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As the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) was ushered in on
July 1, no one would have
imagined that it might have
adverse consequences for
the environment. But with
the tax rate on recycled
plastic shooting up from
5.5% to 18% post-GST,
ragpicking as a livelihood is
turning unviable.

Take the case of
Nagaratna and her self-help
group (SHG) at
Mahadevapura. Nearly a
month post-GST, the
Mahadevapura Mahila
Okkuta, a collection of 17
SHGs that collects and
segregates waste in

Garudacharpalya in
Bengaluru, is staring at a
sharp erosion of earnings.
Before GST, they had

consistently made ₹30,000
as surplus. “This month it is
zero,” says Nagaratna. “We
have been collecting and
recycling for over 12 years
now. We have never faced a
situation like this. We’ve
even had to cut down on the
lunch we give our workers.”

After GST came in, the
18% tax on waste plastic has
sparked a downward spiral
in prices in the recycling
markets. Plastic recyclers,
faced with the new tax, are
protecting their margins by
slashing prices at which they
buy from thousands of waste
managers and ragpickers.
The price of mixed plastic is
down from ₹19 per kg to
around ₹13 now. PET bottles

fetch ₹17 per kg, as against
₹22 last month; empty milk
covers sell at barely ₹7 per
kg, down from ₹16; glass
bottles (750 ml) go for 50
paise per kg, instead of the
₹1.5 per undamaged bottle,
say waste collectors.

Already thin margins
“We work on tiny margins,
of barely ₹1.50 per kg
recycled. We can only hope
that this is temporary. As an
informal sector, not many
have Taxpayer Identification
Numbers. Taxes paid by the
recyclers are recovered from
us,” says Mansoor Ahmed
Ghouse, who manages a
centre where 12 workers
process 2.5 tonnes of waste

daily. Similarly, Hasiru Dala,
an organisation of waste
workers that manages 43
centres, says civic workers
have cut plastics sale to
collection centres as prices
are “no longer lucrative.”

At Jali Mohalla, an open
market for recyclable
products, the lower
demand, coupled with the
“sudden introduction of
confusing taxes” has
resulted in reduced
purchases of waste.

A little higher up the
recycling chain, Rasool Khan
of KK Plastics, which
fashions recycled waste into
bitumen, says the tax hike
has made its products
uncompetitive. 
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Post-GST, heavy sacks and small change 
Ragpickers encounter a steep fall in earnings as recyclers protect margins, pay less for plastic waste

Mohit M. Rao

Bengaluru

Ragpickers are having to
work more for less. 

There is no proof of the

death of 39 Indians 

in Iraq, says Sushma 

page 10 

Jaitley says Opposition

raising objections to

grab media attention 

page 10 

Donald Trump says U.S.

military will not take 

in transgender people 

page 12 

Dhawan and Pujara hit

centuries as India

dominates day one 

page 15 

On Wednesday evening as
Janata Dal (United) leader
Nitish Kumar resigned as
Chief Minister of Bihar,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi welcomed the move
that effectively ended the
coalition that had handed a
comprehensive defeat to the
BJP in 2015. 

“For joining the war
against corruption, I
congratulate Nitish Kumar.
The 1.25 billion citizens of
India welcome and support
honesty. For the nation and
specifically for Bihar’s bright
future we must rise above
political differences and
fight against corruption.
This is the need of the hour,”
he tweeted, just minutes
after Mr. Kumar tendered
his resignation at the Raj
Bhavan in Patna to Governor
Keshari Nath Tripathi. 

The BJP’s parliamentary
board, headed by Mr. Modi,
was meeting at the time the
events related to the
resignation were playing out
in Patna. 

It interrupted the
proceedings midway and
issued a statement that left
no one in any doubt that the
party was eager to extend
support to Mr. Kumar. “We
are not in favour of mid-
term polls and have set up a
three-member committee to
make an assessment of the
political situation after
which we will take a call,”
said the Board’s secretary
and Union Health Minister
J.P. Nadda. 

The committee will
include BJP State unit
president Nityananda Rai,
senior leaders Sushil Modi
and Prem Kumar. 

Need of the hour: PM 
Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

The Centre on Wednesday
told the Supreme Court that
privacy was indeed a funda-
mental right, but a “wholly
qualified” one.

This led a nine-judge Con-
stitution Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar on Wednesday to
sum up Attorney-General
K.K. Venugopal’s submission
thus: “You are saying that
right to privacy is a funda-
mental right. But not every
aspect of it [privacy] is a fun-
damental right. It depends
on a case-to-case basis.” Mr.

Venugopal agreed to the
court’s interpretation of the
government stand.

The acknowledgement
from the Centre came after

several hours of walking on
the very brink of conceding
that right to privacy is a fun-
damental right. 

Earlier, the court kept
prodding Mr. Venugopal to
make the government’s posi-
tion clear. At one point,
Chief Justice Khehar even
said that the reference to the
nine-judge Bench could be
closed if the Centre agreed
that privacy was a funda-
mental freedom.

Privacy is a fundamental but
wholly quali�ed right: Centre
Nine-judge Bench prods AG to make govt. stand clear 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Attorney-General agreed
to the court’s interpretation
of the Centre’s stand. 

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

PRIVACY NOT AN ABSOLUTE

RIGHT, SAY OPPOSITION-RULED

STATES A PAGE 10 

The ruling coalition in Bihar
collapsed on Wednesday
with Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar submitting his resigna-
tion to Governor Keshari
Nath Tripathi, saying indir-
ectly that his tenure was no
longer tenable as Tejashwi
Yadav, his deputy from the
Rashtriya Janata Dal who was
facing corruption charges,
had refused to resign.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi immediately hailed Mr.
Kumar’s uncompromising
stand on corruption, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party exten-
ded support to the JD(U) to
form the next government. 

With the JD(U) and the BJP
unwilling to face a mid-term
poll, the BJP late in the even-
ing handed over to the Gov-
ernor a letter extending sup-
port to Mr. Kumar. 

State BJP chief Nityanand
Rai and senior leader Sushil
Kumar Modi drove to the Raj
Bhavan and handed over the
letter to Mr. Tripathi.

In all likelihood, Mr. Ku-
mar will take oath on
Thursday as Chief Minister of
the National Democratic Alli-
ance government with the
BJP in the new coalition. The
swearing-in will take place at
Raj Bhavan at 5 p.m. 

However, the RJD indic-
ated it would not give up
without a fight. Mr. Tejashwi
Yadav tweeted that as the

single largest party, it would
also stake claim to form the
government, ANI reported.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Ku-
mar told journalists after
meeting the Governor: “I
tried my best to work for the
development of Bihar, but
now it has become im-
possible for me to lead the al-
liance government. It is the
voice of my conscience. This

is the way I’ve been working
all my career.” 

The Governor accepted
the resignation and asked
him to continue as the acting
CM. According to Mr. Kumar,
he tried his utmost in the last
17 days to find a way out. “I
spoke to Laluji… I had a
meeting with Tejashwi and I
also spoke to Rahul Gandhi
for a way out but nothing

happened... Whenever I
spoke to Laluji the message
was that we are in trouble
and please help… but it is a
self-created problem and it
must be explained, but even
that did not happen.” 

(With PTI inputs) 

Bihar mega alliance collapses, Nitish back with BJP

Changed equations: Nitish Kumar addressing journalists after submitting his resignation to the Governor in Patna on
Wednesday. At right is Lalu Prasad and Tejashwi Yadav in Patna. * RANJEET KUMAR 

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

■ JD(U) leader stakes claim to form govt. with BJP

backing after quitting earlier on Tejashwi issue

■ BJP hands over letter of support to Governor,

says it wants to avoid a mid-term election

■ RJD hits back, says it will also stake claim as it is

the single largest party in the State Assembly

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

NITISH HAS SLAPPED THE 

PEOPLE OF BIHAR: LALU A PAGE 11

Rajesh Doshi thanks rescue workers on being pulled out on Wednesday, after spending almost 14 hours in the debris of a building that
collapsed in Mumbai. The �re brigade swung into action hearing his call to his son from the rubble. * SANDEEP RASAL (REPORT ON PAGE 7)
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Light at last 

The Board of the troubled
home grown e-commerce gi-
ant Snapdeal will send de-
tails of the buyout proposal
received from rival Flipkart
to all its shareholders, seek-
ing their comments, The
Hindu has learnt.

Snapdeal counts Ratan
Tata, PremjiInvest, Ontario
Teachers’ Pension Plan, Fox-
conn, Temasek and Black-
Rock among its many in-
vestors. 

‘Almost through’
“The deal is almost through
but the Board wants to seek
views and comments from
shareholders,” a person
aware of the development

said. The person added that
the move was aimed at
building consensus among
all investors as sought by

Flipkart. “Also, the Board is
not unanimous in its opin-
ion, so all the investors will
be asked for feedback,” an-
other source said, adding
that co-founders Kunal Bahl
and Rohit Bansal were resist-
ing the takeover bid. 

Earlier bid rejected 
Flipkart, it is learnt, offered
between $900 million-$950
million for Snapdeal, after
its earlier bid of $800 mil-
lion-$850 million was rejec-
ted on grounds that it under-
valued Snapdeal. The source
said Snapdeal was reaching
out to shareholders, who
would be given a week to re-
spond. 

Aims to build consensus on Flipkart’s $900 mn buyout o�er 

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Snapdeal seeks investors’ views 

Axis Bank, the third-largest
private sector lender, is set
to acquire payment
application FreeCharge from
Snapdeal. The deal, pegged
at ₹350 crore-₹400 crore, is
likely to be announced on
Thursday, people familiar
with the development said.

Axis Bank to snap
up FreeCharge
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CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 

MANOJIT SAHA

Mumbai

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 

DELHI METRO A 6 PAGES 

Two Bills pending final ap-
proval after being passed by
the Delhi Assembly in 2015
are likely to be tabled again
in the next session starting
August 8, with the AAP gov-
ernment expected to remove
the portions that the Centre
had objected to.

The Delhi (Right of Citizen
to Time Bound Delivery of
Services) Amendment Bill,
2015, and the Minimum
Wages (Delhi) Amendment
Bill, 2015, are among the 14
Bills passed by the Assembly
that the Centre is yet to clear.

While the remaining Bills
are either with the Centre or
with the Delhi government

pending clarification, these
two Bills were sent back with
an objection to the definition
of government. 

The Bills had proposed to
change the definition from
“Lieutenant-Governor of the
National Capital Territory of
Delhi” to the “Government
of the National Capital Territ-
ory of Delhi”, referring to
the elected government.

Delhi Law Minister
Kailash Gahlot said the defin-
ition of government would
be changed back to the old
one. As the apex court is
hearing a case on the powers
of the Delhi government and
the L-G, the issue would get
resolved later, he said.

Delhi govt backs o�; to 
re-table 2 pending Bills
Damini Nath

NEW DELHI

SEE ALSO DELHI METRO A PAGE 1

NEARBY

Five crushed as truck
rams SUV on NH-24
NEW DELHI

Five people, including two

children, were killed while

four others were injured after

an MCD truck hit their car on

National Highway-24 early

on Wednesday morning. The

truck driver �ed after the

accident. 

DELHI METRO A PAGE 1
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‘Stone-throwing cases
curbed in Valley’
NEW DELHI

The number of stone-

throwing incidents in the

Kashmir Valley have come

down to half this year

because of the “e�ective”

action taken by security

forces and investigation

agencies against separatists

and others, CRPF chief R.R.

Bhatnagar said.

NEWS A PAGE 10
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Flash �ood wreaks havoc
in Pali village
DHOLA (PALI)

About 20 houses have

collapsed in the twin Dhola

Sasan-Dhola Jageer villages,

situated 38 km from Pali in

south-western Rajasthan, in

the �ash �ood that struck the

area because of the sudden

swelling of the nearby

Ganwai pond. The occupants

of the houses had a narrow

escape. About 100 people

trapped on rooftops and

perched atop trees were

evacuated by the NDRF

teams, which arrived by

boats. 

NATION A PAGE 6
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



DELHI Timings

Thursday, July 27

RISE 05:40 SET 19:15

RISE 09:32 SET 22:11

Friday, July 28

RISE 05:41 SET 19:15

RISE 10:29 SET 22:47

Saturday, July 29

RISE 05:41 SET 19:14

RISE 11:24 SET 23:23
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The Odisha Cabinet on Wed-
nesday decided to establish
Special Development Coun-
cils for nine tribal dominated
districts of Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Sundergarh, Kand-
hamal, Gajapati, Koraput,
Rayagada, Malkangiri and
Nabarangpur.

Announcing the decision
at the end of the Cabinet

meeting, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik told
presspersons that these
councils will take up cul-
tural, educational and eco-
nomic development in har-
mony with the unique
identity and ethos of the
people.

“In a democratic system
based on majority, it is our
experience that many small
tribal groups do not get rep-

resented directly in higher
decision making. It is in this
context that the formation of
these councils is significant,”
said Mr. Patnaik.

A landmark step
The councils will have rep-
resentation from every tribe
present in the district and
will have decision-making
powers and financial re-
sources to preserve, pro-

mote and develop their
unique socio-cultural identit-
ies and their economic capa-
cities, he added.

Stating that all the 62
tribes in the State will have
representation in these
councils, Mr. Patnaik said:
“This will be a landmark step
towards empowerment of
every tribe – irrespective of
the size of their population.
It will help preserve honour

students in residential
schools and the State is lead-
ing the country in settlement
of land under the Forest
Rights Act, Mr. Patnaik said.

Tribals in Odisha consti-
tute 22% of the State’s popu-
lation and nearly 10% of the
nation’s tribal population. Of
the 62 distinct STs in the
State, 13 belong to the partic-
ularly vulnerable tribal
groups.

and celebrate the unique cul-
tural identity of every tribe
while bringing about truly in-
clusive growth.”

Mr. Patnaik informed that
about ₹1.5 crore will be allot-
ted to each block under
these councils, and a total of
₹175.50 crores will be spent
per annum. “This is over and
above the already existing
schemes.”

Odisha has five lakh tribal

Odisha plans development councils for tribal areas
Will have representation from every tribe present in the district and possess decision-making powers: Naveen 
Prafulla Das

BHUBANESWAR

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy them-
selves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this news-
paper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or
services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this
newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or
damages for advertisements in this newspaper.

With large parts of the
catchment area of the
Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion (DVC) inundated by
water released through its
barrages, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday
urged the central govern-
ment to revamp the DVC.

“We are repeatedly ask-
ing the central government
to clean and dredge the old
barrages of DVC. The capa-
city of these barrages has
reduced due to sedimenta-
tion. The dams that should
be able to contain another
two-lakh cusecs of water,
are not able to do so. The
central government should
revamp the DVC,” Ms
Banerjee said.

Revamp DVC
dam, Mamata
tells Centre

Special Correspondent

Kolkata
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Sukhbir demands debt
waiver to stop suicides 
AJNALA

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)

president Sukhbir Singh

Badal on Wednesday

demanded immediate waiver

of all farmers’ loans to “stem

the wave of suicides” in the

State. Asserting that the SAD

would not rest till the

Congress government

executed a complete loan

waiver as promised by the

Chief Minister, he said the

party would soon draw up an

agitation programme for the

same. PTI

IN BRIEF

Girl student raped by
hostel manager 
KOTA 

A 17-year-old girl student

from Maharashtra was

repeatedly raped here by the

manager of her hostel, who

has been arrested. The victim,

who was undergoing

coaching at a leading institute

for the last two years, was

repeatedly raped by the

hostel manager in Kota’s

Indira Vihar area under the

Jawaharnagar police station.
PTI

Brandishing gun, criminal
flees from custody 
SAMBHAL (UP)

A notorious criminal managed

to flee from police custody

after he snatched the pistol

of one of the policeman and

opened fire. The incident,

which took place in

Baniyather police station

area, resulted in two

policeman getting seriously

injured. PTI

Senior Congress leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala on
Wednesday accused Mano-
har Lal Khattar led-BJP gov-
ernment in Haryana of be-
traying the interests of small
and medium home owners
by allegedly diluting the Real
Estate (Regulation and De-
velopment) Act, 2016
(RERA).

“The BJP government has
played into the hands of
builders lobby by sacrificing
the claims of ordinary home
owners at the altar of polit-
ical expediency,” said Mr.
Surjewala in a statement
here. 

Mr. Sujewala alleged that
the BJP government has
taken out 95% of the ongoing
projects out of purview of
the RERA, in spite of objec-
tions raised by NGOs and a

large section of people.
“Congress brought RERA for
ensuring time-bound com-
pletion of projects, account-
ability of builder and a sys-
tematic reform where
ordinary home owner could
stand up to the might of the

rich builders lobby, while
the BJP government on the
other hand has demolished
the very edifice with a single
stroke,” said Mr. Surjewala. 

Add to complicity
The State government’s de-
cision of equating the ‘Occu-
pation Certificate’ with the
‘Completion Certificate’ in
the Haryana RERA Rules
would only add to compli-
city,” Mr. Sujewala said,
pointing out that to equate
the two is only to subserve
the interests of the builders
lobby at the cost of ordinary
investor.

The Haryana Cabinet,
which met under the chair-
manship of Mr. Khattar had
on Tuesday approved the fi-
nal Haryana Real Estate (Reg-
ulation and Development),
Rules 2017. 

The draft Haryana (Regu-

lation and Development),
Rules, 2017 were notified
vide Haryana government
gazette notification on April
28, 2017, for inviting sugges-
tions and objections from
the public and others stake-
holders. 

PTI adds: Mr. Surjewala
also said that the govern-
ment needs to explain the
reason for “changing the
definitions” of terms ‘ex-
ternal development works’
and ‘internal development
works’ under the Haryana
Development and Regula-
tion of Urban Areas Act,
1975.

He said that the “double
whammy” of the BJP govern-
ment is in amending the
definition of term ‘ongoing
project’ to create “multiple
loopholes for benefit of the
rich and resourceful builders
lobby”.

Congress accuses Haryana
govt. of ‘diluting’ RERA
Hits out at BJP for betraying interests of small and medium home owners

Randeep Singh Surjewala

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Wednes-
day stressed that a peaceful
solution to the Ram Janamb-
hoomi-Babri Masjid issue
should be found through bi-
lateral talks.

Both parties must abide
by the Supreme Court’s ad-
vice regarding negotiations,
said Adityanath who was on
a visit here. He added that
the government would take
care of the sentiments of
both Hindus as well as
Muslims.

In his speech, the Chief
Minister referred to Indone-
sia and said it was the
biggest Muslim country
where Ramayana was
celebrated.

Indonesians have accep-
ted Islam as a way to wor-
ship God, but they are still
very much attached to their
old tradition of Ramayana,
he said.

Adityanath also said that
the Union government is
thinking seriously to con-
struct a Ram Sethu (Adam
Bridge) connecting India to
Lanka to give a full and final
shape to Ramayana circuit.

He said the Ramayana cir-
cuit will connect all cultural
and traditional centres men-
tioned in the epic, adding
that the circuit would be ex-
tended to Rameshwaram.

The Centre as well as the
State government are devel-
oping all spots which are tra-
ditionally and culturally con-
nected with the Hindu
religion, he said.

Adityanath was in Ayod-
hya to pay tributes to Ram
Mandir movement leader
Ram Chandra Das Param-
hans whose death an-
niversary falls today (Wed-
nesday). 

‘Both parties must abide by SC’s advice regarding negotiations’

Press trust of India

Ayodhya

Resolve Ayodhya issue through
talks, says Yogi Adityanath

An accused in the infamous
Vyapam scam, related to rig-
ging of entrance examina-
tions conducted by the Mad-
hya Pradesh Professional
Examination Board (MPPEB)
allegedly committed suicide
on Wednesday.

Praveen Yadav (27),
named as an accused in the

case in 2012, hanged himself
at his house at Maharajpur
near Morena town, the po-
lice said.

In July 2015, the Supreme
Court had ordered a CBI
probe into all Vyapam scam
cases after several persons -
accused or witnesses - died
under suspicious circum-
stances following uncovering
of the racket.

“Praveen took this ex-
treme step as he had been
grilled in the case many
times. He was distressed be-
cause of it,” said Ramkumar
Yadav, a relative, speaking to
reporters.

Praveen had gained ad-
mission to the MBBS course
at Gwalior’s Gajra Raje Gov-
ernment Medical College
after clearing Pre-Medical

Test (PMT) conducted by the
MPPEB, popularly known by
its Hindi acronym ‘Vyapam’,
in 2008-09.

When the scam came to
light, the STFwhich was
probing the case then
named him as an accused.

“We have registered a
case of suicide,” said Ajay
Channa, in-charge of Civil
Lines police station. 

Vyapam scam accused commits suicide 
CBI is probing the scam cases after several persons died mysteriously

Press Trust of India

Morena (MP) 

The Uttar Pradesh police on
Wednesday busted a fake
homeopathy medicine man-
ufacturing unit in a Meerut
village. 

A police team raided the
house of Radhe in Saini vil-
lage where he and his asso-
ciates used to manufacture
fake medicines of Dr. Reck-
eweg and Company, a prom-
inent German homoe-
opathic medicine brand.

A large number of empty

bottles and printouts of the
brand have been seized. 

Copyright violation
According to the police,
Radhe and the others have
been booked for cheating,
and trademark and copy-
right violation.

“We received a complaint
from some officials of Dr.
Reckeweg and Company on
Tuesday that a factory being
run in Saini village was illeg-
ally manufacturing medi-
cines to treat gall bladder

stones. After getting the
complaint, we raided the
house owned by Radhe,” a
police officer said.

“The factory had a tailor-
ing shop signboard outside.
But when we raided the fact-
ory, we found thousands of
empty bottles and fake la-
bels of the brand. The cul-
prits managed to flee from
the spot before the raid,” he
added.

The police have sealed
the factory and are conduct-
ing raids to arrest Radhe. 

Fake homeopathy medicine
manufacturing unit busted 
Medicines of a prominent German brand were being made

Staff Reporter

Meerut

A week after a resident of
Bhokarhedi village in Muzaf-
farnagar, Naseem Ahmad,
was shot dead for marrying
a woman of another faith,
the city police on Tuesday
arrested the father and son
duo who were accused of
killing him. 

Ajay Sahdev, Superintend-
ent of Police, Muzaffarnagar
(Rural) told The Hindu on
phone that Rajesh, with his
son Pradeep and other fam-
ily members, ‘conspired to
kill Naseem’. They allegedly

shot him dead from close
range on the night of July 17
when he was on his way
home with a cake to celeb-
rate the first birthday of his
son. 

Rajesh’s daughter Pinki
Kumari and Naseem fell in
love, eloped and married in
2015, two years after a major
communal riot ravaged the
social fabric of the region.
The couple who belonged to
the same village, had later
shifted to Visakhapatnam
where he had started a small
business.

Mr. Sahdev claimed the

accused confessed to have
killed Naseem. 

“Naseem’s murder is hon-
our killing. Pradeep and
Rajesh told the police in the
preliminary interrogation
that they killed Naseem be-
cause they felt he had
robbed them of their honour
by eloping with a girl of their
family,” the SP said. 

“We have recovered the
gun and the sticks used in
the murder. We are also try-
ing to conduct raids and ar-
rest other culprits who were
involved in the crime,” he
added. 

Honour killing suspects
held in Muza�arnagar 
We have recovered gun and sticks used in the murder: SP

Staff Reporter

Meerut

Monsoon magic: A traditional Teej procession winds its way through the roads of Jaipur at
Tripolia Gate on Wednesday. * ROHIT JAIN PARAS
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Teej procession
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As flood waters recede in
Banaskantha district, 17
members of a family have
been found dead in Kharia
village.

The authorities have re-
covered 29 bodies from this
village alone, since July 20.
The death toll in the floods
is at 111.

The State’s emergency
control room said 25 bodies
were found on Wednesday
as rescue teams reached the
marooned villages. Officials
fear more deaths in the in-
teriors, which have re-
mained under water for
three days.

“At least 17 bodies in
Kharia and seven in Sihori
village were fished out
while one body was found
from the interiors,” said Ak-
shayrajsinh Makwana, a
senior police official from
Banasantha.

Both villages were among
a dozen that were inund-
ated when authorities re-
leased 1.5 lakh cusec water
from Dantiwada dam on
Banas river.

On Wednesday, the In-
dian Air Force and Army in-
tensified rescue operations,
mobilising a dozen chop-
pers and motorboats to
reach interior villages
where thousands of people
are still stranded.

“More than 650 people
were rescued by agencies
on Wednesday, including
272 through Air Force chop-

pers,” Principal Secretary
(Revenue) Pankaj Kumar
said. “So far 111 people have
died, including 58 who
were swept away in flood
waters, 33 struck by light-
ning, 11 in wall or house col-
lapsesand six by electrocu-
tion,” said Gujarat’s
Revenue Minister Bhupen-
drasinh Chudasama. He

said families of those who
have died will be com-
pensated by State and Cent-
ral authorities.

More than 53,000 people
were relocated while over
3,000 stranded in far-flung
villages and towns were res-
cued by the NationalDis-
aster Response Force, State
Disaster Response Force,

Army, Border Security
Force and the Indian Air
Force. Power supply in 778
villages in Banaskantha and
Patan districts, disrupted by
torrential rains and heavy
flooding, was being restored
by the government’s energy
department.

Meanwhile, the State has
already received more than

65% of the season’s average
rainfall, with North Gujarat
receiving over 200% ofthe
average rainfall till
Wednesday.

Of the 203 dams and
reservoirs, 31 are filled to
the brim, 41 are filled to
more than 70% of their ca-
pacity, while remaining are
filled to over 50%.

Gujarat �oods: 17 of family dead 
29 bodies recovered in Kharia village of Banaskantha district since July 20; death toll reaches 111

Marooned: Villagers walk on a washed-out road following heavy rain near Deesa of Banaskatha district on Wednesday. * PTI

Mahesh Langa

Ahmedabad

Bringing smiles: Bhaurao Jitru Kakde, a farmer from Udhasa village in Umred Tahsil of Nagpur,
reading a letter of loan waiver on Wednesday. He has received ₹10,000 as part of the scheme,
which has been deposited in his bank account. * S. SUDARSHAN
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Red letter day

Chief Minister Manohar Par-
rikar on Wednesday said the
police will arrest the culprits
involved in the desecration
of holy crosses, which came
to light on Tuesday, within
the next four days. 

The Chief Minister was
replying to the issue raised
during Zero Hour on Wed-
nesday, by Leader of Oppos-
ition Babu Kavlekar. Earlier
this week, at least 12crosses
in the cemetery of the
Fatima Chapel at Karanzal,
Madkai in Ponda taluk were
vandalised.

The Opposition leader re-
called that while raising the
issue of desecration of reli-
gious places through a call-
ing attention motion earlier
in the House, the Opposi-
tion had wondered if it was
the handiwork of the lone
accused in police custody,
as confidently maintained
by the government, and had
sought steps to ensure that
there were no accomplices. 

‘Culprits in
desecration
will be held’
Special Correspondent

Panaji

The Opposition Congress on
Wednesday protested against
Goa Forward Party member
Vijay Sardesai, referring to an
All India Congress Committee
official of South Indian origin
as ‘lungi’.

Speaking during a discus-
sion on a motion to congratu-
late newly-elected Rajya

Sabha MP-designate Vinay
Tendulkar, Minister for Town
and Country Planning, Mr.
Sardesai, admonished Con-
gress legislators present in the
House while taking potshots
at AICC secretary in-charge of
Goa, A. Chellakumar. 

“One ex-PCC president had
said on a local news channel
that Congress observers wear
a lungi in the morning and in

the evening, they wear jeans
and go to the disco. This is the
problem with your party.
These observers issue big
statements, that when Mano-
har Parrikar was in the US, I
was trying to overthrow the
government.Those who come
from outside, do not under-
stand what to say. They say
anything,” an agitated Mr.
Sardesai told the Goa legislat-

ive assembly, launching a
broadside against the Con-
gress official.

Mr. Chellakumar, who hails
from Tamil Nadu, has been
associated with Congress Goa
affairs for the past three years
and wears thelungi.

The provocation for Mr.
Sardesai came from local me-
dia reports, which quoted Mr.
Chellakumar on Wednesday

as saying that Mr. Sardesai
had been in touch with the
Congress when Mr. Parrikar
was away in the US on a per-
sonal visit, over moves of
overthrowing the BJP-led co-
alition government.

Leader of the Opposition
Chandrakant Kavlekar and
former Chief Minister Prata-
psingh Rane objected to Mr.
Sardesai’s tirade.

Special Correspondent

Panaji

Oppn. protests Minister calling AICC o�cial ‘lungi’

Chief Minister Manohar Par-
rikar on Wednesday assured
members of the Goa Legis-
lative Assembly that he will
write to the Centre convey-
ing apprehensions over the
proposal to expand coal
handling capacity at Mor-
mugao Port Trust (MPT) at
Vasco in South Goa. 

Replying to a question in
the ongoing monsoon ses-
sion of theAssembly, Mr.
Parrikar, who also holds the
Environment portfolio, re-
peatedly assured agitated
members of the House that
no expansion will be al-
lowed unless the govern-
ment is able to bring down
the coal pollution to accept-
able levels. The Pollution
Control Board recently ap-
proved a 25% cut in MPT’s
coal handling capacity of 5.5
million tonnes per annum.

“For me the interest of
the State is paramount. I will
write to Delhi about the con-
cerns of people over the
likely higher pollution in

case of expansion of the coal
handling capacity in Vasco.
And I am very sure that they
(the Centre) will not over-
rule my concerns,” said Mr.
Parrikar.

Mr. Parrikar also said the
autonomous Goa State Pollu-
tion Control Board (GSPCB)
had granted South West Port
Limited its consent to oper-
ate at Mormugao harbour up
to December 7, 2016, and
the application for renewal
of consent is under
consideration.

He said there is no coal
hub as per data available
with GSPCB. However,
Adani Mormugao Port Ter-
minal Private Limited, has-
consent to operate up to
January 31, 2018 with a 25%
cut in capacity, that is, 4.125
million tonnes per annum.

Addressing a query over
the likely displacement of
the fishingcommunity of
Khariwada, Vasco, Mr. Par-
rikar said the MPT has in-
formed the State govern-
ment that this will not
happen. 

Will write to Centre on
MPT expansion: Parrikar
Prakash Kamat

Panaji
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Tirumala temple to be
closed for lunar eclipse
TIRUMALA

The temple of Lord

Venkateswara will remain

closed for sometime on

August 7 in view of the lunar

eclipse. Sources said the

doors of the main temple

would be closed at 4.30 p.m.

on August 7 and reopened at

2 a.m. on August 8. Rituals

such as suddhi and

punyavachanam will be

observed in the temple after

the conclusion of the eclipse. 

IN BRIEF

Vincent denied bail; Cong.,
CPI(M) clash over arrest
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

A magistrate court here

denied bail to Congress

legislator M. Vincent, who is

facing charges of repeatedly

raping a 51-year-old woman.

Meanwhile, many persons,

including 8 policemen, were

injured when some CPI(M)

workers threw stones at the

agitation shed the Congress

workers had put up to protest

Mr. Vincent’s arrest.

Former Andhra Pradesh
Minister and Kapu leader
Mudragada Padmanabham
was placed under house ar-
rest on Wednesday when he
was about to leave his house,
around 9.30 a.m., to launch
the “Chalo Amaravati”
padayatra. Officer on Special
Duty Ravisankar served the
notice and stopped him and
his followers from leaving his
house. Mr. Padmanabham
asked the police officials to
give him the reasons for the
action saying he was not in-
volved in any case and
would take up the yatra in
the Gandhian way. 

‘Final showdown’
The OSD told the Kapu
leader that he had no per-
mission to launch the rally
and, anticipating trouble,

the police were confining
him to his house. Later, Mr.
Padmanabham said he
would take out the padayatra
when the “police suppres-
sion” ended. Till then, the
Kapu community would
launch an indefinite strike in
all villages across the State. 

Mr. Padmanabham told
the OSD that this was the fi-

nal showdown of the com-
munity which wanted to
settle the issue forever. He
called upon the Kapus in
East Godavari to come to Kir-
lampudi every day between
9 a.m. and 10 a.m. by walk to
express their solidarity. He
said the State government
had cheated the community
for four years by not includ-

ing it in the Backward
Classes list. In an informal
chat, East Godavari Superin-
tendent of Police, who vis-
ited Kirlampudi, said the po-
lice had served the house
arrest notice for only 24
hours and would review it
on an hourly basis. He said
stringent action would be
taken against those violating
prohibitory orders. 

House arrest of Kapu lead-
ers continued in East and
West Godavari districts from
Wednesday morning. In Ra-
jamahendravaram, YSRCP
leader and former MLC Kan-
dula Durgesh and party lead-
ers Jakkampudi Vijayalak-
shmi, Akula Veerraju and
Girijala Babu were confined
to their houses. So were Kal-
vakolanu Tataji and Nalla
Vishnu in Pitapuram and
Gandepalli Babi in
Amalapuram.

A.P. police place Kapu
leader under house arrest 
Walk to Kirlampudi to express support to padayatra, Mudragada tells people

Stopped in his tracks: Mudragada Padmanabham with his
supporters in Kirlampudi on Wednesday. * S. RAMBABU

Special Correspondent

KIRLAMPUDI

A Dutch national, Mike
Kamminga, was arrested on
Wednesday as part of the
ongoing investigation by the
Telangana Prohibition and
Excise (P&E) officials into
the drug racket. The day
also witnessed the interrog-
ation of actor Surdeep Kaur
alias Charmee Kaur. 

Thirty-three-year-old
Kamminga is believed to be
an important link in the net-
work selling drugs over the
Internet. 

“He is an important catch
for us. He was picked up late
last [Tuesday] night,” P&E
Director Akun Sabharwal
told the media. 

High drama
High drama preceded the
appearance of film actor
Charmee at the P&E office in
Nampally. 

Accompanied by five

bouncers, the actor drove in
around 9.45 a.m. 

Mediapersons vied with
one another to click her pic-
tures and record visuals. A
team questioned her till 5
p.m. 

It is the turn of actor Mu-
maith Khan to be ques-
tioned on Thursday in the
case. 

Actor Charmee questioned by SIT 

Actor Charmee Kaur at the
SIT o�ce in Hyderabad on
Wednesday. * NAGARA GOPAL

Dutch national
held in drugs case

Marri Ramu

HYDERABAD

Vexed over the “abusive
behaviour” of his “alco-
holic” father towards the
family members, a 30-year-
old man allegedly killed
five members of his family,
including his father,
mother, wife and two
daughters. He threw them
into an irrigation canal be-
fore ending his life by
jumping into the canal at
Palair, in Kusumanchi man-
dal, around midnight on
Tuesday.

The incident came to
light on Wednesday when
fishermen spotted six bod-
ies floating in the canal. 

The deceased were iden-
tified as Sheik Pentu Saheb,
55, a mason and also a
member of a traditional
brass band troupe, his wife
Mehbooba, 48, son
Saleem, 30, a worker in a
pesticide company, daugh-
ter-in-law Razia, 28, grand-
daughters Shahnaz, 7, and
Nasima, 5, of Jellacheruvu.

Man kills 
�ve family
members, self

Special Correspondent

KHAMMAM

The Karnataka Cabinet on
Wednesday decided to set
up a Cabinet subcommittee
to study the recent Supreme
Court order that struck
down reservation in promo-
tions for the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribe employees. This fol-
lowed a detailed discussion
on a report by Additional
Chief Secretary Rathna
Prabha on the issue.

The State has had reserva-
tion in promotions for SC,
ST employees since 1978 —
15% for SCs and 3% for STs —
which has been struck down

by the Supreme Court. It has
already filed a review peti-
tion challenging the order. 

Political implications
The issue has political im-
plications in poll-bound
Karnataka, with Dalit groups
demanding that the govern-
ment find ways to circum-
vent the order.

The Cabinet panel, com-
prising Revenue Minister Ka-
godu Thimmappa, Law Min-
ister T.B. Jayachandra, PWD
Minister H.C. Mahadevappa
and Social Welfare Minister
H. Anjaneya, is expected to
meet soon and submit a re-
port. The government will

also study the reports given
by Justices T.S. Thakur and
V. Gopala Gowda on promo-
tions for SC, ST employees
and consult Advocate-Gen-
eral Madhusudhan Naik, Mr.
Jayachandra said. 

The court maintained that
“the mere fact that there is
no proportionate represent-
ation in promotional posts
for the population of SCs
and STs is not by itself
enough to grant consequen-
tial seniority to promotees
who are otherwise junior,
thereby denying seniority to
those who are given promo-
tion later on account of re-
servation policy.” 

Karnataka Cabinet panel to
study promotions for SCs, STs 
Supreme Court struck down their quota in promotions

Special Correspondent 

BENGALURU

Even as divergent views are
emerging from different
quarters and political parties
on independent religion for
“Lingayata Dharma,” an un-
dercurrent seems to be unit-
ing people of the faith, espe-
cially in the northern
districts of Karnataka where
the population of the com-
munity is significant.

What is of significance is
that while there is division
on whether it should be
called “Lingayata Dharma,”
“Veerashaiva Dharma” or
“Veerashaiva/Lingayata
Dharma,” a number of or-

ganisations seem to agree on
the demand for a separate
religion status.

Vishwa Lingayat Mahas-
abha, one of the organisa-
tions behind the mammoth
rally at Bidar that put for-
ward the demand, has de-
cided to hold similar con-
ventions elsewhere in
Karnataka as well. The next
convention in Belagavi will
be in August. Before that,

there will be a meeting in
Hubballi on August 14. 

President of Mahasabha
Shamanuru Shivashank-
arappa told The Hindu that
there was no confusion in
the Mahasabha’s demand for
an independent religion
status. “Veerashaiva/
Lingayata Dharma is an in-
dependent religion and is
different from Hinduism,”
he said. But BJP leaders and
heads of “Pancha Peethas”
insist that Veerashaivas are
part of Hinduism. 

Seers of bigger maths in
southern Karnataka are yet
to come out with a clear
stand on the issue.

Lingayats united in demand
for separate religion status
BJP and some seers, however, insist they are part of Hinduism

Girish Pattanashetty

Hubballi <> Lingayata Dharma

is an independent

religion, and

di�erent from

Hinduism

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment on Wednesday
handed over 473 acres of
land to the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Lim-
ited (NPCIL) to facilitate the
construction of an atomic
power plant in Kovvada vil-
lage of Ranasthalam mandal
in Srikakulam district. 

The government will
hand over the remaining
1,500 acres of land in three
months. Revenue Divisional
Officer B. Dayanidhi handed
over the relevant docu-
ments to NPCIL Project Dir-
ector, Kovvada, G.V.
Ramesh. According to the

officials, the government
will construct a model
colony for the 2,200 famil-
ies facing displacement in
the Dharmavaram village of
Etcherla mandal. 

Forest land
An extent of 250 acres of
forest land have been ac-
quired for the construction
of the colony. Similarly, 350
acres of land have been
identified in Kotcherla vil-
lage for the construction of
a township for the NPCIL of-
ficials and staff members. 

The officials are hopeful
of acquiring the remaining
land with the cooperation of
the villagers.

473 acres handed over
for Kovvada n-plant

Land identi�ed to build township for sta�

Staff Reporter

SRIKAKULAM

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NOIDA/DELHI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, JULY 27, 20176
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NATION

Will safeguard interest 
of home buyers: Yogi 
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath on

Wednesday said his

government was fully

committed to safeguarding

the interest of home buyers

and redressing their

problems. Launching the

website of the UP Real Estate

Regulatory Authority, Mr.

Adityanath said it will help

the government redress

problems of home buyers in a

speedy manner. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Three convicted for
abduction, murder 
NAWADA (BIHAR)

Three persons were convicted

on Wednesday by a Nawada

court for abducting and

killing BJP leader Renu

Sinha’s son Vivek over three

years ago. After holding the

three accused - Pappu,

Mukhtar Khan and Nagendra -

guilty, the judge slated July

31 for sentencing the

convicts. PTI

Yamuna Expressway: car
rams divider, 2 dead
MATHURA

Two persons including a child

were killed and seven others

of a family were injured when

a speeding car rammed a

divider on Yamuna

Expressway, the police said

on Wednesday. The family

was returning from their

parental home based in

Ferozabad district. The

deceased have been

identified as Vivek (20) and

Palak (6). PTI 

55-year-old woman
commits suicide 
PHAGWARA

A 55-year-old woman

allegedly committed suicide

by consuming some

poisonous substance at her

home in a village near here,

the police said on Wednesday.

The deceased Shindo, a

resident of Chaheru village,

took the extreme step on

Tuesday due to depression, a

police official said. PTI 

When the water level started
rising early in the morning
after incessant rain in the
small and nondescript Dhola
village two days ago, little did
the villagers realise that they
were going to lose their
lifelong savings, foodgrains
stored for the year, house-
hold goods and in some in-
stances, their entire house.

About 20 houses have col-
lapsed in the twin Dhola
Sasan-Dhola Jageer villages,
situated 38 km from Pali in
south-western Rajasthan, in
the flash flood that struck
the area ostensibly because
of the sudden swelling of the
nearby Ganwai pond. The
occupants of the houses,
who moved to safety on their
own, had a narrow escape.

As the low-lying areas in
Dhola were submerged on
Monday with the water level
touching 15 ft, about 100
people trapped on rooftops
and perched atop trees were

evacuated by the National
Disaster Response Force
teams, which arrived by
boats. It was only after the
water receded that the scale
of damage unfolded.

“Not only have we lost
cash, jewellery, furniture,
children's textbooks and
household goods, but the
foodgrains stored for our
families for the entire year

were also completely des-
troyed...We are now without
money and food, wondering
how we will reconstruct our
houses,” said a distraught
Vikram Singh, looking at the
collapsed front wall of his
house on Wednesday.

Though the administra-
tion has maintained that the
overflowing Ganwai pond
had caused the flash flood in

the village having a popula-
tion of 5,000, the villagers
dispute the claim and hold a
private firm – which has con-
structed a flyover on Na-
tional Highway-14 adjacent to
Dhola – responsible for their
plight.

Narrow drainage
Local cooperative bank man-
ager Ghisu Das said the fly-
over had been constructed
without any regard to outlet
of water. “Three of the four
outlets originally built to take
the water to the other side of
the highway were closed
without any reason. Only
one outlet is functioning as a
narrow drainage. No won-
der, the water receded after
one full day,” he said.

A major setback to the
cattle rearing Raibari com-
munity, which has a signific-
ant strength in the village,
was the loss of its cattle
wealth. “A large number of
our goats, sheep and calves
were swept away in the tor-

rent. We couldn't get enough
time to save them,” said 60-
year-old Jhumi Devi, who
helps her husband Ram Lal
in rearing the animals.

Pali Collector Sudhir
Sharma told The Hindu that
the administration had star-
ted disbursing an ex-gratia
amount of ₹3,800 each as an
“immediate relief” to the
families whose houses had
collapsed or developed
cracks. Revenue officials had
been deployed to assess the
damage caused to houses
and shops and the compens-
ation would be calculated
and paid very soon, he said.

The special medical team
posted in Dhola since
Monday evening said there
was no outbreak of epidemic
in the village after the water
receded. 

Panchayati Raj Minister
Rajendra Rathore, who vis-
ited Dhola on Tuesday, as-
sured the villagers of the
State government’s immedi-
ate relief measures. 

Flash �ood wreaks havoc in Pali village
Villagers lose lifelong savings, foodgrains, household goods, cattle and in some cases their entire house

Nature’s fury: Villagers at Dhola in Pali district showing their
collapsed house after it was hit by �ash �ood.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mohammed Iqbal 

DHOLA (PALI)

A girder of the under-con-
struction Gurupriya bridge
in Malkangiri district of
Odisha has collapsed.

According to sources, the
large concrete girder was
between the tenth and elev-
enth piers of the bridge. The
mishap occurred on Tues-
day afternoon when around
50 workers were present in
the area. But no injury to
any worker has been
reported.

Though the foundation
stone was laid in 1982 by the
then Odisha Chief Minister J.
B. Patnaik, construction of
the bridge is yet to be com-
pleted due to opposition and
naxalite threats. In 2000,
present Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik laid its
foundation stone again.

At present, a Kolkata-
based construction firm is
involved in the construction
of the bridge. The Odisha
government had targeted to
complete the bridge by
September this year. The

mishap may delay construc-
tion work of the bridge even
further. 

The bridge will rest on 23
piers and 48 pre-stressed
concrete girders.

After completion, the
bridge will provide a direct
road link to over 150 villages
in the cut-off areas of the
Balimela reservoir. These vil-
lages are now accessible by
road only from the adjoining
Andhra Pradesh side.

Although part of Odisha,
these villages in the cut-off
area can only be reached by
boats plying across the large
and deep reservoir. Maoists,
who continue to use the cut-
off area as their safe haven,
have for decades opposed
construction of the bridge
through violent activities. 

Girder of under-construction
bridge in Odisha collapses
Foundation stone of the bridge was laid in 1982 

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

The under-construction
Gurupriya bridge in
Malkangiri district.

An ambulance with four
members of a family in it
was washed away by flood
waters of the Koel river in
Jharkhand’s Lohardaga dis-
trict in the early hours of
Wednesday, official sources
said.

The four members com-
prised a paralysed school
teacher and three others.

Miraculous escape
Another family member and
the ambulance driver had a
miraculous escape as they
had disembarked from the
vehicle to push it after its
engine had stopped while
crossing a bridge.

The six persons were on
their way to Ranchi from
Chainpur of Daltongunj in

Palamau district in the am-
bulance, Superintendent of
Police Karthik S said.

The vehicle developed a
snag on the Sithoya bridge
over the Koel river, the SP
said. This happened around
2.30 a.m. on Wednesday.

Restart engine
The vehicle’s driver and the
teacher’s son-in-law got
down to push the vehicle
and restart its engine. The
river water was already
overflowing. The water level
increased further and
washed the vehicle away
with four members of the
family in it, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Vinod
Kumar said. A policeman
noticed the incident and im-
mediately informed the dis-
trict administration.

Ambulance washed
away by �ood water 
Four of a family were inside the vehicle
Press Trust of India 

Lohardaga (Jharkhand)

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 17.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy with extremely
heavy rain likely at isolated places over East Rajasthan; heavy to
very heavy rain at isolated places over northeast Madhya Pra-
desh and heavy rain at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh,
East Uttar Pradesh, West Madhya
Pradesh, Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat and Konkan & Goa.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala.............22.5.... 30.3.... 24.8 Kozhikode .............4.3.... 32.8.... 24.8

Ahmedabad........35.7.... 26.6.... 23.3 Kurnool .................0.3.... 36.7....... 26

Aizatwl .................. —.... 28.7.........— Lucknow..............21.8.... 32.7.... 23.9

Allahabad ..........12.2.... 31.3.... 26.7 Madurai................... —....... 42.... 27.5

Bengaluru ...............1.... 29.8.... 20.5 Mangaluru................2.... 31.2.... 27.4

Bhopal...............10.8.... 25.3.... 21.4 Mumbai.................9.1.... 30.8.... 26.4

Bhubaneswar ..........2.... 31.6.... 26.8 Mysuru.................... —.... 29.8.... 19.2

Chandigarh ............ —.... 35.3.... 27.9 New Delhi .............2.8.... 35.8.... 26.5

Chennai ................. —.... 37.8.... 29.9 Patna ....................1.2.... 31.5.... 25.2

Coimbatore............ —.... 32.2.... 23.6 Port Blair ..............6.2.... 28.9.... 25.7

Dehradun...........11.6.... 31.2.... 23.8 Puducherry.............. —....... 37.... 24.7

Gangtok.............21.8.... 18.8.... 17.5 Pune .....................0.5.... 27.3.... 21.6

Goa ....................... —....... 28....... 26 Raipur ...................0.8.... 26.6.... 24.5

Guwahati ...........31.8.... 34.2....... 26 Ranchi...............205.8.... 23.4.... 23.1

Hubballi................. —....... 27....... 25 Shillong.................1.8.... 25.8.... 15.8

Hyderabad ............. —....... 34.... 23.1 Shimla...................2.2.... 20.7.... 17.1

Imphal.................0.4.... 30.3.... 22.4 Srinagar .................. —.... 31.7.... 18.3

Jaipur .................... —.... 33.2.... 24.1 Trivandrum ............. —.... 32.1.... 25.5

Kochi..................... —.... 32.4.... 24.8 Tiruchi .................... —.... 40.7.... 28.2

Kohima..............21.4....... 27.... 18.7 Vijayawada .............. —.........—.........—

Kolkata................3.6.... 32.5.... 26.9 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 31.4.... 27.5

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observations made at
4 p.m., Haldia recorded
an air quality index (AQI)
score of 130, indicating
moderate levels of
pollutants in the air. In
contrast, Jorapokhar
recorded a
healthy AQI score of 27.

Ahmedabad ......... ....— .....— ...— ....... — .......— .......—

Bengaluru ........... ....— ...19 ..14 ...... 30 .......— ......*

Chennai....................6 ...15 ..44 .... 171 .......— ......*

Delhi........................8 ...29 ..24 ...... 59 .......— ......*

Hyderabad ...............6 ...14 ..35 ...... 24......60 ......*

Kolkata ..................16 ...70 ..25 ....... —......43 ......*

Lucknow ..................6 ...36 ..24 ...... 49 .......— ......*

Mumbai ...................7 ...20 ..59 ...... 22......52 ......*

Pune ......................17 ...29 ..75 ...... 26......45 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....17 .....9 ..45 ...... 69....122 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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Complaint against ‘blaring
music’ from Ambani house 
MUMBAI

The Mumbai police early on

Wednesday received a

complaint about loud music

being played at ‘Antilia’

building, the residence of

Reliance chief Mukesh

Ambani, an official said.

Policemen went to the site,

but they found that no loud

music was being played. PTI

IN BRIEF

Actor Dileep’s trial to 
be held in-camera
KOCHI 

The proceedings at the

judicial first class magistrate

court, Angamaly, in

connection with the

abduction and sexual assault

on a woman actor in Kochi

will be held in camera from

now on. The court directed

that the public not be

allowed during the trial. 

Police have thrown a
massive security cordon in
and around Rameswaram in
view of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to inaug-
urate the memorial of
former President A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam on Thursday, co-
inciding with his second
death anniversary. 

More than 3,000 police
personnel have been
deployed.

While the Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG) brought
the memorial at Pei Kar-
umbu, the helipad, and the
venue of the public
meetingat Mandapam under
its security cover, the State
police mounted a five-tier
security cordon with a focus
on the coast. 

Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (law and order)
J.K. Tripathy reviewed the
security arrangements on
Wednesday. 

100 CCTV cameras
Police have installed about
100 CCTV cameras at the
memorial built by the De-
fence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO).
Thirty-five bomb disposal
squads thoroughly combed

the areas with the help of
electronic devices and
sniffer dogs. 

The police have erected
four watch towers — two
each at the memorial and at
the public meeting venue —
and posted additional man-
power at all check posts. Po-
licemen have also been pos-
ted in coastal villages to
prevent infiltration through
sea. 

As the helipad and the
public meeting venue are
located close to the
Mandapam refugee camp,
all the Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees at the camp were
put on roll call, police said. 

The Navy, Coast Guard
and Coastal Security Group
have mounted three-tier se-
curity in the sea and contin-
ued patrolling the sea waters
between Pudukottai and
Kanniyakumari. 

Besides inaugurating the
Kalam memorial, Mr. Modi
is scheduled to launch the
deep-sea fishing project un-
der ‘blue revolution’, flag off
Rameswaram-Ayodhya ex-
press, declare open the
Dhanushkodi road, launch
Ramayana circuit project
and release Green
Rameswaram synopsis be-
fore leaving for Delhi in the
afternoon.

Security in Rameswaram
tightened ahead of PM visit 
Modi to inaugurate memorial for Abdul Kalam today

Tight vigil: Security personnel carrying out checks with the
help of a sni�er dog at the Abdul Kalam memorial near
Rameswaram. * L. BALACHANDAR

Special Correspondent

Ramanathapuram

Six months after medical
journal The Lancet published
a study connecting consump-
tion of the lychee to the
deaths of children in Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur, a new study
maintains that the delicious
tropical fruit is not to blame
at all.

According to the new
study, it’s the land and not
the produce that was causing
the unexplained neurological
damage. In 2014, 122 children

died in the Muzaffarpur re-
gion. The new study, pub-
lished in The American
Journal of Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene, found that a
number of pesticides — in-
cluding endosulfan — which
has been banned since 2011
caused the brain damage
among children.

In January 2017, In The
Lancet Global Health, pub-
lished a study of Indian chil-
dren with litchi-associated en-
cephalopathy unequivocally
pinning the blame on the fruit

itself. The researchers studied
390 patients admitted to the
two referral hospitals in Muz-
affarpur between May 26, and
July 17, 2014 with symptoms
of acute encephalitis syn-
drome. 

They concluded that skip-
ping the evening meal after
consumption of lychee resul-
ted in low blood glucose level
and acute encephalopathy
that provoked seizures and
coma, causing death in many
cases.

In the new study, pub-

lished on Monday, the re-
searchers interviewed famil-
ies that worked in lychee
orchards to conclude that
most affected children had
consumed ‘unwashed ly-
chees, peeling away the skin
with their teeth.’ The report
adds that, “eating lychees was
not associated with illness in
the case–control study. The
outbreak was linked to lychee
orchard exposures where
agrochemicals were routinely
used, but not to consumption
of lychees.”

‘Pesticides to blame for lychee deaths’
Agrochemicals, including endosulfan, caused brain damage among children, says new report
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Shiksha Sanskrti Utthan
Nyas (SSUN), an organisation
reportedly close to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), has denied re-
commending to the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (NCERT)
to exclude Rabindranath
Tagore’s works from its syl-
labus, as was reported by
certain newspapers. The
Bengal wing of SSUN said it
would take legal recourse
against the newspapers for
“false news.”

SSUN is headed by Dina
Nath Batra, who earlier
headed Vidya Bharati, the
education wing of the RSS.

“SSUN is an independent
NGO and has nothing to do
with the RSS. There was no
mention of excluding Tagore
from the syllabus of the
NCERT in our recommenda-
tion. The report is absolutely
false,” eastern region secret-

ary of SSUN Shib Sankar Das
said. He also said that his or-
ganisation had “utmost re-
spect” for Tagore.

SSUN’s lawyer Susanta
Sengupta said that “our cent-
ral leadership has already
said in Delhi that they will
take legal recourse against
the English daily which pub-
lished the false report.” He
further said that “two
Bengali dailies also carried

the false report. We will take
strong legal action against
them if they do not publish
an unconditional apology.”

Triggers outrage
However, the development
has generated outrage
among the civil society in
Bengal. “It is embarrassing
as an Indian to hear such a
public comment. I can’t un-
derstand why such a silly
and objectionable comment
is getting so much publicity,”
poet and academician
Nabaneeta Dev Sen told The
Hindu.

However, actor and dram-
atist Rudraprasad Sengupta
pointed out that the SSUN
had already issued a rebuttal
to the media reports.
“Moreover, Human Resource
Development Minister
Prakash Javadekar has also
said that the Centre will not
implement any such recom-
mendation. I think that
settles the matter,” he said.

No such recommendation made to NCERT, it says

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

An activist takes part in a
protest rally in Kolkata on
Wednesday. * PTI

Didn’t seek removal of Tagore’s works
from textbooks: Hindu organisation 

A 57-year-old man who was
trapped under the rubble of
the Sai Darshan building was
rescued 14 hours later.
Rajesh Doshi, who stayed
with his wife Raksha and son
Darshan on the fourth floor,
was resting when the build-
ing came crashing down on
Tuesday. Both Raksha and
Darshan were out at the
time. 

“I am diabetic and had
been bedridden for almost a
month. I was in bed when
the building collapsed. Two
pillars prevented the debris
from falling on me. There
was around two feet of space
above me and it was com-
pletely dark,” said Mr. Doshi,
who is now being treated at
the Shantiniketan Hospital. 

Around 4 p.m. when a

large part of the rubble
above him was removed, his
cell phone got some net-
work coverage. He immedi-
ately called up Mr. Darshan
and let him know that he
was safe. 

“It was only around 10
p.m. when debris was
cleared that I saw some light
from where I was trapped,”
said Mr. Doshi, who was

pulled out from the wrecked
remains of the building
around 12.50 a.m. 

Sena worker arrested
Shiv Sena worker Sunil
Shitap, who owned four flats
in Sai Darshan building, was
placed under arrest early on
Wednesday after being ques-
tioned through the night.
Later, he was remanded in
police custody till August 2.
Shitap had bought three flats
on the ground floor and one
on the first floor of the build-
ing, which he had amalgam-
ated and leased out to a
private nursing home. The
nursing home was being ren-
ovated. 

Unauthorised changes be-
ing made to the building's
structure were believed to
have led to the collapse, po-
lice said.

Man rescued 14 hours after
Mumbai building collapse 
Achintya Gupta

Mumbai 

Raksha, right, wife of 
Rajesh Doshi outside the
Shantiniketan hospital in
Mumbai on Wednesday.

* SANDEEP RASAL

People living with thalas-
saemia, sickle cell anaemia
and other haemoglobin dis-
orders can now look forward
to better screening and treat-
ment, based on the Union
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry’s new policy.

The Ministry recently re-
leased a policy on the Pre-
vention and Control of
haemoglobinopathies in In-
dia. 

Supported by the National
Health Mission, Blood Cell
and the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram, the
guidelines provide for
screening of pregnant wo-
men during antenatal check-
up, pre-marital counselling
at college level and one-time
screening for variant an-
aemia in children. 

The Minister of State
(Health and Family Welfare)
Anupriya Patel stated this in
a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha on July 18. 

Thalassaemia and sickle
cell anaemia are the most
frequently encountered ‘rare
blood disorders’ in the coun-
try and impose a significant
economic burden on famil-
ies. 

The policy aims at creat-
ing treatment protocol
benchmarks, to improve the
quality of life of patients. 

It is also a guide on pre-
vention and control, which
includes antenatal and pren-
atal testing to reduce the in-
cidence of live haemoglobin
disorder births (currently
pegged at 10,000-15,000 live
births a year).

Using public health aware-
ness programmes and edu-
cation, it highlights various
haemoglobinopathies. The
guidelines include the cre-
ation of a national registry to
plan future patient services.
The registry will also collect
useful data, such as the loca-
tion of patients to identify
areas of high concentration,
ethnicity or other character-
istics, age distribution, re-
cords of deaths and their
cause. 

Shobha Tuli, president of
the Federation of Indian

Thalassaemics, who contrib-
uted to the policy, said it was
a big step to prevent
haemoglobinopathies.

‘Provide all drugs’
“Since not more than 20% of
patients can afford treat-
ment, the government
should ensure that all pa-
tients get it free. Such free
treatment is given in States
such as Rajasthan, Uttar Pra-
desh, West Bengal, Odisha
and Karnataka besides Delhi,
and others should follow
suit. All chelation drugs
should be made available
free because one drug does
not suit all,” she said. 

The policy, however,

makes no reference to car-
rier testing for relatives of
patients.

Namitha A. Kumar from
the Centre for Health Ecolo-
gies and Technology (CHET),
who is also living with thalas-
saemia said people with the
genetic disorder unknow-
ingly pass it on to their chil-
dren, as preventive checks
are not the norm in India. 

“In Pakistan, a law making
carrier testing compulsory
for relatives of thalassaemia
patients was passed in Feb-
ruary. A similar system is in
place in Dubai, Abu Dhabi
and Saudi Arabia. I wish it
could be made compulsory
here too,” she said.

Cecil Reuben Ross, Head
of the Department of Medi-
cine and Haematology in St.
John’s Medical College Hos-
pital, hailed the policy but
said testing had to be volun-
tary. 

“There is more awareness
about the condition now, es-
pecially after the Indian
Council of Medical Research
took up screening of 50,000
antenatal mothers and
50,000 college students a
few years ago. 

“Testing cannot be made
compulsory and people
should opt for it. A concer-
ted effort by people as well
as government will help,” Dr.
Ross said.

Policy boosts care for blood disorders 
Under Centre’s move, people with thalassaemia, sickle cell anaemia to be part of registry

Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

IRCTC to provide food 
on all trains by year end 
NEW DELHI

Catering services in all trains

with pantry cars will be

handed over to the IRCTC by

the year-end to improve

onboard food quality,

according to the Railways.

Besides, passengers in seven

Rajdhani and six Shatabdi

trains will have an option for

e-catering facility. PTI
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EDITORIAL

T
he Supreme Court has shown due restraint in de-

clining to apply the provisions of the Protection of

Children from Sexual O�ences Act to mentally re-

tarded adults whose mental age may be that of a child. It

would have been tempting to give a purposive interpret-

ation to the term ‘child’ under POCSO, which refers to

those below 18 years of age, and rule that it encom-

passes those with a ‘mental age’ of a person below 18. It

would have been compelling to acknowledge how simil-

arly a child and an adult with inadequate intellectual

growth are placed when it comes to sexual assault: both

may show the same lack of understanding about the

situation they are in and incapacity to protest. No

doubt, any expanded de�nition to encompass both bio-

logical and mental age within the POCSO framework

would have helped extend its bene�cial features to an-

other section of vulnerable persons. The court has

chosen the challenging path of analysing the import of

such judicial interpretation, along with the question

whether expanding the notion of age is within its remit.

It has ruled that it is outside its domain. POCSO is meant

to protect children from sexual o�ences. To extend it to

adult victims based on mental age would require de-

termination of their mental competence. This would

need statutory provisions and rules; the legislature

alone is competent to enact them. Judicial conferment

of power to trial courts to treat some adults as children

based on mental capacity would, in the Bench’s opin-

ion, do violence to the existing law protecting children

from sexual o�ences. It noted that there may be di�er-

ent levels of mental competence, and that those with

mild, moderate or borderline retardation are capable of

living in normal social conditions.

The case before the court related to the rape of a 38-

year-old woman with cerebral palsy. Her mother was

concerned about the absence of a friendly and con-

genial atmosphere before the trial court. She ap-

proached the courts for a direction to transfer the case

to a special court under POCSO, a law that mandates

child-friendly procedures and features during the trial,

taking into account her daughter’s mental age, which

she said was that of a six-year-old. In a fateful turn of

events, the lone accused died during these proceed-

ings, bringing the criminal case to an end. The implica-

tion of the Supreme Court ruling is that the onus is al-

ways on trial judges to keep in mind the degree of

retardation of victims and their level of understanding

while appreciating their evidence. It would be unfortu-

nate if cases get derailed because of either the victims’

inability to communicate e�ectively or because of the

court’s di�culty in understanding their words or ges-

tures. It is now up to the legislature to consider the in-

troduction of legal provisions to determine mental

competence so victims with inadequate mental devel-

opment may e�ectively testify against sexual o�enders.

Questions of age
The SC has done right in refusing to extend

POCSO to adults with mental retardation

P
oland’s right-wing government has been waging a

relentless war on democratic institutions ever

since it assumed o�ce in 2015. But it may have

gone too far now with its moves to curb judicial inde-

pendence, which have been categorically opposed by

President Andrzej Duda. Mr. Duda, an ally of the ruling

Law and Justice Party (PiS), vetoed two measures that

militate against the rule of law. One of them requires all

judges of the Supreme Court to step down, except those

the President thinks should stay on. The second gives

Parliament control over the mechanism that deals with

their appointment. However, he did assent to another

controversial measure which empowers the justice

minister to sack the heads of lower courts. The govern-

ment of Prime Minister Beata Szydło was able to initiate

these unpopular pieces of legislation because it has

already stripped the tribunal that adjudicates on the

constitutionality of laws relating to its powers. The gov-

ernment has claimed that the overhaul was intended to

rid the judicial system of Soviet-era remnants. But most

Poles seem to think otherwise. They have tasted eco-

nomic prosperity and political freedoms in the post-

Cold-War years and after the country’s 2004 accession

to the European Union. They have also grown accus-

tomed to standing up for their rights against arbitrary

encroachment, and with success. The government was

forced to reverse a socially regressive policy on abor-

tion that even criminalised termination of pregnancies

regardless of circumstances, including rape. 

Outrage against the latest judicial reforms has drawn

thousands to the streets in protest against the PiS re-

gime. Poland has been the poster child of the EU’s integ-

ration, and the institutional clampdown in this other-

wise thriving economy is understandably causing

concern in other European capitals. The European

Commission has said it would start legal proceedings.

Under the Rule of Law Framework, it can strip a mem-

ber-country of its voting rights. But given the sensitivit-

ies about national sovereignty, there are bound to be

limits on the application of procedures, even where

they may be sound under the law. Moreover, Hungary’s

continued clash with the EU over similar issues seems

to have made little di�erence to its dismal record on

democratic governance and accountability. Experience

suggests that leading by example and exerting diplo-

matic pressure, rather than preaching from the pulpit,

is a more realistic and e�ective course to adopt. The art

and craft of stitching up pragmatic, if sometimes pain-

ful, political compromises has been the story of the EU,

where the imperatives of staying together trump almost

all else. Poland’s robust civil society may, in the end, be

more e�ective in keeping its government accountable. 

Poles apart
Executive overreach in Poland is drawing

people to the streets, and inviting the EU’s ire 

I
t is heartening to read the pre-
liminary observations of the Su-
preme Court, made on July 19,

regarding privacy as a funda-
mental right. Unfortunately, much
of the debate on privacy seems to
su�er from the leftovers of a cer-
tain traditional understanding of
privacy and the private. In fact, it is
no longer possible to decouple the
idea of privacy from the mechan-
isms through which privacy is
guaranteed. Since Aadhaar and
many of the contemporary discus-
sions on privacy are related to deep
technological developments, the
question of privacy should be re-
thought in the context of these
technologies.

Secrecy and security
Privacy is not a concept like the
other fundamental rights.
Moreover, our notions of privacy
have changed and will continue to
change. If there is one major cata-
lyst for this change, it has been
technology. Built homes are a
simple example of how we develop
a sense of privacy which is in�u-
enced by a technological develop-
ment. Once we have a conception
of home, we also have conceptions
of bedroom, living room, toilet and
kitchen. These spaces and concep-
tions created by very simple pro-
cesses of technology create spe-
ci�c ideas of privacy.

Two common ways of under-
standing privacy are through
secrecy and anonymity. We believe
that our bank balance must be
private. Companies do not nor-
mally make public the salaries of

all their employees. Universities do
not make public the marks or
grades of their students in a way
that violates the privacy of the stu-
dent. 

These notions of privacy are
based on the need for security and
protection. We do not want to di-
vulge certain things about our
wealth or life practices since they
may be used by others to poten-
tially harm us. So privacy becomes
a way of protecting individuals or
groups. But we also often over-
throw privacy arguments for se-
curity purposes. We do not object
to giving our biometrics when we
apply for visas or when we join
some private jobs. 

Contemporary technology has
made possible many new innova-
tions that have changed the very
meaning and signi�cance of pri-
vacy. From smartphones to the
darknet, the fundamental traject-
ory is one to do with privacy. How-
ever, there are two worrisome as-
pects. In any discussion on
privacy, there is a deep suspicion
of the government and state, most
times rightly so. But this suspicion
does not extend to technology and
its private agents, those that are re-
sponsible for the breakdown of the
value of privacy today. 

Today, in times of growing

privatisation, the greatest chal-
lenge to privacy comes from the
private sector. It also stems from an
indi�erence to our own privacy.
We do not seem to value privacy
today as in earlier times. Social ex-
periments have shown that people
are willing to have private informa-
tion about themselves made public
if they receive some monetary ad-
vantage. 

We do this all the time. When we
search for a book or a ticket, we
start getting advertisements re-
lated to these searches in our sup-
posedly private emails. What we
read, search, buy, talk and perhaps
even think get stored, used and cir-
culated. Everything is tracked and
rerouted. We have no clue to the
amount of information about our
private lives that is out in the Web.
All because we get free emails and
free Internet access! Today, pri-
vacy has been deeply comprom-
ised through the o�ering of ‘free’
goods.

The state and private players
Very often when we worry about
questions of privacy, it is about the
role of the government or the state.
The state too can do much with the
information on individuals that it
collects through various voluntary
as well as coercive means. The con-

cern about privacy thus was a con-
cern about potential misuse of
such information. However, in-
formation about individuals is ar-
guably much more in the private
domain today than it is within vari-
ous governments. Moreover, the
mining of this information is taken
up far more assiduously by the
private compared to government
institutions.

The idea of privacy has always
had a troubled relationship with
privatisation. Private companies
often have rules that protect them
from being transparent in hiring
policies, in a�rmative action or
even making public the salaries of
all their employees. Private groups
know best the power of the idea of
privacy. They use this notion to
protect themselves from govern-
ments and the public. They also
realise that the greatest market
that is perennially available to
them is the market of trading in-
formation on privacy. 

A related problem is that the
government has begun to look
more and more like the private sec-
tor. Today, almost all politicians are
rich entrepreneurs and hold
powerful business interests. The
public-private binary does not
function in any useful sense as far
as the governing class is con-
cerned. Thus, privacy is not only
open to manipulation by the gov-
ernment but even more so by the
private sector. This is so especially
because it is the private sector that
is at the forefront of developing
technologies that facilitate this
mining, storing and sharing of in-
formation. 

No free lunches
The Trojan horse through which
the state and private players enter
our domains of privacy is through
contemporary technologies.
These technologies have now
come to be seen as necessary. The

fact that we so unthinkingly buy
into this story shows the success of
how these technologies have col-
onised us so e�ectively.

The price we pay for modern
technologies is not only money.
The economic model that runs
consumerism of modern technolo-
gies is quite di�erent from the
model of selling groceries. We are
seduced by the amount of free
things we get in a technological
gadget. The websites are free; we
can download millions of books
and songs for which we had to pay
earlier. Why are we being given so
much that is free? Like almost
everything else in this world, there
are always hidden costs. The major
cost that we pay is the cost of our
privacy — the information on each
one of our private lives and,
through this information, more ef-
fective control on how we act and
behave. 

This raises deeply troubling
questions about making privacy a
fundamental right. How will the
Supreme Court judges be able to
give a judgment on privacy as a fun-
damental right without also mak-
ing possession, and the making, of
technology as ‘rights’? How can
they do this without imposing con-
trols on predator technologies that
enter the social world in the guise
of making our lives comfortable?
Some might argue that technology
is only an intermediary tool that
enables certain things, both good
and bad. 

But to hold this view is to be
blind to the changing modes of
technological domination through
digital and Internet technologies.
Technology is no longer outside
human and social processes; it co-
creates and co-constitutes the hu-
man and the social.

Sundar Sarukkai is professor of
philosophy at the National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru

Privacy in the public domain
The greatest challenge to privacy is from the private sector. It also stems from an indi�erence to our own privacy 

sundar sarukkai
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S
ince December 2015, Chennai
has limped from one extreme
weather-related shock to an-

other — the �oods, the failed mon-
soon of 2016, Cyclone Vardah, and
now the water crisis. Chennai’s de-
�ning element is water. But the city
shows scant regard for this pre-
cious but dangerous resource. Loc-
ated squarely in the intervening
�oodplains of three rivers on a
high-energy coastline, Chennai is a
disaster-prone location. Any badly
located city can be vulnerable
merely by virtue of its location. But
only a special kind of city — a city
with a death wish — actively makes
a bad situation worse.

Nothing speaks more elegantly
to Chennai’s death wish than what
governments are doing to the wet-
lands in North Chennai. In June,
the State government conceded
the Government of India-owned
Kamarajar Port Ltd’s (KPL) request
to divert 1,000 acres of the hydro-
logically sensitive Ennore wetlands
for industrial installations that are
best built on dry land. The pro-
posal is pending Central govern-
ment clearance. If permitted,

KPL’s dream will turn out to be
Chennai’s worst nightmare, far
worse than the 2015 �oods.

The importance of Ennore
Ennore Creek, a sprawling 8,000-
acre tidal waterbody, is a place
where climate change and dis-
astrous land-use change converge.
Two rivers with a total catchment
of 5,000 sq km empty into the En-
nore Creek.

This wetland’s importance may
not be apparent. Much of the creek
looks dry year-round, when visible
waterspread is only 1,000 acres.
But when cyclonic weather pushes
the sea surging landwards, or
when rainwaters from the two
rivers come rushing to meet the
sea, the waterspread in the creek
swells to its majestic fullness.
Come rain or storm surge, the
availability of room for the rain or
sea water to stay is what keeps the
city from going under.

The creek o�ers another protec-
tion too. It bu�ers the rich aquifers
of the Araniyar-Kosasthalaiyar
Basin from the sea, and keeps salt
water from invading groundwater
resources that supply several hun-
dred million litres daily to Chennai
even during the worst droughts.

In 1996, the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment protected a 6,500-acre
stretch of the tidal waterbody un-
der the Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) Noti�cation. But greed pre-
vailed over good sense. More than
1,000 acres of the creek were lost

to illegal encroachments that rise
like dams across a river.

The o�ending installations
block the path of rainwaters rush-
ing down the Arani river and the
mighty Kosasthalaiyar. Areas that
never got �ooded saw waters enter
homes and remain for more than a
fortnight in 2015. Tamil Nadu’s life-
line, the Manali petroleum re-
�nery, went under water for days.

Seeds of disaster
The identities of the architects of
the last disaster may not be clear.
Also, they may arguably not have
known the consequences of inter-
fering with mega-drains. But such
assumptions no longer hold good.
Political leaders and bureaucrats
have been told that the creek is a
protected waterbody, and that en-
croaching on it is both illegal and

dangerous.
But neither impending danger

nor illegality has stopped the State
government from clearing KPL’s
proposal to construct coal yards,
warehouse zones, car parking and
export terminals for Ford, Hyundai
and Nissan on 1,000 acres of En-
nore wetlands. Justifying the de-
cision taken in June, the State
Coastal Zone Management Author-
ity published a new map — sub-
sequently exposed to be a fraudu-
lent map — that denied the
existence of the 6,500-acre creek.

The architects of future dis-
asters in this case are neither an-
onymous, nor ignorant. They
cleared KPL’s proposal fully aware
that the encroachments will en-
danger more than a million people
in Thiruvallur and Chennai
districts.

Such decisions arise not out of a
love for encroachments, but out of
perverted values, lack of account-
ability and an entrenched culture
of discrimination. We refer to this
in our collaboratively produced
music video, the “Chennai
Poromboke Paadal”, or the “Song
for Chennai Commons”.

Picking on the poor
After every �ood, courts and gov-
ernments turn their ire against the
poor who huddle in horrible hov-
els along the edges of our stinking
rivers. The larger, more dangerous
encroachments are never touched.
The 2015 �oods are being used to

justify the removal of 55,000 famil-
ies from the edges of Cooum and
Adyar rivers to socially fraught and
�ood-prone ghettos in wetlands on
the city’s fringes.

The Cooum and the Adyar are
elite, high-status rivers, running
through elite neighbourhoods
within the city. Purging the edges
of the poor is seen as integral to the
wholesome restoration of these
rivers. Contrastingly, the
Kosasthalaiyar and Ennore Creek
are seen as working-class water-
bodies. Here, the value of the
“worthless” wetland is sought to
be enhanced by industrial en-
croachers with state protection.

Our song about Chennai spot-
lights the undervalued Ennore
Creek, because with every cut to
the creek, Chennai will hurt a hun-
dred times. The song has reson-
ated with �shers to whom the
creek is life, and with lakhs more
across the world. When, not if, En-
nore �oods this year or next,
people will know it was not an
accident.

If plans to �ll the creek persist,
Chennai will have no future. The
precious freshwater aquifer that
Chennai draws from will be lost to
salt. The precious freshwater that
falls from the sky will turn the city
into a watery grave.

Nityanand Jayaraman is a Chennai-based
writer and social activist. T.M. Krishna is
a Carnatic vocalist, author and public
speaker

Time to change course
Chennai city will have no future if plans to �ll the Ennore creek go ahead

nityanand jayaraman & 

t.m. krishna
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A di�erent presidency
President Ram Nath Kovind
has left many disappointed
with his inaugural speech. It
is odd that he chose to
ignore mentioning India’s
�rst Prime Minister among
those who shaped the
destiny of the nation and
also hyphenated Mahatma
Gandhi with Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya, the
late Jan Sangh icon, in
building an egalitarian
society.
One is saddened to discern
an ideological tinge in the
speech of the highest
constitutional functionary.
Given Nehru’s contribution
to the freedom movement,
spread over several
decades, sacri�ces made
and his achievements in
building the nation in the
post-Independence era, not
acknowledging him as one
of the leading architects in
nation-building endeavours
is regrettably and grossly
unfair (“Diversity key to
India’s success, says
Kovind”, July 26). 
S.K. Choudhury,

Bengaluru

■ President Kovind’s �rst
speech does convey the
message that “it’s going to
be a di�erent presidency”
as aptly titled in a report
( July 26). 
It is an egregious omission
not to mention the name of
the �rst Prime Minister, the
builder of modern India,
and strange to equate
Mahatma Gandhi with
Deendayal Upadhyaya. The
BJP seems to have
developed an antipathy
towards Nehru, who was
perhaps the most secular of
our top leaders. One waits
to see who the real Ram
Nath Kovind will be when
there is a constitutional
crisis or even a hung
Parliament. 
He has dropped enough
hints about his political
thinking in his very �rst
speech, thanks to his
speech-writers either in his
secretariat or the PMO.
V.N. Gopal,

Chennai

■ Mr. Kovind deserves all
appreciation for fondly
remembering the Iron Man

of India while boldly
omitting reference to the
�rst Prime Minister. 
It is unfortunate that the
Opposition has even
criticised the naming of a
sel�ess social worker in Mr.
Kovind’s speech. It is the
prerogative of any
personality to remember
his role models. Why does
one need to toe the
Congress’s line which has
only looked at members of
the Nehru-Gandhi family? 
Madhu Agrawal,

New Delhi

The Doklam stand-o�
Unswerving adherence to
the path of neutrality and
shunning exhibition of
editorial prejudices —
hallmark traits of The Hindu
which got us old-timers
addicted to it — are now
showing signs of extinction
as far as this daily is
concerned. 
The headline on the �rst
page was startling — “India
admitted to transgression”
( July 26). For a moment I
wondered whether the
news agent had supplied me

a Chinese newspaper. 
P.R.R. Nayar,

Thiruvananthapuram

■ Amidst the aggressive
posturing and sabre-rattling
by the Chinese state media
and government o�cials,
the article, “The crossroads
at the Doklam Plateau” ( July
26), injects much-needed
nuance into the discourse
surrounding the current
dispute. Bhutan’s historical
position as an e�ective
bu�er zone between India
and China and its long-
standing friendship with
India are invaluable in a
hostile neighbourhood. The
strategic advantage of this
nation’s goodwill towards
India must not be frittered
away by any overreach into
its sovereignty for the
purpose of countering
China’s overtures. India
must avoid adopting a Big
Brother attitude and view
Bhutan as an equal partner.
By respecting Bhutan’s
sovereignty and evincing
concern regarding Chinese
attempts to compromise the
same, India can cultivate a

mutually advantageous
partnership to tackle this
tough situation.
Manaswini Vijayakumar,

Bengaluru

State of the Railways
The �ndings of the CAG on
various aspects of
functioning in the Indian
Railways are alarming. It is
evident that food served on
trains will be the most
vulnerable point of
contamination. 
I travel frequently on so-
called superfast trains.
These are some
observations. Passengers
get foul-smelling co�ee/tea
most of the time and are
apprehensive that it could
be contaminated with water
from the washrooms. The

quality of food served is
nothing to write home
about. Right from
breadsticks to the milk
powder, there is nothing
appetising. The less one
talks about hygiene the
better. 
There is no point in thinking
about bullet trains. What all
passengers need is
reasonably priced food
items that are cooked well
and wholesome.
In the non-air-conditioned
trains, there are all sorts of
unauthorised vendors who
hawk stale and rotten food
right under the noses of
railway authorities.
P.S.S. Murthy,

Hyderabad
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corrections & clarifications: 

The report, “In Rajya Sabha, contesting claims over farm crisis”
( July 26, 2017), there was an erroneous reference to Samajwadi
Party leader Ram Gopal Verma. It should have been Ram Gopal
Yadav.
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DATA POINT

The Education Minister, Mr. C.H. Mohamed Koya, to-day [ July
26] justified the decision to extend the period of closure of all
educational institutions till August 7. He said the Government
did not wish to expose young people to any risk in the “explos-
ive situation created by the serious food crisis.” The Minister
was making a statement in the State Assembly on an adjourn-
ment motion, tabled by Mr. K.M. George (Kerala Congress).
The motion was disallowed by the Speaker. Mr. Koya said that
there was already unrest among the students, as seen in their
demonstrations and Gheraos. The Government had at first
limited the closure to three days, but the food situation had
not improved and the parents and teachers, who feared that
“anything may happen at any time,” favoured the extension of
the period. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 27, 1967

Kerala Minister justi�es school closure
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FROM ARCHIVES

At the resumed sitting of the Bombay Legislative Council to-
day [in Poona on July 26], H.E. Lord Willingdon presiding, the
Hon’ble Mr. V.J. Patel’s Bill on Free and Compulsory Primary
Education in municipal areas of the Presidency was read a first
time, and referred to a Select Committee. Almost all speakers
supported the principle underlying the Bill while many non-
officials criticised the clause inserted in the Bill to satisfy legal
requirements. His Excellency wound up the debate in a sym-
pathetic speech, in the course of which he said: As the head of
the Presidency it has been a severe blow to me to feel that our
finances have been curtailed owing to war. I am certain when
the war is over, this question of compulsory primary educa-
tion will have to be seriously and comprehensively con-
sidered, not only by this Government but all over India. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 27, 1917

Bombay council.

It’s barely �ve months before
Gujarat goes for crucial As-
sembly polls. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the ruling
party since 1998, is already in
the thick of things with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visiting
the State once a month and
party national president Amit
Shah holding region-wise con-
ventions of party workers. Not-
withstanding anti-incumbency
of almost two decades, the
party has set itself an ambitious

target of winning 150 out of 182 Assembly seats to break the Con-
gress record of 149 seats way back in 1985.

Meanwhile, the State’s only Opposition party remains mired
in fratricidal factionalism — over its prospective CM candidate or
who should have authority to pick candidates — instead of taking
on the ruling party, highlighting the government’s failures and
exploiting the cold war between the Amit Shah camp and that of
former CM Anandiben Patel. Leader of Opposition Shankersinh
Vaghela has resigned from the Congress while as many as 11 of its
legislators reportedly voted for the BJP candidate in the presid-
ential polls. The speculation is that several MLAs may switch
over to the sa�ron front as the polls near.

Riven by dissension
The Gujarat Congress is under the control of a few rootless lead-
ers most of whom have not won even a single Assembly or parlia-
mentary poll — the likes of Himmatsinh Patel, Sagar Raika, Hi-
manshu Vyas and Gaurav Pandya. In the 2012 Assembly polls,
two main leaders of the Opposition party, then State unit chief
Arjun Modhwadia and then legislature party leader Shaktisinh
Gohil, had lost by more than 15,000 votes each. In�ghting is not
limited to the top level; it’s pervasive and has percolated to most
of the district units. It’s not the case that the Congress has no tal-
ent or base in Gujarat: its vote share has remained above 30%
despite consecutive drubbings at the hustings. However, the
vice-like grip of a few has prevented the rise of any new faces.
Leaders like Mr. Vaghela, Bharatsinh Solanki, Siddharth Patel,
Mr. Modhwadia and Mr. Gohil have been rotating posts such as
Congress Legislature Party leader or party president among
themselves in the last one decade. The party has no urban face
in a State which is rapidly urbanising with 43% urban popula-
tion, as per the 2011 census. In the two largest cities, Ahmedabad
and Surat, the Congress has only two MLAs out of 28.

Two years ago, the party did win a majority of district and
taluka panchayats following the Patidar agitation. Elements still
remain favourable: the quota stir may not be as intense and
forceful as it was in 2015 but there certainly are undercurrents;
and social unrests involving the Dalits and OBCs still simmer.
Party strategists in the BJP are reportedly toying with the idea of
consolidating OBCs, Dalits and tribals, who constitute around
70% of the population, to o�set Patidar losses, and replacing
over half the sitting legislators to minimise anti-incumbency. But
as a senior Congress legislator says, his party has to �ght on two
fronts, one against the BJP and the other in-house. Will it get its
act together?

The war within
The Congress is its own biggest enemy
as Assembly polls in Gujarat draw near
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SINGLE FILE

Mahesh Langa
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Dividend yield
Finance

The return that an investor
in a stock earns in the form
of cash dividends. The di-
vidend yield is calculated
by dividing the dividend
declared by a company
during the year by the cur-
rent market price of its
share. It increases as there
is an increase in the size of
dividends paid by the com-
pany or a decrease in its
share price. Since cash
represents real earnings,
stocks with high dividend
yields are considered to be
relatively safer invest-
ments and protected from
volatile swings in the mar-
ket. So, many conservative
investors adopt the
strategy of investing in
stocks with high dividend
yields.
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CONCEPTUAL

What we know on the 39
Indians missing from
Mosul 
http://bit.ly/indiansinMosul
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What is superintelligence?
The prognosis that artifi-
cially-intelligent (AI) ma-
chines will get to a point
where humanity could, in
theory, be made redund-
ant. The decades-old idea
triggered a social media
squabble this week
between Elon Musk, the
CEO of Tesla, and Mark
Zuckerberg, the Facebook
chief. Mr. Zuckerberg said
accelerated progress in AI
is a good thing as it could
eliminate deaths in car ac-
cidents and spell the end
of disease. On the other
hand, Mr. Musk thought
that, if not “regulated”, AI
could lead to doomsday
scenarios of machines tak-
ing over the Earth. 

Is there a history to this
debate apart from science
fiction? Silicon Valley ti-
tans, from Mr. Musk to Bill
Gates and physicist
Stephen Hawking are ac-
knowledged fans of an Ox-
ford philosopher, Nick
Bostrom, who has spent
little over a decade warn-
ing that humans have an
option of either achieving

“transcendence” or be-
coming extinct. Tran-
scendence, in this context,
involves conquering death
and people outsourcing
large parts of their mental
life to artificial brains. A lot
of Mr. Musk’s arguments
stem from those of Mr.
Bostrom, who relies on
probability theory to fore-
cast the future. 

Who’s right? It depends on
the time frame one’s con-
sidering. The most visible
threat that AI now poses is
the possibility of jobs be-
ing taken over by ma-
chines. But robots taking
over shop floors, or
autonomous cars making
drivers redundant don’t
yet constitute a ‘rise of the
machines’ because, as AI
optimists argue, old jobs
being made redundant im-
ply new ones being cre-
ated. 

However, Mr. Musk and
company argue that tradi-
tionally, regulation comes
about after a disaster
strikes. In the case of AI,
an accelerated improve-
ment in neural networks
could mean that even a

single machine, with a
mental capacity dwarfing
humans, could reorganise
the world in a manner that
it deems fit. Attempts by
humans to rein it in would
have little success in such
a scenario.

How exactly can research
in AI be regulated? Nobody
has any clue. Geoffrey Hin-
ton, one of the gurus of ar-
tificial neural networks,
said in an interview to The
New Yorker that each in-
cremental step towards
improving AI is only seen
as a challenging problem
that begs a neat solution.
In the early 20th century,
the knowledge that atoms
contain destructive, lethal
capacity didn’t hinder fun-
damental research in the
field. Governments did,
for a while, ban stem cell
research on the grounds
that it involved ‘destroy-
ing’ nascent life. However,
banning computer scient-
ists from trying to connect
semiconductors in the
most efficient way to simu-
late the human brain
would be a hard sell even
for a totalitarian regime.

Planet of machines
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Can AI make human life redundant?
Jacob Koshy

Thirty years have passed, not so quietly,
since President J.R. Jayewardene of Sri
Lanka and Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
of India signed the Indo-Sri Lanka Ac-
cord in July 1987. The accord’s story has
become part of history in India as well
as Sri Lanka. However, has Sri Lanka’s
politics changed since the advent of the
accord? The answer is both ‘yes’ and
‘no.’

In Sri Lanka, the most important
political change since 1987 has been the
total military defeat and demise of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). The accord was one of the early
attempts to bring Sri Lanka’s ethnic civil
war to an end by means of a political-
constitutional solution. On his part,
Rajiv Gandhi thought that a political
solution in Sri Lanka on India’s initiative
would not only resolve the island na-
tion’s ethnic conflict, but also ensure a
role for India in shaping the political tra-
jectories of a post-war Sri Lanka. This
thinking was subtly reflected in the ac-
cord’s clauses as well as annexures.

The accord had two immediate ob-
jectives. The first was to end Sri Lanka’s
ethnic war by persuading the Tamil mil-
itant groups to lay down their arms and
then join the so-called political main-
stream. The second was to alter the con-
stitutional and structural framework of
the Sri Lankan state and offer regional
autonomy to the minority Tamil com-
munity through devolution of powers.
The two objectives have been met with
only partial success.

The Tamil militant groups, with the
exception of the LTTE, agreed to follow
the political path opened up for them.
The LTTE rejected the accord, and re-
turned to war not only with the Sri
Lankan state, but also with the Indian
state. Within four months of the ac-
cord’s signing, India — its sponsor — be-
came a direct party to the war, demon-
strating the utterly unforeseen twists
and turns in Sri Lanka’s politics of civil
war. 

And the war went on and on till May
2009 when the government of Presid-
ent Mahinda Rajapaksa achieved the
seemingly impossible — a unilateral war
victory by decisively defeating the
LTTE, effectively and permanently end-
ing the ‘political-solution’ approach to
the ethnic conflict — an approach that

guided the drafting of the accord in July
1987.

The second objective of the accord
required a constitutional amendment.
The 13th Amendment to Sri Lanka’s
1978 Constitution was passed by Sri
Lankan Parliament in November 1987.
The new law, which closely followed the
Indian constitutional model of power-
sharing, created a system of Provincial
Councils in Sri Lanka’s nine Provinces.
Though rejected by the LTTE as an inad-
equate solution to the Tamil national
question, the 13th Amendment at least
restructured, de jure, Sri Lanka’s post-
colonial state, which had remained un-
reformable in the direction of pluralism
and multiethnicity. This, in retrospect,
is the single-most significant and lasting
contribution that the much-maligned
pact has made to Sri Lanka’s contem-
porary politics.

The 1987 system of devolution was
created on the basis of a set of import-
ant assumptions, as clearly articulated
in the text of the accord. These in-
cluded: Sri Lanka is a multiethnic and
multicultural society; Tamil demand for
secession is not politically tenable,
though understandable; regional
autonomy is the best alternative both to
a unitary state and separation; and Sri
Lanka’s ethnic conflict can be best man-
aged by political means, grounded in
the acknowledgement that the ethnic
minorities have legitimate political and
other grievances and aspirations.

Tracking the Councils
So, what has happened to Sri Lanka’s
Provincial Council system since Novem-
ber 1987? It has been a story of many
twists and turns. In the merged ‘North
Eastern Province’, the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF), the most leftist among Tamil
militant groups, formed a coalition after

winning the first Provincial Council
election, only to be confronted with a ri-
gid, unsympathetic and evasive political
class and bureaucracy in Colombo. The
despair led the EPRLF to declare a uni-
lateral declaration of independence and
its members then retreated to India for
political asylum. 

Provincial Councils continued in the
Sinhalese-majority Provinces, seven in
all, where there was no demand for de-
volution. Confined to these seven
Provinces and caught up in a powerful
ideological paradigm of a centralised
unitary state, the entire system of Pro-
vincial Councils found new political
reasons for their existence other than
regional autonomy. Two of them stand
above others. First, the Councils, con-
trary to the original intention of the law,
became institutional extensions of the
Central government and the ruling
party in Colombo. Second, they evolved
into institutions through which political
corruption and patronage politics got
decentralised and democratised. Even
the Northern Council, which was
formed anew after the war in 2013, and
run by a Chief Minister of the Tamil Na-
tional Alliance, has not been able to re-
verse this institutional paralysis.

Since July 1987, there have been signi-
ficant changes in Sri Lanka’s politics,
amidst which there is one constant. It is
the resistance to reforming the state,
and the state’s failure to become truly
pluralistic and multiethnic. This is des-
pite popular support for such reforms
and pledges made by political leaders to
win elections. Thirty years since the ac-
cord, Sri Lanka is fast losing momentum
to bring constitutional reform, yet
again.

Jayadeva Uyangoda recently retired as professor
of political science, Department of Political
Science and Public Policy, University of Colombo

Thirty years of soul-searching — the lasting legacy of 1987
The most signi�cant contribution of the much-maligned Indo-Sri Lanka Accord
has been the restructuring of the island nation’s postcolonial state

Jayadeva Uyangoda

Moment of opportunity: Then Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan
President J.R. Jayewardene signing the historic accord in July 1987. * THE HINDU ARCHIVES

July 29, 1987 was a watershed in Sri
Lanka’s history. That was the day In-
dian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
signed an accord with Sri Lankan Pres-
ident J.R. Jayewardene in Colombo, in
which Sri Lanka promised to share
power with the Tamil people. One can-
not also forget the attack on the Indian
Prime Minister later that day by a Naval
Rating at a Guard of Honour. If not for
his quick reflexes, the rifle butt that was
swung at him would most certainly
have cracked his skull. The history of
Sri Lanka would have been very differ-
ent had he not survived that assault, as
also the history of the Tamil people in
Sri Lanka if Rajiv Gandhi was not assas-
sinated four years later in Tamil Nadu.

A unique accord
The Indo-Sri Lanka Accord itself was
unique in that it was a bilateral interna-
tional agreement between two sover-
eign nations, where one promised the
other that an internal political re-
arrangement would be made in order
to solve the Tamil national question. It
was indeed ironic that a President
( Jayewardene) who popularised and
deified the concept of “unity, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka” assured the neighbour as to
how he would solve an “internal” polit-
ical question and then invited the In-
dian Army into Sri Lanka to help imple-
ment the accord. Following on this
promise, the Constitution of Sri Lanka
was amended, Provincial Councils were
created and two of those — North and
East — were merged, albeit temporarily,
but which lasted for nearly two
decades.

Upon the main Tamil political party,
the Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF), expressing dissatisfaction over
the devolution arrangements, President
Jayewardene subsequently in Novem-
ber 1987 gave a further written under-
taking to India that those areas would
be rectified. That was not followed up
since by then fighting had erupted
between the Indian Peace Keeping
Forces (IPKF) and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Jayewardena’s
successor, Ranasinghe Premadasa, ter-
minated the engagement with India on
the strength of direct negotiations with
the LTTE, thus ending the role India

could play in the full realisation of the
principles embodied in the accord.

Although very little mention is made
of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord in the Sri
Lankan government narratives there-
after, every attempt to solve the unre-
solved Tamil national question has in-
deed been on the lines of that accord,
which theoretically remains in force
even today. The question as to whether
Sri Lanka was breaching the agreement
arose when the Supreme Court by a
judgment in 2006 “demerged” the
Northern and Eastern provinces. That
still remains a moot question. Sri Lanka
though, for its part, has constantly as-
sured India that a satisfactory power-
sharing arrangement would be made. It
is noteworthy that it was during Presid-
ent Mahinda Rajapaksa’s tenure that no
less than three joint communiqués
were issued with India, promising to
“implement the 13th Amendment to the
full and building upon it so as to ensure
meaningful devolution of power”. Thus
even without explicit mention of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, Colombo at
least pays lip service to its obligations
under this agreement even now.

New Constitution
A major deviation from the policy of
non-acknowledgment of the accord oc-
curred when President Maithripala
Sirisena mentioned it as one of the
agreements which, if implemented,
would have prevented the enormous
loss of life in Sri Lanka. He said this in
his address to the Sri Lankan Parlia-
ment on January 9, 2016 while speaking
on the resolution to set up a Constitu-
tional Assembly to draft a new Constitu-
tion for the country. The other agree-
ments mentioned by him are the
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike-S.J.V.
Chelvanayakam Pact of 1957 and the
Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam

Agreement of 1965.
One and a half years after that

speech by President Sirisena, the Con-
stitutional Assembly is yet to receive
even an interim report from the Steer-
ing Committee, which is mandated with
the task of drafting a new Constitution,
although six subcommittee reports
were presented in December 2016. A
draft interim report was available at the
same time, but has been delayed owing
to political manoeuvring by different
political actors whose main objective
seems to be winning the next election
and not solving the vexed Tamil na-
tional question, which has plagued Sri
Lanka since independence and which
gave rise to a three-decade bloody war.

The Indo-Sri Lanka Accord gave Sri
Lanka the best chance to recover from
the devastation caused by the anti-
Tamil pogrom of July 1983, when
Colombo accepted New Delhi’s good of-
fices to solve this issue. But insincere
approach by successive Sri Lankan gov-
ernments, beginning with the one led
by Jayawardene who tried to short-
change the principles in the accord by
the half-baked 13th Amendment, saw
an escalation of the conflict, which has
now resulted in the issue being taken to
a global level. The present effort by the
Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe govern-
ment is yet the best opportunity to ar-
rive at a local consensus that can satis-
factorily solve this issue and set Sri
Lanka on a new prosperous path. But
that local consensus must necessarily
conform to the principles enunciated in
the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord if it is to suc-
ceed. The continuation of India’s “good
offices” in this regard is also vital for
this success.

M.A. Sumanthiran is President’s Counsel and a
Member of Parliament in Sri Lanka representing
the Tamil National Alliance

The Accord o�ered the best chance to resolve the Tamil national question
but was undermined by successive governments in Colombo

M.A. Sumanthiran

Missed chances: Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena with former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa in Colombo in August 2015. * GETTY IMAGES
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The Congress, the third
partner in the mahagath-
bandhan, appeared des-
pondent at the turn of
events in Patna. 

“We are deeply disap-
pointed by the news of Nit-
ish Kumar’s resignation.
Congress respects Nitish Ku-
mar as a leader,” said All In-
dia Congress Committee
general secretary Randeep
Surjewala. 

Sources told The Hindu

that Mr. Kumar had in-
formed the AICC general
secretary in charge of Bihar,
C.P. Joshi, while on the way
to Raj Bhavan. 

“Mr. Joshi asked him not

to take a decision in haste.
Neither Congress president
Sonia Gandhi nor vice-pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi were in-
formed,” said a source. 

The Congress said the
mandate was “given to
policies, programmes, and
leadership of mahagath-
bandhan, and the Congress
will do everything within its
means to see that the man-
date is honoured”.

Union Food Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan said that he
had predicted that the ma-
hagathbandhan “would not
last beyond two-and-a-half
years at the inception of the
government itself”. 

Need of the hour: PM

“Petitioners had argued that
there is a fundamental right
to privacy. You [Centre] had
stalled them by saying that
privacy is not a fundamental
right. You quoted our eight
and six judges’ Benches’
judgments to claim privacy
is not a fundamental right.
So, the five-judge Bench
hearing the Aadhaar peti-
tions referred the question
‘whether privacy is a funda-
mental right or not’ to us.
Now if you are saying that
privacy is a fundamental
right, shall we close this ref-
erence right now itself?”
Chief Justice Khehar asked
Mr. Venugopal.

The Attorney General ex-
plained to the Bench that
the government did not con-
sider privacy to be a single,
homogeneous right but

rather a “sub-species of the
fundamental right to per-
sonal liberty and consists of
diverse aspects. Not every
aspect of privacy is a funda-
mental right.” Some aspects
of privacy were expressly
defined in the Constitution,
while some were not. 

Mr. Venugopal said there
was a “fundamental right to
privacy. But this right is a
wholly qualified right.”

Mr. Venugopal argued
that privacy was submissive
to the fundamental right to
life under Article 21.
Aadhaar was a measure by
the state to ensure the teem-
ing millions of poor in the
country were not reduced
to lead an “animal
existence.”

The hearing is to con-
tinue on Thursday. 

‘Privacy is fundamental,

wholly quali�ed right’

The number of stone-throw-
ing incidents in Kashmir has
come down by half so far
this year from the corres-
ponding 2016 figure as se-
curity forces and investiga-
tion agencies have been
taking “effective” action
against separatists and oth-
ers, R.R. Bhatnagar, Dir-
ector-General, Central Re-
serve Police Force, said here
on Wednesday.

He said 1,590 incidents
were registered last year.
This year, the latest figure
was 424, which was “half of
what was last year”.

Situation improved
“It is a mix of what the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) is doing, it is a mix of
State police and security
forces doing the kind of con-
trol and hence the efforts of
the lawbreakers, stone-
throwers and violent mobs

are effectively blocked and
hence stone-throwing has
gone down,” he told
presspersons on the eve of

the 78th Raising Day of the
CRPF. 

“Our assessment is that
the situation in the Kashmir

Valley has improved. The
CRPF was coordinating with
the NIA in its crackdown on
separatists and their operat-
ives.” 

Mr. Bhatnagar said with
the use of less lethal am-
munition, the CRPF, which
had deployed 60 battalions
(at least 60,000 personnel)
in Jammu and Kashmir, had
“effectively been able to con-
trol” mobs.

The figures provided by
the force show it killed 75
militants and apprehended
252 and recovered 118
weapons this year in its op-
erations in the Valley.

AK-47s in Maoist areas
The CRPF will replace the
traditional INSAS weapons
used by its personnel in
Maoist-affected areas with
the AK series rifles. 

Mr. Bhatnagar said the
CRPF was moving a fresh
contingent of 2,000 person-
nel to south Bastar.

Stone-throwing incidents
curbed in Valley: CRPF chief
‘E�ective’ action of security forces and probe agencies shows positive results

Tackling the menace: A �le photo of protesters clashing with
police in the Batmaloo area of Srinagar. * NISSAR AHMAD

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) has rejected
the proposal of the West
Bengal State Committee to
offer party general secretary
Sitaram Yechury a third
term in the Rajya Sabha and
asked the Bengal unit to
either pick an Independent
candidate acceptable to the
entire Opposition there or
go it alone in the Rajya
Sabha election.

At the Central Commit-
tee, there was almost a
50:30 vote against a third
term for Mr. Yechury. Voting
became necessary when the
Central Committee mem-
bers from Bengal insisted on
a division. The CPI(M) polit-
buro had, on June 7, de-
cided that Mr. Yechury
should not contest for a
third time, in keeping with

the party convention.
The Bengal State Commit-

tee had wanted an excep-
tion for Mr. Yechury, given
the Congress offer of sup-
port. The Kerala group was,
however, in favour of con-
tinuing with the convention
and full compliance with the
21st CPI(M) Party Congress
decision against any under-
standing with the Congress. 

Mr. Yechury told
presspersons, “The CPI(M)
had fixed a two-term norm
to ensure a flow of leader-
ship. Our principles are
more important to us.” 

No third term
for Yechury
CPI(M) panel rejects Bengal unit’s plea 

Vikas Pathak

C. Gouridasan Nair

NEW DELHI/
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Sitaram Yechury

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said in the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday that for the “be-
nefit of television cameras”,
the Opposition “grossly mis-
used” the provision of “point
of order” during discussions
in the House. 

Mr. Jaitley’s remarks cre-
ated a furore and the House
was adjourned thrice, with
the Opposition demanding
that they be expunged.

Mr. Jaitley, the Leader of
the House, made the state-
ment while objecting to Con-
gress MP Anand Sharma’s
statement that the govern-
ment was undermining the
contributions of Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi.

Deputy Chairman P.J. Kur-
ien did not allow Mr. Sharma
to continue. In response, an

agitated Mr. Jaitley said,
“Normally, the Chair uses its
discretion for point of order.
The practice is being grossly
misused. Therefore, the
Chair should also be guided
by principles that you can-

not have a Zero Hour for be-
nefit of television cameras.
The whole speech [of Mr.
Sharma] should be ex-
punged … even the Chair is
bound by rules and you can-
not dictate the constitutional

authority.” As he was sworn
in on Tuesday, President
Ram Nath Kovind did not
mention the first Prime Min-
ister, Jawaharlal Nehru, in
his speech, drawing the ire
of the Congress. 

Anand Sharma’s plea
Mr. Sharma, however, said
he had not referred to any
high dignity. To this, Mr. Jait-
ley said, “We know the spirit
of what you are saying.”

Mr. Jaitley said some other
members had also given no-
tices, and the Chair must
protect their rights. He re-
ferred to a notice by BJP
member Subramanian
Swamy to raise the 2007
Samjhauta Express blast
case suggesting that crucial
evidence had been ignored
at the behest of the then UPA
government. 

DMK member Tiruchi Siva

said he was “hurt” by Mr.
Jaitley’s remarks that issues
were being raised for publi-
city. 

To this, Mr. Jaitley said,
“Every day what is not point
of order is raised as point of
order knowing fully that you
are violating the rule. None
of us were born today that
we don’t realise each other’s
games. We know this noise is
being created only because
some members want to raise
the issue of Samjhauta case.
We know that. Don’t provide
an alibi. I know they are your
ally parties. Don’t provide an
alibi.”

To the demand for expun-
ging Mr. Jaitley’s remarks,
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Hamid Ansari said the re-
cords would be examined,
but no conclusion could be
arrived at till then. “Let the
Chair do its own work.”

Opposition playing to the gallery: Jaitley
Furore in House as he says parties are raising points of order for the bene�t of television cameras

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Making a point: Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in the Rajya
Sabha in New Delhi on Wednesday. * PTI

The BJP Parliamentary
Board on Wednesday nom-
inated party president
Amit Shah and Union Min-
ister Smriti Irani as party
candidates for the Rajya
Sabha elections in Gujarat.
The party nominated Sam-
patiya Uikey, a tribal leader
from Mandla district, as a
candidate in Madhya Pra-
desh, where a by-election
had been necessitated fol-
lowing the death of Envir-
onment Minister Anil
Madhav Dave.

The Board’s secretary,
Health Minister J.P. Nadda,
made the announcement
at the party headquarters
here amid an unfolding
political crisis in Bihar. 

A fight on the cards
BJP sources said that while
the party had not an-
nounced an official candid-
ate for the third Rajya
Sabha seat in Gujarat, for
which the Congress has
enough numbers and nom-
inated its senior leader
Ahmed Patel, it could sup-
port an Independent can-
didate. 

A senior party general
secretary said, “The Inde-
pendent candidate should
be strong enough to effect
defections from the Con-
gress. Let us see tomorrow
[Thursday].” 

Sources said the candid-
ate could be a relative of
the former Leader of the
the Opposition in the Gu-
jarat Assembly Shankar
Sinh Vaghela. During the
presidential elections, 11
MLAs of the Congress had
cross-voted in favour of
Ram Nath Kovind.

Sources said Mr. Shah’s
Rajya Sabha nomination
was “nothing more than a
signal that he did not want
to fight the Assembly polls
in Gujarat this year (he is
an MLA from Naranpura).”

Amit Shah to
�ght RS polls
from Gujarat
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Admitting that sensitive in-
formation such as bank ac-
count details of beneficiar-
ies were made public
online by its various de-
partments, the govern-
ment on Wednesday said
there was no proposal for
providing compensation to
such individuals.

Some instances have
come to the notice of the
government wherein per-
sonal identity or informa-
tion of the residents includ-
ing Aadhaar number and
demographic information
and sensitive data such as
bank account details col-
lected by several Ministries
and departments for wel-
fare schemes have been
published online, Minister
of State for Electronics P.P.
Chaudhary said in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha.

Centre
admits to
data leak
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Privacy is a constitutional
right but not an absolute
one. The state may collect
and use personal data of cit-
izens for a legitimate pur-
pose and not by compul-
sion, non-BJP-ruled
Karnataka, West Bengal,
Punjab and Puducherry, told
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday.

Seeking to intervene be-
fore a nine-judge Bench led
by Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar, they stressed the
need for a “robust data pro-
tection law, which if violated
would lead to serious con-
sequences” to curb the leak-
age of personal information
by non-state players.

“Technology has made
privacy manifestations mul-

tifold. So declare privacy as
a constitutional right,”
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
argued for the States.

Mr. Sibal said the court
should protect the citizens’
“legitimate expectations” for
privacy in a digital age.

“There is no secret in the
world. That is how techno-

logy has transformed our
world. Evolution of techno-
logy has made state intru-
sion easy,” Mr. Sibal said.

He wanted the court to
consider the aspect of part-
ing of personal information
for legitimate and compel-
ling state necessities.

Later in the day, Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud spelt out a
balancing middle path on
the aspect of the state col-
lecting and using personal
information. He said there
can be three conditions on
which the state can collect
personal data, that is, if it is
under a law; if it is securely
kept; and thirdly, if it is used
or shared for the purpose
specified at the time of its
collection or for any other
legitimate purpose like
tracking terror activities.

Privacy not an absolute
right: Oppn.-ruled States 
They stress need for data protection law to curb leakage 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Kapil Sibal

Two days after Speaker Sum-
itra Mahajan suspended six
Congress MPs for five days,
turmoil continued in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday, with
the Opposition accusing the
Union government of not
only obstructing debates on
rural distress and mob
killings but also applying one
yardstick for BJP members
and another for Opposition
MPs when rules were
flouted. 

The House was adjourned
repeatedly on Wednesday,
with External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj postpon-
ing her statement on 39
missing Indians in Mosul for
some time. 

The Congress demanded
that the act of filming the live

proceedings of the Lok
Sabha by Anurag Thakur, BJP
MP, be referred to the Priv-
ileges Committee.

Dual yardstick
Alleging a dual yardstick, the
party recalled that Aam
Aadmi Party MP Bhagwant
Mann had been suspended
for an entire session for a

similar offence, but Mr.
Thakur had been let off with
a “simple warning”, tan-
tamount to a rap on the
knuckles, by Speaker Sum-
itra Mahajan. 

“If someone has objec-
tions to my mobile phone,
then I express my regret,”
Mr. Thakur said after Ms. Ma-
hajan warned members
against the use of mobile
phones inside the House.
She asked Mr. Thakur to
tender an apology to the
House. 

Opposition MPs said Mr.

Mann too had expressed re-
gret, but had been suspen-
ded for an entire session last
year. 

‘PM evading House’
Outside Parliament, Leader
of the Congress Legislature
Party, Mallikarjun Kharge
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi chose to speak at
public rallies, and “missed
opportunities for a meaning-
ful debate” to be held in Par-
liament. 

Asked why the issues
were moved under an ad-
journment motion and not
any other non-voting rule as
the government has been
saying, he said, “Adjourn-
ment motion is one of the
most important parliament-
ary tools to fix government
accountability.”

Ruckus over MP �lming House
Turmoil in Lok Sabha as Congress says BJP member was let o� lightly for his act

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI <> If someone has

objections to my

mobile phone,

then I express my

regret

Anurag Thakur

BJP MP

Anurag Thakur

The Opposition asked Fin-
ance Minister Arun Jaitley
on Thursday to clarify if
the government had de-
cided to scrap the ₹2,000
note and introduce a
₹1,000 coin as several such
rumours were doing the
rounds.

Sharad Yadav of the JD
(U) said in the Rajya Sabha,
“If government doesn’t
reply, people will start re-
turning these notes.” 

Mr. Jaitley, however, did
not respond. Deputy Chair-
man P. J. Kurien said it was
for the RBI to reply. 

Naresh Agrawal of the
SP then said the demonet-
isation decision last
November was of the gov-
ernment, not the RBI’s.

Centre silent
on currency
ban rumour
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The government will not de-
clare the 39 missing Indian
citizens in Iraq dead without
evidence. Speaking in the
Lok Sabha, External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj said
on Wednesday that there
was no concrete evidence
that the 39 Indians abduc-
ted from Mosul in Iraq had
been killed. 

“This file will not close till
there is proof that the 39 In-
dians were dead. I will not
commit the sin of declaring
them dead without any
evidence,” Ms. Swaraj said,
two days after holding talks
with the Iraqi Foreign Minis-
ter on the issue.

Not misled

Ms. Swaraj said, “I have
never misled. I want to ask

the Opposition what benefit
will I get by misleading.
What benefit my govern-
ment will get by misleading
the people on the issue,” she
said.

The 39 Indians were ab-
ducted by the Islamic State
terror group in 2014, within
three weeks of the swearing-
in of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment. 

Says Centre will try to trace them

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Sushma Swaraj

FreeCharge has been in
talks with several other play-
ers in recent times, includ-
ing rival Paytm, owned by
One97 Communications,
but the tech-savvy private
sector lender was able to
snap up the payment
vendor amid stiff competi-
tion. Media reports also sug-
gested that online player
Amazon had been in talks to
acquire the digital wallet
service provider.

The deal will give Axis
Bank the ammunition to
take on its rivals like HDFC
Bank and State Bank of In-

dia which have become ag-
gressive in the digital pay-
ments space. Axis Bank also
has its own wallet, PayGo,
but it remains to be seen if
the lender chooses to retain
the latter brand name post
the acquisition. Snapdeal
acquired FreeCharge in 2015
for about ₹2,500 crore in a
cash-and-stock deal. Now,
Snapdeal is also considering
a proposal to be acquired by
its rival Flipkart for up to
$950 million.

Axis Bank and
FreeCharge officials were
not available for comment. 

Axis Bank to snap up
FreeCharge

of minority shareholders
will be protected.

The merger, if complete,
will be one of the biggest ac-
quisitions in the Indian e-
commerce space. 

The deal has been in the
works for about five
months, however, the nego-
tiations have been moving at
a very slow pace.

Up till now, the discus-
sions of the buyout deal
were being held between
shareholders who were also
Board members -- SoftBank,
Nexus Venture Partners, Ka-
laari Capital and the two
co-founders.

Once the comments and
feedback from the investors
are received, the Board will
consider the buyout pro-
posal for approval.

Snapdeal was not reach-
able for comments. How-
ever, the company’s board is
expected to meet next
week.

Recently, PremjiInvest,
which is the personal invest-
ment arm of Wipro Chair-
man Azim Premji, had also
written to Snapdeal seeking
greater clarity on the terms
of the deal. 

PremjiInvest had also
questioned how the rights

Snapdeal to seek
investors’ views 

No proof of death of
39 Indians: Sushma

“We had made Nitish Kumar
Chief Minister and stitched
together the grand alliance
assiduously which has a
mandate for five years… the
CM has never demanded
any resignation,” said Mr.
Prasad. “If Mr. Kumar
doesn’t want to run the gov-
ernment that is his prob-
lem.” “It is for the CBI to
seek clarification, not JD(U)
…has JD(U) become the po-
lice to seek clarifications?”,
Mr. Prasad asked. 

Mr. Tejashwi Yadav said,
“it’s all the BJP gameplan to
create a rift in the grand alli-
ance government…it is their
plan to have BJP Chief Minis-
ters in every State.” 

On the corruption
charges, he said, “what cor-
ruption? It’s all fabrication-
…and I’ve given my answer
to the investigating agen-
cies…I too have my public
image to defend.”

Mr. Kumar declared that
“his commitment was to the
people of Bihar and its
development.”

Asked about Opposition
unity, he said that he was al-
ways for it “but what is the
agenda of the Opposition. A
reactive agenda will not
work.” He, however, did not
disclose his future strategy,
merely saying, “let’s see
what will happen next.” 

Earlier, in the day Mr. Ku-
mar had called a meeting of
his Janata Dal (United) lead-
ers and legislators to discuss
the situation and after an
hour he drove straight to the
Raj Bhavan to submit his
resignation. 

The RJD too held a meet-
ing of its party leaders and
legislators in the afternoon
and later party chief Lalu
Prasad reiterated that there
was no question of Mr. Te-
jashwi Yadav’s resignation.

Nitish Kumar resigns
as Chief Minister
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The Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee’s (GEAC)
sub-committee has drafted
several recommendations on
GM mustard before it ap-
proved the crop for commer-
cial release in May this year.
These included a proposal
for legal action on farmers
using the glufosinate-based
herbicide (Basta) on the crop
unless otherwise approved
by the Central Insecticides
Board and Registration
Committee.

In response to an RTI
query, the GEAC has
provided minutes of the sub-
committee’s May 11, 2017

meeting. The minutes, ac-
cessed by The Hindu, reflect
an apprehension that farm-
ers may use herbicides to kill
weeds that grow in crops of
herbicide-tolerant GM Mus-
tard. 

Detrimental to humans
Glufosinate-based herbicides
act as a neurotoxin and have
adverse impacts on humans,
according to the U.S. Na-
tional Institute of Health.

To a query on how the
GEAC proposes to ensure ad-
herence to its recommenda-
tions, GEAC sub-committee
member C.R. Babu, also Dir-
ector of the Centre for Envir-
onmental Management of

Degraded Ecosystems, Uni-
versity of Delhi, told The

Hindu that the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
was contemplating setting
up a system to monitor the
planting of GM mustard
seeds when commercially
released.

Bt cotton lessons
However, anti-GM activists
question how effective such
regulation will be, drawing
attention to the experience
with Bt cotton, the country’s
first and only commercially
released GM crop. The GEAC
had recommended plant
refuges wherever Bt cotton
was planted to ensure pests

did not develop resistance to
the Bt toxin. 

“In the case of Bt cotton
the government’s record of
ensuring adherence to re-
commendations has been
very poor,” said Kavitha Kur-
uganti, activist and convenor
of ASHA (Alliance for Sus-
tainable & Holistic
Agriculture).

On Monday, the Centre
submitted to the Supreme
Court that it would file its af-
fidavit on its preparedness
for commercial release of
GM Mustard on July 29. The
Supreme Court has asked
the government to stay the
commercial release of GM
mustard until it does so.

Panel for action against farmers
using herbicides on GM mustard
Anti-GM activists question e�cacy of such regulation 

Vidya Venkat

Chennai

RJD leader Lalu Prasad on
Wednesday gave a new twist
to Nitish Kumar’s resigna-
tion, saying a pending case
against him and not the dif-
ferences over corruption
charges against Tejashwi Ya-
dav was at the root of the JD
(U) leader’s “resignation
drama.” 

In the 1991 Lok Sabha
polls, a man named Sitaram
Singh was killed at a polling
station in Pandarak and Mr.
Kumar is among the ac-
cused. He had made a men-
tion of the case in the affi-
davit he filed while
contesting the Legislative
Council election, Lalu told a
press conference.

He claimed that a court in
Barh had taken cognisance
of the charges against Mr.
Kumar in 2009 and that the
case was still alive in the
Patna High Court.

“Nitish knew that he was
soon going to be hauled up
by the court and will have to
quit in any case. He made
the Tejashwi issue a ruse to
exit before that happens,”
the RJD leader claimed.

He slammed Mr. Kumar
for seeking explanation
from Tejashwi over graft
charges against him, saying
“We will give the documents
to CBI. Who are they to ask
for it? Has Tejashwi engaged
in any act of corruption as a
Minister in Bihar?” 

“There is the involvement
of Narendra Modi in all this.
Nitish has slapped the
people of Bihar and now
people like Sushil Modi [a
top State BJP leader and

former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter] are eager to form the
government with the JD(U),”
he said.

Replying to a question,
Mr. Prasad said he had not
sacrificed the grand alliance
government for the “love of
his son.” “We were the
largest party in the grand al-
liance. Tejashwi got the post
of the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter. We had the mandate of
the people,” he said.

‘A charade’
Criticising Mr. Kumar, Shiv-
anand Tiwari, a confidant of
Mr. Prasad, said: “He is us-
ing zero tolerance as a
charade,” Mr. Tiwari told re-
porters. He also referred to
Mr. Kumar’s efforts to rope
in INLD chief Om Prakash
Chautala, lodged in jail in a
corruption case, in his at-
tempt to cobble up a united
Janata Dal. 

Nitish has slapped the people of Bihar, says Lalu
‘We were the largest party in the grand alliance. Tejashwi got the post of the Deputy Chief Minister. We had the mandate of the people’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s dramatic resigna-
tion on Wednesday evening
on the grounds that he could
no longer tolerate the pres-
ence of his deputy, Tejashwi
Yadav, against whom there
are allegations of corruption,
in his Ministry was not en-
tirely unexpected. 

His actions in recent
months — supporting de-
monetisation and his backing
the BJP-led NDA’s presiden-
tial candidate, Ram Nath
Kovind, to name just two —
had already made the rest of
the Opposition wary about
his intentions. 

Nevertheless, his resigna-
tion — and his accompanying
remarks about the RJD – de-
livered a body blow to the
Opposition unity that was be-
ing gradually forged by 18
parties to challenge the BJP,
ahead of the 2019 general
elections and, indeed, to the
possibility of Mr. Kumar
emerging as the leader of this
group and as a possible
prime ministerial candidate. 

The Congress that was
part of the grand coalition in
Bihar — in which the RJD, the
JD(U) were the larger parties
— that routed the BJP in the
Bihar polls in 2015, appears
to have read Mr. Kumar’s ac-
tion as one calculated to sub-

vert Opposition unity: after
all, the cases that Mr. Kumar
has referred to were in exist-
ence when he had forged a
pre-poll alliance with the RJD
and become CM.

The BJP swiftly moved in,
praising Mr. Kumar’s action,
and giving its letter of sup-
port to a government headed
by him, giving the appear-
ance of a “scripted” se-
quence of events, as a Con-
gress leader from Bihar said. 

Congress ‘disappointed’
Indeed, in an official state-
ment, Congress chief spokes-
person Randeep Surjewala
read out a carefully nuanced
statement. Saying the party

was “deeply disappointed”
by the resignation of Mr. Ku-
mar for whom the Con-
gress, particularly its presid-
ent Sonia Gandhi and
vice-president Rahul
Gandhi have high regard
for, he pointed out that the
mahagathbandhan had
been given a five-year man-
date by the people on the
basis of “its policies and col-
lective leadership” and be-
cause it had opposed the
ideology and leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Congress, he
said, would try and fill the
breach in the coalition so
that the government could
complete its five-year term.

A ‘scripted’ sequence of events
Nitish’s support to the NDA on key issues had made the Opposition suspicious
Smita Gupta 

New Delhi

Day of drama: RJD senior leader Rabri Devi and Health Minister Tej Pratap Yadav with supporters in Patna on Wednesday. At right, Nitish Kumar with senior BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi at a legislators’ meeting in Patna. * PTI

India’s friendly ties with Is-
rael could ‘interfere’ with
the ongoing Israel-Palestini-
ans conflict over the Al Aqsa
mosque in Jerusalem, said
the envoy of Palestine on
Wednesday. The Ambas-
sador, Adnan Abu Al Haija,
termed Israel’s latest secur-
ity measures in Al Aqsa
compound a ‘religious war’
and said Palestine expected
a “positive attitude” from
the Indian government.

“India’s present govern-
ment is friendly to Israel.
Previous governments were
also close to Israel but this
government is particularly
so. India’s friendly ties with
Israel could interfere with
the present situation in Jeru-
salem,” said the envoy. “The
Al Aqsa mosque is an Is-
lamic place of worship. Jeru-
salem is a city of three reli-
gions and we respect all
religions.” He, however
maintained that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s recent
visit to Israel which ex-
cluded a visit to the

Palestinian territory did not
impact ties between two
sides. 

The envoy said Israel had
been trying to disturb the
sanctity of the Al Aqsa
mosque for a long time but
for the first time since 1967
has begun the Judaisation
process of the site which is
holy to both Muslims and
the Jewish. “The Judaisation
campaign of Israel received
a serious blow last year
when UNESCO declared Al
Aqsa mosque compound to
be uniquely Muslim. This
has infuriated Israel, which
decided to go with the latest
provocation,” he said.

‘India-Israel ties can
a�ect Al Aqsa con�ict’
India must play a positive role: envoy
Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Adnan Abu Al Haija

In the wake of a raging con-
troversy over the decision to
scrap free rations for milit-
ary personnel in peace sta-
tions, the government on
Wednesday clarified that
while those in forward areas
would continue to get free
rations, personnel in peace
stations would be paid in
cash in place of rations.

The clarifications came a
day after a serving Army of-
ficer served a legal notice
against the move.

“The 7th Pay Commission
in its recommendations to
the Government on Pay and
Allowances of the Armed
Forces had recommended
that the provision of free ra-
tions and the grant of Ration
Money Allowance to officers
of Defence Forces posted in
peace areas should be with-
drawn,” the Government
pointed out.

However, the Modi gov-
ernment took a different
view “given the important
role of the Armed Forces.”
Thus it was decided that

“Ration Money Allowance
should be continued,” it said
on Wednesday. 

“While those in forward
stations will continue to get
their free ration without any
change, officers posted in
peace stations will be
provided this benefit in
cash. The cash would be
credited directly into the
bank accounts of officers,”
the Government said. 

Under the new scheme,
officers would get Rs. 96 per
day in place of free ration.

Widespread resentment
The government clarifica-
tion came in the wake re-
ports of widespread anger
among military personnel
over the move. A serving
colonel has served a legal
notice to the Defence Sec-
retary over the issue.

Colonel Mukul Dev, in his
notice, said he joined the
Army after weighing in all
the service terms, including
free rations. “There was no
mention of provision of cash
in lieu of free rations in the
notification,” his notice said.

Personnel in peace
stations to get cash

Centre clari�es on Army rations

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Cardinal Pell denies
abuse charges in court
MELBOURNE

Vatican �nance chief Cardinal

George Pell, 76, a top adviser

to Pope Francis, denied all

charges of historical sexual

abuse on Wednesday at his

�rst appearance in an

Australian court over the

allegations. He returned from

Rome earlier this month to

face the charges in a

Melbourne court. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Abducted Pak. envoys
rescued in Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD 

Two Pakistani diplomats, who

were abducted in

Afghanistan last month, have

been "safely recovered" in a

security operation on

Wednesday, the Foreign

Ministry in Islamabad said.

The pair had been handed

over to Pakistani embassy in

Kabul, the Ministry said. AFP

Scalise leaves hospital 6
weeks after being shot
WASHINGTON

Steve Scalise, 51, the U.S.

Congressman shot last month

by a gunman angry about

President Donald Trump, was

released on Tuesday from the

hospital and will undergo

extended rehabilitation, the

hospital announced on

Wednesday. He was shot in

the left hip. AFP

U.S. slaps sanctions on
13 Venezuelan o�cials
WASHINGTON

The United States on

Wednesday imposed

sanctions on 13 current or

former senior Venezuelan

o�cials, piling the pressure

on embattled President

Nicolas Maduro to abandon

plans for a weekend vote to

elect a body to rewrite the

Constitution. AFP

The United States will not
“accept or allow” trans-
gender individuals in the mil-
itary, President Donald
Trump declared on Wednes-
day, reversing a decision
taken by the Barack Obama
administration last year. 

The decision that Mr.
Trump announced on Twit-
ter on Wednesday morning
was in the making ever since
his administration came into
power. Last week, Defense
Secretary James Mattis
ordered pausing of fresh in-
duction of transgender indi-
viduals into military. 

About 2,450 of the ap-
proximately 1.3 million act-
ive-duty service members
are estimated to be trans-
genders. Their future now
remains unclear after the
President’s announcement. 

Mr. Trump said on Twitter

that American forces “must
be focussed on decisive and
overwhelming victory.” 

“After consultation with
my generals and military ex-
perts, please be advised that
the United States govern-

ment will not accept or allow
transgender individuals to
serve in any capacity in the
U.S. military,” Mr. Trump
said. 

“Our military must be fo-
cussed on decisive and over-

whelming victory and can-
not be burdened with the
tremendous medical costs
and disruption that trans-
gender in the military would
entail,” he said.

Allowing transgenders to

serve openly in the military
was the last of the several
measures during the Obama
administration to advance
equity in the military. 

‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’
In 2011, the U.S military ad-
opted a “don’t ask, don’t
tell” for gay men, lesbians
and bisexuals. Women were
allowed in all combat roles in
2015. 

In 2016, then Defence Sec-
retary Ash Carter lifted the
ban on transgender individu-
als from serving. Hundreds
of transgenders in the milit-
ary lived a secret life to avoid
dismissal until then. 

The Obama administra-
tion also required the
Pentagon to pay for medical
costs for gender transition,
which has infuriated many
Republicans. Several Repub-
lican lawmakers are pushing
to undo this provision.

No transgenders in military: Trump
‘Forces can’t be burdened with the tremendous medical costs that transgenders would entail’

Contrarian stance: United States President Donald Trump during a campaign-style rally at the
Covelli Centre in Youngstown, Ohio, on Tuesday. * THE NEW YORK TIMES

Varghese K. George

Washington

The European Union hit out
at the United States on Wed-
nesday after an overwhelm-
ing vote by the House of
Representatives to impose
new sanctions on Russia left
President Donald Trump fa-
cing a tough call. 

The package, which tar-
gets Russia, Iran and North
Korea, “tightens the screws
on our most dangerous ad-
versaries in order to keep
Americans safe,” House
Speaker Paul Ryan said after
it passed on Tuesday by 419
votes to three. 

It now heads to the Sen-
ate before Mr. Trump faces
the tricky choice of whether
to veto the Bill, opposed by
the White House and con-
siderably constrains his abil-
ity to lift the penalties.

EU ready to act
While Moscow and Tehran
raised the prospect of retali-
ation over any fresh punitive
measures, the EU also
warned it was “ready to act
to protect European in-
terests” if the legislation hit
dealings with the Russian
energy sector. 

The U.S. Bill was the res-
ult of a congressional com-
promise aimed at punishing
the Kremlin for allegedly in-
terfering in the 2016 U.S.
presidential election and in-
tervening in Ukraine. 

Key among the provisions
is one that handcuffs Mr.
Trump by complicating any
unilateral efforts to ease
sanctions against Moscow in
future.

“Left unchecked, Russia
is sure to continue its ag-
gression,” House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee chairman
Ed Royce said, applauding
the Bill’s backing.

Despite initially opposing

the Bill, Mr. Trump appears
to have few options in the
face of near-total consensus
in Congress, with a decision
likely due by mid-August.

Spokeswoman Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said the
White House was still “re-
viewing the House legisla-
tion and awaits a final legis-
lative package for the
President’s desk.”

But even if Mr. Trump
were to veto the legislation,
Congress would likely be
able to overcome such a
blockage with a two-thirds
majority in each chamber.

‘Won’t go unanswered’
Moscow responded angrily,
with Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Ryabkov insisting
Washington had been
warned “dozens of times”
that any new sanctions
would “not go unanswered.”

“The authors and spon-
sors of this Bill are taking a
very serious step towards
destroying the possibilities
for normalising relations
with Russia,” he told state-
run TASS news agency. 

European commission-
ers, the EU executive’s top
officials, “expressed their
concerns notably because of
the draft Bill’s possible im-
pact on EU energy inde-
pendence,” the bloc said in
a statement following talks
in Brussels on Wednesday.

Rift opens between
Europe, U.S. over
new Russia sanctions

Will protect our interests, warns EU

Agence France-Presse

Moscow

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov

Anthony Scaramucci, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
new communications dir-
ector, vowed on Tuesday to
purge the White House staff
of disloyal aides in an effort
to crack down on leaks, as
another member of the
press staff resigned from a
West Wing reeling from an
unfolding shake-up.

“I’m going to fire every-
body — that’s how,” Mr.
Scaramucci told reporters in
the White House driveway,
when asked how he planned
to identify who had been
disclosing information to re-

porters without authorisa-
tion and ensure that the
leaks stopped. He said he
had authority directly from
Mr. Trump to do so.

“You’re either going to
stop leaking, or you’re going
to get fired,” he said.

“If I’ve got to get the thing
down to me and Sarah

Huckabee, then the leaking
will stop,” he added, refer-
ring to Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, the newly named
press secretary, who
stepped in after Sean Spicer
resigned last week in protest
of Mr. Scaramucci’s hiring.

Michael C. Short, an as-
sistant press secretary who
had been close to Mr. Spicer,
resigned just hours after Mr.
Scaramucci had been
quoted in a news report on
Tuesday saying that he
would be fired. 

The White House con-
firmed the move in a terse
news release, saying Ms.
Sanders had accepted Mr.
Short’s resignation. NYT

I’m going to �re everybody:
Scaramucci on WH leaks
Says he has authority directly from President Trump to do so

JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

MAGGIE HABERMAN

WASHINGTON

Anthony Scaramucci

Hold your breath: Children wearing masks wait for their school bus while shrouded in thick smoke due to peat forest �res in Aceh
province, Indonesia, on Wednesday. The country’s disaster mitigation agency has warned of an escalating threat of forest �res,
with the dry season expected to peak in the coming months. * AFP
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Air scare

Prodded by President Don-
ald Trump, a bitterly divided
Senate voted, at last, on
Tuesday to move forward
with the Republicans’ long-
promised legislation to re-
peal and replace
Obamacare.

There was high drama as
Senator John McCain re-
turned to the Capitol for the
first time after being dia-
gnosed with brain cancer to
cast a decisive “yes” vote to
open the debate on Obama-
care in the Senate. 

The final tally was 51-50,
with Vice President Mike
Pence, exercising his consti-
tutional prerogative, break-
ing the tie after two Repub-
licans joined all 48
Democrats in voting “no.” 

When the Senate voted on
Tuesday evening on the Bill’s
initial amendment, it under-

scored how hard it would be
for the chamber’s divided
Republicans to pass a sweep-
ing replacement of former
President Barrack Obama’s
law. By 57-43, it blocked a
wide-ranging proposal by
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell to erase
and replace much of the stat-
ute. It included language by
Senator Ted Cruz, letting in-

surers sell cut-rate policies
with skimpy coverage, plus
an additional $100 billion to
help States ease out-of-
pocket costs for people los-
ing Medicaid a provision
sought by Midwestern mod-
erates. 

McCain’s entrance
On the day’s opening vote to
begin debate, and with all
senators in their seats and
protesters agitating outside
and briefly inside the cham-
ber, the vote was held open
at length before Mr. McCain,
80, entered the chamber. 

Greeted by cheers, he
smiled and dispensed hugs
but with the scars from re-
cent surgery starkly visible
on the left side of his face. 

Despite voting “yes,” he
took a lecturing tone after-
ward and hardly saw success
assured for the legislation
after weeks of misfires.

At last, U.S. Senate opens
debate on Obamacare 
Final tally 51-50; Pence exercises constitutional prerogative

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Senate underscored that
it would be hard to pass a
sweeping replacement.

President Hassan Rouhani
said on Wednesday Iran
would respond in kind to
any breach by the United
States of the 2015 nuclear
deal after the House of
Representatives passed a
new sanctions Bill.

“If the enemy steps over
part of the agreement, we
will do the same, and if
they step over the entire
deal, we will do the same
too,” Mr. Rouhani said at a
cabinet meeting aired by
state broadcaster IRIB. 

The Iranian Parliament’s
national security and for-
eign affairs committee said
it would hold an ex-
traordinary session on Sat-
urday to discuss its re-
sponse. The Parliament
voted earlier this month to
fast-track a bill introduced
in June that would increase
funds for Iran's missile pro-
gramme and Revolutionary
Guards. 

‘Iran will
respond in
kind to U.S.’ 
Agence France-Presse

Tehran

A former member of an IRA
splinter group on Wednes-
day admitted to a German
court his role in carrying out
an attack at a British base in
Germany 21 years ago.

The Belfast-born man,
48, identified by Irish media
as James Corry, was arrested
in December at Frankfurt
Airport after his extradition
by Irish authorities.

A total of 15 hearings have
been scheduled for the trial
for attempted murder, ac-
cording to the court in the
city of Osnabrueck in north-
western Germany, which
did not name the suspect.

He is an alleged former
member of a so-called “act-
ive service unit” of the Pro-
visional Irish Republican
Army.

He and four co-conspirat-
ors on June 28, 1996 al-

legedly parked a small truck
outside the city’s Quebec
Barracks and fired three
mortar shells from an im-
provised launch battery.

Two of them failed to go
off and the third hit the
driveway of a nearby petrol
station.

‘Sheer luck’
No one was injured, which
the court said was “only due
to sheer luck.”

In a statement read out
by his lawyer in court, the
defendant said he helped to
install the mortar launcher.

He said the aim was not
to kill as many British sol-
diers as possible, but simply
to show that they were not
safe even outside the U.K.

The suspect also said he
was no longer involved in
the militant group, but re-
fused to name his
accomplices.

IRA suspect admits to
role in Germany attack

Incident took place 21 years ago

Agence France-Presse

Berlin

This week, Britain and the
U.S. commenced talks on the
potential for post-Brexit
trade, though the talks have
been overshadowed by con-
cerns in Britain particularly
over whether Britain would
be forced to lower its food
standards to accommodate
U.S. demands.

The U.S.-U.K. Trade and
Investment Working Group’s
first meeting took place in
Washington D.C. earlier this
week. Rather like the work-
ing group set up between
Britain and India to explore
post-Brexit opportunities,
the meetings cannot involve
negotiations on a free trade
deal, but can explore the po-
tential of what could happen
after Britain exits. 

Striking such deals will be
crucial for the government
to be able to push forward
with its plans to leave the EU
Customs Union, which cre-

ates an area-wide tariff free
zone, but requires member
states to come to joint trad-
ing arrangements.

Latest controversy 
The latest controversy over
food standards — and in par-
ticular U.S. demands to al-
low the export of cheaper
poultry washed in chlorine —
highlights the difficulties of
this process. The govern-
ment, eager to show that it
was “taking back control”,
does not want to simply ca-
pitulate to demands of
stronger nations just to se-
cure trade deals. 

Chlorine-washed chicken
is currently banned under
EU regulations, and public
concern about such chicken
coming to the U.K. remains
high. 

Europe’s reasoning for the
ban is not because of the im-
pact of the chlorine per se,
but because the use of chlor-
ine to wash the chicken

leads to laxer safety stand-
ards, with poultry producers
relying on this to “clean” the
chicken.

“The issue of access to
European poultry markets is
a long-standing one for the

U.S. and its vast chicken ex-
porting industry,” wrote the
Adam Smith Institute in a re-
cent report, in which it said
that to “nimbly” negotiate
the trade deals it wanted
post-Brexit, it would have to

cil, which represents the sec-
tor, warned on Tuesday
against the import of chlor-
ine-washed chicken, warn-
ing it would be a “betrayal”
to British farmers and an ac-
tion that would “throw away
British farming... a secure
post-Brexit deal must be
about Britain’s future food
security and safety”.

While it may appear a
small issue, it is reflective of
wider concerns about a re-
laxation of standards and
changes as Britain seeks to
step up trade globally. 

The British Medical Asso-
ciation and others have
warned the government
about the need to protect
the NHS from privatisation
in the event of a U.S.-U.K.
trade deal, while there are
fears that by relaxing its
standards on a range of
things, it will be harder for
Britain to trade with the rest
of the EU, which will main-
tain rigorous standards.

“compromise in allowing po-
tential partners access to
parts of its economy that the
EU would never have accep-
ted… Some of the country’s
most influential lobbyists
have made clear that they
are keen on pressing for
chlorinated chicken to be
part of any U.S.-U.K. trade
deal.”

Split within govt.
Trade secretary Liam Fox
has dismissed concerns
about chlorine-washed
chicken as a “detail” at the
very end of a sector of a po-
tential free trade agreement,
though Britain’s Environ-
ment Secretary Michael
Gove said on Wednesday
that Britain would not allow
any lowering of standards in
trade deals sought, including
chlorinated chicken, high-
lighting the split within the
U.K. government on the
issue.

The British Poultry Coun-

U.S. wants to export cheaper poultry washed in chlorine to Britain, which is now banned under EU rules 

Vidya Ram

London

Coming home to roost: Europe’s principal reasoning for the ban
is the claim that the use of chlorine to wash chicken lowers
safety standards. * AP

Chlorinated chicken overshadows U.S.-U.K. trade talks

At least 26 Afghan soldiers
have been killed in a Taliban
attack on a military base in
southern Kandahar
province, the Defence Min-
istry said on Wednesday, the
latest blow to the country’s
struggling security forces.

The Afghan air force said
it carried out strikes backing
up soldiers on the ground
during the hours-long attack
on the base, which began
late on Tuesday and ended
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday. 

At least 13 soldiers were
also wounded in the attack,
Ministry spokesman Gen-
eral Dawlat Waziri said. The

Afghan forces “bravely res-
isted”, he said, adding that
they killed more than 80 in-
surgents. 

The camp was located in
the remote Karzali area of
Khakrez district, near the
border with restive Hel-
mand, where the Taliban
hold vast swathes of territ-
ory. “We conducted mul-
tiple airstrikes, killing
dozens of them. Our heli-
copters transported
wounded soldiers to hospit-
als in Kandahar,” said the
provincial air force com-
mander. 

One senior army source
said up to 12 soldiers were
still missing following the
assault.

26 Afghan soldiers
dead in Taliban attack

80 insurgents were killed: spokesman

Agence France-Presse

Kandahar
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Japanese auto major Nissan
on Wednesday introduced
Datsun redi-Go with a one-
litre petrol engine, with
prices starting at ₹3.57 lakh
(ex-showroom Delhi).

The new variant delivers a
fuel efficiency of 22.5 km per
litre. The top-end variant of
the model is priced at ₹3.72
lakh (ex-showroom).

“Building on the success-
ful launch of redi—Go last
year, Datsun now offers a
more powerful driving ex-
perience with the redi-Go
1.0L,” Nissan Motor India
Managing Director Arun Mal-
hotra told reporters here.

The new model brings
more power, style and con-
venience for the customers,
he added.

The variant is powered by
intelligent spark automated
technology (iSAT) 1-litre,
three-cylinder engine which
is paired with a five-speed

manual transmission.
Nissan had unveiled the

800 cc redi-Go last year. 

Sports variant
Later, the company had also
introduced a limited edition
sports variant of the model.

The Japanese auto major
had re-introduced the Dat-

sun brand globally with the
launch of the entry level Dat-
sun Go in India in 2014. A
year later, it introduced the
Go Plus multi purpose van
which was followed by the
redi-Go last year.

The Datsun brand has
sold a total of 90,000 units
so far.

Nissan introduces Datsun
redi-Go with 1 litre engine 
New variant delivers a fuel e�ciency of 22.5 km per litre

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Power play: Olympic winner wrestler Sakshi Malik and Arun
Malhotra, MD Nissan India, in New Delhi on Wednesday * PTI

The National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) al-
lowed banks to initiate in-
solvency proceedings
against Bhushan Steel and
Bhushan Steel and Power.
The petition for initiating
the insolvency process was
filed by SBI in the case of
Bhushan Steel while a sim-
ilar plea was filed by Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB)
against Bhushan Steel and
Power. 

There is a 180-day time
line to decide on a resolu-
tion plan in accordance
with the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
2016.

Bhushan
�rms face
IBC action 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The 50-share benchmark
Nifty closed above the psy-
chological mark of 10,000
for the first time ever on
Wednesday, with overall
positive trends in global
markets and gains in select
index heavyweights pushing
equity indices to a new high.

The Nifty of the National
Stock Exchange (NSE)
gained 56.1 points to close at
10,020.65. Intraday, the in-
dex touched a high of
10,025.95. The 30-share
Sensex gained 154.19 points
to close at a new high of
32,382.46.

“There is no reason why
India should not attract in-
vestment from across the
world and domestically,”
but in the near term, funda-
mentals need to catch up,
said Vikram Limaye, the
newly-appointed head of
NSE, commenting on the
milestone.

Gains in the global mar-
ket also acted as a catalyst in
lifting investor sentiments.
While Asian indices like
Nikkei and Hang Seng
gained ground, most
European indices were also
trading in the green. The
Dow Jones and Nasdaq are
also trading at record levels.

In a �rst ever, Nifty
closes above 10,000 

Global cues lift investor sentiment

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Jaguar Land Rover called for
financial incentives and
charging infrastructure
needed to ensure the take-
up of electric vehicles at the
rate needed to meet the
U.K.’s target of banning all
new petrol and diesel cars
by 2040. “Only 1% of cars
driven in the U.K. today are
electric,” it noted, adding
that it recognised that zero
emissions were the “future.”

‘Working towards 2040’
“We welcome the clarity
provided on the transition to
the future where electric
cars are the norm… JLR is
already working towards the
2040 timetable in moving to
autonomous, connected,
electric vehicles.” Last year,
JLR unveiled its first electric
car — the I-Pace, set to go on
sale next year. From 2020,
every new JLR vehicle line
will have an electric option.

“New, clean diesel and
petrol engines will retain a
key role in controlling car-

bon emissions and restrict-
ing air pollution. ”

A similar call came from
Britain’s auto industry body,
which said that enough time
was needed to allow the sec-
tor to adjust. “Much de-
pends on the cost of these
new technologies and how
willing consumers are to ad-
opt battery, plug in hybrid
and hydrogen cars,” said
Mike Hawes, CEO, Society of
Motor Manufacturers and
Traders Ltd. “Currently, de-
mand for alternatively
fuelled vehicles is growing
but still at a very low level as
consumers have concern

over affordability, range and
charging points.”

With governments across
the world warning of penal-
ties or bans on the use of
diesel or petrol cars, the
global auto industry has be-
gun to react. Sweden’s Volvo
said this month that all its
new cars from 2019 would
be either entirely electric or
hybrid, marking the “end of
the solely combustion en-
gine-powered car.” Earlier
this week, BMW said that a
fully electric version of the
Mini would be built at its Ox-
ford factory from 2019.

While industry may be
concerned about a lack of
time and support, environ-
mental campaigners are
seeking more urgent action.
“We cannot wait nearly a
quarter of a century for real
action to tackle the public
health emergency caused by
air pollution,” warned
Areeba Hamid of Green-
peace U.K. “Germany, India,
the Netherlands and Norway
are all considering bans by
2030 or sooner.”

‘Only 1% U.K. cars electric now’ 
JLR calls for incentives, charging infrastructure

Vidya Ram

LONDON

Housing Development and
Finance Corporation (HDFC)
on Wednesday reported a
net profit of ₹1,556 crore for
the quarter ended June 30 as
compared with ₹1,871 crore
reported in the year-earlier
period. 

However, the numbers
are not exactly comparable
since HDFC benefited from a
one time income of ₹922
crore in the first quarter of
2016-17 from its stake sale in
its general insurance arm to
ERGO International AG.
HDFC had also created a
one-time special provision of
₹275 crore as a charge to the
statement of profit and loss.

HDFC said the effective
tax rate for the quarter
ended June 30, 2017 was

higher at 34% compared
with 30.7% in the corres-
ponding quarter of the pre-
vious year. 

Yes Bank
Yes Bank reported 32% in-
crease in its net profit to
₹965.5 crore for the first
quarter of 2016-17 on the
back of 44% increase in net
interest income to ₹1,809
crore. Non-interest income
rose 17.8% to ₹1,132 crore
while net interest margin
was 3.7%, up 30 basis points
over the year earlier period.

The bank reported 32%
growth in advances and
22.6% growth in deposits
with current and savings ac-
count deposits constituting
36.8% of the total. 

The gross NPA ratio of the
lender was 0.97% as on June

end as compared to 0.79% in
the year ago period.

Federal Bank 
Federal bank Ltd. reported a
25.61% rise in its standalone
net profit for the first
quarter ended June 30, 2017
at ₹210 crore against ₹167
crore in the year-earlier
period. Total income rose
17.20% to ₹2,653 crore
(₹2,263 crore). Net interest
income increased 15.68% to
₹801 crore (₹692 crore).

During the period under
review, the bank’s gross NPA
reduced to 2.42% from
2.92% and net NPA from
1.68% to 1.39%. The provi-
sion coverage ratio was
70.26%, according to a regu-
latory filing. On Wednesday,
its shares fell 3.57% to
₹114.80 on the BSE.

HDFC’s �rst quarter pro�t
slides to ₹1,556 crore
It bene�ted from one-time income of ₹922 in Q1 FY17

special correspondent

Mumbai/chennai

The National Company
Law Tribunal, Chennai,
has appointed an Insolv-
ency Resolution Profes-
sional (IRP) for Nagarjuna
Oil Corporation Ltd.
(NOCL) which is setting up
a six million tonne refinery
on the east coast at Cud-
dalore in Tamil Nadu. 

Tuesday’s order was
based on an application
filed by the creditors, a reg-
ulatory filing by Nagarjuna
Oil Refinery Ltd., which
holds 46.78% of the equity
capital in NOCL, said.

“The company shall be
entitled to take any pro-
posal before the IRP during
the period of six months or
such extension that may be
permitted in the event an
investor is identified to
take the project forward,”
the filing said.

NOCL gets
insolvency
o�cial 
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Economic activity is expec-
ted to rebound due to a
supportive monetary
policy, the effect of the
Goods and Services Tax,
and the eventual formalisa-
tion of the economy due to
demonetisation, according
to a report by Fitch
Ratings.

The withdrawal of cash
due to demonetisation had
temporarily hurt economic
growth in India, it said.

“Nevertheless, we ex-
pect growth to pick up
soon, helped by the sup-
portive monetary policy of
the previous two years —
which was facilitated by a
surge in bank liquidity due
to demonetisation — and
stepped-up structural re-
forms,” the report added.
The report also highlighted
uncertainty over the gov-
ernment committing to re-
ducing its debt and the det-
rimental effect of farm loan
waivers on states’ finances.

‘GST, note
ban to boost
economy’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Britain will join other
European nations in plans to
ban diesel and petrol-fuelled
cars in the coming decades,
in a move designed to force a
shake up within the auto in-
dustry as governments seek
to deal with high levels of air
pollution and climate
change.

New diesel and petrol cars
will be banned by 2040, as
part of a package of meas-
ures designed to improve air
quality in Britain, and meet
tough EU rules on emissions,
particularly around nitrogen
dioxide emissions.

‘No alternative’
“There is no alternative… we
cannot carry on with diesel
and petrol — we would accel-
erate climate change and do
damage to our planet and
the next generation,” Bri-
tain’s environment secretary
Michael Gove told BBC Radio
ahead of the announcement. 

The plan also includes a

£255 million package for
local governments to bring
in innovative solutions that
would result in shorter-term
changes too. While the gov-
ernment hopes to avoid
charges in the short term, it
remains a possibility in high
emission areas. The an-
nouncement puts flesh on
previous government ambi-
tions. “We want almost
every car and van to be zero
emission by 2050,” read the
Conservative Party’s 2017
election manifesto.

Last year, Norway an-
nounced plans to phase out
new petrol and diesel
vehicles by 2025, via a green
tax system, while France will
end the sales of these
vehicles by 2040, according
to plans unveiled by Em-
manuel Macron’s govern-
ment earlier this month.
Germany’s Bundesrat called
for petrol vehicles to be
phased out by 2030.

Britain’s high levels of air
pollution, estimated to cause
40,000 deaths a year, has

come under close scrutiny in
recent years, with London
breaching its annual air pol-
lution limits under EU rules
just 117 hours into 2017. 

The government says 4%
of Britain’s major roads are
in breach of air pollution
limits. 

Much concern has fo-
cused on diesel cars, em-
braced by Britain alongside
the rest of Europe, thanks to
an incentive programme and
the belief that it was more ef-
ficient and less polluting — a
perspective that has been
rapidly dispelled, particu-
larly in the wake of the Volk-
swagen emissions scandal. 

“Moving people to cleaner
vehicles by 2040 is wel-
come, but illegal pollution
should be tackled as soon as
possible,” tweeted Clien-
tEarth, a campaign group
that had taken the govern-
ment to court demanding
that it publish its plans to
tackle air pollution, arguing
that its current proposals did
not meet legal requirements. 

Petrol, diesel cars face ban in U.K.
Phase-out move by 2040 to help meet EU emission norms, improve air quality

Vidya Ram

LONDON

Smoky start: London breached its annual air pollution limits
under EU rules just 117 hours into 2017. * AFP

In a significant move, the
Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission (CAC) adopted three
Codex standards for black,
white and green pepper,
cumin and thyme paving the
way for an universal agree-
ment on identifying quality
spices in various countries.

The CAC cleared these
standards at its session held
in Geneva recently. 

The adoption of Codex
standards for the three
spices, it is pointed out, will
help evolve a common
standardisation process for
their global trade and
availability.

“This (Codex standard)
will bring harmony to the

global spice trade and en-
sure availability of high qual-
ity, clean and safe spices to
the world,’’ said Union Com-
merce Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in a statement. 

“It may be a small begin-
ning considering the num-

ber of commodities waiting
in the ranks for the stand-
ardisation process. But what
is really heartening is that
spices have made a definit-
ive entry into the league of
commodities having Codex
standards, and India played

a key role in achieving this
objective,’’ she added.

‘Food code’
The Codex Alimentarius or
“Food Code” is a collection
of standards, guidelines and
codes of practice adopted by
the Codex Alimentarius
Commission. The Commis-
sion, also known as CAC, is
the central part of the joint
FAO (Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United
Nations)/WHO (World Health
Organisation) Food Stand-
ards Programme. 

With the adoption of Co-
dex standards, member-na-
tions would now have refer-
ence points and benchmarks
to align their national stand-
ards for spices with Codex. 

The standards will ensure availability of high quality, clean and safe spices 

K.T. Jagannathan

Chennai

Coding quality: The adoption of standards by CAC will pave the
way for a global pact on identifying quality spices.

CAC adopts Codex norms for three spices
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IN BRIEF

‘Firms under IBC free to
move higher courts‘
MUMBAI

With some large stressed

�rms challenging the RBI’s

directives to banks to initiate

proceedings against them

under the Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code in High

Courts, RBI Deputy Governor

S.S. Mundra said nobody

could be prevented from

approaching the judiciary.

Last week, the Gujarat High

Court had dismissed Essar

Steel’s plea against the RBI

to start insolvency

proceedings against it. PTI

Maruti Suzuki opens �rst
Nexa service centre
NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) on

Wednesday opened its �rst

service centre under

premium retail chain Nexa

and plans to have around

300 such outlets by 2020.

The company opened the

�rst Nexa service workshop

at Gurugram. “NEXA was an

important step in Maruti

Suzuki’s transformation

journey,” MSI MD & CEO

Kenichi Ayukawa said. MSI

sells S-Cross, Baleno, Baleno

RS, Ciaz and Ignis through

the Nexa channel. PTI

Shanti Gears net rises
3.47% on better sales
CHENNAI

Shanti Gears, a subsidiary of

Tube Investments India, has

reported a 3.47% increase in

its standalone net pro�t for

the �rst quarter ended June

30 to ₹5.06 crore against

₹4.89 crore reported for the

corresponding year-earlier

period, on improved sales

performance. Its turnover

increased 22% to ₹56.49

crore against ₹46.42 crore.

During the quarter under

review, the order book grew

by ₹64 crore, taking the total

to ₹125 crore. 

Card to facilitate visa-free
multiple short-term entry
across the RCEP region for
business and tourism
purposes.

‘Positions changing’
Official sources told The

Hindu that while some
countries of the ten-mem-
ber ASEAN bloc have sup-
ported India’s call for de-
tailed discussions to have
binding commitments on
temporary movement of
professionals as part of the
RCEP agreement, Australia

Boost for India on easy visa norms
Some ASEAN
nations back bid 
ARUN S

Hyderabad

Quick journey: India’s
interests are in short-term
travel. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

and New Zealand (who are
RCEP members) are block-
ing the move. “These posi-
tions keep changing dur-
ing the negotiations, but
we (India) are trying (to se-
cure India’s interests in the
services sector),” an offi-
cial privy to the negoti-
ations said. 

India, which has a vast
pool of services profes-
sionals, including from IT/
ITeS, sector, had been
leading the talks on easing
restrictions on temporary
movement of profession-
als. 

Allaying the fears of
many RCEP member na-
tions that it would lead to
migration of professionals
from India and loss of jobs
for locals, India has been
saying that its demands on
temporary movement of
professionals and skilled
workers should not be
confused with permanent
movement or immigration. 

Pressure is mounting on In-
dia to open up its more than
$300 billion-worth public
procurement market under
the proposed mega Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
called the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-
ship (RCEP). 

Public/government pro-
curement broadly refers to
the process by which govern-
ment (at the Central, State
and local levels), its agencies/
departments and State-
owned enterprises procure
goods and/or services only
for their own use, and not
for sale/resale commercially. 

Binding commitments
Official sources told The

Hindu that an increasing
number of countries includ-
ing China, Japan, South
Korea, Australia and New
Zealand as well as a few from
the 10-member ASEAN bloc
including Singapore and
Malaysia, were pushing for
binding commitments to mu-
tually liberalise government
procurement markets in the
16 Asia Pacific nations, in-
cluding themselves and India
involved in the mega-FTA
talks. 

Incidentally, during the
ongoing 19th round of the
RCEP Trade Negotiating
Committee meeting at the
technical level being held at
the Hyderabad International
Convention Centre, the 16
countries agreed to consti-
tute a Working Group on gov-
ernment procurement to
take forward negotiations on
the topic and include it as a
separate chapter in the final
agreement, sources said.

They, however, said India
would not give in to the de-
mands from these countries
for “market access and na-
tional treatment (equal treat-
ment of foreign and local
firms)” pertaining to govern-
ment procurement in the
RCEP agreement, and not
even undertake any commit-
ment on a “best endeavour

basis.” Even in India’s separ-
ate FTAs with Japan, South
Korea and Singapore (that
are already in force), “mar-
ket access and national treat-
ment” have been kept out of
the government procure-
ment chapter. The maximum

extent that India could go to,
is to agree to ensure trans-
parency and cooperation in
government procurement
matters (including informa-
tion exchange and sharing of
knowledge) as part of the
RCEP agreement, they said. 

Sources said though RCEP
member countries including
Japan, South Korea, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and
Singapore may not have a

“PSU [Public Sector Unit]
culture” as such, they had
norms that indirectly made it
difficult for foreign firms, in-
cluding from India, to take
part in their public procure-
ment process. 

‘Language barrier’
Countries like China, Japan
and South Korea, may out-
wardly have an open pro-
curement market, but make
it difficult for foreign firms to
participate by phrasing re-
quirements in local lan-
guage, sources said. 

This ensures that do-
mestic firms with a grasp
over the local language get to
submit the documents on
time, unlike foreign firms
who get hit by the language
barrier, the sources said.

India is not a signatory to
the Government Procure-
ment Agreement within the

WTO framework because it
wants to retain its policy
space to meet its develop-
ment needs through public
procurement process. In
May, the Indian government
had brought out a policy
providing preference in gov-
ernment procurement to
local goods and services sup-
pliers. This was to push the
‘Make In India’ initiative, en-
sure greater flow of capital
and technology into do-
mestic services and manu-
facturing, and in turn, boost
job creation locally as well as
promote small enterprises. 

Then in June, it came up
with an order restricting or
excluding from public pro-
curement tenders in India,
the firms from those nations
where Indian suppliers are
not allowed to participate
and/or compete in govern-
ment procurement process. 

‘India must free procurement’ 
More RCEP nations are pushing the country to unlock the over $300 bn. market

ARUN S

Hyderabad

Budget hotel franchise Fab-
Hotels has raised $25 mil-
lion in a Series B investment
led by Goldman Sachs In-
vestment Partners, the com-
pany said on Wednesday.
Accel Partners, an existing
investor, also participated in
the round. 

The funds will further ac-
celerate the nationwide ex-
pansion of FabHotels, it
said.

“This investment by
Goldman Sachs will further
strengthen our market lead-
ership position, brand and
expansion,” said Vaibhav
Aggarwal, co-founder and
CEO, FabHotels. 

“We see significant
growth potential in the

budget lodging market in In-
dia and believe it is ripe for
disruption,” said Shweta
Bhatia, head of Asia invest-
ments at the Venture Capital
and Growth Equity team at
Goldman Sachs Investment
Partners. 

FabHotels’ franchise

model focusses on partnering
with budget hotels having ca-
pacity of 20 to 40 rooms. 

It currently operates over
5,000 rooms across more
than 225 franchise hotels in-
cluding in Mumbai, the Na-
tional Capital Region and
Bengaluru.

Goldman Sachs leads investment in budget hotel franchise

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI

Stepping on the gas: The time is ripe for disruption in the
budget lodging market, says Goldman Sachs. * REUTERS

FabHotels raises $25 mn,
eyes pan India expansion 

Microsoft on Wednesday of-
ficially unveiled Kaizala, a
mobile-only productivity
application to simplify large
group communication for
Indian organisations.

“Microsoft Kaizala, a
made for India product,
brings together the two dis-
parate worlds of mobile
only messaging apps and a
digitally integrated modern
workplace,” Anant Mahesh-
wari, president, Microsoft
India, said in a statement.

He said the product
would make it possible for
organisations to interact
with everyone seamlessly.
The application had been
optimised for 2G networks
to enable connectivity in re-
mote locations and offered
features with offline sup-

port. While basic version
would be free for Android
and iOS users, Microsoft
would also make available a
‘Pro’ version for ₹130 per
user per month.

Microsoft unveils
Kaizala app in India

Aimed at large group communication

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Anant Maheshwari and Rajiv
Kumar at the unveiling.

<> The app is

optimised to spur

connectivity in

remote locations

Bitcoins can provide a su-
perior route to encourage
digital transactions, a re-
port by PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
said, adding it is essential
to expand the regulatory
framework for bitcoins to
reinforce safety and secur-
ity aspects.

“Arguably, bitcoins can
be a boon for the large
population of the country
which is still unbanked; it
can provide them a super-
ior and simple peer-to-peer
digital currency trading
platform through desktops
and mobile devices,” the
report, titled Industry Per-
spective on Bitcoins, said.
However, it highlighted the
importance of a regulatory
framework and awareness
programmes about bene-
fits and dangers of bitcoins.

‘Bitcoins
must be
regulated’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

India’s push for easier
norms on movement of
professionals across bor-
ders for short-term work in
16 Asia-Pacific nations, in-
cluding itself, under a pro-
posed mega Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) — is
learnt to have found favour
with some ASEAN-bloc
members.

The proposed FTA, offi-
cially known as the Re-
gional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
(RCEP), is being negotiated
by these countries in the
Asia-Pacific region. 

The RCEP technical
level talks are currently go-
ing on in Hyderabad. 

A few ASEAN countries
are also understood to be
supporting India’s pro-
posal for an RCEP Travel

<> The maximum that

India could commit

to, is ensure

transparency
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Shikhar Dhawan feels at
home in the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium. His second
hundred at the venue exhib-
ited fluidity much like the
festooned kite flown by a
tourist from the nearby fort. 

The opener’s 190 (168b,
31x4), his fifth Test ton, was a
walk in the park when com-

pared to his relatively work-
man-like 134 off 271 deliveries
here in 2015. A placid pitch, a
largely pedestrian Sri Lankan
attack and a slice of luck
when he was dropped on 31,
by Asela Gunaratne at

second slip when he edged
Lahiru Kumara, meant that
Dhawan could not be denied
his moment under the sun.

The southpaw’s superb ef-
fort and his 253-run second-
wicket partnership off 280
balls with fellow-centurion
Cheteshwar Pujara (144 bat-
ting, 247b, 12x4) built India a
strong base in the first Test
that commenced here on
Wednesday. 

Going strong

At close on the opening day,
Virat Kohli’s men were 399
for three in their first innings
with Pujara and Ajinkya Ra-
hane (39 batting) staying firm
in an unfinished 113-run
fourth-wicket partnership. 

Dhawan missed a double
century that was his to own.
A tired shot off seamer
Nuwan Pradeep found An-
gelo Mathews at mid-off. But
Dhawan had done enough
for India to believe that it
held the reins. 

He was busy right from
the moment the morning
drizzle stopped and play
started on time after Hardik
Pandya got his debut cap and
Kohli elected to bat.
Dhawan’s opening partner
Abhinav Mukund, though,

offered a half-stride and a
tentative bat to Pradeep. 

Pujara walked in with his
winnowing steps, just as
some fans trudged into the
grass-banks that split the
ground from the adjoining
road and the sea. 

He was nearly dismissed
twice, as he raced from the
non-striker’s end when
Dhawan’s cuts against off-
spinner Dilruwan Perera
died in a packed cordon. Sri
Lanka captain Rangana
Herath had placed a 6-3 field
and Pujara retreated just in
time.

Dhawan and Pujara did a
few glove-punches, spoke a
bit and settled into their
steady alliance. Dhawan
drove, flicked and cut Pra-
deep, Kumara and Perera.
When Herath stepped in
from the 19th over, Dhawan
often danced down the track
and unsettled the left-arm
spinner. 

Pujara steered and on-
drove the fast bowlers and
his pull off Perera fused
sharp footwork and precise
timing. 

There was an attempt to
lure Dhawan into top-edging
the hook. Pradeep and Ku-
mara banged it in short while

two men manned the fence
between square-leg and fine-
leg. 

The opener rolled his
wrists and kept his hooks
down and, with the calm Pu-
jara for company, he stayed

in a rarefied zone. 
India, clocking four runs

per over, went to lunch at 115
for one. The second session
was more fruitful, yielding
167 for one from 28 overs,
Dhawan contributing 126! 

It wasn’t entirely smooth
as he had to constantly alert
the groundstaff about cover-
ing a sight-screen advertise-
ment and cope with a slug-
gish outfield. 

Yet, nothing could dilute

his effervescence and a
swept four off Perera took
him to a century. The signa-
ture celebration followed —
helmet off, arms stretched
wide, and a swish of the bat.

Pujara, living in the shad-
ows, found his lumines-
cence, cover-driving Kumara
to reach his fifty. 

Dhawan, meanwhile, re-
mained impetuous, scooping
a four off Herath and essay-
ing a pick-up shot over fine-
leg off Kumara. 

Just before tea, Dhawan
perished and just after, in the
last session, Kohli fell to the
hook, feathering to the wick-
etkeeper as Sri Lanka found
its review vindicated. 

At 286 for three, India had
to guard against compla-
cence and in Pujara and Ra-
hane it had the right men. 

Pujara owned the final ses-
sion, his cover drives oozing
elegance. His 12th Test hun-
dred was an exposition of his
one significant trait — solid-
ity. 

If Dhawan batted on famil-
iar terrain, Pujara’s tenure
was all about making a mark
in his first batting stint at
Galle after missing the game
here in 2015. 

Together, the duo, a blend
of fire and ice, ensured that
India will influence the
match’s remaining rhythms.

Dhawan and Pujara send Sri Lanka on a leather hunt
India builds a strong base in the �rst Test with the duo adding 253 runs for the second wicket o� 280 balls 

Sweeping success: Shikhar Dhawan, though unlucky to miss out on a double century, put India
in command on day one of the �rst Test. * AFP

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Galle

INDIA IN LANKA
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SPORT

Sri Lanka vs India: 1st Test,
Sony Six, Sony Six HD, Sony
TEN 3 & Sony TEN 3 HD, 10 a.m.
England v South Africa: 3rd
Test, SS Select 1 & HD, 3.30
p.m.
FINA World Championships:
SS Select 2 & 2 HD, 12.50 p.m.
and SS Select 1 & HD, 11.50
p.m. & 1.20 a.m. (Friday)
UTT: SS Select 2 & HD, 7.40
p.m. 

TV PICKS

A gamut of expressions
shimmered across Shikhar
Dhawan’s face when he ad-
dressed the media on Wed-
nesday. The fatigue after
playing a long innings, the
consternation over gifting his
wicket and the pride of hav-
ing scored 190 were all evid-
ent. 

But, largely it was about
his expansive grin. That was
understandable because
between his two Test hun-
dreds here — 2015 and now —
Dhawan played 14 innings
without scoring a ton. His re-
lief was palpable. Excerpts.

Not an original choice

My plans were to go to
Melbourne and spend time
with my family and get fit for
the ODI series. I was in Hong
Kong on a holiday and from
there I flew to India and
joined the team. Destiny had
a different plan. I was happy,
of course, to make a
comeback to the Test side.
Unfortunately, (Murali) Vijay
wasn’t fit. 

A fluent innings

Yeah, actually. My debut

innings (against Australia)
was more like this one. Even
against Bangladesh, I scored
a quick hundred, but this
was better.

The pitch

The wicket was good and
there wasn’t much spin. But,
it has true bounce and good
pace and I batted well too.
The special thing about this
venue is that I am scoring
runs.

Countering spin

There wasn’t much turn,
so I thought I can attack
more. The sweep shot is a
very individual thing. I am a

good sweeper, so I used my
strength. 
The dismissal

I was disappointed. I
would have loved a 200. But
more than that, I got out at
the wrong time. It was the
last over before tea. But the
way I was playing, I was con-
fident that I could clear mid-
off. Unfortunately, it didn’t
go my way. 
Consistency benchmark

When I got out of the Test
side, it hurt me. But then, I
moved on and started play-
ing domestic cricket. I always
like to be happy. I am going
to keep doing my fitness
training and work on my skill
level. 

Destiny had a di�erent plan, says Dhawan
Special Correspondent

Galle

Pujara, an ideal foil 
for Dhawan. * AP

Asanka Gurusinha, Sri
Lanka’s team manager, ad-
mitted that his bowlers did
not perform consistently
during the first Test’s open-
ing day. 

“We have to be honest
that we didn’t bowl well.
Nuwan Pradeep was the
most outstanding I thought.
It’s a good batting wicket.
We bowled on both sides of
the wicket. Shikhar Dhawan
just took over the game. His
190 was one reason we find
ourselves in this situation,”
Gurusinha said.

Stating that Pradeep re-
mains the first-choice
seamer, Gurusinha added
that going in with four bowl-
ers was the right choice.
“We did discuss playing the
additional bowler, but de-
cided to stick to this combin-
ation. Unless you have
someone like (Muttiah) Mur-
alitharan, I don’t think you
can do anything about it.”

Gurusinha said that it
would be ideal if a few bats-
men could also turn their
arm over. “Not many of our

top-order guys can bowl.
Those days we had guys like
Sanath Jayasuriya and Ara-
vinda de Silva, who could
bowl and take wickets. 

“That’s a luxury that India
has and we don’t. We have
asked guys like Kusal
Mendis, Dhananjaya de Silva
and Danushka Gunathilaka
to bowl more,” Gurusinha

said. Speaking about Sri
Lanka’s prospects in the re-
mainder of the match,
Gurusinha said: “You never
know. This is Galle and after
scoring 600 runs you can
still lose a Test. 

“Our batsmen have to just
go out and play good cricket.
Let’s see what happens on
the last two days.”

We didn’t bowl well: Gurusinha 
Special Correspondent

Galle

Asela Gunaratne has been

ruled out for a minimum of

four weeks after he

fractured his left thumb

during the opening day of

the first Test here on

Wednesday. 

The Sri Lankan batsman,

standing at second slip,

dived to pouch a snick from

Shikhar Dhawan but

grassed the catch and

injured his thumb. 

X-rays later confirmed

that he had fractured the

left thumb. Sri Lanka’s

cricket manager and former

player Asanka Gurusinha

said: “It’s a sad one and he

will undergo surgery. Most

probably he will miss a

minimum of four weeks. 

“We will know in the

next 48 hours about the

time-frame. He has

fractures in three places. As

soon as we saw the X-rays

we knew it was very serious

and we rushed him to

Colombo. We received a call

around 3.30 p.m. saying

that the surgeons had seen

him and they will operate

on him.” 

Gunaratne ruled out 
Special Correspondent

Galle

A few hours after arriving to
a rousing reception in the
wee hours of Wednesday,
Mithali Raj announced that
her team making the final of
the ICC Women’s World Cup
final, and the celebration of
the achievement in India, is
just “the beginning of good
times for Indian women’s
cricket.”

“This is a first of its kind
for all of us; it’s overwhelm-
ing to receive such a recep-
tion,” said the Indian cap-
tain, who was part of the
team that had made the
World Cup final in 2005 too.

The veteran, who made
her India debut in 1999,
spoke of how coming under
the BCCI had seen women’s
cricket in India take big
strides. “In 2005, women’s
cricket was not under the
BCCI, so the reception then
was [quieter]. It’s huge now,
and I’m sure the girls would

have enjoyed it,” Mithali
said. “The women have al-
ways deserved it. The broad-
cast and live telecast of the
games — and, of course,
coming under the BCCI —
has made a huge difference.”

“It’s just the beginning of
good times for women’s
cricket.”

The 34-year-old said the
overall standards had im-
proved world over. “It’s just
not the Indian team, but also
the other teams that put up
very good standard of play
throughout the World Cup;
and that has actually
provided an impetus (for the
development of the wo-
men’s game) globally,” she
said.

So, is the time ripe for a
Women’s IPL?

“If someone had asked
me a couple of years ago, I
probably would not have
agreed. But at the World
Cup, women cricketers took
the game to a different level;

it was probably because of
the leagues in Australia and
England,” Mithali said. 

“Even a couple of our
players have improved, and
really performed. So I am
sure that if India has some-
thing like that, it will only
help; even the domestic
players would gain exposure
to a good environment and
have a chance to interact
with international
cricketers.

“But it’s up to the BCCI.”

Mithali also dwelt on the
challenges of captaincy.
“There will always be criti-
cism... which is good if it’s
constructive,” she said. “If I
start listening to everyone,
my mind would not work. I
need to be in sync with
coach and not with the oth-
ers who were probably ques-
tioning my captaincy.

“Today I can proudly say
that it’s because of the team
that we did well. It’s all
credit to them.”

‘The beginning of good times’ 

G. Viswanath

Mumbai

Acknowledgement at last: A spectacular run right up to the �nal of the ICC World Cup in
England earned the Indian women’s cricket team a grand reception. * AFP

This was not Jhulan

Goswami’s first appearance

at Lord’s but she is still

thrilled at idea of getting

to play at a venue

popularly known as ‘the

home of cricket’.

“I went to Lord’s for the

first time in 2001 as a

tourist. 

“I picked up tuft of

grass because I was not

sure if I would get a chance

to play there or enter the

dressing room,” she

recalled. 

“But we played at Lord’s

in 2006 and 2012, and

India’s performance has

always been good there.

Thereafter a match there

was washed out in 2014. 

“But it was a dream

come true to play the

World Cup final at Lord’s.” 

‘A dream
come true’ 
Special

Correspondent

Mumbai

India-A put up a listless bat-
ting display to suffer a two-
wicket loss at the hands of
hosts South Africa-A in a
low-scoring one-dayer of
the tri-series here on
Wednesday.
Brief scores: India 152 in 50
overs (Karun Nair 25, Manish
Pandey 55, Dwaine Pretorius
three for 24, Aaron Phangiso
four for 30) lost to South
Africa-A 153 for eight in 37.4
overs (Farhaan Behardien 37,
Dwaine Pretorius 38,
Yuzvendra Chahal three for
41).

India-A loses 
Press Trust of India

Pretoria
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12069 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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A major section of Gita teaching deals with the dual role of
an individual that makes him responsible to his duties to the
world around him as well as to those he owes himself.
Krishna explains that the path of action or karma when fol-
lowed in the right spirit can lead one directly to salvation
and that for a majority, it is more suitable than jnana, bhakti
or yoga. 

In a discourse, Sri Jamadagni drew attention to how
Krishna brings out the subtle and delicate issues that are
likely to arise in fulfilling one’s social and individual commit-
ments. 

Each one with the immortal self within the perishable
body has to follow his swadharma, an internal subtle law
governing him and the universe. Our action has to be the
result of our nature. Often, one is caught in the grip of pre-
valent ideas at a particular point of time and the forces of
tradition as well. 

Arjuna typifies this confused state when he wishes to
abandon the battle to seek solace in retreat from the world.
He does not want to fight his own kith and kin, and is obvi-
ously being overruled by conscience and inner instinct.
Krishna exhorts each one to understand that an individual is
a part of the entire universe and is responsible for its up-
keep; at the same time, he cannot ignore his own spiritual
destiny, to get liberated through sadana. Each one has to fig-
ure out what is action, or inaction and wrong action and
should never give up one’s duties on any ground. Arjuna as
a Kshatriya warrior is bound by his karma to fight for the up-
keep of dharma. 

Doing one’s duty as an ordained commitment and offer-
ing the act and its fruits to the Lord is the essence of karma
yoga and it leads one to the same end that a yogi or a sanyasi
or a bhakta achieves. 

FAITH

Essence of Karma yoga 3 Son to marry at the end of April

in turn (6)

4 Details of run-in for mediator

lacking awareness (10)

5 In preparation, hundred

thousand drifters at sea (8)

7 Occupied by negatives

endlessly (2,3)

8 Show board staff indulging in

corruption (13)

13 Press malign �ne British

writer (3,7)

16 No great shakes taking time

and achieving aim (2,6)

17 Dance party over, sense of

being famished (8)

19 Fellow losing heart, shy to

�irt (6)

21 Spot burn mark on the inside

(5)

23 One billion going far even

with regular losses (4)

person expressed (4,3)

15 Wed Jan 1 morn, I'm into new

year (4,2,9)

18 Calls for a meeting (7)

20 Vatican City educated by �rst

authority on holy books (6)

22 Dear me, an absurd question

breaks overemotional

responder (5,5)

23 Leaves and fruits man picked

off (4)

24 Excerpt from maybe a

Nietzsche, it goes over one's

head (6)

25 Attempt to arrest big

overwhelming goon primarily

for violence (8)

■ DOWN

1 Soft manner, cover often? (4)

2 Solver no good, one missing

capital clue for boy (5,3)

Buzzer

■ ACROSS
6 Test the result of 6 + 5 + 1 ÷ 5 +

0 (4,4)

9 Get by manipulation and with

spin (6)

10 Time period of being joyful (4)

11 Nothing odd about English

(3,4,3)

12 Mean one channelling spirits

(6)

14 Dismiss regret ill-mannered
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Rooney up for European
debut with Everton 
LONDON

Wayne Rooney says he can’t

wait to fulfil his childhood

dream of playing for Everton

in Europe in Thursday’s

Europa League qualifier tie

against MFK Ruzomberok.

“Something I always wanted

to do was play in Europe with

Everton,” Rooney said. “I was

a bit disappointed not to do

that before but now I’ll have

a chance.”AFP

IN BRIEF

Chinese Olympic
champion He Zi retires 
BEIJING 

Chinese Olympic diving

champion He Zi has retired

aged 26 citing a nagging foot

injury and her joy at expecting

to become a mother this year.

He, who won gold in the

synchronised 3m springboard

competition in the London

Olympics, and silver at Rio is

best remembered by the

marriage proposal made by

fellow Olympic medallist Qin

Kai, also a diver, who got

down on one knee just after

she stepped off the podium.
AFP

The World Championships
came alive on Tuesday as
Lilly King of the United
States won the women’s 100
metres breaststroke title in
one of three world record
swims at the end of a breath-
taking evening session.

Canada’s Kylie Masse pro-
duced a world-best time to
win the women’s 100m back-
stroke gold medal while
Adam Peaty of Britain con-
tinued his breaststroke trail-
blazing with his second
world mark of the day to
reach the 50m final.

There was more history
too for Katie Ledecky follow-
ing a routine gold in the wo-
men’s 1500m freestyle. The
American claimed the 12th
world title of her short
career.

The evening will be long
remembered by Olympic
champion King, who posted
one minute 4.13 seconds to
overhaul the world-record
mark set by Lithuania’s Ruta
Meilutyte in 2013.

King held off the threat of
Russian rival Yuliya Efimova,
in a race billed as a grudge
rematch of their acrimoni-
ous Olympic final, and the
U.S. secured a memorable
one-two as Katie Meili
touched for silver in one
minute 5.03 seconds.

A disbelieving Peaty be-
came the first man to dip be-
low 26 seconds in the 50m
breaststroke a day after win-
ning the 100m title. 

By touching in 25.95
seconds, he lowered his re-

cord mark from the morn-
ing’s heats by a massive 0.15
seconds.

Masse produced an out-
standing world-record swim
of 58.10 seconds as Aus-
tralia’s quiet worlds contin-
ued with Emily Seebohm
failing to defend her title.

The dominant force in wo-
men’s distance swimming is
Ledecky who clocked 15
minutes 31.82 seconds to win

the 1500 by 19 seconds from
Spain’s Mireia Belmonte.

Earlier, Sun Yang of China
came back from sixth posi-
tion at the 100m mark to win
his first men’s 200m free-
style title at a world champi-
onships in dominant fashion.

The Chinese, who has
now won two of his four indi-
vidual freestyle tilts this
week, powered to gold in an
Asian record time of one

minute 44.39 seconds.

China’s Xu Jiayu held on to
win the men’s 100m back-
stroke gold.

The results: Men: 200m free-
style: 1. Sun Yang (Chn)
1:44.39s, 2. Townley Haas
(USA) 1:45.04, 3. Aleksandr
Krasnykh (Rus) 1:45.23. 

100m backstroke: 1. Xu Jiayu
(Chn) 52.44, 2. Matt Grevers
(USA) 52.48, 3. Ryan Murphy
(USA) 52.59.

Women: 1500m freestyle: 1.
Katie Ledecky (USA) 15:31.82s,
2. Mireia Belmonte (Esp)
15:50.89, 3. Simona Quadarella
(Ita) 15:53.86. 

100m backstroke: 1. Kylie
Masse (Can) 58.10 (WR), 2.
Kathleen Baker (USA) 58.58, 3.
Emily Seebohm (Aus) 58.59. 

100m breaststroke: 1. Lilly King
(USA) 1:04.13 (WR), 2. Katie
Meili (USA) 1:05.03, 3. Yuliya
Efimova (Rus).

King, Masse win with world records
Peaty also sets new mark as Ledecky, Sun continue to dazzle

REUTERS

Budapest

Oh my gosh! Lilly King is a picture of disbelief after swimming to the 100m breaststroke gold in a world record time on Tuesday.
* ADAM PETTY/GETTY IMAGES

As a player, Prashanti Singh
has been able to dodge
many an opponent over the
years to score at the national
and international level with
distinction.

However, she has found
the single most significant
award for a sports person,
the Arjuna award, quite elu-
sive. Prashanti is the only In-
dian woman player to have
competed in two Asian
Games apart from the Com-
monwealth Games in Mel-
bourne in 2006. She played
her part to ensure that the
Indian women stayed in the
top-6 in the continent for
many years, helping the
team compete in the Asian
Games. 

The team has now slipped
to the second level and is
fighting to climb back to the
top in the ongoing Asian
Championship in Bengaluru.

Prashanti led the side that
competed in the Guangzhou
Asian Games in 2010, 28
years after its previous
appearance.

She has a record 22 na-
tional medals, including the
gold in 2003 won against the
formidable Railways, in the
National championships,
Federation Cup and National
Games. She was the “most
valuable player” in the
Mahindra NBA champion-
ship in a nation-wide com-
petition that featured
around 6000 players.

Prashanti was part of the
winning team in the South

Asian Beach Games in 2011
and the silver medal-win-
ning team of Asian Indoor
Games in 2009. 

In the William Jones Cup
in Chinese Taipei in 2011,
Prashanti was the star in In-
dia’s rare victory over Korea.

From a humble and con-
servative background in
Varanasi, Prashanti did re-
markably well to be be-
stowed the Rani Laxmibai
bravery award last year, for
her inspirational journey in
a highly competitive game,
played in more than 200
countries. Her five interna-
tional medals include two
gold and two silver.

A year earlier, she was
awarded the Purvanchal
Ratna. She had also won the
Shakti Samman and Lokmat
Samman, the sports person
of the year award in Luc-
know in 2013.

From being recommen-
ded by the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA), and the
National federation,
Prashanti’s case has now
been forwarded by the
Sports Authority of India.

BASKETBALL

Prashanti hopes one
more time for award
Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Prashanti Singh.
* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Races cancelled
BENGALURU

Bangalore races scheduled to

be held on Saturday (July 29)

have been cancelled due to

paucity of entries.

Mohun Bagan has roped in a
host of players almost imme-
diately after the Indian Super
League’s player-draft for the
upcoming season left a few
names without clubs. 

Bagan will look to wrest
the title from traditional rival
East Bengal, which been
winning the Calcutta Foot-
ball League crown for the
past seven seasons.

Bagan had been focusing
mainly on the national tour-
naments — I-League and Fed-
eration Cup — where it found
a fair amount of success in
the past three seasons. But
with the CFL remaining out
of grasp since 2009, Bagan

seemed to have changed tac-
tics this season by picking at
least seven players — defend-
ers Abhishek Das, Debabrata
Roy, Gurjinder Singh, mid-
fielders Nikhil Kadam, Israil
Gurung, Shilton D’Silva and
Denson Devadas — after the
ISL draft. With three foreign-
ers — Nigerian Kingsley Eze
(defender), Liberian An-
sumana Kromah (midfielder)
and Ivory Coast’s Stephen
Bayi Kamo (striker) — join-
ing, Bagan looks formidable. 

Though Shankarlal
Chakraborty has been
named head coach for the
CFL, the real man in charge
for the last few seasons, San-
joy Sen, will be acting as a
‘mentor’ before returning to

his position in the I-League
which will run concurrently
with the ISL this year.

The squad: Goalkeepers:
Soramangbam Poirei (from DSK
Shivajians), Shilton Paul (re-
tained), K. Shibinraj (retained),
Mithun Samanta (Sambhalpur
Academy).

Defenders: Arijit Bagui (Peer-
less SC), Suman Hazra (South-
ern Samity), Sarthak Golui (re-
tained), Abhishek Das (Chennai
City FC), Bikash Saini
(Sambhalpur Academy),
Bikramjit Singh (retained),
Surajit Sil (Salkia Friends),
Kinshuk Debnath (capt. ATK),
Kingshley Eze (Aizawl FC),
Ricky Lallammawma (DSK Shiv-
ajians), Washim Akram Mallick
(Kalighat MS), Debabrata Roy

(Chennai City FC), Gurjinder Ku-
mar (Salgaocar FC). 

Midfielders: Chesterpaul Lyng-
doh (Churchill Brothers), Pintu
Mahata (retained), Sourav Das
(retained), Denson Devadas
(Chennai City FC), Raynier
Fernandes (retained), Shilton
D'silva (Mumbai FC), Rohit
Mirzya (Mumbai FC), Nikhil
Kadam (Mumbai FC), Israil
Gurung (DSK Shivajians): For-
wards - Azharuddin Mullick (re-
tained), Stephane Bayi Kamo
(Aizwal FC), Ghanefo Ansumana
Kromah (Churchill), Naro Hari
Shrestha (DSK Shivajians), Ut-
tam Rai (Minarva Punjab).

Support staff: Sanjoy Sen
(mentor), Shankarlal
Chakraborty (head coach), and
Arpan Dey (GK coach).

FOOTBALL

With an eye on CFL, Bagan changes strategy 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA

Chance for shooters to 
get into their groove

Some of the leading
shooters of the country are
expected to compete in the
17th Kumar Surendra Singh
memorial shooting to be
staged at the Dr. Karni Singh
Range, Tughlakabad, from
July 27 to August 1.
Competitions will be held in
the rifle and pistol sections
for men and women. With
the Commonwealth
championship in Australia
round the corner and with
two more National selection
trials scheduled after this
meet, the shooters will try to
get into their groove.
With the Commonwealth
Games, Asian Games and
World Championship
scheduled for next year, it
will be important for the
shooters to lay the
foundation for selection
from now on, while a few
others will try to preserve
their best for the World Cup
Finals to be held at the same
venue later in the season.
The first day’s programme
will have free pistol, men’s
air rifle and women’s sports
pistol. With quite a few
entries for air rifle, the final
will be held the following
day; the same applies for
men’s air pistol ( July 31 and
August 1).
Manish rallies to win

Manish Kumar bounced
back to beat Shailesh Singh
10-15, 15-12, 15-7 in the

under-15 boys first round of
the All India PNB Metlife
junior badminton
championships.
The results: Boys: U-17

(second round): Tarun Gakhad
bt B.V. Uneeth Krishna 15-6,
15-10; Rahul Kumar Sah 15-12,
15-9; Madhav Kanojia bt
Rupesh Pandey 15-9, 15-10;
Advit Bhargava bt Tushar
Kumar Setu 15-10, 15-12;
Aaryesh Chauhan 15-11, 15-12.

U-15 (first round): Ritik Dey
bt Tushar Jaiswal 15-12, 10-15,
15-7; Harsh Kangra bt
Suryansha Sushant Sheth 15-11,
10-15, 15-5; Manish Kumar bt
Shailesh Singh 10-15, 15-12,

15-7. U-13 (second round):
Raghav bt Pranav Makkar 15-5,
15-6; Adhayan Kakkar bt
Telaprolu Teja Venkatesh 14-15,
15-10, 15-7; Dev Maheshwari bt
Jomi Singam 15-8, 12-15, 15-8;
Shaurya Pant bt Shaurya
Porwal 15-11, 10-15, 15-11;
Siddharth Modi bt Vansh Dev
14-15, 15-10, 15-4; Longjam
Brikson bt Likhit Srovastava
15-12, 8-15, 15-11.

U-11 (second round): Uditya
Dayal bt Angad Muchhal 11-9,
11-9; Longjam Brikson bt Ashiq
11-3, 9-11, 11-9; Vansh Dev bt
Koustubh Tyagi 11-9,1 1-8;
Manish Phogat bt Ayaan
Bindall 11-9, 11-6.

U-9 (second round): Sanrekh
Kumar Chaurasia bt Varad
Vivek Landge 11-3, 11-4; Ali
Zayyyan Siddique bt Arjun
11-10, 11-6; Prabhas Vadlamudi
bt Shaurya Pratham 11-9, 10-11,
11-9; Vedant Pahwa bt Avadhut
Kadam 11-10, 5-11, 11-2; Rehan
Ali bt Rajas Pingle 10-11, 11-4,

11-3.

Girls: U-17 (first round):
Priya Konjengbam bt
Leimapokpam Diana Devi 15-7,
6-15, 15-8; Likhita Srivastava bt
Tanya Arora 15-9, 15-8; Mihika
Bhargav bt Kavya Gupta 15-14,
11-15, 15-14; Deeya Mishra bt
Tripti Singh 12-15, 15-8, 15-12.

U-15 (first round): Samprati
Pathrabe bt A. Apoorva 15-5,
15-4; Anya Chauhan bt
Anushka Parmar 12-15, 15-5,
15-6; Shreya Suyal bt Aadhyaa
Jain 15-10, 15-10.

U-13 (second round): Anya
Chauhan bt Samprati Pathrabe
15-5, 15-5; Muskaan Sangwan
bt Srikari Reddy 15-7, 15-8; Jiya
Rawat bt Saloni Kumari 15-13,
14-15, 15-12; Anushka Parmar
bt Prashana Bonam 15-10,
13-15, 15-13; Unnati Hooda bt
Sania Sangwan 15-13, 10-15,
15-13; Anwesha Gowda bt
Diyashi Banerjee 11-15, 15-7,
15-7. 

U-11 (second round): Sanjana
Sharma bt Violeena Devi 11-5,
11-9; Saadia Sheikh bt Anandini
Nagda 8-11, 11-7, 11-5; Prashana
Bonam bt Anmol Kharb 10-11,
11-6, 11-8; Priyanka Gupta bt
Janis Cheriyan 11-8, 7-11, 11-6.

U-9 (second round): R.
Spoorthy bt Fizza Arif 11-1,
11-0; B.R. Madhumita
Ramamoorthy bt Kathlyn
Antony 11-10, 11-10; Saniya Rao
bt Juie Jadhav 11-6, 5-11, 11-5;
Nikitha Dodda bt Prisha
Kotecha 11-10, 11-10; Ashe
Singh bt Adarshini Shri 11-6,
8-11, 11-8; Naisha Ahlawat bt
Aashvi Sojatia 11-7, 5-11, 11-9;
Riya Vinherkar bt Khushi
Kanwar 11-6, 11-7.
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\ NEW DELHI ROUND-UP \

Ramkumar Ramanathan lost
7-6(3), 6-2 to Cameron Nor-
rie in the first round of the
$75,000 Challenger on
Tuesday.
The results: $75,000 Chal-
lenger, Binghamton: First
round: Cameron Norrie (GBr) bt
Ramkumar Ramanathan 7-6(3),
6-2.
$80,000 ITF women, Prague:
First round: Sofia Shapatava

(Geo) & Ankita Raina bt Ana-
stasiya Komardina (Rus) & Elitsa
Kostova (Bul) 6-3, 2-6, [10-4].

$25,000 ITF women, Hua Hin:
Second round: Karman Kaur
Thandi bt Karinn Kennel (Sui)
6-1, 4-6, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Tampere,
Finland: First round: Kyra
Shroff bt Andrina Peer (Sui) 7-6
(3), 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Hong
Kong: Second round: Kanika
Vaidya bt Ma Yexin (Chn) 6-0,

5-7, 6-3; Prerna Bhambri bt Yuk-
ina Saigo (Jpn) 6-4, 6-3.
Doubles quarterfinals: Akari
Inoue & Michika Ozeki (Jpn) bt
Yukina Saigo (Jpn) & Prernna
Bhambri 6-7(5), 6-0, [10-3];
Sari Baba (Jpn) & Sheng Yuqi
(Chn) bt Naomi Totka (Hun) &
Kanika Vaidya 6-4 retired.

$15,000 ITF women, Targu Jiu,
Romania: First round: Oana
Gavrila (Rou) & Riya Bhatia bt
Madison Bourguignon (USA) &
Ema Lazic (GBr) 6-3, 6-1.

TENNIS

Ramkumar crashes out
Sports Bureau

Binghamton (USA)

Tauranga: India beat
France 2-1 to finish runner-
up in Pool C and qualify for
the girls’ team quarterfi-
nals in the WSF-World ju-
nior squash on Wednesday.

The results: 

India bt France 2-1 (Sunayna
Kuruvilla bt Maell Fuhrer 11-5,
11-6, 11-2; Ashita Bhengra bt
Chloe Mourier 8-11, 11-4, 11-9,
11-8; Akanksha Salunkhe lost
to Fanny Segers 11-4, 11-6, 9-
11, retd). PTI

India enters
quarter�nals

The return of Kagiso Ra-
bada means England’s fal-
tering batsmen head into
Thursday’s third Test
against South Africa at The
Oval knowing they will face
an even stronger attack
than the one that ran
through them at Trent
Bridge. Despite the ab-
sence of fast bowler Ra-
bada, South Africa’s attack
bowled the host out for just
133 in the second innings.
That sealed a crushing 340-
run win in the second Test
as it levelled the four-
match campaign at 1-1.

England will give debut
at No. 3 to Tom Westley in
its latest bid to take the
pressure off Joe Root and
Alastair Cook at the top of
the order.
The teams: England: Alastair
Cook, Keaton Jennings, Tom
Westley, Joe Root (capt.),
Jonny Bairstow (wk), Ben
Stokes, Moeen Ali, Liam
Dawson, Stuart Broad, James
Anderson, Roland-Jones.
South Africa: Heino Kuhn,
Dean Elgar, Hashim Amla,
Quinton de Kock (wk), Faf du
Plessis (capt.), Temba
Bavuma, Vernon Philander,
Chris Morris, Keshav Maharaj,
Kagiso Rabada and Morne
Morkel. 

Rabada
returns
Agence France-Presse

LONDON
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SPORT

The best national teams
from the Asia-Oceania region
are competing in the city at
the FIBA Asia Women’s Cup
basketball tournament. The
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta-
dium and Koramangala In-
door Stadium have wit-
nessed high-quality,
dynamic and intense action
with the likes of Australia, Ja-
pan, China and home favour-
ite India giving it their all on
the court. The crowd re-
sponse at both venues, how-
ever, has been less than satis-
factory thus far. 

On the first three days of
the championship, the non-
India matches drew sparse
attendance, while the spec-
tator numbers for fixtures in-
volving the home team were
only marginally better.

It would be fair to ask if
the tournament organisers
have done enough to bring
fans to the venues. While
daily tickets are reasonably
priced at ₹100, ₹200 and
₹250, it would appear that

sales has not been given a
push through pro-active
measures. Matches are not
broadcast live on any Indian
television channel. The lack
of attendance has robbed
this world-class tournament
of some sheen. 

Chander Mukhi Sharma,
Vice-President, Basketball
Federation of India, ex-
plained that the organisers
were focused on conducting
the event, and on refurbish-
ing the Sree Kanteerava In-
door Stadium. Fuelling spec-

tator interest was not a
priority, he said.

“No special campaign or
marketing strategy was put
in place for this. This is not a
professional league like IPL,
where we have to earn
money. The main priority is
to conduct the event, and to
build the stadium infrastruc-
ture to international stand-
ards. Our workforce is totally
engaged in this,” Sharma
told The Hindu.

He repeatedly said that
the only measure taken to fill

the seats was to invite select
schools, colleges and basket-
ball clubs to buy tickets.

“All major schools and col-
leges in the surrounding
neighbourhoods — who send
players to the State teams —
have been sent invitations.
We have not sent invitations
to schools and colleges
where there is no basketball,
and no basketball player is
there (sic),” Sharma said and
added, “but it is up to them
to accept. Can we force any-
one to come?”

Asked if more effort could
have been made to increase
attendance, Sharma replied,
“why (should we do more)?
It is our decision.”

Tickets are available on
www.ticketgenie.in/fiba-tick-
ets, and at box office coun-
ters at Sree Kanteerava Sta-
dium. The knockout rounds
begin on Thursday, and the
finals (for both Divisions A
and B) will be held at Sree
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
on Saturday. Entry to the
Koramangala Indoor Sta-
dium, where a majority of
the lower Division B encoun-
ters are held, is free.

Crowd response far from satisfactory 
Lack of attendance robs the world-class tournament of some sheen

Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru

Poor turnout: On the �rst three days, the non-India matches
drew sparse crowds, while the spectator numbers for �xtures
involving the host were only marginally better. * K. MURALI KUMAR

Twelve-time Grand Slam
champion Novak Djokovic
will miss the rest of the sea-
son with an elbow injury, he
announced on Wednesday.

The Serbian was forced to
retire from his Wimbledon
quarterfinal against Tomas
Berdych earlier this month
because of the problem, and
will now sit out of next
month’s US Open.

In a live Facebook video

post from Belgrade, Djokovic
said that after suffering from
the injury for a year-and-a-
half, “I have made a decision
to not play any competition,
any tournaments” for the
rest of 2017.

“Unfortunately this is the
decision that had to be made
at this moment. Wimbledon
was probably the toughest
tournament for me in terms
of feeling the pain that has
escalated,” he said.

Between mid-January

2015 and June 2016, Djokovic
won 17 of his 22 finals played
in 24 tournaments. 

It seemed nothing could
interrupt his dominance of
world tennis.

But since winning the
French Open last year to
complete career Grand
Slam, he has failed to claim
another major. 

He crashed out of the Aus-
tralian Open in the second
round and the French Open
in the quarterfinals.

TENNIS

Elbow injury cuts short Djokovic’s season
Agence France-Presse

BELGRADE

Novak Djokovic. * AFP

GM P. Harikrishna staved
off a staunch challenge to
hold local GM Nico Georgi-
adis to a draw in the second
round of the Biel Chess
Festival on Tuesday.

Early mistake
The world No. 20 Indian,
playing white, committed
mistake early on and had to
be at his defensive best
throughout.

“I made a mistake in the
opening stages and got into
a bad position. From there
on it was an uphill task to
defend and save the game,”
he said.

After two rounds in the
classic time control tourna-
ment, Harikrishna has a
point and is joint second. 

The Indians will take on
Russian GM Alexander
Morozevich in the third
round.

Harikrishna
holds
Georgiadis
Press Trust of India

Biel (Switzerland)

ASIA CUP

Top seed Soumya Swam-
inathan, C. Lakshmi and
Bhakti Kulkarni share the
lead with 6.5 points from
eight rounds of the 44th Na-
tional Women’s Challenger
chess championship at the
Kanteerava Sports Club’s
premises on Wednesday.

Five players, Kiran Man-
isha Mohanty, Mary Ann
Gomes, P.V. Nandhidhaa,
Meenakshi Subbaraman and
Arpita Mukharjee, have six
points each and are placed
from fourth to eighth. 

Playing white on the top
board, Soumya Swam-
inathan was involved in a in-
teresting tussle for suprem-
acy against C. Lakshmi, who
held on for a fighting 67-
move draw.

Fifth seed Bhakti
Kulkarni, playing with white
pieces on the third board,
scored a well-earned victory
over fourth seed Nisha Mo-
hota, who faltered with her
ending game to go down in

in 51 moves. The upset of
the day played out on the
10th board as G. Sandhya
shocked Michelle Catherina
in 57 moves.
Important results: Eighth
round: Soumya Swaminathan
(6.5) drew with Lakshmi C.
(6.5); Meenakshi Subbaraman
(6) drew with Mary Ann Gomes
(6); Bhakti Kulkarni (6.5) bt
Nisha Mohota (5.5); Swati
Ghate (5.5) drew with Kiran
Manisha Mohanty (6); P.V.
Nandhidhaa (6) bt G. Lasya (5);
Arpita Mukherjee (6) bt Srija
Seshadri (5).

G. Harshitha (5.5) drew with
Arathie Ramaswamy (5.5); Ma-
halakshmi M. (5.5) drew with
Bala Kannamma (5.5); Pranali
S. Dharia (5.5) drew with L.
Jyotsna (5.5); Sandhya (5.5) bt
Michelle Catherina (4.5).

Priyanka Kumari (5) drew
with A.G. Nimmy (5); Meenu
Rajendran (4.5) lost Chitlange
Sakshi (5.5); K. Priyanka (4.5)
lost Shetye Siddhali (5.5). 

K. Sai Nirupama (4.5) lost
Sanskriti Goyal (5.5); Makhija
Aashana (5.5) bt Andria L.
D'souza (4.5).

Sandhya shocks Catherina
Correspondent

Mysuru

Intriguing battle: In a match-up of the leaders, Soumya
Swaminathan’s tussle for supremacy against C. Lakshmi ended
in a �ghting 67-move draw. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Three share lead

hammmad Rasoul Ghamar
(Iran) after going down to
Ichan Citak (Turkey) in the
quarterfinals.

In golf, Diksha Dagar
missed the gold in the final
round against Kaylin Yost
(USA). Seeded directly into
the semifinals, in a field of
six after the qualification
rounds, she got past Amelie
Gonzalez (Germany). India
has one gold, one silver and
two bronze medals.

India got on to the medals
table on the ninth day of the
Deaflympics here, thanks to
its wrestlers and golfer.

Virender Singh clinched
gold in the men’s 74kg free-
style wrestling, beating
Shakro Chakvetadze of
Georgia 18-9 in the final. He
beat Batbaatar Shirendev
(Mongolia) 6-4 and Maksim
Slapic (Belarus) 6-2 in the
semifinals and quarterfinals.

Two bronzes were won
through repechage in wrest-
ling by Ajay Kumar (65kg)
and Sumit Dahiya (97kg).
Ajay beat Argishti Babayan
(Armenia) by a technical fall
in the bronze bout after los-
ing to Dorjdagua Chinzorig
(China) in the quarterfinals.
Sumit also won his medal by
a technical fall against Mo-

Golfer Diksha claims silver medal

Sports Bureau

SAMSUN (Turkey)

Virender Singh.
* FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

Virender bags gold

In an exciting turn of events,
Siddartha Santosh (co-
driver Prithviraj A.C.) of
Team BODA (Bangalore Of-
froad Drivers Association)
climbed up the ranks to take
the lead, with a score of 650
out of 900, on the second
day of Force Gurkha RFC In-
dia 2017. 

Siddartha performed out-

standingly well in Special
Stages (SS) 6-9.

The Gerrari Offroaders
Chandigarh star and RFC In-
dia defending champion
Gurmeet Virdi (Kirpal Singh
Tung) and veteran rallyist
Jagat Nanjappa (Chetan
Changappa) from V5 Of-
froaders of Coorg slid down
to second and third posi-
tions with 606 and 588
points respectively. 

Siddartha on top
Sports Bureau

Quepem (Goa)

DEAFLYMPICS

The Special General
Meeting of the BCCI on
Wednesday used the
leeway provided by the
Supreme Court earlier this
week and stuck to its
defiant stand in opposing
five key reforms suggested
by the Lodha Committee
and approved by the Court.

The Board’s acting-
secretary Amitabh
Choudhary said: “The
General Body has identified
the areas where there are
practical difficulties. The
court had directed the BCCI
to list the areas of difficulty
in implementation. The
court had used the word
impracticality.”

In a resolution that
Choudhary termed
unanimous, the Board
opposed the age, tenure
and cooling off restrictions
ordered by the Supreme
Court. The Board also

opposed the Supreme
Court order on matters
pertaining to membership. 

“We had already been
talking about it under the
heading ‘one State one
vote’. The Board would
want the retention of the
full membership as it
exists,” Choudhary said.

“There are difficulties
that would arise from the
reduction of the Railways,
Services and Universities to
associate membership.

“The disqualifications
placed on government
servants and ministers is
also a difficult area because
if the Railways has to be
represented in the Board,
who will represent it. It
can’t be anyone other than
a government servant or a
minister,” he said.

The Board also opposed
the distribution of powers
and functions
recommended for the
office-bearers and the

appointed executives. 
The BCCI was not happy

that the court had ordered
the Apex Council to include
just one vice-president. 

The Board also wanted
the court to reconsider its
order on the constitution of
the national selection
committee. It wants to
revert to the earlier
number of five selectors
from the current three. 

On the much-debated
issue of conflict of interest,
Choudhary said: “There
was a minor difficulty.
Definition of friends or
associates is not clear. Then
there was also the issue of
vexatious complains. So
what the house wants is
that these rectifications can
be made. The unanimous
resolution will go in the
form of a submission to the
Supreme Court. Everything
other than what I have read
out has been adopted,”
Choudhary concluded.

BCCI continues its de�ance
Vijay Lokapally

NEW DELHI

Falcons TTC strengthened
its claim for a semifinal spot
in the inaugural Ceat-Ulti-
mate Table Tennis league
with a 17-10 win over Maha-
rashtra United at the NSCI in-
door stadium on Wednes-
day. 

Sanil Shetty powered
home in his men’s singles
contest against Joao Mon-
teiro — the sixth Tie of the
night — reeling off three
games in a row against the
Portuguese.

Earlier, Monteiro had won
his singles match against Par
Gerell 2-1 to boost United’s
game-tally. Wong Chun Ting
displayed control and also
came up with some decept-
ive strokes to unsettle Laim
Pitchford in the eighth
match, but the Falcons could
not be denied their third vic-
tory in five encounters.

Liam had earlier tasted
victory, hitting a series of
forehand winners and chan-
ging the angles to hammer
out a 3-0 win over an equally
assertive Harmeet Singh.
With some stunning win-
ners, the latter roared back
after losing the opening
game but went down fight-
ing to a superior opponent.

Sutirtha beats Yu
Sutirtha Mukherjee pulled
Falcons through in women’s
singles, her opponent Fu
Yu’s early confidence dissip-
ating as the points began to

mount against her. The latter
did catch up 6-6 in the third,
but could not build on the
momentum.

Harmeet returned to the
table for an enthralling
mixed doubles battle, part-
nering Liu Jia. After the first
two games were settled on
the golden point, the Falcons
pair of Sanil Shetty and Lee
Ho Ching played more effi-
ciently to take the consola-
tion third game 11-5.

Long and thrilling rallies
marked the second men’s
singles between left-handers
Monteiro and Gerell, the
former sneaking home 2-1
and infusing hope in the
United camp. 

Playing away from the
table, the two twisted them-
selves into position for some
remarkable returns.
The results:

Falcons TTC bt Maharashtra
United 17-10 (Liam Pitchford bt

Harmeet Desai 11-6, 11-4, 11-9;
Sutirtha Mukherjee bt Fu Yu 7-
11, 11-5, 11-9; Sanil Shetty & Lee
Ho Ching lost to Harmeet Singh
& Liu Jia 10-11, 10-11, 11-5. 

Par Gerell lost to Joao Mon-
teiro 5-11, 10-11, 11-8; Wu Yang
lost to Liu Jia 10-11, 11-5, 9-11. 

Sanil Shetty bt Joao Mon-
teiro 11-6, 11-8, 11-10; Wu Yang
bt Krittwika Roy 11-4, 11-4, 11-5. 

Pitchford lost to Wong Chun
Ting 10-11, 11-9, 3-11; Lee Ho
Ching bt Fu Yu 6-11, 11-4, 11-4).

Falcons swoop to conquer
Beat United 17-10 — their third victory in �ve Ties — to close in on a semi�nal spot

Sailing through: Sanil Shetty’s focus never wavered against Joao Monteiro . * VIVEK BENDRE

Nandakumar Marar

MUMBAI

ULTIMATE TT
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LIFE

Wonder Woman 2 to
release on Dec. 13, 2019 
LOS ANGELES

Gal Gadot’s Wonder Woman 2

will hit the theatres on
December 13, 2019. Wonder

Woman, directed by Patty
Jenkins, has been a huge hit
for Warner Bros earning $779
million worldwide. Gadot will
next appear as Diana Prince
in Justice League to release
this November. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Rare Einstein photo 
may fetch $100,000 
LOS ANGELES

A rare signed copy of the
iconic photograph of German
physicist Albert Einstein
playfully sticking his tongue
out is expected to fetch
$100,000 at a Nate D.
Sanders auction in the U.S.
The picture was clicked on the
the Nobel Prize winner’s 72nd

birthday on March 14, 1951,
by Arthur Sasse. PTI

Fancy a date with
Leo and Kate? 
LOS ANGELES

Titanic stars Leonardo
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet are
auctioning off a private
dinner in their exclusive
company for charity. The date
— planned for a restaurant of
the winner’s choice in New
York — is among several lots
being offered at the
upcoming Leonardo DiCaprio
Foundation gala. AFP

In a first, scientists are plan-
ning to chase the shadow of
the moon using NASA’s re-
search jets during the up-
coming total solar eclipse in
the U.S., in order to capture
the clearest ever images of
the Sun’s outer atmosphere.

Amir Caspi of the Southw-
est Research Institute in the
U.S. and his team will use
two of NASA’s WB-57F re-
search jets to follow the
darkness across the U.S. on
August 21.

Taking observations from
twin telescopes mounted on
the noses of the planes, Mr.
Caspi will capture the
clearest images of the Sun’s
corona to date and the first-
ever thermal images of Mer-
cury, revealing how temper-
ature varies across the plan-
et’s surface. “These could
well turn out to be the best
ever observations of high fre-
quency phenomena in the

corona,” said Dan Seaton, re-
searcher at the University of
Colorado. The total solar ec-
lipse provides a rare oppor-
tunity for scientists to study
the sun, particularly its
atmosphere.

Rare opportunity
As the moon completely cov-
ers the sun and perfectly
blocks its light during an ec-
lipse, the typically faint
corona is easily seen against
the dark sky.

The vantage point on th
planes provides distinct ad-
vantages over ground-based
observations, researchers
said.

The corona is heated to
millions of degrees, yet the
lower atmospheric layers
like the photosphere — the
visible surface of the sun —
are only heated to a few
thousand degrees. Scientists
are not sure how this inver-
sion happens.

One theory proposes mi-

cro explosions, termed nan-
oflares — too small and fre-
quent to detect individually,
but with a large collective ef-
fect — might release heat into
the corona. No one has yet
directly seen nanoflares, but
the high-resolution and high-
speed images to be taken
from the WB-57F jets might
reveal their effects on the
corona.

The high-definition pic-
tures, captured 30 times per
second, will be analysed for
wave motion in the corona
to see if waves move towards
or away from the surface of
the sun, and with what
strengths and sizes.

The two planes, launching

from Ellington Field near
NASA’s Johnson Space Cen-
ter in Houston, will observe
the total eclipse for about
three and a half minutes
each. By flying high in the
stratosphere, observations
taken with telescopes on
board will avoid looking
through the majority of
Earth’s atmosphere, greatly
improving image quality.

At the planes’ cruising
altitude of 50,000 feet, the
sky is 20 – 30 times darker
than as seen from the
ground, and there is much
less atmospheric turbulence,
allowing fine structures and
motions in the sun’s corona
to be visible.

Observations of Mercury
will also be taken 30 minutes
before and after totality,
when the sky is still relatively
dark. These images, taken in
the infrared, will be the first
attempt to map the variation
of temperature across the
surface of the planet. 

NASA jets to chase solar eclipse
Twin telescopes will be mounted on the noses of the planes for observation
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Dan Seaton

University of Colorado

World-renowned indigenous
singer Gurrumul Yunupingu
has died after a “long battle
with illness” aged 46, his
management said on Wed-
nesday, as Australians hailed
his contributions to music.

Born blind, the reluctant
star never gave any inter-
views and was painfully shy,
but his music drew world-
wide acclaim, despite the
fact that he performed in his
Gumatj dialect which is un-
derstood by only around
3,000 people.

The singer — whose full
name is Geoffrey Gurrumul
Yunupingu — passed away at
the Royal Darwin Hospital,
his record label Skinnyfish
Music Australia said in a
statement.

“Today we mourn the loss
of a great Australian, Dr. G.
Yunupingu who sadly passed
away yesterday in Royal Dar-

win Hospital at age 46 after a
long battle with illness,”
Skinnyfish said.

Australians, including
Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull, took to social me-
dia to pay tribute to the
singer. “Dr. G. Yunupingu
was a remarkable Australian
sharing Yolngu language
with the world through mu-
sic,” Mr. Turnbull tweeted.

Australian rock legend
and Midnight Oil frontman

Peter Garrett tweeted that
Yunupingu was a “truly great
musician”.

“Very sad news. Too
young, so much left to give.
Heart goes out to family.”

Global collaboration
Yunupingu collaborated with
musicians across the world,
including producer Quincy
Jones and British giants Elton
John and Sting who per-
formed or recorded with
him.

He also performed for
audiences including Queen
Elizabeth II and former U.S.
President Barack Obama. 

Blind from birth, he
emerged from the remote
Galiwin’ku community on
Elcho Island off the coast of
Arnhem Land in Australia’s
north to sell over half a mil-
lion albums worldwide. 

But he reportedly
struggled with liver and kid-
ney disease through con-

tracting Hepatitis B as a
child, with his early death a
“stark reminder why we
must close the gap of life ex-
pectancy for indigenous
ppl”, Greens Senator Sarah
Hanson-Young tweeted.

“It’s a failure of all of us
that we have lost such an
amazing human being,” his
friend Vaughan Williams told
the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

“I feel he was trapped in
the same cycle of bad health
that so many indigenous
people are trapped in.”

Aborigines, whose cul-
tures stretch back tens of
thousands of years, remain
the most disadvantaged
Australians.

They were believed to
have numbered around one
million at the time of British
settlement, but now make
up only about three percent
of the total national popula-
tion of 24 million.

Aboriginal music icon dead
Australian G. Yunupingu has sold over half a million albums worldwide

Agence France-Presse

Sydney

Gurrumul Yunupingu. * AP

It was a woolly ride, but
three wild rabbits managed
to escape rising flood waters
in New Zealand by clamber-
ing aboard sheep and surf-
ing to safety on their backs. 

Ferg Horne, 64, says he’s
been farming since he left
school at age 15 and has
never seen anything quite
like it. Then he saw the be-
draggled rabbits hitching a
ride two on one sheep and a
third on another sheep. 

“I couldn’t believe it for a
start,” he said. Nobody else
would believe him either
without proof, he thought,
so he got out his phone to
take a photo, an image he
figured his grandchildren
would enjoy. In fact, he inad-
vertently shot a short video. 

“It’s a Samsung or a
smartphone or whatever

you call it. I swear at it every
day,” he said. “I’m abso-
lutely useless with techno-
logy.” 

Nevertheless, Mr. Horne
managed to capture the mo-
ment. He said the sheep
were huddled together on a
high spot on the farm, stand-

ing in about 8 cm of water.
Rabbits are considered a
pest to farmers in New Zeal-
and, and Mr. Horne said that
typically when he sees one,
he shoots the rabbit. “But
they’d showed so much initi-
ative, I thought they de-
served to live,” he said. 

Wild rabbits surf on sheep
to �ee New Zealand �ood 
64-year-old farmer makes a video of the free ride

Associated Press

Wellington

Safe perch: Rabbits sit on the back of sheep as they avoid rising
waters on a farm near Dunedin, New Zealand. * FERG HORNE/AP

Moscow-based Kaspersky
Lab is rolling out a free ver-
sion of its anti-virus soft-
ware across the globe, a
product launch that comes
amid mounting suspicion
in the United States that
the cyber firm is vulner-
able to Russian govern-
ment influence.

Kaspersky Free was im-
mediately available in the
U.S., Canada, and several
Asia Pacific countries and
would launch in other re-
gions in the coming
months, Eugene Kasper-
sky, the company founder,
wrote in a blog post.

Kaspersky said the free
version was not intended
to replace the paid ver-
sions of its anti-virus
software.

The free version offers
“the bare essentials” such
as email and web anti-virus
protection and automatic
updates. 

The increase in reach
will help improve protec-
tion for everyone, the blog
post said, as more data
feeds the company’s ma-
chine learning engines. 

The company has been
working on Kaspersky Free
for 18 months, a develop-
ment phase that included
pilot versions in several
markets including Russia,
Ukraine, China and Scand-
inavian countries.

Faces suspicion
But the company has faced
suspicion for years about
its ties to Russia’s Federal
Security Service or FSB.

Concerns about the
company have metastas-
ised in the U.S. in recent
years due to the deteriora-
tion in U.S.-Russia relations
following Russia’s invasion
of Crimea in 2014 and later
when U.S. intelligence
agencies concluded that
Russia had hacked the 2016
U.S. presidential election.

Moscow denies the
hacking allegations, and
Kaspersky has repeatedly
denied it has any untoward
relationship with any gov-
ernment, saying the accus-
ations against it lack
evidence.

Kaspersky
o�ers free
software
Reuters

Las Vegas

Scientists have identified a
new species of glow-in-the-
dark shark that has an un-
usually large nose, weighs a
little less than a kilo and
measures less than a foot.

The new species, a mem-
ber of the lanternshark fam-
ily, has been named Et-
mopterus lailae. It lives
1,000 feet below the Pacific
Ocean off the coast of the
northwestern Hawaiian
islands.

“This species is very un-
derstudied because of its
size and the fact that it lives
in very deep water. They are
not easily visible or access-
ible like so many other
sharks,” said Stephen M.
Kajiura, professor at Florida
Atlantic University.

“The unique features and

characteristics of this new
species really sets it apart
from the other lantern-
sharks,” Mr. Kajiura said.

“For one thing, it has a
strange head shape and an
unusually large and bulgy
snout where its nostrils and
olfactory organs are located.
These creatures are living in
a deep sea environment
with almost no light so they
need to have a big sniffer to
find food,” he said.

Some of the other dis-

tinctive characteristics in-
clude its flank markings that
go forward and backward on
their bellies and a naked
patch without scales on the
underside of its snout.

Like other lanternsharks,
the Etmopterus lailae is bio-
luminescent and the flanks
on the bottom of its belly
glow in the dark. The mark-
ings on its belly and tail also
were specific to this new
species, researchers said in
the journal Zootaxa.

Miniature species has a big snout to �nd food in the deep
Press Trust of India

Washington

Etmopterus lailae. * FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

Glow-in-the-dark shark
discovered in the Paci�c 

All in a day’s work: A �sherman �ings his net into the surging waters of the Mahanadi on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar on
Wednesday. Villages along the river have been �ooded after heavy rain in many districts of Odisha. * BISWARANJAN ROUT 
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Let the sky fall

Visitors to a quirky rail mu-
seum in France’s Burgundy
region, the brainchild of U.S.
entrepreneur Gregory Mar-
shall, will have a new oppor-
tunity to spend a night on
the legendary Orient
Express.

Two carriages and a loco-
motive from the line created
in 1883 to carry the well-
heeled from Paris to Con-
stantinople, as Istanbul was
then called, are the jewel of
Mr. Marshall’s growing col-
lection of steam trains for a
hotel-cum-museum he hopes
to open next year.

The Orient Express
stopped serving Istanbul in
1977 when the service was
shortened and the fabled

train made its last journey in
December 2009.

Dating from 1948, Mr. Mar-
shall’s Orient Express car-
riages include a luxurious
restaurant car — which fea-
tures a cylinder phonograph
among its period highlights —
where guests will dine. 

Mr. Marshall’s “dream
train” project is centred on a
disused railway station
nestled among century-old
oaks and aspens in the vil-
lage of Dracy-Saint-Loup,
population 600.

Once he brings the long-
deserted station, built in
1882, back to life, “it’ll be
great for kids,” said the
white-haired Mr. Marshall,
who looks far younger than
his 71 years. 

“I’ve loved trains since I

was a child,” said Mr. Mar-
shall, a former U.S. Marine
who remembers the first toy
train set his father gave him
when he was five or six years

old. “Almost everybody of
my age, older, or a little bit
younger, has memories of
steam locomotives,” Mr. Mar-
shall said.

stock will earn a historic clas-
sification in France.

Mr. Marshall is not only
about steam trains. An avid
pilot, he owns a Piper Lance
six-seater, which is parked at
the airport in the nearby Bur-
gundy capital Dijon. 

He also owns a collection
of Citroen’s emblematic
Deux Chevaux (2CV) cars, in-
cluding one that he has adap-
ted to look like a Second
World War era U.S. army
vehicle. Dracy-Saint-Loup
residents are enthused by
Mr. Marshall’s project. 

While the “dream train”
project slowly takes shape,
weeds continue to consume
the old tracks and the rickety
station platform sags in
places. “There’s still a lot of
work to do,” he said.

fort, Mr. Marshall plans a
“double-decker” carriage
that will be his main resid-
ence at the Dracy-Saint-Loup
station, which lies on a now
defunct line that meanders
through Burgundy’s Morvan
highlands and has not seen a
passenger since 2011.

The entrepreneur, who
made a fortune from some
telecommunications patents,
bought the dilapidated build-
ing from the French state
railway company SNCF in
September 2016.

He knows his “dream
train” project is going to bust
the €200,000 budget he set.
But he doesn’t mind.

Formerly active with
American heritage groups,
Mr. Marshall hopes his sta-
tion and its historic rolling

“But in regular museums
there’s no participation,
people can’t get on (the
trains), and really enjoy
them, have an adventure.”

The last locomotive to ar-
rive at the site was a Cockerill
from Belgium, taking its
place beside a huge steam
engine dating from 1916.

A fun vacation
Mr. Marshall’s French man-
ager, Gregory Godessart,
says guests cannot expect to
enjoy all the modern com-
forts, but just “to have fun
spending the night in the Ori-
ent Express.”

So far one of the wagons is
practically ready to take pay-
ing guests, with Mr. Marshall
aiming for a 2018 opening.

For his own sleeping com-

French museum-cum-hotel to o�er night on Orient Express
U.S. entrepreneur is adding two carriages and a locomotive from the legendary line created in 1883 to his vintage collection

Agence France-Presse

Dracy-Saint-Loup

Cool wheels: Gregory Marshall shows a 1910 steam locomotive
in Dracy-Saint-Loup in France. * AFP

At Jef Boeke’s lab, you can
whiff an odour that seems
out of place, as if they were
baking bread here. 

But he and his colleagues
are cooking up something
else altogether: yeast that
works with chunks of man-
made DNA. 

Scientists have long been
able to make specific
changes in the DNA code.
Now, they’re taking the
more radical step of starting
over, and building re-
designed life forms from
scratch. Mr. Boeke, a re-
searcher at New York Uni-
versity, directs an interna-
tional team of 11 labs on
four continents working to
“rewrite” the yeast gen-
ome, following a detailed
plan they published in
March. 

Their work is part of a
bold and controversial pur-

suit aimed at creating cus-
tom-made DNA codes to be
inserted into living cells to
change how they function,
or even provide a treatment
for diseases. 

Challenging future
It could also someday help
give scientists the profound
and unsettling ability to cre-
ate entirely new organisms. 

The genome is the entire
genetic code of a living
thing. Learning how to
make one from scratch, Mr.
Boeke said, means “you

really can construct some-
thing that’s completely
new.” The research may re-
veal basic, hidden rules that
govern the structure and
functioning of genomes.
But it also opens the door to
life with new and useful
characteristics, like mi-
crobes that are better than
current ones at pumping
out medications in pharma-
ceutical factories, or new
vaccines. 

Also on the horizon is re-
designing human DNA.
That’s not to make genetic-
ally altered people, scient-
ists stress. 

Instead, the synthetic
DNA would be put into
cells, to make them better
at producing pharmaceut-
ical proteins, for example,
or perhaps to engineer
stem cells as a safer source
of lab-grown tissue and or-
gans for transplanting into
patients. 

Scientists build DNA from
scratch to alter life’s blueprint 
Associated Press

New York

A petri dish containing live
yeast cultures. * AP
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