
Sacredspace
Yes You Can

Anyone can carry his burden,
however hard, until nightfall.

Anyone can do his work,
however hard, for one day.
Anyone can live sweetly, 

patiently, lovingly, purely, till
the sun goes down. And this is

all life really means. 
Robert L Stevenson 

Nitish Kumar’s decision to dissolve JD(U)’s Bihar coalition 
government with RJD and Congress and re-establish its 
alliance with BJP has significant implications for national

politics. Nitish’s move effectively restores the coalition regime 
that was ruling Bihar till 2013. The immediate provocation for the
development appears to be corruption charges against deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Yadav. But tensions between JD(U) and RJD have
been simmering for a while with Nitish taking political positions
congruent to BJP – his support for demonetisation and NDA’s 
presidential candidate being cases in point.

Plus, internal contradictions had started showing up within 
Bihar’s mahagathbandhan with RJD ministers and MLAs under-

mining Nitish’s position as CM by
constantly deferring to Lalu Prasad.
From Nitish’s point of view all these
factors had made running the state a
difficult task. And given that JD(U)
shared a good working relationship
with BJP during their earlier tie-up,
dissolving the mahagathbandhan 
became a beneficial prospect for Nitish.
This provides a huge psychological 
boost to BJP and puts it in an even
stronger position with respect to the

2019 Lok Sabha elections. In that sense, it was smart of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP top brass to quickly endorse the tie-up with
JD(U) and project Nitish’s decision as a bold move against corruption.

The mahagathbandhan was supposed to be a template for opposition
parties to join forces for 2019. The JD(U)-RJD-Congress coalition’s
emphatic victory in the 2015 Bihar polls had demonstrated that it was
indeed possible to halt the Modi wave. Unravelling of the mahagath-
bandhan today deals a heavy blow to the opposition project and 
anti-BJP parties will now have to return to the drawing board to come
up with fresh strategies. In the final analysis the mahagathbandhan
turned out to be a cynical coming together of opposition parties.
Even the secular plank it offered to counter BJP wasn’t a strong 
enough glue to hold the coalition together sans genuine chemistry.

If opposition parties are to repeat the exercise in 2019 they must
rethink their ‘secular’ brand. The only way out is to conceive a 
version of secularism that appeals across the social spectrum. In 
addition, a common and positive vision for such a coalition would 
be ideal. On BJP’s side, they have been in campaign mode since 
2014 and it’s all coming together now. BJP must pay more attention to
governance matters, else its sheen will fade. 

Break Point 
Bihar’s shattered mahagathbandhan 
pitches BJP into pole position for 2019

I’d been noticing that, all of a sudden, a growing number 
of men, particularly young men, seemed to be losing a lot of
weight – or at least a lot of inches – from their waists. 

At first i thought it was because gymming was catching on
in a big way. Or maybe a new crash diet had been invented
which would make your tummy shrink like a deflated balloon.

Then i realised that all these guys weren’t actually losing weight, or inches.
What had made me think that they were was that the waistband of their trousers
was so low that it oughtn’t to be called a waistband but a backsideband. 

The result was that you could see the colour of the chaddi the chap was 
wearing. Or, in some cases, you could see he wasn’t wearing any chaddi at all
and was showing the whole wide world that he was having a bad hair day, except
it wasn’t happening on his head but at the other extremity of his spinal column. 

Why is it that so many men – women haven’t started sporting this new sartorial
style, at least not so far – seem bent on baring their bottoms to full public gaze?

And the answer, of course, is because it’s the latest
fashion. Clothes were originally made to cover our bare
bodies. Then along came fashion and redesigned clothes
so that they barely covered our bodies.

This is so in the case of plunging necklines for women, or backless cholis, or
micro miniskirts, or hipster saris, or topless bikinis, also known as monokinis. 

So far, in the history of fashion, it’s women who’ve done most if not all of the
daring and baring. But in this day and age of equal opportunity, not to mention
gender-neutral equity, it’s high time that fashion stopped being almost solely a
female preserve.

And now it’s the turn of men to show that they too can dare to bare, they too
can literally have a crack at fashion by getting to the bottom of it all, even at the
risk of showing oneself to be a perfect ass, in more ways than one. 

Fashion plays practical jokes. And, in this case, men are the butt of it. 
Whether or not they realise it, they’ve given themselves a bum deal. 

jug.suraiya@timesgroup.com 
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/jugglebandhi/

Bottoms up

Jug Suraiya

A low-slung menswear fashion that appeals
not to posterity but to posteriorerity 

On the face of it, it looks
incomprehensible to
many why somebody
as politically savvy as
Nitish Kumar should
take a step like breaking

with Lalu Prasad and go with a 
Narendra Modi led BJP.

He was chief minister, he remains
chief minister. He had autonomy of
functioning despite Lalu Prasad’s 
needling, and a beleaguered Lalu 
family – embroiled in benami property
cases – was going to become more, not
less, dependent on Nitish Kumar.

BJP knows it has to repeat its 2014
performance in Bihar and UP next 
time, having mopped up 31 and 
71 Lok Sabha seats from these states 
respectively. It is not likely to leave many
seats for Nitish in 2019. It may promise
him a larger share in 2020 Bihar elec-
tions. But if BJP does well in 2019 why
would it project Nitish, and not one of
its own leaders, as its chief ministerial
candidate in 2020? Politics is often 
dictated by strength, not promises.

Nitish, who was seen as the only
shining prime ministerial face of the
opposition for 2019, has become a dirty
word in that very opposition camp 
today, not to be trusted. Worse, he is 
having to eat his own words uttered
not so long ago on bringing about a
“Sangh mukt” Bharat.

There can be three reasons why 
Nitish Kumar felt compelled to take
such a step. Many believe he was 
playing to a carefully calibrated script,
even as his supporters had described
his dilemma in the last days as a choice
between the devil and the deep sea.

One, he had a sense that his alliance
with Lalu was losing him his vote base.
He has relied on the support of the
upper castes, middle classes, and 
non-Yadav backward classes to which
he had added Mahadalits. That was
one reason why he chose to support
Ram Nath Kovind as President.

That is why during the 2014 pre-poll
campaign in Bihar many would say
that while they were voting for Modi in
the national election, they would vote
for Nitish Kumar in state elections in
2015, which they did.

With his pro-Modi positioning
sharpening contradictions within the
mahagathbandhan, and the Yadav and
Muslim MLAs – there are 18 of them in
JD(U) – getting increasingly restive, 
at one stage Lalu had reportedly 
indicated to Congress leaders that he
may be able to form an alternative 
government in Patna with the support
of Congress and a breakaway group of
JD(U) legislators. Whether true or not
this is unlikely now, given that power
is a glue that holds the most errant of
legislators in check.

Thirdly, Nitish was aware that his

last two years in government have been
lacklustre, also losing him support.
People talked about his lack of perfor-
mance this time. His image of being
Bihar’s “Sushasan Babu” was taking a
beating. Moreover the recent cases
against Lalu and his son Tejashwi 
Yadav – who refused to resign – had
brought into question his supposed
“zero tolerance” towards corruption,
with BJP continuing to hype the issue.

Nitish, then, was fighting for his
political survival. Going with BJP

may well mean the end of the road for
him in 2020, or even earlier. But he may
calculate that if he can show his mettle
in governance again he will recapture
some lost ground and live to fight another
day. Particularly if the Centre can give
him money for development, possibly
the Bihar package he has been seeking.
It would be in BJP’s interest to let the
Bihar government, under Nitish, 
perform in the run up to 2019.

The national implications of the
Nitish gambit? It is clearly a setback
for the opposition, for the idea of a 
mahagathbandhan at the national 
level was something Nitish himself
had mooted for 2019. Everything will
now depend on the number of mistakes
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and BJP make in the next two years.

It is also advantage BJP in Bihar for
2019 and 2020. The Nitish return to
NDA will help create a psychological
climate in favour of BJP, that it is 
coming back to power in 2019. This 
could make other parties like 
AIADMK consider joining NDA.

It spells the end of Nitish Kumar’s
prime ministerial ambitions. In recent
months he felt he was being denied his
due place in the opposition space. But
under the Modi dispensation any shot
at PMship is an impossibility. He may
have read the writing on the wall, 
with the opposition – and particularly
Congress – unable to get its act 
together.

The Nitish return to NDA also marks
the end of Mandal politics as we have
known it in the last quarter century. 
Bihar was its last bastion, with the 
backward consolidation under Lalu and
Nitish stopping the Modi rath in 2015.

In the past, it was the upper castes
who espoused the Hindutva cause. We
may now be moving towards a new 
politics with OBCs, the most backward
classes, Dalits and Mahadalits, and
tribals becoming the champions of
Hindutva, with Modi turning BJP’s
traditional base on its head.

The writer is a political commentator

Nitish Jumps Camp
By switching to NDA he has transformed politics both in Bihar and the country

Neerja Chowdhury

Nitish’s supporters had
described his dilemma in the
last days as a choice between
the devil and the deep sea

Amitabh Kant, chief executive officer of Niti Aayog, suggests
that government should stop operating infrastructure assets. It
is a suggestion that government must take seriously as it is

stretched financially and even more so in terms of managerial talent.
The answer to this challenge is to harness resources available with 
private sector through public-private partnerships (PPPs). India, a 
couple of years ago, had over 1,200 PPPs in various stages of develop-
ment. Some notable success stories have been in transport sector, par-
ticularly airports and ports. These success stories need to be expanded
and emulated in other sectors by working out sophisticated PPP models.

Kant feels even if transport infrastructure is the most obvious 
segment where government should give up management responsibi-

lities, this idea can be extended to other sectors
such as schools. Education is the single most
important investment a government can make
to harness India’s demographic potential. The
government’s performance in education sector
has been dismal as it has not demonstrated 
the capacity to deliver. Therefore, it is time to
experiment with concepts such as school 
vouchers and scholarships, or getting the 

private sector to run government schools while strictly monitoring
outcomes, to provide children from economically deprived sections
the opportunity to access quality education.

India’s PPP experiment, as Kant points out, has not always fared
well. PPPs are primarily contractual agreements between govern-
ment and private parties, where the latter are expected to bring to
the table managerial efficiency and high service standards. 
However, the devil lies in the details. This means incentives need to
be properly aligned to rope in the private sector, contracts need to 
incorporate sufficient flexibility to accommodate changed economic
conditions, and transparency maintained to curb corruption. With
these tweaks, PPPs can be a game changer in India.

Harness Private Sector
Kant tells it like it is, government should 

stop operating infrastructure assets
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We can impartially judge some-
thing only when we stand
apart from it. Detachment

cannot exist when we have a sense of
intense ownership or possessiveness.
That is why an author or an artist 
consults reviewers for their opinions.

Our attachments lend false beauty
to things; blinded with the pride of
possession, we often fail to see the
ugliness of cherished possessions. 
Just as we, blinded by attachments and
prejudices, fail to see the real nature of
things and beings, so also we, deluded
by our lack of detachment, remain
blissfully ignorant of our own 
weaknesses and faults. The divine life
starts with the practice of detaching
ourselves from our body, mind and
intellect, and impartially estimating
the motives, intentions and purposes
that lie behind our thoughts, words 
and deeds.

Such impartial witnessing is called
introspection. It is not easy to accomp-

lish. Self-analysis and self-criticism are
hard tasks. At every stage, our self-conceit
and egoistic self-congratulation covers
our faults and shortcomings and 
invests them with a false charm.

The best time to introspect is at the
close of the day’s activities. After 
dinner, a restful repose floods the mind.
This is the sacred hour for negation 
and assertion. The psychological per-
son in you is, at this moment,
receptive and vividly trans-
parent. Let the day’s activities,
actions, motives, thoughts and
feelings stream by.

In the beginning, attempts
at self-analysis may prove to be
unsatisfactory. Your first
analysis may seem like the
narration of the ideal life lived
by a god! Nevertheless, 
continue the practice. Seek to
discover weaknesses, faults
and animalisms in each day’s transac-
tions. This process is called ‘detection’.

Within a week, it will be revealed
that yours is not, in any sense, a god’s

of this unavoidable preparation for
divine life has landed many enthusiasts
on the wastelands of despair.

Unless he establishes contact with
God, no divinity can flow into the 
seeker. Contact is a condition in the
fulfilment of which spiritual growth
comes into play. This contact is 
established by living the divine life.

Even then, the potential divinity
cannot flood the mind of the person
trying to live the divine life if he is
already too full of the ‘undivine’. 
‘Empty thyself, and I shall fill thee,’ is
an eternal promise. This emptying of
undivine contents starts with 
introspection, and is effected through
careful, consistent detection and nega-
tion of grosser instincts. Substitution
is the secret of invoking divine grace.

The writer is founder of Chinmaya
Mission.
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life. Dark reports should not discourage
you. The darker the reports, the greater
should be the effort to readjust your
values and redirect your thought cur-
rents. Inner reformation always comes
with revelation. When you have detec-
ted the weaknesses and are ashamed of
them, at that moment, those traits are
dead. This stage is known as ‘negation’. 

At this point, you have won only half
the battle. As soon as you
apprehend and defeat a weak-
ness, substitute its opposite
virtue in your personality.
Thereafter, look for its play
during each day’s dealings,
and you will find how the new
virtue grows to be a natural
trait in you. This stage is

called ‘substitution’.
Introspection, detection,

negation and substitution,
these constitute the preliminary

processes in the purification and 
tempering of the seeker. Without this
mellowing treatment, one is not fit for
the strains of spiritual growth. Neglect

Take An Honest Look At Yourself
Swami Chinmayananda
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FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

In politics, nothing happens by accident. If it
happens, you can bet it was planned that way

A thought for today

lacked leaders with wide appeal, I had 
joked that since Nitish was a leader 
without a party and Congress a party
without a leader, Sonia Gandhi should
invite him to become Congress 
president. Clearly in the light of what
has since happened, the joke is on me!
■ Does it make sense for Nitish to 
join again with BJP?

I don’t know what his calculations
were. Since his image was that he was
both non-corrupt and non-communal,
he was stuck between a rock and a hard

place; and eventually chose to go back
to his old allies. But the manner in

which he has done so is deeply 
disappointing, and, I would also
say, dishonourable. The 2015 
Bihar election was won by the 
mahagatbandhan on an anti-BJP,
anti-Hindutva, platform. If Nitish
now felt the Yadavs were a liability,

he should have asked the 
governor to dissolve the 

assembly, and fought
elections afresh, in 

alliance with BJP if
he so chose.
■ In the larger
national picture,
do you think PM
Modi is being
helped by the 
absence of a co-
gent opposition
challenge?

It is a myste-
ry to me what is

the hold of the Gandhis over Congress
because in private, some Congressmen
mock Rahul Gandhi the way most 
people mock him. They see him as
both incompetent and lazy.

Rahul is Amit Shah’s greatest ally, no
doubt. A senior Congressman told me
that in the last round of elections – I don’t
know how he got his information, or if it
is correct – that Shah was reportedly 
relieved that Congress won Punjab.
Congress got trounced in UP and Uttar-
akhand, while in Manipur and
Goa they did not get a majority.
Shah apparently said that since
Congress at least won Punjab, 
Rahul would stay in his job!
■ Don’t you think we need to 
reimagine liberalism totally?

There has been a double defeat of
liberalism and pluralism in India. 
Hindus were once represented by 
open-minded, progressive and outward-
looking leaders committed to social 
equality. These Hindu liberals have 
been defeated by RSS. Secondly, there
has never been a vigorous movement of
Muslim liberals. Somehow, progressive
Muslims don’t have a voice within the
community. They become outcastes.
There have been a few exceptions in 
Maharashtra but by and large the 
Muslim leadership in India has yet to
get beyond the worship of Quran.

Modern life cannot be ruled by Vedas
or Quran. Religion has to be divorced
from politics, personal law and social 
behaviour. What you do in private is fine

but you cannot regulate relations between
men and women based on Quran just as
you can’t regulate relations between
Brahmins and Dalits based on Manu-
smriti. This is a double defeat. Hindu
liberals are on the defensive while there
is no articulate liberal leadership among
Muslims. If Kapil Sibal and Salman
Khurshid are representing the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board, what have
we come to?
■ You have written about a

BJP system replacing what 
Rajni Kothari called the 
Congress system. What are its
main features?

There was a Congress system 
Mark 1 – which was the Nehru-Kamaraj
system – and there was a Congress 
system Mark 2 – which was the Indira
Gandhi system. The BJP system 
resembles the Nehru-Kamaraj system
in that there are some strong chief
ministers – Raman Singh, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and Vasundhara Raje. But,
with Modi and Shah in control, we may
see a BJP system Mark 2, dominated by
the high command culture. All the new
CMs chosen by BJP since 2014 owe their
loyalty to Modi and Shah.

As with Congress in its pomp, BJP
enjoys what historian Ranajit Guha 
once called ‘dominance without 
hegemony’. It is the only national party,
but there remain pockets of opposition
in the states, and among intellectuals
and civil society. They cannot (and shall
not) have it all their own way.

‘If Nitish felt Yadavs were a liability, he should have asked
governor to dissolve assembly and fought elections afresh’

Ramachandra Guha is one of India’s 
leading historians and author of ‘India
After Gandhi: The History of the World’s 
Largest Democracy’, now out in an 
expanded, 10th anniversary edition. He
spoke to Nalin Mehta about the 
ramifi-cations of changing political 
equations in Bihar, the rise of the BJP 
system, the need to reimagine liberalism
and challenges before the opposition:

■ You wrote sometime back about
Nitish Kumar’s prime 
ministerial ambitions.
Now that he is back with
BJP, how big a blow is
that to the opposition?

Nitish was known as
a politician who was 
capable, efficient, with a
clean image, and understated
in his leadership style. Till
last week he was the most 
credible figure in the 
opposition. People like
Mamata Banerjee
and Arvind Kejri-
wal are as mega-
lomaniac as 
Narendra Modi.
The Yadavs are
deeply tainted
by corruption
and dynasti-
cism, and so is
Congress.

Given that
the opposition
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