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OF REST OF SEASON 27

CJI KHEHAR RECOMMENDS
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AS HIS SUCCESSOR 14

PUJARA, DHAWAN SLAM
TONS, TAKE INDIA TO
399/3 VS SRI LANKA 25

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: At least 10 people
die every day in Delhi of tuber-
culosis, a curable disease, ex-
posing a huge healthcare defi-
cit in the national capital. Ne-
arly 47% of the deaths are of
people in the productive age
group of 15 to 44 years.

This data, an average of TB
deaths in 2014 and 2015, was ac-
cessed by NGO Praja Founda-
tion through RTI applications
in all municipal and state go-
vernment-run hospitals. 

“The actual number of de-
aths due to TB in Delhi could
be much higher. Our data is ba-
sed on deaths reported by ho-
spitals which constitute only
about 60% of all deaths. Also,
hospitals run by the Centre

and private institutions are
not included in this,” Milind
Mhakse, project director of
Praja Foundation, said. Rohi-
ni zone, in north corporation,
was the city’s TB hotspot, ac-
counting for 33% of all cases.

10 die of TB every day
in Delhi, finds NGO

ROHINI WORST
➤ TB claimed 4,350 lives in 
2014, 3,635 in 2015

➤ Rohini zone ground zero 
of TB in city, with 33% of all 
cases, followed by Civil Lines 
(11%) & Karol Bagh (8%)

➤ Data collated by an NGO 
through RTI applications in 
all municipal & city govt-run 
hospitals

�Continued on P 4

The Cabinet raised the in-
vestment limit on sovere-

ign gold bonds (SGBs) for indi-
viduals on Wednesday to 4 kg
per year from the current 500
grams and unveiled several
other changes to make it more
attractive for investors. The
investment limit per fiscal ye-
ar has been increased to 4 kg
for individuals, 4 kg for Hindu
undivided family and 20 kg for
trusts and similar entities no-
tified by the government from
time to time, a statement from
the finance ministry said. To
improve liquidity and trada-
bility of SGBs, appropriate
market-making initiatives
will be devised. P 23

Gold bond
limit raised to
4 kg per year

INDIA STEPS UP INVESTMENTS

Retail investors are again in-
vesting in the stock market

in a big way, but this time indi-
rectly, through mutual funds,
reports Partha Sinha. And
they are investing through the
systematic investment plan
(SIP) route, which is fast gai-
ning in popularity. From about
Rs 2,000 crore a month invested
by 67 lakh investors two years
ago, SIP inflow more than do-
ubled to Rs 4,900 crore from ne-
arly 1.5 crore investors this Ju-
ne. The stock market rally, lo-
wer returns from gold, realty
and FDs and regulatory push
to promote investor education
have helped popularise the SIP
culture in India. P 23

Monthly SIP
inflow doubles

to ̀̀ 5k cr in 2 yrs 

Piyush Tripathi & Akhilesh Singh

Patna/New Delhi: Nitish Ku-
mar resigned as Bihar chief
minister on Wednesday after
splitting with Lalu Prasad over
corruption charges against
the latter’s son but will regain
the post in less than 24 hours,
this time with BJP’s support.

The saffron party came to
the JD(U) boss’s assistance as
part of a script which he and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had prepared well in ad-
vance. West Bengal governor
Keshari Nath Tripathi, who is
holding charge of the state,
had been stationed in Patna to
facilitate Nitish’s swearing-
in as CM for the fifth time.

BJP’s parliamentary bo-
ard, which happened to be in
session around the same time

to finalise nominees for the Ra-
jya Sabha polls, came in handy
and promptly endorsed the de-
cision to support steps to “av-
oid mid-term polls in Bihar”.

BJP will join a Nitish-led
government, reviving the co-
alition which worked suc-

cessfully until 2013 when they
split over the JD(U) leader’s
resistance to BJP projecting
Modi as its PM candidate for
the 2014 polls. This marks a
big realignment of forces be-
fore the 2019 contest and co-
mes as a psychological boost

for BJP. It can create compli-
cations for the Congress and
others in the opposition who
were already groping for wa-
ys to counter BJP’s growing
dominance, and can streng-
then the effort to reinforce
the “secular” alliance by

bringing in new players like
SP and BSP. Modi, said to be
behind the rapprochement,
led the reception for Nitish by
hailing him for his stand aga-
inst corruption.

Coming Full Circle: 4 Yrs After JD(U) Boss, Modi Split, ‘Bihari’ & ‘Bahari’ Are Back As Bhai-Bhai

In the circumstances 
that prevail in Bihar, 

it became difficult to run the 
grand alliance govt...

—Nitish Kumar, Bihar CM

Many, many congratulations to Nitish 
Kumar for joining the fight against 
corruption. The country’s 125 crore 
citizens welcome and support his 
move for honesty... — PM Narendra Modi

Nitish is playing into the hands of BJP... Since we are the single-largest party in 
Assembly, the claim of legislature party leader goes to us — Lalu Prasad (RJD)

July 2014 March 2016

BIHAR ASSEMBLY

RJD
80

JD (U)
71

Cong
27

Others
12

BJP
53
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Nitish quits alliance with Lalu, Cong;
to return as CM in coalition with BJP

Dhananjay Mahapatra & 
Amit Anand Choudhary TNN

New Delhi: The government
told the Supreme Court on
Wednesday that even if priva-
cy was assumed to be a funda-
mental right, it could not atta-
in a status higher than the
right to food ensured through
Aadhaar for 270 million impo-
verished people.

A nine-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justi-
ce J S Khehar tried its best to
elicit a direct “yes” or “no” re-
ply from attorney general K K
Venugopal to the limited qu-
estion before the court: whet-
her or not privacy enjoyed the
status of a fundamental right. 

The attorney general refu-
sed to rise to the bait and kept
stepping around the question. 

He came closest to an ans-

wer when he told the bench,
“Privacy, even if assumed to
be a fundamental right, con-
sists of a large number of sub-
species. Each and every sub-
species of privacy cannot be
elevated to the status of a fun-
damental right.”

Centre: Privacy can’t override
right to food through Aadhaar

�Continued on P 12

Mahagathbandhan
plan in tatters

JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar’s
snapping of ties with

RJD-Congress is a mortal blow
to attempts to craft a grand
‘secular alliance’ to take on BJP
in the 2019 elections, a
development that is set to send
the anti-saffron camp back to
the drawing board but with
fewer options at hand. Nitish’s
action is set to leave a gaping
hole in any alliance that comes
up in future without him. P 9

Lalu offered Centre
deal to topple Nitish?

Early this year, Lalu’s
emissaries allegedly

offered a deal to a senior Union
minister to bring down Nitish in
exchange for the Centre’s help
with court cases facing the RJD
boss. Suspicions of a possible
effort by Lalu to poach Nitish’s
MLAs deepened the distrust,
creating an opening for Modi
to woo Nitish, who had sup-
ported demonetisation. P 9

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bhopal: A 35-year-old Vya-
pam accused, Praveen Ya-
dav, was found dead at his ho-
me in MP’s Morena on Tues-
day evening, a day before he
was to appear before a CBI
special court in Jabalpur. He
was found hanging in his ho-
use at around 7pm. Police sa-
id no suicide note was found.

About 44 people related
to the MP board scam have
either purportedly commit-
ted suicide or died in myste-
rious circumstances over
the last decade. Many of
them are from Morena. Ya-
dav, who lived in Morena’s
Maharajapur area, was a
student of the 2008 batch at
Jabalpur Medical College. 

Vyapam scam
accused found
dead at home

�Continued on P 10

Arvind Kejriwal endured
a torrid Wednesday in

the Delhi High court, a day
after Ram Jethmalani quit
as his counsel in the civil
and criminal defamation
cases filed by Union finance
minister Ar-
un Jaitley ag-
ainst the CM,
reports Abhi-
nav Garg. In
the morning,
Justice Man-
mohan cautioned Kejriwal
to refrain from putting any
“scandalous” queries thro-
ugh his new lawyer during
Jaitley’s cross-examinati-
on. Later in the day, another
bench slapped a cost of
Rs 10,000 on the CM for fai-
ling to file his response in
connection with one of the
defamation suits. P 8

Jaitley suits:
Kejri warned,
fined ̀̀ 10,000

Akhilesh.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP president
Amit Shah is set to make his
debut in Parliament as he will
contest the Rajya Sabha polls
from Gujarat on August 8.
Shah is a sitting MLA from
Naranpura in Ahmedabad.

Health minister J P Nad-
da made the announcement
after the party’s parliamen-
tary board meeting on Wed-
nesday. I&B and textiles mi-
nister Smriti Irani will be
BJP’s other Rajya Sabha no-
minee from Gujarat. Irani’s
tenure as an MP of the Upper
House ends on August 18.

The parliamentary bo-
ard, attended by PM Narend-
ra Modi, also named Sampa-
tiya Uikey, a tribal leader
from MP, for the Rajya Sabha
bypoll necessitated by Anil
Madhav Dave’s death.

Shah is a five-term MLA
but his presence in Parlia-

ment was increasingly felt
as he has been busy with par-
ty activities in the national
capital. Moreover, the party
will get a strong voice in the
House of Elders. Shah and
Irani are likely to file their
nominations on Thursday.

Although BJP has only
announced it will contest two
seats, there is a possibility of a
third candidate, which could
create hurdles for Congress
veteran Ahmed Patel who has
filed his nomination.

Amit Shah to
contest RS poll
from Gujarat

Smriti Will Also
Be BJP Nominee
For Upper House

�Continued on P 16

The 10-year-old rape survi-
vor from Chandigarh is

between 30 and 32 weeks
pregnant and will have to un-
dergo a normal delivery, ac-
cording to sources close to
doctors at the PGIMER,
Chandigarh, reports Shi-
mona Kanwar. The doctors
conducted fresh tests on her
on Wednesday following a
Supreme Court order to
ascertain whether she could
be allowed to terminate the
unwanted pregnancy. The
doctors have not recommen-
ded any intervention at this
point, implying that neither
abortion nor a C-section was
advisable, sources said. P15

‘Abortion not
safe for child
rape survivor’

Vaibhav.Ganjapure
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: The Nagpur bench
of the Bombay high court on
Wednesday directed a group
of builders to comply with a
July 31 registration deadline
under the Real Estate (Regu-
lation and Development) Act
(Rera), 2016. The court decli-
ned to extend the month-end
deadline set under the new re-
al estate regulatory law.

The court was hearing a
petition by four builders, who
questioned the constitutional
validity of certain “arbitrary
and draconian’’ provisions of
the new law, which, they said,
would apply retrospectively
to older projects, already un-
der construction. The Centre,
however, in a detailed affida-
vit said the “act is not uncons-
titutional’’ nor is it a retro-

spective application as ongo-
ing projects are not complete.

“The Real Estate Act does
not envisage penalty for vio-
lations prior to the commen-
cement of the Act,’’ said the
Centre in its affidavit. The
Act was passed in March 2017. 

HC: Meet July 31 Rera
registration deadline 

�Continued on P 10

�Most ongoing projects
in NCR out of Rera, P 5

A Delhi court on Wednes-
day sentenced a princi-

pal and director of a school
to two months’ jail for “cruel-
ty and causing mental trau-
ma” to a Class III student by
stopping her from entering
the classroom, reports Aa-
mir Khan. Principal Romi
Chawla and director Kavita
Chandra of Dwarka’s OPG
World School will have to pay
the student Rs 2.5 lakh each
as compensation. The com-
plainant alleged his daugh-
ter was “ill-treated” after he
had raised critical questions
about students’ uniforms
and accessories. P 7

Jail for principal
for barring pupil
from classroom 

Congress and Trinamool on
Wednesday joined hands

and fielded senior advocate
Kapil Sibal to argue before the
Supreme Court that right to
privacy was a fundamental
right though it could not be tre-
ated as an absolute right in the
era of technological advance-
ments, reports Dhananjay
Mahapatra. Appearing for
the Karnataka, Punjab, Beng-
al and Puducherry govern-
ments, Sibal and advocate De-
vadatt Kamat suggested a four-
fold test of state action before
permitting governments to ac-
cess personal data. P12

Cong, TMC field
Sibal to argue
case in court

15k complaints on
UP Rera site on Day 1

Only eight projects were
registered on UP’s Rera

website on Wednesday, but
about 15,000 homebuyers
lodged complaints on the site,
reports Sharmila Bhowmick,
resulting in the government
introducing a Rs 1,000 fee to
lodge complaints. P 5

Nod for Bill on DNA
tech in crime cases

The Law Commission on
Wednesday okayed a

central bill for regulating use of
DNA-based technology as a
forensic tool in civil and
criminal proceedings, and for
identification of missing
persons and unidentified
bodies, reports Dhananjay
Mahapatra. P 12

The bodies of 18 people —
all close relatives — we-

re recovered from the slush
at a river bank in a village in
Gujarat’s Banaskantha on
Wednesday, taking the flo-
od-related death toll since
the beginning of the mon-
soon to 119. The victims in-
cluded eight women and an
eight-year-old girl. 

Khariya was among 30
villages where an alert had
been sounded. “We suspect
that these 18 people were
swept away after Tuesday
midnight,” V M Patel, the
deputy mamlatdar of Kan-
krej, told TOI. P 17

18 of a family
die in flood-hit
Gujarat village

Ahmed in RS fray: Will
Vaghela be a hurdle?

Ahmed Patel, political
adviser to Congress

president Sonia Gandhi, on
Wednesday filed the
nomination papers for a fifth
term in Rajya Sabha from
Gujarat even as Shankersinh
Vaghela, who recently
resigned as leader of the
opposition in the state
assembly, appeared
determined to sabotage his
re-election. P 16
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New Delhi: For 14-year-old
Mohammad Abbas, life wo-
uld never be the same. His pa-
rents and siblings were crus-
hed to death while he was wa-
iting for them at home. He
didn’t go with them as he was
unwell. He has been inconso-
lable since. 

When the bodies were be-
ing pulled out, Abbas’ mot-
her Anjum Fatima was found
clutching onto her children
tightly during the last mo-
ments. Apart from his mot-
her, Abbas lost his father
Qumar Abbas Zaidi, brother
Azhar Abbas and sister Juhi
Fatima. Their driver Mehra-
zuddin died too. 

Abbas was excited about
his cousin returning home af-
ter two years. “The entire fa-
mily was extremely happy
and so many preparations
were in place since my daugh-
ter-in-law from Iran was co-
ming back after a long time.
In fact, the children were not
supposed to go to receive her.
It was only because they in-
sisted on meeting their aunt
and seeing the airport that
their parents gave in. Other-
wise, at least the kids would
have been alive,” said Qaisar

Abbas Zaidi, Abbas’ grandpa.
Mehrazuddin’s family was

in grief too. He wasn’t suppo-
sed to drive down to Delhi, but
decided to go when he couldn’t
find a driver. While leaving ho-
me at 9.30pm, he had told his
children that he would be back

by 4am, as they had to attend a
family function next morning.

“He was the sole earning
member of our family. Our li-
ves would never be whole
again,” said Shanno, Mehra-
zuddin’s sister. 

His eldest son, Mehtab (14),

said his father was closer to
him than anyone else. “I was
asleep when he left home and
will always regret that I was
not able to see my father the ve-
ry last time,” said Mehrat. 

(With inputs from Ishita
Bhatia in Meerut)

They Had Come To Delhi To Pick Up Relatives From Iran

Happy reunion turns into
tragedy for Meerut family

Pankhuri.Yadav
@timesgroup.com

Anjum Fatima Azhar Abbas Juhi Fatima Mehrazuddin 
(driver) 

Qumar Abbas 
Zaidi

FATAL IMPACT: The scrunched up remains of the Innova (L) that was hit by a dumper with ‘MCD’ sticker

Sanjeev Rastogi

New Delhi: Little regard for
road safety, absence of cops at
critical junctions and non-
functioning traffic signals are
some of the factors contribu-
ting to the rising of number of
accidents at night. More than
50% of the road deaths take
place past midnight. Accor-
ding to Delhi Police records,
612 fatal accidents took place
in the city between January
and June this year. In other
words, road accidents claim
three lives a day on average.

A study conducted by the
traffic police revealed that the
two ring roads were veritable
deathtraps, with 203 people
perishing on these arterial
stretches that connect almost
all parts of the city, this year.

Almost 50% of the pedest-
rian deaths took place either
due to lack of designated foot-
paths in many places or for the
reason that the victim was
crossing the road at night. 

Nearly 80% of the deaths
involving two-wheelers were
caused by two factors: they
toppled after hitting another
vehicle or a pole due to 
speeding.

The maximum number of
fatal accidents occurred bet-
ween 11pm and midnight.
Cops say that private cars we-
re found to be biggest killers
on road during this time.

Most of the accidents took
place near flyovers and junc-
tions. At night, apart from the
two ring roads, highwa-
ys—GT Karnal Road, Rohtak
Road, NH-8 and Grand Trunk
Road—passing through, the
city accounted for most of the
other fatalities due to lack of
monitoring by cops or the
transport department.

In Delhi, road
accidents

claim 3 lives
every day
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi:It was a close shave
for a family of labourers slee-
ping on the roadside. If not for
the concrete blocks installed
for construction of the Delhi-
Meerut expressway, the truck

“We were sleeping right
below the area where the
truck toppled. We are glad
construction work is going on
or we too would have been co-
unted as the casualties,” said
Kailash, Nemwati’s younger
brother. 

ming. We went to check what
had happened and saw the
truck standing and a car that
had turned turtle. I could hear
a few people calling out for
help. I immediately made a
PCR call,” said Nemwati, a
prime eye witness. 

that rammed the Innova car
would have rolled down the slo-
pe and crushed them as well.

The family, also the prime
witnesses to the accident, is
now thanking their stars.

“We heard a loud thud aro-
und 4am and people screa-

Another family sleeping on the roadside has lucky escape
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lamha and Abbas were Qu-
mar’s niece and nephew.
The driver, Mehrazuddin,

was known to the family as
they lived in the same locality.
On Tuesday night, Qumar
went to Mehrazuddin’s shop
and asked him if he could drive
them to Delhi to pick up their
relatives in his car. Mehrazud-
din readily agreed.

One of the survivors told
the police that the truck com-
ing from the opposite direction
suddenly took a turn towards
the right, cut through the traf-
fic and broke the grilles of the
divider and overturned. Be-
fore Mehrazuddin could
swerve to his left in order to
avoid hitting the oncoming

truck, it toppled and fell on the
car. The front portion of the car
was heavily damaged . 

Qumar and Mehrazuddin
were killed instantly. The
truck, which had a Haryana
number, dragged the one-ton
Innova along for a distance as
the car’s bonnet was stuck to
the truck.

As the dumper, which had
an MCD sticker on it rolled
back on his wheels, the driver
managed to escape. A team led
by DCP (east) Omvir Singh has
been formed to track him.

“An FIR under section 304
of the IPC has been registered
and efforts are being made to
trace the driver,” said Ravin-
dra Yadav, Joint Commission-
er (eastern range).

Police said the victims

were rushed to Lal Bahadur
Shashtri hospital where the
younger Anjum remains criti-
cal. Cops are probing whether
the errant driver had fallen
asleep on the wheels or was
drunk. They are also probing if
the dumper’s driver was trying
to save someone and ended up
taking a sharp left.

The CCTV footage from the
adjoining areas have been re-
covered to identify the driver.
Incidentally, there is no footage
available from cameras in-
stalled along the NH-24 as they
have been switched off due the
ongoing Meerut highway con-
struction work. It was found
that the truck was hired by the
EDMC from a private contrac-
tor who has also been contact-
ed to identify the driver.

Cops probing if trucker
was drunk or dozed off

HORROR ON THE HIGHWAY

Dumper is heading to Sarai Kale Khan 
from Ghazipur on NH-241

Around 3.50am, it swerves towards the 
right, breaks through the divider, flips in 
the air and hits Innova coming from the 
opposite directionon the other side of the 
road

2

Innova with 9 
people was coming 
from IGI airport, 
going to Merrut

3

4 Innova flips too on impact 
and turns turtle. Four 
members of Zaidi family is 
killed along with their driver

DELHI

Accident 
spot

TOWARDS 
GHAZIPUR

TOWARDS 
NIZAMUDDIN

�Continued from P1
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New Delhi:The housing and
urban affairs ministry told
Lok Sabha on Wednesday
that 708 government bunga-
lows in the Lutyens’ Bunga-
low Zone (LBZ) are “conside-
red structurally unsafe aga-
inst earthquake”.

In response to a written
question, minister of state
Rao Inderjit Singh informed
the Lower House that the as-
sessment of unsafe bunga-
lows was done by the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD). “Razing/ refurbish-
ment/ replacement of such
bungalows are considered in
a phased manner,” Rao re-
sponded in the written reply.

There are about 1,200
bungalows in the LBZ. About
740 bungalows of them of dif-
ferent sizes are owned by the
government. These bunga-
lows were built between 1912
and 1930. In 2014, the CPWD
had mooted a proposal to re-
build about 480 of these bung-
alows and a Cabinet proposal
was prepared. The estimates
prepared during UPA indica-
ted requirement of around
Rs 3,000 crore for this task.

Though after coming to
power, the NDA government
had moved a proposal to rede-
velop the LBZ, it has remai-
ned in cold storage. The hou-
sing and urban affairs mini-
stry has prepared a draft pro-
posal and had also invited
suggestion and objections
from the stake holders.

Sources said the decision
of development of the LBZ
has to be taken by the politi-
cal leadership. “The plan to
rebuild or redevelop the
bungalows will be decided
only after government takes
a decision on the redevelop-
ment of LBZ,” said a source.

Govt: 708
Lutyens’

bungalows
vulnerable

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A 45-year-old heart pati-
ent was killed when the ambulance
carrying him was rammed by a spee-
ding car near Delhi Gate. The inci-
dent took place when the man, Maha
Singh, was being taken to a hospital
in the early hours of Tuesday.

The impact was such that the am-
bulance, an Eeco, rolled over several
times before coming to a halt. The
Eon driver, who was registered with
a taxi aggregator, has been arrested.

Police said around 3am, Singh
was being rushed to GB Pant Ho-
spital by his nephew Naresh Singh
and his brother Mansingh. As soon
as the ambulance reached Delhi
Gate and was taking a turn from
the Ambedkar Stadium side to-
wards Daryaganj, the car coming

from ITO rammed the left side of
the emergency vehicle.

“There was a loud bang, after
which the ambulance rolled over
three times before coming to a halt.
The oxygen cylinder kept beside my
uncle fell on his chest and he died al-
most immediately,” said Naresh.

The driver of the Eon, later
identified as Mahfooz Alam, mana-

ged to step out of his vehicle and
help Naresh and Mansingh pull out
the victim, who appeared to have
died by then. Police said that hea-
ring the noise, locals gathered at
the spot and informed police. “We
arrested Alam for causing death
due to negligence,” said Mandeep
Singh Randhawa, DCP (central). 

During interrogation, Alam sa-

id he had expected the ambulance
to cross the spot before he reached
there. It was found that the traffic
lights at the crossing were put in
blinker mode, according to traffic
rules, and both the drivers failed to
notice each other. 

Naresh said his uncle had been
suffering from a heart ailment for
the past 10 months. He had complai-
ned of uneasiness on Monday night
and the family members decided to
rush him to GB Pant Hospital, where
he had been undergoing treatment.
Singh had been staying with his
brother and nephew ever since he
was diagnosed with the heart pro-
blem. “He was single and banked on
us for everything. We never expected
that such a tragedy would strike us,”
said Naresh, a lawyer.

Van Flips Over Many Times, Oxygen Cylinder Falls On 45-Year-Old
Car hits ambulance, patient dies

KILLER CRASH: The ambulance rolled over several times after being hit by the car

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Rishabh Kapoor

Ghaziabad: Four UP Police cons-
tables have been suspended and boo-
ked for wrongfully confining a gro-
up of five youngsters inside a police
outpost in Ghaziabad to extort mo-
ney from them. The men, who run
an IT startup in Noida’s Sector 65,
had been held captive inside the Niti
Khand police outpost of Indirapu-
ram on the night of July 22 after be-

ing picked up from their office.
According to the police, the four

cops were part of a special opera-
tions group (SOG) constituted to
control crime in the district and we-
re attached to the crime branch of
the Ghaziabad police.

An FIR was registered against
the four cops at Indirapuram police
station on Wednesday. TNN

4 cops extort IT firm owners, booked

Gurgaon: National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) and the state government are planning to
widen the service lanes of the Delhi-Gurgaon ex-
pressway to ease traffic congestion. Officials said
the two-lane 18km stretch of the service lane on both
sides of the expressway from Sirhaul to Kherki Dau-
la would be upgraded to four lanes.

At present, the service lanes on both the sides are
of two lanes. “We are exploring all possibilities sin-
ce the intra-city traffic flow in Gurgaon along the ex-
pressway is huge. The expansion of service lanes
will depend on how much land we get from the city
authorities,” an NHAI official told TOI. TNN

Delhi-Ggn e-way service
lanes to be widened

New Delhi: Though over one
lakh truck drivers have been
booked till date this year, it se-
ems to hardly act as a deter-
rent for heavy vehicles tur-
ning into killer monsters on
the city roads after a customa-
ry check at the border posts.

A traffic police survey
shows that trucks account for
over 70% of deaths on the ro-
ads past midnight. The most
vulnerable stretches are Ring
Road, Outer Ring Road and
Mathura Road. It was found
that 57.1% of all deaths by hea-
vy vehicles were pedestrians.
Also, 59.2% of heavy vehicles
were registered in Haryana.

Only 2% of the vehicles en-
tering the city can be stopped
and checked thoroughly for fit-

ness , that too at selected places
due to the shortage of staffers
at night.

K K Kapila from Interna-
tional Road Federation said
that lack of an integrated
checking policy has resulted
in untrained drivers being at
the wheels of these vehicles.

Traffic experts said the on-

ly solution to this mess is alter-
native roads to divert heavy ve-
hicles away from city. “There
is no accountability of the dri-
vers, unless the owners or peo-
ple who hire them are held ac-
countable for their illegal
acts,” said SP Singh, fellow of
Indian Foundation of Trans-
port Research and Training.

1L drivers booked, but trucks
cause 70% of night accidents

KILLER WHEELS
2017

2016

Jul 19 | Dumper rams four cars 
on AIIMS flyover, 6 injured

Jan 22 | 3 die as dumper 
overturns and falls on car in 
south Delhi
Apr 4 | 6 killed as car crashes 
into dumper on GT Road
Apr 7 | Dumper crushes teen
biker in Okhla

Dec 14 | 3 die and two injured
after truck hits motorbike 
from behind

Somreet.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

AVERAGE AQI 
ACROSS FOUR METROS

Delhi

Mumbai

Chennai

Kolkata

ModerateGood Hazardous

Source: CPCB

Readings taken at 6:30pm 

ITO 

NSIT Dwarka

Punjabi Bagh

Anand Vihar

RK Puram

Shadipur

Mandir Marg

Siri Fort

Noida

Gurgaon

AQI LEVELS IN NCR
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75

60
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58

87
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34

71

94
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POLLUTION WATCH

Delhi Environment minister
Imran Hussain on

Wednesday directed that nodal
officers should be nominated
for all greening agencies. The
direction came a meeting with
senior officers of the forest
department. The greening
agencies were told to submit
daily progress reports of the
plantations being carried out in
their areas. TNN

‘Post nodal staff
for green bodies’

AAP on Wednesday
announced Richa Pandey

Mishra as the new president
of the party's women's wing,
indicating a possible rejig in
other frontal organisations.
Richa replaces AAP's Palam
MLA Bhavana Gaur. PTI

New chief for AAP
women’s wing

CITYWEATHER

35°

Thursday forecast: Generally
cloudy sky. Minimum and Maximum
temperature on Thursday will be
between 27° C & 36° C

26.4°
Generally

Cloudy

HIGH LOW

SUNRISE FRI | 5.41AM
SUNSET THURS | 7.15 PM
MOONRISE FRI | 10.29 AM
MOONSET THURS| 11.11PM
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New Delhi: Now, you can re-
port cybercrime online. Del-
hi Police commissioner
Amulya Patnaik on Wednes-
day launched a dedicated
website for such cases. 

District cyber cells will
automatically receive the
complaints as soon as they
are registered on the portal,
www.cybercelldelhi.in, and
initiate investigation. Even-
tually, there will be a cyber
unit at each police station to
deal with these cases.

With this, Delhiites will
no longer have to make ro-
unds of police stations, the
crime branch and EOW to
lodge complaints, Patnaik
said. There will be interacti-
ve videos and Power Point
presentations on the portal
to educate visitors about new
modus operandi adopted by
the miscreants.

The website was unveiled
in presence of computer 
teachers of more than 200
Delhi schools at the NDMC
Convention Centre.

“The website has been
conceptualised as a one-stop
solution for cybercrime and
cyber safety information
that a citizen may require in
their day-to-day routine. The
objective behind developing
the website was to have a 
proactive communication
with the citizens on cyber sa-
fety issues and to provide a
responsive cybercrime re-
porting mechanism for the
victims,” said Dependra 
Pathak, special commissio-
ner of police and chief spo-

kesperson of Delhi Police. 
The portal has sections

on types of cybercrime, mo-
dus operandi, safety tips for
citizens and how to report
such cases, Pathak added. In-
formation about various cri-
mes like email hacking, fake
social media site, debit/cre-
dit card frauds, lottery
scams, fake insurance sche-
mes, e-theft and online chea-
ting are available on the site.
Safety precautions required
to be taken in order to keep
oneself safe from such cri-
mes also find a mention on it. 

The website has a list of
‘dos’ and ‘don’ts’ for different
segments of internet users
such as women, children, pa-
rents, senior citizens and bu-
sinessmen. “There is a speci-
al page that provides infor-

mation about the district cy-
ber cells, along with their
contact numbers. The websi-
te provides detailed informa-
tion as to how to lodge a
complaint and what docu-
ments are required to report
these,” said Madhur Verma,
Delhi Police spokesperson.

Also, a dedicated link has
been provided, which gives
details about virus threats. 

The top cop stressed the
need to harness technology
to counter the threat of cy-
bercrime. Patnaik said all
stake holders—police, me-
dia, schools, civil society and
citizens—need to be involved
to fight the growing menace
of cybercrime. He sough coo-
peration from computer tea-
chers in spreading aware-
ness in this regard.

Top Cop Launches Dedicated Website

Filing cybercrime
cases made easy

REPORTING CROOKS AT A CLICK
WEBSITE: http://www.cybercelldelhi.in/

WHAT CAN BE REPORTED
Email fraud, social media crimes, 
mobile app-related crimes, 
compromising of business email, data 
theft, ransomeware, netbanking, ATM 
frauds, fake call frauds, insurance 
frauds, lottery scam, Bitcoin, cheating 
scams, online transaction fraud

POWER PACKED FEATURES
➤ Dedicated link detailing 
latest viruses that are a 
threat to computers and 
mobile devices

➤ Individual sections 
for children, women, 
senior citizen, parents, 
businesspersons giving cyber 
safety tips

➤ Special section on ‘Dos 
and Don’ts’, videos on cyber 
awareness

➤ Special page for info on all 
district cyber cells with their 
contact numbers

➤  Guidelines and documents 
required for victims to lodge 
complaint

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after being
pulled up by Delhi high court
and getting directed to remove
debris near Sewa Nagar cros-
sing within three days, PWD
said that it will comply with
the order. However, PWD offi-
cials said this will delay phase-
II of the Barapullah project.

Officials said that they
had constructed a temporary
platform using rubble near

Sewa Nagar crossing for mo-
vement of heavy machinery
for constructing the flyover.
“We had ensured that the flow
in Kushak drain was not
hampered, but now we will re-
move it,” the official added.

Earlier, an angry Delhi
high court had again pulled
up PWD over the “dismal”
condition of Kushak drain in
south Delhi and warned of
heavy costs if the agency do-
esn’t get its act together.

PWD said that while the
drain near INA and Sewa Na-
gar is with them, South Cor-
poration and NDMC are re-
sponsible for desilting the re-
maining length.

South Corporation, howe-
ver, said that desilting work
started from May 12 and they
cleared their portion. “The
malba removed after digging
work by PWD flowed back 
into the drain after rain,” said
asenior official.

PWD to clear debris after HC rap
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Praja Foundation said the
Civil Lines zone report-
ed 11% of all TB cases re-

corded by hospitals from 2014
to 2016, while Karol Bagh ac-
counted for 8%. 

The NGO said that from
January 2014 to December
2016, Delhi reported more
than two lakh TB cases —
73,096 cases in 2014, 83,028 in
2015 and 68,169 in 2016. The
disease claimed 4,350 and
3,635 lives in 2014 and 2015, re-
spectively. Data for deaths 
in 2016 wasn’t available, 
the NGO said.

TB is a contagious infec-
tion that usually attacks the
lungs. It can also spread to
other parts of the body, like
the intestine and spine.
Caused by the Mycobacteri-
um tuberculosis bacteria, the
disease spreads through the
air, just like a cold or flu.

Dr Sarman Singh, profes-
sor and head, division of clin-
ical microbiology and molec-
ular medicine at AIIMS, said
lack of awareness about 
the disease was a major rea-
son for high incidence of TB
and related deaths.

“In India, three persons
die due to TB every two 
minutes. It remains a public
health challenge in spite of
50 years of control activities.
There is an urgent need to
step up the campaign for
awareness about the diseas-

e’s symptoms to ensure 
timely diagnosis and treat-
ment,” he said.

Experts say emergence 
of drug resistant TB was an-
other area of concern. A re-
cent study covering four 
metros found close to 9% of

all paediatric TB patients
were resistant to rifampicin,
one of the first-line drugs
used in treating infectious
diseases. TB incidence, the
survey found, was highest
among children in Delhi 
at 12.2% and the least in
Chennai at 5.4%.

Doctors say incidence of
drug resistance in children
suffering from TB has gone
up. “Children mostly get the
infection from adults. If we
can reduce the incidence of
TB among adults, the inci-
dence among children will
come down significantly,”
said a doctor. 

The doctor also busted a
common myth about TB af-
fecting mostly the poor. “We
get many people from well-to-
do families suffering from
TB,” the doctor added.

A senior official in 
the Union health ministry
said government is prepar-
ing a national strategic 
plan for ending TB in the
country by 2025. “We are 
expanding the rapid diagnos-
tic services to all districts 
for timely diagnosis. Also, 
we will step up awareness
campaigns,” he said.

TB cases highest among Delhi
kids, lowest in Chennai: Survey

VIRUS KILLING YOUNG PEOPLE
48% of people 
who died due to 
TB in hospitals in 
2015 were 15-44 
years of age

Actual number of 
deaths due to TB 

could be 
higher as
hospital deaths 
are only about 
60% of all deaths 
in the city

East corporation:
Shahdara (N) 8%,
Shahdara (S) 9%

North corporation: 
City 0%, Narela 

Rural 6%, Karol 
Bagh 8%, Rohini 
33%, Sadar 
Paharganj 2%,
Civil Lines 11%

South corporation:
Central 6%, West 
5%, South 6%,
Najafgarh 6%

NDMC: 0%
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TUBERCULOSIS IN DELHI

CAPITAL’S TB ZONES

�Continued from P1

New Delhi: Just under half
the posts in hospitals and dis-
pensaries run by Delhi go-
vernment and the municipal
corporations are lying va-
cant. NGO Praja Foundation
claimed on Wednesday that
data accessed through RTI
showed that municipal 
hospitals had a shortfall of
40% of doctors and 45% of
paramedical staff. 

In the government-run
hospitals and dispensaries,
while the maximum vacanci-
es were for academic posi-
tions (68%) and administrati-
ve positions (41%), there still
was a gaping 21% vacancy 
for doctors and 31% for para-
medical staff.

Milind Mhakse, project
director of Praja Foundation,
explained that the staff shor-

tage was calculated by sub-
tracting the available posi-
tions from the sanctioned 
positions in the health units.
In cases of abolished posi-
tions, the sanctioned posi-
tions, excluding the number
of abolished positions, were
considered.

Praja also claimed that
85% of Delhi’s population did
not have medical insurance,

though patients spend over
Rs 50,000 on treatment, trans-
port and other needs even in
government hospitals like
AIIMS. “Unskilled workers
— the lowest socio-economic
category – spend 11.5% of the-
ir annual family income on
hospital or medical costs,”
the study claimed. “Workers
serving in executive posi-
tions spend 10.7% of their fa-

mily income on healthcare.”
The study, published in

the latest issue of National
Medical Journal of India, sa-
id, “Among the reasons for ri-
sing costs of treatment is that
consumables such as medici-
nes are often not available
and need to be purchased.
Due to long waiting time for
diagnostic investigations, pa-
tients often need to or prefer
to get these tests done at pri-
vate diagnostic centres. The-
re is also a tendency to over-
investigate patients and prac-
tise ‘defensive’ medicine.”

Dr Anoop Saraya, study
leader, told TOI that health-
care was sometimes beyond
the means of not only the po-
or, but also the middle and
upper classes. Vikas Bajpai, a
teacher in the School of Soci-
al Sciences at JNU, said ex-
penditure on public health
needed to be boosted.

Not enough doctors, paramedics
in civic and govt hospitals in city

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

38% of Delhiites spend 6-10% 
of their annual family income on 
hospital/medical costs

POOR HEALTH OF INFRA 

Corporation-run hospitals 
and dispensaries:
Medical (40%),
paramedical (45%),
nurse (22%), admin 
(38%), labour (29%)

State-run hospitals and 
dispensaries: Medical 
(25%), paramedical 
(31%), nurse (19%),

admin (41%), labour (37%)
and lecturer (68%)

85% of Delhi families 
do not have medical 
insurance

STAFF SHORTAGE 

The bus stop of Qutub Minar is full of stagnant 
water. Mosquitoes are breeding in it. Commuters 
could fall ill. It’s clear that our civic agencies only 
excel at putting up mosquito control hoardings, but 
not dealing with the problem.

BE A SMART TOI 
CITIZEN REPORTER
Keep mobile phone’s 
GPS on while clicking 
and sending pictures
Describe exactly 
where and when 
picture was taken, 
giving street names 
and other locators

More photos, videos 
on timesofindia.com

The Ghondli ward of Krishna Nagar is facing a major problem with the rising number of stray 
cattle everywhere. These cows lead to traffic jams, injure residents and create havoc in a 
locality which is already congested. The residents of the area have been facing this menace 
for many years without any proper solution. Citizen Reporter Kanishk Saini

Hangout for 
stray cattle
KRISHNA NAGAR

Who needs a 
swimming pool?
WEST VINOD NAGAR

This is a permanent 
feature in West 
Vinod Nagar, which 
unfortunately 
comes under EDMC. 
Even light rain leads 
to accumulation of 
water, which, along 
with the overflowing 
sewers, floods the 
streets. This 
happens repeatedly 
as the municipal 
authorities seldom 
clean the muck and 
dirt from the drains.

Citizen Reporter 
Inderjit Kumar

Traffic isn’t the 
only danger here
UTTAM NAGAR

QUTUB MINAR

You might fall ill 
waiting for a bus

This drain with its 
cover missing is at the 
Uttam Nagar West 
Metro station on a 
very busy footpath. It 
could hurt someone 
badly or might also 
prove fatal, like 
Sunday’s incident in 
Mayur Vihar.

Citizen Reporter 
Sweta Agarwal

5WORST TRAFFIC
STRETCHES

Worst time 
to be on road 9.30pm

IMahamaya Flyover to 
Kalindi Kunj at 6.30pm

IIHauz Khas - Savitri 
Cinema at 8pm

IIIShadipur - Karol Bagh at
8pm

IVLaxmi Nagar - Karkari 
Mod at 7.30pm

V IDPL Township to Fun n 
Food Village via Old Delhi 

Gurgaon Road at 7pm

SPEED (Km per hour)

I II III IV V

List is drawn from 42 worst 
traffic spots in Delhi, 
Gurgaon, Noida and 
Ghaziabad that are tracked 
for congestion between 7am 
and 9pm on Google Maps. 
Traffic jams outside these 42 
spots aren’t captured

7
8

9 9

6

To promote an interest in
Sanskrit, Delhi government

will be starting 75 centres
across the city where a three
month, especially designed
course, will be taught to the
“common man”. The Sanskrit
Academy has been tasked with
preparing the course. TNN

Sanskrit classes
across the city

Aday after a 33-year-old Delhi
Police constable was allegedly

caught flashing at his women
colleagues and touching two
women officers inappropriately
during an argument at Police
Training College in Jharoda Kalan,
cops have arrested the man. TNN

Cop arrested for
lewd gesture

An AIIMS panel, formed by
the Centre after a chemical

spill at the Tughlaqabad depot
here, was on Wednesday
directed by the National Green
Tribunal to submit its report on
the impact of the incident. PTI

AIIMS panel to
report on gas leak
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Gurgaon/Noida: Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh’s Rera rules
leave a majority of ongoing real
estate projects in NCR outside
the ambit of the new real 
estate law, with the number as
high as 90% in Gurgaon, 
according to government and
industry officials.

The figures from Noida, the
city worst hit by delays in delive-
ry of flats, were not immediate-
ly available but industry wat-
chers expect little difference
with Gurgaon because Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana have
used the same yardstick for ong-
oing projects to be included in
their Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act. Noida
and Greater Noida together 
currently have 82 ongoing 
builder projects. 

Both states have decided to
keep outside the purview of Re-
ra projects that have been issu-
ed, or applied for, occupancy
certificates. This is a significant

difference from the central Rera
notified on May 1 this year that
had completion certificates as
the benchmark for exemption.

In Gurgaon, for instance,
90% of the estimated 1.7 lakh
units (flats/houses) that are in
various stages of construction
or completion have either alrea-
dy received occupancy certifica-
tes or applied for it, or have rece-
ived part-completion (also an
occupancy paper). These will
not be part of the Haryana Rera.
Part completion does not mean
the entire project is excluded
from Rera. 

Atower still under construc-
tion will have to be registered
afresh even if other towers in
the project are complete.

Homebuyers in both cities
said they were unhappy at what
they called a dilution of the Act
because the main problem here
is delayed possession. An occu-
pancy certificate does not add-
ress that as ongoing projects
where construction is complete
but amenities aren’t can get 
occupancy papers. Buyers in

these projects, therefore, cannot
bank on Rera for solutions. Si-
milarly, if a housing project has
20 towers of which three have
occupancy papers, those three
towers will also not come under
Rera, though amenities will 
be built collectively for the 
entire project.

Industry and government
sources in Gurgaon said new
projects where work has recent-
ly started, mostly those laun-
ched in the last year, and old pro-
jects abandoned midway becau-
se of a developer facing financi-
al crunch, will come under 
the Haryana Rera. 

Ahomebuyers’ group in No-
ida met MLA Pankaj Singh to
express their disappointment
and seek a review of the rules
before the Act is finally notified.
The Centre has asked all states
to notify the Act by July 31. Ha-
ryana’s cabinet cleared the ru-
les on July 25. “A large number
of applications for occupancy
has been made over the past
month with the Noida and Grea-
ter Noida authorities. This me-

ans a large number of ongoing
apartments will fail to reap the
benefit of Rera as these projects
would not be legally required to
register. This leaves buyers in a
compromised state,” said Ras-
hesh Purohit, founder, NCR ho-
mebuyers association.

Gaurav Prakash, a homebu-
yer in New Gurgaon, added,
“Rera was introduced to add-
ress the pain of homebuyers. So
how can the government lose
sight of it? Why replace comple-
tion certificate with OC?”

But the ground reality is
such that this may have been the
only practical way of imple-
menting Rera. No residential
project in Gurgaon has a comp-
letion certificate, said a senior
official of Haryana’s depart-
ment of town and country plan-
ning. “Only a few commercial
projects have taken a CC. Not
changing the criteria of ongo-
ing projects would have created
abig problem,” the official said.

Various buyers’ groups said
they were planning to file peti-
tions in courts. “We are highly

disappointed but kind of antici-
pated this. The Haryana Rera is
a further dilution of the 
draft rules which we had all
objected to,” said Shepalika
Sharma, of the Forum of Apart-
ment Owners in Gurgaon.

Realtors had a different vi-
ew, saying as long as buyers got
delivery of their projects with
the amenities promised to
them, there should not be a pro-
blem, irrespective of whether
the project had an OC or CC.
“The delay in obtaining an oc-
cupation certificate or comple-
tion certificate is as much a
function of delay from the go-
vernment’s end as the develo-
per. The Haryana government
has wisely considered that fact
and come out with a pragmatic
Act,” said Jaxay Shah, presi-
dent of realtors’ association
Credai. “The government has
not done anything wrong. This
was the right way to move ahe-
ad,” said Parveen Jain, MD 
of Tulip Infrastructure and 
president of Naredco, another
realtors’ collective.

Rao Narbir Singh, Harya-
na’s PWD minister, said, “We
have tried to bring out an Act
which favours both developers
and buyers. But if there are any
issues, people can approach us
and we will take their concerns
to the chief minister.”

UP will replicate central
law, claims Pankaj Singh

Pankaj Singh, Noida’s BJP
MLA, told TOI on Wednesday
all changes the Rera draft bro-
ught in by previous Akhilesh
Yadav government will be jun-
ked. “I have just had a discus-
sion with chief minister Yogi
Adityanath and housing de-
partment officials and it stands
to be clarified that all changes
made in the original Rera by the
former UP government will
stand cancelled after the matter
is taken up in the (state) cabinet.
It involves a certain process and
that will be done. Buyers’ inter-
ests will be protected as it has
been envisioned in the original
Rera,” Singh said over a call
from Lucknow. Currently, the
rules notified by the Akhilesh
Yadav regime are being used for
Rera registrations in UP.

Only Practical Way Forward, Say Govt Officials; Realtors Too Back Rules

Most ongoing projects in NCR
will be out of Rera ambit

Bagish Jha, Shubhra Pant &
Sharmila Bhowmick TNN

            Central Rera Haryana Rera UP Rera

Ongoing
Project

A project with an occupancy certificate/completion 
certificate or part-completion certificate kept out 

of ongoing project. A project where construction is 
complete and has applied for occupancy certificate on 
or before the date when the state law is notified (which 

is likely latest by July 31) also kept out

 Same. Also if 
common areas 

handed to 
RWAs, or sale 

deeds done for 
60% of project

Penalty 
for
default

Will be equal for both realtor and buyer (10% of project/flat cost). Rate will be same as SBI’s highest 
marginal cost of lending rate plus 2%, or the benchmark rate fixed by SBI for lending to people

Parking Common area that 
cannot be charged

Does not specify charges for open parking, 
but an annexure in the final draft has an option 

for a developer to charge for covered stilt 
and basement parking

Developer 
can charge 
for covered 

parking

Escrow 
account

70% of the amount already taken from buyers has to be utilised for meeting land and construction costs 
of the same project and will be maintained in a separate bank account

Carpet
area

Net usable floor area of an apartment, 
excluding the area covered by external walls, 
areas under services shafts, exclusive balcony 

or verandah area and open terrace area but 
includes the area covered by the internal partition 

walls. Realtor must disclose the apartment size 
based on carpet area even if sold on any other 
basis such as super built-up area, which shall 

not affect validity of the sale agreement

Same as 
central 

Rera

A Rera Ready Reckoner: Central vs State Laws

Any project without a 
completion certificate as 

of May 1, 2017 when 
the Act was notified

Not
defined

yet

New Delhi:South Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation has
launched JATAYU, a mecha-
nical vacuum cleaning ma-
chine to lift all sorts of gar-
bage, dust etc under the
Swachh mission. The ma-
chine, developed by a star-
tup, has been developed kee-
ping the infrastructure of
Delhi in mind.

South corporation com-
missioner Puneet Goel said
that they have procured two
machines on a pilot basis
and similar type of machine
will be deployed in all of the-
ir wards. We procured two
machines to test and we have
decided to deploy the same
or similar machines in all of
104 wards. Each ward will
have this machine which
will help us to ensure that ro-

ads are maintained well,”
said Goel.

It is a portable vacuum
based cleaning machine,
which can be mounted on
any small truck and can pro-
vide instant cleaning, offici-
als claimed. “It can lift coco-
nuts, glass, bottles, leaves,
dry and wet waste and work
even during the monsoon se-
ason,” said a senior official
from south corporation.

New cleaning machine for S Corp
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi police
special cell on Wednesday
arrested three men for the-
ir alleged connections
with an inter-state drug
cartel and seized heroin
worth over Rs 20 crore
from their possession.
Cops have been collecting
information on various
drug cartels.

It came to the notice of
the police that drugs pro-
cured in bulk from Mani-
pur were being brought to
Delhi through different ro-
utes, including from Bare-
illy in Uttar Pradesh, said
Sanjeev Kumar Yadav,
DCP (special cell). The
drugs were then supplied
in small quantities to Del-
hi-based suppliers and
peddlers, he added. TNN

Heroin worth
`̀20 cr seized,
three arrested

New Delhi: A teenager from
Afghanistan was apprehended
for allegedly trying to extort
money from a man in Kabul by
threatening to put morphed
photographs of his grand-
daughter online.

After getting the threat
calls, the victim panicked and
reported the matter to a local
police station in Kabul, who de-
tected the location of the num-
ber to be in Delhi.

On July 22, the 45-year-old
victim reached Delhi, met his
relatives and narrated the 
ordeal to them after which they
approached Lajpat Nagar 
police station and registered 
a complaint.

The victim said that he had
received the threat calls from a
Delhi-based number. In the
calls, the youth spoke in Pashtu
and asked him to deposit a few
lakhs in dollars and Indian ru-
pees into a bank account if he
did not want his granddaugh-
ter’s photographs to be publis-
hed online. The teen had also
sent a few of the obscene pho-
tographs on his mobile phone.

The teen was tracked down
to a locality in Lajpat Nagar
and apprehended. He admitted
to having made the calls from
his mobile number with the
help of his elder brother. A se-
arch is on to nab his brother.

Police are also probing
whether the siblings had called
others in Kabul and asked 
them to transfer money. Their
bank accounts are also being
scanned to look for deposits
from Afghan banks.

Afghan teen
arrested for
extortion bid
on Kabul man

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

CRIMINAL MIND

New Delhi: Five youths were
injured after a fight over spa-
ce in a park to play cricket in
south Delhi’s Mehrauli on
Wednesday. 

Four of them were stab-
bed and the other was beaten
with a cricket bat. Police say
that the two groups had also
fought earlier. One of the gro-
ups was celebrating the birth-

day of a friend and had orga-
nised a cricket match for him. 

Three youngsters from
both the groups were arres-
ted and cases of attempt to
murder and attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide was re-
gistered against them.

The incident happened
around 5.30pm when Narend-
ra, Sandeep, Gokul and Nik-

hil were playing cricket in Ja-
mali Kamali park in Mehrau-
li. Sandeep’s family members
told cops that a few locals
from the area came and asked
them to leave the space becau-
se they wanted to play. An ar-
gument broke out between
the two groups during which
the four youths were attacked
with knives and blades. TNN

Fight over park space injures 5

Noida:Only eight projects were registe-
red on the UP Rera website on Wednes-
day, the day it was launched, but some
15,000 homebuyers did not waste any ti-
me and made good use of the complaints
section on the site to vent their frustra-
tion. The rush was such that by the end
of the day the UP government introdu-
ced a Rs 1,000 fee to lodge complaints.

“Aggrieved buyers have been lod-
ging their complaints since morning.

They are complaining not only about
individual projects but also about the
way ‘ongoing projects’ have been defi-
ned under UP Rera,” said Abhishek
Kumar, the president of Noida Exten-
sion Flat Owners Welfare Associa-
tion. Noida Extension has a slew of
under-construction projects. 

Officials of Confederation of Real
Estate Developers Association (CRE-
DAI) claimed the site slowed down
with thousands of homebuyers regis-
tering their complaints. “The compla-

ints actually slowed down builder re-
gistrations. However, things are going
to become more transparent from now
on with complaints being out there for
all to see,” said Amit Modi, vice-presi-
dent, Credai (western UP).

The Rera website (www.up-rera.in)
has provisions for registration of pro-
moters, builders, projects and agents. In
Gautam Budh Nagar, including Noida
and Greater Noida, there are over 80
ongoing projects by 58 builders. Thou-
sands of agents operate in both cities.

A total of eight projects were regis-
tered from three cities on the day of
the UP Rera launch. Four projects
from Noida and Greater Noida, three
projects from Lucknow and one pro-
ject from Varanasi were registered.

On day one, Supertech registered
two projects, Sports Village Phase-I
and Phase II in Greater Noida. ATS re-
gistered its ongoing project Dolce in
Greater Noida. The fourth project re-
gistered is in the name of AR Land
Craft in Greater Noida.

15,000 complaints flood UP Rera site on Day 1
Sharmila.Bhowmick@timesgroup.com
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Unholy dip: How toxic chambers kill
Sub-human cleaning cheaper option; current law does not make administration culpable for deaths

Neha Lalchandani 
& Paras Singh | TNN

New Delhi: Manual scaveng-
ing was banned in India in 
1993. And yet, since 1994, over 
78 people have lost their lives 
in Delhi alone while cleaning 
sewers and septic tanks. New 
laws have come up, and even 
the Supreme Court has inter-
vened on occasion. Yet Indians 
continue to die undignifi ed 
deaths every year. 

The manual removal of  
excreta and other wastes from 
latrines, sewers, septic tanks 
and drains is not allowed by 
law, except in emergencies. 
Even then, the law requires 
provision of  proper safety 
measures, medical treatment 
for workers and health insur-
ance. Yet even as late as last 
week, four people descended 
into what was once a rainwa-
ter harvesting tank in Ghi-
torni without safety gear and 
succumbed to noxious gases. 

The practice was banned in 
2013 under the Prohibition of  
Employment as Manual Scav-
engers and Their Rehabilita-
tion Act. But three years later 
a report prepared by the Delhi 
State Legal Services Authority 
for the Delhi high court identi-
fi ed 233 manual scavengers in 
the capital, of  whom 104 were 
government employees. This 
fi gure, say experts, is mislead-
ing since there is no way of  
determining the exact number 
of  people working “privately” 
in manual scavenging.

The three municipal corpo-
rations have 2,382 nala beldars, 
or drain cleaners, on their 
rolls. Offi cially, these employ-
ees are meant to keep small 
drains free of  silt, but there 
is nothing that says they can-
not be made to clear deeper 
sewers. Delhi Jal Board too 
has full-time sewer cleaners. 
Besides, civic agencies often 
outsource the dehumanising 
work to contractors, who fi nd 
itinerant labour for such as-
signments. This allows the 
agencies to escape culpability 
in the event of  accidents. 

A UN report, ‘Breaking 
free: rehabilitating former 
manual scavengers’, points 
out that in the 2011 census 
of  India, “There are 13,14,652 
toilets where human excreta 

is fl ushed into open drains, 
7,94,390 dry latrines where 
the human excreta is cleaned 
manually. 73% of  these are 
in rural areas and 27% in ur-
ban areas.” 

Bezwada Wilson, awarded 
the 2016 Magsaysay Award 
for his striving to get justice 
for manual scavengers, said 
that though the practice was 
fi rst banned in India in 1993, 
another law had to be enacted 
2013. “Even this has made lit-
tle difference to the situation 
on the ground,” said Wilson. 
“The Act says that no human 
should be allowed into drains 
or septic tanks unless it is an 
emergency. Even then, they 
are to be provided with cer-
tain items for their safety, 
including gloves and gum-
boots. However, these rules 
are not followed.” 

Instead, contractors often 
make the workers imbibe 
cheap alcohol. Harnam Singh, 
former chairperson of  Delhi 
Safai Karamchari Aayog, 
said that alcohol might inure 
the workers, but “this is their 
undoing more often than not 
because workers are too in-
ebriated to think quickly if  
they fi nd themselves in a dan-
gerous situation”. Singh added 
that workers don’t have access 
to medical insurance though 
they are susceptible to infec-
tions and diseases due to the 
nature of  their job. 

Wilson’s NGO, Safai Kara-
mchari Andolan, has been 
documenting cases of  manual 
scavenging for several years. 
Wilson rues that the outrage 
over sewer deaths lasts just 
a few days. In the 74 deaths 
documented by the NGO till 
June 2017, families of  victims 
received the Supreme Court-
mandated compensation of  Rs 
10 lakh in only one instance. 

“A large number of  sewer 
deaths occur in bunches — 
three or four victims collapse 
while cleaning the drains,” 
pointed out Wilson. “On a few 
occasions, some of  those who 
died had entered the sewage 
pit to save a colleague.” Wilson 
also pointed out the social as-
pect of  the deaths: “All the de-
ceased belonged to the Valmiki 
community. Unless we take the 
issue of  inequality seriously, 
these ‘murders’ will not stop.” 

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: When Rajesh-
war lost his life in 2013 while 
cleaning a sewer at the Indi-
ra Gandhi National Centre 
for the Arts, the government 
gave his family a compensa-
tion of  Rs 2 lakh. Shortly af-
ter his death, his widow Lax-
mi and her then 10-year-old 
son Arjun left their home in 
east Delhi’s Trilokpuri and 
moved in with her recently 
married daughter in Badar-
pur. Three months ago, the 
daughter asked her if  she 
could live elsewhere. The 
beleaguered woman now 
rents a small room and sells 
momos on a footpath. On 
Wednesday, caught up in get-
ting the Aadhaar card made 
for Arjun for his school ad-
mission, she could not buy 
her daily requirements and 
so forewent the Rs 150-200 
that she earns in a day.

Laxmi also used to clean 
drains, but after her hus-
band’s death, she could 
not muster the courage to 
continue. But while her life 
was turned upside down, at 
least she got some compen-
sation. Unlike Savitri in Je-
hangirpuri. She has been in 
litigating for compensation 
for several years. She lost 
her husband Vinod Sarma 
in similar fashion. Sarma 
was not even a cleaner, only 
a plumber. But the supervis-
ing PWD junior engineer 
compelled Sarma and an-
other plumber to go into a 
sewer that had been closed 
for years. “The contractor 

paid me Rs 2,000 a month 
until my brother-in-law fi led 
a case against him for negli-
gence,” said Savitri. 

The widowed mother of  
three is in dire straits. She 
earns a bit through sewing 
and a bit more at Raksha 

Bandhan time. Not this year, 
though.  “I would ordinar-
ily be making rakhis at this 
time, but I have no raw ma-
terial,” said the despondent 
Savitri. “My contractor told 
me he is not getting supplies 
due to GST complications.” 

A member of  Safai Kara-
mchari Andolan, an NGO 
advocating rehabilitation 
and rights of  manual scav-
engers, admitted not only 
that the fi ght for compensa-
tion is a tedious affair but 
that the government actu-
ally does not care much. 
“Many of  the women are 
never informed that they 
are entitled to widow pen-
sion. We have personally 
intervened to get them jobs 
or pensions because the 
government would happily 
forget their very existence,” 
said the NGO member.

Bijilesh Sharma, the 

only survivor from the ac-
cident in which Sarma lost 
his life, now works as a car-
penter in a hospital near 
Savitri’s house. He says that 
none of  those made to go 
into the sewer that day was 
competent for the job. None 
was given protective gear 
either. “It was a hot day and 
we were knocked out by the 
blast of  gas that hit us when 
we entered,” remembered 
Sharma. “I got stuck in the 
opening so I lived. The fi re 
tender that came to rescue 
us was not equipped for 
this sort of  emergency and 
the process got delayed. Be-
cause I survived, I received 
no compensation,” he said. 

Like Sarma, plumber 
Ramphal too lost his life in 
2011 after allegedly being co-
erced into going down into a 
septic tank. He was electro-
cuted and died. 

Hirawan Lal Kalakar’s 
right eye is white with cata-
ract but it is diffi cult to miss 
the pain in them when he 
talks about his son. “Ram-
phal was hired from the 
labour chowk near Greater 
Kailash by a contractor’s 
son. Three hours later, I re-
ceived a call saying my son 
had fainted. It was much 
later that we were told he 
had been electrocuted. The 
case for compensation is 
still going on,” the old man 
says.  He lives alone after 
his wife died in 2015 and his 
daughter-in-law left for her 
father’s house with two chil-
dren, leaving the third child 
in the custody of  Ramphal’s 
brother in Varanasi.

Paras.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Passers-by 
clamp their noses and look 
the other way on seeing the 
fi lth and human excrement 
at the busy Hiran Kudna 
Mor on Rohtak Road in west 
Delhi. “Why can’t they take 
this straight to the landfi ll?” 
one of  them wonders aloud. 
Immune to such contemptu-
ous utterances, six men work 
furiously with metal buckets 
to clear the ammonical muck 
choking the drain — dehu-
manising work that the law 
leaves to mechanised options, 
not men and women.  

  Moti Chand Kushwaha 
has left his clothes neatly 
folded besides the drain and 
descended into the putrid 
mass. Standing with just his 
mouth above the fi lth, he 
scoops up the vile material 
in his bucket and passes it 
on. “There is poisonous gas 
there. I saw bubbles breaking 
on the surface of  the muck,” 
he points at the black interior 
of  the drain below the road. 
“When you near it, the eyes 
start smarting.” 

Kushwaha and the fi ve 
others working with him 
in the human chain are not 
wearing protective gloves, 
masks or boots nor do they 
have equipment to deal with 
toxic vapours. “We get paid 
Rs 300-350 a day. How do you 
expect us to get gear of  that 
sort?” he chuckles.  The fi lth 

these men are pulling out 
include trash, garbage, sani-
tary napkins, broken bot-
tles — and human excreta. 
It is easy to contract diseases 
from the vile, viscous liquid. 
And if  you cut your feet on 
broken glass or sharp stones, 
infection is a certainty. 

“We can’t survive without 
medicine,” says a deadpan 
Gulshan, called Kale by eve-
ryone around. Under the law, 
these workers should be pro-
vided with safety gear like 
rubber boots, protective face 
masks, safety harness and 
oxygen tanks, but the con-
tractors they work for have 

cleverly formulated a system 
of  multiple sub-contracts that 
leaves them all unaccount-
able for any disasters. So the 
cleaners are armed with just 
a bucket and a rope, and they 
rely on a burning matchstick 
to judge the presence of  poi-
sonous gas, and, of  course, the 
‘pauwa’ of  alcohol.

“It is murder,” says Be-
zwada Wilson, campaigner 
for eradication of  manual 
scavenging. “The offi cers 
should be charged with mur-
ders every time manual scav-
engers die. Only then may 
things change.” 

Deepak Yedia, just 19, 
says that he didn’t opt for 
this work. “But it is the most 
easily available option for 
us Valmikis,” he says. “Nor-

mal labour jobs are hard to 
fi nd.” His co-worker Dilawar 
adds, “Though the govern-
ment claims there are many 
schemes and loans for SCs, 
even getting a caste certifi -
cate is an uphill task. Most 
of  us live hand to mouth, 
and each day we don’t work 
means not being able to feed 
our families.”

Dilawar is happy his son 
has escaped the degrading ex-
istence.  “He cleaned drains 
for 4-5 years, but thankfully 
has started a chicken meat 
stand with the help of  an 
NGO,” the man said, adding 
that it is not easy to walk 
away. “Despite collapsing a 
few times while engaged in 
assignments of  this sort, my 
brother-in-law continues do-
ing it,” sighs Dilawar. 

The health risks are enor-
mous. “Many of  my cowork-
ers over 15 years eventually 
developed TB and most died 
before reaching the age of  
60,” adds Dilawar. The laws 
mandate the use of  machin-
ery to remove sludge and 
fi lth from sewers, drains and 
tanks, but the civic agencies 
fi nd manual labour through 
the contract system a cheap-
er alternative. So, even as 
passers-by wrinkle up their 
noses in disgust, the men 
venture deeper and deeper 
into the sinister under-
ground sections of  roads to 
scrape out bucketfuls of  fi lth, 
putting their lives at great 
risk. All for Rs 300.

They die, their families barely live On a diet of medicine, 
alcohol to earn 300

No safety gear and no one takes blame
Neha.Lalchandani@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: His name is Gulshan, 
Hindi for garden, but neck-deep in 
the sludge at Mundka on Thursday, 
he is better off  with his nickname 
of  Kale, or black. “I have looked for 
other jobs, but this is the easiest for 
people from my community of  Val-
mikis,” says the youth. Kale, clad 
in just his briefs, is visibly drunk. 
Alcohol is the only way that he and 
his friends can deaden their senses 
enough carry out the assignment 
given to them by the contractor.

Kale is not even supposed to be 
doing what he is doing. The man-
ual clearance of  human excreta 
and waste was banned in 2013. Yet 
even now, the three municipal cor-
porations in Delhi have 2,382 nala 
beldars, or drain cleaners, on their 
rolls.  Delhi Jal Board does too, 
though it claims it has not asked its 
beldars to enter sewers and tanks 
since 2014. “All drain cleaning work 

is mechanised and only in case of  
emergencies do we send someone 
into drains as allowed by law,” said 
a senior DJB offi cial.  

DJB asserts it provides protec-
tive gear to workers if  they have 
to enter sewers and drains, but the 
municipal corporations admit they 
have no such equipment for their 
sanitation staff. Neema Bhagat, 
mayor of  the East Delhi Municipal, 
which employees 1,063 nala beldars, 
the highest among the three corpo-
rations, told TOI that the problem 
in providing protective gear is a 
problem of  fi nance, not lack of  will. 
“Without money, we can’t think of  
purchasing safety gear for sanita-
tion workers,” she said. 

However, Bezwada Wilson, con-
venor of  Safai Karamchari An-
dolan, isn’t happy about the agen-
cies claiming they provide safety 
gear to manual scavengers. The law 
lists certain items for a sewer clean-
er to use in emergencies.  “Techni-

cally, agencies meet these norms, 
but they provide things that work-
ers can never use. For instance, 
they give low, uncomfortable boots 
or gloves that don’t fi t,” said Wilson.

Rajendra Mewati, who heads the 
Dilli Pradesh Safai Karamchari Un-
ion, concurred with Wilson. “I have 
never seen a nala beldar in Delhi 
working in full protective gear,” 

averred Mewati. “It is a shame that 
in the 21st century, with the technol-
ogy that is available, we still force 
naked workers to wade into fi lth.”  

Wilson said that a major failing 
of  the current law is that it does not 
hold the administration responsi-
ble for deaths. “When a government 
body assigns the work, it had better 
know who is doing this work. Very 
often, the agency washes its hands 
of  the assignment, while the con-
tractor disappears. The judiciary 
has to be more proactive and hold 
the administration responsible for 
deaths,” said Wilson.

Sanjay Gahlot of  Swatantra 
Mazdoor Vikas Sanyukt Morcha, 
a sanitation workers’ association, 
claimed the work was so risky that 
just 2-3% of  nala beldars reached re-
tirement age. “If  an accident doesn’t 
kill them, their working conditions 
ensure sickness and early death,” 
he said. “What are the Swachh 
Bharat funds being spent on?”

HAND TO MOUTH: Rajeshwar’s widow, Laxmi, and son Arjun

NO RECOMPENSE: The families 
of Ramphal and Vinod Sarma 
received no financial assistance

1980-81  Union home 
ministry takes up centrally 
sponsored scheme to liberate 
scavengers by converting 
existing dry latrines into 
low-cost fl ush latrines 
and providing alternative 
employment to the scavengers

1989 Task force constituted 
by Planning Commission to 
look at scheme for liberation 
and rehabilitation of manual 
scavengers.

1992 National Scheme for 
Liberation and Rehabilitation 
of Scavengers and their 
Dependents (NSLRS) started to 
prove alternative employment 
to liberated scavengers and 
their dependents. 

1993 Parliament enacts 
Employment of Manual 
Scavengers and Construction 
of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) 
Act, 1993

2007 Self Employment 
Scheme for Rehabilitation 
of Manual Scavengers, a 
successor scheme to NSLRS, 
introduced in January 

Dec 6, 2013 Prohibition 
of Employment as Manual 
Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013 
comes into effect. It aims at 
eliminating insanitary latrines 
and prohibits employment as 
manual scavengers, manual 
cleaning of hazardous sewers 
and septic tanks and directs 
survey of manual scavengers 
and their rehabilitation in a 
time-bound manner

MORE ACT
THAN ACTION

Contractors make 
the workers take 
alcohol to deaden 
their senses. But this 

can be their undoing since 
they are too inebriated to 
react quickly if they fi nd 
themselves in danger.  

Harnam Singh,  former chairman, 
Safai Karamchari Aayog

WHAT IS 

MANUAL 
SCAVENGING?
Manual scavenging is an umbrella 
term for cleaning of waste and 
excreta, ranging from dry latrines 
to septic tanks, drains and sewers, 
by humans. The work is carried out 
almost entirely by the low-caste 

Valmikis (Defi ned by 
Bezwada Wilson, 
national convenor, 
Safai Karamchari 

Andolan)

DISTRICTWISE
SEWER 
DEATHS
IN DELHI SINCE 1994

HOW THEY DIE
IN SEWERS/SEPTIC TANKS

Northwest

37

Southwest

11

East

9

South

4

New Delhi

5

Asphyxiation 
by inhaling 
sewer gas

Exposure to 
toxic matter 

Electrocution

Injuries due to falling

WHAT IS 
SEWER GAS?
Complex mixture of toxic and non-toxic gases 
produced in sewage systems due to the 
decomposition of organic household or 
industrial wastes. Components include hydrogen 
sulfi de, ammonia, methane, esters, carbon 
monoxide, sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides

The law does not permit the 
entry of humans into drains and 
tanks to clear them of waste, 
except in an emergency. In the 
latter case, the law says the 
employer has to provide 
protective gear. Among the 44 
items listed, the following could 
help save lives: 

Air compressor for blower

Breathing apparatus

Oxygen resuscitator kit

First aid box

Gas monitor

Head lamps

Boots and gloves

Safety body clothing

Safety body harness

EQUIPMENT FOR 
EMERGENCY USE

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay, Tarun Rawat

ON THE SPOT
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New Delhi: A four-year-old
girl was sexually assaulted
by the driver of her school
van in southwest Delhi’s Ba-
ba Haridas Nagar on Tues-
day afternoon. The accused,
Pawan Kumar (25), has been
arrested.

According to the compla-
int filed by the girl’s family, re-
sidents of the area had hired a
private van to ferry their
children from school. On Tu-
esday afternoon, the girl was
the last one to be dropped. Af-
ter dropping all other child-
ren, the accused parked the
vehicle in a secluded area and
raped the minor inside the
van. After the assault, Kumar
dropped her one kilometre
away from her house and fled.

The child, a nursery stu-
dent, started crying and
complained of stomach ache
and pain in her private parts
after coming home. She was

also bleeding. She was then
taken to a hospital where
doctors confirmed sexual as-
sault, police said.

She told her parents abo-
ut the driver “hurting” her,
after which a complaint was
filed by the family. The police
filed an FIR under POCSO
and also informed the Delhi
Commission for Women.

Kumar, married and fat-
her of a child, was detained
for questioning and subse-
quently arrested. Police ha-
ve also seized the van. Offi-
cers are probing if he abused
other students as well. They
are also examining Kumar’s
mobile phone to check whet-
her he filmed the girl or any
other children.

He will be produced befo-
re the magistrate on Thurs-
day. The girl’s family has be-
en assured that the case will

be tried in a fast-track court.
The girl is undergoing

treatment at DDU hospital in
west Delhi. She will be dis-
charged in a day or two and
provided counselling to
overcome the trauma.

There have been several in-
cidents of children being as-
saulted by private drivers. In
May, a school cab driver was
charged with repeated sexual
assault of a four-year-old girl
in northwest Delhi’s Model
Town. The abuse was discove-
red after the girl refused to go
to school for some days.

Police have urged the re-
sidents against hiring unve-
rified private vans to ferry
their children to school. Offi-
cers said there are guideli-
nes for transport of school-
children. The cab should ha-
ve a female attendant travel-
ling with the children apart
from a video recorder that is
mandatory for school vehi-
cles as per a court order.

4-Year-Old Admitted To W Delhi Hospital

Cabbie arrested for
raping schoolgirl

New Delhi: Seven juveni-
les lodged at a correctional
home in Alipur locked up
the warden in a bathroom
and escaped after scaling
the wall on Monday. This in-
cident comes less than a we-
ek after four girls climbed
over the boundary walls of
their shelter home.

The warden later mana-
ged to free himself and in-
formed the authorities. Ho-
wever, they only called up
the cops after six hours on
Monday night after failing
to locate the escapees. The
juveniles had been sent to
the reform home after being
detained from different pla-
ces in west and outer Delhi
on charges of loot and theft.

The warden, Satvir (38),
told the cops that he had go-
ne to serve food to the seven
juveniles who were lodged
in the same room. He stayed
there while the boys had
their meal. After half an
hour, they asked him to ta-

ke them to the washroom
for cleaning the utensils.

Satvir didn’t allow all of
them to go together and as-
ked four boys to wait inside
the room. When the other
three were inside the wash-
room, they threw a plate at
the warden’s head and beat
him up. They were soon joi-
ned by the remaining four
who also thrashed him. One
of them then brought a bed
sheet from their room and ti-
ed Satvir up.

The juveniles took the ke-
ys from the warden’s pocket,
went outside and climbed
over the 10-foot boundary
wall. Cops are questioning
vendors in the area and scan-
ning footage of CCTV came-
ras installed in the neighbo-
urhood to get clues. “A search
was conducted in the areas
adjoining the correctional
home. The local police sta-
tions have been informed
about the escape. It appears
the boys had been planning
the escape for the past one
week,” said a senior officer.

Juveniles lock up
warden, escape

from reform home
New Delhi: Lieutenant governor Anil Baijal has approved
implementation of 7th Pay Commission recommendations in
Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC), which is set to benefit
30,000 employees of the corporation.

“Approved the proposal for implementing 7th Central Pay
Commission in DTC. Urge DTC employees to make bus trans-
port in Delhi the best,” Baijal tweeted on Wednesday.

The move is expected to benefit DTC employees across cate-
gories and amounts to an average hike of about 25%. The fact
that DTC was not making profits was one of the reasons delay-
ing the implementation of the recommendations. Another ro-
adblock was the rules governing the corporation. Though DTC
is under the purview of the Delhi government, it is governed by
central government rules. TNN

30,000 DTC staff get pay hike
under 7th panel after LG nod

New Delhi: A ‘strange’ liquid
substance which had leaked
out from a consignment arri-
ving from Brussels by a Jet
Airways flight created panic
at IGI airport on Tuesday,
with security agencies called
in by CISF. 

The substance — declared
non-hazardous at first — was
later found to be paint, offici-
als said. At around 6am on Tu-
esday, a liquid substance was
detected by the ground staff,
which had reportedly leaked
from a consignment that had
arrived from Brussels.

The security teams were
alerted immediately, with the
Bomb Detection and Disposal
Squad, the Aircraft Rescue and
Fire Fighting team and the Qu-
ick Reaction Team all rushing
to the spot. The substance 
was declared non-hazardous
after a drill. “After checking,
the substance was found to be
paint and was segregated from
the location. It had leaked out
while the consignment —
which was bound for Chennai
—was being transported,” said
a CISF official.

Paint leaks
from cargo,
panic at IGI

New Delhi: In a first, a court
on Wednesday sentenced the
principal and director of a ci-
ty-based school to two-
months’ imprisonment, besi-
des asking them to pay Rs 2.5
lakh each as compensation,
for cruelty and causing men-
tal trauma to a minor student
by stopping her from ente-
ring the classroom.

The sentencing, however,
was suspended by additional
chief metropolitan magistrate
Ankur Jain for four weeks in
case the accused wanted to ap-
peal against the order. The co-
urt had earlier held that the act
of not allowing the class III stu-
dent to sit in the classroom
amounted to “wilful neglect”. 

Lawyer of the girl’s father
Chandra Suman told TOI,
“The court has sent director
Kavita Chandra and princi-
pal Romi Chawla of the
Dwarka-based OPG World

School to two-month impri-
sonment.” The lawyer said
that a plea by the accused see-
king release on probation
was also dismissed.

“The act of not allowing
the child to sit in the classroom
amounts to willful neglect

which caused unnecessary
mental suffering to her, and
the trauma that a child under-
goes is immense — once the
child goes to school and is not
allowed to sit in the classro-
om,” the court had observed
during conviction.

In his complaint, father of
the student Dr N Raghuram al-
leged that his daughter was

“ill-treated” and confined by
the school management thro-
ughout school hours on April
24, 2012, in order to pressurise
her guardians to withdraw her
from the school.

The school authorities, on
the other hand, said that the
student was given a transfer
certificate on April 23, on the
request of her parents. Howe-
ver, instead of collecting the
TC the girl was sent to school
the next day. The child was ap-
parently “not feeling comfort-
able” after coming to school
and since she was an asthma
patient she was sent to infir-
mary, the authorities said.

Speaking to TOI, Raghu-
ram said, “It is an excellent
judgment. The sentencing
sets a legal precedence on
mental harassment. Our ef-
fort was to create a deterrent
towards such activities by
school management. A clear
signal has been given that no
nonsense will be tolerated.” 

Trauma to student: School
principal, director jailed

The sentencing was 
suspended for four
weeks in case the 
accused wanted to 
appeal against the order

UNSAFE IN CITY
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New Delhi: Chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal had a bad day in
Delhi high court on Wednesday
when one bench gave him a war-
ning, while another slapped a cost
of Rs 10,000 on him in connection
with defamation suits filed by
Union minister Arun Jaitley.

In the morning, Justice Man-
mohan cautioned the CM to refra-
in from putting any “scandalous”
queries during Jaitley’s cross ex-
amination. HC observed that the
remarks made by senior advocate
Ram Jethmalani, who had earlier
appeared for the CM, were “inde-
cent, scandalous and abusive”
and demanded an undertaking
from Kejriwal’s new lawyer, Ano-
op George Chaudhari, who will
now cross-examine Jaitley on Au-
gust 28. “I have never seen such
scandalous words being used in
any suit and it is uncalled for. This
is not the way to conduct the 
cross examination,” the court sa-
id, asking the AAP functionaries,
“Are you aware that these words
are unparliamentary?”

HC asked Chaudhari to main-
tain decorum. “No person can be
subjected to such indecent, offen-
sive, scandalous, abusive langua-

ge in the garb of cross-examina-
tion,” the judge warned.

The court added that free ex-
pression should not be confused
with the licence to make “unfoun-
ded, unwarranted and irrespon-
sible aspersions” again cautio-
ning Kejriwal that if there was
even an “iota” of scandalous ques-
tions in future cross-examination,
it would transfer the case from the
joint registrar to a judge’s bench.

Chaudhari clarified to the co-
urt that his client never instructed
Jethmalani to use any scandalous
or abusive words against Jaitley,
but HC was not impressed. “You
(Kejriwal) are disowning him
(Jethmalani), but your counsel ma-
de the remarks,” it said. “We have
to deal with the public. If we cannot
control constitutional authorities

like you, the public will come and
say you allow them to make such
statements. We have to curb it with
aheavy hand,” the court added.

It, however, refrained from
passing any order against Kejri-
wal after noting his earlier sub-
mission that he had not instruc-
ted Jethmalani to use any objec-
tionable remark against Jaitley.

Meanwhile, in a related matter
in the second half, HC imposed a
cost of Rs 10,000 on Kejriwal after
he failed to file his response to the
second defamation suit filed by Ja-
itley over use of an objectionable
word by Jethmalani.

Joint Registrar Pankaj Gupta
directed the CM to deposit the cost
after he failed to respond to the co-
urt’s May 23 direction asking for
his reply on why defamation pro-
ceedings should not be initiated
against him. Kejriwal’s counsel
Rishikesh Kumar sought more ti-
me to file the response, which was
opposed by advocate Manik Dogra
representing the Union minister.

Jaitley filed civil and crimi-
nal defamation suits in 2015 follo-
wing statements by AAP leaders
accusing him of corruption as
the president of the Delhi and
District Cricket Association, a
post he had held from 2000 to 2013.

Bench Tells Him Not Put Any ‘Scandalous’ Queries

Kejriwal warned, fined
`̀10k in Jaitley’s suits

HC has sought an undertaking from
Kejriwal’s new lawyer

New Delhi: A section of the tomato traders at
Azadpur Mandi is persisting with its decision
to go on a strike from Monday even as the go-
vernment announced that there would be fresh
allotment of tomato sheds.

The city is facing an acute shortage of the
vegetable, resulting in retail prices crossing Rs
100 per kg. Traders have warned of a further in-
crease in price if their protests continue.

Two sections of growers, each accusing the
other of having occupied the sheds illegally, have
been sitting on dharnas at the wholesale market
for a week. The Agricultural Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) had issued a notice to one sec-
tion on July 20, saying “it has come to our notice
that the following firms have illegally put up their
boards at some tomato sheds even as they have no
permission from APMC Azadpur, nor has there
been any change made by the Tomato Traders As-
sociation”. The notice gives them three days after
its receipt to remove their boards.

“If APMC has issued them notices for ille-
gal occupation, why is the government bent
upon reallocation of sheds. We stand by our de-
cision to go on a strike from Monday because we
believe that vested interests have prevailed
upon the government to take this decision,” sa-
id Metharam Kriplani, a trader.

The notice issued by the government, after
meetings with both sets of traders on Tuesday,
says that fresh allotments of tomato sheds will
be made on the basis of the market fee received
from individual commission agents in the past
three financial years — 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-
17. “This will be done on the pattern of allot-
ment made for potato and onion trade,” said a
senior government official.

Tomato traders
stick to strike plan
despite govt word

New Delhi: The proposed air-
port at Greater Noida will ha-
ve direct Metro connectivity
with the capital. 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has told the aviation mi-
nistry it will extend the cur-
rent Greater Noida Metro line
to the airport site at Jewar, sa-
id aviation secretary R N Cho-
ubey. “This was conveyed to us
during a recent meeting. The
Metro line is currently clea-
red till Pari Chowk in Greater
Noida and will be extended
from there,” he added. 

Executive director of the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) Anuj Dayal said: “The
proposed link of about 23km is
from Pari Chowk to Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Deve-
lopment Area’s (YEIDA) Sector
20. The corporation had prepa-
red the alignment, station loca-
tion and traffic study and sub-
mitted it to the UP government
last year.”

The next stage will involve
UP asking DMRC to prepare a
detailed project report, work
out cost of various options
like under, over ground or at
road level and then sanction
the cost estimates. Elevated
Metro track costs about Rs 200
crore per km.

Jewar airport
will have Metro

connectivity
with Delhi

New Delhi: Your train ride
passing through Delhi is lik-
ely to be less of an ungainly
sight as people defecating
along railway tracks could so-
on be a thing of the past. The
housing and urban affairs mi-
nistry on Wednesday succee-
ded in bringing all land ow-
ning agencies in 26 such slum
clusters to agree to allow
construction of toilets by the
Delhi Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board (DUSIB).

Railways, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority and three mu-
nicipal bodies, who own land
along these rail lines, have ag-
reed to issue no objection cer-
tificate for construction of toi-
lets, a ministry source said.
The issue has been pending
for long. The decision was ta-
ken at a meeting chaired by
housing and urban affairs se-
cretary Durga Shanker Mish-
ra. This was the third such
meeting on the issue. Sources
said the secretary had taken
up the issue with railways mi-
nister and railway officials.

“Railways had concern
that construction of toilets
would impact their opera-
tions. But they also apprecia-

ted that there was a need to
build toilets since people defe-
cating in the open along rail-
way track send a bad impres-
sion about the country. Tou-
rists go back with a bad expe-
rience,” said a source. M
Venkaiah Naidu, the former
minister, had talked about it
in the earlier meetings to find
a solution to this menace.

There are 26 slum colonies
on lands belonging to railwa-
ys, DDA, MCDs and Uttar Pra-
desh government. In the first
meeting it was decided that ra-
ilways, DUSIB and MCDs will
conduct joint inspection of all
the 26 slum colonies to explore
the feasibility of building toi-
lets without impacting rail-
way operations.

“Inspection report was
discussed on Wednesday. DU-
SIB informed that in respect
of five colonies, availability of
toilets will be augmented at
the existing locations and in
respect of four colonies with
dense jhuggis in Jhakira-Cha-
ramandi area, mobile toilet
vehicles will be deployed to be-
gin with,” a ministry spoke-
sperson said. DUSIB has told
ministry that toilets would
be built in these colonies by
this October.

Toilet construction
for 26 slums gets

approval 

New Delhi: Chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednes-
day said that corruption in
Delhi government depart-
ments had reduced by around
70% after the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) came to power in
February 2015.

Speaking at an event orga-
nised by the Delhi Vidyut Bo-
ard Pensioners Association,
Kejriwal claimed that despite
“hurdles being created for the
AAP government and efforts
made to derail its work”, the go-
vernment had managed to
achieve a lot for the people of
Delhi. “We have introduced se-
veral public welfare schemes,

including free surgery at priva-
te hospitals. We will neither in-
dulge in corrupt practices nor
will we allow officers to do so. I
am not saying that corruption
has reduced by 100% in the go-
vernment but it has come down
by about 60% to 70%,” he said.

The CM said that the go-
vernment had been saving mo-
ney through different projects
and investing it in welfare sche-
mes. “Power distribution com-
panies do not deposit money in
the pension fund on time due to
which there is a delay in disbur-
sing pensions. Henceforth, this
fund will be deposited through
the Delhi Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission in the pension
trust,” he added.

Corruption in govt
depts down by 70%: CM

New Delhi: The administrative
zones of south and east corpora-
tions have been finally been noti-
fied by the urban development de-
partment of Delhi government,
almost three months after the
municipal polls. However, propo-
sals made by north corporation
in the administrative structure
have not been approved.

Important deliberative bodi-
es, like the standing committee,
can’t be constituted without the
notification of new zones.

While east and south corpo-
rations, who had proposed mi-
nor changes, will now go ahead
and constitute their committe-
es, north corporation mayor,
Preety Agarwal, and commis-
sioner Praveen Gupta met lieu-

tenant governor Anil Baijal on
Wednesday and asked him to in-
tervene in the clearance of the
file for notification of wards zo-
ne-wise.

Agarwal argued that the pro-
posal was made to balance the

area among zones for better func-
tioning and making the bounda-
ries justifiable. “Delhi govern-
ment is playing politics. The pro-
posal was rejected on flimsy gro-
unds. If the file regarding
notification of zone boundaries
is not cleared within a week, then

we will be compelled to take the
matter to court,” she said.

North corporation has been
arguing that after delimitation,
a few assembly constituencies
are now divided between two zo-
nes. “Bawana constituency’s

wards fall both in Narela and Ro-
hini zones. Similarly, Karol
Bagh constituency has wards in
Karol Bagh and Sadar Pahar-
ganj zones. This has created an
anomaly,” Agarwal said.

The mayor argued that unless
the proposed changes are appro-

ved, the distribution of wards
across zones will remain skewed.
“Narela and Rohini zones have
become unmanageable by one zo-
nal deputy commissioner and
supporting staff. It is necessary to
restructure these two zones and
form a third one for efficient go-
vernance,” said Agarwal.

The corporation had propo-
sed creation of Keshavpuram
zone. “Utmost care was taken
while making the proposal so
that no additional financial bur-
den is incurred by the corpora-
tion. A merger of City and Sadar
Paharganj zones was also sug-
gested so that surplus staff co-
uld be utilised,” the mayor said.

The three corporations are
divided into 12 administrative
zones. North corporation com-
prises six.

N corp’s zones not approved by govt

While east and south corporations will now go ahead
and constitute their committees, north corporation
mayor and commissioner met the LG on Wednesday
and asked him to intervene in the clearance of the file

TWO CASES HIGHLIGHT HOW VULNERABLE WOMEN ARE IN THE CITY 

New Delhi: In a significant judg-
ment, a court held three men guilty
of gang rape, even as the survivor
stated that she had known one of
the accused from before and even
had sex with him.

Though the defence of the accu-
sed termed the woman’s testimony
contradictory, the court observed it
could not be presumed that even on
the date of the incident of gang ra-
pe, sex was consensual, especially
because DNA of not one, but three
men was found on the survivor.

The three accused were senten-
ced to 20-year rigorous imprison-
ment and fined Rs 25,000 each. Ad-
ditional sessions judge Shail Jain
also observed that minor discre-
pancies in the survivor’s statement
that were not fatal to the case, sho-
uld not be given undue weightage.

According to the prosecution, the
woman was abducted at 11pm on May
31, 2013 when she had gone to a toilet
outside her house. The three accused
—Anwar, Anish and Sandeep — then
drove to a godown with the woman
and took turns to rape her. The wo-
man, who was 17 at the time of the in-
cident, had deposed that while An-
war had pulled her, Sandeep and
Anish were already inside the car.

After raping her, the accused
threatened that if she disclosed the
incident to anyone they would eit-
her kill her or kidnap her elder sis-
ter. She was left near her house at
5am the next day. When she rea-

ched home, she narrated her orde-
al to her mother.

Appearing for Anwar and Sande-
ep, senior counsel K K Manan stres-
sed on the “material contradictions”
in the survivor’s testimony. Accor-
ding to him, if there were two contra-
dictory views, then the one favouring
the accused ought to be accepted.

Relying on the woman’s state-
ment given during cross-examina-
tion — during which she spoke abo-
ut going with Anwar willingly —
Manan argued that the prosecu-
tion’s theory was “highly doubt-
ful” and the benefit of such a doubt
should go to the accused.

Additional public prosecutor
Subhash Chauhan, however, pointed
out that there were differences in sta-
tement with respect to minor details
during her cross-examination,
which happened almost four months
after her examination-in-chief.

The court, however, differed on
the point of abduction after it came
on record that the victim’s mother
had called on Anwar’s phone to talk
to her daughter. The court also com-
mented on the woman’s statement
about her friendship with Anwar. “It
cannot be presumed by any stretch of
imagination that the prosecutrix had
admitted to have consensual sex with
Anwar on the date of incident,” the
court said. In addition, the forensic
results showed the involvement of all
the three accused in the crime.

The court directed that the total
fine imposed on the accused be given
to the survivor as compensation.

20-year RI for 3 who
gang-raped teen

New Delhi: Upholding the ja-
il term awarded to a man for
molesting a woman, a court
observed that the rise in such
crimes have made 50% of the
city’s population feel unsafe
and insecure.

“The rise in sexual offences
against women and young
girls are increasing day-by-day
on public roads and streets in
Delhi, creating a feeling of be-
ing unsafe and insecure in the
minds of 50% of the popula-
tion,” said additional sessions
judge Lokesh Kumar Sharma.

The guilty person, in the
court’s perspective, required
to be dealt with in a “stern
manner” and did not deserve
any leniency. “Otherwise, a
wrong and negative message
will go to the society and the
people instead of deterring
themselves from indulging in
such acts will rather feel enco-
uraged to do such crimes
(sic),” the court added.

Sunil Kumar was held gu-
ilty by a magistrate court un-
der Sections 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modes-
ty) and 509 (word, gesture or
act intended to insult the mo-
desty of a woman) of the IPC.
He was accordingly senten-

ced to one-year imprison-
ment. 

Kumar appealed against
the punishment on the gro-
und that the alleged incident
took place in a crowded place,
contrary to what the victim
had stated. The accused also
pointed out that it was “acci-
dental push” as there were
children playing on the street.

The woman, on the other

hand, stated that the scene of
crime was a lonely spot where
no one was present when the
incident took place.

Defence counsel R P Kasa-
na sought leniency for his cli-
ent, submitting that Kumar
had lost his father and was the
breadwinner in the family
and looks after his mother. 

However, the court held: “I
do not find any ambiguity, ille-
gality or infirmity in the sen-
tence awarded to the appellant-
...being half of the maximum
prescribed sentence.”

Court jails molester,
says 50% of Delhi

women feel unsafe

New Delhi: The president of
JNU Student’s Union (JNUSU),
Mohit Pandey, is no longer a stu-
dent of the university as he has
failed to pay the fine imposed on
him by July 26, the last day of
submission.

Pandey, a media studies PhD
student, was not allowed to regis-
ter himself for the monsoon se-
mester. He said the fine levied on
him was an attempt by the admi-
nistration to “throw protesting
students out of JNU.” He added
that as he has not been allowed to
register for the next session, his
work of the past three and a half
years has gone to waste.

Several other students faced
the prospect of losing out on the-
ir studentship status, but they

were directed by Delhi high co-
urt on Wednesday to pay the fine
in the next three days and wait
for the results of the inquiry.

The JNUSU president alleged
that the administration is trying
to crush dissent in the campus.
“The recent remarks of “captu-
ring JNU” and “fighting war on
JNU” were in the same context as
the VC is trying to disallow any

kind of resistance,” Pandey said.
He claimed that putting a fine on
students, setting up inquiries aga-
inst them and stopping their aca-
demic work is the “only method
through which the VC can stop op-
position.” Pandey said he will not
pay to protest the “ransom tactics
of the administration.”

“Currently, I am facing six
inquiries and two false FIRs.

The inquiries range from pas-
ting posters to raising a ques-
tion over the appointment of the
VC. In one case, I was punished
even before the inquiry could
start,” he added.

The student said that no set
procedures and standards of in-
quiries are followed by the ad-
ministration. “It has become
difficult for us to get free and fair
judgment through an unbiased
inquiry. The administration is
not conversing with the stu-
dents. A few days ago, I tried to
meet the VC but he refused,”
Pandey said.

The administration had levi-
ed fine on over 20 students, parti-
cularly for the October 19 protest
at the administration block for
the “unlawful confinement” of
the VC.

JNUSU chief can’t register for course

The guilty person, in the
court’s perspective, 
required to be dealt 
with in a ‘stern manner’
and did not deserve 
any leniency

Mohit Pandey, a media
studies PhD student, 
said the fine levied on 
him was an attempt by
the administration to 
‘throw protesting 
students out of JNU’
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New Delhi: Though beset
with contradictions and led
by a chief minister who
chafed at the constraints im-
posed on him by coalition
compulsions, the grand alli-
ance in Bihar would not have
unravelled so soon had it not
been for Nitish Kumar’s sus-
picions of betrayal.

Sources in JD(U) said that
though Nitish was not happy
with the conduct of ministers
nominated by RJD who would
take orders from Lalu Prasad,
it was the “reliable report” of
the latter offering a deal to
BJP which turned out to be
the tipping point for him.

JD(U) sources alleged that
Lalu’s emissaries had ap-
proached two Union ministers

offering to pull the rug from
under Nitish’s feet in lieu of
the Centre’s help with legal
troubles facing their boss.

Convicted for his complic-
ity in a corruption case and,
as a result, barred from con-
testing elections, Lalu had
won a big battle when Jhark-
hand high court endorsed his
argument that having al-
ready been convicted in the
fodder scam case, he could
not be tried separately for
cases which were part of the
larger conspiracy to embez-
zle money meant to buy ani-
mal feed for government-run
dairy and poultry forms.

The CBI had challenged
the verdict in the Supreme
Court and, according to JD
(U), RJD wanted the Centre to
go easy during the hearing.

The two Union ministers
shared details of the purport-
ed offer with the leadership
and within no time, news of
the conspiracy reached Nitish.

The CM ran his own check
and found the “tip-off ” to be
credible — a determination
which, JD(U) sources said,
deepened the divergence.

On May 8, the SC struck
down the Jharkhand HC or-
der and ruled that Lalu would
have to face trial in each of
the cases registered against
him in connection with the
fodder scam. The top court, in
fact, passed severe strictures
against the HC judge who
gave the verdict .

CM Joined Hands With BJP
After Being Told Of Lalu’s

Offer To NDA To Topple Govt

Friends, Season 2: Why Nitish changed mind

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Nitish Kumar’s
snapping of ties with RJD-
Congress marks a mortal
blow to attempts to craft a
grand ‘secular alliance’ to
take on BJP in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, a develop-
ment that is set to send the
anti-saffron camp back to the
drawing board but with few-
er options at hand.

Nitish’s drastic action
means the departure of a lead-
er who had credibility in pop-
ular estimates besides being a
satrap whose victory as an
OBC mascot, with the support
of Lalu Prasad, inflicted a
rare defeat on Narendra Modi.
It is set to leave a gaping hole
in any alliance that comes up
in future without him.

Where it will hurt the
‘secular’ camp is that it will
reconfigure the chess board
in Bihar, which has 40 Lok
Sabha seats. Faced with a
rampaging BJP, Congress
strategists had thought cre-
ating a ‘mahagathbandhan’

in 80-seat Uttar Pradesh and
40-seat Bihar would limit the
BJP’s gains and put the ‘secu-
lar’ bloc back in contention
in national sweepstakes, evi-
dent in how arch-rivals SP
and BSP have backed the idea
of joining hands after the as-
sembly defeat in Lucknow.

The idea of a grand alli-
ance took shape when RJD-
JD(U)-Congress joined
hands to defeat BJP in Bihar
polls two years ago.

The nature of divorce —
pegged on JD(U)’s demand
for resignation of Lalu’s son
Tejashwi Yadav as deputy
CM on charges of corruption
— goes beyond numbers and
threatens to crystallise the
political battle around the is-
sue of corruption. It is a
plank on which the ‘secular’
alliance may not be comfort-
able given BJP’s seeming suc-
cess in painting rivals BSP,
SP, RJD and others as tainted.

Much to the chagrin of
the ‘secular’ camp, BJP’s
Hindutva-plus strategy is
widely seen to trump the op-
position’s concerted bid to
corner the Modi government
on ‘communalism’ and ‘poor
economy with lack of jobs’.
So much so that an avowed
‘secularist’ like Nitish ap-
pears to see gains in re-em-
bracing the BJP under Modi,
after having divorced it on
the issue of BJP making Mo-
di its PM candidate in 2014.

And yet, the tussle may go
beyond numbers and issues
to centre around atmospher-
ics and political mood that
strategists believe decides
the game. Congress and al-
lies are seen to be losing the
battle of perception, a string
of big assembly defeats cou-
pled with exodus of allies.
Gujarat seems a case in point
where Shankarsinh Vaghe-
la’s departure could upend
what was seen as Congress’s
best chance in Modi’s home
state. Party leaders said the
gloom about the future was
leading to disarray.

Not only an ally, Lalu & Cong may
have lost 2019 mahagathbandhan

New Delhi: There was more
than a hint of synchronisa-
tion in the events played out
in Patna and Delhi as BJP
played its cards astutely on
Wednesday with a scheduled
meeting of the parliamen-
tary board quickly deciding
to back Nitish Kumar as CM
and seal the deal for a coali-
tion government.

Having already offered
outside support to Nitish in
case he broke with RJD, the
BJP brass revised its public
script almost every few min-
utes as the party first an-
nounced that it would would
not like mid-terms polls in
Bihar and then a little later
announced that it would join
a coalition.

The two parties worked
over recent months to revive
their 17-year-long alliance
which ended abruptly in
June 2013 when Nitish parted
ways expressing strong oppo-
sition to Narendra Modi be-
ing considered as the NDA’s
prime ministerial candidate.

The tie-up is intended to
highlight a common agenda
against corruption as also
underscore an alliance with

a major backward caste lead-
er, a significant factor in Bi-
har and neighbouring UP.
With Modi’s own OBC cre-
dentials seen as an asset, the
pact with Nitish weakens the
argument that BJP caters to
upper caste interests.

As the high political dra-
ma unfolded soon after Nitish
sought an appointment with
Bihar governor Kesarinath
Tripathi on Wednesday eve-
ning, BJP moved to leave no

confusion about the return of
a JD(U)-BJP government in
the state. Asked about a re-
union with BJP, Nitish bol-
stered saffron spirits by say-
ing his next move would be in
the interest of the state.

Soon after Nitish’s resig-
nation, PM Narendra Modi
tweeted his approval of the
move as he linked it with the
war against corruption, one
of the major planks of the
NDA government including
measures like demonetisa-
tion and the law to crack
down on benami property. 

Modi tweeted, “I congrat-
ulate Nitish Kumar for join-
ing fight against corruption.
125 crore people of the coun-

try are with him... Rising
above political affiliations,
fight against corruption is in
the interest of Bihar and the
country.” Later, Modi’s
tweets turned out to be the of-
ficial BJP line as several of
its leaders hinted at joining
hands with Nitish, terming
it an alliance of crusaders
against corruption.

It may be a coincidence but
BJP convened its parliamen-
tary board meeting initially
about finalising candidates
for the Rajya Sabha polls.
However, there was a formal
briefing about political devel-
opments in Bihar after the par-
liamentary board meet.

Sushil Modi said BJP had
decided to support Nitish. “Ni-
tyanandji and I called on Nit-
ishji. BJP will support him,
will support the government
under him, We will inform the
governor also,” Sushil Modi
said after a brief meeting with
party legislators in Patna. Re-
ports of Lalu Prasad’s confi-
dantes meeting BJP leaders to
plot against Nitish only served
to quicken events. Sources
said Lalu’s aides urged lenien-
cy in a probe against the 
RJD boss and offered to 
unsettle the Nitish govern-
ment in return.

Synchronised events show
months of back-room work

Modi’s praise for Nitish
was seen as an indica-
tion of BJP’s game-

plan to turn the 2019 polls into
a referendum on corruption.

Nitish warmly reciproc-
ated. “I thank the honoura-
ble PM from the bottom of
my heart for his reaction fol-
lowing my decision,” he
tweeted, marking the begin-
ning of a new phase in equa-
tions between the two lead-
ers who sparred bitterly in
the lead-up to the 2014 battle
despite having a whole lot in
common — from their OBC
background and tough pos-
ture against corruption to
their reputation as good ad-
ministrators who are not de-

terred by details.
Their fight was one of the

defining themes of the 2014
polls and it escalated when
the PM led a determined BJP
bid to oust Nitish as CM in
the 2015 state polls. The latter
managed to thwart the chal-
lenge by casting the latest
round as a “Bihari versus
outsider (Bihari banam ba-
hari)” contest.

Though even a week is a
long time in politics and the
tensions between them had
begun to thaw, few would
have expected matters be-
tween the two to come a full
circle in the manner they did
on Wednesday afternoon. 

Ties between Nitish and
Lalu, which got strained over
the CM’s insistence that the

RJD boss’s son and deputy
CM Tejashwi Yadav came
clean on corruption charges
against him, snapped on
Wednesday when Lalu got
the entire RJD flock to en-

Bihar’s cause, but I will not
support a wrong cause for
the sake of stability. I had to
take a stand and I did. A per-
son like me cannot function
in circumstances like these,”
Nitish said.

“I have always functioned
in accordance with my val-
ues and when things went
against them, I have left. The
government I was leading
claimed to be committed to-
wards Bihar’s development.
But when I realised that I can-
not pursue the welfare of the
state with the same commit-
ment, I felt that rather than
asking anyone else to resign,
I should resign myself. I have
submitted my resignation to
the governor and he has ac-
cepted it,” he added.

ment Directorate have ac-
cused Tejashwi of acquiring
assets worth several crores
despite having no known
source of income.

Lalu’s rebuff turned out
to be the catalyst for dramat-
ic developments to unfold at
a dizzying pace. JD(U)
promptly backed the CM who
announced his resignation,
playing the victim card and
taking the moral high
ground. “Though I never
asked for anyone’s resigna-
tion, it would have been bet-
ter if things had been clar-
ified (by RJD). That would
have helped me. However, I
did not receive any reply or
clarification. Under this con-
dition, I had no other option
left. I have always worked for

dorse his stand that Tejash-
wi, his putative successor,
need not heed Nitish’s de-
mand for a rejoinder to each
specific charge of corrup-
tion. The CBI and Enforce-

Lalu’s rebuff turns out to be catalyst for dramatic events

Nitish Kumar with Lalu Prasad at an Iftar party in Patna in June this year

File photo

PM Narendra Modi and Nitish Kumar during 350th Prakash Utsav of
Guru Gobind Singh in Patna in January this year 

A FAMILY PROBLEM: Misha Bharti (second from left) with Rabri
Devi and brother Tej Pratap (left) and Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 

Akilesh.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Keen on boost-
ing its prospects for the 2019
election, the alliance with
Nitish Kumar will help BJP
consolidate itself in UP and
Bihar, dominating the Hindi
heartland that accounts for
120 Lok Sabha seats.

The re-alignment between
BJP and JD(U) will increase
NDA’s clout but could also
spur a reworking of relations
within the remainder of the
opposition where even bitter
foes like SP and BSP might be
tempted to joining hands to
prevent being steamrollered
by a saffron-led juggernaut.

Left with Congress as an
ally, RJD chief Lalu Prasad
may also seek smaller part-
ners like Jitan Manjhi who
had defected from JD(U) to
team up with BJP in a failed
bid to unseat Nitish in 2015.
Lalu may also try and pry
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party
leader Upendra Kushwaha
from the NDA ranks.

BJP and its allies won 31of
40 seats in 2014 and party has
been exploring ways to retain
the numbers after the setback
it suffered in November 2015
when a grand alliance of La-
lu-Nitish-Congress presented
a caste coalition that proved
too difficult to beat in the as-
sembly polls. A presence in
the new coalition and the new
caste combination could ener-
gise the BJP ranks and help
beat incumbency in 2019.

After defeat in the 2015 as-
sembly polls, BJP was con-

cerned about its chances in
the state which had played
vital role in helping the par-
ty form the government at
the Centre with a thumping
majority. Break of the grand
alliance also hurts the possi-
bility of the regional satraps
joining hands forming a
larger regional alliance to
combat the BJP under Modi.
Lalu has repeatedly talked
about “brokering” an alliance
between Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party in
Uttar Pradesh.

Such an alliance is key to
the attempts of leaders like
Lalu to cage the BJP in two
states. However, exit of Nit-
ish takes away the opportu-
nity for the anti-BJP camp. 

As BJP and RJD sources
confirm reunion of the two
parties fits into BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah’s 2019 Lok
Sabha polls plan as the party
had identified 120 Lok Sabha
constituencies where it
hadn’t done well in the past
but is optimistic of winning
in the next polls. 

BJP-JD(U) tie-up will strengthen
saffron ranks in Hindi heartland 

File photo

Ram Vilas Paswan 

...With the tie-up finally cracking over graft charges

July 2017 | Bihar Dy CM Lalu’s son Tejashwi is 
named accused by CBI in alleged land-for-hotel 
scam. Tejashwi refuses to resign

...Saw Nitish back PM Modi on three decisions...

Sept 2016 | Nitish first to back surgical strike
Nov, 2016 | Backs notebandi. Lalu calls it a ‘fraud’

June 2017 | Refuses to change his support for NDA prez 
nominee Ram Nath Kovind in favour of Meira Kumar

...Nitish & Lalu’s exactly three-year anti-BJP alliance...

July 28, 2014 | Mahagathbandhan between Lalu’s
RJD, Nitish’s JDU announced with Congress 
2015 | Bihar hands alliance massive mandate in
2015 polls, Nitish made CM
Jan to Sept 2016 | Signs of trouble grow: RJD says 
state’s slipping law & order Nitish’s fault 

May 2009 | Nitish began to distance himself from Modi 
post-2002 Gujarat riots. At an NDA rally in May 2009 in 
Ludhiana Modi holds Nitish’s hand aloft much to the 
discomfiture of the Bihar neta

June 2010 | Nitish cancels dinner he was to host for BJP 
netas, including Modi, over posters in Patna featuring his 
hand-in-hand moment with Modi

June 2013 | JD(U) leader breaks with BJP demanding 
assurance that Modi will not be PM nominee

Nitish on Wednesday 
as he announced his 
resignation

2014

2015

2017
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New Delhi: Ahead of the
monsoon session of Parlia-
ment, some BJP MPs were
briefed on issues the party
thought needed to be raised
and topping the list were sev-
eral corruption allegations
involving Congress, includ-
ing, somewhat surprisingly,
the Bofors case that many
thought was dead and buried.

It was perhaps not a coinci-
dence that a sub-committee of
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee headed by BJD leader Bhar-
truhari Mahtab asked the CBI
whether the Bofors scandal
dating to the mid-1980s could be
investigated afresh and the
agency readily agreed to seek
the Centre’s opinion in this.

The brief made it clear that
Congress was to be targeted on
corruption on a host of issues
ranging from a 30-year-old
scandal to more recent UPA-
era scams such as AgustaWes-
tland and other defence deals.
BJP MPs Nishikant Dubey
and Meenakshi Lekhi raised
the Bofors case in Lok Sabha
just as Congress was looking
to put the focus on incidents of
cow vigilantism and blame the
ruling party for encouraging
saffron extremism. Corrup-
tion, the BJP leadership decid-
ed, was the issue to pin down
the opposition.

The developments in Patna
were filling the BJP’s sails as
former deputy CM Sushil Modi
made a series of damaging rev-
elations against Lalu Prasad
and his family. The allegations
and PM Narendra Modi’s high
octane press conferences
raised the heat and the CBI’s
decision to register an FIR
against Lalu, his wife Rabri
and son Tejashwi in a case of
hotel contracts which were al-
legedly given for a prime plot in
Patna proved to the last straw
for the RJD-JD(U) alliance.

Nitish Kumar, under pres-
sure to stand by his image as a
leader who did not brook cor-
ruption, broke the alliance,
and immediately opened the
gates to a major realignment
with BJP ahead of the 2019
polls. The fresh embrace of
Nitish serves a double pur-
pose for BJP. It brings corrup-
tion into sharp focus at the
cost of Congress which is sad-
dled with Lalu as an ally and it
busts the concept of a “maha-
gathbandhan” to take on Modi
and BJP in the 2019 elections.

Corruption 
is now key
weapon in

govt armoury

Union minister and Lok Janshakti Party chief Ram Vilas
Paswan on Wednesday welcomed Nitish Kumar’s decision to

resign as Bihar chief minister of Bihar as move against
corruption and said his prediction had come true. “When the
(coalition) government was formed, I had said it would not last
for more than two and a half years,” Paswan tweeted.

Talking to TOI, Paswan said the NDA should welcome the JD(U)
leader, if he is interested to join the alliance. “The state BJP
president Nityanand Rai has already said that the party will extend
support to Nitish Kumar as chief minister. BJP can extend support
from outside. This will be good for Bihar and for the country as well.
It will be a stable government,” the minister said. TNN

Paswan welcomes Nitish’s resignation 

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesgroup.com

Madan.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Patna: Barely an hour after
Nitish Kumar announced that
he had resigned as Bihar CM,
RJD chief Lalu Prasad mocked
him for his claim on “zero toler-
ance on corruption” and said
the JD(U) chief was named as
an accused in a murder case
lodged with Pandarak police
station in Patna district 26
years ago. Lalu added that a
Barh court has already taken
cognizance against Nitish.

“When Nitish himself
faced murder charges, how was
he continuing as the CM? Com-
mitting atrocities against a per-
son is bigger issue than corrup-
tion. Where was his zero toler-
ance?” Lalu told reporters.

Waving before the media a
copy of the court order related
to the murder case, Lalu said

the case (FIR no. 199/1991) was
pending before the Patna high
court. He said Nitish has also
mentioned it in his affidavit be-
fore the Election Commission.

Lalu said Nitish tele-
phoned him and greeted him
before going to the Raj Bha-
van to submit his resigna-
tion. “I tried to convince him
not to quit. I told him that peo-
ple of Bihar have given the
mandate to the Grand Alli-
ance for five years,” Lalu said.

He said if Nitish has not
made any pact with PM, he
should convene a meeting of
RJD, JD(U) and Congress legis-
lators and elect a new leader of
the alliance minus Tejashwi
and himself to facilitate a new
government. “Everything was
set with BJP. That is why PM
lost no time in congratulating
Nitish on his resignation.”

Lalu: Nitish faces
murder charge... 

�Continued from P 1
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New Delhi: Niti Aayog chief
executive officer Amitabh
Kant on Wednesday said go-
vernment entities should ex-
it from the operation and ma-
intenance of infrastructure
projects. They should even 
look at handing over jails,
schools and colleges to the
private sector. 

Speaking at the PPP Sum-
mit organised by industry bo-
dy FICCI, Kant said, “The go-
vernment has done a lot of big
projects but it is not good at
operation and maintenance.
Therefore, the government
must start the process of re-

verse BOT (build, operate
and transfer), must sell out
projects and let the private
sector handle it.”

Kant said national highwa-
ys and dedicated freight corri-
dors should be the first one to
take up this challenge. He said
even the freight corridors be-
ing built should be given to pri-
vate players to operate.

Citing the example of dir-
ty bathrooms at airports
which are under AAI, he said,
“We must bring in the private
sector. That is, the fastest way

to bring in private sector and
bring private sector money
back in infrastructure. These
projects are fully de-risked.”

Kant said the country ne-
eds to move into new areas of
PPP. There is no need for jails,
schools, and colleges to be
run in government sector, he
added. “At least experience of
many countries like Canada
and Australia shows that pri-
vate sector is capable of do-
ing very good work in crea-
tion of quality infrastructu-
re over a long period of time

in social sector,” he added.
The NITI Aayog CEO also

blamed the private sector for
the current crisis in PPP in-
vestment saying that there are
several projects where private
player went for aggressive bid-
ding without doing the due di-
ligence. Later they exited from
project finding them financial-
ly unviable. “Private sector
has performed very badly. Pri-
vate sector in India is most ir-
rational, insensitive I have se-
en,” he said.

Highways minister Nitin
Gadkari, who also spoke at
the event, said the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) will soon float bids for
monetising a bunch of comp-
leted highway project. These
stretches will be auctioned
for 20-30 years and the private
player will be responsible for
their operation and mainte-
nance over and above paying
premium to the highways
authority.

NITI CEO: Govt
Not Good At
Maintenance

Hand over schools, colleges,
jails to private sector: Kant

Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh

Kant blamed the private
sector for the crisis in
PPP investment, saying
there are several 
projects where private
player went for aggres-
sive bidding without
doing due diligence

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Army is ex-
tremely upset at the appa-
rent failure of the Ordnance
Factory Board (OFB) and the
directorate general of quali-
ty assurance (DGQA) to fix
responsibility and take
stringent action against er-
ring officials responsible for
the devastating blaze at the
central ammunition depot
(COD) at Pulgaon in Maha-
rashtra last year.

Sources on Wednesday
said Army vice-chief Lt-Ge-
neral Sarath Chand has writ-
ten an official letter to defen-
ce secretary Sanjay Mitra to
point out that no accountabi-
lity had yet been fixed for the
Pulgaon blaze, which left 19
personnel dead and injured
17 others as well as destroyed
tonnes of ammunition on
May 31, 2016.

“Life comes very cheap in
India. The sheer lack of acco-
untability for such a major ac-

cident, in which two Army of-
ficers, four defence security
corps guards and 13 fire-figh-
ters lost their lives, erodes fa-
ith in the entire system,” said
a highly-placed source.

“There is an urgent need
to pinpoint responsibility on
both the production agency
(OFB) and DGQA to restore
confidence in the system.
The Army completed its co-
urt of inquiry (CoI) into the
incident long ago. But simi-
lar inquiries by the OFB and

DGQA have not been made
available,” he added.

The Army CoI attributed
the blaze to “excessive ex-
udation of highly-explosive
TNT and resultant explo-
sion” of 19,325 defective anti-
tank ‘ND-1A’ mines stored in
the Pulgaon CoD, the “mot-
her depot” which feeds the
entire 1.3-million forces thro-
ugh 14 field ammunition de-
pots around the country, as
reported earlier by TOI.

Shockingly, the Army had

repeatedly pointed out to the
secretary (defence produc-
tion), OFB and the controller
of quality assurance (ammu-
nition) under the DGQA, thro-
ugh a series of letters since
February 2010, that the stora-
ge of the defective mines at
the Pulgaon COD posed a ma-
jor security hazard.

But to no avail. The buck
was passed from one agency
to another for over six years,
with the ordnance factory at
Chanda resorting to merely
repairing the segregated mi-
nes with “better sealing” in-
stead of their immediate dis-
posal as was required.

“Even DRDO’s High
Energy Materials Research
Lab (HEMRL) in 2012 had cle-
arly dubbed the defective mi-
nes, which had started lea-
king TNT within four
months against the stipula-
ted 10-year shelf-life, as a sa-
fety hazard. But Chanda ord-
nance factory brushed it asi-
de,” said another source.

No onus fixed yet for Pulgaon blaze
of 2016, upset Army writes to govt

The various sections which provide for re-
sponsibilities of the promoter and penal-
ties for their breach come into effect only

from May 1, said the government.
Construction industry sources said only a

small percentage of builders has so far regis-
tered their projects under Rera nationwide —
in Maharashtra, it is barely 15%. Sources said
it is not mandatory to register if the builder
does not plan to sell the apartments.

A division bench of Justice Bhushan Dhar-
madhikari and Justice Rohit Deo allowed pet-
itioners — Swapnil Promoters and Developers,
Swapnil Associates, Sukhyog Construction
and Guru Construction — to amend their pet-
ition within a week and adjourned the matter
to August 21for further hearing.

The court recorded a submission by senior
counsel Sunil Manohar who appeared for the de-
velopers, that they would comply with the regis-
tration deadline. Manohar, however, said the state
ought not to take any coercive action against de-
velopers. Additional solicitor general Anil Singh
stated that if there were no breaches, for instance,
“if the builders didn’t issue any advertisements
or take flat bookings from customers, there would
be no question of taking any action”.

The petitioners alleged that provisions which
restricted sale of real estate, required opening of
escrow account and registration of existing pro-
jects with RERA, were unconstitutional.

Small percentage of
builders registered

under Rera nationwide

Yadav’s admission was scrapped after his
name surfaced in the scam. Yadav was
booked by the Madhya Pradesh STF in

2012. He is survived by his wife and two chil-
dren aged 2 and 3 years.

Family members said he was under severe de-
pression for the past five years. Yadav, who once
dreamed of being a doctor, was earning his liveli-
hood at an oil mill. Sources said he was worried
about his court hearing in Jabalpur on Thursday.

CBI has expedited investigations into the
scam after the Supreme Court ordered on Fri-
day that the chargesheet be filed by October in
the trial court, along with the CFSL report on
electronic evidence collected during the Vya-
pam investigation.

The intelligence wing of Madhya Pradesh po-
lice had conducted a parallel investigation into 40
Vyapam-related deaths before the case was hand-
ed over to CBI. The probe team has ruled out any
conspiracy behind the deaths. The report was
submitted to the court-monitored special investi-
gation team. CBI has not found anything differ-
ent so far. MP police’s 47-page investigation re-
port comprises briefs and findings on 40 scam-re-
lated deaths, including that of TV journalist
Akshay Singh.

Yadav was booked by
CBI in Vyapam scam

The government on Wednesday said it had decided to pay ration
money allowance to military officers in peace stations in lieu of

actual rations despite the 7th Central Pay Commission
recommendation that the practice should be abolished in toto.
“The government, while considering the pay commission
recommendation, took a different view given the important role of
the armed forces. It was decided that ration money allowance
should be continued,” said a government source. Actual “entitled
rations” will continue as before for officers in “field” or operational
areas, as also for soldiers in both field and peace areas. The
government, however, is now giving Rs 96 as daily ration money
allowance instead of actual rations to officers in peace stations. TNN

Ration money to continue in peace areas

A dead lizard was found in the vegetarian
biryani served to a passenger onboard
Delhi-bound Poorva Express on Tuesday. 
The catering contract of the train has been
terminated and a report has been sent to
higher authorities in railways for further
action. The matter came to light soon after
the passenger tweeted about it to railway
minister Suresh Prabhu.

Delhi HC asks Centre to file response in
AIIMS paper leak: The Delhi HC sought on
Wednesday responses from the Centre, the
AIIMS, and the CBI into the alleged irregular-
ities during the AIIMS examination conduct-
ed on May 28, 2017. Hearing a petition by
Anand Rai, a bench of acting chief justice
Gita Mittal and justice C Hari Shankar asked
the CBI to file a status report within a week.

Police arrest hostel manager for raping
minor in Kota: Police arrested a hostel
manager of a premier coaching institute in
Kota on Tuesday evening for allegedly raping
a minor. The accused was produced before a
court on Wednesday and then handed over
to the police for a one day remand.

UP criminal held 17 years after he killed
half a dozen undertrials:17 years after a
dreaded criminal and his accomplices
gunned down six undertrials, the UP police
finally arrested Maanga Singh, who had a
bounty of Rs 12,000 on his head. 

INDIA DIGEST

Poorva Exp passenger
discovers lizard in biryani
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CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
recently asked states to accord
top priority to 'ease of doing

business' to take advantage of the
golden opportunity as the world wants
to partner with India.

Interacting with chief secretaries of
states and union territories for over
two-and-a-half hours, Modi underlined
the need for maximising use of the 12-
digit biometric identifier Aadhaar to
improve governance and eliminate
leakages in government schemes.

Observing that the whole world

today has trust in India and wants to
partner with it, he said, "This is a gold-
en opportunity for us" and the states
must accord top priority to improve on
"ease of doing business" to attract
more investments.

Modi's interaction was part of the
National Conference of Chief Secre-
taries on the theme of 'States as Dri-
vers for Transforming India' organised
by Niti Aayog. This is the first time that
the prime minister has addressed such
a gathering at such an event.

Briefing media after the day-long
meeting, Niti Aayog Vice-Chairman
Arvind Panagariya said the prime min-

ister told the state representatives to
make full use of Aadhaar platform for
good governance and eliminate leak-
ages in government welfare schemes.

Modi also asked the states to max-
imise the use of government's e-Mar-
ketplace (GeM) by August 15, saying it
would provide efficiency, savings and
transparency in government procure-
ment.

The prime minister further said that
good governance is the key to success
for government programmes and
development goals.

He said "relatively junior officers" in
states must spend adequate time in
field visits, so that they have first-hand
information about the issues on the
ground.

Panagariya said Modi also asked
states to identify problems, say five,
and ensure they are fully resolved.

Answering questions on farm loan
waiver by some states, the Niti Aayog
Vice-Chairman said states have to
manage it within their budgets.

"You have to wait and see how is this
handled ... These are determined by
state-level FRBM, and any relaxation
about borrowing has to be given by

central government, and given central
government itself is conservative
about its own fiscal, for last three
years it has been following fiscal
roadmap," he said.

Chief Secretaries gave presentations
on best practices in their states. These
included rural development, skill
development, crop insurance, health
insurance, and tertiary healthcare,
among others.

The prime minister said a team of
young officers from across states
should now deliberate and learn from
these best practices, by visiting each
state.

These will help in efficient adoption
of best practices across states, Modi
said.

He gave the example of monthly
PRAGATI meetings, which had given a
decisive push to many long-pending
projects. He urged states to come out
of the silos, and work cohesively with
the Centre and with each other.

Speaking on 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat', Modi said: "We must always
recall the factors which unite us."

Modi underlined the importance of
preserving institutional memory. He
said writing of Gazettes by officers
should be made compulsory in the dis-
tricts.

Speaking at the meeting, Panagariya
made a strong case for shifting work-
ers from agriculture to industry and
encourage small enterprises to grow
big with a view to accelerate economic
growth.

He said that at the aggregate macro
level, bringing about rapid growth is
most critical as no major success in
poverty alleviation is likely to happen
without it.

"If we set the output per worker in
agriculture equal to 1, then output per
worker in industry is 5 and that in
services 3.8.

"In other words, even at the current
productivity levels in each sector, mov-
ing one percentage-point workers out
of agriculture into industry can
increase the GDP by 1.5 per cent,"
Panagariya said.

For editorial queries, please write
to: shailja.katyal@timesgroup.com

Focus on ease of doing business,
maximising Aadhaar use
In a recent interaction with representatives of states and UTs, the PM urged them
to make full use of Aadhaar platform for good governance and eliminate leakages
in government welfare schemes

Department of Posts has set up special Aadhaar upgradation centres where the UIDAI details
such as date of birth, address and email can be upgraded. The facility distinctly differs from other
available platforms, including private centres, as it reflects changes within six to eight hours
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New Delhi:The Supreme Co-
urt on Wednesday struck
down as unconstitutional a
law passed by Assam assem-
bly 13 years ago to allow the
then Congress government
headed by Tarun Gogoi to ap-
point MLAs as parliamenta-
ry secretaries after Parlia-
ment had put a cap on the
number of ministers.

A bench of Justices J Che-
lameswar, R K Agrawal and A
M Sapre allowed a petition by
late Bimolangshu Roy, whose
plea was first filed in Gauhati
high court in 2005 and later
transferred by the SC to itself
in 2006. It said, “We are of the
opinion that the legislature
of Assam lacks the compe-
tence to make the impugned
Act. In view of the above con-
clusion, we do not see it ne-
cessary to examine the vario-
us other issues identified by
us earlier in this judgment.
The writ petition is allowed.
The impugned Act is decla-
red unconstitutional.” 

The SC had earlier decla-
red appointment of parlia-
mentary secretaries by some
other states by executive 
order, as done by the AAP 
government in Delhi, as 
illegal and struck down these
appointments. This SC order
striking down a law for appo-
intment of parliamentary se-
cretaries could nudge the
Election Commission to deci-
de the issue of disqualifica-

tion of 21MLAs who were ap-
pointed parliamentary secre-
taries by Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal. The appointment
of AAP MLAs as parliamen-
tary secretaries was struck
down as unconstitutional by
the Delhi high court in Sep-
tember last year.

Parliament had on Janua-
ry 1, 2004 passed the Constitu-
tion 91st Amendment Bill,
2003, to modify Articles 
75 and 164 of the Constitu-
tion. The Act provided that
under Article 164(1A), the si-
ze of the council of ministers
in a state should not exceed
15% of the total strength of
the assembly.

When the 91st Constitu-
tional Amendment Act, 2003,
came into force, the Assam
council of ministers had 36
members in a House of 126
MLAs, or 28.57% of the
strength of the assembly. In
view of Article 164(1A), 
the number of ministers was
to be brought down to 19
tobe consistent with the 15%
ceiling. To appease MLAs
who lost their place in the co-
uncil of ministers, the go-
vernment promulgated As-

sam Parliamentary Secreta-
ries (Appointment, Salaries,
Allowances and Miscellane-
ous Provisions) Ordinance,
2004, which took the shape of
a law on December 29, 2004. 

In the first instance, 
the Tarun Gogoi government
appointed eight parliamen-
tary secretaries. Six months
before elections in Septem-
ber 2015, the government ap-
pointed 13 more parliamenta-
ry secretaries. 

In June 2015, the Calcutta
HC quashed appointment of
24 parliamentary secretaries
in West Bengal and termed it
unconstitutional. The Bom-
bay HC in 2009 had struck
down appointment of two
parliamentary secretaries in
Goa. The Himachal Pradesh
HC in 2005 had in a similar ru-
ling struck down appoint-
ment of eight chief parlia-
mentary secretaries and four
parliamentary secretaries.
In May 2015, the Hyderabad
HC had stayed appointment
of parliamentary secretaries
in Telangana. 

A similar case is pending
before the Punjab and Harya-
na high court.

Order May Spell Trouble For Kejriwal Govt

SC nixes Assam law
to bypass mantri cap

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Law Com-
mission on Wednesday okay-
ed a central bill for regula-
ting use of DNA-based tech-
nology as a forensic tool in ci-
vil and criminal
proceedings, and for identifi-
cation of missing persons
and unidentified bodies.

The 271st report of the
Law Commission headed by
Justice B S Chauhan submit-
ted to law minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad a new draft
bill — the DNA Based Tech-
nology (Use and Regulation)
Bill, 2017 — in place of an ear-
lier bill on the issue referred
to it by the Union govern-
ment in September 2016 and
said it had enough safegu-
ards to protect right to priva-
cy of citizens.

Rejecting concerns rai-

sed by sections of civil socie-
ty, the law panel said use of
DNA-based technology for
criminal investigation, iden-
tification of missing persons
and unidentified bodies as
well as the proposed National
DNA Data Bank would in no
way breach the privacy of in-
dividuals.

“DNA Data Banks, both
national and at state level,
will be responsible for sto-
ring DNA profiles received

right to privacy, a question
which arose from petitions
terming collection of bio-
metric data for Aadhaar as a
violation of citizens’ privacy.

In its report, the law panel
said, “The 2017 bill, as revised
and modified by the commis-
sion, is in consonance and 
in conformity with the provi-
sions which are added by the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(Amendment) Act, 2005,
which also provides for 
DNA profiling.”

The bill drafted by the
commission proposed set-
ting up of a statutory DNA
Profiling Board which would
lay down procedures and
standards for establishment
of DNA laboratories, super-
vise their functioning and
frame guidelines for training
police and other investiga-
ting agencies dealing with
DNA-related matters.

tion,” it said and recommen-
ded strict confidentiality in
safekeeping of records of
DNA profiles and their use.

“Violation of confidentia-
lity would be liable for pu-
nishment of imprisonment,
which may extend up to three
years and also fine which
may extend to Rs 2 lakh,” it
said. Significantly, a nine-
judge Supreme Court bench
headed by CJI J S Khehar is
engaged in a lively debate on
the constitutional status of

from accredited laboratories
and maintaining certain in-
dices for various categories
of data, like crime scene in-
dex, suspects’ index, offen-
ders’ index, missing persons’
index and unknown decea-
sed persons’ index,” the com-
mission said.

“DNA profiling would be
undertaken exclusively for
identification of a person
and would not be used to ex-
tract any other informa-

Law panel nod for DNA bank to fight crime
Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

He cautioned the bench,
also comprising Justic-
es J Chelameswar, SA

Bobde, RK Agrawal, RF Nari-
man, AM Sapre, DY Chandra-
chud, Sanjay K Kaul and S Ab-
dul Nazeer, against approach-
ing the right to privacy as a ho-
mogeneous right. “The
argument of the petitioners is
that the right to privacy is part
of right to life. But even right
to life is not absolute as the
Constitution permits depriv-
ing a person of right to life
through due procedure of
law,” Venugopal said.

“It will be constitutionally
impermissible to declare each
and every instance of privacy
as a fundamental right, what-
ever be the extent of its viola-
tion, erosion or encroach-
ment. Privacy has varied con-
notations when examined
from different aspects of liber-
ties. If the Supreme Court
wants to declare it as a funda-
mental right, then it probably
has to determine separately
the various aspects of privacy
and the extent of violation that
could trigger a constitutional
remedy,” he added.

Despite the court clarify-

ing from time to time that it
was not examining the right to
privacy in the context of Aad-
haar, Venugopal kept drawing
comparison between right to
privacy and right to life. “On
one hand, a few sensitive indi-
viduals are complaining about
violation of privacy because
Aadhaar required collection
of biometrics and address de-
tails, on the other hand Aad-
haar has ensured that food re-
ached 270 million persons who
live below the poverty line
through social welfare
schemes,” he said.

“It is for SC to decide whose
right is more important —
right to food ensured through
Aadhaar to improve the lives
of impoverished millions
whose existence is often
termed by the SC as animal ex-
istence, or right to privacy of

some individuals. We will ac-
cept the verdict with humility.
I am saying so with all humili-
ty,” the AG said.

He said the World Bank has
commended India for Aad-
haar-linked distribution of
food and other items to the
poor as one which ensures that
the targeted population gets
benefits under social welfare
schemes. It urged every devel-
oping nation to emulate India.
“In view of the fact that a large
section of people would be de-
prived of basic needs if the
claim of the petitioners to a
fundamental right to privacy
is accepted, even if a funda-
mental right to privacy is held
to exist in respect of some oth-
er claims, no such right, as
claimed by petitioners, should
be recognised as a fundamen-
tal right,” Venugopal said. 

Even right to life is not
absolute, AG cautions bench

New Delhi: The controversy
over upcoming Bollywood film
‘Indu Sarkar’, depicting the
Emergency era, has reached the
Supreme Court which agreed on
Wednesday to grant an urgent he-
aring on a plea seeking stay on its
release for allegedly maligning
the image of the Gandhi family
and former Prime Minister Indi-
ra Gandhi. A bench headed by
Justice Dipak Misra agreed to he-
ar petitioner Priya Paul, who cla-
ims to be biological daughter of
Sanjay Gandhi, and posted the
case for Thursday as the film is
scheduled to be released in theat-
res on July 28. TNN

Sanjay Gandhi’s
‘daughter’ seeks stay
on ‘Indu Sarkar’ release

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has sought the Assam
government’s response on
an appeal filed by one Rash-
minara Begum, who 
claimed that her father was
a freedom fighter, yet she
had been ordered to be 
deported to Bangladesh af-
ter being identified as an il-
legal immigrant.

Senior advocate Indira
Jaising said the Gauhati
high court did not consider
many documentary eviden-
ce produced by Rashminara
and mechanically upheld
the Foreigners Tribunal de-
cision identifying her as an
illegal migrant. She clai-
med that in the guise of the
drive to deport illegal Bang-
ladeshi migrants, there ap-
peared to be a systematic
plan to target Indian Mus-
lims in Assam.

On petitions filed by Sar-
bananda Sonowal, now As-
sam chief minister, the SC
had in 2005 directed the sta-
te government to set up ade-
quate number of Foreig-
ners Tribunals to detect and
deport Bangladeshis who
crossed over to India after
1971. The SC had also held
that Section 9 of the Foreig-
ners Act, 1946, rightly pla-
ced the burden of proof on a
person who claimed to be an
Indian citizen.

A bench of Justices R K
Agrawal and A M Sapre is-
sued notice to the Assam go-
vernment and also asked
why Rashminara not be per-
mitted to continue on bail as
she had delivered a baby in
April. An HC bench of Justi-
ces Ujjal Bhuyan and P K
Phukan, while upholding
the tribunal’s order on May
22, had said, “We feel that
notwithstanding the decla-
ration that she is a foreigner,
it would be in the interest of
justice to grant her bail for a
limited period (three
months) to tide over the
pangs of childbirth.”

The HC bench had scru-

tinised the entire documen-
tary evidence produced by
Rashminara, including a
claim by her counsel N Dut-
ta and M U Mahmud that
her father Ramjan Ali “was
a freedom fighter and a well
known personality in the lo-
cality”.

Referring to numerous
documents, including scho-
ol certificates and voter
cards, produced by Rashmi-
nara to prove she was an In-
dian, the HC bench said, “A
person cannot have so many

years of birth (seven to be
precise). A discrepancy he-
re and there is understan-
dable. But consistent discre-
pancies with the other ma-
terial contradictions would
render the version suspect.

“Again, if the petitioner
was born in the year 1988,
her name could not have ap-
peared in the voters’ list of
2005 because she was only 17
years of age, the voting age
being 18, not to speak of be-
ing a voter in the 1997 voters’
list when she would have be-
en only 9 years of age. Per-
haps for this reason and for
other discrepancies as noti-
ced, she was marked as a do-
ubtful voter in 2005.”

Freedom fighter’s
kin or a foreigner?

SC to take a call
Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Congress and Tri-
namool Congress on Wednes-
day joined hands and fielded se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal to ar-
gue before the Supreme Court
that right to privacy was a fun-
damental right though it could
not be treated as an absolute
right in the era of technologi-
cal advancements.

Appearing for Karnataka,
Punjab, West Bengal and Pudu-
cherry governments, Sibal and
advocate Devadatt Kamat sug-
gested a four-fold test of state
action before permitting go-
vernments to access personal
data — the action must be sanc-
tioned by law; it should be for a
legitimate aim; interference in
privacy must be proportionate
to the need for interference;
and, procedural guarantee aga-
inst abuse of such interference.

Without these safeguards,
the state would tend to meddle
with the privacy of citizens
even if the court declared it a
fundamental right, Sibal said,
and requested the court to sett-
le this long-pending issue ari-
sing because the Constitution
expressly did not give funda-
mental right status to right to
privacy.

He said constitutions of ma-
ny developed nations did not
provide for right to privacy, but
the same was protected thro-
ugh legislations and stringent
data protection regimes. “Sur-
prisingly, Article 14(1) of Pakis-

tan’s constitution guarantees
right to privacy, but on the gro-
und, that is a joke. So my fer-
vent request is when you (nine-
judge bench headed by CJI J S
Khehar) give us the right to pri-
vacy, it should not be a joke,” Si-
bal said in a lighter vein.

The four states argued that
“right to privacy enjoins the
state to put in place a robust da-
ta protection law, that obligates
non-state actors to ensure that
data shared by citizens is secu-
re and that breach of any confi-
dentiality would be visited
with legal consequences”.

Sibal said, “Right to privacy
is an inalienable natural right
which is based on the classic
premise of individual’s wish to
be let alone.” 

“However, the contours of
the right need to be understood
with the changing times. Rapid
advances in science and tech-
nology pose considerable chal-
lenges in delineating the exact
contours of the right.”

Cong-TMC bat for privacy as fundamental right
Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

DNA Data Banks, both national and at state
level, will be responsible for storing DNA profiles
received from accredited laboratories and 
maintaining certain indices for various categories of
data, like crime scene index, suspects’ index, 
offenders’ index, missing persons’ index and un-
known deceased persons’ index 
LAW COMMISSION

Karnataka, Punjab, WB
and Puducherry govts 
argued that ‘right to
privacy enjoins the
state to put in place a
robust data protection
law, that obligates 
non-state actors to
ensure that data shared
by citizens is secure...’

Rashminara Begum’s
petitioner said the
Gauhati high court
did not consider 
documentary 
evidence produced
by Rashminara and 
mechanically upheld
the Foreigners 
Tribunal decision
identifying her as an
illegal migrant

It will be constitutionally
impermissible to declare each
and every instance of privacy as
a fundamental right, whatever be
the extent of its violation, erosion
or encroachment
K K VENUGOPAL
Attorney General

The SC order striking down law
for appointment of parliamentary
secretaries could nudge EC to
decide the issue of disqualifica-
tion of 21 MLAs who were ap-
pointed parliamentary secretar-
ies by Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal

�Continued from P 1
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Chandigarh: The 10-year-old
rape survivor from Chandi-
garh is between 30 and 32
weeks pregnant and will have
to undergo a normal delivery,
according to sources close to
doctors at the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research (PGIMER),
Chandigarh.

She was examined on
Wednesday after the Supreme
Court directed the institute to
conduct a second round of tests
on her to ascertain whether she

could be allowed to terminate
the unwanted pregnancy. 

The sources say the doctors
do not recommend any inter-
vention at this point, implying
that neither abortion nor a C-
section is advisable, unless
there is an emergency. “The
girl’s health is normal, though
she is slightly anaemic. Any
surgery, either for abortion or
full term delivery can be risky,”
said a PGIMER official.

The girl had been raped
several times allegedly by her
maternal uncle. The Medical
Termination of Pregnancy
Act, 1971, permits abortion till
the fetus is 20 weeks old with
exceptions being made in
emergencies.

Experts at PGIMER pre-
pared the report after the sur-
vivor underwent the fresh
tests, which went on for al-
most two hours and included
ultrasound, valve condition of
the unborn baby and the girl
and her mental condition. The
doctors also considered her
previous medical record.

Rape survivor, 10, can’t
go for abortion: Doctors

The girl had
repeatedly been
raped by her
maternal uncle
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New Delhi: The government
has decided to make it manda-
tory for registration of mar-
riages to prevent harassment
of women and provide evi-
dentiary value in matrimo-
nial and maintenance cases,
law minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad told Parliament on
Wednesday. 

The minister, however,

clarified that registration of
marriages will not be linked to
Aadhaar. “In order to provide
evidentiary value in matrimo-
nial and maintenance cases
and prevent unnecessary ha-
rassment meted out to wom-
en, it has been decided to pro-
vide for compulsory registra-
tion of marriages,” the minis-
ter said. TNN

Registration of marriages
compulsory, says Prasad 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha wit-
nessed heated exchanges on
Wednesday over leader of the
House and finance minister
Arun Jaitley’s remarks that
adjournment notices were be-
ing “grossly abused” for publi-
city when Congress member
Anand Sharma sought to raise
his point that the government
was undermining the role of
those who had fought for the
country’s freedom. 

The trouble started during
Zero Hour as Sharma, refer-
ring to President Ram Nath
Kovind’s inaugural speech in
which there was no mention of
Jawaharlal Nehru, accused

the government of undermi-
ning the stature of leaders
who fought for independence
by comparing Mahatma
Gandhi with BJP’s ideologue
Deen Dayal Upadhyay. 

As Jaitley objected to the
remarks, saying adjournment
notices were being “grossly
abused” for publicity, Cong-
ress and other members rose
in protest. Amid the protests,
Jaitley went on to say, “…the
Chair must also be guided by a

principle that you can’t have a
Zero Hour for the benefit of
TV cameras. That is what so-
mething which is happening
today... This has all been enac-
ted.” He demanded that Shar-
ma’s remarks be expunged.

Jaitley said some other
members have also given noti-
ces and the Chair must protect
their rights, apparently refer-
ring to a notice given by BJP
member Subramanian Swa-
my to raise the issue of Samj-

hauta Express blast of 2005, re-
garding which media reports
suggested that some crucial
evidence had been ignored.

Jaitley also insisted that
rules do not allow references
being made in the House to
those who have held high
Constitutional positions.

Sharma, however, said he
had not referred to any one of
high dignity. To this, Jaitley sa-
id, “we know the spirit of what
you are saying.” Leader of op-
position Ghulam Nabi Azad
said the government was try-
ing to insult leaders like Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Nehru.
“The centenary of those peo-
ple are being observed who
had no connection with the
freedom struggle. They are do-
ing ‘pick and choose’,” he said.

Deputy chairman PJ Kuri-
en said all notices under Rule
267 were being rejected but the
Chair has to first listen to the
member to take a decision.

DMK member Thiruchi Si-

va said he was “hurt” by Jaitle-
y’s remarks that issues were
being raised for TV publicity.

To this, Jaitley said, “Eve-
ry day what is not point of or-
der is raised as point of order.”

“None of us were born to-
day that we don’t realise each
other’s games. We know this
noise is being created only be-
cause some members want to
raise the issue of Samjhauta
case. We know that. Don’t pro-
vide an alibi. I know they are
your ally parties.”

Congress MPs then ente-
red the Well, raising slogans
and forcing a brief adjourn-
ment. When the House re-as-
sembled for Question Hour,
the opposition demanded ex-
punction of Jaitley’s remarks,
forcing Chairman Hamid An-
sari to adjourn the House.

Azad said he respected the
leader of the House, “but to
say that opposition leaders
raise issues for TV channels
is not acceptable.”

Adjournments
Abused For

Publicity: FM

Notice over Prez speech sparks RS row

Finance minister Arun Jaitley and Congress leader Anand Sharma

TOI

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress on
Wednesday stepped up its at-
tack on NDA Vice-Presidenti-
al nominee M Venkaiah Nai-
du over allegations against
him on issues of probity, say-
ing the defence given by him
and the Telangana govern-
ment have left more ques-
tions than answers.

Taking a dig at the PM’s
talk of “zero tolerance on cor-
ruption and wrongdoing”,
AICC spokesman Randeep
Surjewala said all such cla-
ims had turned hollow after
Modi and BJP chief Amit
Shah failed to give satisfacto-
ry replies to the party.

Surjewala said the Te-
langana government and Na-
idu have admitted that ‘Swar-
na Bharat Trust’ of Deepa
Venkat (Naidu’s daughter)
was exempted from paying
various developmental char-
ges amounting to Rs 2.46 cro-
re to Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Development Authority.

He added that Naidu has
sought to justify this unilate-
ral waiver by saying that 16

more trusts were given ex-
emptions. “What the Telang-
ana government and Naidu
did not tell, as to why similar
exemption was not granted to
hundreds of other NGOs by
the government? What was
the criteria for grant of ex-
emption to Naidu’s daugh-
ter’s trust?” he asked.

Surjewala said the Te-
langana government had ac-
cepted that 350 Toyota vehi-
cles were purchased directly
from Harsha Toyota, owned
by Naidu’s son without any
tendering —reportedly at DG
(Supplies and Disposal) ra-
tes, but the next lot of 350 ve-
hicles were purchased thro-
ugh a tender by Radha Krish-
na Motors. “Why were both

lots of vehicles not purcha-
sed through tender? Was the
conditionality of tender vio-
lated in the purchase of first
lot of vehicles? ” he asked.

Surjewala said Naidu has
“not denied that he had secu-
red 4.95 acres of land in
Andhra Pradesh reserved for
the poor and the destitute”.

“Is it not a fact he was for-
ced to return the land as it
was illegally allocated to
him? Does it absolve him of
his culpability?” he asked.

“Caesar’s wife must be
above suspicion. People of In-
dia demand answers. It is ti-
me PM, BJP chief and Naidu
answer these questions inste-
ad of hiding behind platitu-
des,” Surejewala said.

Cong ups heat on Naidu
over issues of probity

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Gandhinagar: Ahmed Pa-
tel, political adviser to Cong-
ress president Sonia Gand-
hi, on Wednesday filed the
nomination papers for a fifth
term in Rajya Sabha from
Gujarat even as Shanker-
sinh Vaghela, who recently
resigned as leader of the op-
position in the state assem-
bly, appeared determined to
sabotage his re-election.

Vaghela threatened that
he would resign as Congress
MLA to avoid voting for Patel
in the Rajya Sabha poll on
August 8 if AICC in charge of
Gujarat Ashok Gehlot did
not tender an apology for re-
cently levelling allegations
that he (Vaghela) had resig-
ned from Congress “fearing
the CBI and ED”.

“I don’t fear ED or CBI,
they can raid me 10 times but
will not find anything. If
Gehlot will not apologise, I

will resign as MLA before
the Rajya Sabha election to
avoid voting for Ahmedb-
hai,” Vaghela said.

The threat came even as
Vaghela said he had promi-
sed Patel he would vote for
him. “Ahmedbhai met me on
Tuesday and offered to with-
draw in case I wanted to con-
test RS elections. I declined
his offer and assured he will
get my vote,” said Vaghela.

Already, there is uncerta-
inty about Patel’s re-election
given the cross-voting by a
section of Congress MLAs in
the presidential polls. After
filing his nomination, Patel
expressed confidence that he
will win. When quizzed about
Vaghela, he said: “He is upset
with the party. I met him yes-
terday and he promised he
will vote for Congress. I have
no reason to disbelieve him.”

Ahmed Patel files papers,
Vaghela promises support

Congress demanded the suspension of BJP member Anurag
Thakur from Lok Sabha for filming proceedings of the

House on his mobile phone. The party accused the Modi
government of “double standards”, and said six Congress
members were suspended from the House but Thakur 
had been let off with a warning. Leader of Congress in Lok
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge accused the government 
of exerting pressure on Speaker Sumitra Mahajan to take
action against Congress MPs. TNN

Oppn wants Anurag Thakur suspended

Congress has 57 MLAs in the 182-member Gujarat assembly
and Ahmed Patel will require the support of 45 MLAs to win.

However, 11Congress MLAs had voted for NDA’s presidential
candidate Ram Nath Kovind and BJP has 27 surplus votes.
Shankarsinh Vaghela has already revolted and resigned from
Congress. The terms of nine Rajya Sabha members from Gujarat
and West Bengal are ending on August 18. These include Irani,
CPM general secretary Sitaram Yechury and Trinamool Congress
leader Derek O’Brien. CPM has not renominated Yechury.

Terms of 9 RS members from Gujarat,
West Bengal to end on August 18
�Continued from P 1

Rao Inderjit Singh, MoS of the
housing and urban affairs

ministry told LS on Wednesday that
708 government bungalows in the
Lutyens’ Bungalow Zone (LBZ) are
“considered structurally unsafe
against earthquake”. TNN

‘708 Lutyens’ bungalows
vulnerable to quakes’
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Palanpur: Tragedy
struck Khariya village in
Gujarat’s Banaskantha on
Wednesday when 18 bod-
ies — all close relatives —
were recovered from a riv-
er bank, taking the flood-
related death toll since the
beginning of monsoon to
119. The toll may go up as
rescue operations are on.

Villagers in Khariya
watched in disbelief as the
bodies were found one af-
ter another from the slush
and placed in a line. The
victims, all from the OBC
Thakor community, in-
cluded eight women and
an eight-year-old girl.

Khariya was among 30
villages where an alert
had been sounded after water
level in the Banas river
swelled due to influx of water
from the dams following
heavy downpour. “We suspect
that they people were swept
away after Tuesday mid-
night,” V M Patel, deputy
mamlatdar, Kankrej, told TOI.

Two Army columns,
three NDRF teams and a BSF
team are engaged in the res-
cue and relief operations,
and are being aided by 10 IAF
choppers in Banaskantha. 

The Bhavnagar-Ahmeda-
bad highway was flooded af-
ter several villages near
Dholka were inundated fol-
lowing release of 1.24 lakh cu-

At least 500 medical profes-
sionals, including doctors, pa-
ramedics and health workers,
have been pressed into service
in the district to distribute
chlorine tablets and ORS pack-
ets to ensure that there is no
outbreak of any epidemic.
Medical staff from other dis-
tricts have also been deployed
in Banaskantha. Though wa-
ter receded in Dhanera town,
one of the worst-hit in Banas-
kantha, people witnessed the
trail of destruction left behind
by the nature’s fury. Sacks of
grains rendered useless were
lying on the road and people
struggled to remove water
from their houses.

secs water from the Dharoi
dam. Ahmedabad collector
Avantika Singh Aulakh said
at least 3,858 people in 20 vil-
lages had been taken to safer
locations in the district. 

Three days after their vil-
lage, Dabhipura in Dantiwada
taluka of Banaskantha, was
inundated, families returned
home on Wednesday. “We have
lost everything. Our grain
stock and utensils have been
washed away. Our houses have
been severely damaged,” said
one of the villagers.

On Wednesday, at least 650
people were rescued from vil-
lages of the district. Of these,
272 were airlifted to safety. 

18 of a family killed
in floods, Guj toll 119

Saibal Dasgupta TNN

Beijing: China is giving
signs of lowering its bellig-
erence towards India ahead
of the visit of national secu-
rity adviser Ajit Doval, who
will meet Chinese President
Xi Jinping and other Chi-
nese leaders on Thursday
and Friday.

Doval will meet Xi along
with the NSAs of other coun-
tries at a BRICS meeting,
ahead of a security dialogue
on Friday. Besides this for-
mal meeting, he will have a
meeting on the border stand-
off with Yang Jeiche, state
counsellor and adviser on
boundary matters to the Chi-
nese government.

China’s official news
agency, Xinhua,
caused a surprise,
praising Prime
Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s man-
agement of the In-
dian economy and
emphasising the
need for enhanc-
ing business rela-
tions between the
two countries. This is seen as
a signal from the top leader-

ship that any possibility of a
military conflict should be

avoided because
India is an impor-
tant market for
Chinese business.

The Chinese
foreign ministry
refrained on
Wednesday from a
sharp attack on
India when the
border standoff

issue came up. The spokes-
man merely quoted Chinese

foreign minister Wang Yi on
the issue and reiterated Chi-
na’s stand that withdrawal of
Indian troops at Doklam is a
pre-condition for meaning-
ful dialogue.

There are signs China
would be ready for a settle-
ment if the two sides can
work out a formula to avoid
loss of face for the govern-
ment at a time the People’s
Liberation Army is due to
celebrate its 90th anniver-
sary on August 1.

China softens stance ahead
of Doval’s meeting with Xi

V.Narayan@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A taxi driver and
his accomplice allegedly took
a Gujarat accountant, who
had been offloaded from an
Ahmedabad flight for being
“too drunk”, to a dance bar in
Andheri and stole his valua-
bles worth Rs 95,000. The po-
lice identified the cabbie, Ash-
raf Shaikh, after going
through the footage of CCTV
cameras outside the airport
and arrested him on Tuesday.

After committing the
crime, Shaikh and his accom-
plice allegedly dumped the
victim, Rakesh Parmar (40), at
Chimatpada in Sahar. On July
20 evening, a drunk Parmar,
who was in Mumbai for a
brief holiday with his friends
and was returning home, was
offloaded from a flight as he
“could not even stand”.

“Taking advantage of Par-
mar’s inebriated condition,
Shaikh stole his cash, gold ring
and chain and dumped him.
Two locals spotted Parmar in
the middle of the road and
helped him,” said the police.
Around 5am, Parmar reached
Sahar police station and lodged
the complaint. In his com-
plaint, Parmar said, “Me and
my three friends stayed at a Da-
hisar hotel for three days and
partied at ladies service bars.”
Shaikh has been booked under
the IPC sections 34 (common in-
tention) and 392 (robbery).

Drunk man
offloaded by

airline, robbed
by cabbie

Sharma.Seema
@timesgroup.com

Dehradun:Tiger numbers
have swelled in reserves of
Uttarakhand with both
Corbett Tiger Reserve and
Rajaji Tiger Reserve regis-
tering an increase in the
population of the animal in
the latest census, results of
which were announced by
chief minister Trivendra
Rawat on Wednesday.

According to the tiger
estimation exercise, Cor-
bett now harbours a mini-
mum of 208 tigers, a rise
from 163 in 2015, while Raja-
ji is home to 34 big cats, up
from 16 in 2015. Forest de-
partment officials have at-
tributed the increase in ti-
ger numbers to enhanced
security measures under-
taken in the recent past. 

The census, which esti-

mated the minimum num-
ber of tigers, was based on
camera trap method and
was conducted as per Na-
tional Tiger Conservation
Authority protocols. 

The tiger count started
on November 28, 2016 and
ended on March 19. In Cor-
bett, 535 camera traps were
set up in the 1,318 sq km area
of the reserve. The World
Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) collaborated with
forest department officials
to carry out the exercise.

Big jump in tiger
count in U’khand 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bareilly/Meerut: A day af-
ter the Supreme Court
quashed the appointment of
1.78 lakh shiksha mitras in UP
whose jobs as teachers were
regularised in primary schools
in 2014, there were protests
across UP, some of which turn-
ed violent at a few places.

Thousands of shiksha mi-
tras took to the streets on
Wednesday in Agra, Etawah,
Farrukhabad, Mainpuri, Bij-
nor, Meerut, Bareilly and sev-
eral other districts, claiming
that the apex court had
“signed their death warrant”
and sought the government’s
permission for mercy killing.

In Bareilly, demonstrators
turned violent, targeted com-
muters and vandalised vehi-
cles. Heavy police force had to
be rushed to the spot and dis-
trict administration officials

held parleys with demonstra-
tors for hours before the road
blockade could be lifted. In Pi-
libhit, hundreds of agitators
blocked the Bhind-Lipulekh
highway for hours.

Hundreds of schools in
Bareilly and Pilibhit were

forced to close as more than
4,000 teachers boycotted work.
Though shiksha mitras have
decided not to go back to work,
the basic education depart-
ment said that they have no al-
ternative arrangement at hun-
dreds of such schools which
are mainly manned by them. In
Bijnor, shiksha mitras gath-
ered at the BSA’s office, created
ruckus and blocked the Delhi-
Pauri national highway. The
agitators also burnt an effigy of
CM Yogi Adityanath.

Shiksha mitras protest
SC order, skip classes

FIR against Sandeep
Dikshit: An advocate has got
cops to lodge an FIR against
former Congress MP Sandeep
Dikshit in UP for his alleged
derogatory remark against
Army chief General Bipin
Rawat. The FIR was lodged
after the person got a favour-
able ruling from a court. TNN

TheUS is not likely to be an idle spectator in the case of a military
conflict between India and China and might take actions to

pressure Beijing, two experts told TOI. “I do not think that the US
would become involved in a border conflict between China and
India, but I do think that an increasingly competitive China-India
dynamic is likely to lead to increased security cooperation between
the US and India,” Zack Cooper, senior fellow at the
Washington-based Centre for Strategic & International Studies,
said in an interview. Cooper said the US is trying to balance against
China’s growing power and India can play a major role in this
balancing effort. The US might enhance its naval presence in case
of a conflict on the India-China border, analysts said. “Should the
ongoing push and shove turn into a hot war, Washington is
expected to provide logistical, intelligence and material support to
India’s military,” Mohan Malik, professor of the Asia-Pacific Centre
for Security in Honolulu, said. Saibal Dasgupta TNN

US won’t sit idle if an India-China
conflict breaks out, say experts

Saurabh.Sinha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi:Pratt & Whitney’s
(P&W) snag-prone engines for
the Airbus A-320 new engine
option (Neo) continues to
trouble both the airlines — In-
diGo and GoAir — using this
combination in India. While
TOI had on July 11 reported
that almost half of the 22 PW-
powered A-320 Neos of IndiGo
were grounded due to engine
issues, now GoAir is also fac-
ing problems on this front.

GoAir has been sending e-
mails to passengers about some
flight cancellations as the en-
gine trouble has meant slower
than expected deliveries of the
aircraft from Airbus. “The rea-
son for the cancellations is the
delay from Airbus on account of
P&W powered engine delivery.
We regret the inconvenience
caused...,” says a mail sent by
GoAir to a passenger who had
booked an Ahmedabad-Benga-
luru flight for August.

GoAir did not say how
many A-320 Neos it was sup-
posed to get and how many it
has actually got so far. P&W had
recently told TOI that it “is ac-
tively working with customers
in India and supporting them
in their daily operations”.

After IndiGo,
GoAir faces
A-320 Neo

engine woes 

Torrential rains wreaked
havoc in Mount Abu, with

over 2,000 tourists stranded
in the hill station after a
major landslide blocked the
only road connecting Mount
Abu with the Abu Road in its
foothill on Wednesday
morning. The Sirohi district
administration started
rescue operations and
stopped traffic on the road.
“The debris was cleared by
afternoon and traffic
resumed at 2 pm,’’ said
Sirohi district collector
Sandesh Nayak. TNN

Rain lashes 
Mt Abu, 2,000
tourists stranded

Victims Include 8 Women And A Minor Girl

The tiger census started in Nov
last year and ended this March

Ajit Doval

UP SEES VIOLENT
AGITATION 
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New Delhi: The Lok Sabha passed a
bill on Wednesday to enable Indian In-
stitutes of Information Technology
(IIITs) to award degrees, including M
Tech and PhD, as issued by autonomo-
us universities. The bill also gives po-
wers to Indian Institute of Informa-
tion Technology Design and Manufac-
turing (IIITDM) in Kurnool (Andhra
Pradesh) to award degrees to students.
Once the law is finally enacted, IIITDM
will be the fifth centrally-funded IIIT. 

The proposed law includes IIITDM,
Kurnool, in the principal law — Indian
Institutes of Information Technology
(IIIT) Act, 2014 — which confers the sta-
tus of “Institutions of National Impor-
tance” on the IIITs.

The role the central government in
appointment of chairman of the board
of governors and the director to the 15
IITs has been removed. 

The bill was introduced by HRD mi-
nister Prakash Javadekar during the
Budget session in March. Replying to a
debate on the bill, Javadekar stressed
that the fees for poor will not increase be-
cause of the new measure. He also said
that the reservation law will apply to the-
se institutes as elsewhere in the country.
He said besides fees, research grants and
projects will make up for the expenses.

“There might be a slight increase
for those who have the capacity to bear.
But for the poor (students), there will
be scholarships available,” the mini-
ster said. Academic session has com-
menced in 15 such IIITs, including in
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Ha-
ryana and West Bengal. The first batch
of under-graduate students enrolled
in 2013-14 will be pass out this year.

The government had set up the II-
ITDM at Kurnool to give effect to its
obligation under the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014. Academic
session had commenced there in 2015-
16. The expenditure for its operationa-
lisation is incurred from the plan
funds of the HRD ministry. 

Soon, IIITs can award
MTech, PhD degrees 

LS Passes Bill, Takes
Away Govt Power To
Appoint IIT Directors 

PARLIAMENT DIARY

Oppn stages walkout in Rajya Sabha 
Virtually the entire opposition in the
Rajya Sabha staged a walk-out on
Wednesday afternoon to protest
against the meandering and “unsatis-
factory” reply by agriculture minister
Radha Mohan Singh in the debate on
the agrarian crisis and farmer suicid-
es in the country.

Lateral entry of experts into govt
The government is considering induct-
ing private sector experts and profes-
sionals in central government depart-
ments through lateral entry, the Lok
Sabha was informed on Wednesday.
Union minister Jitendra Singh said
the government was committed to ap-
pointing best talents, subject to rules.

18,000 NGOs fail to file annual returns
More than 18,000 NGOs did not file
their annual income and expenditure
statements for the five-year period be-
tween 2010-11 and 2014-15 and were re-
cently given a month to comply, the
government informed the Rajya Sab-
ha on Wednesday. Union minister Ki-
ren Rijiju said more than 8,000 NGOs
complied with the directions of the
government. Around 6,000 defaulting
ones have been served showcause no-
tices, he said.

Interview for lower posts continues
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Arunachal Pradesh, besides Jam-
mu & Kashmir and West Bengal, are
among about 10 states that are yet to
discontinue the process of interview
for recruitment to lower-level posts in
government departments, the govern-
ment told the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

National Conference leader Farooq Abdullah
greets Union minister Sushma Swaraj outside 
Parliament House on Wednesday

CCI NG 3.7 Product: TOIDelhiBS PubDate: 27-07-2017 Zone: Delhi Edition: 1 Page: CPP17 User: soumyajit.majumder Time: 07-26-2017 23:34 Color: CMYKhttps://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



Sacredspace
Too Much Hope

Hope itself is a species of 
happiness, and, perhaps, the

chief happiness that this world
affords; but, like all other 
pleasures immoderately 

enjoyed, the excesses of hope
must be expiated by pain. 

Samuel Johnson

The Madras high court ruling making the singing of Vande 
Mataram mandatory in schools, government offices, private
entities and industries in Tamil Nadu will have an effect opposite

to that intended. Citing the earlier Supreme Court direction that 
mandated the playing of national anthem in all cinema halls, the high
court observed that Vande Mataram too must be sung frequently by 
citizens. However, the problem with such mandatory directions is that
instead of promoting nationalism they end up becoming a burdensome
chore for people. And sooner rather than later the value of the exercise
itself diminishes. If nationalism is coerced and ritualistic rather than
coming out of inner volition, then it is counter-productive.

Such rulings also smack of judicial overreach. Separation of 
powers implies courts should interpret laws, not make them. The 

primary case before the high court
pertained to one K Veeramani failing
the test for the post of BT assistant as
he had answered that Vande Mataram
was written in Bengali and not 
Sanskrit (which is, in fact, correct).
Thus the mandatory singing of Vande
Mataram is not only tantamount to 
courts making laws on legislatures’
behalf, it is also tangential to the plea
under consideration. The high court
also overlooked the Supreme Court 

order on a writ petition on that specific issue in February this year,
which clearly stated there is no mention in the Constitution of the
‘national song’ that Vande Mataram is meant to be.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had argued, in the run up to 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, that minimum government leads to maximum governan-
ce. The corollary of that also holds true: maximum government leads to
poor governance. Complicated and unenforceable laws only lead to 
bureaucratic intervention in people’s daily lives and police corruption.

For example, after having ruled that people across Tamil Nadu must
sing a Bengali song, the high court observed in the Vande Mataram 
ruling that persons or institutions can be exempted provided there are
valid reasons. But who will determine these reasons and what 
standards will be applied haven’t been specified. This provides room for
more rules, more ambiguity and more harassment by authorities (or
mobs). As it is India is an over-legislated country where too many laws
are unenforceable and/or do not reflect ground realities. Authorities
must get out of the mai baap sarkar mindset where they dictate citizens’
choices by, for example, telling them what to eat or what to sing.

Judicial Overreach
Madras high court’s Vande Mataram 
order will complicate people’s lives

Thanks to the snub appeal of Kangana Ranaut vis a vis the 
pedigreed brats of Bollywood, everybody and his/her body
sculptor now knows the meaning of ‘nepotism’. It is loosely 
related to the ‘crony capitalism’ of economics and ‘dynasty’ of
politics, but with the greater reach of films, the ‘n’ word has
spread to the nth degree. The feisty Kangana started the war

on Koffee With Karan. The ‘nepotees’, K Jo , Saif Ali Khan and Varun Dhawan
responded at the IIFA awards, albeit with a rather rusty sense of irony. It then
came down to ‘open letters’ by Ms Medusa Curls and the twice-borne-aloft
member of the triumvirate – Saif, who has his father’s blue blood and 
cricketing name, and his mother’s filmi and literary aristocracy. 

Since Ranaut’s accusation is about the cozy parental pouch, let’s play the 
‘kangaroo word’ game: How many words can we make from ‘nepotism’ to describe
the face-off between the elected Queen and the hereditary kings of Bollywood.

‘Tis interesting to posit a star son against a girl who’s no filmi Daddy’s Pet;
in fact, she flaunts her distressed genes. Karan met Kangana over ‘Koffee’; 

some snipe that her tone was the pits. Well, the point is that
she wasn’t there to toe his lines, only to snip them. Casting the
first stone, she continued with not-quite tin-pot shots. No sin
there. Mostwould say she came out tops. ‘Koffee’ Karan would

rather have had a pint. He may have considered her an upstart pest, but he 
couldn’t nipher in the bud, or even stemher flow. How to stopa girl with spine?

At the IIFA awards show, mint-fresh Varun Dhawan struck his cutesy pose,
gave his spinand noteson the nepo-war, contributed his mite, but could not tip
the scales. This time the site has shifted to open letters. These are not tomes,
but they’re not the ‘smite them dead’, 140-character assassination of Twitter
either. No spit, only polished repartee. Saif ’s granduncles were poets, but he
doesn’t pine to mope in verse. Kangana’s were farmers but she didn’t post
any dung even if she doesn’t care an ox’s snot for legacy louts. 

In spite of all this ism-schism, one mist has cleared. You don’t have to be to
the palace born to put on heirs. 

***
Alec Smart said: “Only a ‘v’ saves ‘privacy’ from ‘piracy’.”

bachi.karkaria@timesgroup.com
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/erratica

Teary of Relativity

Bachi Karkaria

How many words (and worlds) 
can you find in ‘nepotism’?

Japanese film maestro
Akiro Kurosawa’s 
movie Rashomon is a
wonderful meditation
on truth and bias; four
people witness the same

event but describe “what happened” and
“why it happened” very differently. 
Unlike physical scientists who can claim
objective measurement, social scientists
need to be more tentative about evidence,
narratives, and conclusions. 

Over the last 18 months a false 
narrative about mob violence being driven
by political blessings – the opposition 
recently claimed that the central govern-
ment and BJP overtly support a lynching
movement – is being amplified by some
parts of the press. I’d like to make the case
that the notion that anybody or any 
political party supports mob violence 
based on religion, caste, or eating habits
is at best, prejudice and at worst, 
dishonesty. I hang this case on some widely
reported incidents in my state to make
the argument specific but my three broad
themes – allegation vs conviction, story
vs data, and individual motivation vs 
group bias – are important considerations
in all incidents of mob violence.

First, allegation vs conviction. Two
important principles of justice are 
‘innocent until proven guilty’ and habeas
corpus (protection from unlawful deten-
tion). Like Rashomon, any violence 
usually involves different versions from
eye-witnesses, perpetrators and victims.
Good police work involves taking allega-
tions made by all sides, investigating
and presenting the case to a court for 
justice. Allegations are not convictions. 

In the Pratapgarh incident that 
involved the regrettable death of Zafar
Khan after an argument about open 
defecation, there are various versions of
where, at what time, and how the death
took place. His death was a tragedy, 
investigations are on, and anybody 
found guilty will be charged, convicted
and jailed. Similarly in the incident 
involving Pehlu Khan seven suspects 
have been arrested, cases registered,

and court challans filed. When proven
guilty, they will face punishment. 

Second, stories are more powerful
than data. This human instinct is 
amplified in India because of the scale
of our grinding poverty, painful history
and deep injustices. While every 
unnatural death is a tragedy that should
be prevented, it is a painful reality that
violence and human nature sometimes
go together. Over the last three years
there has been no change to the number
of deaths in Rajasthan (though both
murders and mob violence incidents
are lower in 2017 than in 2012) or communal
mob violence deaths in India. Unfort-
unately, roughly 22,500 people die of
natural and unnatural deaths in India
every day; every politician I know 
dreams everyday of reducing natural
deaths through better healthcare and
unnatural deaths through police 
reforms and social change.

Third, individual motivation vs 
group bias. Human beings are cracked

vessels; we aren’t perfect, don’t always
handle disagreements with dialogue,
and as individuals often suffer from racial,
religious or gender prejudices. But 
extrapolating individual acts to entire
groups – all Rajasthani men are chauvi-
nists, all members of BJP are intolerant,
etc – is unsound, unfair and unscientific. 

Leo Tolstoy wrote that happy families
are all alike but every unhappy family is
unhappy in its own way; most incidents
of mob violence involve a curious 
confluence of individual motivation, cir-

cumstances, and delayed police action.It is
shameful to debate whether the 
extreme right or extreme left is more 
violent and it is malicious to suggest some
state administrations are “blind in the
right eye”. Individuals must bear the full
consequence of their actions and gene-
ralisations about groups are unhelpful.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
emphatically and repeatedly described
all mob violence as illegal acts whose
perpetrators should suffer the full con-
sequences of their actions under law. As
a chief minister, I often compare notes
with my colleagues in other states and
all of us are clear that we never condone
violence, the Constitution is supreme,
and all citizens irrespective of race, 
religion, and gender are equal under law. 

I submit that anybody who suggests
that any political leader or political 
party supports mob violence is either
prejudiced (BJP’s nationalism and 
patriotism is inconsistent with tolerance)
or dishonest (data doesn’t matter when
narratives and stereotypes can be 
crafted). Of course the only consolation
for a victim’s family is justice and 
I acknowledge we need to work harder to
make our criminal justice system more
inclusive, speedy and fair. 

Many Indian metrics have gotten bet-
ter since 2014: life expectancy, literacy,
childbirth deaths, inflation, cleanliness,
economy formalisation, currency
strength and violent deaths. Lower 
violence is a global phenomenon. An 
interesting book by Steven Pinker called
The Better Angels of our Nature: Why
Violence has Declined suggests that five
forces – modern nation states, commerce,
feminisation, cosmopolitanism, and
education – have reframed violence as a
problem to be solved rather than a 
contest to be won. 

It is not my case that mob violence 
deaths in Rajasthan and India are zero, but
I recognise that zero is a goal that Rajast-
han and India should aspire to. The cur-
rent gap between our aspiration and our
reality is not a lie but a disappointment.
This is a gap that politicians may not close
in our lifetimes but we will die trying.

The writer is Chief Minister of Rajasthan

Mob Violence Is Unacceptable
The notion that anybody or any political party supports lynchings is prejudice

Vasundhara Raje

In the incident involving
Pehlu Khan seven suspects
have been arrested, cases
registered, and court
challans filed. When proven
guilty, they will face
punishment 

Internal feud between Kerala and West Bengal factions came to the
fore within CPM as their highest decision making body – central
committee – decided against nominating party general secretary

Sitaram Yechury for a third term in Rajya Sabha. The chief architect
of this decision is Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who said 
Yechury would not be able to do justice to his duties both in Parliament
and party affairs. Even as internal squabbles break out within the Left
it is getting steadily marginalised in national politics. CPM’s Lok 
Sabha numbers came down from 43 MPs in 2004 to just nine in 2014. The
Left needs to make immediate course correction in its ideology to 

remain relevant in today’s politics.
Yechury’s term expires next month

and elections for six seats from Bengal
will be held on August 8. The Bengal unit’s
proposal was shot down as other state
units were opposed to seeking Congress
support to re-elect Yechury. Differences
between the two factions have been 
simmering ever since Yechury threw his

weight behind CPM having an electoral understanding with 
Congress in the 2016 Bengal assembly polls.

Though Yechury took the blame for the subsequent poll fiasco, he
continues to be a proponent of a broad-based secular alliance. If the Left
wants to establish a dynamic equation with Congress – without having
to compromise in states where they are in direct contest like Kerala – all
it needs to do is take a leaf out of BJP’s book. BJP, for example, opposes
beef, yet its state units in north-east and Goa have defended it. The 
Left could arrive at a similar dual positioning vis-à-vis Congress. The
need of the hour is for the Left to address pressing political questions
constructively, in a manner that connects with people’s aspirations.

Kerala vs Bengal
Thwarting of Rajya Sabha nomination for
Yechury sign of Left’s internal squabbles

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
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A thought for today

Iam getting ready to leave for an early
morning surgery. Rushing to 
leave – but where are my spectacles? I

was the one who removed them before
going into the shower but now i could
not remember where i left them. I am
annoyed at myself for this cognitive
lapse. I was conscious when i removed
them and placed them somewhere – but
was not aware of where! The thought is
very unsettling – of being conscious, but
not aware. That makes me ponder:
What’s the difference between 
consciousness and awareness?

Nisargadatta Maharaj said, “Aware-
ness is primordial; it is the original
state, beginningless, endless, uncaused,
unsupported, without parts, without
change. Consciousness is on contact, a
reflection against a surface, a state of
duality. There can be no consciousness
without awareness, but there can be
awareness without consciousness, as in
deep sleep. Awareness is absolute,

consciousness is relative to its content;
consciousness is always of something.” 

I am aware of being conscious but
not conscious of being aware?

Is consciousness just a distinct
bubble in the sea of awareness? 

Consciousness is specific, and relies
on a subject-object duality. It becomes a
bridge, a vehicle of communication
between the subject and the
objective universe that the
subject perceives. Awareness is
unqualified, impersonal and
more generic. 

Consciousness is condensed
awareness that’s crystallised to
a locus in a spatio-temporal
matrix. A limited well defined
organism existing for a limited
period of time – the Self. 

The neural network is a
means of processing the form-
less, infinite awareness into a discrete,
finite form with a sense of separateness.
The sensory organs serve primarily to
distinguish the Self and generate an

again, “The awareness is there before
the ‘I am’ (or consciousness) appears,
and is there after the consciousness
disappears (unconsciousness 
or death).” 

So, the awareness is beyond even
universal consciousness. Another way
that he put this astonishing distinction
is by saying that the Absolute is “aware-
ness, unaware of itself ”. That statement
of his is almost like a Zen koan. This
awareness, unaware of itself, is referred
to as ‘Neneev’ in the scriptures. It is not
the opposite of consciousness. It is a
state of quantum super position: a state
that encompasses every conceivable
state and is limited only when a 
conscious observer reduces it to one of
all the possible states. 

Awareness generates as well as
transcends consciousness. In this
transcendental state of nonduality, i
will never need my spectacles, leave
alone the need to remember where i left
them. The writer is a neuro surgeon.

Post your comments at speakingtree.in

unambiguous delineation of one’s own
boundaries. 

Consciousness mandates the need of
an object to be conscious of. Conscious-
ness requires realisation of an objective
identity as “I am so-and-so, a person.” It
is still far away from the final realisa-
tion of the Absolute, that I am the non-
dual awareness which is allowing the

consciousness to be conscious.
Awareness shines through the
consciousness, but it is beyond
consciousness itself. 

There remains that 
impersonal awareness, the
witness who perceives the good
sound sleep, when the “I am”
consciousness was inactive
during deep sleep.

Out-of-body experiences
might just be a state where the
personal consciousness 

connects directly with the impersonal
unqualified awareness and witnesses
itself from without.

To quote Nisargadatta Maharaj

Consciously Unaware Or Unconsciously Aware?
Deepak M Ranade
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The history of free men is never really written 
by chance but by choice; their choice!
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India emerged
as a front 
runner in the
medical tourism
space as early as
the 1990s. Today,

the sector is valued at $3 billion
and has been witnessing a 
steady 22-25% growth year on 
year. Recent reports indicate
that it is expected to grow to $6
billion by 2018 and $8 billion by
2020. This seems like good news,
till we consider that the global
market for medical tourism is
approximately $100 billion.

US revenues in 2015 were in
the region of $60-$70 billion and
this is expected to double in the
next five years. Closer home, 
countries like Thailand, South
Korea, Singapore and Dubai are
rapidly emerging as serious
contenders in the field. How,
then, can India retain its lead in
this fiercely competitive field?

At the moment, India attracts
patients from Africa and the
Middle East as well as a trickle
from the US and Europe. Most 
people travel here for surgeries,
transplants, cancer and kidney
treatments, and in vitro fertilisa-
tion (IVF). Patients from US 
and Europe also come here for

cosmetic surgeries that are 
expensive in their countries and
most often not covered by 
insurance. India, of course, is
more than well equipped by way
of medical technology and skill
to address these issues. But what
does India need to do to leapfrog
from $6 billion to say $30 billion?

To answer that question, it is
important to consider India’s 
healthcare history. India is the
birthplace of some of the most
ancient and well-known branches

of medicine and holistic healing.
From yoga to Ayurveda and 
naturopathy, the country’s ex-
pertise in alternative medicine
and healthcare goes back centu-
ries, and encompasses an overall
focus on a healthy well-balanced
life. As modern life grows in

complexity and the incidence of
“lifestyle diseases” like diabetes,
hypertension and heart disease
increase, we have begun to 
comprehend the deep linkage of
the mind and spirit to the body.

Appreciation for the ancient
science of Ayurveda, and its abili-
ty to promote long term health
with no side effects, is also on the
rise not just in India but interna-
tionally as well. To truly capture
the global medical tourism mar-
ket, India should consider all its
strengths and market a holistic
healing approach. This also ma-
kes eminent sense given the afflu-
ent West’s growing preference for
organic products, vegan diets and
farm-to-table local produce.

If we do this, there is no doubt
we can step closer to the $30 
billion pie. The real challenge

comprehensive healthcare servi-
ces. To be successful the program-
me must chart a plan of action for
every phase of a medical tourist’s
journey. The country must estab-
lish strategic tie ups with the
MEA and Indian embassies for
easier visa approvals and on gro-
und support such as interpreter
help desks, transport, accommo-
dation in association with the To-
urism Department and the MHA.

Medical tourists accounted
for only 6.4% of total tourists,
but they contributed over 17%
of forex earnings in 2015. There
is a real chance of increasing
this exponentially with a more
holistic approach. The impact
on employment and skill deve-
lopment will be an added bonus. 

Most importantly, the income
from foreign patients can be
used to subsidise the cost of care
for domestic low income pati-
ents and improve public health-
care. With the rest of the world
gearing up to cash in on the me-
dical tourism space, it is impe-
rative for India to redesign and
restructure its value offerings
for international patients. 

It is time for India to use its
ancient knowledge to truly heal
the world.

The writer is Vice Chairman,
Apollo Hospitals

that India faces as always is in 
creating enabling infrastructure
and enacting patient-friendly
laws. India already boasts best in
class medical infrastructure at the
many JCI and NABH accredited
hospitals, and skilled human 
resources in the shape of doctors,
nurses and technicians. Indian
doctors already form an impressi-
ve proportion of western health-
care. They should be roped into
our marketing and advocacy 
campaigns by our embassies aro-
und the world. If we act now, we
can do in healthcare what our 
space programme has already 
demonstrated: global quality he-
althcare at one-tenth Western costs.

On the lines of Make in India
and Skill India, it is time for a 
comprehensive Heal in India 
campaign that promotes India’s

Heal in India: complement Make in India by delivering
quality healthcare at one-tenth of Western costs

Preetha Reddy

Medical tourists
accounted for only 6.4%
of total tourists but
contributed over 17% of
forex earnings in 2015.
There is a real chance of
increasing this
exponentially with a
more holistic approach
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Oslo: Scientists are sucking carbon
dioxide from the air with giant fans
and preparing to release chemicals
from a balloon to dim the sun’s rays
as part of a climate engineering
push to cool the planet.

Backers say the risky, often ex-
pensive projects are urgently nee-
ded to find ways of meeting the goals
of the Paris climate deal to curb glo-
bal warming that researchers blame
for causing more heatwaves, down-
pours and rising sea levels.

In the countryside near Zurich,
Swiss company Climeworks began
to suck greenhouse gases from thin
air in May with giant fans and filters
in a $23 million project that it calls
the world’s first “commercial car-
bon dioxide capture plant”.

Among new university research, a
Harvard geo-engineering project into
dimming sunlight to cool the planet
set up in 2016 has raised $7.5 million
from private donors. Harvard’s David
Keith and his team aims to release
about 1kilo of sun dimming material,
perhaps calcium carbonate, from a
high-altitude balloon above Arizona
next year to see how it affects the mi-
crophysics of the stratosphere. 

However, many experts fear that
pinning hopes on any technology to
fix climate change is a distraction
from cuts in emissions blamed for
heating the planet. The Paris Agree-
ment seeks to limit a rise in world
temperatures this century to less
than 2 degrees Celsius , ideally 1.5C
above pre-industrial times. REUTERS

To cool planet, scientists
use balloons, giant fans 
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Bella DePaulo is 63 years
old and she’s been single
her entire life.

“I never wanted to get
married. Living single was
my happily ever after,” De-
Paulo, a psychologist at the
University of California San-
ta Barbara and a pioneer for
the single life, said at a TEDx
Talk this spring.

DePaulo has studied sing-
les like herself for more than a
decade, and her findings sug-
gest that being single has a
range of benefits, from the
psychological to the physical.

“The beliefs that single pe-
ople are miserable, lonely, and
loveless, and want nothing mo-

re than to become unsingle are
just myths,” DePaulo wrote on
the blog PsychCentral in 2013.

In 2016, she combed thro-
ugh more than 800 studies of

single and married people and
found that her own work isn’t
the only research to suggest
that being single could have so-
me tangible health benefits —
from stronger social networks
to a healthier body. 

Among the advantages of
singledom, singles have a
stronger social network than
their married counterparts.

In 2015, social scientists Na-
talia Sarkisian and Naomi
Gerstel set out to explore how
ties to relatives, neighbours,
and friends varied among
single and married American
adults. They found that singles
were not only more likely to
frequently reach out to their

were single and had never be-
en married worked out more
frequently each week compa-
red with their married or di-
vorced peers.

And a 2015 study in the jo-
urnal Social Science and Me-
dicine that compared body
mass indexes for about 4,500
people across nine European
countries found that single
men and women had slightly
lower BMIs, on average, than
men and women who were
married. Overall, the married
couples also weighed about fi-
ve more pounds, on average,
than the singles.

Single people could be mo-
re likely to develop as indivi-

duals. The National Survey of
Families and Households that
compared over 1,000 people
who had always been single
with around 3,000 people who
had been continuously marri-
ed in 1998, found that the sing-
les in the sample were more
likely to experience personal
growth than the married ones. 

Single people may embra-
ce alone time — and benefit
from it — more than married
people. According to psychot-
herapist Amy Morin, solitu-
de can have a range of bene-
fits for your mental health. 

It may also help you be mo-
re productive and more crea-
tive. BUSINESS INSIDER

social networks, but also ten-
ded to provide and receive help
from these people than their
married peers. 

Put simply, “being single
increases the social connec-
tions of both women and
men,” Sarkisian and Gerstel
wrote in their paper.

Singles may be more physi-
cally fit. There may be some
truth to the idea that people
who “settle down” ease into
unhealthier habits, at least
when it comes to some measu-
res of physical fitness.

After surveying more
than 13,000 men and women
between ages 18 and 64, rese-
archers found that those who

Not Being Married Can Have Benefits Like Stronger Social Networks, A Healthier Body
I don’t: Why staying single is good for you

Ian Johnston

Sperm counts have plung-
ed by nearly 60% in just
40 years among men li-

ving in the West, according to
a major review of scientific
studies that suggests the mo-
dern world is causing serious
damage to men’s health. Pes-
ticides, hormone-disrupting
chemicals, diet, stress, smo-
king and obesity have all been
“plausibly associated” with
the problem, which is associa-
ted with a range of other ill-
nesses such as testicular can-
cer and a generally increased
mortality rate.

The researchers who car-
ried out the review said the ra-
te of decline
had showed no
sign of “level-
ling off” in recent years. The
same trend was not seen in So-
uth America, Africa and Asia,
although the scientists said fe-
wer studies had been carried
out there. Writing in the jour-
nal Human Reproduction Up-
date, the researchers — from
Israel, US, Denmark, Brazil
and Spain — said total sperm
count had fallen by 59.3% bet-
ween 1971 and 2011 in Europe,
North America, Australia
and New Zealand. Sperm con-
centration fell by 52.4%. 

“Sperm count and other
semen parameters have been
plausibly associated with
multiple environmental in-
fluences, including endocri-
ne disrupting chemicals, pes-

ticides, heat and lifestyle fac-
tors, including diet, stress,
smoking and body-mass in-
dex,” the paper said.

“Therefore, sperm count
may sensitively reflect the im-
pacts of the modern environ-
ment on male health throug-
hout the life course.”

Chemicals linked to lowe-
ring sperm count include so-
me used to make plastics flex-
ible and flame retardants
used in furniture. A diet high
in alcohol, caffeine, proces-
sed meat, soy and potatoes
may have an adverse effect on
male fertility. Aside from the
obvious implications for re-
production, the researchers
said the declines were consis-

tent with re-
ported trends
in testicular

cancer, the number of child-
ren born with one or both tes-
ticles missing, the onset of
male puberty and total testos-
terone levels.

Professor Richard Sharpe,
of Edinburgh University, said
the study appeared to show
that the decrease was “real be-
yond any reasonable doubt”.
He said that across Northern
Europe today more than 15%
of young men had a sperm co-
unt low enough to “impair the-
ir fertility”. He added that this
effect, when combined with
the trend for women to have a
baby in their thirties, created
a “double whammy for couple
fertility in modern Western
societies”. THE INDEPENDENT

Sperm counts in
the West plunge
by 60% in 40 yrs

Plastic microparticles are getting into the
flesh of fish eaten by humans, according to

a new study. A team of scientists from Malaysia
and France discovered a total of 36 tiny pieces
of plastic in the bodies of 120 mackerel, ancho-
vies, mullets and croakers. They warned that as
plastic attracts toxins in the environment, these
poisons could be released into people’s bodies
after they ate the fish. The plastics found in-
cluded nylon, polystyrene and polyethylene. 
The researchers, however, said it was unclear
whether the particles were actually carrying
toxic chemicals so “we cannot evaluate the
health risks at this moment”. 

New DNA sunscreen protects skin the
more it is exposed to sun: Scientists have
developed a sunscreen made out of DNA that
gets better at protecting skin from ultraviolet
light the more you expose it to the sun. Re-
searchers developed thin and optically transpar-
ent crystalline DNA films and irradiated them
with UV light. They found that the more they
exposed the film to UV light, the better the film
got at absorbing it. As an added bonus, the DNA
coatings are also hygroscopic, meaning that
skin coated with the DNA films can store and
hold water much more than uncoated skin. 

Glow-in-the-dark miniature shark 
species found: Scientists have discovered a new
species of glow-in-the-dark shark that has an
unusually large nose, weighs about two pounds
and measures less than a foot. The new species is
a member of the Lanternshark family which was
found 1,000 feet below the Pacific Ocean off the
coast of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. It has
taken more than 17 years to identify this new
species — Etmopterus lailae — since it was first
discovered, researchers said.

SHORT CUTS

Fish eaters are ingesting
plastic microparticles

Washington: Feeling stressed
while at work? Playing video ga-
mes may help, say scientists who
suggest that engaging in such en-
joyable activities during short
breaks can help employees re-
charge themselves.

People regularly experience
cognitive fatigue related to
stress, frustration, and anxiety
while at work. Those in safety-
critical fields, such as air traffic
control and health care, are at an
even greater risk for cognitive fa-
tigue, which could lead to errors.

Given the amount of time that
people spend playing games on
their smartphones and tablets, re-
searchers wanted to evaluate
whether playing video games is an
effective way to combat workplace
stress during rest breaks.

Researchers from University
of Central Florida in the US used
a computer-based task to induce
cognitive fatigue in 66 partici-
pants, who were then given a five-
minute rest break. During the
break, participants either play-
ed a video game, participated in a

guided relaxation activity, or sat
quietly in the testing room wit-
hout using a phone or computer.

Those who took a silent rest
break reported that they felt less
engaged with work and experi-
enced worry as a result, whereas
those who participated in the gu-
ided relaxation activity saw re-
ductions in negative affect and
distress. Only the video game
players reported that they felt
better after taking the break.

The study was published in
the journal Human Factors. PTI

Video game breaks can beat stress at work

WATERY PARTY 
AFP

Aquarists deliver a ‘cake’ — made of cabbages, carrots and sweet
potato leaves — for Canola, a manatee (commonly known as a sea
cow), to celebrate its third birthday at the River Safari in Singapore. A
jazz band played at the party attended by dozens of schoolchildren

NOT READY TO MINGLE

Getty Images/iStockphoto

Getty Images/iStockphoto

GAME ON: Scientists suggest short
breaks can help employees recharge 

LIFESTYLE EFFECT
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US President Donald
Trump announced a
ban on transgenders

serving in the military on
Wednesday, opening up anot-
her political firefight while,
for the most part, pleasing 
his conservative, Middle Ame-
rican base.

“After consultation with
my Generals and military ex-
perts, please be advised that
the United States Government
will not accept or allow trans-
gender individuals to serve in
any capacity in the US Milita-
ry,” Trump wrote on Twitter in
a surprise announcement. 

“Our military must be fo-
cused on decisive and over-
whelming victory and cannot
be burdened with the tremen-
dous medical costs and disrup-
tion that transgender in the
military would entail.” 

The move reversed the
transgenders’ hard-won
rights during the Obama ad-
ministration to serve in the
military, among the several
Obama-era liberal and pro-
gressive advances that Trump
has rolled back. By some acco-

unts there are more than 15,000
transgender personnel in the
US military. There is now gro-
wing apprehension that the is-
sue of sexual orientation may
take centerstage as conserva-
tives seek to push back liberal
gains of the last several years.

Coming on top of several
contentious issues — notably
healthcare — already roiling
the country, the strike against
transgenders surprised both

so taken aback. “No Ameri-
can, no matter their sexual
orientation or gender identi-
ty, should be prohibited from
honour + privilege of serving
our nation #LGBT,” tweeted
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, a Flori-
da Republican who has a
transgender son.

Also opposed to the
Trump strike against trans-
genders — Senate Armed Ser-
vices committee chairman
John McCain, who came to
the Hill from the hospital bed
yesterday to give the presi-
dent a fighting chance to re-
peal Obamacare. McCain’s
daughter Megan McCain is a
gay rights activist who sup-
ports same-sex marriage, gay
adoption, and gays and lesbi-
ans serving in the military.

Trump opened up the new
front even as he continued to
harangue his own cabinet
colleague, administration ap-
pointees and GOP lawma-
kers. For the third day run-
ning, he hounded his attor-
ney general Jeff Sessions,
while admonishing another
Republican Senator, Alaska’s
Lisa Murkowski, for not sup-
porting him on the Obamaca-
re repeal effort.

math of the Orlando nightclub
shooting, adding, “As a Repub-
lican, I’m so happy to hear you
cheering for what I just said.”

Turns out that was either
posturing or the ultraconser-
vative wing of the party preva-
iled on him. As it is, conserva-
tive media outlets such as
Drudge Report and Breitbart
News are starting to turn criti-
cal because they are disappo-
inted with the president not
pressing forward with their
conservative agenda.

Even India, with all the so-
cial stigma attached to trans-
genders (called hijras), has
made modest advances, in-
cluding a transgender rights
bill that calls for legal and ci-
vil rights despite the concur-
rent criminalisation of ho-
mosexuality.

Expectedly, the White Ho-
use strike against transgen-
ders outraged Democrats and
liberals. “Every patriotic
American who is qualified to
serve in our military should
be able to serve. Full stop,” ra-
ged former vice-president
Joe Biden even as legal chal-
lenges were being discussed
in some quarters. Some Re-
publican lawmakers were al-

Donald Trump critics and sup-
porters because he had pre-
sented himself during the pre-
sidential campaign as a friend
of the LGBT community and a
moderate on the issue. 

To applause from the mo-
derate wing of the party at the
Republican convention, he
promised to protect LGBTQ
community “from the violen-
ce and oppression of a hateful
foreign ideology” in the after-

Trump bans transgenders from military
Move Reverses Community’s Hard-Won Rights During Obama Administration

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

It was a woolly ride, but three
wild rabbits managed to

escape rising floodwaters in
New Zealand by clambering
aboard sheep and surfing to
safety on their backs. Ferg
Horne, 64, says he's been
farming since 15 and has never
seen anything quite like it. He
said the rabbits appeared to
cling onto the wool with their
paws. As they approached the
higher ground, the rabbits fell
off but managed to climb a
hedge to safety.

Woman held for wrecking
ex’s violins worth $950,000:
A woman has been arrested in
Japan on suspicion of de-
stroying 54 violins and 70 bows
worth $950,000 that were
owned by her ex-husband. The
collection included an Italian-
made instrument worth
$445,000. “She is suspected of
entering the home by breaking
a window sometime between
January 30 and February 19 in
2014,” police said. At that time,
the couple were reportedly in
the middle of a divorce, which
was completed last year.

Experts called to catch
tarantula, but it’s a toy:
A UK woman called in experts
to catch a tarantula the “size
of her hand” in a cupboard at
her home only to discover it
was a toy. Inspector Nikki

Denham was prepared with
gloves and nets to trap the
spider, but after shining a
torch saw it was plastic.
Denham said the toy was
shown to the woman’s 
young son who confirmed 
it was his.

Thais release 1,066 turtles
to celebrate king’s b’day:
Hundreds of people gathered
at a beach in Thailand on
Wednesday to release 1,066
turtles into the sea as part of
celebrations to mark the
birthday of new King Maha
Vajiralongkorn. The number

1,066 was chosen to symbolise
the number 10 for King Rama
X, as King Vajiralongkorn is
known, and the number 66,
one more than his age, to wish
the king longevity.

400,000 loan a/c details of
Italian bank hacked: The
accounts of some 400,000
customers at Italy’s largest
bank have been hacked, with
the loss of data on loans, but
not account passwords. The
bank, UniCredit, said the
hackers breached the system
through an unidentified ex-
ternal commercial partner.

AROUND THE WORLD

Cardinal George Pell (above) leaves a court in Melbourne on 
Wednesday amid high police presence after his first appearance on
charges of sexual abuse. He has vowed to fight the allegations that
have rocked Rome and threatened Pope Francis’s image as a crusader
against abusive clergy. Pell is the most senior Vatican official ever to
be charged in the Catholic Church sex abuse crisis

Rabbits surf on
sheep to flee
floods in NZ

Reuters

Sewell Chan

It turns out that sex after 50
has value after all. That was
the judgment of Europe’s

top human rights court when it
rejected a decision by Portugu-
ese judges that reduced dama-
ges to a middle-aged woman
who could not have sex after a
botched operation. The surgery
—which occurred in 1995, when
she was 50 — happened at “an
age when sex is not as impor-
tant,” the judges ruled in 2014.
The decision provoked accusa-
tions of sexism and ageism.

Maria Ivone Carvalho Pin-
to de Sousa Morais, now 72,

no longer have sex. She consi-
dered suicide. It turned out
that one of her nerves had be-
en injured during the surgery.

Morais sued, and in 2013, a
court ordered the hospital to
pay her ¤80,000 in compensa-
tion for her suffering, and abo-
ut ¤16,000 for a maid to help her.
But in 2014, Portugal’s Supreme
Administrative Court reduced
the compensation by a third. 

The European court found
the decision reflected “prejudi-
ces prevailing in judiciary in
Portugal.” It noted that two
men, in their 50s, had been
awarded greater damages in si-
milar cases. NYT NEWS SEVICE

month she turned 50, at the gy-
necology department of Cen-
tral Lisbon Hospital.

The operation left her with
severe pain, depression and in-
continence. She had trouble
sitting and walking. She could

is the international recogni-
tion of a personal injustice.” .

Morais was in her late 40s
when she was diagnosed with a
vaginal disease known as Bart-
holinitis in 1993. She under-
went surgery in May 1995, the

challenged the decision in the
European Court of Human
Rights in France. On Tuesday,
the court ruled, 5 to 2, in her fa-
vour. “The question at issue he-
re is not considerations of age
or sex... but the assumption
that sexuality is not as impor-
tant for a 50-year-old woman
and mother of two as for some-
one younger,” the court said.
“That assumption reflects a
traditional idea of female sexu-
ality as being essentially linked
to childbearing purposes and
thus ignores its physical and
psychological relevance.”

Morais’s lawyer, Vítor Ma-
nuel Parente Ribeiro, said, “It

Sex for women after 50 important: European court 

David E Sanger

Washington: American in-
telligence agencies have
shortened their estimate — to
one year — of how long it wo-
uld take North Korea to put
the finishing touches on a nu-
clear-tipped missile that can
reach the continental United
States, according to admini-
stration officials. Previouly,
the estimate was it would take
four years. 

But a July 4 test that cros-
sed a major threshold has for-
ced experts to conclude that
their estimates have been too
conservative. In the test, a
missile carried a warhead
1,700 miles into space, and re-

ses “the capacity to strike US
with any degree of accuracy
or reasonable confidence of
success.” NYT NEWS SERVICE

vice-chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said the test
stopped short of demonstra-
ting that North Korea posses-

turned it in a sharp parabola.
If the trajectory was flattened
out, the missile could strike
Alaska. General Paul Selva,

12K EVACUATED AFTER FOREST FIRES IN FRANCE
AFP

People leave a beach in Bormes-les-Mimosas, southeastern France, on Wednesday after a widfire tore
through the forest of La Londe-les-Maures. About 12,000 people, including thousands of holidaymakers,
were evacuated from three Riviera towns. About 600 firefighters were sent into the region as the blaze,
which took off in the dry Mediterranean forests on Monday, burnt 1,300 hectares of forest land

London: Britain will ban the
sale of new petrol- and diesel-
powered cars from 2040 to get
them off the roads altogether
10 years later, environment
minister Michael Gove said
on Wednesday. 

The government has been
under pressure to take steps
to reduce air pollution after
losing legal cases brought by
campaign groups, and in May
set out proposals for a scrap-
page scheme to get rid of pol-
luting vehicles. Ahead of the
June polls, the Conservatives
pledged to make “almost eve-
ry car and van” zero-emis-
sion by 2050. “Today we are
confirming there should be
no new diesel or petrol vehi-
cles by 2040,” Gove said. 

The step will accelerate
the decline of diesel cars in
Europe’s second biggest mar-
ket, where they are blamed
for poor air quality. The

Volkswagen emissions scan-
dal has added to concerns. 

Gove also said they would
make $260 million available
to local authorities for sche-
mes to restrict diesel vehi-
cles’ access to polluted roads.
He said he favoured road-by-
road curbs for diesel vehicles
rather than outright bans or
costly scrappage schemes,
but did not rule them out enti-
rely if they were authorities’
preferred options.

Earlier this month, Volvo
became the first major auto-
maker to set a date for pha-
sing out internal combustion
engine vehicles by saying all
its car models after 2019 wo-
uld be electric or hybrids. Mi-
ke Hawes, CEO of the Society
of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders, said consumers sho-
uld be given incentives to buy
such cars and the move would
cost jobs. REUTERS

UK to ban sale
of petrol, diesel
cars from 2040

North Korea has threatened
a nuclear strike on “the

heart of the US” if it attempted
to remove Kim Jong-un as
supreme leader, Pyongyang’s
state-run news agency repo-
rted on Wednesday, quoting a
spokesman from the foreign
ministry. The threat came after
CIA director Mike Pompeo said
the US needed to separate Kim
from his nuclear stockpile. IANS

‘Will strike heart of
US if threatened’

Matt Flegenheimer

Washington: The House app-
roved a sweeping package of
sanctions against Russia on
Wednesday, clearing a key
hurdle in Congress’s effort —
long opposed by the Trump ad-
ministration — to punish Mo-
scow for its aggression toward
its neighbours and its interfe-
rence in last year’s election.

The 419-3 vote brings
Trump one step closer to a cho-
ice he has strained to avoid:
whether to sign legislation em-
braced by Republicans in both
the House and the Senate that
undercuts his attempts to ratc-
het down tensions with Mo-
scow, or to veto the bill even as
Russia-related scandal consu-
mes his administration.

The measure will limit
Trump’s ability to lift or su-
spend curbs. It also includes
sanctions against Iran and
North Korea. The legislation
must be taken up by the Senate
before being sent to the presi-
dent’s desk. Senator Mitch
McConnell, the majority lea-
der, has not said whether it
might happen before the Au-
gust recess. The Senate sup-
ported a similar bill nearly
unanimously last month, but
it punished only Russia and
Iran. “Left unchecked, Russia
is sure to continue its aggres-
sion,” said Representative Ed

Royce, Republican of Califor-
nia and the chairman of the fo-
reign affairs committee. He sa-
id it was “well past time that
we forcefully respond” to the
conduct of all three countries.

Speaker Paul Ryan chee-
red the passage of “one of the
most expansive sanctions
packages in history.” Initially,
officials signalled that the pre-
sident would sign the measu-
re. But on Tuesday, press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders
said, “While the president sup-
ports tough sanctions on
North Korea, Iran and Russia,
the White House is reviewing
the legislation and awaits a fi-
nal legislative package for the
president’s desk.” Eliot Engel,
the top Democrat on foreign af-
fairs panel, called the bill “a
strong, direct response to Pu-
tin’s efforts to undermine Us
democracy.” NYT NEWS SERVICE

Legislation Will Be Taken Up By
Senate, Then Go To President

US House OKs curbs on Russia 

Brussels: The European
Union warned on Wednesday
that it was ready to act within
days to counter proposed new
US sanctions on Russia, say-
ing they would harm the bloc’s
energy security. 

EU officials said the move
would break transatlantic uni-
ty. Brussels also fears the new
sanctions will harm European
firms with connections to Rus-
sia, and oil and gas projects on
which the EU is dependent.
“The US bill could have unin-
tended unilateral effects that
impact the EU’s energy securi-
ty interests,” EU chief executi-
ve Jean-Claude Juncker said. 

“If our concerns are not ta-
ken into account, we stand rea-
dy to act within a matter of da-
ys. ‘America First’ cannot me-
an that Europe’s interests co-
me last,” he said. 

A EU document laid out
the EU’s plans to seek “de-
monstrable reassurances”
that the White House would
not use the bill to target EU in-
terests. The bloc will also use
an EU regulation allowing it to
defend firms against the appli-
cation of extraterritorial mea-
sures by the US. 

If diplomacy fails, Brus-
sels plans to file a complaint at
the World Trade Organiza-

tion. “In addition, the prepara-
tion of a substantive response
that would deter the U.S. from
taking measures against EU
companies could be conside-
red,” it says. However, most
measures will require appro-
val from all 28 EU member go-
vernments. 

Despite changes to the US
bill that took into account so-
me EU concerns, Brussels said
the legislation could still hin-
der upkeep of the gas pipeline
network in Russia that feeds
into Ukraine and supplies a
quarter of EU needs. REUTERS

Sanctions vote
opens rift with EU

Moscow: Russia warned on
Wednesday that new Ameri-
can sanctions would take the
already battered ties into un-
charted waters and said it was
close to taking retaliatory me-
asures of its own.

Moscow had hoped Trump
would work to repair a rela-
tionship which had slumped
to a post-Cold War low but has
watched with frustration as al-
legations that Moscow interfe-
red with last year’s election
and concerns over Trump ai-
des’ Russia ties have killed off
hopes of detente.

Russian deputy foreign mi-
nister Sergei Ryabkov said the
latest US move left no room to
improve ties between Moscow
and Washington in the near fu-
ture and took the relationship
into uncharted waters. “This
is already having an extreme-
ly negative impact on the pro-
cess of normalising our rela-
tions.” If Trump does sign on
the bill then Russia looks lik-
ely to retaliate, with Ryabkov
insisting Moscow has warned
Washington “dozens of times”
that any new sanctions would
“not go unanswered”. Russia
said earlier that too many US
spies operated in Russia under
diplomatic cover and that it
might expel some. REUTERS

Russia warns
of retaliatory

measures

President Trump with wife Melania in Ohio. Trump told supporters that US
was one step closer to liberation from the ‘Obamacare nightmare’. On
transgenders, Trump said: ‘Our military must be focused on decisive and
overwhelming victory and cannot be burdened with the tremendous
medical costs and disruption that transgender in the military would entail’

AP

House Speaker Paul Ryan called
the passage of the legislation as
‘one of the most expansive
sanctions packages in history’

AP

➤ France to end sale of petrol, 
diesel cars by 2040. In Paris, 
diesel vehicles registered 
before 1997 banned already

➤ Norway to allow sales of 
only electric cars by 2025

➤ The Netherlands has 
mooted a 2025 ban for diesel 
and petrol cars, along with 

Belgium and Switzerland
➤ German cities Berlin,
Cologne, Munich keen on 2030 
phase-out of diesel vehicles
➤ India wants to switch to 
battery power by 2030 
➤ Madrid (Spain) to ban diesel 
cars by 2025; Barcelona to start 
phasing out old cars by 2019

HOW COUNTRIES 
ARE GOING GREEN

Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhani said on Wednesday

his country would respond if a
bill in the US Congress imposing
sanctions on people involved in
Iran’s ballistic missile
programme became a law.
Rouhani said Iran would “take
any action that is necessary for
the country’s expedience and
interests” and show “recipro-
cal” reaction to the law. “If the
enemy breaches parts of the
deal, we will breach parts of it. If
they breach the entire deal, we
will breach it in its entirety.” AP

‘Iran will respond if
missile law passes’
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DIANA’S BROTHER SAYS ROBBERS HAVE TRIED TO
DIG UP PRINCESS’S GRAVE AT LEAST FOUR TIMES

ROBERT PATTINSON SAYS HE ONCE GOT EXPELLED
FROM SCHOOL FOR SELLING PORN MAGAZINES

LAWS ARE LIKE SAUSAGES,
IT IS BETTER NOT TO SEE
THEM BEING MADE 

—OTTO VON BISMARCK

‘N Korean missile may reach US in a year’
Ajit Ninan

Melbourne: A Sikh man in
New Zealand was asked to
take off his kirpan and “get
out” of a bus when a pas-
senger called police in panic
after seeing the ceremonial
knife, a media report said on
Wednesday.

Police boarded the bus in
Auckland on Tuesday after
the Sikh passenger was seen
carrying the ceremonial
knife. “We looked out the
window and we could see
and the police car behind us
with sirens blaring and ar-
med men all around us. One
policeman stormed into the
bus with a gun in his hand
and said to the guy, ‘Get your
hands up so we can see them
and get out of the bus’,” a
witness said. 

The passenger, in his 20s,
was wearing a turban and
had a “sword-like” kirpan
behind his back on the left
side, which the police remo-
ved, said the witness. PTI

Sikh told to
remove kirpan
on bus in NZ

Houston: An Asian-origin
teacher has decided to sue
United Airlines as she was
forced to hold her two-year-
old son on her lap after the
airlines gave away the todd-
ler’s seat to a standby pas-
senger, according to a media
report. Shirley Yamauchi
said she hopes her lawsuit
will help protect other pas-
sengers from such treat-
ment. “United said they wo-
uld change and I want to see
that happen. I don’t want
anymore passengers pos-
sibly in danger,” she said. 

Yamauchi, a Kapolei
Middle School teacher, held
her toddler, Taizo, for the en-
tire three-and-a-half hour
flight from Houston to Bos-
ton. As children over the age 
of two years are required to
have their own seat, she pur-
chased a ticket for her son,
Taizo, paying almost USD
1,000 each ticket. When she
brought the problem up to
flight attendants, Yamauchi
said she was ignored.

The airline did not re-
spond to her until five days la-
ter, saying agents inaccurate-
ly scanned Taizo’s boarding
pass, the report said. When
asked for comment about the
potential lawsuit, United sa-
id, “We reached out to Ms Ya-
mauchi to apologise to her
and her son, and we also re-
funded their tickets.” PTI

Woman forced
to carry child
on lap sues 
US airline

The European Court of Human Rights overturned a
2014 ruling in which Portuguese judges had
reduced damages to a woman who could not have
sex after a botched operation. The surgery —
which occurred in 1995, when she was 50 — 
happened at ‘an age when sex is not as 
important’, the judges ruled in 2014
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JAMES QUINCEY-LED COCA-COLA’S PROFIT BEATS 
ESTIMATES ON JUICES, LOW-SUGAR SODAS

ROBERT BAKISH RUN-VIACOM TO MAKE ALL-CASH DEAL
TO BUY US-BASED SCRIPPS NETWORKS, SAYS REPORT

Bengaluru/Mumbai: Chine-
se internet major Tencent is lik-
ely to lay one of its most signifi-
cant bets in India as it closes in
on a $400-million (over Rs 2,500-
crore) investment in the home-
grown ride-hailing startup Ola,
two people close to the matter
said. The capital from Tencent
will give much-needed firepo-
wer to Ola, which has been on a
fund-raising trail since last year
and been wanting to get on bo-
ard a heavyweight investor to
offset SoftBank’s dominance as
the largest shareholder in the
Bengaluru-based company.

This will be Ola’s largest
fund-raise in about two years,
since it mopped up $500 million
from the likes of Singapore’s so-
vereign wealth fund GIC, Chi-
na’s largest taxi aggregator Di-
di Chuxing and Scottish invest-
ment fund Baillie Gifford,
among others, in 2015.

Tencent, an investor in Didi
Chuxing which in turn holds a
small stake in Ola, has been the
most active late-stage investor
here in India after it took a wa-
ger on Flipkart in a $1.4-billion
financing round and backed on-
line education platform Byju’s.

“The deal with Tencent is
an extension of the funding ro-
und which kicked off last year.
Ola wanted to get a more stra-
tegic investor with a long-term
view of the market, which is
where Tencent fits in,” said a

person familiar with the deve-
lopment on the condition of
anonymity. Ola’s valuation,
which had hit $4.5 billion two
years ago, came down last year
in November when SoftBank
pumped in capital at $3 billion. 

But since then, the taxi hai-
ling app has shored up further
capital at an increased valua-
tion of $3.5 billion. In the past
year, the taxi aggregator has
racked up capital from Soft-
Bank, along with a few smaller
investors like hedge fund Tekne

Capital Management and Rata
Tata’s RNT Capital Advisors.

We could not ascertain the
exact valuation at which Ten-
cent has ploughed the fresh
funds in the company.

This deal, if done, will come
at a time when Ola’s investor
SoftBank is banding together
all the anti-Uber entities like Di-
di Chuxing and Grab Taxi, both
of which have received funds
from the Masayoshi Son-led Ja-
panese group recently. Grab rai-
sed $2.5 billion from SoftBank
and Didi to muscle out Uber
from southeast Asia. This grou-
ping is evidently posing a huge
threat to the already troubled
San Francisco-based transpor-
tation company, which saw its
go-for-broke founder & CEO
Travis Kalanick step down
when a string of sexual harass-
ment and workplace issues eng-
ulfed the startup.

For full report, log on to
www.timesofindia.com

Fund-Raise Is Local Cab App’s Biggest Since $500M In 2015

China’s Tencent may put
$400m in Ola to fight Uber

Ola has been planning to 
get on board a big investor 
for a year now

It intends to counter 
the influence of 
SoftBank, currently the 
largest shareholder in 
the Bengaluru-based startup

The development follows 
moves by SoftBank to globally 

group together all anti-Uber 
rivals like Didi Chuxing 

and Grab Taxi
If deal is completed, 

it will be the latest one 
for Tencent after its 

involvement in a $1.4bn 
round for Flipkart and another 
investment in edu-tech 
startup Byju’s

RUNNING UP A MEGA TAB
Digbijay Mishra & 

Samidha Sharma TNN

New Delhi: The Cabinet on
Wednesday raised the invest-
ment limit on Sovereign Gold
Bonds (SGBs) for individuals to
4kg per fiscal year from the cur-
rent 500 gms and unveiled seve-
ral other changes to make it
more attractive for investors.

The investment limit per fi-
scal year has been increased to 4
kg for Hindu Undivided Family
and 20 kg for trusts and similar
entities notified by the govern-
ment from time to time, a state-
ment from the finance ministry
said. The ceiling will be counted
on financial year basis and will
include SGBs purchased during
trading in the secondary mar-
ket. Investment will not include
holdings as collateral by banks
and financial institutions.

“SGBs will be available ‘on
tap’. Based on the consultation
with NSE, BSE, banks and 
department of post, features 
of product to emulate ‘on tap’
sale would be finalised by the
ministry of finance,” the state-
ment said.

To improve liquidity and
tradability of SGBs, appropria-
te market making initiatives
will be devised. Market players
could be commercial banks or
any other public sector entity,
such as MMTC or any other en-
tity as decided by the govern-
ment. Flexibility has been gi-
ven to the government to allow
higher commission to agents.

Specific changes have been
made in the attributes of the
scheme to make it more attrac-
tive, mobilise finances as per
the target and reduce the eco-
nomic strains caused by im-
ports of gold and reduce the
Current Account Deficit.

Flexibility has been given
to finance ministry to design
and introduce variants of
SGBs with different interest ra-
tes and risk protection.

Sovereign
gold bond 

investment
cap hiked
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

4KG EACH 
FISCAL YEAR

Mumbai: In the life cycle of
a product, at times it gains
so much popularity that the
brand name becomes gene-
ric. In the past, LIC was sy-
nonymous with life insu-
rance, Xerox meant photo-
copying and people asked
for Bisleri when they meant
mineral water. The mutual
fund industry is witnessing
a similar trend — SIP, the
acronym for systematic in-
vestment plan, is often be-
ing identified, even by well-
off people, as an asset class
rather than being just a rou-
te to invest in an assets like
equity, debt or gold.

“A few weeks ago in an
international flight, a CEO
of a manufacturing compa-
ny told me he doesn’t invest
in mutual funds. His banker
has advised him to put mo-
ney in SIPs and he’s happy
doing that,” a top official at
a mutual fund house told
TOI. And this is not a rare
case. MF distributors in the
field say that they often hear
people say, “Humein shares
mein paisa dalna hai, SIP
mein dalna hai, mutual
fund mein dalna hai aur so-
na bhi kharidna hai (I want
to invest in stocks, in SIPs,
in mutual funds and I also
want to buy gold).” 

This journey of SIP from
being a totally alien facilita-
tor to a hugely popular in-
vestment route has taken
about two decades. Latest
data show in June 2017 alone
1.5 crore investors brought
in nearly Rs 4,900 crore into
the MF industry’s fold. In
comparison, FIIs have put in
Rs 3,600 crore. During these
years, from regulators to
banks, fund houses to distri-
butors and investors — all
have played important roles,

fund veterans said.
SIP was introduced in

1996, a couple of years after
foreign players were allo-
wed into India’s MF sector.
At that time, closed-ended
funds were the most popu-
lar MF products in which in-
vestors came in only during
bull rallies. “That was the ti-
me when we were searching

for some product that could
be sold in all markets, and
which could also take care
of excessive market volatili-
ty,” said Suraj Kaeley, group
president (sales & marke-
ting), UTIMF. “Then we bor-
rowed the concept from the
US’ dollar-cost averaging
method and 401K pension
investments, and introdu-
ced SIP to Indian investors,”
Kaeley, considered to be the
man who pioneered the con-
cept in India, said.

One of the main reasons
for the spread of SIP culture
is that the timing of invest-
ment through this route
matches perfectly with the
earning cycles of salaried
people. “Salaried people

earn on a monthly basis and
through the SIP route they
invest on a monthly basis.
Here, investors’ inflow of
funds and outflow for invest-
ment is in perfect rhythm,”
explained the head of SIPs
at a domestic fund house.

Over the years, markets
also helped in popularising
SIPs. “Soon after the 2008

market crash, a lot of inves-
tors stopped their SIPs. But
as the market rallied to a new
peak in less than three years,
they realised their mistake.
People remember that lesson
and now most investors don’t
stop SIP due to market volati-
lity,” the fund house official
said. In the last five years, the
relatively low returns from
gold, real estate and decli-
ning rate of interest on FDs
also prompted investors to
invest in the stock market
through the SIP route.

According to industry
veterans, it was Franklin
Templeton MF that laun-
ched SIP in India. 

1.5cr SIP a/cs infuse
`̀4.9k cr just in June

Gain From Sebi Push, Salaried Class
Riding On Mkt Rally & Tech Innovations

Partha.Sinha@timesgroup.com

POPULAR ROUTE

No. of SIP accounts (in lakhs)

SINCE APRIL 2015, NO. OF SIP ACCOUNTS HAVE DOUBLED AND 
MONTHLY INVESTMENT HAS GROWN 2.5 TIMES

Monthly investment (in `cr)

Apr ’15 Apr ’15Jun ’17 Jun ’17

67

144

1,848

4,621

Humein shares mein paisa dalna hai, SIP mein dalna hai, mutual 
fund mein dalna hai aur sona bhi kharidna hai (I want to invest 

in stocks, in SIPs, in mutual funds and I also want to buy gold)
— What people often say to MF distributors in the field

Source: CAMS (This represents about 95% of the industry AUM)
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� Continued on P 24

New Delhi: Parle has hit the
rewind button. The company
that was founded in Vile Parle,
Mumbai in 1929, has firmed up
plans to turn its focus back on
confectionary as the future of
its mainstay biscuits looks ble-
ak. While Parle started opera-
tions in British India with con-
fectionary products such as
toffees, peppermints and rose
mints, biscuits became its ma-
instay over the decades,
thanks largely to Parle-G,
which has become one of the
largest-selling biscuit brands
in the world. 

But with biscuits current-
ly attracting a higher tax of
18% under GST compared
with 12-14% earlier, the compa-
ny has decided to bank on the

popularity of its iconic brands
like Kisme and Poppins to
grow its confectionary busi-
ness, which accounts for 12%
(Rs 1000 crore) of its revenue.

“The Rs 10,000 crore orga-
nised confectionary market,
currently growing at 12%, has
the potential to grow at 15-20%
because the category remains
under-penetrated,” said
Krishna Rao, category head at

Parle Products. “While we are
not able to grow the confectio-
nary business fast before, we
plan to grow it to 15% over the
next two years.”

While Parle was busy bi-
ting off a large chunk of the Rs
27,000 crore biscuits market,
global confectionery giants,
including Hershey, Perfetti
Van Melle and Lotte have set
up shop here to dominate the

local market. Hershey and Lot-
te acquired local players Nut-
rine and Parry respectively, to
get a stronger foothold in the
domestic market. 

Although biscuits account
for 85% of Parle’s revenues at
present, Rao said the company
plans to grow its confectiona-
ry business by not only targe-
ting established players but al-
so the hundreds of local B
brands that have been selling
rip-offs. “The total confectio-
nery market is pegged at aro-
und Rs 30,000 crore if you in-
clude the unorganised players
as well,” said Rao. “Our upco-
ming marketing activities will
start off with educating custo-
mers about original and iconic
Parle brands that have strong
recall value in the minds of In-
dian consumers.”

Parle eyes confectionary biz again
John.Sarkar@timesgroup.com

With biscuits attracting 
a higher tax of 
18% under GST 
compared with 
12-14% earlier, 
Parle is betting 
on its iconic brands 
such as Kisme and Poppins to 
grow confectionary business

NEW FOCUS The 10,000 crore 
organised confec-

tionary market, currently 
growing at 12%, has the 
potential to grow at 15-
20% because the category 
remains under-penetrated

KRISHNA RAO | CATEGORY HEAD AT
PARLE PRODUCTS

Mumbai:The board of e-com-
merce firm Snapdeal has ag-
reed to a deal with bigger rival
Flipkart for up to $950 million,
two sources said on Wednes-
day, bringing the two a step
closer to forming a combine to
challenge Amazon.com’s do-
mestic growth.

The board of Jasper Info-
tech, which runs Snapdeal,
approved Flipkart’s bid of
$900-950 million last week, so-
urces familiar with the matter
said, asking not to be named
as the talks are private.

However, two other sour-
ces said that obstacles still re-
main and that the deal will ne-
ed approval from smaller sha-
reholders of Snapdeal before
it gets finalised. The shares-
swap deal would help Soft-
Bank, Snapdeal’s biggest in-
vestor, gain a stake in Flip-
kart, the leading homegrown
player, at a time when Indian
e-commerce is booming.

Helped by a spurt in availa-
bility of cheap phones and da-
ta plans, more and more Indi-
ans are shopping on the web. A
2016 report from accounting
firm EY said that e-commerce
had grown at a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR) of
over 50% in the last five years
in India and the pace of
growth is expected to conti-
nue, with e-commerce sales
topping $35 billion by 2020.

The rapid growth has been
accompanied by severe com-
petition and a fierce war for
supremacy between Flipkart
and US online retail giant
Amazon, which has commit-
ted to investing $5 billion in
the country.

The acquisition of Snap-
deal means one less rival for
Flipkart, said Harminder
Sahni the founder of Wazir
Advisors, a boutique consul-
tancy firm. “Flipkart may ha-
ve a plan to run Snapdeal as a
differently positioned busi-
ness just like they run Myntra
and Jabong,” he said. Myntra
and Jabong are Flipkart’s fas-
hion portals. REUTERS

‘Snapdeal
board okays
up to $950m
Flipkart bid’

� Axis Bank to buy e-wallet
FreeCharge, P 24

Mumbai: The country’s lar-
gest mortgage company HDFC
reported a net profit of Rs 1,556
crore for the first quarter of
2017, which was 17% lower com-
pared to Rs 1,871crore reported
in the corresponding quarter
of the previous year. The num-
bers are not comparable as the
previous year’s profit included
exceptional gains following a
stake sale in HDFC Ergo Gene-
ral Insurance.

“After considering the 
one-time transaction, the ad-
justed profit before tax for the
quarter ended June 30, 2016 sto-
od at Rs 2,053 crore — up 15%,”
the company said.

According to Keki Mistry,
vice-chairman & CEO, HDFC,
another set of exceptional ga-
ins were likely this year with
HDFC selling close to 10% stake
in HDFC Life Insurance thro-
ugh an IPO. 

HDFC Q1 net
shrinks 17%
to ̀̀ 1,556cr

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra (M&M) is in race for a
$6 billion order from the US
government for postal deli-
very vehicles, and will sub-
mit over a dozen prototypes
for road-testing between
September and November
this year as the process en-
ters its final round.

“The work is at an advan-
ced stage, and we got an $11
million prototype contract
from the government. The
prototypes have been built in
Detroit. While eight of these
will be delivered in Septem-
ber, another six will be sent
in November,” Rick Haas,
president and CEO of Ma-
hindra Automotive North
America (MANA), told TOI
in New York recently.

M&M is competing with
four other companies for this
high-value contract. They
are — AM General (US com-
pany that supplies high-qua-

lity specialized vehicles for
military and commercial),
VT Hackney (manufactures
specialised truck bodies and
trailers), Karsan (Turkish
CV maker) and Oshkosh Cor-
poration (US company that
builds specialty trucks and
military vehicles).

If approved, M&M will be
required to provide 1.8 lakh
vehicles over a six-year pe-
riod as the postal depart-
ment liquidates its old fleet.
While the per vehicle cost is
expected to be over $35,000,
the company also hopes to
gain from the maintenance
and repair contract. Diversi-
fied Mahindra group has an
over $2 billion business in
the US. The vehicles will ha-
ve to be made in the US as per
the conditions stipulated in
the tender.

“The contract will be de-
cided over the next one year,
and we are confident about
our prospects,” Haas said,
adding that companies such
as Ford, Nissan and Merce-
des had also pitched in the
initial phase (they are out of
race now). “If we win, the de-
liveries will need to start
from 2019, or by 2020.”

He said the order may go
to a single vendor, or “might
be to two suppliers.” 

M&M in race for $6bn
US postal vehicles order
Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

➤ Mahindra in final stages 
of deal, already received 
$11m as prototype contract
➤ Will compete with three 
US speciality vehicle makers 
— AM General, VT Hackney 
& Oshkosh Corporation, and 
Turkish CV maker Karsan
➤ Contract for 1.8 lakh 
vehicles will be decided in 
next one year
➤ Vehicles to be made in 
US and deliveries expected 
from 2019 onwards

FOUR MORE IN FRAY

� M&M to invest ̀̀ 5k cr for
new SUVs, P 24

Mumbai: Standard Charte-
red Bank has dragged Prag
Distilleries, a unit of Mans-
ion House brandy maker Ti-
laknagar Industries, to the
National Company Law Tri-
bunal (NCLT) for defaulting
on an external commercial
borrowing (ECB) loan.

Tilaknagar’s Andhra
Pradesh unit had availed a
$11-million loan from Stan-
dard Chartered Bank thro-
ugh the ECB route in 2011to fi-
nance its bottling capacity ex-
pansion programme. Prag,
subsequently, defaulted on
three final instalments, inclu-
ding interest totalling $2.06
million, prompting the Bri-
tish bank to initiate action
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016.

When contacted, Tilak-
nagar Industries confirmed
the Standard Chartered

Bank action but claimed
that this does not impact mo-
ves by Edelweiss ARC to ac-
cumulate debts from exis-
ting domestic lenders. 

Earlier this week, TOI re-
ported that Edelweiss has
mopped up 45% of the Rs 800-
crore Tilaknagar debt from

PNB, Axis Bank and IFCI.
ARC is in the process of mop-
ping up the remaining from
other lenders, including SBI,
before initiating a possible
restructuring move.

NCLT in its interim order
has issued a moratorium on
all pending proceedings in-
volving Prag, and asked the
company not to encumber or
alienate any of its assets. In
recent weeks, Standard Char-
tered had initiated similar
proceedings against debt-rid-
den steel companies inclu-
ding Essar Steel.

StanC slaps case
on Tilaknagar unit 

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesgroup.com

LOAN DEFAULT
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The levy in many fast-food
chains is the same, irre-
spective of whether you

have it there or order a takea-
way. Tax lawyer R S Sharma
said that even in case 
of tea, you may have to pay
18% tax if consumed in a res-
taurant but if you decide to ha-
ve it outside, you can get away
by paying 12%, which is the le-
vy for beverages containing
milk.

“Supply by way of service
of food or any other article or
drink by a restaurant or ea-
ting joint or mess or canteen
with air conditioning is sub-
ject to 18% GST. However,
supply of food or other article
or drink by restaurants or ea-
ting joints without AC or cen-
tral heating is subject to 12%
under the food and beverage
services category,” he said.

Pay higher GST
if you sip tea

sitting in hotel
�Continued from P 1

Mumbai: Challenging a
month-old order in its tussle
with HUL, Amul argued be-
fore an appeal bench of the
Bombay HC on Tuesday
that a virtual freeze on ai-
ring its ice cream commer-
cial needs to be set aside.

The Gu-
jarat Coope-
rative Milk Marketing Fede-
ration is appealing against a
June 16 order of a single jud-
ge, Justice S J Kathawalla, of
the Bombay HC. The judge
had pulled two of Amul’s
ads off the air for seeking to
malign or belittle a rival ma-
nufacturer’s product. The
rival, HUL had sued Amul

for Rs 10 crore, alleging that
the television advertise-
ment was denigrating its
Kwality Wall’s frozen des-
serts. Amul’s counsel Ravi
Kadam, a former state advo-
cate general, informed the
appeal bench of Justices S S
Khemkar and M S Sonak
that the June order was
“like a blanket ban”. He ad-

ded that wit-
hout admit-

ting to any wrongdoing by
Amul, at best, the order co-
uld have sought omission of
any portion being objected
to. He said the “Amul ice cre-
am ad doesn’t denigrate
HUL’s frozen desserts, but
merely informs consumers
that frozen desserts contain
vanaspati tel”. 

Revoke ban on ice
cream ads: Amul

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

APPEAL TO HC

New Delhi:Mahindra & Ma-
hindra has decided to go on

an overdrive to
protect its turf
in the SUV and
utility vehicles
space and will
pump in Rs
5,000 crore for

bringing out four new off-ro-
aders, including two from a
new global platform.

Pawan Goenka, MD of
the domestic UV major, told
TOI that the first vehicle to
hit the roads will be a new 7-
seater multi-purpose (MPV)
that will be an Innova com-
petitor. “This is at an advan-
ced stage, and it is codena-
med ‘S321’ internally.”

The next vehicle will co-
me out in 2018-19 and this is
based on the company’s Ko-
rean subsidiary Ssangy-
ong’s Tivoli SUV. “It is code-
named the S201 and will be a

5-seater,” Goenka said. The
vehicle is expected to sport
the Mahindra badging at
launch, and is expected to
add the much-wanted refine-
ment and finesse to the com-
pany’s line-up.

Goenka said that work on
the “global platform” is at an
advanced stage, and one of
the SUVs from the platform
is aimed at international
markets. “We expect to drive
this one out by 2020, and it
will be a premium vehicle. It
could be headed to the Euro-

pean markets and those in
other regions.”

The other product from
the new platform will be tar-
geted at home market India
and will hit the road by 2021.

The company’s grip in
the UV category has been
challenged by a host of car-
makers, which include Re-
nault, Hyundai, Maruti-Su-
zuki and now Jeep. Goenka
said that Mahindra is mind-
ful of the challenge and is
now taking aggressive steps
to protect its market share.
“We are looking at an overall
growth in the passenger ve-
hicles category, and the new
products are aimed at
strengthening our posi-
tion.”

It is expected that the
company will dig into its
overseas product develop-
ment teams during the ma-
king of the new vehicles.
These will include the tech-
nical centre in the US.

Mahindra to roll out 
4 SUVs, invest `̀5k cr 

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

We are looking at an
overall growth in the
passenger vehicles
category, and the 
new products are
aimed at strength-
ening our position,
says Pawan Goenka

Online food delivery app
Swiggy has dismissed
allegations that appea-

red in an anonymous blog post
on Wednesday, claiming the
company tampered with its
business numbers and chea-
ted its restaurant partners.

Earlier in the day, a blog
post written purportedly by
current and former Swiggy
employees said the startup
was arm-twisting its partner
restaurants, inflating order
numbers and the manage-
ment was running the compa-
ny in an unethical manner.
These executives — two of
whom claimed to be former
employees while the other two
are still serving the company
— took to Tumblr to write a de-
tailed post, titled ‘Swiggy Sa-
les — A House Of Cards’, chro-
nicling various issues plagu-
ing the company.

“The recent blog post from
an anonymous source is targe-
ted at maligning the reputa-
tion of Swiggy as an organisa-

tion. The article carries inac-
curate facts regarding busi-
ness and order numbers. It not
only references employee de-
partures from a year and a half
back, but also presents details
on our partners out of context
and with mischievous in-
tent.,” Swiggy said. 

It added, “Our restaurant
partners are at the heart of our
success... Our employees are
the keepers of our soul... We
are committed to winning to-
gether with all our stakehol-
ders who we have always enga-
ged with, in complete transpa-
rency and integrity.”

The company is backed by
the likes of South African in-
ternet and media conglomera-
te Naspers, venture capital
funds SAIF Partners and Ac-
cel Partners, among others.

The blog post alleged that
the Swiggy management ma-
nipulated business data in a
presentation to its investors.
“Our January 2017 order volu-
mes were less than December
2016 volumes. Yes, we had a de-
cline of order volumes in Ja-

nuary. But we have seen the in-
vestor presentations, and they
have shaved off the December
numbers in the slides in order
to show a linear growth curve

across all months of our exis-
tence,” the employees said
along with daily order volu-
mes from dashboard and what
was shown to investors in a
presentation. The post says
the highest order volumes the
company ever reached was
close to 3 million orders a
month, “but the company has
been saying it now clocks 4 mil-
lion orders a month”.

Swiggy’s founder and CEO
Sriharsha Majety said in a
blog post later that daily trans-
actions for July have been over
1 lakh orders (a daily average
of 1,20,925 orders). “Here is the
July last week average and we
are... very much at the 4 mil-
lion orders per month runra-
te,” he noted, rubbishing the
anonymous blog post. 

Apart from unethical busi-
ness practices, these employe-
es accused the management of
Swiggy of having fostered a
culture wherein promises of
delivering equity and bonuses
to employees weren’t kept. “A
lot of us were made false pro-
mises about equity and bonu-
ses that were never paid. They
just need bots who are availab-
le 24/7 and if you are not, you
will be put on a performance
improvement plan (PIP) on so-
me pretext or the other. At any
given point in time, 10-15% peo-
ple are always on PIPs and
shown the door.” According to
the post, this has resulted in a
significant amount of churn
in the company.

Co Cheated Partner Restaurants: Anonymous Current & Ex-Staffers

Swiggy denies claims of data
manipulation in blog post

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

We are a completely 
meritocratic 

organisation 
and care 
a great 
deal about 
employee 
feedback

SRIHARSHA MAJETY |
FOUNDER & CEO, SWIGGY

It was subsequently picked
up by other private fund
houses like Birla MF and

Kothari Pioneer MF, with
more joining in. That was the
phase when investors signed
12, 24, 36...post-dated cheques
in one go. 

The second phase of
growth began in 2003, when
banks started offering direct
debit facility. A few years la-
ter, along with RTGS and
NEFT facilities, came SMS
and email alerts for inves-
tors to track their invest-
ments. This made the pro-
cess of investing through
SIP much smoother and sa-
fer. 

The third phase of
growth started in late 2012,
when Sebi allowed all fund

houses to spend 2 paise on in-
vestor education from every
Rs 100 invested with them.

As fund houses picked up
pace to educate investors, the
results were visible. By the
start of fiscal 2015, there were
nearly 68 lakh SIPs, which
contributed about Rs 1,950 cro-
re to the fund industry. In two
years, the corresponding
numbers had more than doub-
led: In March 2017, from about
1.35 crore SIPs, the industry
got an inflow of about Rs 4,300
crore. And by June, the total
SIP numbers were close to 1.5
crore, which together infused
about Rs 4,900 crore into the
market. About 85% of this in-
flow is mandated to go into
equity funds, A Balasubrama-
nian, chairman, AMFI, the
mutual fund industry trade
body, said.

NEFT, SMS, email
alerts boost SIPs

� Continued from P 23

Mumbai: Bird Group, the New
Delhi-based enterprise that
owns Roseate Hotels, has acqui-
red the Villa in Bath, UK, for an
undisclosed amount. This will
be its third property in Britain
after Royal Park and Forbury
Roseate. 

The group, which also has
interests in travel services and
luxury retail, has bought the 21-
room property from Kaleido-
scope Collection. In India, it has
two hotels, and another three
are under various stages of de-
velopment. 

The Bird Group started ma-
naging its hotels on its own after
it snapped its ties with Thai-
land’s Dusit Thani last year. The
group had entered into a mana-
gement alliance with Dusit
Thani in 2009. 

“Bath is an important mar-
ket for us as it is one of the most
visited cities and is amongst the
major UNESCO world heritage
sites,” said Bird Hospitality Ser-
vices’ director Ankur Bhatia.

Bird Group
acquires UK’s
boutique hotel 

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru/Mumbai: Pri-
vate sector lender Axis Bank
is in final stages of acquiring
Snapdeal’s digital wallet plat-
form FreeCharge in a $60-mil-
lion deal, people privy to the
matter said. The cut-price de-
al marks a significant erosion
of value for FreeCharge.

FreeCharge
was acquired
for $400 million back in 2015
by the Gurgaon-based online
marketplace to shore up its
online payments play.

The current transaction
once closed will offer signifi-
cant legroom to Snapdeal’s
management which has
struggled to raise funds on for
over a year. FreeCharge also
held talks with several in-
dustry players for an acquisi-

tion or financial investment.
It had also signed a non-bin-
ding agreement with Aliba-
ba-backed Paytm. However,
the price of $10 million being
offered after due diligence
was not taken up by Snapde-
al’s parent Jasper Infotech. 

A spokesperson for Free-
Charge declined to comment
on the matter while an email

sent by TOI to
an Axis Bank

spokesperson did not immedi-
ately elicit a response. People
aware of the matter said even
though Amazon had placed a
higher bid for FreeCharge, the
Snapdeal-owned payments
platform seems to have opted
for the Axis Bank offer. 

For Axis Bank, the acquisi-
tion will give it a strong play in
the consumer-focused digital
payments space.

Axis Bank to buy
e-wallet FreeCharge

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

$60M DEAL

New Delhi: The government on Wednesday sought
Parliament’s approval to spend an extra Rs 10,650 crore
($1.65 billion) in new spending in the fiscal year to
March 2018, on top of an earlier approved spending of
$333.3 billion in the annual budget. REUTERS

Govt seeks nod for ̀̀ 10.6k cr extra spend

Bengaluru: Infosys co-chair-
man Ravi Venkatesan on

Wednesday sa-
id the compa-
ny certainly
would not
want to label
co-founder and
promoter N R

Narayana Murthy as a share-
holder activist, but consider
him a “well-wisher.” 

“I would like to see him —
Murthy — as a well-wisher of
Infosys, which he has been
and will continue to be so.. I
don’t think we should label
him as A or B, and certainly
not as a shareholder activist,”
he said in an interview here. 

Venkatesan was respon-
ding to a query whether the
company would prefer to see
Murthy, who has been flag-
ging falling corporate gover-
nance standards, as sharehol-
der activist or a well-wisher. 

Venkatesan said he re-
gards Murthy not only as the
founder, but a mentor, and ho-
ped that the relationship with
him continues in a constructi-
ve and productive way for a
long term. AGENCIES

Murthy not a
shareholder
activist: Infy
co-chairman
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