi-
ence of playing first-class
cricket and you are always in
touch with the game. 
Daddy hundreds: I always
enjoy scoring hundreds.
When you are playing Test
cricket and if you have an
opportunity to score a hun-
dred, you might as well score
more than 100, as many runs
as possible. I always enjoy
scoring big runs.

‘I like scoring daddy hundreds’
Pujara says India would like to maintain its standard as the No. 1 team

Special Correspondent

Galle

The main man: Cheteshwar Pujara says the stint in county
cricket has helped him a lot. * REUTERS

‘Swag’ is a most-abused
word in English. It is often
misunderstood as bold,
brash and overconfidence
when it actually means an
assured self-confidence that
reflects in actions and
words. By that yardstick,
Mithali Raj owns the term.

Her book-reading while
padded up and then coming
in to nonchalantly swat the
English bowlers in the open-
ing game of the Women's
World Cup is old news. On
Thursday, the Indian captain
proved she was as good with
words as with the bat even as
the girls were herded from
one felicitation to another
throughout the day.

It began at 9 a.m. with
Sports Minister Vijay Goel
and moved on through BCCI,
the Railways ministry and
the Prime Minister. Through
it all, the 15 girls kept their
smiles and sanity with quiet
dignity.

“I am proud of the girls,
who played a fantastic brand
of cricket in what is a very
important phase. Because
when we play good cricket,
there are so many followers
who watch women's cricket.
Each time I have urged them
to do better, make a
comeback after those two
defeats, they have always
stood up to the challenge

and responded well. I am
proud of each one of them,
even those who could not
make it to the XI, but kept
the atmosphere very positive
in the dressing room,”
Mithali said, looking every
player in the eye and convey-
ing more in those looks than
the words themselves.

Heartfelt
It was a small speech, which
she apologised for being
long, but it was heartfelt and
gave a glimpse of how close-
knit this team has been
through the past few
months. 

She acknowledged the
support staff for keeping the
girls up and running, both
mentally and physically, dur-

ing the World Cup as the un-
derdogs finished runners-up
against the host in London.
She thanked the BCCI for
keeping the faith by ensuring
they had enough matches
under the belt heading into
the World Cup.

She did not forget Rail-
ways — that employs 10
members of the team — for
providing the financial safety
net of a job that allowed the
girls to “go out and represent
their best, work on improv-
ing their standards.”

She acknowledged the
former women cricketers
who, she said, had toiled to
keep the game alive so that
girls like her could play.

And she had a small re-
quest to the media — “I hope

you continue to cover wo-
men's cricket as you have
done now. And on behalf of
the team I promise we will
continue to put our best foot
forward and continue to
perform.”

Dark and bright
Mithali did not forget the
dark days either. “I am one of
the players who have seen
days before the BCCI took
over and after. I am very for-
tunate that I continued to
play because today I am see-
ing this phase. 

“There were times, like
after 2005 World Cup (the
only other time India
reached the final) when we
never had this kind of recep-
tion or the media coming

and hounding the girls for in-
terviews. There are all stars
in their own right now! It's a
nice feeling to go through, to
feel wanted, appreciated and
acknowledged, so thank you
to this bunch,” she said.

Uthra Ganesan

New Delhi

Just reward: BCCI acting-president C.K. Khanna with the Indian women’s team at a felicitation
function in New Delhi on Wednesday. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Mithali & Co. promise better results

England was 171 for four at
stumps after winning the
toss on the first day of the
third Test against South
Africa at The Oval on
Thursday.

Alastair Cook was 82 not
out and Ben Stokes 21 not
out on a day where rain
meant only 59 of a sched-
uled 90 overs were bowled
in what is the 100th Test at
The Oval. 

Vernon Philander led
the Proteas' attack with a
superb return of two wick-
ets for 17 runs in 12 overs,
including five maidens,
despite a stomach bug.

The four-match series is
level at 1-1.

Cook props
up England
Agencies

LONDON

Harmanpreet Kaur was un-
doubtedly the biggest star
for the Indian women’s
cricket team during the re-
cent World Cup. Along with
captain Mithali Raj, the ex-
plosive batter answered the
media during a brief
interaction.

You had said before the
tournament that you would
love to tell your story too,
but people aren’t interested.
What do you say now?
Harmanpreet: People recog-
nise you and follow you only
when you do well and that’s
what has happened here
also. 

We had not done well in
the last 2-3 editions in the
World Cup so it felt good to
have reached the final.

Do you see yourself
continuing as captain at the
next World Cup?
Mithali: As a player, everyone
wants to have a long career
but as long as I am fit and
confident and in form, I
would like to play. Person-
ally, I feel I still have 2-3
years to serve the team.

You have played only 10
Tests in your 18-year career.
Do you think there should be

more Tests?
Mithali: Test matches are the
ultimate test for every crick-
eter because it tests every as-
pect of a player. 

But with all the Boards
wanting to promote wo-
men’s cricket more and
more, T20 and ODIs are the
ideal format.

Who do you see as your
successor?
Mithali: I don’t know! But
this bunch of players has the
ability to take up that chal-
lenge whenever it is given to
them.

Which was the bigger
achievement — the win
against Pakistan or Australia
in the semifinal?
Harmanpreet: Both games
were important, both had to
be won to reach the final. We
were only taking it one
match at a time and looking
to win.

How did you feel when India
lost quick wickets towards
the end in the final?
Mithali: Obviously, achcha to
nahi laga hoga (it wouldn’t
have felt good) to be sitting
outside when your batters
are getting out. We did not
allow them to win easily and
that, for me, is a big
achievement.

We did not allow them
to win easily: Mithali
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

At a time when the Indian

women’s cricket team is

the toast of the nation,

the architects of their

achievement were

conspicuous by their

absence in felicitations

here.

Sunita Sharma, one of

the few women cricket

coaches in the country and

a Dronacharya awardee,

was the manager of the

team when it won the

World Cup qualifier event

in Sri Lanka in February

this year. Former India

captain Purnima Rau was

the team’s coach at the

event. 

In fact, two of the

earliest supporters of

women’s cricket in India —

Tarak Sinha and Vinod

Sharma — have also been

consigned to the shadows.

Glaring
absentees
Special

Correspondent

NEW DELHI

England — 1st innings: A.
Cook (batting) 82, K. Jen-
nings c Elgar b Philander 0, T.
Westley c du Plessis b Morris
25, J. Root c de Kock b Phil-
ander 29, D. Malan b Rabada
1, B. Stokes (batting) 21; Ex-
tras (b-7, lb-3, w-3): 13; Total
(for four wkts. in 59 overs):
171.
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-64, 3-
113, 4-120.
South Africa bowling: Morkel
16-4-48-0, Philander 12-5-
17-2, Rabada 13-4-32-1, Maha-
raj 7-1-16-0, Morris 11-1-48-1.
Toss: England

SCOREBOARD

CoA issues notice 
to BCCI
NEW DELHI

The Committee of

Administrators (CoA) on

Thursday slapped a notice on

the Board of Control for

Cricket in India for preventing

CEO Rahul Johri from

attending the Special General

Meeting here on Wednesday.

The CoA had recognised Johri

as its representative at Board

meetings. The Board,

however, cited the Supreme

Court directive that only

office-bearers be allowed to

attend the meeting. The

Board had also stopped

representatives from Punjab

and Odisha from attending

the SGM since they were not

office-bearers of their

associations.
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SPORT

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12070 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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In the hymn Mukunda Mala, Kulasekhara Azhwar asserts
that the highest state moksha is attainable to those who
meditate on the Supreme Lord whose glory is eternal and
undying and who dwells in the hearts of all beings, granting
protection to those who seek Him. All Azhwars in general
echo this insight that sees no distinction between the end
and the means in spiritual sadana, for to them the Lord is
the object of meditation and also the means to the success
of this endeavour, pointed out Swami Budhidananda in a
discourse. 

Meditation is a demanding, subtle mental exercise.
Krishna tells Arjuna that it is not at all easy and that it is to
be painstakingly attempted and practised every moment in
one’s life. From time immemorial, spiritual seekers have
wrestled to gain control over the mind that is necessary for
realisation, but which easily resists human efforts to tame it.

The mind is called an antakarana or an internal instru-
ment and it is a powerful force that drives the thought, word
and deed of every human being. It is always restless and
filled with multitudes of thoughts and thought waves that
appear, disappear or reappear even as one is engaged in
daily chores and activities. One has to be steeped in
thoughts of God at all times. For God does not dwell in the
hearts of those who are preoccupied with worldly aims and
desires. A spiritual aspirant has to imbibe the truth that God
alone can occupy one’s heart. The moment the mind is in-
volved elsewhere, God’s presence slips away from one’s
heart. Hanuman was bound by Brahmastra, but its effect
was lost when the rakshasas bound him with ropes. 

If the all-pervading and immeasurable Lord chooses to
dwell in the hearts of yogis and sadhus, it is because there is
no question of their accommodating any other thought ex-
cept God in their minds.

FAITH

Path of meditation5 Best to take note of a

diagnostic procedure (5,4)

6 Starts praying to almighty

before it’s eaten as daily

bread (5)

7 Read about something strange

— myringa (7)

8 Painter or Dentist? (13)

9 Cancels order, lug in some beer

— everything must go! (9,4)

15 Lethargy — it dogs girl, man

scratches his head (9)

17 Could start at a marina, sadly

not a single boat (9)

19 Clip and suffer in place (3,4)

21 Old city in South African

province, looks genuine... (7)

23 ...like the writer in Colorado

(5)

25 River of wine runs through (5)

14 Saying Willy got a duck (7)

16 Praises income disbursal

before middle of May (7)

18 Picture frame pushed in, I

must shift force (7)

20 It's too big, I can't possibly

cover it (7)

22 A hired assassin in Japan was

caught (5)

24 Informs freely, at times

follows home (9)

26 De�nitely will nab culprit, half

the ring will go bust (9)

27 River by the mountains in

countryside (5)

28 Well exposed within family,

and lot happens on the sly

(13)

■ DOWN

2 Golly! it turned cool — why?

(4,3)

3 Thief dressed in scarlet (9)

4 Fish raised a stink (5)

(set by Arden)

■ ACROSS 

1 Get past three, plus thirteen are

in the picture (3,4,6)

10 Grinder, used brie�y in a

month (5)

11 Tee collar tailored for the

poles, they say (9)

12 Long to be in the list, American

left the city (9)

13 Vessel will dock at either

Gdynia or Tallinn (5)
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Morris’ late winner gives
USA the Gold Cup 
SANTA CLARA (USA)

Jordan Morris’ 89th-minute

strike lifted USA to a 2-1

victory over Jamaica on

Wednesday in the CONCACAF

Gold Cup final. Morris sealed

it in dramatic fashion with a

goal in the 89th minute. Jozy

Altidore opened the scoring

in the 45th minute, with

Jamaica’s Je-Vaughn Watson

equalising in the 50th.
The result: United States 2
(Altidore 45, Morris 89) bt
Jamaica 1 (Watson 50). AFP

IN BRIEF

Virdi takes the lead
on day three
QUEPEM (GOA)

Gurmeet Virdi (co-driver

Kirpal Singh Tung) of Gerrari

Offroaders (Chandigarh) took

the lead with 1072 points on

the third day of the Force

Gurkha RFC India 2017 motor

rally. 

Siddartha Santosh (co-driver

Prithviraj AC) of Team BODA

(Bangalore Offroad Drivers

Association) with 1066 points

is placed second and Jagat

Nanjappa (co-driver Chetan

Changappa) of the Coorg-

based Team V5 Offroaders

with 1021 points is third.

Top seed Soumya Swam-
inathan (PSPB) and fifth
seed Bhakti Kulkarni (Air
India) shared the lead with
7.5 points in the 44th Na-
tional women’s Challengers
chess on Thursday.

In the day’s biggest up-
set, unseeded Bala Kan-
namma shocked third seed
Swati Ghate in 64 moves.
Important results (ninth
round): C. Lakshmi (6.5) lost
Bhakti Kulkarni (7.5), P.V.
Nandhidhaa (6.5) lost to Sou-
mya Swaminathan (7.5); Mary
Ann Gomes (7) bt Arpita
Mukherjee (6), Kiran Manisha
Mohanty (6.5) drew with
Meenakshi Subbaraman (6.5),
P. Bala Kannamma (6.5) bt
Swati Ghate (5.5); Nisha Mo-
hota (6.5) bt Aashna Makhija
(5.5), L. Jyotsna (6.5) bt Ma-
halakshmi (5.5), Siddhali Sh-
etye (5.5) lost Pranali S.
Dharia (6.5), Sakshi Chitlange
(6.5) bt Palkin Kaur (5.5). 

Aarthie Ramaswamy (5.5)
lost to Sandhya G. (6.5), Srija
Seshadri (5.5) drew with
Sanskriti Goyal (6), K. Manasa
(5) lost Rucha Pujari (6); A.G.
Nimmy (5) lost to Samriddhaa
Ghosh (6), Lasya G. (5.5) drew
with Toshali V. (5.5), Divya
Lakshmi R. (6) bt Archi Agar-
wal (5), Savitha Shri (4.5) lost
P. Michelle Catherina (5.5).

Kannamma
stuns Swati 
Correspondent

Mysuru

Indian girls bow out of
World junior squash 
TAURANGA (NEW ZEALAND)

The Indian girls’ challenge in

the team event of the WSF-

World junior squash

championship ended with a

2-1 loss to Hong Kong in the

quarterfinals on Thursday.
The result: Hong Kong bt
India 2-1 [Chan Sin Yuk lost to
Sunayna Kuruvilla 9-11, 11-6,
11-3, 11-7; Liu Hiu Lam bt
Akanksha Salunkhe 11-5, 11-2,
11-4; Ka Wing Ho bt
Aishwarya Bhattacharya 11-8,
11-5, 11-7]. PTI

Nirupama and Ajay 
win bronze medals 
KATHMANDU

Seram Nirupama Devi lifted a

total of 178kg (79kg snatch,

99kg clean and jerk) to secure

the youth girls’ 69kg bronze

medal at the Asian junior and

youth weightlifting here on

Thursday. Nirupama finished

third in snatch and clean and

jerk as well. Ajay Singh

totalled 315kg (143kg snatch,

172kg clean and jerk) to bag

the men’s 77kg bronze.

Sehwag, Usha named in
Arjuna award panel
NEW DELHI

Former India opener Virender

Sehwag and celebrated

athlete P.T. Usha have been

named in a 12-member

committee to pick this year’s

Khel Ratna and Arjuna

awardees.

The committee, to be headed

by Justice (retd) C.K. Thakkar,

will meet on August 3.
Other members: Mukund
Killekar (boxing), Sunil
Dabbas (kabaddi), M.R.
Mishra (journalist), S. Kannan
(journalist), Sanjeev Kumar
(journalist), Latha Madhvi
(para athlete), Anil Khanna
(sports administrator), Injeti
Srivastava (SAI DG) and Rajvir
Singh (Joint Secretary, Sports
Ministry).

Chinki Yadav beat two
Olympians and World Cup
gold medallists, Rahi
Sarnobat and Heena Sidhu,
in winning the women’s 25-
metre sports pistol gold in
the 17th all-India Kumar
Surendra Singh memorial
shooting championship at
the Dr. Karni Singh Range,
Tughlakabad, on Thursday.

It was an impressive per-
formance by the 20-year-old
Chinki, who is coached by
Jaspal Rana and Ved
Prakash, as she beat Rahi
34-30. 

In the junior final Gauri
Sheoran took the gold,
ahead of Muskan and Chinki
Yadav. There was more sur-
prise in the men’s 50-metre
free pistol, as Jitu Rai ended
up eighth, after qualifying in
the second place in a field of
100 shooters.

All the three eventual
medallists had scored 550 in
qualification, and Tinjit
Dhanota beat Arjun Singh
Cheema and Gurpal Singh
for the gold.

A shot in the arm

In a big boost for new aspir-
ants, Union Sports Minister
Vijay Goel inaugurated a
mini 10-metre shooting
range at the Dr. Karni Singh

Range, Tughlakabad, on
Thursday.

The mini range, to be
used for air pistol and air
rifle, with manual targets
will be for beginners, and
would serve as the ideal
platform for them to hone
their skills before graduat-
ing to the electronic targets.

The use of the mini range
will be open for the public,
and rates have been fixed as
Rs. 200 for daily, Rs. 3000
per month and Rs. 36,000
per year.

Athens Olympics silver
medallist, Col. Rajyavard-
han Singh Rathore, who is
also the Minister of State for
Information and Broadcast-
ing, congratulated the
Sports Minister on the initi-
ative and said it would help
in popularising the sport. 

The results: Men: 50m free
pistol: 1. Tinjit Dhanota 230.3
(550); 2. Arjun Singh Cheema
230.0 (550); 3. Gurpal Singh
206.6 (550).

Juniors: 1. Anmol Jain 224.2
(547); 2. Arjun Singh Cheema
222.8 (550); 3. Shubham
Baliyan 202.4 (536).

Women: 25m sports pistol: 1.
Chinki Yadav 34 (572); 2. Rahi
Sarnobat 30 (583); 3. Heena
Sidhu 27 (579); Juniors: 1.
Gauri Sheoran 31 (559); 2.
Muskan 27 (574); 3. Chinki Ya-
dav 24 (572).

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Chinki wins gold

India’s F.R. Snehit and S.
Yashini bagged the junior
boys’ and girls’ titles in the
ITTF -Jordan junior and ca-
det open table tennis
championships (part of the
World junior circuit) here
on Wednesday. 

Snehit defeated Chandra
Jeet 12-10, 7-11, 11-9, 11-4, 11-6
in the boys’ final while
Yashini beat 7-11, 5-11, 11-4,
8-11, 11-8, 11-6, 11-4. 

Snehit, Yashini

triumph 

Snehit.

Sports Bureau

AMMAN

Fourth seeds Purav Raja and
Divij Sharan fought their
way past Santiago Gonzalez
and Scott Lipsky 6-7(6), 7-6
(5), [10-3] to reach the
doubles semifinals of the At-
lanta Open on Wednesday. 

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
and his Korean partner
Hyeon Chung set up a
quarterfinal against top
seeds Bob Bryan and Mike
Bryan.

The results:

$720,410 ATP Atlanta Open,
USA: Doubles (quarterfinals):
Purav Raja & Divij Sharan bt
Santiago Gonzalez (Mex) &
Scott Lipsky (USA) 6-7(6), 7-6
(5), 6-3.

Pre-quarterfinals: Hyeon
Chung (Kor) & JeevanNed-
unchezhiyan bt Eric Sock & Jack
Sock (USA) 6-3, 6-4.

€540,310 Swiss Open, Gstaad,
Switzerland: Doubles (pre-

quarterfinals): Thomaz Bel-
lucci & Andre Sa (Bra) bt Anto-
nio Sancic (Cro) & Leander Paes
6-3, 6-2.

$100,000 Challenger men,
Granby, Canada: First round:
Yuki Bhambri bt Roberto Quiroz
(Ecu) 6-7(4), 6-3, 6-1.

$25,000 ITF men, Tianjin,
China: Pre-quarterfinals: Karu-
nuday Singh bt Shintaro Imai
(Jpn) 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

$25,000 ITF men, Xativa,
Spain: Doubles (quarterfinals):
Marc Fornell-Mestres & Sergio
Martos Gornes (Esp) bt Aryan
Goveas & Dhruv Sunish 6-3,
6-4.

$15,000 ITF men, Cairo, Egypt:
First round: Ammar Al Haqbani
(KSA) bt Anirudh Chandrasekar
6-2, 6-4.

Sherif Sabry (Egy) bt Tarun
Anirudh Chilakalapudi 6-2, 6-0;
Filippo Borella (Ita) bt P.C.
Vignesh 6-2, 6-1.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Anirudh Chandrasekar & P.C.
Vignesh bt Omar Makhlouf &

Mohamed Sorour (Egy) 6-1,
6-4; Daniel Rabas (Cze) &
Leandro Serrano Sanz (Esp) bt
Tarun Anirudh Chilakalapudi &
Anshumat Srivastava 6-1, 6-0.

$15,000 ITF men, Idanha-A-
Nova, Portugal: Pre-quarterfi-
nals: Clement Larriere (Fra) bt
Adil Kalyanpur 6-4, 6-3.

First round: Adil bt Russell
Henderson (GBr) 6-4, 6-2.

$25,000 ITF women, Hua Hin,
Thailand: Quarterfinals:
Naiktha Bains (Aus) bt Karman
Kaur Thandi 6-0, 3-6, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Hong
Kong: Quarterfinals: Kanika
Vaidya bt Michika Ozeki (Jpn)
7-5, 3-6, 6-4; Kumi So (Jpn) bt
Prerna Bhambri 6-4, 7-5. 

$15,000 ITF women, Targu Jiu,
Romania: Pre-quarterfinals:
Vittoria Avvantaggiati (Ita) bt
Riya Bhatia 3-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Doubles (quarterfinals): Oana
Gavrila (Rou) & Riya Bhatia bt
Selma Stefania Cadar & An-
dreea Prisacaru (Rou) 6-1, 3-6,
[10-4].

TENNIS

Purav-Divij duo in semi�nals 
SPORTS BUREAU

ATLANTA

In the backdrop of the Indo-
Chinese border conflict,
Vijender Singh is determ-
ined to best his Chinese op-
ponent in his double-title
fight in Mumbai on August 5.

In the last phase of his
training in Manchester,
Vijender, who wears his love
for the Tricolour on his
sleeve, said his date with
Zulpikar Maimaitiali had to
be an important fight in his
short career in professional
boxing.

“Any fight for any title is
important. This one is also
important. It is an India
versus China fight. Everyday
you see something or the
other on the social media. It
is more of a responsibility
for me to do well in this
fight. I have to win this any-
how and show that India is
better than China,” Vijender
told The Hindu from
Manchester on Thursday.

Thirty-one-year-old
Vijender, who has remained
undefeated in his eight fights
so far, has had a dream run
since getting into profes-
sional boxing in October
2015. He won the WBO Asia
Pacfic super middleweight

title by defeating Australian
Kerry Hope in September
last year and defended it by
beating Tanzanian Francis
Cheka in December.

In order to face the 22-
year-old Maimaitiali, who
has put his WBO Oriental
title at stake and has re-
mained undefeated in seven
bouts, Vijender has adopted
some special training. “My
opponent is a southpaw. I
am training as per the re-
quirement, choosing my

sparring partners accord-
ingly. I am also working on a
few techniques.”

Under the watchful eyes
of his trainer Lee Beard,
Vijender, a World and
Olympic medallist, is getting
ready for a gruelling 10-
round bout. “My Asia Pacific
title bout and its defence
were 10-round fights. So, I
have the experience of that.
We started off with eight to
10 rounds in training and
then increased it to 10-12

rounds and 12-14 rounds. We
are reaching a good level.”

Looking ahead, Vijender
said he would like to step up
and progress to the next
level in professional boxing.
“I take one fight at a time.
But I want to climb the lad-
der and feature in a World
title fight two years down the
line,” said Vijender, who
would return to the country
by the month end ahead of
his double title fight.

‘I take one �ght at a time’
Up against the Chinese, Vijender says he has adopted some special training 
Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

Gruelling practice: Vijender, who will take on Zulpikar Maimaitiali, at a training session in
Manchester. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

It was a day when favourites
didn’t entirely cover them-
selves with glory in the 91st
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup
All-India hockey tourna-
ment, at the SDAT-Mayor
Radhakrishnan Stadium,
here on Thursday.

After BPCL huffed and
puffed to a 2-0 win over
Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu
(HUTN) in a Pool A tie,
Hockey Odisha, with an av-
erage age of 18, played way
above its level to pulled off a

4-4 draw against a formid-
able Army XI team in a Pool
B match. 

Trailing 3-0 at one stage,
Odisha exhibited wonderful
team effort and rallied in a
splendid fashion. 

The results: Pool A: BPCL 2
(Kawaljit Singh 53, Sher Singh
70) bt HUTN 0.

Pool B; Army XI 4 (A. P. Siraju
19, Binay Bhengra 29, Anselm
Hemrom 32, B. B. Machaiah
60) drew with Hockey Odisha
4 (Cyril Lugun 42, Sanjay Xalxo
45, Amit Chirmako 56, Sibren
Lakra 66).

Odisha �ghts back 
to hold Army XI 
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Himanshu Dabas fought past
Aaryesh Chauhan 13-15, 15-
14, 15-13 in the under-17 boys’
quarterfinals of the all-India
PNB Metlife junior badmin-
ton championship at the
Thyagaraj Indoor Stadium
here on Thursday.

In the girls’ under-17
quarterfinals, Priya Konjeng-
bam pipped Adya Parashar
15-12, 4-15, 15-14.

The results: Boys: U-17
(quarterfinals): Tarun Gakhad
bt Eshaan Duggal 15-14, 14-8
(retired); Himanshu Dabas bt
Aaryesh Chauhan 13-15, 15-14,
15-13; Bharag Raghav bt Ush-
aan Leo Paul 15-9, 6-15, 15-11;
Abhinn Vasisht bt Saharsh Mo-
han 13-15, 15-11, 15-12.

U-15 (quarterfinals): Shubham
Patel bt Sahil Sharma 15-10,
15-8; Akash bt Ananya Malik 15-
12, 15-13; Uneeth Krishna bt Ra-
man Kumar 11-15, 15-9, 15-13;
Manav Choudhary bt Bharat
Raghav 15-12, 13-15, 15-11. 

U-13 (semifinals): Manraj Singh

w.o. Lakshay Sharma.

Quarterfinals: Raghav bt Kabir
Verma 15-9, 15-5; Dev Mahesh-
wari bt Shaurya Pant 15-7, 15-7;
Manraj Singh bt Abhinay Sairam
15-10, 14-15, 15-14; Lakshay
Sharma bt Neer Nehwal 15-12,
15-9.

U-11 (quarterfinals): Chirag
Choudhary bt Uditya Dayall
11-8, 11-7; Devang Tomar bt
Longjam Brikson 11-7, 11-6;
Ryan Ranjan bt Naivedhay
Pandey 11-5, 11-4; Neer Nehwal
bt Manish Phogat 11-7, 11-7.

U-9 (quarterfinals): Aksh Singh
bt Sanrekh Kumar Chaurasia
11-3, 11-10; Mohammmad Ali
Mir bt Sujal Rakshit 11-9, 11-8;
Prateek Koundilya bt Vedant
Pahwa 11-4, 11-8; Rehan Ali bt
Ayush Kumar 8-11, 11-6, 11-6. 

Girls: U-17 (quarterfinals):
Priya Konjengbam bt Adya
Parashar 15-12, 4-15, 15-14;
Likhita Srivastava bt Vilinda
Huidrom 15-6, 15-11; Mihika
Bhargav bt Hanswahini Singh
15-14, 13-15, 15-10; Maheshwar-
iDevi bt Khushi Gupta 13-15, 15-
12, 15-9.

U-15 (quarterfinals): Mahesh-

wari Devi bt Leimapokpam Di-
ana Devi 15-9, 15-12; Anya
Chauhan bt Nithila Ande 7-15,
15-12, 15-10; Sakshi Phogat bt
Hazel Sehrawat 15-3, 15-13;
Aradhyaa Kushwaha bt Ho-
thrisri Thatigutla 14-15, 15-8,
15-8.

U-13 (quarterfinals): Anya
Chauhan bt Sakshi Phogat 15-
13, 15-8; Pallavi Joshi bt Unnati
Hooda 15-9, 15-9; Paridhi
Chaudhari bt Stuti Agrawal
15-8, 15-10; Hothirisri Tha-
tigutla bt Isobel Kuriyan 15-11,
15-13. 

U-11 (semifinals): Unnati
Hooda w.o. Anahat Singh;
Quarterfinals: Anahat Singh bt
Manvi 11-4, 8-11, 11-6; Anwesha
Gowda bt Saadia Sheikh 11-9,
11-7; Prashasa Bonam bt
Shravani Walekar 10-11, 11-2,
11-5; Unnati Hooda bt Angel
Punera 11-6, 11-4.

U-9 (quarterfinals): R.
Spoorthy bt Alka Arya 11-7, 11-7;
Angel Punera bt Ashlesha
Sharma 11-2, 11-1; Srija None bt
Suhina Roy 11-6, 11-6; Pihu
Negi bt Riya Vinherkar 11-3, 9-
11, 11-5.

Himanshu overcomes Aaryesh
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Italy’s Federica Pellegrini be-
came the first swimmer to
win seven medals in a single
event at the World Champi-
onships after a stunning vic-
tory in the women’s 200
metres freestyle final on
Wednesday.

On a glittering night for
Italy, Gabriele Detti won his
first World title in a close fin-
ish in the men’s 800m free-
style, an emotional Chad le
Clos of South Africa took
gold in the men’s 200m but-
terfly and Britain’s Adam
Peaty secured a breaststroke

double with 50m gold.

Pellegrini last won a
World title at the 2011 cham-
pionships, but rolled back
the years to clock one
minute 54.73s.

The oldest in the field at
28, Pellegrini stormed back
from fourth at the final turn
to take gold ahead of Katie
Ledecky of America and Aus-
tralia’s Olympic bronze
medallist Emma McKeon,
who had led until the 150m
mark. 

In the mixed 4x100m
medley relay, USA set its
second World record of the
day to take gold.

The results: Men: 200m but-
terfly: 1. Chad le Clos (RSA)
1:53.33s, 2. Laszlo Cseh (Hun)
1:53.72, 3. Daiya Seto (Jpn)
1:54.21; 50m breaststroke: 1.
Adam Peaty (GBr) 25.99, 2.
Joao Gomes Junior (Bra) 26.52,
3. Cameron van der Burgh (RSA)
26.60; 800m freestyle: 1. Gab-
riele Detti (Ita) 7:40.77, 2. Woj-
ciech Wojdak (Pol) 7:41.73, 3.
Gregorio Paltrinieri (Ita)
7:42.44.

Women: 200m freestyle: 1. Fe-
derica Pellegrini (Ita) 1:54.73s,
2. Katie Ledecky (USA) & Emma
McKeon (Aus) 1:55.18; Mixed
4x100 medley: 1. USA 3:38.56
(WR), 2. Australia 3:41.21, 3.
Canada & China 3:41.25.

Pellegrini in seventh heaven 

Did I do that? Federica Pellegrini seems to be wondering after
upstaging favourite Katie Ledecky to claim a seventh gold in
the 200m freestyle event. * AFP

Agencies
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SPORT

The Vivo ProKabaddi
League Season 5 starting
here on Friday could pose a
serious challenge not just to
the skills but also to endur-
ance and fitness levels of the
players given its three-
month long duration featur-
ing 138 matches in all.

But, the players seem to
be geared up, if the captains’
mood at the unveiling of the
winner’s trophy, is any in-
dication at the launch of the
edition here.

All the 12 men who are ex-
pected to lead their teams
from the front were present
— Rahul Chaudhari (Telugu
Titans), Surjeet Singh
(Bengal Warriors), Rohit Ku-
mar (Bangalore Bulls), Miraj
Shaik (Dabang Delhi), Man-
jeet Chillar ( Jaipur Pink Pan-
thers), Deepak Hooda (Pu-
neri Paltan), Anup Kumar (U
Mumba), Sukesh Hegde (Gu-
jarat Fortune Giants),
Surender Nada (Haryana
Steelers), Ajay Thakur
(Tamil Thalaivas), Nitin To-
mar (UP Yodha) and

Pardeep Narwal (Patna Pir-
ates) — and seem to be least
concerned about the long
season ahead. “I don’t think
the fans will get bored with
such a long League. They
would be eager to see the
stars in action and more im-
portantly, this season the
teams which start off on a
sluggish note can always
bounce back into reckoning. 

“As players we are ready
for the challenge and willing
to give our best,” said the
star raider of Telugu Titans,
which is still in search of title
having made it to the last-
four stage in all previous edi-
tions. The four new teams

which are expected to lend
variety and intensity to the
competition are UP Yoddha,
Tamil Thalaivas, Gujarat Fu-
turegiants and Haryana
Steelers.

Tamil Thailavas outfit led
by Ajay Thakur would be
one of the most watched
teams not only as it has re-
cruited a lot of youngsters
but also for the fact that it is
co-owned by Sachin Ten-
dulkar (alongwith enter-
preneur Nimmagadda
Prasad).
Friday’s schedule: Telugu Ti-
tans vs Tamil Thalaivas (8.00
p.m.) & U Mumba vs Puneri
Paltan (9.00 p.m.). 

The three-month-long season will feature 138 matches

V.V. Subrahmanyam

HYDERABAD

All for this : Team captains with the ProKabaddi league
trophy. * NAGARA GOPAL 

Teams ready for Season 5 

PKL 

A short while before Chi-
na’s FIBA Women’s Asia
Cup quarterfinal match
began here on Thursday, a
7’6” man quietly slipped
into the arena. He took a
seat in the VIP area beside
the court, and watched the
action unfold with min-
imum fuss.

Not many among the
sparse crowd were aware
that they were in the pres-
ence of an all-time great.
The man in question was
Yao Ming, eight-time NBA
all-star and Houston Rock-
ets legend.

Earlier this year, Ming
was appointed president of
the Chinese Basketball As-
sociation (CBA). He is in
the city to watch his na-
tional team’s progress in
the event. 

The 36-year-old keenly
followed every minute of
China’s lop-sided 117-43 vic-
tory over Philippines. He
even stayed on for the Ja-
pan-Chinese Taipei fixture
that followed.

Ming is expected to stay
in the city until the end of
the tournament.

Yao Ming
comes
calling

Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru

Yao Ming. * K. MURALI KUMAR

Skipper Anitha Paul Durai
(19 points) came to the party
once again to power India
past Fiji 93-51 in the FIBA
women’s Asia Cup (Division
B) quarterfinal here on
Thursday. The host faces a
tough Lebanon side in the
semifinal at the Sree
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
on Friday.

Anitha recorded her third
successive double-digit
score, allowing India to take
one step closer to earning
promotion to Division A. 

The spectators came alive
in the third-quarter, when
Poonam Chaturvedi checked
in. The 6’11” centre stood un-
der the board, received high,
lobbed passes, and dropped
the ball into the basket. The
considerably shorter Fiji de-
fence stood no chance. Poo-
nam finished the game with
10 points.

In Division A, the favour-
ites advanced to the last-four
stage. China, Japan, South
Korea and Australia have
now earned spots in the
main draw of the FIBA Wo-
men’s World Cup, which will

be held in Spain next year. 
While China and Australia

had it easy in their quarterfi-
nal outings, Japan and South
Korea were made to work. 

Japan, helped by excep-
tional transition plays and
crisp passing, took out
Chinese Taipei 73-57. South
Korea, on the other hand,

went past a fighting New
Zealand 64-49, thanks to a
late run.

The results (quarterfinals): 

Division A: China 117 (Li Yueru
19, Huang Sijing 15, Li Meng 12,
Shao Ting 12, Sun Mengran 12,
Gao Song 10) bt Philippines 43
(Afril Bernardino 11, Camille
Sambile 10); South Korea 64

(Jisu Park 19, Lim Yung Hui 14,
Joo Yeong Kwak 11) bt New
Zealand 49 (Jillian Harmon 13,
Micaela Cocks 11, Antonia Ed-
mondson 11); Australia 81
(Alanna Smith 20, Sara Blicavs
13, Stephanie Cumming 11) bt
North Korea 48 (Suk Yong Ro
22); Japan 73 (Moeko Nagaoka
28, Saki Mizushima 11, Maki
Takada 10) bt Chinese Taipei 57
(Jen Huang Ping 17). 
Division B: Uzbekistan 84 (Nat-
alya Koneva 26, Elena Khus-
nitdinova 19, Anastasiya Sev-
astyanova 16) bt Singapore 79
(Jia Min Lim 18, Jacqueline Chu
13, Cheryl Poon 13, Yukie
Yoshida 12).

Lebanon 86 (Lama Moukad-
dem 16, Nancy Maalouf 14, Nar-
ine Gyokchian 13) bt Sri Lanka
37 (Nadeeshani Kumarine Silva
17).

India 93 (Anitha Paul Durai
19, Grima Merlin 15, R. Rajapriy-
adarshini 12) bt Fiji 51 (M. Koya-
mainavure 23). 
Semifinal line-up: Division A:
South Korea v Australia; Japan
v China (Kanteerava). Division
B: Uzbekistan v Kazakhstan
(Koramangala); Lebanon v India
(Kanteerava).

India proves too good for Fiji
Favourites enter last four in Division A 

Ashwin Achal

BENGALURU

Star performer: Li Yueru top-scored for China in its rout of
Philippines in the quarter�nals on Thursday. * K. MURALI KUMAR

ASIA CUP

Grandmaster P.
Harikrishna played out a
hard-fought draw against
former World No. 2 Alexan-
der Morozevich of Russia
in the third round of the
50th Biel International
chess festival here.

After three rounds,
Harikrishna was joint
second with a 1-1/2 points. 

Harikrishna
draws with
Morozevich 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

BIEL (SWITZERLAND)

Prithvi Sekhar and Jafreen
Shaik won the mixed
doubles bronze in tennis,
with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over
the second-seeded Chinese
Taipei pair of Chun-Wei
Wang and Chiu-Mei Ho, in
the Deaflympics here on
Thursday.
The results: Women’s
doubles (third place): Tutem
Banguoglu & Asuman Saki bt
Parul

Gupta & Madhu Jaiswal
6-3, 6-2. Mixed doubles
(third place): Prithvi Sekhar &
Jafreen Shaik bt Chun-Wei
Wang & Chiu-Mei Ho (Tpe)
6-4, 6-3.

Bronze for
Prithvi 
and Jafreen 
Sports Bureau

Samsun (Turkey)

Sharath Kamal pulled RP-SG
Mavericks off to a blazing
start in an action-packed
men’s singles 11-7, 1-11, 11-7
win over Andrej Gacina, rep-
resenting Slaze Challengers.
The Indian hammered win-
ners past his equally determ-
ined rival, played his part in
the mixed doubles but was
let down by his teammates
and finished on the losing
side. 

Challengers, seven points
short of confirming a spot in
the Ceat Ultimate Table Ten-
nis semifinals, had to wait till
the sixth match to turn the
match around and qualify.

Soumyajit Ghosh was its
saviour, smashing past
Stefan Fegerl 9-11, 11-10, 11-8. 

Han Ying then rode on the
momentum created by
Ghosh to outclass Archana
Kamath in the women’s
singles. 

Challengers’ tactic of field-
ing quality players in the lat-
ter stages paid off, resulting

in a 15-12 victory. 
Dabang Smashers, Falcon

TTC, and Maharashtra
United booked the other
three semifinal berths.
The result:

Slaze Challengers bt RP-SG
Mavericks 15-12 (Andrez Gacina

lost to Sharath Kamal 7-11, 11-1,
7-11; Mouma Das lost to Sabine
Winter 8-11, 9-11, 11-8; Li Peng
& Mouma lost to Sharath &
Sofia Polcanova 7-11, 5-11, 11-9;
Gacina lost to Stefan Fegerl
11-2, 7-11, 8-11; Petrissa Solija
lost to Winter 10-11, 11-4, 6-11;

Soumyajit Ghosh bt Fegerl 9-11,
11-10, 11-8; Han Ying bt Archana
Kamath 11-5, 11-6, 11-4; Li Ping
bt Tiago Apolonia 11-4, 11-9, 11-
10; Han Ying bt Policanova 11-3,

11-8, 10-11).
Semifinal line-up: Falcons TTC
vs Maharashtra United; Slaze
Challengers vs Dabang
Smashers.

Ghosh plays Challengers’ saviour
Team books fourth semi�nal spot; Sharath Kamal’s heroics go in vain for Mavericks 

Unlucky: Sharath Kamal played his part for Mavericks but
ended up on the losing side. * PTI

Nandakumar Marar

MUMBAI

Kapil Dev showed a

preference for sliced returns

during an exhibition table

tennis game against

Kamlesh Mehta during the

Ultimate Table Tennis

Mumbai leg. 

The cricketer later spoke

about the need for

youngsters to enjoy sport

before setting personal

goals. He said: “Learn to

enjoy playing your sport,

whether table tennis or any

other, before thinking of

targets like representing the

nation. If you enjoy playing,

have the talent, results will

come naturally.” Known for

his natural ability to play

different sports, the easy

swing of shoulders and

power in Kapil’s wrist was

evident in his looping

returns across the net.

Kapil Dev’s advice
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI 
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James Cameron plans
new Terminator trilogy
LOS ANGELES

Filmmaker James Cameron

has revealed that he is

considering relaunching the

Terminator franchise. The

director helmed and co-

wrote both 1984’s original

Terminator and 1991’s

Terminator 2: Judgment Day.

He is in discussion with David

Ellison, who is the current

rights holder globally for the

Terminator franchise. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Hand-pulled rickshaws
get Durga Puja branding
KOLKATA

Celebrated in Bimal Roy’s Do

Bigha Zamin, the once

ubiquitous hand-pulled

rickshaws of Kolkata have

found a special place in Durga

Puja branding this year. An

initiative of the Kashi Bose

Durga Puja Committee, a

score of these rickshaws have

been decked up in cloth

ruffles and tassels. IANS

A billion people use
WhatsApp daily 
NEW DELHI

WhatsApp has globally

garnered one billion daily

active users who transfer over

55 billion messages and one

billion videos every day, the

company said on Thursday.

The Facebook-owned app has

over 1.3 billion monthly active

users, the company said, and

it supports 60 languages

globally. IANS

A Japanese historian who
helped Cambodians pre-
serve the Angkor temples
and a Sri Lankan teacher
who counselled war widows
and orphans to overcome
their nightmares are among
the six winners of this year’s
Ramon Magsaysay Awards,
regarded as Asia’s version of
the Nobel Prize. 

The other recipients
named Thursday are an In-
donesian working for the re-
turn of large tracts of forest
land to indigenous com-
munities, a Singaporean who
leads the cooking of 6,000
meals a day for the destitute,
a Philippine theatre group
which stood up to a dictator-
ship and a Filipino who over-
saw the opening of job-gen-
erating export processing
zones. The awards, named
after a Philippine president
who died in a 1957 plane
crash, are to be presented in
Manila on August 31. 

The winners were un-
afraid to take on large causes
and “refused to give up, des-
pite meagre resources,

daunting adversity and
strong opposition,” said Car-
mencita Abella, president of
the Ramon Magsaysay Award
Foundation.

Work of a lifetime
Yoshiaki Ishizawa, a 79-year-
old scholar of Southeast
Asian history who has
served as president of Ja-
pan’s Sophia University, de-
voted 50 years of his life to
help preserve Cambodia’s
Angkor Wat temple. 

Conservation work at An-
gkor Wat was suspended for
years under the Khmer
Rouge. When the group fell
from power in 1979, violence
had decimated the pool of
Cambodian conservationists.

Mr. Ishizawa led an effort in
Japan and Cambodia to save
the temple, putting Cambod-
ians at the centre of the ef-
fort, the foundation said. 

Gethsie Shanmugam, 82,
a teacher and psychological
counsellor from Sri Lanka’s
Tamil community, won for
braving bombings and
threats of arrests in conflict
zones to counsel war wid-
ows, orphans and children
traumatised by three dec-
ades of brutal civil war in her
country, the foundation said. 

Abdon Nababan from In-
donesia’s Sumatra Island
was cited for leading an ef-
fort to return state-con-
trolled forest land to indigen-
ous communities. 

Singaporean businessman
Tony Tay, who was aban-
doned by his father as a child
and brought by his homeless
mother to an orphanage,
won the award for organ-
ising volunteers starting in
1983 to cook and distribute
thousands of free meal packs
every day to feed the elderly,
migrant workers and low-in-
come families. 

Coming from a family of
Philippine government offi-
cials, Lilia de Lima oversaw
the opening of hundreds of
job-generating export pro-
cessing zones across the
country as head of the Phil-
ippine Economic Zone Au-
thority, earning her the
award. 

The private Philippine
Educational Theatre Associ-
ation was founded in 1967
with an initial aim of creating
a national theatre but served
as an artistic platform for
protest when dictator
Ferdinand Marcos declared
martial law five years later.
Its advocacies through the
arts have since expanded to
gender issues and disaster
preparedness. 

82-year-old Sri Lankan teacher
wins Ramon Magsaysay award
Gethsie Shanmugam is among six honorees chosen this year for serving society

Associated Press

Manila

Gethsie Shanmugam, left, and Yoshiaki Ishizawa

Arundhati Roy’s latest work
of fiction, The Ministry of Ut-
most Happiness, has made it
to the longlist of this year’s
Man Booker Prize.

The judges described the
book as “a rich and vital
book” that “comes from the
bowels of India” and has “re-
markable scale” and “ex-
traordinary style and
intelligence”.

The author’s debut novel,
God of Small Things, won the
Booker Prize in 1997. Ms.
Roy is joined by four previ-
ously shortlisted writers —
Ali Smith (2001, Hotel World;
2005, The Accidental; and
2014, How to Be Both); Zadie
Smith (2005, On Beauty), Se-
bastian Barry (2005, A Long
Long Way Down; 2008, The
Secret Scripture; and long-
listed in 2011 for On Canaan’s
Side) and Mohsin Hamid
(2007, The Reluctant Funda-
mentalist). 

“Only when we’d finally
selected our 13 novels did
we fully realise the huge en-
ergy, imagination and vari-
ety in them as a group. The

longlist showcases a diverse
spectrum — not only of
voices and literary styles but
of protagonists too, in their
culture, age and gender.
Nevertheless we found there
was a spirit common to all
these novels: though their
subject matter might be tur-
bulent, their power and
range were life-affirming — a
tonic for our times.

“Together their authors —
both recognised and new —
explore an array of literary
forms and techniques, from
those working in a tradi-
tional vein to those who aim
to move the walls of fiction,”

Lola Young, the chair of this
year’s judges, said.

Other writers on the list
include Emily Fridlund from
U.S. (History of Wolves), Mike
McCormack from Ireland
(Solar Bones), Jon McGregor
from U.K. (Reservoir 13),
Fiona Mozley from U.K. (El-
met), George Saunders from
U.S. (Lincoln in the Bardo)
Kamila Shamsie from U.K.
and Pakistan (Home Fire)
and Colson Whitehead from
U.S. (The Underground
Railroad).

144 entries
The list, which was drawn
up from 144 submissions
published in the U.K.
between October 1, 2016,
and September 30, 2017,
was selected by a panel of
five judges: Baroness Lola
Young, literary critic Lila
Azam Zanganeh, Man
Booker Prize shortlisted
novelist Sarah Hall, artist
Tom Phillips and travel
writer Colin Thubron. The
winner gets a prize of
£50,000. A shortlist of six
books will be announced on
September 13.

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness commended for style

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Arundhati Roy

Arundhati Roy’s latest 
in Man Booker longlist

Pink and yellow wildflowers
burst from a lush bed of
grass hidden from public
view for more than a cen-
tury. Towering trees and
snow-capped mountains en-
circle the wild meadow,
beckoning visitors to a
largely untouched piece of
California’s Sierra Nevada. 

Conservation groups
bought the land in Lower
Carpenter Valley north of
Lake Tahoe and are opening
it for tours. It contains rare
carnivorous plants and
threatened birds and serves
as a migration corridor for
other species. 

Bird songs and the gurgle
of a serpentine creek
provide the soundtrack in
the meadow a few kilo-
metres from noisy Interstate
80. The ground suddenly
turns spongy underfoot as
visitors step onto a deep bog
that has formed along parts
of the valley floor. 

“It literally is a secret
garden,” said Kathy Englar,
the Truckee Donner Land
Trust’s development dir-
ector. 

The Lake Tahoe region
regularly draws tens of thou-
sands of people to ski, hike
and camp, but the piece of
land along a creek near
Truckee has been kept be-
hind locked gates along a
winding dirt road. 

The trust and the Nature
Conservancy, with other
partners, bought more than
5 sq.km. from the longtime
owners for $10.3 million.
The partnership bought 600
acres in mid-July, but that

area is so sensitive it will ini-
tially be open only for
guided visits. It includes
about two-thirds of the vast
meadow. It acquired about
half the property last year,
637 acres known as Crabtree
Canyon, that is now open to
hiking and mountain biking. 

Sensitive habitat
The partners have a contract
to buy a final 80-acre parcel. 

The sensitive 600-acre
site includes “these incred-

ibly verdant habitat areas
with fens, they call them,
these seeps and springs,”
said Elliott Wright, senior as-
sociate director of philan-
thropy for the Nature Con-
servancy. 

The delicate wetlands are
home to rare native sundew,
small carnivorous plants that
attract insects to sticky
residue on their leaves. 

The North Fork of Prosser
Creek is fed by snow and
lined by willows and once
was home to native
Lahontan cutthroat trout, a
threatened species that
could be reintroduced if no
natural population has re-
mains. The willows provide
habitat for 40 of the 270
known nesting pairs of wil-
low flycatchers, a small in-
sect-eating bird once was
common in the Sierra
Nevada, Mr. Wright said. 

The valley was initially
settled by dairyman William
Carpenter and his wife, Julia.
It was purchased in the
mid-20th century by a group
of fishermen, including
newspaper publisher James
McClatchy, who used it as a
private retreat. 

‘Secret garden’ opens after a century
The delicate wetlands near Lake Tahoe in Sierra Nevada are home to rare species 
Associated Press

Truckee

Pristine spot: The North Fork of Prosser Creek �ows through
the Lower Carpenter Valley near Truckee, California. * AP

South Korean President
Moon Jae-In has welcomed
a new member into his
family: Tory, a black mutt
who was reportedly
headed for the dinner table
before being rescued two
years ago.

The pooch’s previous
owner was an old man no-
torious for abusing dogs
and eating them, according
to CARE, the animal rights
group responsible for res-
cuing Tory.

Mr. Moon, an animal
lover who had pledged to
adopt Tory during his pres-
idential campaign, wel-
comed the animal home on
Wednesday, his office said
in a statement.

S. Korea’s
Moon adopts
abused dog
Agence France-Presse

Seoul

An Indian scientist at MIT
has developed a sticker-like
wearable sensor that can de-
tect sexual assault in real
time and quickly alert the
victim’s friends and family
and people nearby.

The sensor, which can be
attached to any piece of
clothing like a sticker, could
be trained to learn the differ-
ence between when a person
is undressing themselves and
when they are being force-

fully disrobed, said Manisha
Mohan, research assistant at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, U.S. 

This allows the sensor to
detect signs of an assault
even when the victim is un-
conscious or not in the posi-
tion to fight the assaulter.

An integrated bluetooth
connected to a smartphone
app can trigger a loud noise
to alert people nearby and
send out a distress signals to
pre-set numbers of family
members or emergency ser-

vices. The sensor works in
two modes. 

In the passive mode, the
wearer is assumed to be con-

scious and can set off loud
alarms or distress calls on
their own by touching a but-
ton when they encounter an

back in your dorm by 6:30
p.m.,” Ms. Mohan said. 

“Instead of asking them to
remain indoors I think we
should provide more safety
for them,” she said. The tech-
nology can seamlessly integ-
rate with existing clothing to
respond to initial signs of as-
sault such as forced disrob-
ing, researchers said. “The
proposed solutions aim to
combat child sexual abuse,
college campus assault and
abuse of elderly and dis-
abled,” Ms. Mohan said.

password within the next 20
seconds, the smartphone
app can automatically send
distress signals to family or
friends, along with the loca-
tion of the victim.

Personal experience
Ms. Mohan’s experience as
an engineering student in
Chennai inspired her to cre-
ate the device, she said. 

“Female students on cam-
pus were not allowed to
work beyond certain hours.
You were expected to be

approaching threat. In the
active mode, the sensor tries
to detect signals from the ex-
ternal environment.

For example, if somebody
is trying to remove the cloth-
ing of a person, a message is
sent to the smartphone ask-
ing if the person consents. 

If the smartphone user
does not respond within 30
seconds, the phone begins to
emit a loud noise to alert
people nearby.

If the victim does not stop
this alarm using a predefined

Indian student at MIT makes wearable sensor to prevent assault 
Manisha Mohan’s device can alert people nearby with a loud noise or send distress signals to the smartphones of friends and family

Press Trust of India

Boston/Chennai

The sensor can be attached to any piece of clothing. * MIT

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
on Thursday became the
world’s richest person, as a
jump in the share price of
the U.S. tech giant enabled
him to overtake Microsoft
founder Bill Gates, Forbes
magazine estimated.

The magazine said its
real-time tracking of per-
sonal fortunes showed Mr.
Bezos with a net worth of
$90.5 billion, ahead of the
$90 billion for Mr. Gates.

Diverse business
Mr. Bezos owns around 17%
of the equity of Amazon,
which has been expanding
from its original mission as
an online retailer to a diver-
sified tech firm in cloud
computing, online video,

computing hardware and ar-
tificial intelligence.

The company also re-
cently announced plans to
acquire U.S. grocer Whole
Foods, which could help
Amazon expand in that
sector.

Amazon shares were up
1.7% at $1,070.72 and have
risen some 24% over the

past four months, adding
some $17 billion to the net
worth of the 53-year-old
Bezos.

FB founder catching up
According to Forbes, Mr.
Gates has been the richest
person in the magazine’s an-
nual rankings in March for
the past four years and 18 of
the past 22 years. Mexican
telecom magnate Carlos
Slim overtook Mr. Gates
from 2010 to 2013.

Among the billionaires
gaining ground is Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg,
who has an estimated worth
of some $72.9 billion.

While most of Mr. Bezos’s
wealth is in Amazon, he also
owns the private space firm
Blue Origin and the Washing-
ton Post newspaper.

Forbes says he has overtaken Microsoft founder Bill Gates

Agence France-Presse

New York

Je� Bezos

‘Bezos is world’s richest person’
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