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Too Much Hope

Hope itself is a species of 
happiness, and, perhaps, the

chief happiness that this world
affords; but, like all other 
pleasures immoderately 

enjoyed, the excesses of hope
must be expiated by pain. 

Samuel Johnson

The Madras high court ruling making the singing of Vande 
Mataram mandatory in schools, government offices, private
entities and industries in Tamil Nadu will have an effect opposite

to that intended. Citing the earlier Supreme Court direction that 
mandated the playing of national anthem in all cinema halls, the high
court observed that Vande Mataram too must be sung frequently by 
citizens. However, the problem with such mandatory directions is that
instead of promoting nationalism they end up becoming a burdensome
chore for people. And sooner rather than later the value of the exercise
itself diminishes. If nationalism is coerced and ritualistic rather than
coming out of inner volition, then it is counter-productive.

Such rulings also smack of judicial overreach. Separation of 
powers implies courts should interpret laws, not make them. The 

primary case before the high court
pertained to one K Veeramani failing
the test for the post of BT assistant as
he had answered that Vande Mataram
was written in Bengali and not 
Sanskrit (which is, in fact, correct).
Thus the mandatory singing of Vande
Mataram is not only tantamount to 
courts making laws on legislatures’
behalf, it is also tangential to the plea
under consideration. The high court
also overlooked the Supreme Court 

order on a writ petition on that specific issue in February this year,
which clearly stated there is no mention in the Constitution of the
‘national song’ that Vande Mataram is meant to be.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had argued, in the run up to 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, that minimum government leads to maximum governan-
ce. The corollary of that also holds true: maximum government leads to
poor governance. Complicated and unenforceable laws only lead to 
bureaucratic intervention in people’s daily lives and police corruption.

For example, after having ruled that people across Tamil Nadu must
sing a Bengali song, the high court observed in the Vande Mataram 
ruling that persons or institutions can be exempted provided there are
valid reasons. But who will determine these reasons and what 
standards will be applied haven’t been specified. This provides room for
more rules, more ambiguity and more harassment by authorities (or
mobs). As it is India is an over-legislated country where too many laws
are unenforceable and/or do not reflect ground realities. Authorities
must get out of the mai baap sarkar mindset where they dictate citizens’
choices by, for example, telling them what to eat or what to sing.

Judicial Overreach
Madras high court’s Vande Mataram 
order will complicate people’s lives

Thanks to the snub appeal of Kangana Ranaut vis a vis the 
pedigreed brats of Bollywood, everybody and his/her body
sculptor now knows the meaning of ‘nepotism’. It is loosely 
related to the ‘crony capitalism’ of economics and ‘dynasty’ of
politics, but with the greater reach of films, the ‘n’ word has
spread to the nth degree. The feisty Kangana started the war

on Koffee With Karan. The ‘nepotees’, K Jo , Saif Ali Khan and Varun Dhawan
responded at the IIFA awards, albeit with a rather rusty sense of irony. It then
came down to ‘open letters’ by Ms Medusa Curls and the twice-borne-aloft
member of the triumvirate – Saif, who has his father’s blue blood and 
cricketing name, and his mother’s filmi and literary aristocracy. 

Since Ranaut’s accusation is about the cozy parental pouch, let’s play the 
‘kangaroo word’ game: How many words can we make from ‘nepotism’ to describe
the face-off between the elected Queen and the hereditary kings of Bollywood.

‘Tis interesting to posit a star son against a girl who’s no filmi Daddy’s Pet;
in fact, she flaunts her distressed genes. Karan met Kangana over ‘Koffee’; 

some snipe that her tone was the pits. Well, the point is that
she wasn’t there to toe his lines, only to snip them. Casting the
first stone, she continued with not-quite tin-pot shots. No sin
there. Mostwould say she came out tops. ‘Koffee’ Karan would

rather have had a pint. He may have considered her an upstart pest, but he 
couldn’t nipher in the bud, or even stemher flow. How to stopa girl with spine?

At the IIFA awards show, mint-fresh Varun Dhawan struck his cutesy pose,
gave his spinand noteson the nepo-war, contributed his mite, but could not tip
the scales. This time the site has shifted to open letters. These are not tomes,
but they’re not the ‘smite them dead’, 140-character assassination of Twitter
either. No spit, only polished repartee. Saif ’s granduncles were poets, but he
doesn’t pine to mope in verse. Kangana’s were farmers but she didn’t post
any dung even if she doesn’t care an ox’s snot for legacy louts. 

In spite of all this ism-schism, one mist has cleared. You don’t have to be to
the palace born to put on heirs. 

***
Alec Smart said: “Only a ‘v’ saves ‘privacy’ from ‘piracy’.”

bachi.karkaria@timesgroup.com
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/erratica

Teary of Relativity

Bachi Karkaria

How many words (and worlds) 
can you find in ‘nepotism’?

Japanese film maestro
Akiro Kurosawa’s 
movie Rashomon is a
wonderful meditation
on truth and bias; four
people witness the same

event but describe “what happened” and
“why it happened” very differently. 
Unlike physical scientists who can claim
objective measurement, social scientists
need to be more tentative about evidence,
narratives, and conclusions. 

Over the last 18 months a false 
narrative about mob violence being driven
by political blessings – the opposition 
recently claimed that the central govern-
ment and BJP overtly support a lynching
movement – is being amplified by some
parts of the press. I’d like to make the case
that the notion that anybody or any 
political party supports mob violence 
based on religion, caste, or eating habits
is at best, prejudice and at worst, 
dishonesty. I hang this case on some widely
reported incidents in my state to make
the argument specific but my three broad
themes – allegation vs conviction, story
vs data, and individual motivation vs 
group bias – are important considerations
in all incidents of mob violence.

First, allegation vs conviction. Two
important principles of justice are 
‘innocent until proven guilty’ and habeas
corpus (protection from unlawful deten-
tion). Like Rashomon, any violence 
usually involves different versions from
eye-witnesses, perpetrators and victims.
Good police work involves taking allega-
tions made by all sides, investigating
and presenting the case to a court for 
justice. Allegations are not convictions. 

In the Pratapgarh incident that 
involved the regrettable death of Zafar
Khan after an argument about open 
defecation, there are various versions of
where, at what time, and how the death
took place. His death was a tragedy, 
investigations are on, and anybody 
found guilty will be charged, convicted
and jailed. Similarly in the incident 
involving Pehlu Khan seven suspects 
have been arrested, cases registered,

and court challans filed. When proven
guilty, they will face punishment. 

Second, stories are more powerful
than data. This human instinct is 
amplified in India because of the scale
of our grinding poverty, painful history
and deep injustices. While every 
unnatural death is a tragedy that should
be prevented, it is a painful reality that
violence and human nature sometimes
go together. Over the last three years
there has been no change to the number
of deaths in Rajasthan (though both
murders and mob violence incidents
are lower in 2017 than in 2012) or communal
mob violence deaths in India. Unfort-
unately, roughly 22,500 people die of
natural and unnatural deaths in India
every day; every politician I know 
dreams everyday of reducing natural
deaths through better healthcare and
unnatural deaths through police 
reforms and social change.

Third, individual motivation vs 
group bias. Human beings are cracked

vessels; we aren’t perfect, don’t always
handle disagreements with dialogue,
and as individuals often suffer from racial,
religious or gender prejudices. But 
extrapolating individual acts to entire
groups – all Rajasthani men are chauvi-
nists, all members of BJP are intolerant,
etc – is unsound, unfair and unscientific. 

Leo Tolstoy wrote that happy families
are all alike but every unhappy family is
unhappy in its own way; most incidents
of mob violence involve a curious 
confluence of individual motivation, cir-

cumstances, and delayed police action.It is
shameful to debate whether the 
extreme right or extreme left is more 
violent and it is malicious to suggest some
state administrations are “blind in the
right eye”. Individuals must bear the full
consequence of their actions and gene-
ralisations about groups are unhelpful.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
emphatically and repeatedly described
all mob violence as illegal acts whose
perpetrators should suffer the full con-
sequences of their actions under law. As
a chief minister, I often compare notes
with my colleagues in other states and
all of us are clear that we never condone
violence, the Constitution is supreme,
and all citizens irrespective of race, 
religion, and gender are equal under law. 

I submit that anybody who suggests
that any political leader or political 
party supports mob violence is either
prejudiced (BJP’s nationalism and 
patriotism is inconsistent with tolerance)
or dishonest (data doesn’t matter when
narratives and stereotypes can be 
crafted). Of course the only consolation
for a victim’s family is justice and 
I acknowledge we need to work harder to
make our criminal justice system more
inclusive, speedy and fair. 

Many Indian metrics have gotten bet-
ter since 2014: life expectancy, literacy,
childbirth deaths, inflation, cleanliness,
economy formalisation, currency
strength and violent deaths. Lower 
violence is a global phenomenon. An 
interesting book by Steven Pinker called
The Better Angels of our Nature: Why
Violence has Declined suggests that five
forces – modern nation states, commerce,
feminisation, cosmopolitanism, and
education – have reframed violence as a
problem to be solved rather than a 
contest to be won. 

It is not my case that mob violence 
deaths in Rajasthan and India are zero, but
I recognise that zero is a goal that Rajast-
han and India should aspire to. The cur-
rent gap between our aspiration and our
reality is not a lie but a disappointment.
This is a gap that politicians may not close
in our lifetimes but we will die trying.

The writer is Chief Minister of Rajasthan

Mob Violence Is Unacceptable
The notion that anybody or any political party supports lynchings is prejudice

Vasundhara Raje

In the incident involving
Pehlu Khan seven suspects
have been arrested, cases
registered, and court
challans filed. When proven
guilty, they will face
punishment 

Internal feud between Kerala and West Bengal factions came to the
fore within CPM as their highest decision making body – central
committee – decided against nominating party general secretary

Sitaram Yechury for a third term in Rajya Sabha. The chief architect
of this decision is Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who said 
Yechury would not be able to do justice to his duties both in Parliament
and party affairs. Even as internal squabbles break out within the Left
it is getting steadily marginalised in national politics. CPM’s Lok 
Sabha numbers came down from 43 MPs in 2004 to just nine in 2014. The
Left needs to make immediate course correction in its ideology to 

remain relevant in today’s politics.
Yechury’s term expires next month

and elections for six seats from Bengal
will be held on August 8. The Bengal unit’s
proposal was shot down as other state
units were opposed to seeking Congress
support to re-elect Yechury. Differences
between the two factions have been 
simmering ever since Yechury threw his

weight behind CPM having an electoral understanding with 
Congress in the 2016 Bengal assembly polls.

Though Yechury took the blame for the subsequent poll fiasco, he
continues to be a proponent of a broad-based secular alliance. If the Left
wants to establish a dynamic equation with Congress – without having
to compromise in states where they are in direct contest like Kerala – all
it needs to do is take a leaf out of BJP’s book. BJP, for example, opposes
beef, yet its state units in north-east and Goa have defended it. The 
Left could arrive at a similar dual positioning vis-à-vis Congress. The
need of the hour is for the Left to address pressing political questions
constructively, in a manner that connects with people’s aspirations.

Kerala vs Bengal
Thwarting of Rajya Sabha nomination for
Yechury sign of Left’s internal squabbles

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
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A thought for today

Iam getting ready to leave for an early
morning surgery. Rushing to 
leave – but where are my spectacles? I

was the one who removed them before
going into the shower but now i could
not remember where i left them. I am
annoyed at myself for this cognitive
lapse. I was conscious when i removed
them and placed them somewhere – but
was not aware of where! The thought is
very unsettling – of being conscious, but
not aware. That makes me ponder:
What’s the difference between 
consciousness and awareness?

Nisargadatta Maharaj said, “Aware-
ness is primordial; it is the original
state, beginningless, endless, uncaused,
unsupported, without parts, without
change. Consciousness is on contact, a
reflection against a surface, a state of
duality. There can be no consciousness
without awareness, but there can be
awareness without consciousness, as in
deep sleep. Awareness is absolute,

consciousness is relative to its content;
consciousness is always of something.” 

I am aware of being conscious but
not conscious of being aware?

Is consciousness just a distinct
bubble in the sea of awareness? 

Consciousness is specific, and relies
on a subject-object duality. It becomes a
bridge, a vehicle of communication
between the subject and the
objective universe that the
subject perceives. Awareness is
unqualified, impersonal and
more generic. 

Consciousness is condensed
awareness that’s crystallised to
a locus in a spatio-temporal
matrix. A limited well defined
organism existing for a limited
period of time – the Self. 

The neural network is a
means of processing the form-
less, infinite awareness into a discrete,
finite form with a sense of separateness.
The sensory organs serve primarily to
distinguish the Self and generate an

again, “The awareness is there before
the ‘I am’ (or consciousness) appears,
and is there after the consciousness
disappears (unconsciousness 
or death).” 

So, the awareness is beyond even
universal consciousness. Another way
that he put this astonishing distinction
is by saying that the Absolute is “aware-
ness, unaware of itself ”. That statement
of his is almost like a Zen koan. This
awareness, unaware of itself, is referred
to as ‘Neneev’ in the scriptures. It is not
the opposite of consciousness. It is a
state of quantum super position: a state
that encompasses every conceivable
state and is limited only when a 
conscious observer reduces it to one of
all the possible states. 

Awareness generates as well as
transcends consciousness. In this
transcendental state of nonduality, i
will never need my spectacles, leave
alone the need to remember where i left
them. The writer is a neuro surgeon.

Post your comments at speakingtree.in

unambiguous delineation of one’s own
boundaries. 

Consciousness mandates the need of
an object to be conscious of. Conscious-
ness requires realisation of an objective
identity as “I am so-and-so, a person.” It
is still far away from the final realisa-
tion of the Absolute, that I am the non-
dual awareness which is allowing the

consciousness to be conscious.
Awareness shines through the
consciousness, but it is beyond
consciousness itself. 

There remains that 
impersonal awareness, the
witness who perceives the good
sound sleep, when the “I am”
consciousness was inactive
during deep sleep.

Out-of-body experiences
might just be a state where the
personal consciousness 

connects directly with the impersonal
unqualified awareness and witnesses
itself from without.

To quote Nisargadatta Maharaj

Consciously Unaware Or Unconsciously Aware?
Deepak M Ranade
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The history of free men is never really written 
by chance but by choice; their choice!

erratica
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India emerged
as a front 
runner in the
medical tourism
space as early as
the 1990s. Today,

the sector is valued at $3 billion
and has been witnessing a 
steady 22-25% growth year on 
year. Recent reports indicate
that it is expected to grow to $6
billion by 2018 and $8 billion by
2020. This seems like good news,
till we consider that the global
market for medical tourism is
approximately $100 billion.

US revenues in 2015 were in
the region of $60-$70 billion and
this is expected to double in the
next five years. Closer home, 
countries like Thailand, South
Korea, Singapore and Dubai are
rapidly emerging as serious
contenders in the field. How,
then, can India retain its lead in
this fiercely competitive field?

At the moment, India attracts
patients from Africa and the
Middle East as well as a trickle
from the US and Europe. Most 
people travel here for surgeries,
transplants, cancer and kidney
treatments, and in vitro fertilisa-
tion (IVF). Patients from US 
and Europe also come here for

cosmetic surgeries that are 
expensive in their countries and
most often not covered by 
insurance. India, of course, is
more than well equipped by way
of medical technology and skill
to address these issues. But what
does India need to do to leapfrog
from $6 billion to say $30 billion?

To answer that question, it is
important to consider India’s 
healthcare history. India is the
birthplace of some of the most
ancient and well-known branches

of medicine and holistic healing.
From yoga to Ayurveda and 
naturopathy, the country’s ex-
pertise in alternative medicine
and healthcare goes back centu-
ries, and encompasses an overall
focus on a healthy well-balanced
life. As modern life grows in

complexity and the incidence of
“lifestyle diseases” like diabetes,
hypertension and heart disease
increase, we have begun to 
comprehend the deep linkage of
the mind and spirit to the body.

Appreciation for the ancient
science of Ayurveda, and its abili-
ty to promote long term health
with no side effects, is also on the
rise not just in India but interna-
tionally as well. To truly capture
the global medical tourism mar-
ket, India should consider all its
strengths and market a holistic
healing approach. This also ma-
kes eminent sense given the afflu-
ent West’s growing preference for
organic products, vegan diets and
farm-to-table local produce.

If we do this, there is no doubt
we can step closer to the $30 
billion pie. The real challenge

comprehensive healthcare servi-
ces. To be successful the program-
me must chart a plan of action for
every phase of a medical tourist’s
journey. The country must estab-
lish strategic tie ups with the
MEA and Indian embassies for
easier visa approvals and on gro-
und support such as interpreter
help desks, transport, accommo-
dation in association with the To-
urism Department and the MHA.

Medical tourists accounted
for only 6.4% of total tourists,
but they contributed over 17%
of forex earnings in 2015. There
is a real chance of increasing
this exponentially with a more
holistic approach. The impact
on employment and skill deve-
lopment will be an added bonus. 

Most importantly, the income
from foreign patients can be
used to subsidise the cost of care
for domestic low income pati-
ents and improve public health-
care. With the rest of the world
gearing up to cash in on the me-
dical tourism space, it is impe-
rative for India to redesign and
restructure its value offerings
for international patients. 

It is time for India to use its
ancient knowledge to truly heal
the world.

The writer is Vice Chairman,
Apollo Hospitals

that India faces as always is in 
creating enabling infrastructure
and enacting patient-friendly
laws. India already boasts best in
class medical infrastructure at the
many JCI and NABH accredited
hospitals, and skilled human 
resources in the shape of doctors,
nurses and technicians. Indian
doctors already form an impressi-
ve proportion of western health-
care. They should be roped into
our marketing and advocacy 
campaigns by our embassies aro-
und the world. If we act now, we
can do in healthcare what our 
space programme has already 
demonstrated: global quality he-
althcare at one-tenth Western costs.

On the lines of Make in India
and Skill India, it is time for a 
comprehensive Heal in India 
campaign that promotes India’s

Heal in India: complement Make in India by delivering
quality healthcare at one-tenth of Western costs

Preetha Reddy

Medical tourists
accounted for only 6.4%
of total tourists but
contributed over 17% of
forex earnings in 2015.
There is a real chance of
increasing this
exponentially with a
more holistic approach
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