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14 SPORTS8 Ronaldo appears in court,
denies hiding millions

NATION
Won’t join ministry, will be

BJP president, says Amit 

Max: 34.6OC
Min: 24.4OC 
RH: 51%
Rainfall: Nil

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Max/Min temp. 34/24ºC
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In an ominous move amid
the Sino-Indian military
stand-off in Doklam,
Chinese troops reportedly
transgressed one kilometre
into Indian territory in the
Barahoti area of Uttara-
khand’s Chamoli district
on July 25 and threatened
Indian shepherds grazing
cattle.

The Indian government is
trying not to read too much
into it. 

Officials speaking off the
record said such incidents
have happened in the past
and are best sorted out
locally. They “should not
be given undue impor-
tance”, they added.
“Transgressions do occur
due to differing percep-
tions of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC),” a source
said. The LAC is the de-
facto border that separates
India and China in several
sectors, from Ladakh in
eastern J&K to Arunachal
Pradesh. It is part of the
4,056-km-long India-China
border.

India and China have dif-
fering perceptions of the
LAC and troops patrol up
to the point they think
their boundary ends.

Transgressions are fairly
regular along two major
stretches — in Aksai Chin
(bordering Ladakh) and in
Arunachal Pradesh which
China claims to be part of
southern Tibet. Such trans-
gressions are usually
restricted to about four-
five km into the other’s ter-
ritory.

The latest transgression
took place on the morning
of July 25 when a group of
shepherds were asked to
vacate the land by People’s
Liberation Army (PLA)

troops, officials told news
agencies.

The Chinese media has
been increasingly belliger-
ent since the stand-off
began in Doklam, which is
Bhutanese territory.
Government-controlled
Chinese media has carried
several reports threatening
escalation of troop move-
ment in various sectors if
India does not withdraw
from Doklam.

■ Page 8: Indians, Tibetans
graze cattle at Barahoti

Brazen incursion by
China in Uttarakhand

■Chinese troops tell Indian shepherds to vacateELECTRICITY

Privatise power supply: Niti
S.N.C.N. ACHARYULU I DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The supply of electricity
could go into the hands of
private parties, if a Niti
Aayog proposal to the
Centre is adopted.
Distribution companies
will own the grid under
this arrangement.

If this proposal is carried
through, customers will
have the freedom to choose
their electricity distribu-
tor, as is being done in the

telecom sector. The pro-
posal is contained in the
draft National Electricity
Policy and is aimed at
eliminating the debt bur-

den on discoms, and says
the way to do it is to pri-
vate the purchase of
power. Niti Aayog said the
fundamental cause of dis-

coms going bankrupt is the
absence of commercial
pressure on them and
political pressures to pro-
vide electricity either free
or at highly subsidised
prices to certain segments
of society. The aggregate
debt of all discoms in the
country is `4.3 lakh crore,
and annual losses stood at
`60,000 crore at the end of
March 2015.

■ Page 7: Plan may see
companies compete

■ Indian think-tank feels it is a way out for debt-ridden discoms

POLICY

Push to end subsidy, LPG
price up by `4 per month
DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

The government has
ordered state-run oil com-
panies to raise subsidised
cooking gas (LPG) prices
by `4 per cylinder every
month to eliminate all the
subsidies by March next
year, oil minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Monday.

The government had pre-
viously asked Indian Oil
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum (HPCL) to raise

rates of subsidised domes-
tic LPG (liquefied petrole-
um gas) by `2 per 14.2-kg
cylinder per month
(excluding VAT).

Now, the quantum has
been doubled so as to bring
down the subsidy to nil, he
said in a written reply in
the Lok Sabha.

Every household is enti-
tled to 12 cylinders of 14.2-
kg each at subsidised rates
in a year. Any require-
ment beyond that is to be
purchased at market price.

■ Page 13: More than 18
crore get subsidised LPG

ITR DEADLINE
EXTENDED TO
AUGUST 5

PRINCIPAL
BOOKED FOR
BEATING GIRL
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

A case has been regis-
tered against  P.C.
Chandrashekhar Rao,
principal of St Patrick’s
School in Chintalkunta,
LB Nagar, for allegedly
beating a Class X student
with a stick for not carry-
ing her school diary to
school. The LB Nagar
police acted on a com-
plaint they received from
the student Suchitra.

■ Report on Page 5

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

The government on
Monday extended the
deadline for filing
Income-Tax Returns to
August 5. The CBDT
issued a statement say-
ing the date has been
extended on receipt of
complaints from “some
taxpayers” that they
were unable to log on
to the e-filing website
of the I-T department.

■ Report on Page 13

AADHAAR-PAN
LINKAGE MUST
BY AUGUST 31
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

In a last-minute deci-
sion, the government
on Monday extended
the deadline for linking
Aadhaar with the
Permanent Account
Number (PAN) of tax-
payers till August 31.

The government had
made mandatory the
linking of the two data-
bases from July 1.

■ Report on Page 13

SBI RATE CUT TO
IMPACT 90% 
OF CUSTOMERS
● The SBI on Monday cut
interest rate on savings
bank account deposits up
to `1 crore by 0.5 per cent
to 3.5 per cent, lowest in six
years, a decision that will
impact 90 per cent of its
customers.

■ REPORT ON PAGE 13

■ BARAHOTI is
an 80 sq km slop-
ing pasture
about 140 km
from Dehradun.

■ IT IS ONE of
three border
posts in what is
known the ‘mid-
dle sector’ com-
prising UP, HP
and Uttarakhand.

■ INDIA AND CHINA
differ on LAC and

troops patrol up to the
point they think their

boundary ends.

■ IN 1958, India and
China listed Barahoti as
a disputed area where
neither side would send
their troops.

■ NITI AAYOG proposes
privatisation of power

supply in its draft
National Electricity Policy.

■ AGGREGATE debt of
discoms was `4.3 trillion

at 2015 March-end.

■ ANNUAL revenue
loss is `60,000 crore.
■ AIM ALSO to see
customers have free-
dom to choose private
power distributor, like
in the telecom sector.


https://t.me/epaper_yogeshkgurjar



IN BRIEF
10 more trauma

centres to be set up 
Hyderabad: Transport author-
ities suspended about 6,609

driving licences in 2016.
About 7,227 persons died and
23,000 were injured in 22,815

road accidents. In order to
save lives of victims, the gov-
ernment has decided to start
10 more trauma care centres

in Kamareddy, Nizamabad,
Mahbubnagar and

Hyderabad. Road safety will
soon be part of the school

curiculum in primary and
higher education and discus-
sions are on with the SCERT.

Speaking at Road Safety
Council meeting held at Secr-

etariat, transport minister
Patnam Mahender Reddy said

that the enforcement wings
registered 20.71 lakh cases in
2016 against traffic violators

and collected `30 crore as
penalty. The number is

increasing with 12 lakh cases
in 2017 till date of which the
enforcement wings collected
`15.58 crore towards penal-

ties, he added. 

TS government
has

sanctioned `10
crore for

establishing
leather park in

Armoor
— A. Jeevan Reddy

Armoor TRS MLA

Harish Rao tells officials to complete
installation of gates, pumps and
motors at Kaleswaram by June 2018
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ASTROGUIDE
Hemalamba; Dakshinayana

Thithi: Sravana Shuddha
Navami till 11.54 am

Star: Vishakha till 12.21pm
Varjyam: 4.50 pm to 6.37 pm

Durmuhurtam: 8.32 am to
9.24 am; 11.15 pm

to 12 (midnight)
Rahukalam: 3 pm to 

4.30 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Zeequada 8,1438 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 4.49 am
Zohar: 12.32 pm

Asar: 4.50 pm
Maghrib: 6.55 pm

Isha: 8.07 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.45 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.55 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 1.43 PM

MOONSET TOMORROW 12.43 AM

COUNTER POINT

PRICEY AUGUST 

Dry spell spurs vegetable
shortage, jacks up prices 

Tech students nod
to internship must 

Happy with July’s
fuel prices, stir off  
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Fuel prices rose by nearly
`2.50 per litre in July, 
something that was not
generally noticed due to
the daily revision of pri-
ces. Following this, pet-
roleum dealers have
dropped their proposed
protest against the sys-
tem. Petroleum dealers
had complained that they
were losing money due to
daily revision as the pri-
ces fell for a fortnight
from June 16 to June 30,
and threatened to go on
strike.

They said that the fuel
they purchased at a certa-
in rate on a particular day
would have to be sold at a
lower rate with the price
going down. But July saw
a turnaround: Fuel prices
increased on 27 of the 31
days of the month.

With this, dealers could
overcome their losses of
the previous month and
began earning profits on
sale of fuel with upward
revision. 

Moreover, the Centre
have indicated that the
dealer commission would

be increased by 80 per
cent very soon. The
Petroleum Dealers Asso-
ciation has decided to
keep all agitation pro-
grammes on hold for now,
following this.

Dealers said they had no
problem even if prices
fell daily if the dealer co-
mmission was increased
by 80 per cent.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

HRD minister Prakash
Javadekar’s announce-
ment to make three
internships mandatory
for every engineering stu-
dent during their course
of study has been met
with positivity by stu-
dents and teachers. 

Welcoming the move,
Goutham Rao, president
of the Engineering Coll-
eges Association said,
“The curriculum does not
encourage internships. If
a student opts for intern-
ship it is because of his or
her personal interest. The
state government must
initiate the process as
most industries do not
take students as interns.
Through internships, stu-
dents can explore differ-
ent options even as they
are studying, which will
help them make a sound
choice of career.” 

Experts believe that this
step will give engineering
students the much-need-
ed practical experience
that medical and pharma
students have with on-
field orientations during
their course of study. 

JNTU registrar N. Yada-
iah said, “We are yet to
receive an action plan fr-
om the Centre regarding
its’ decision. However, the
implementation of inter-
nships in the engineering
curriculum will be a wel-
come change. Most gradu-
ates do not have a basic 
understanding of
engines, software, how

power stations work and
so on which can be re-
ctified by industrial inter-
action. Industries should
offer support to enginee-
ring students and collabo-
rations should increase.” 

Experts say that intern-
ships will encourage stu-
dents to not opt for run-of-
the-mill jobs. Besides,
start-ups that offer
internships often offer
jobs after graduation. 

Prof. G. Haragopal, edu-
cational expert, said, “It
will open up a lot of
options for students.
However, education is not
merely about skill. We
shouldn’t bring down the
curriculum to these three
internships. We should
try to guarantee a larger
exposure for students so
that they can link knowl-
edge with skill.” 

Students claim that
hands-on experience in a
firm will give a much-
needed boost to their
morale. Mr Anirudh
Suresh said, “Start-ups
often hire freshers. If you
have an internship in
your pocket when you
approach start-ups, it is
an added bonus. Three
internships will mean a
variety of experiences
and the engineering stu-
dent will definitely get to
know the field better. The
spin-off is that the num-
ber of jobs in the market
is limited but it will
encourage healthy com-
petition between students
who will vie for intern-
ships within their spe-
cialisation areas.”

■ Dependency on imports, transportation costs have added to price rise 
L.VENKAT 
RAM REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The current dry spell has
prevented farmers in the
state from growing veg-
etables. 

The resultant shortage
in the supply of vegeta-
bles has caused an escala-
tion of prices. Tomatoes
now cost `60 per kg. Last
week they cost `50 per kg,
and their price touched
`100 per kg earlier this
month.

The prices of all vegeta-
bles are significantly hig-
her as compared to the
same period last year. The
dependency on imports
from other states has inc-
reased, and transportati-
on costs have contributed
to the rise in prices.

Normally, vegetable pri-
ces begin to fall in Augu-
st, with the arrival of the
first harvests. 

However, the situation
is different this year due
to the long dry spell expe-
rienced in July. The
scarcity of water has
resulted in damage to the
crops. Farmers who are
reliant on borewells have
also been unable to save
their crops due to the
depletion of groundwater
resources.

Over 80 per cent of the
demand for vegetables in
the GHMC region is met
through imports from
neighbouring states. 

However, supplies from
Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and
Maharashtra have suf-
fered due to the preva-
iling weather conditions.
Supplies from neighbour-
ing districts have also
reduced by 60 percent. 

This shortage of supply
is driving prices upwar-
ds. Officials from the
Departments of Agricul-
ture and Marketing fear

that situation could dete-
riorate further as no ma-
jor rainfall has been fore-
cast until mid-August.

Agriculture Minister
Pocharam Srinivas Reddy
and marketing minister
T. Harish Rao have been
reviewing the situation

with department officials
for the past two weeks.
Officials have pointed out
that unless the state
receives sufficient rain-
fall in August, it will be
difficult for them to con-
trol the prices of vegeta-
bles during the festive

season. 
C. Parthasarathy, the

secretary of the agricul-
ture department, said,
“The government took
measures to encourage
the cultivation of vegeta-
bles in the districts sur-
rounding Hyderabad, to
cater to the huge demand
in the city. Meetings were
held with farmers for this
purpose. Farmers were
willing to grow vegeta-
bles, but the long dry
spell has altered our
plans.”

The marketing depar-
tment sprang into action
to increase imports from
other states, to ensure
that all markets received
adequate supplies. 

Teams were sent to AP,
Karnataka and
Maharashtra, to enter
into deals with vegetable
traders. However, their
efforts did not produce
any results because the
neighbouring states are
also experiencing a dry
spell. 

A view of the wholesale Monda market 

MAHA HIKES
ONION PRICES;
RIPPLES IN TS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

After tomatoes, the
prices of onions seem
to be soaring. They
have increased by over
50 percent in the past
two weeks. This steep
rise is attributed to the
escalation of prices in
Maharashtra, which is
the main exporter of
onions to Telangana.

What was previous
being sold for `12 to `20
per kg is now being sold
for `18 to `25 per kg. 

In Maharashtra, the
prices of onions have
increased by 118 per-
cent over the last two
weeks. They are expect-
ed to increase another
20 percent in the near
future. Reports of the
Centre not having creat-
ed any buffer stocks of
onions to control prices
this year have con-
tributed to the rise.

The State Government
has also failed to stock
up on onions in antici-
pation of a bumper crop
this season. Last year,
the State Government
had procured nearly
10,000 tonnes of onions
from Maharashtra and
Karnataka at `10 per
kg, to check the price
rise. However, the Gove-
rnment suffered losses
after nearly 30 percent
of the buffer stocks we-
re damaged or destroye-
d due to the lack of pro-
per storage facilities.
Additionally, prices fell
to less than `5 per kg
due to excess produ-
ction and surplus sup-
ply from neighbouring
states, which added to
the losses. 

To avoid drawing up
losses again this year,
the State Government
decided not to stock up
on onions. According to
officials of the Marketi-
ng Department, onion
prices are expected to
stay at their current
levels, with perhaps a
marginal increase, unt-
il mid-September. After
that, a fresh harvest is
expected from Karnata-
ka and AP, followed by
Maharashtra.

They say that the Cen-
tre is likely to impose a
Minimum Export Price
(MEP) on onions, to
control the rising prices
by discouraging exports
to other countries. The
MEP for onions used to
be $700 per tonne. In
December 2015, after a
crash in the wholesale
prices of onions, the Ce-
ntre got rid of the MEP.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

July, which is a crucial
month for the monsoon
in Telangana, was most-
ly dry this year. 

Rainfall was scanty and
there were very few
rainy days, but there was
a rise in maximum tem-
peratures. This has dras-
tically brought down the
average rainfall figures
for the state, putting it in
the negative zone.

Of the 10 districts wh-
ere rain gauges are locat-
ed, data shows that Hyde-
rabad, Warangal and Kh-

ammam districts are
presently running a sur-
plus but by a very small
margin. Districts in the
rest of the state show a
deficit, particularly Adi-
labad and Nizamabad. 

The southwest mon-
soon currents have been
weak over the state in
July with isolated and
occasional rainfall.
There has been no
depression in the Bay of
Bengal or the Arabian
Sea to strengthen the
currents.

IMD director Y.K.
Reddy said there is no
particular reason for this

as every monsoon is
unique. “The average
rainfall can vary; the
state could make it up in
the next two months.”

The forecast for the
first seven days of
August is light to moder-
ate rain or thunderstorm
very likely to occur at
isolated places over
Telangana. There is no
big change expected in
the days ahead.

Hyderabad will have a
dry week. Generally
cloudy skies with light
rain and no indication of
heavy rainfall is the fore-
cast.

Less rain puts TS in deficit
mode, Aug. hopes dashed 

‘Turkey Baster’ can up chances of conceiving
■ Method has been proven to increase possibility of birth by 22 per centINFERTILITY | ISSUES 

INDULEKHA ARAKKAL I DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Turkey Baster method of
artificial insemination,
which is also known as
Intrauterine Insemination,
has been proven to increase
the possibility of live birth
by 22 per cent. In this tech-
nique, the sperm is placed
past the woman's cervix,
within the uterus.

Fertility experts say that
this helps ensure that the
sperm and the uterus are in
direct contact, thus increas-
ing the chances of concep-
tion.

Dr Manjula Anagani, a fer-
tility expert, says, “We nor-
mally recommend IUI to
patients who can’t conceive.
Factors such as infections
which cause sperm to die
before bypassing the cervix,
tubal factors, and inadequate
semen can affect the chances
of achieving pregnancy. IUI
is a simple act of insemina-
tion that is done on the day of
ovulation. We recommend in
vitro fertilisation only after
the failure of at least six IUI
sessions. We do see a good
success rate with IUI.” 

She says that age and time

constraints are others rea-
sons because of which cou-
ples opt for pregnancy
through IUI. “We see young
couples who want to get
pregnant, by hook or by

crook. They do not seem to
have much time together,
because of their busy job
schedules, and hence they
opt for IUI,” says Dr
Anagani. 

One of the major side
effects of this method of
insemination is severe abd-
ominal cramps. The cramps
are caused if semen is not
processed properly, said Dr
M. Prasad, an embryologist. 

“The sperm contains bacte-
ria and unwanted protein. If
these are not processed by
the uterus, they can cause
cramps. Therefore, we often
use a universal gradient to
separate the healthy sperm
and place only those in the
uterus. We also need to
ensure that there is no block-
age in the Fallopian tubes,”
Dr Prasad said. He put the
success rate of IUI 40 to 50
per cent with continuous
cycles. 

Patients who suffer from
mild cases of infertility are
generally advised to try IUI
before opting for IVF
because it mimics the natu-
ral method of insemination
more closely. 

Dr Suma Prasad, a senior
gynaecologist, says, “IUI is
like natural conception. The
timing is the only thing that
is decided by the doctors. For
youngsters, the success rate
of IUI can be up to 60 per
cent.” 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Intrauterine Inseminat-
ion is cost-effective as
compared to other assist-
ed reproductive proce-
dures. 

“In-vitro fertilisation,
which is another assisted
reproductive procedure,
requires eggs to be
retrieved. Medication is
needed to ensure that the
eggs are in good shape. A
lot of hormonal injec-
tions are also adminis-
tered, which add up to
quite a sum. IUI is a com-
paratively simple proce-
dure which does not cost
as much,” said Dr
Manjula Anagani, a fertil-
ity expert. Fewer drugs
are required for IUI as
compared to IVF. 

Dr Suma Prasad, a sen-
ior gynaecologist, says,
“In IUI, medicines are

basically used to boost
ovulation. They are sim-
ple, oral medicines which
can be prescribed to any
age group. Doctors do not
exercise much control
over the process of fertili-
sation in IUI.” 

Experts said there are
more complications asso-
ciated with IVF because
of the higher dosage of
drugs administered. 

Dr M. Prasad, an embry-
ologist, said, “IUI can
prove to be more success-
ful through the use of
female fertility drugs. We
often recommend that
young couples opt for IUI
rather than IVF because
it is more cost effective.” 

It’s cost-effective, has
less complications 

2 sides to epilepsy
dosage for kids
KANIZA GARARI | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

In the treatment of
epilepsy the body weight,
recurrence of seizures
and the debilitating effect
on the body has to be eval-
uated before prescribing
medication. 

A minimum dosage of
21 mg has to be given to
children who suffer from
epilepsy as higher doses
could lead to headaches,
vomiting and complica-
tions. The minimum dose
is often reduced to 15 or 18
mg if the child is weak.
But higher doses of 50 mg
and above are being given
to children when the
seizures are intense.  

“Children who come
with a high intensity of
seizures require a much
higher dose to control it.
It has been found that
lower dosages often do
not have the desired effect
and they lead to recurrent
lapses which affect them
adversely,” neurologist Dr
Ram Mohan said.  

He said treatment of
epilepsy has two sides —
too much is harmful and
too less does not prove to
be useful. “For every
patient it is a trial and
error method,” he said.

Dr Deepika Sirineni,

consultant neuro-physi-
cian, explained, “There is
a wide range of medi-
cines available and doc-
tors have to pick and
choose the right ones
which will work for chil-
dren. There are several
organisations which
guide doctors as they
have a record of the
adverse effects in their
data bank.” 

“It is important for doc-
tors to keep track and pre-
scribe medicines accord-
ingly. The new drug,
lacosamide which is pre-
scribed for adults is not
safe for children. This
drug is a clear ‘no’ for
children and it should not
be prescribed to them,"
Dr Sririneni said.

Epilepsy drugs fall in
the category of psychi-
atric drugs and they have
side effects like headache,
vomiting, stomach ache
and sometimes severe
pain in the joints.
Complications seen in
some cases of children
where the medicines do
not suit them and they
are found to suffer from
kidney and skin infec-
tions. Senior neurologist
Dr S.R. Prasad said single
medication works for
patients only in limited
cases. 

■ FEWER DRUGS are
required for IUI as it
is a simple proce-
dure, as compared
to IVF. 

VEGETABLES COMPARATIVE PRICES (PER
KG)  IN JULY 2017 AND JULY 2016

VEGETABLES JULY 2017 JULY 2016
Tomato `60 `17
Brinjal `35 `25
Lady's finger `35 `25
Cabbage `26 `20
Soyabean `30 `20
French beans `50 `40
Cluster beans `40 `28
Snake Gourd `30 `20
Bottle Gourd `30 `18
Capsicum `40 `30

Rainfall statistics from
July 1 to 31
Adilabad: -27% deficit
Hyderabad: 5 % surplus
Karimnagar: -16 %
deficit
Khammam: 12 % 
surplus
Mahbubnagar: -5 %
deficit
Medak: -6% deficit
Nalgonda: -8% deficit
Nizamabad: -20%
deficit
Ranga Reddy: -3%
deficit 
Warangal: 1% surplus
TS is running in deficit
rainfall of (-8%). The
state in July received
34.36 cm (343.6 mm )

■ ■ Petrol was cost-
lier by `2.33 per
litre, and diesel
`2.36 per litre till
July 31.

■ ■ Petrol cost `66.93
on July 1 and `69.25
on July 31.

■ ■ Diesel cost `58 on
July 1 and `60.36 on
July 31.

BABY COST
`10,000
IUI cost
`1.5 lakh 
IVF cost, but it could vary
based on the injections
needed

IUI SUCCESS RATE:
60%: For young couples
30%: For older couples

FACTORS THAT COULD
AFFECT CONCEPTION:
■ Age of the woman
■ Sperm count
■ Blocked fallopian tubes
■ Infections in the cervix
■ Tubal factors



Only the
people have
the power to

support me or
not

— Pawan Kalyan,
responding to KCR

statement that Jana 
Sena will not have any

impact on AP politics

Minister T. Padma Rao seeks 10 acre
Railway land in Lalapet for TS govern-
ment to take up 2BHK housing 

PAGE

3City
TUESDAY | 1 AUGUST 2017 | HYDERABADDECCAN CHRONICLE

75-yr-old gets her
home after 8 years

Girl pregnant after
rape by stepdad
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD JULY 31

A 40-year-old man was
booked for allegedly raping
and impregnating his 15-
year-old step-daughter on
Sunday. 

Ramavatar Thakur had
allegedly raped the girl for
six months and she became
pregnant. The victim didn’t
disclose the matter to anyone
as Thakur had threatened to
kill her.

The matter came to light on
June 23 after the girl's moth-

er took her to a hospital in
RTC Coloy after she com-
plained of uneasiness, and
the doctors found the child to
be four months preganant.
Upon questioning, the girl
revealed that Thakur would
gag and rape her, Begumpet
ACP S. Ranga Rao said.

Based on a complaint from
the mother, police booked a
case and started investiga-
tions. “Her mother works as
a domestic help. She married
Thakur after her husband
died 16 years ago,” Mr Ranga
Rao said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Hyderabad District
Consumer Forum gave a sen-
ior citizen her home after an
eight-year wait. The 75-year-
old woman from LB Nagar
had signed up for the con-
struction of a home in
Narsapuram, in West
Godavari district, by the AP
Housing Board.

At the time of registration,
in 2010, she had paid `5.84
lakh and another `3.2 lakh
based on a demand made by
the Board. The house was
never registered in her
name. She alleged that the
money had wrongfully been
collected from her.

Board representatives said
the additional `3.2 lakh was
the interest due on late pay-
ments, and compensation for
inflation in the cost of con-
struction material. They
said that it had been speci-
fied in the sale notification
that the amount initially
quoted was only tentative
amount and that the final co-
st was likely to differ based
on actual construction costs.

The woman said that
despite her having paid the
additional amount, the
house not registered in her
name. She demanded com-
pensation of `2 lakh, and an
additional `1.2 lakh towards
the loss of pay due to delays
in the construction.

The Housing Board said
that the complainant’s final
payment of `3,200 was pend-
ing. They added that the reg-
istration process had been
initiated after the final pay-
ment was made, in April

2016. Meanwhile, the com-
plainant had registered a
case in the forum, which is
why they had halted the reg-
istration process.

The forum observed that
the demand for additional
payment was valid, as it had
been mentioned to the com-
plainant. However, it found
the board’s action of delay-
ing registration due to the
pending payment of a paltry
sum of `3,200 to be unjust,
considering that it had
delayed construction and
also demanded interest on
late payments by the house
owner.

The forum said, “The com-
plainant who appeared
before us is a senior citizen
in the last leg of her life. She
held a fond hope of possess-
ing her own house. The act of
the opposite parties in delay-
ing registration of the house
even after receiving the
entire payment amounts to
deficiency in service.” 

The Board was ordered to
register the house in the
complainant’s name and to
pay her compensation of `1
lakh.

ANUSHA PUPPALA | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

For the first time in the coun-
try, motorists in the city will
be docked penalty points
from Tuesday if they violate
traffic rules. They could lose
their licence if they continue
to violate rules and may even
be sent to prison.

Different values have been
given to traffic violations.  A
motorist who gets 12 points in
two years would face a one-
year suspension of the driv-
ing licence.

If the motorist clocks 12
points a second time, the
licence would be suspended
for two years. For the third
offence, the licence would be
suspended for  three years.

Those holding learner’s
licence will face cancellation.

Joint commissioner of
Hyderabad traffic police Dr V.
Ravinder, “Once their driving
licence is cancelled they are
likely to be chargesheeted
and can be sent to prison for
up to three months’’.

“We request motorists to fol-
low the traffic rules instead of
clocking penalty points and
face cancellation of licence,”
he said. 

There are two methods of
imposing fines. Under spot
challaning, tickets will be
issued to motorists who have
been physically caught violat-
ing rules. 

From now on, the driver
will be identified , the penalty
points mentioned on his driv-
ing licence number. In the e-
challan system, the pictures
show the vehicles violating
traffic rules but it is difficult
to identify the driver.
Therefore, the penalty points

cannot be applied to e-chal-
lans at present.

Hyderabad traffic police
DCP A.V. Ranganath said,
“We will use some software
applications to identify driv-
ers even in e-challans. We will
intensify special drives to
book spot challans’’.

Penalty points for violators from today
■ Frequent offenders to lose their licences and likely to face jailTRAFFIC | RULES

Roads dangerous
from 7 to 9 pm
NAVEEN KUMAR | DC
HYDERABAD JULY 31

The maximum number of
accidents take place between
7 pm and 9 pm, when the traf-
fic is heavy and people are
rushing home after the day's
work, Hyderabad traffic DCP
A.V. Ranganath said,

"As a safety measure, we
have started conducting
impromptu drunk driving

tests at specific areas right
from 7 pm”, Mr Ranganath
said.

According to a doctor, driv-
ers who get to sleep for only
five hours a day are 15 times
more likely to cause road
accidents than those with a
healthy sleep pattern. The
accident risk is two to six
times higher for those suffer-
ing from sleep apnea than it is
for regular drivers.

■ IN 2010, she had paid
`5.84 lakh and another
`3.2 lakh based on a dem-
and made by the Board,
but the house has not
been registered on her
name.

■ NOW, the Board was
ordered to register the
house in the complain-
ant’s name and to pay her
compensation of `1 lakh
because of the delay.

BREACHING RULES

City water bodies at risk
■Encroachments come up in Himayathsagar, Osmansagar catchments
COREENA SUARES | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Fresh encroachments
have been identified in
the catchment area of
Himayatsagar and Os-
mansagar reservoirs. 

The revenue depart-
ment of Ranga Reddy
district found in a
recent land survey it
conducted 8,650 encroa-
chments spread across
84 villages that fall in
the buffer zone of the
two reservoirs.

GO 111 specifies a 10-
km radius around the
lakes where polluting
establishments should
not come up. Public he-
arings are to be held in
the first week of Aug-
ust about whether the
GO should continue.

A committee set up by
the government for re-
servoir restoration co-
mprises bureaucrats
who head various gov-
ernment agencies. 

The encroachments
in violation of GO 111
are high rise buildings
(above G+3 floors), and
the violators include
engineering and med-
ical institutions, reso-
rts, gated communities,
farm houses etc. They
are mostly in the man-
dals of Gandipet, Sha-
mshabad, Shankarpa-
lly and Rajendranagar.

A source said that the-
re are no encroachmen-
ts in the full tank level,
and they occur mostly
in the catchment area. 

“The district revenue
department is responsi-
ble. The Water Board
has stopped drawing
drinking water from
the two century-old res-

ervoirs and Hyderab-
ad’s water supply is de-
pendent on the Krishna
and Godavari rivers.
This point, that the
reservoir water is not
needed, will weaken
the case to continue
with GO 111,” he said.

The price for an acre
of land in these man-
dals is around `30lakh -
`40 lakh. If GO 111 is

relaxed, the prices will
skyrocket to crores.

A member of the com-
mittee appointed to st-
udy the provisions of
GO 111 said there wou-
ld be no dilution of the
order. 

Speaking on conditi-
on of anonymity, he sa-
id, “The panel has app-
ointed experts from the
NGRI and The Energy

Research Institute for a
scientific study of the
GO 111 area. They will
geo-mark the buffer
and full tank zone to
help identify encroach-
ments in the future.
This independent view
of the GO cannot be
influenced by the state
government. The same
will be represented
before the High Court.”

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

While the city’s water
bodies continue to be
under threat from land
sharks, there is a bit of
good news. 

A study done by the
Centre of Social and
Economic Welfare, the
ministry of urban
development, shows
that Hyderabad’s water
bodies are less
encroached upon than
those other cities. 

The total percentage
of loss of water bodies
due to encroachment is
pegged at 10 per cent in
Hyderabad, whereas it
is 79 per cent in Beng-
aluru, 50 per cent in
Chennai, 75 per cent in
Kolhapur and 50 per
cent in Thiruvan-
anthapuram. Encro-
achment on water bod-
ies is worst in Surat (95
per cent) and Raipur
(80 per cent).

Dr S Jeevananda
Reddy, convener of the
Forum for a Susta-
inable Environment,
who has fought several
cases to conserve lakes,
says the fight to protect
dwindling lake areas
started in 2001, when
the Hyderabad collect-
orate organised a wa-
ter conservation mis-
sion to protect lakes in
HUDA area spreading
cross 2500 hectares. 

“Since then, many
environmentalists and
activists have been on
their toes to defend
lakes from grabbers.
But, despite the fight,
even today, land filling
has not stopped,” he
says.

Dr Subha Rao, who is
adviser to the Centre
for Climate Change,
agrees that “we are not
free of encroachments.
Grabbing in Hydera-
bad still happens by
manipulation of the
existing Revenue act.
Deliberate encroach-
ment is less but con-
verting shikam patta
land to commercial la-
nd has happened more
in the twin cities, and
conservation of lakes
for other purposes hap-
pened more in undivid-
ed AP.”

Temple, shrine encroach lake
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

When minister K.T.
Rama Rao visited the
Ibrahim Cheruvu in
April this year, people
assumed that the long-
neglected lake would
finally be revived. 

But three months af-
ter later, there has been
no change in the condi-
tion of the 77-acre lake
of Neknampur village.

A temple and a grave-
yard are the latest caus-
es of worry. The tem-
ple, which lies adjacent
to the lake, was official-
ly recorded on the sur-
vey map of 2013. 

Locals say that the te-
mple-keepers are exten-
ding the temple by
increasingly encroach-
ing upon the lake, and
dumping construction
debris into the water
body. 

This observation is

corroborated by Mr
Dayanand, GHMC’s
deputy executive engi-
neer.

There is also a grave-
yard on both sides of
the bund. 

A portion of land was
originally allotted to
the locals, but new gra-
ves have begun appear-
ing in areas where the
lake has dried up. 

GHMC officials say
that the appearance of
new graves on the lake
bed is highly problem-
atic. 

Ushesh Reddy, the
head of the village pan-
chayat, says that people

have begun using the
lake area because there
is no government land
available at the mom-
ent. The villagers have
been promised a plot in
the adjoining village.

Revenue officers who
are in charge of remov-
ing encroachments say
that there have been no
new invasions. 

MRO Savitha says
that six houses and pa-
rts of a masjid, that
encroached upon the
lake, have been demol-
ished. She adds that no
new graveyards have
come up in the area.

Locals allege that offi-

cials are allowing afflu-
ent realtors to take up
construction within
the lake’s buffer zone,
leaving no room for the
promised lake beautifi-
cation project.

There are buildings
which have come up
right next to the lake
bund. 

But Mr Ushesh denies
that there has been a
breach of regulations.
“The HMDA report
says that these are resi-
dential areas, and they
do not fall within the
buffer or full-tank level
zones,” he says.

Experts say that a
buffer zone of at least
30 metres must be
maintained around the
full-tank area of a lake.
At present, the lake has
no buffer zone on its
western front, and the
area is at risk of being
inundated during
heavy rains.

■ Locals say that the temple-keepers are
extending the temple by increasingly
encroaching upon the lake, and dumping the
construction debris into the water body. 

■ At present, the lake has no buffer zone on
its western front, and the area is at risk of
being inundated by heavy rains, say experts

STUDY: CITY
LAKES, LEAST
ENCROACHED

Number of major flood events after 2000
Loss in water bodies/water spread due to urbanisation
Population projected in 2021 (in million)

LAST FRONTIER 
■ According to the GO 111, 84
villages in the 10 km radius of
both the reservoirs cannot be
used for commercial activity

that can pollute the surround-
ings.

■ There are
restrictions on

construction
as the land

has to be
mainly used

for
agriculture.

■ THE TOTAL per-
centage of loss of
water bodies due to
encro-achment is
pegged at 10% in
Hyde-rabad, but is
worst in Surat with
95% 

POWER | SHUTDOWN
9 am to 5 pm: OU Colony,

Shaikpet, Vinobhanagar,
Vinayaknagar, Dattatreya-

nagar, Dwarakanagar, Dream
Valley, Maruthinagar, NSF

Colony, Suryanagar, Bal
Reddy Nagar, Virasanath

Colony, Owaisi Colony,
Akbarpua, Minar Colony, Al

Kareem Colony

WATER | SHUTDOWN
6 am on Aug. 2 to 6 am on

Aug. 3: Uppal, Nacharam,
Habsiguda, Chilkanagar,
Elugutta, Ramanthapur,
Kakatiyanagar, Tarnaka,

Lalapet, South Central
Railways, Marredpally 

divisional area, 
Boduuppal, MES,

Cantonment, Bholakpur,
Balapur, Maisaram,

Tolichowki, Shaikpet,
Prashasannagar, Gachibowli,

Madhapur.

Catering choice
on 2 Durontos

Hyderabad: The SCR will
implement a scheme to pro-

vide optional catering servic-
es in place of mandatory

catering services on all 31
Rajdhani, Shatabdi and
Duronto express trains. 

The scheme would be imple-
mented from August 1 on the

Secunderabad–Lokamanya
Tilak and Secundera-

bad–Hazrat Nizamuddin
Duronto express trains.

Optional catering would be
provided to passengers while

booking tickets.

Vikram called
Anantapur

before shooting
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Analysing the call records of
Vikram Goud, who was found
with bullet injuries on Friday,
police discovered he had made
multiple calls to a person at
Anantapur. 

A team of investigation offi-
cials has visited Anantapur to
track down the person Vikram
spoke to.

Vikram, son of former minis-
ter M. Mukesh Goud, sustained
two bullet injuries on his right
shoulder and stomach. 

The family has claimed that
he was shot by some unidenti-
fied persons who feld after the
attack.

Police could not find any evi-
dence of attackers from out-
side breaking into the house.
All evidence and clues found so
far by West Zone Police and
CLUES team  point  towards
the conclusion that the
injuries were self-inflicted.

PENALTY CHART
■ Not wearing helmet/set belt: 1 point
■ Driving vehicle without insurance: 2 points
■ Speeding on driving on wrong route: 2 points
■ Drunk driving (two-wheelers): 3 points
■ Drunk driving (four wheelers): 4 points
■ Drunk driving of public service vehicle: 5 points
■ Car / bike racing: 3 points
■ Unauthorised carrying of people in goods vehi-
cles: 2 points
■ Driving without pollution certificate/ parking on
highways: 2 points
■ Cases filed under IPC Sections 279, 336, 337,
338: 2 points
■ Cases filed under 304 (A), 304 (II): 5 points
■ Chain snatching and other crimes while driving:
5 points
■ 12 points the first time: Licence suspended for
one year
■ 12 points a second time: Licence suspended for
two years, 5 points: Cancellation of learner’s licence
■ 12 points a third time: Licence suspended for
three years. 

■ 1 am-2 am: 25
■ 2 am-3 am: 17
■ 3 am-4 am: 13
■ 4 am-5 am: 13
■ 5 am-6 am: 34
■ 6 am-7 am: 38
■ 7 am-8 am: 38
■ 8 am-9 am: 54
■ 9 am-10 am: 54
■ 10 am-11 am: 69
■ 11 am-noon: 55
■ Noon-1 pm: 53

■ 1 pm-2 pm: 60
■ 2 pm-3 pm: 63
■ 3 pm-4 pm: 56
■ 4 pm-5 pm: 72
■ 5 pm-6 pm: 65
■ 6 pm-7 pm: 57

■ 7 pm-8 pm: 79
■ 8 pm-9-pm: 78
■ 9 pm-10 pm: 60
■10 pm-11 pm: 56
■11 pm-midnight:
47

TWILIGHT HOURS



IN BRIEF

TRS governm-
ent cares

more about
sand lorries than

human lives,
sand mafia is in
hands of KCR’s

family
— N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 

TPCC president

Jupally says Congress is in a dilem-
ma as all pending irrigation projects
in Mahbubnagar are being completed
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KCR ORDERS
ROADS TO ST
HABITATIONS

Hyderabad, July 31: Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao directed officials to initi-
ate work on providing road
facility to all ST habitations in
the state from this year.

The state government pro-
posed a three-year action plan
for the purpose.

Responding to reports on the
difficulties faced by residents
of Utnoor in Adilabad district
due to absence of road facility,
Mr Rao asked officials to
address the issue immediately,
a release from his office said.

Mr Rao told them to include
the said road in the list of
roads proposed to be taken up
in the first year under the
three-year action plan, it said.

The plan envisages laying
roads to a total of 1,200 ST
habitations, it said. Toad facili-
ty would be provided at a cost
of `250 crore to 432 habitations
in the first year. — PTI

CITY BJP TO
FOCUS ON
TRS, MIM

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The city BJP will take on the
TRS and MIM politically by
holding constituency- and divi-
sion-wise meetings to expose
their failures in improving liv-
ing conditions of the people.

BJP state president Dr K
Laxman, Legislature Party
leader G. Kishan Reddy,
Khairatabad MLA Chintala
Ramachandra Reddy attended
the city executive convened by
party MLC and city BJP presi-
dent N. Ramachandra Rao.

Ahead of the proposed six-
day tour of BJP president
Amit Shah in September, the
party decided to form polling
booth-wise panels and increase
the number of members from
10 to 25 by end of August.

Leaders said neither the gov-
ernment nor the GHMC could
fulfil any promise made during
the election campaigns, be in
on improvement of roads or
meeting drinking water needs.

They said the government
had failed to commence Metro
Rail operations; they said it
was deliberately delayed by
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao over
realignment of the route in the
city. They deplored at the inde-
cisiveness of the TRS govern-
ment in taking up Metro Rail
work in the Old City ostensibly
on the MIM objections.

7th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

R. ANANTHALAKSHMI
D.O.B: 11-06-1961    D.O.D: 01-08-2010
-- R. Ranjith Kumar (Husband)

N. Deepa & S. Swathi (Daughters)
Nilesh & Sushil (Sons-in-law)
Jeethu & Lachu (Grand Sons)
Ramesh & Jaikishori (Sambandi)

10th ANNIVERSARY

P.J. GOURISHWARI, M.A.
State Executive Member, TRS

DOB: 10.5.1961         DOD: 1.8.2007
Inserted by:

P. Jayaseelan - Husband
J. Vinitha - Daughter 

Director, Dr. Ambedkar Bowenpally Market
(Ward 7 President (Mahila) TRS)
J. Sai Seelan, J. Pandian - Sons

(S/1718/D00197)

REMEMBERING

Late K.V. DANIEL
Late GANGU RATHNAM DANIEL

Great Parents
D.O.D.: 01-08-1985  D.O.D.: 17-05-1989
We are grateful to God for having
you both as our parents.

Inserted by:
All Children, Grandchildren,

Great Grandchildren
(S/1718/D00170)

11th ANNIVERSARY
Jesus said..."I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies;” (John 11:25) 

Mr. SAMSON RAMAKRISHNIAH
(Retd. DEO, Director of Public Libraries & Principal)

Born April 12, 1922
Entered Heaven: August 1, 2006

Inserted by:
Mrs. Padma Samson Ramakrishniah

Children, Grandchildren
& Great Grandchildren

(CA-1644)

PROMOTED TO GLORY
“ I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith ” (IITimothy 4:7)

Mr. C. CECIL JAMES
(Rtd. JAO Central Power Distribution)

Funeral Service at 1.00 pm at Centenary
Methodist Church, and Burial Service at
Narayanaguda at 3.00 pm on 01.08.2017 

Inserted by: Family Members
Ph: 8019825725, 9704295409

(S/1718/D00195)

OBITUARY

RAJNI M. KOTAK 
15.10.1947 - 30.07.2017

W/o Late Mahendra V. Kotak
Condolence Meeting on 01.08.2017
between 05.30 - 06.00 PM at Shri
Gujarati Seva Mandal Hall, R. P. Road,
Secunderabad.

V. G. Kotak Family
Laxmidas Jivraj Thakker Family

Amit Kotak - Sun Electricals
National Paints & Varnish Works

(S/1718/D00194)
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1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

Late. GENTI RUKKAIAH YADAV
DOD: 01.08.2016

“Your Memories are always in our
hearts forever”

Inserted by: P. Prameela Yadav
and Family Members

OBITUARY
I have fought the Good fight. I have finished
the race. I have kept the faith - 2Thimothy 4:17

YENDLURI SUKUMAR
S/o Late Y.D. Samuel

DOB: 07.08.1938   DOD: 31.07.2017
Funeral will be held at Narayanaguda
Cemetery on 01.08.2017 at 3 PM.
Thanks giving Service on 2.8.2017 @12 Noon
at LIG-143, Bharathnagar Colony, Hyd.

Ph: 8978281485 / 9989833628

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The state has witnessed a
huge revenue deficit in
the first quarter of this
fiscal from April to June,
according to data
released on Monday. 

While the total revenue
stood at `19,489 crore, the
government spent
`31,029 crore, resulting
in a revenue deficit of

`10,540 crore. This is the
highest-ever revenue
deficit since the forma-
tion of the state three
years ago.

Official sources in the
finance department said
a revenue deficit was
common in the first quar-
ter of any financial year
due to lower tax collec-
tions. It was higher this
time as more money was
spent on welfare sche-

mes, irrigation and other
infrastructure projects
in the first quarter.

Out of `19,489 crore
revenues earned by the
government, `2,366 crore
came in the form of tax
devolution from the
Centre and `2,262 crore
as grants-in-aid.

The state government
had spent `31,029 crore in
the first quarter, of
which `21,930 crore was

revenue expenditure and
`9,099 crore was capital
expenditure.

The higher expenditure
was on account of `4,250
crore released to banks
towards the last and final
instalment of crop loan
waiver scheme besides
clearing of over `2,000
crore fee reimbursement
arrears of students.

Bills amounting to
`4,000 crore were cleared

to contractors of irriga-
tion projects and Mission
Bhagiratha.

The government raised
`10,540 crore through
loans and sale of bonds
to meet the expenses.

Telangana remains the
only ‘revenue surplus
state’ after Gujarat. The
government is confident
of posting ‘revenue-sur-
plus’ figures by the end of
this fiscal.

State deficit hits a record high

This is not Telangana
we fought for: Meira
■ Ex-Speaker slams state for ‘police torture’ of Dalits
DC CORRESPONDENT
KARIMNAGAR, JULY 31

Strongly condemning
the atrocities on Dalits
and Backward Classes
people by the Sircilla
police,  former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira
Kumar said, “Telangana
state was granted by
UPA not for this.” She
demanded a judicial
probe as well as cases
under SC/ST Atrocities
Act against the police-
men involved.

She asked how the
Centre could be silent
when the incident of
atrocities on Dalits and
BCs happened on July 2.
She said the party would
raise the issue in
Parliament.

She was addressing
three meetings in
Sircilla on Monday. “We
had seen several dreams
about Telangana. We
expected Telangana to
be a state where there
would be no atrocities
on Dalits, Adivasis, BCs,
minorities or other sec-
tions. But I was in
extreme pain when I was
told about the Nerella
incident. I could not con-
trol my tears,” Ms Meira
Kumar said.

Accompanied by Cong-
ress leaders including
PCC president N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy, Ms
Kumar met four of the
eight victims of alleged
police torture. 

She claimed the vic-
tims were beaten and
given electric shocks for
five days due to which
they had suffered inter-
nal injuries like damage
to kidneys and ribs. “Is
this India? Are we living
in 2017,” she asked.

She said that one of the
victims was a commerce
graduate who had not
been given the promised
job by the TRS govern-
ment. She said another
victim could not com-
plete his graduation due
to non-payment of his
scholarship. “This is not
the Telangana for which
we struggled so much,”
she said.

Ms Kumar said the
sand mafia had establish
complete dominance in

the region. “Have we
formed a separate state
for the sand mafia? They
are overloading their
trucks and speeding.
They don't care about
people getting killed or
injured in accidents.
One sarpanch told me
that five people were
killed in accidents in his
village. But no case was
filed, no compensation
was paid and no contract
was cancelled,” she said.

Stating the cases filed

against SCs and BCs
were false, she said two
lorries were set ablaze
during the night on July
2 by some unidentified
persons. Police visited
the village of SCs and
BCs and picked up peo-
ple at random.

“Telangana is known
for its culture. But the
shameful act by the
police and administra-
tion has brought disre-
pute to Telangana’s cul-
ture,” Ms Kumar said.

Demanding that the
activities of sand mafia
be stopped immediately,
she wanted withdrawal
of cases booked against
the villagers.

Congress leaders
including Koppula Raju,
K. Jana Reddy, Shabbir
Ali, Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, T. Jeevan
Reddy, Dr. J. Geetha
Reddy, V. Hanumantha
Rao, Ponnam Prabhakar,
Sridhar Babu and others
accompanied Ms Kumar.

Former Speaker Meira Kumar gives financial aid to
families of Dalits as TPCC president Uttam Kumar
Reddy looks at Karimnagar on Monday. — DC

TRS BRISTLES,

SAYS IT WAS

A FLOP SHOW
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Taking strong objec-
tion to the comments
made by former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira
Kumar against the gov-
ernment and Chief
Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao, TRS lead-
ers on Monday said the
Congress “flop show”
in Karimnagar and
Sircilla districts was
intended to gain some
sympathy from dalits
whom the party has
been using for vote
bank politics.

TRS leaders includ-
ing Peddapalli MP
Balka Suman, MLA
Aroori Ramesh, MLCs
Karne Prabhakar and
T. Bhanu Prasad said
the Jillela incident was
a small one which was
being blown out of pro-
portion by Congress
leaders.

They said the Cong-
ress was silent on sev-
eral incidents against
Dalits during the ten-
ure of its govern-
ments, and was shed-
ding crocodile tears.
They alleged that the
Congress leaders were
taking up agitations on
alleged atrocities on
Dalits and BCs which
were not true. They
said it was an “age-old
practice” of the Cong-
ress to divide people on
caste and religions.

They said the Con-
gress had forgotten
what the TRS had been
doing for the uplift of
Dalits, STs and BCs. 

Mr Bhanu Prasad
took to Congress lead-
ers calling Mr Rao
“Pedda Dora” and min-
ister K.T. Rama Rao as
“Chinna Dora”. “The
people  voted for the
TRS and defeated the
Congress leaders as
they knew them to be
‘thieves of Telan-
gana’,” he said.

The victims
were beaten
and given
electric

shocks for five days
due to which they had
suffered internal
injuries. Is this India?
Are we living in 2017.

— MEIRA KUMAR
Former Speaker

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Hyderabad High Court
on Monday directed the state
government to maintain sta-
tus quo on promoting teach-
ers based on the amendment
to the Presidential Order 1975
for implementation of uni-
fied service rules for two
weeks.

A division bench compris-
ing acting Chief Justice
Ramesh Ranganathan and
Justice J. Uma Devi was hear-
ing the petition by the
Government Teachers
Association of Telangana
State challenging constitu-
tional validity of Para 2A of
the Presidential Order insert-
ed on June 23, 2014, with
effect from Nov. 20, 1998.

Mr S. Ramachandra Rao,
senior counsel appearing for
the petitioner, said Para 2A
affected the service condi-
tions of about 40,000 teachers.

He said as per the mandate
of Article 371D(2), the
President had no power to
organise teaching posts in
local bodies into local cadres.

He said the state govern-
ment had commenced the
process of promoting teach-
ers based on Para 2A, and
urged the court to intervene.

Mr J. Ramachandra Rao,
additional advocate general,

contended that as per Article
371D (1) the President has
power to issue order with
regard to services of the
teachers. 

HC TO HEAR PLEA
ON OUTSOURCED
STAFF TODAY

The High Court agreed to
hear from Tuesday, a petition
challenging the proceedings
issued by the Transco to
absorb outsourced persons in
regular posts.

Mr Sravan Kumar, who is
unemployed, moved a peti-
tion challenging the process
to absorb outsourced persons
in 23,699 regular posts in
power utilities. The High
Court on June 29 while refus-
ing to stay the process grant-
ed liberty to the petitioner to
move an application if some-
thing happened in the mean-
while.

Counsel appearing for Mr
Kumar on Monday told a divi-
sion bench comprising acting
Chief Justice Ramesh
Ranganathan and Justice J.
Uma Devi that Transco was
issuing orders to absorb the
outsourced employees.

HC status quo on unified rules
■ TS teachers association says Prez has no right to amend rulesFROM | COURT

Plea questions
sop to mantris
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

A petition has been
moved before the
Hyderabad High
Court challenging the
action of the AP gov-
ernment in withdraw-
ing pending cases
against TD leaders of
the state.

This newspaper had
reported on the issue
last week.

Mr A. Ramakrishna
Reddy, YSRC MLA
from Mangalagiri,
moved the petition
challenging the GOs
issued by the govern-
ment to withdraw
cases against 273 per-
sons including Spea-
ker Kodela Siva Pra-
sada Rao, Deputy
Chief Ministers K.E.
Krishnamurthy and
N. Chinarajappa, min-
isters Devineni Uma
Maheswara Rao,

Kollu Ravindra, Nak-
ka Anand Babu, K.
Atchennaidu and
Ganta Srinivasa Rao.

The MLA said the
GOs were issued
selectively directing
withdrawal of prose-
cution only against
the leaders of the rul-
ing party.

He said the GOs
reflected the poor
administration of
criminal justice sys-
tem “at the behest of
the politically parti-
san attitude of the
government resulting
in the breakdown of
Constitutional machi-
nery.”

Mr Ramakrishna
Reddy urged the court
to declare the state
government action as
illegal as it had no
power to withdraw
cases against the
respondents which
were grave in nature.

TS STAFF CAN USE AP NGOs HOUSE
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Hyderabad High Court
on Monday directed the AP
Non-Gazetted Officers Asso-
ciation to allow the Bha-
gyanagar Telangana Non-
Gazetted Officers Associa-
tion to utilsie the services of
AP NGO Bhavan at Gun-
foundry.

A division bench compris-
ing acting Chief Justice
Ramesh Ranganathan and
Justice J. Uma Devi was

dealing with an appeal by
the Bhagyanagar Telan-
gana NGOs Association
challenging an order of the
single judge who had stayed
a Telangana state govern-
ment order allotting some
portion in AP NGO Home to
the Bhagyanagar associa-
tion.

The bench made it clear
that the members of
Bhagyanagar NGOs associ-
ation would not use the
rooms of the Bhavan exclu-
sively.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Hyderabad High
Court on Monday direct-
ed the Registrar General
to permit law graduates
who had completed their
LLB in the three-year for-
mat to apply for the post
of ‘law clerk’ to assist
judges.

A division bench com-
promising Justice V.
Ramasubramanian and
Justice T. Rajani was
dealing with a petition by
LLB graduate S.M Saifu-
llah challenging the noti-
fication which allowed
only law graduates who
did their five-year LLB to
apply for the post.

COURT ALLOWS

3-YR LLBs AS

LAW CLERKS

Hyderabad, July 31: Union
minister Ramdas Athawale
favoured giving reservation
to economically-backward
sections among other com-
munities without affecting
the existing quotas for SCs,
STs and OBCs.

“Without touching the
reservation for SC, ST, OBC,
a law to give reservation of
25 per cent in the remaining
50 per cent, to the boys and
girls of castes who are not

SCs, STs, and OBCs, through
a ‘creamy layer’ method,
whose annual income is
below `6 lakh, should be
made,” he told reporters.

Observing that one of the
reasons for the injustice
meted out towards Dalits
was the feeling among oth-
ers that the communities
have reservation, he said he
has made the proposal in a
meeting of the ruling NDA.

— PTI

ATHAWALE WANTS QUOTA FOR POOR



IN BRIEF

Both Telugu-
speaking

states should
cooperate for

development in
all sectors

— Nayani Narasimha
Reddy

TS home minister

Kimidi Kala Venkata Rao, TD AP
chief says Nandyal byelection
would be a cakewalk for the party
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Patients suffer as docs protest
■ Patients are running from one hospital to another only to be turned away ■ Two deaths reported
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

On Monday afternoon, an
ambulance pulled over to
the Osmania General
Hospital at the front gate.
A man jumped out from
the vehicle and tried to
enter into the building to
get a stretcher. But, bef-
ore he could even reach
the door, he was stopped
by a security guard, who
told him to back away and
take the patient to some
other hospital.

“My mother is extreme-
ly sick, and she just suf-
fered from her second
heart stroke. But, here
they did not even allow us
to enter into the hospital.
Now I do not know what
to do. I fear my mother
will die on the way if I
drive her to another hos-
pital in this traffic,” said
Abdul Raheem, a 40-year-
old tailor from Kala-
pathar, whose mother
Ayshabi, 68 was just
turned away from OGH
because of the ongoing
doctor’s strike.

With more than 250 jun-
ior doctors and house sur-
geons boycotting their
duties except emergency
services since Sunday
night at OGH, hundreds
of patients like Ayshabi
were left in lurch on
Monday. At least six sur-
geries were cancelled.
Hundreds of patients are
still waiting at the hospi-
tal for the protest to get
over. Two deaths have
reportedly occurred after
the strike began. 

Junior doctors are on
strike after a relative of a
patient brutally attacked
a female intern.

While the resident med-
ical officer claims that all
patients who have been
diverted are being sent to
Gandhi hospital, patients
claim that they are
turned away from there,
too, as junior doctors
there are also on a strike.

Lokesh Beerakayala,
member of Junior Doct-
ors Association, “Over
eleven hospitals have boy-
cotted their electives like
Osmania in solidarity. We
understand that the gen-
eral health of patients are
suffering but the emer-
gencies in all hospitals
are running.”

Meanwhile, patients
run from hospital to hos-
pital in search of afford-
able treatment to be
turned away.

Afreen Begum from
Kareemnagar says, “My
husband has been a regu-
lar dialysis patient for
more than six months.
This time after travelling
for so long, we were made
to wait for more than six
hours before he was
taken to a room. We were
not informed about the
strike and no doctor came
to check on my husband.
Patients are just picked
according to the discre-
tion of the doctors and
made to wait at the emer-
gency room.”

Several patients are also

being turned away from
the emergency ward.
Only fewer Medical Legal
Cases are admitted at the
ward. Sources said that
more than 30 emergency
patients were stopped and
were asked to go to
Gandhi hospital in the
first half of the day. 

Meanwhile, Chief
Medical Officer Dr
Shankar claimed that he
tried to admit as many
patients as possible into
the emergency ward. 

“As you can see there
are limited number of
doctors here now.   We
had to ask few patients to
go to Gandhi hospital.
But, critical patients have
been taken in,” he said. 

As bystanders wait anx-
iously in the waiting
room and at the entrance,
junior doctors claim that
the hospital is lot calmer
ever since the strike start-
ed as the number of cases
are few. However the
number of patients who
wait for approval to be
admitted is staggering. 

Fatima Azeez, a bys-
tander says, “They refu-
sed to check The BP of
my daughter. When I rai-
sed my voice and asked
them if they were just
going to let her die, they
grudgingly accompanied
me towards her. How can
patients be held account-
able for the hospital’s
fault? Medical cases can-
not be ignored or judged
in severity according to
the wishes of doctors.”

Sunday attack not new,
we lack security: Docs
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Junior doctors at Osma-
nia General Hospital
say Sunday’s attack was
not a rare incident.

“There have been mul-
tiple attacks in the
recent months. Last
month, a patient’s fami-
ly member thrashed a
nephrology specialist
right in front of us. The
patient was extremely
critical, and the doctors
counselled the family
that the death was
inevitable. On sudden

provocation, the rela-
tives beat up doctor
after the patient died,”
said Dr L.A.P. Deepthi, a
general physician at
OGH. 

“They do not under-
stand that we do our
best to treat people with
limited facilities. We are
not gods to perform mir-
acles. We try our best to
make the relatives
understand what is
going on but often they
tend to be aggressive,”
she added. 

Doctors feel that one of
the major issues at OGH

was lack of security.
“The guards are cor-
rupt. They allow the rel-
atives of patients into
the restricted areas like
the ICU by taking
bribes. That’s why our
safety is at stake here.
Even if there is vio-
lence, the guards will
stand there watching,”
said another junior doc-
tor. 

The doctors feel that if
they do not stand up for
themselves and raise
the issue now, the
instances of violence
will continue to happen.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Afzalgunj police on Monday
arrested a man who allegedly
attacked a junior doctor at
Osmania General Hospital on
Sunday night following a
patient’s death.

Police arrested Mohammed
Nadeem, 38, a painter from
Warasiguda, whose mother
had died in the hospital while
undergoing treatment. The
case has been booked against
him for outraging a woman’s
modesty, and assault. 

“Since the doctor is a
woman, and the suspect phys-
ically assaulted her, we boo-
ked a case against him under
IPC sections 354 (outraging a
woman’s modesty) and 353
(assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from dis-
charge of his duty),” said
Afzalgunj police inspector P.
Gananendar Reddy.

Police also have booked a
case against Nadeem’s rela-
tive, Yasmin, for assaulting
the doctor.

The incident occurred on
Sunday night after Nadeem’s
mother Mumtaz, 68, died in
the hospital. Mumtaz was
brought to the hospital a
week ago after she was paral-
ysed. She had suffered two
brain strokes and her condi-
tion was getting worse. 

After she died, Nadeem
allegedly abused, slapped and
twisted the junior doctor’s
arms before pushing her to
the floor.

Dr Sanjana Nethagani, who
was on duty at the time, and a
witness to the incident, said, 
“Four of us who were on duty
that night were physically
harmed by the chairs. Since I
and the resident doctor ran
away after hearing the death
threats, they latched onto her,
pinched and slapped her.”

■ Officials claim actor not a drug peddler, was cooperativeHUNTING | FOR CLUES

SIT grills Tanish to bust drug culture
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The Special Investigation
Team on drug cases on
Monday questioned Tolly-
wood hero Alladi Tanish on
the drug culture in the film
industry and trafficking.

A source from the SIT
said that Tanish was com-
fortable during the interro-
gation and replied to most
of the questions with a
‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

Despite this, the source
said the SIT had got “some
useful information” from
his statements. “He denied
drug consumption and did
not reveal any clues on his
relationship with alleged
mastermind Calvin
Mascarenhas and Zeeshan
Ali Khan. But we have got
strong evidence against
them after questioning
Tanish,” the source said.

“As he was co-operative
and as per the evidence we
have that he is not a drug
peddler, we finished his
interrogation in four
hours,” the source said.

The SIT questioned him
on his mobile numbers, the
reasons behind his foreign
trips and his visits to pubs
related to two heroes in

Tollywood.
After completing the

interrogation, Tanish told
the media that he had never
consumed drugs and was
against narcotics. 

“My family faced trouble
due to stories in the media
on my ‘links’ with the drug
racket. I co-operated with

the SIT,” he said.
So far the SIT has ques-

tioned 11 film personalities
— director Puri Jagannath,
camera person Shyam K.
Naidu, art director Chinna,
actors Ravi Teja, Navdeep,
Tarun, Subba Raju and
actresses Charmme and
Mumaith Khan — for more

than 94 hours since July 19.
Actor Ananda Krishna
alias Nandu will be ques-
tioned on Tuesday.

The SIT questioned two
engineering students,
Nirupam Reddy and Akhil
Chaudhary on Monday in
connection with the drugs
cases.

An official from the SIT
said that after questioning
Nandu, the SIT would veri-
fy al the video footage of
statements given by the
film personalities before
taking a call on producing
the evidence in court.

Police officials arrest Telangana TDP working President A. Revanth Reddy and other TDP
activists who took part in the rally against drug menace at Ambedkar Statue near Tank
Band in Hyderabad on Monday. — DC

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31 

Junior doctors said they
would go on an indefi-
nite strike if their
demand for additional
security in emergency
rooms not be met.

Dr Samatha Toopran
said, “The assault hap-
pened because they beli-
eved it was medical neg-
ligence. This is the third
time this month that we
have had relatives react
this way but what are
we to do? With no basic
drugs including saline
available, how do we
treat patients?” She said
it was gross negligence
of the hospital manage-
ment. “We cannot be
expected to take a call
on which patient is
more serious and who
deserves the last saline
bottle. It is a govern-

ment hospital and medi-
cines should be avail-
able free of cost.”

Dr Sai Kiran said, “We
are often instructed to
tell patients that their
chances are bleak so
that even if they die we
will not be harmed. We
have to hear so much of
verbal abuse every day.
We finally decided to go
on strike as this attack

was brutal and against a
female intern. Our
patience has run out.”

The junior doctors
allege that apathy of the
paramedical staff also
leads to incidents which
they are held responsi-
ble for. “If we are not
provided with basic
necessities, what are we
to do,” a doctor asked.

They alleged the resi-
dent medical officer did
not send the body of the
patient, whose relatives
ran amok on Sunday, to
an autopsy to prove that
there was no medical
negligence. Asked about
this, a hospital official
claimed that the body
was handed over to the
police to follow legal
procedures. OGH super-
intendent Dr G.V.S
Murthy said security in
the hospital was being
boosted.

Nurses attend to patients at Osmania General
Hospital following a strike by junior doctors. — DC

Doctors threaten to 
go on indefinite strike 

Cops nab one who
attacked doctor

■ ■ JUNIOR DOC-
TORS alleged the
resident medical
officer did not send
the body of the
patient, whose rela-
tives ran amok on
Sunday, to an
autopsy to prove
that there was no
medical negligence.

■ ■ OVER 250 junior
doctors and house
surgeons have boy-
cotted their duties
since Sunday night at
OGH.

■ ■ AT LEAST six sur-
geries were can-
celled. Patients were
left in the lurch with
hundreds waiting at
the hospital for the
protest to end.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

A case has been registered
against the principal of St
Patrick’s School in
Chintalkunta, LB Nagar, for
allegedly beating a Class X stu-
dent with a stick for not carry-
ing her school diary to school.
The LB Nagar police acted on a
complaint they received from
the student Suchitra.

The principal, P.C.
Chandrashekhar Rao, has been
booked under the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act and also under
Section 354 IPC (outraging the
modesty of a woman).

P. Venugopal Rao, assistant
commissioner of police, LB
Nagar, said, “We received the
complaint from the student
herself. Her parents came
along with the girl to complain
against the school principal.”

He said the school authorities
deny the girl was beaten, but
gave contradictory statements
saying that “red marks have
been observed on her hands”.
They further said the student
was not regular in the school
and hence they were a bit strict
with her.

Balala Hakkula Sangham, a
child rights organisation, has
demanded action as the princi-
pal had also allegedly beaten
the girl on her buttocks, accord-
ing to her statement.

TEACHER
BEATS CLASS X

GIRL, BOOKED

PYTHON
SPOTTED IN

CLASSROOM

■ Niloufer Hospital
■ TB Hospital 
■ Institute of Mental Health
■ Gandhi Hospital
■ Sarojini Devi Eye Hospital 
■ ENT Hospital, Koti
■ Maternity Hospital, Sultan
Bazaar
■ Demands of junior doctors
■ Improved security in hospitals
■ Police force to be deployed in
sensitive areas such as emer-
gency wards
■ CCTV cameras to be installed in
all areas of hospital
■ Stock of medicines and more
equipment

HOSPITALS WHERE JUNIOR
DOCTORS ARE ON STRIKE

CASES BOOKED, NO ACTION
■ July, 2017
A Nephrologist at
OGH was attacked by
a patient’s relatives,
who blamed him for
the death of their kin.
No case was booked
in this incident. 

A General Physician
was attacked by two
people after a
woman succumbed
to illness.  No case
was booked. 

■ June, 2017
A woman doctor was
abused and threat-
ened by a patient’s
father. Police
booked a
petty case.

■ March, 2007, 
The relatives of a 16-
year-old boy van-
dalised a private
Hospital in
Lakdikapool and
attacked a doctor fol-
lowing his death dur-
ing treatment. A case
was booked.  

■ April, 2016 
A woman gynecolo-
gist at Government
Maternity Hospital in
Petlaburj sustained
injuries on her neck
after she was man-
handled by two atte-
ndants of a patient. A

case was
booked.

Hyderabad, July 31: A python
was spotted in a classroom at
the government primary school
in the Maddulwai village of
Medak district creating panic
among both children and teach-
ers on Monday. 

The python was found when
the students of Class IV tried to
move one of the benches but it
didn’t move. They spotted the
python hiding under the bench.
They immediately ran out of
the class.

The python came out of the
classroom after teachers blew
smoke into the classroom, and
was later killed.

Encountering small snakes
near the school premises is not
new for them, however, this is
the first tine that they came
across a python.

Teachers and students have
urged officials to take adequate
precautionary measures and to
put up fencing around the
school. 

Actor Alladi Tanish arrives
at the excise office
Nampally on Monday.

STARS TARGET
OF SIT PROBE,
SAYS DIRECTOR
DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, JULY 31

Telugu film director P.C.
Aditya said the excise
Special Investigation
Team in Hyderabad had
targeted film stars in its
investigations into the
drugs racket.

Aditya, who was in
Vizianagaram district,
said that SIT officials
had found over 248 con-
tact numbers in the
mobile phone of the
alleged drugs master-
mind Calvin
Mascarenhas but they
were interrogating only
12 film personalities.

With the SIT targeting
film personalities, their
family members are suf-
fering mentally, the
director said.

“My next movie will
focus on how the young-
sters are getting addict-
ed to drugs and how to
tackle the issue,” he said.

■ ■ THE families of film
celebrities targeted by
SIT officials are suf-
fering mentally, film
director PC Aditya



IN BRIEF

MAN FORGES
DOCUMENTS,

ARRESTED
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The West Zone task force
arrested a man for preparing
fake educational certificates of
JNTU and selling it. Police
seized 16 B.Tech certificates,
four holograms, a rental agree-
ment and a laptop from him.
The accused, K. Vinod Kumar,
31, is a resident of Brundavan
colony in Boduppal. 

“Koppal Vinod Kumar com-
pleted B.Tech from JNTU. In
2010, he started a business
named ‘Ascenders Consulting
Services’ near Osmania
University gate. He came into
contact with one Narender, 30,
of Karmanghat, and he
informed Vinod that he was
preparing fake B.Tech certifi-
cates of JNTU and asked him
to get customers. Vinod decid-
ed to send details of persons
who needed certificates to
Narender,” said DCP B. Limba
Reddy.  

Vinod started collecting data
about students needing certifi-
cates and send it to Narender
and after preparation of cer-
tificates, Narender handed it
over in person to him. “Later,
he gave the forged certificates
to customers by charging
`80,000 to `1 Lakh. He also
used to give `50,000 to `70,000
to Narender,” the DCP added. 

Vinod was handed over to
Nallakunta police station.

Congress
removed a

BC PCC chief
and named a
Dalit as wor-

king prez. That
is discrim-

ination 
— Talasani Srinivas 

Yadav
TS minister 

Yanamala says Jagan is dreaming of
becoming CM, but he must remember
he has to attend court every Friday
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Labourer killed
in L&T colony

Hyderabad: A 25-year-old
labourer employed with L&T

was found murdered in the
L&T labour colony in Miyapur

on Monday. Police suspect
his colleagues could have

killed him in a fight over
alcohol. The deceased Bihar
native Arun Kumar was seen

consuming alcohol on
Sunday night with Thakur

Rai, Akku and Rajbeer, and
an argument broke out

between them. The guards
pacified them. Later, the four

went out but only Thakur
Rai, Akku and Rajbeer

returned. On Monday the
three left. Hours later work-
ers found the body of Arun

Kumar. Police said the three
could have killed Arun.

2 Andhra Bank
babus convicted
Hyderabad: The principal

special judge for CBI cases in
Hyderabad has convicted

two Andhra Bank officials for
cheating. The convicted offi-

cials are K. Hari Kumar, a
cashier and K. Ramesh
Kumar, the manager of

Gajularamaram branch of AB.
The case started in 2010 and

a charge sheet was filed in
2013. The court ordered RI

for criminal conspiracy,
cheating and breach of trust

by a public servant. 
The accused has to undergo
five years RI and pay a fine

of `1.8 lakh. The CBI said the
case was registered on

January 21, 2010 alleging
that the two fraudulently

handled cash pay-in slips for
several current accounts and

caused loss to the bank.

Auto driver held
for vehicle theft

Hyderabad: A 25-year-old
autorickshaw driver was
booked by Jubilee Hills

police on Monday for steal-
ing vehicles. Police recov-
ered stolen vehicles worth

`1.6 lakh from him. The
accused was identified as

Kukkala Ilesh from
Yousufguda. “His earnings

were not enough so he
decided to steal vehicles. On

July 24 he stole a scooter
parked opposite Manjeera

Wines in Krishnanagar and
hid it nearby. After that he

found an autorickshaw
parked on Road No: 36 of
Jubilee Hills and took it,”

said police officials. Jubilee
Hills police arrested him and

recovered the scooter and
autorickshaw on Monday. 

EVE

Many seniors caught
by SHE teams in city
DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Around 20 per cent of
those caught by the
SHE team for harass-
ing women were senior
citizens. 

In one case, a 63-year-
old retired government
employee started
molesting his grand-
daughter’s classmate
when he used to go to
her school to drop her. 

After the SHE team
received a complaint
they checked CCTV
footages available in
the classroom and
arrested the man. 

The police launched
an investigation after
the 10-year-old victim’s
parents approached
the cops alleging that
their daughter was
molested. Police identi-
fied the suspect as 63-
year-old retired gov-
ernment employee B.

Viswanatham of
Himayatnagar.  

Police checked CCTV
footages of the class
and secured evidence
against the accused.
“He used to go to the
classroom to pick up
his granddaughter.
When he saw the vic-
tim in the classroom
with not many people
around he used to
touch her inappropri-
ately,” said a SHE team
official.  

After investigation

the SHE team booked a
case under Section 354-
A of IPC (molestation)
and Section 8 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
Act, 2012. 

He was later arrested
and sent to judicial
custody.

In another case a 71-
year-old man was
arrested by the SHE
team when he inappro-
priately touched
women at the Koti bus
station. 

In another incident a
64-year-old man started
talking to a woman
while she was waiting
for a bus at the
Kukatpally bus station.
When the man started
insisting that she
should accompany him
to a movie and then
come to his home she
alerted the cops. 

Senior citizens were
also caught catcalling
on the streets, at bus
stations and at other
public places. 

During counselling
sessions the senior citi-
zens who were caught
in action said that they
thought they would
never get caught by the
police. 

But, after thr police
detained them they
realised the gravity of
their offense and were
embarrassed to inform
their families, said a
police official.  

■They thought they would never be found out by cops

TEASING

CAUGHT IN THE ACT
■ ■ SENIOR CITIZENS

were also caught
catcalling and

harassing women on
the streets, at bus

stations and at
many other

public places. 

■ ■ AFTER THE
police detained
them they realised
the gravity of their
act and were
embarrassed to
inform their kin, a
police official said

CBI books
its own
inspector

Class IX girl ends
life over `60 theft
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Troubled by her friends sus-
pecting her for stealing `60,
a Class IX girl committed
suicide in Vikarabad district
on Monday. Police said the
deceased, Kerelli Harika,
hanged herself on the prem-
ises of the Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidhyalaya (KGBV)
hostel. The district adminis-
tration and KGBV
announced a compensation
of `3 lakh for her family.

Harika was the eldest
daughter of Tukkamma and
Rajender Reddy. After
Tukkamma died, Rajender
Reddy left Harika and her
younger brother at their
maternal grandparents’
house in Kottapally village

and went back to his place in
Karimnagar district.

The children’s grandpar-
ents Sumitramma and
Venkat Reddy took care of
them. Two years ago, Harika
was admitted to the KGBV
hostel in Marpally while she
was in Class VII.

On Sunday morning a stu-
dent in the hostel lost `60
and informed the warden.

Later, all the students were
questioned, but it was not
found. Harika who was also
questioned felt humiliated.

On Monday when the girls
went to take bath they found
Harika hanging from a tree
behind the hostel. “Other
than the money there was no
other reason for the suicide.
She did not leave a suicide
note,” SI P. Vital Reddy said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The CBI unit of
Visakhapatnam has reg-
istered a case of crimi-
nal breach of trust and
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act against a
former inspector who
allegedly failed to
deposit `1.2 lakh he had
seized from an accused
in bank, and for giving
false deposition in court.

The case was booked
after an inquiry against
CBI Visakhapatnam’s
former inspector N. Raja
Rao who is now superin-
tendent of Central
Excise at Samalkot. 

CBI said the inquiry
was held to find the miss-
ing `1.2 lakh seized from
the house of an accused
in 2006 in a Cotton
Corporation case. The
amount was neither
deposited in court nor in
the CBI’s bank account.

The CBI said, “A case
was registered against
one T. Bhanoji Rao, the
GM of Cotton
Corporation of India.
Raja Rao searched the
house of Bhanoji Rao in
Guntur and seized `1.2
lakh. Another search
was also conducted in
Mumbai in which `1.49
lakh was seized and the
same was deposited in
the CBI bank account.
However the IO didn’t
mention this in the
charge sheet. Raja Rao
told the court in 2013
falsely that no seizures
were made at the resi-
dence of the accused.”

Two steal
Transco
assets

THREE INTER
STUDENTS
BOOKED
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Three Intermediate stu-
dents of Narayana
Junior College who
allegedly assaulted their
junior were booked by
the police. KPHB police
registered a case against
the minor boys.

Police said the victim
was studying at the
KPHB Narayana Junior
College. A few days ago
he had a fight with his
classmate. Two days ago,
the latter informed his
friends about the fight
after which he along
with his friends came to
the college, and that led
to a fight resulting in the
second boy and his
friends trying to assault
the first boy. Police dis-
persed the boys. The
police registered a case
under Section 341.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Pahadishareef police
arrested two men for
stealing insulators and
conductors worth
`6,02,085 on Monday. 
The stolen material was

meant for Telangana
State Transco. 

The arrested men are
Mohd Shakeer Hussain,
a 23-year-old driver hail-
ing from Narayankhed
in Medak, and Mohd
Rafiq, a 35-year-old
labourer from
Musheerabad.

The absconding per-
sons are Nadeem and
Ali, both residents of
Musheerabad and Srinu
alias Gajji Raiu. The
police has launched a
manhunt for them all
over the state.

“We received a com-
plaint from one P.
Kishan Rao, 40, working
as project manager for
KMV Projects Limited at
Fab City on July 20 that
a day before the material
kept in his office went
missing,” said Pahadis-
hareef inspector V.V.
Chalapathi. 

“The missing things
were ACSR/Moose con-
ductor 1.65 km, seven 70
KN/SRC insulators, 13
120 KN/SRC insulators,
13 single tension hard-
ware for ACSR moose
conductor and single
suspension hardware,”
the police inspector
added. 

Based on his complaint
Pahadishareef police
booked a case under
Section 379 (theft) of the
Indian Penal Code,
arrested the two and
sent them to judicial
custody.

LB Nagar DCP M. Venkateswar Rao checking out valuables seized from a gang
of burglars in Hayathnagar on Monday. — DC

Four held for burglary,
goods worth `7L seized
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Rachakonda police
solved a two-month old
burglary case and
arrested four suspects
on Monday, including a
degree student and two
minors. Police recov-
ered valuables worth
around `7 lakh from
them. The arrested per-
sons are Md Zameer, a
welder, Md Asif Ali, a
degree final year stu-
dent and two minors
aged 17.

LB Nagar DCP M.
Venkateswar Rao said
that between April 29
and May 20, the victim
Radheshyam Vikram, a
businessman from
Kuntloor, went on vaca-
tion along with his fam-
ily. When they returned
they found that the
house had been burgled

and gold jewellery, sil-
ver and cash was stolen
from the house.

On Monday,
Hayathnagar police saw
the suspects moving in
suspicious circum-
stances and apprehend-
ed them. 

During questioning
they admitted commit-
ing thefts. 

Zameer said that he
was involved in seven
burglaries. The minors

were involved in 12 and
11 cases respectively
and Asif was involved
in one case. Another
gang member Ilyas is
absconding.

One of the minors was
earlier apprehended
and sent to a correction-
al home. After release
he continued crime. A
month ago he was
caught for theft and
when produced before
the Juvenile Board the
members warned him
to change and let him go
after counselling.

“He did not change
and continued to
engage in crime with
his friends. They spent
the earning on luxu-
ries,” the DCP said.

Police recovered gold
and silver articles, elec-
tronic gadgets and cash
worth `7.3 lakh from
the arrested suspects.

■ ■ ONE of the minors
was caught and sent
to a correctional
home. But after that
he continued crime.
He was caught again
and the Juvenile
Justice Board
had warned him

Woman poses as
cop on FB, nabbed
DC CORRESPONDENT
WARANGAL, JULY 31

Warangal police arrest-
ed a 26-year-old woman
named P. Prathyusha
Reddy on Monday for
duping several people
by posing as a police
constable. 

Police said she had
created fake ID cards
and uniform and a
Facebook account and
misled people into
believing that she was a
police constable. 

Police said the woman
hailed from
Kesamudram in
Mahbubabad district
and was an M.Com
graduate.

Police said she used to
tell people online
through her Facebook
account that she was in
financial crisis and

used to collect money
from them. 

In this way she got
connected to one Sagar
who lives in Dubai. She
used to chat with him
and one day asked him
to send money saying
that her father had met
with an accident and
needed money urgently.
In this way she extract-
ed `70,000 from him.

However, Sagar grew
suspicious and asked
for her details. She said
that she was a constable
at Subedari police sta-
tion. Sagar asked his
brother to go to the
Subedari police station
and enquire about her.
On finding out that his
brother had been
deceived he filed a com-
plaint. The Subedari
police arrested
Prathyusha Reddy on
Monday.

Inspector A. Srinivas
said the woman might
have duped several peo-
ple but so far no one has
filed a complaint. She
managed to get a fake
police uniform through
a friend in Khammam.

The police seized fake
ID cards, phones, police
uniforms and a two-
wheeler from her.

■ ■ POLICE SAID
Prathyusha Reddy
used to tell people
through her
Facebook account
that she was in
financial crisis and
collect money from
them. She took
`70K from one Sagar



IN BRIEF

In every mafia
and scam
unearthed
anywhere

recently, only
TRS leaders
are involved

— E. Peddireddy
TD leader

Naidu tells officials to be ready with
water conservation methods as no
rains predicted in near future
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EASING

South board pact to
simplify power sale 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

In a major development,
electricity boards of sou-
thern states on Monday
reached an agreement to
simplify procedures to
purchase power from
surplus states and con-
stituted a committee to
prepare guidelines.

They also decided to
cooperate with one
another in power genera-
tion, distribution and
supply, at a meeting of
the Southern Region
Power Committee at
Vidyut Soudha here.

At present, states that
want to sell surplus
power and those that
want to purchase it have
to do their transactions
through the power
exchange. 

The information
should be given a day in
advance.

Under this arrange-
ment the surplus state
cannot automatically
sell the excess power in
the open market immedi-
ately. 

The state which is in
dire need cannot pur-
chase its requirement
immediately, and has to
evaluate demand a day
in advance.

In the proposed agree-
ment, the southern sta-
tes will enter into mutu-
al agreements and trans-
act power through the
Southern Region Load
Dispatch Centre. 

Committee chairman
D. Prabhakar Rao, chair-
man and managing
director of Transco, said
the process would be

completed in an hour
and the process would be
online.

The surplus and short-
age details will be
exchanged online and
the Indian Energy
Exchange rates will
apply. 

Southern states will
sign agreements without
going through the
tedious process of sign-
ing power purchase
agreements frequently. 

The member states of
the Southern Region
Power Committee

accepted the initial draft
and a committee was
formed under the chair-
manship of Mr S.R.
Bhatt, member-secretary
to prepare the final draft.

The states will meet in
Kerala on August 20 to
take a final decision.

■ It will also make a committee to prepare guidelines

BUSINESS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

The supply of electrici-
ty could go into the
hands of private par-
ties, if a Niti Aayog pro-
posal to the Centre is
adopted.

Because of the aggre-
gate debt, discoms often
end up defaulting pay-
ments to power genera-
tion companies. Large
volumes of power is
lost during transmis-
sion and distribution
loses due to theft and
low efficiency leading
to lower revenue.

It said the ultimate
solution lay in ensuring
that electricity distri-
bution was subject to
commercial pressure.
This can be achieved by
separating the distribu-
tion of electricity from
ownership of the distri-
bution grid, it said.

Discoms would con-
tinue to own the grid
while distribution or

sale of electricity
would pass on to pri-
vate agents. 

The private firms
would contract with
generation companies
to buy electricity and
sell it to the final cus-
tomers. Electricity
would be supplied from
the generating station
to the point of con-
sumption on the trans-
mission and distribu-
tion infrastructure at
charges to be deter-
mined by regulators.

Under this arrange-
ment, the Niti Aayog
sees distributors com-
peting for customers.

Niti Aayog said the
separation of the grid
from distribution of
electricity could allow
captive generation to
turn into an effective
source of power. 

It said the Electricity
Act, 2003 had freed cap-
tive generation from all
controls including the
licence requirement

and techno economic
clearance from the
Central Electricity
Authority. 

Once captive genera-
tion is offered smooth
access to the grid, its
potential can be fully
exploited.

Niti Aayog said when
discoms are in poor
financial condition,
generation companies
fear that they would be
unable to make good on
their promised pay-
ments. 

In turn, generation
companies refuse to
enter into power pur-
chase agreements with
discoms.

The result is that the
latter are unable to pro-
vide electricity even
when customers are
able and willing to pay
for it. 

Sooner or later, the
government has to step
in to bail out the dis-
coms the Niti Aayog
said.

Niti power plan may see
distributors competing

ANUDEEP CEREMILLA | DC
WARANGAL, JULY 31

Most people go abroad
with the aim of earning,
but seldom think about
the land that raised them. 

Gudi Vamshidhar Reddy,
a native of Madharam vil-
lage in Raghunathpalli
mandal of Jangaon dis-
trict is not among such
people. 

Unlike any other young-
ster, he was able to achieve
his childhood dream of
setting up his own IT firm
at an age of just 25. 

After completing post-
graduation in London in
2011, he opened his own IT
firm, Conglomerate IT Sol-
utions Pvt Ltd, in Texas
with branches in Canada
and London. As the firm
developed, he set up a
branch in Hyderabad’s
Madhapur. Now 32-year-
old, he is married with two
children and well settled

in life. However, Vamshi-
dhar was not satisfied
with this success. 

He wanted to do more for
the society but was not
sure how or where to beg-
in. During his recent visit
to native village, he identi-
fied many issues the vil-

lage faced. That is when he
realised that his village
required his help imme-
nsely. There were no
streetlights, the village sc-
hool premises were damp
due to rains and absence
of a proper drainage sys-
tem in place. The villagers

faced problems in the sum-
mer due to lack of proper
water source. 

He made a vow that he
would develop his native
village into a model vil-
lage in the state and adopt-
ed it. The villagers hailed
Vamshidhar’s move and

supported his cause. 
“After Vamshidhar

adopted the village, he
donated 500 LED street-
lights; about 80 tractor-
load of gravel was brought
to repair the government
school ground. Proposals
for a water plant and a
proper drainage system
were also put in place.
More people like him must
come forward to help their
villages,” said sarpanch
Balne Anuradha.

Vamshidhar says that
though he received most of
his education in Hanam-
konda and Narsampet, he
has a strong bond with his
village. “My parents alw-
ays encouraged me to help
the needy, hence, I took up
social service seriously
and began from my own
village. I knew that if I did
not take the initiative, no
one else would and the vil-
lage would remain back-
ward.”

Techie returns home to help villagers
■ Vamshidhar had studied in London and owns his own firmHELPING | HANDS

SEEMANDHRA

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 31

Jana Sena chief and
actor Pawan Kalyan
met Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
for about an hour on
Monday at Secretariat.
Mr Naidu cancelled his
scheduled tour of East
Godavari district to
meet Mr Kalyan.

It is learnt that they
discussed the Kapu
movement and other
important political
developments in the
presence of officials
from health, rural
development, labour
and employment,
finance, planning and
other departments. 

The officials had
explained the govern-
ment’s measures for
the victims of kidney
disease in Uddanam
village in Srikakulam
district. The manner
in which the presenta-
tions were given was as
if the government was
giving an explanation
to Mr Kalyan.

Mr Kalyan’s vehicle
was allowed to enter
the Secretariat through
the gate used by the
Chief Minister to
reach Block-1. There
was some criticism at

the vehicle, being sur-
rounded by bouncers,
being allowed to the
portico of Block-1 of
the CMO.

A CMO official said
the government had
given undue impor-
tance to Mr Kalyan,
While this was a little
embarrassing, they
were helpless as politi-
cal reasons compelled
the CM to do so.

A Cabinet Minister
said the the political
scenario and the talk of
caste dominance had
led to Mr Naidu rolling
out the red carpet. He
expressed the hope that
Mr Kalyan would con-
tinuing supporting the
TD in 2019 elections.

At the same time, Mr
Kalyan talked of get-
ting along with the gov-
ernment in resolving
Uddanam kidney dis-
ease issue.

Naidu cancels
meet for Pawan

TD MLC set
to join YSRC
DC CORRESPONDENT
ANANTAPUR, JULY 31

In a major jolt to the
Telugu Desam, espe-
cially ahead of the
Nandyal byelection, Mr
Shilpa Chakrapani
Reddy, recently elected
as MLC under local
bodies’ quota on a TD
ticket, is all set to
defect to the YSRC to
support his brother
Shilpa Mohan Reddy,
the YSRC candidate in
the bypoll.

It is a peculiar situa-
tion for YSRC Kurnool
district leaders to
entertain defection of
elected representatives
from other parties,
because it has a tradi-
tion of inviting leaders
who quit their posts. 

Mr Chakrapani Red-

dy was elected two
months ago after Chief
Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu initiated a
move to attract voters
from other parties.

His brother Mohan
Reddy had quit the TD
when differences arose
over the nomination
for the Nandyal Asse-
mbly bypoll following
the death of MLA
Bhuma Nagi Reddy. 

Mr Chakrapani
Reddy had kept himself
away from campaign
for the past few days
because there was no
invitation from TD
leaders. Speculation is
that Mr Chakrapani
Reddy will defect on
August 3 during the
visit of YSRC president
Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy to Nandyal. 

NOTORIOUS
THIEF HELD,
GOLD SEIZED
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Siddipet police arrested
a notorious thief and his
two associates on
Monday and recovered a
huge quantity of gold
and silver articles from
them. The suspects are
V. Bikshapathi, 29, B.
Raju, 27, and G. Gopal,
27. Siddipet police com-
missioner Shiva Kumar
said that Bikshapathi
was working as a labour-
er and started commit-
ting thefts and used the
money for luxuries.

On Monday while he
was proceeding towards
Kamareddy to sell stolen
goods, the crime team
nabbed him and he
admitted that he was
involved in thefts.

“He is involved in 17
cases including nine in
Siddipet, four in
Kamareddy, three in
Rajanna Siricilla dis-
trict and one in Medak
district,” the commis-
sioner said. He used to
sell the stolen property
to his aides Raju and
Gopal for less prices and
spend the money on lux-
uries.

Police arrested the
three and recovered 60
tolas of gold, 150 tolas of
silver worth over `4.5
lakh from them. They
were remanded.

Gudi Vamshidhar Reddy with the residents of his hometown Madharam. — DC

DUMPING IN BROAD DAYLIGHT
An unidentified 

person disposes of a
cartload of dung in
the river Musi from

the Puranapul in
Hyderabad on

Monday. 
The state 

government has
announced plans to
clean the river and

develop a 
world-class 

riverfront.

— MIR QUADIR ALI 

■ ■ IT IS learnt that
they discussed the
Kapu movement and
other important
political develop-
ments in the pres-
ence of officials
from health and
rural development.

15 hurt, 1 critical as stray
dog goes on biting spree
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD JULY 31

15 persons including a
bank employee and a staff
member of a private hos-
pital were injured in a
stray dog attack in Mir-
yalaguda town of Nal-
gonda district on Monday.
The stray dog went on a
biting spree across five
colonies. One of the vic-
tims is in a critical state. 

According to sources,
the stray dog started att-
acking people at Gandhi
Nagar. When people beg-
an chasing it away, it en-
tered Rajiv Chowk, and
subsequently, Kalalwada,
Main Bazaar, and Doctors’
Colony. 

Shiva Kumar, an employ-
ee of Syndicate Bank who
was on his way to work at
the time of the attack,
Srinivas, a compounder at
a private hospital, S.
Nagamma, D. Lingaiah, B.
Lingaiah, and Tejya, are
being treated at the
Government Area
Hospital in Miryalaguda.
Srinivas suffered serious
injuries in the incident.
The hospital in
Miryalaguda did not have
enough vaccines to treat
all the victims, so the rest
had to be shifted to
Nalgonda for treatment. 

Meanwhile, municipal
authorities launched a
search for the dog.

Victims of stray dog attacks in various parts of the city
show their wounds. — DC

STRAY DOG MENACE AT
SCB GOING UNCHECKED
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD JULY 31

Stray dogs in the Secu-
nderabad Cantonment
area have become a
menace to local resi-
dents. 

According to Hemanth
Kumar, a resident of
Text Book Colony in
Kharkhana, their com-
plaints have gone unno-

ticed so far. 
“Earlier, dog-catching

squads would visit the
colonies. Now, they are
rarely spotted. It has
become very difficult to
go for a walk because of
these stray dogs. Board
officials should take
note of people’s prob-
lems and initiate the
necessary action,” he
said.

■ ■ THE STRAY attacked
people at Gandhi
Nagar. When it was
chased away, it
entered Rajiv Chowk,
and later, Kalalwada

GREEN DRIVE
BY SCHOOL,

STUDENTS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

St Gabriel’s School and the res-
idents of Raghavendra Colony,
Uppal turned around what
could have been a failed
Haritha Haaram drive.
Residents claim that municipal
authorities brought around a
100 saplings and dumped it out-
side the school gates without
paying heed to the school
authorities' pleas to place it
inside the school.

Dr Sathish Gabriel, the prin-
cipal of St Gabriel's says, "The
plants were scattered outside
our gate and a lot of mud was
displaced from them. While it
was impossible to revive some,
our staff and residents planted
the saplings in our school and
we also gave plants to students
to plant near their houses to
ensure that no plant was lost."

Residents claim that a lot of
plants were chewed up by cat-
tle. Ashok Niranjan, a resident
says, "We have an open plot in
front of the school. Plants were
given for the same too but we
did not know where to place
them as we did not want to
obstruct the entrance or exit
which would be built later by
the owners. When we contacted
the municipal office they said
that the vacant plots were pri-
vate and they could not take a
call on them. Therefore, we
gave our extra plants to stu-
dents.”

Supplementary
exams in JNTUH

ABVP students
hold rally at UoH

Hyderabad: After many rep-
resentations from detained

students the JNTUH has
decided to conduct

advanced supplementary
exams for I and II semester

for BTech students. The prin-
cipals of affiliated and con-

stituent colleges were direct-
ed to permit detained stu-

dents to attend classes con-
ditionally.  The university has

decided to conduct
advanced supplementary

exams for I and II semester
for BTech students as Choice
Based Credit System (CBCS)

was introduced in 2016-17.
The notification for the

advanced supplementary will
be released shortly by

JNTUH. As semester results
have already been declared
for BTech II and III year stu-
dents it is proposed to con-

sider the performance of
even semester also in

calculating credits.

Hyderabad: Around 80 ABVP
students of University of

Hyderabad held a rally from
the new ‘Kargil Chowk’ in the

south campus to the north
campus demanding an apolo-
gy from the VC for removing
the temporary structure built

on Kargil Vijay Divas. The
administration had earlier

declared that no structures
should be built without per-
mission from the administra-

tion. ABVP leaders have
demanded the installation of

a national flag on the campus
and have also raised

demands for a wall of mar-
tyrs and have threatened

protests at the VC’s house. 

Warangal: A Class IX student
was injured when a ceiling
fan accidentally fell on her

during class hours at the Zilla
Parishad High School in

Chelpur village of
Jayashankar Bhupalapalli dis-

trict. The student, Bindhu,
suffered bleeding injuries on

her nose. The fan was report-
edly loose and came off dur-
ing a class.  The student was

rushed to the government
hospital. The doctors sutured

the lacerated part of the
nose. She was later dis-

charged and her condition is
stable. The school at which
the incident took place was
reportedly adopted by the

collector A. Murali.

Ceiling fan falls
on Class IX student 



Congress leader Raj Babbar was
allegedly injured in police action during a
protest against a demolition drive in UP
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IN BRIEF

The people of
Uttar Pradesh

are not
benefitting from
the same party
governments at
the Centre and

the state
—  Mayawati

BSP chief

Man kidnaps dacoit
family as revenge

Burqa-clad men
loot bank in J&K

Bhopal: In an apparent tit-
for-tat action, a local

Samajwadi Party leader was
said to have held hostage of
the parents of a dacoit who
had allegedly abducted his

son a couple of days ago,
police said on Monday. Vijay,
son of local SP leader, Santu

Singh, was kidnapped at
Markundi railway station in

Satna district at gun point by
the dreaded dacoit, Babli Ko,

police said. Later, Santu
allegedly ‘kidnapped’ the

dacoit’s elderly parents to
put pressure on him to

release his son. “The SP
leader has sent a message to
the dacoit about the abduc-

tion of the latter’s parents,
asking him to exchange

hostages,” police said.

Srinagar: Burqa-clad gun-
men, suspected to be Hizbul

Mujahideen militants, on
Monday looted `5.20 lakh

from a bank in the Anantnag
district in south Kashmir, the

police said. “Three to four
burqa-clad gunmen entered

the Jammu and Kashmir
Bank branch at Arwani and
decamped with `5.20 lakh
cash,” police said. A police
spokesman said that initial

investigation indicated that
Hizbul Mujahideen militants

were involved in the robbery.
“During the initial probe it

was found that Hizbul mili-
tants are involved,” the

spokesman said.

GJM GIVES
DEADLINE TO

CENTRE
Darjeeling (WB), July 31:
The Gorkha Janamukti Mo-
rcha has given a ten-day dead-
line to the Centre to intervene
in the Gorkhaland statehood
stir as the indefinite shutdown
in the hills entered its 47th day
on Monday.

“We have given a ten-day
deadline to the Union govern-
ment to intervene. An indefi-
nite shutdown is going on for
the last 47 days. The Centre
can’t just sit idle when the hills
are burning,” GJM assistant
general secretary Binay
Tamang told reporters.

The 30-member Gorkhaland
Movement Coordination Com-
mittee, a body of all the hill pa-
rties of Darjeeling, is in Delhi
for an all-party meeting.

The GMC has sought an
appointment with Union home
minister Rajnath Singh to brief
him on the ongoing crisis in
the hills.

“We have sought a meeting
with Mr Rajnath in order to
brief him on the ongoing crisis
in the hills. The indefinite
shutdown has entered its 47th
day, which is the longest-ever
shutdown in the history of
Darjeeling. The Centre needs
to take concrete action,”
Bharatiya Gorkha Parisangh
president Sukhman Moktan
said.

The police and security forces
patrolled the streets of the hills
and kept a tight vigil at all
entry and exit routes.

DC CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW, JULY 31

BJP president Amit
Shah, on Monday, denied
reports that he would
leave his party position
to join the Modi govern-
ment after being elected
to Rajya Sabha.

“There is no question
of doing so. I have the
responsibility of being
the party president. I am
happy, and I am working
wholeheartedly. The
media should not push
the issue,” he said.

Talking to reporters,
Mr Shah also ruled out
the possibility of deputy
chief minister Keshav
Maurya being shifted to
the centre. “Reports of
SP leader Mr Shivpal
joining the BJP are also
misplaced. There was
never any such proposal
and nor was it under
consideration,” he said.

Mr Shah, while wrap-
ping up his three-day
visit to Lucknow, emp-
hatically denied that the
BJP had played any role
in the break-up of the
grand alliance in Bihar.

“Should I have pointed
a gun at them to keep
them together? Nitish
Kumar resigned because
he did not wish to stay
with corrupt elements,”
he said.

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

Charges and counter cha-
rges flew in the Lok Sabha
on Sunday over the issue
of lynchings, with the
Congress saying ‘Hind-
ustan’ should not be allo-
wed to become “lynchis-
tan” and the government
accusing the Opposition
of enacting a “drama” in
the name of secularism to
defame Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The government assert-
ed that mob-lynching or
anything related to it was
“unacceptable” and noted
that the Prime Minister
has himself condemned
this several times while
terming the acts as the
“worst form of crime”.

During the discussion
on “incidents of atrocities
and mob-lynching” in the
country, members of all
parties condemned the
killings in the name of
cow. However, Opposition
parties like the Congress,
Trinamul, Left and
AIMIM accused the BJP-
led government of
encouraging groups
behind the violence by
cow vigilantes.

Initiating the debate,
Leader of the Congress
Mallikarjun Kharge said
‘Hindustan’ should not be
allowed to become “lyn-
chistan”.

He alleged that this gov-
ernment was against
minorities, Dalits and
women, claiming that
these sections had borne
the maximum brunt of
mob violence.

New Delhi, July 31:
Opposition Congress on
Monday forced a brief
adjournment of pro-
ceedings in Rajya Sabha
alleging that the Guj-
arat police was kidnap-
ping and threatening its
MLAs in the state with a
view to influence their
votes in the upcoming
Rajya Sabha polls.

Congress members
trooped in to the Well of
the House raising anti-
government slogans,
which were matched by
counter-sloganeering by
the BJP benches. Amid
pandemonium, deputy
chairman P.J. Kurien
adjourned the proceed-
ings for 10 minutes dur-
ing the Zero Hour soon
after it met on Monday

morning. Raising the
issue, Madhusudhan
Mistry (Congress)
alleged that his party
MLAs were being “kid-
napped” and offered
“`10-15 crore” with a
view to influence their
vote in the August 8 elec-
tions to send three mem-
bers from the state to
the Rajya Sabha.

Minister of state for
parliamentary affairs
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
charged the Congress
with “kidnapping” its
own MLAs and lodging
them in a holiday resort
in Karnataka at a time
when the people of Gu-
jarat were facing mis-
eries from flash floods.
“You should be asha-
med,” he said. — PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

In a major embarrass-
ment for the Narendra
Modi government in
Rajya Sabha an amend-
ment moved by the Opp-
osition Congress to the
Constitution 123rd Ame-
ndment Bill 2017, granti-
ng Constitutional status
to the OBC Commission,
was passed because of
thin strength of ruling
NDA MPs in the House. 

The Constitution (123rd
Amendment) Bill, 2017,
providing for setting up of
a National Commission
for Backward Classes,
was passed after dropping
Clause 3, to which four
amendments was appro-
ved by the House earlier.

The dropped clause per-
tains to the insertion of a
new Article 338 B about
the Constitution and pow-
ers of the National Com-
mission for Backward
Classes.

The amended bill will
now have to be returned
to the Lok Sabha for its
fresh approval. The
Lower House had already
passed the bill but in the

Upper House it had been
referred to a Select
Committee as the
Opposition had wanted
more scrutiny.

The Rajya Sabha on
Monday took up the
Constituent amendment
bill, whose passage
requires two-third majori-
ty of those present and
voting in the 245-member
House. While the clauses
of the bill were being put
to vote, Congress mem-
bers Digvijaya Singh, B.K.
Hariprasad and Hussain
Dalvai moved a number of
amendments to clause 3.

Minister for social jus-
tice Thawar Chand
Gehlot said the sugges-
tions proposed through
the amendments would be
kept in mind while fram-
ing the rules. However,
Mr Digvijay pressed for
division of votes, saying
“they (government) are
jumla politics people” and
could not be trusted. 

Subsequently, the
amendments were passed
by 74 to 52 votes, causing
an embarrassment for the
ruling side which has a
strength of 89, if JD(U)’s
10 members are also
counted with them.

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 31

The mediapersons were
at the receiving end when
they went to cover the
peace meeting between
the leaders of the CPM
and BJP-RSS at the
Mascot Hotel here on
Monday. They were
ordered out by an angry
Chief Minister who shout-
ed at the cameramen, ‘get
out’ and asked them, “who
invited you  all here?”

Mr Pinarayi Vijayan
along with CPM state sec-
retary Kodiyeri Balakr-
ishnan was about to enter
the hall when he saw the
cameramen  and flared up.
He went in only after they
came out. Mr Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, who was
seen smiling  beside the
Chief Minister, told him
that they were invited to
take the visuals. Mr
Pinarayi Vijayan retorted,
“Who asked them”?

After the meeting, Mr
Vijayan walked away
without responding to
reporters’ questions. Mr
Kodiyeri said  no solution
can be found if such

issues are discussed in the
presence of the media. “I
don’t think the CM acted
rudely,” he said. The CMO

later came out with a
statement saying that the
media was not invited to
the meeting.

NEW

None can challenge
Modi, says Nitish
NAYEAR AZAD | DC
PATNA, JULY 31

Bihar Chief Nitish
Kumar who broke ties
with the grand secular
alliance last week said
that no person or politi-
cal party in the country
has the ability to com-
pete with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

“There is no political
party or a leader who has
the ability to compete
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar said during a
press conference here on
Monday.

The Chief Minister’s
reaction on the Prime
Ministerial issue came
after he was asked about
his national ambition in
2019 general election.

Ruling himself out of
the race Mr. Kumar said,
“Mine is a regional party
and is confined to Bihar
only and as far as my
national ambition is con-
cerned I have already
held several key portfo-
lios when Atal Behari
Vajpayee was the Prime
Minister”.

Interestingly Mr Nitish
had snapped ties with
the BJP after Narendra
Modi was nominated as
NDA’s prime ministerial
candidate in 2013. Dur-
ing the formation of

grand secular alliance in
2015, Mr Kumar had said
he had joined hands with
secular parties like RJD
and Congress to weaken
the communal forces.

Mr Kumar was speak-
ing for the first time
after he dumped the
grand secular alliance
over corruption charges
against RJD Chief Lalu
Yadav and his son
Tejaswi Yadav who was

also deputy Chief
Minister.

Mr Nitish said that he
had no option but to
walk out of the grand
secular alliance as rema-
ining in it would have
meant compromising
with corruption.

On the issue of secular-
ism, Mr Kumar said that
he doesn’t need a certifi-
cate from any political
party or leaders.

REGIME

■ Had to walk out of alliance with RJD, says Bihar CM

New Delhi, July 31:
Breaking his silence on
his party’s alliance with
the BJP, JD(U) veteran
Sharad Yadav on
Monday said people’s
mandate was not for it,
and termed the disinte-
gration of Bihar’s Grand
Alliance “unpleasant”
and “unfortunate”.

“The situation is very
unpleasant to us... It is
unfortunate that the
coalition has been bro-
ken. People’s mandate
was not for it,” Yadav
told reporters outside
Parliament.

The Rajya Sabha mem-
ber has met a number of
opposition leaders since
Bihar Chief Minister
and JD(U) chief Nitish
Kumar walked out of the
3-party Grand Alliance,
which also included the
Congress, and joined the
NDA camp.

He has met top leaders
from the Congress and
the Left, fuelling specula-
tion that he may sever
his association with the
party he had founded
along with Kumar.

— PTI

MANDATE NOT
FOR JD(U)-BJP
PACT: SHARAD

Don’t allow Hindustan to
become ‘lynchistan’: Oppn

Pinarayi orders media to
‘get out’ of crucial meet

RS ADJOURNED OVER GUJ
MLAs ‘KIDNAPPING’ ROW

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 31 

The CPM and BJP-RSS
leaders have made
another declaration of
peace and promised to
end the cycle of violence
in the state. Their will-
ingness to control their
cadres emerged at a
meeting held at the
Mascot Hotel which was
attended by top leaders,
including Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan.    

All-party meetings
will be convened in
Kottayam on August 1,
Kannur on August 5 and
Thiruvananthapuram
on August 6 to restore
peace, Mr Vijayan said. 

“Party or organisa-

tional offices should not
be attacked under any
circumstances. I have
condemned the unfortu-
nate incidents that have
happened in the city,”
he said. Mr Vijayan
promised to take steps
to prevent untoward
incidents in future.

The BJP and RSS team
was led by BJP state
president Kummanam
Rajasekharan, MLA O.
Rajagopal, RSS pran-
thakaryavahak P.
Gopalankutty Master
and RSS South India
chief T. V. Prasad Babu.  

It may be recalled that
the CPM and BJP lead-
ers had held  peace
meetings here and in
Kannur three months
ago.  

CPM, BJP-RSS PROMISE TO
END ‘CYCLE OF VIOLENCE’

PRIYANKA NAVALKAR | DC
MUMBAI, JULY 31

Meghwadi police officials
have confirmed that a 14-
year-old boy, who allegedly
committed suicide by ju-
mping from the seventh
floor terrace of an And-
heri (east) building, was
part of an online suicide
game, Blue Whale Ga-
me/Challenge. 

The police unofficially
confirmed this after exam-
ining his browsing record
on the Internet as gleaned
from his mobile phone and
desktop computer. The boy,
Manpreet Singh, had dis-

cussed the online game
with his friends in a
WhatsApp group. The
police will also examine
Singh’s laptop that is pass-
word-protected. The on-
line game, over a period of
50 days, ends with daring a
participant to take the
challenge for committing
suicide. Singh jumped off
the terrace on Saturday
and died the same day.

The Class IX student is
probably the first victim of
the game in India that has
so far allegedly killed
many in Russia and
Europe. The police has
questioned his school

friends about his involve-
ment in the game but noth-
ing has cropped up until
now. No cut marks were
found on his body. The

police will question the
members of the WhatsApp
group where Singh had
discussed about Blue
Whale Challenge. On the

condition of anonymity,
the officials investigating
this case revealed that
Singh, who had jumped off
the terrace of his building
after shooting a video of
himself while walking on
the parapet of the terrace,
was connected to the Blue
Whale challenge. The offi-
cials added that Singh’s
parents and friends were
unaware of his participa-
tion in such a game. 

The Meghwadi police
had sent a team to
Manpreet’s school to check
with his classmates, but it
turned up nothing.
However, when this news-

paper contacted ACP
Milind Khetle, he said,
“The case is being investi-
gated with all the possible
angles and one of them is
the Blue Whale challenge.
So far nobody knew about
his involvement in the
game, we couldn’t rule out
or confirm anything.”

ACP Khetle further
added, “We could not meet
his family members as
they have gone to Nashik
to perform post-death ritu-
als.” Singh did not leave
behind any suicide note
and the police has filed an
Accidental Death Report
as of now.

Boy kills himself over online game: Cops
■ Blue Whale Game has allegedly caused many deaths in Europe and RussiaINTERNET | HORROR

AMIT SHAH TO
STAY AS BJP
CHIEF ONLY

AIMIM MEMBERS
SEND TASLIMA
BACK TO MUMBAI
Aurangabad (Maha),
July 31: Controversial
Bangladeshi author Tas-
lima Nasreen was sent
back from the airport
here to Mumbai after
protests by a group of
people against her visit
to the city, police said.

Ms Nasreen landed at
the Chikalthana Airport
by a flight from Mumbai.

Police stopped the
author from stepping
out of the airport, where
a crowd had gathered
shouting slogans like
“Taslima Go Back”.

Deputy commissioner
of police (zone-II) Rahul
Shrirame said Nasreen
was sent back to Mu-
mbai by the next flight to
avoid any “law and order
problem” in this city in
central Maharashtra.

The controversial
author was advised to
abandon her visit to the
city and she agreed to go
back, the police officer
said.

Police said they had
come to know that the
writer was planning to
visit the world heritage
sites of Ajanta and Ell-
ora besides other tourist
spots in Aurangabad.

The protest at the air-
port was led by Imtiyaz
Jaleel, the AIMIM legis-
lator from the
Aurangabad central con-
stituency. — PTI

Fewer NDA MPs
help Congress win

INDIANS AND TIBETANS GRAZE 
CATTLE AT BARAHOTI PASTURE
DC CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

Chinese troops reportedly
transgressed one kilometre
into the Indian territory in
the Barahoti area of
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli dis-
trict on July 25 and threat-
ened Indian shepherds graz-
ing cattle.

Barahoti, an 80 sq km slop-
ing pasture about 140 km
from Uttarakhand capital
Dehradun, is one of three
border posts in what is
known as the “middle sec-
tor”, comprising Uttar Pra-
desh, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. It is a demili-
tarised zone where Indo-Tib-
etan Border Police  jawans

are not allowed to take their
weapons, officials said.

Mostly, Indian shepherds
and Tibetans, who bring
their yaks for grazing, use
the Barahoti pasture.

According to reports, in
1958, India and China listed
Barahoti as a disputed area
where neither side would
send their troops. 

After the war, ITBP jawans
would patrol the area with
weapons in a non-combative
manner. 

In June 2000, during negoti-
ations on resolving the bor-
der dispute, India unilateral-
ly said that ITBP troops
would not carry arms in
three posts — Barahoti,
Kauril and Shipki in
Himachal Pradesh.

The game, played over 50 days, ends with participant
dared to commit suicide. — The Siberian Times

43% ELDERLY FACE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS
43 OUT OF 100 ELDERLY PEOPLE IN
INDIA ARE VICTIMS OF PSYCHOLOGI-
CAL PROBLEMS DUE TO LONELINESS,
AND OTHER RELATIONSHIP ISSUES.
Feedback from 50,000 older persons
across the country revealed almost
half of the elderly population were
not taken care of by their families.

elderly claimed that their family members do not
care for their needs and interests

S U G G E S T E D  C H A N G E S  T O  P O L I C Y  
■ Free health counselors for the 
elderly who are living alone
■ Establishment of a national 
institute for aged on the lines 
of AIIMS 

■ Setting up of a national fund
for the aged 

■ Setting up of a
national commission
for the aged, a Prime
Minister’s self-
employment scheme
for old and retired
people

45%

—Source: Agewell Foundation

People
started asking questions on the zero tolerance
policy of the state after CBI filed a corruption
case against the family including Tejaswi. I just
asked them to give a public clarification but the
whole family kept dodging the issue  

— NITISH KUMAR

Opposition members protesting in the Well of Rajya
Sabha in the Parliament, New Delhi on Monday. — PTI



I
ndia and China have been
locked in a standoff on the
Doklam plateau along the
disputed Bhutan-China
boundary. This eyeball to

eyeball confrontation is the
direct result of China’s unilater-
al encroachment in a recognised
disputed border area, in a bla-
tant attempt to change the status
quo with a small neighbour as
also to wrest military advantage
vis-a-vis India. 

China’s actions violate past
commitments that any issue
regarding border alignments at
the tri-junction will be decided
through consultations among
the three parties, as well as its
long-standing agreement with
Bhutan to maintain the status
quo on the boundary pending
final settlement.

In terms of scale, duration and
belligerence, this standoff is
unlike any other in the past,
when the two countries have
walked back from periodic
Chinese incursions and physical
posturing in areas where there
are differences on the Line of
Actual Control. China this time
appears to have taken premedi-
tated step to stoke tensions and
create a military face-off with
India and more importantly to
test the strength of India-
Bhutan relations. It is also no
coincidence that the incident
was orchestrated close to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s sum-
mit meeting with US President
Donald Trump on June 26. 

The manner in which Beijing
has since raised the stakes and
used all elements of the state
apparatus, including official
spokespersons backed by social
media, points towards a coordi-
nated campaign of coercion and
intimidation to undermine
India’s relations with Bhutan
and its primacy in South Asia. 

China’s actions fit into the
familiar pattern of China’s
expansionist territorial asser-
tions, grey zone incursions and
salami slicing tactics that we
have witnessed, from the East
China Sea to the South China
Sea and now extending into the
Indo-Pacific, since it began its
overt pursuit of establishing
hegemonic power nearly a

decade ago. China’s current bel-
licose campaign is part of three-
pronged strategy against India. 

First, China is attempting to
create proxies and foster insta-
bility along India’s strategic
periphery through military pos-
turing and economic induce-
ment as also by questioning the
validity of existing agreements. 

Second, leveraging its military
asymmetry to brow beat India
by highlighting the costs of mil-
itary confrontation. 

Third, incursions in Ladakh
and even “settled” or undisput-
ed areas like Sikkim constitute
tactics of “subterranean coer-
cion” to keep bilateral tensions
alive till New Delhi succumbs to
China’s demands.

What are broader Chinese
strategic aims in raising ten-
sions with India? A closer look
at the Asian power play will
highlight that Chinese leader-
ship believes that the current
geopolitical scenario against the
backdrop of ambivalent US pos-
ture and loss of heft owing to
policy inertia vis-a-vis Asia —
Pacific is an historic strategic
opportunity to seize geopolitical
space by hardwiring and
expanding its periphery
through economic, political, and
military inducements. 

Seen in the above context,
attempts by concert of maritime
democracies signified by India
— Japan and the US as later
attempts to regain initiative in
the maritime domain is seen by
China as contesting its revital-
ization dreams. 

An economically and militari-
ly resurgent India fits into this
puzzle as a lone strategic part-
ner outside US-led alliance sys-
tem, which can be subjected to
coercion. By militarily embar-
rassing India, China not only
establishes its credentials as a
prima donna in South Asia but
its power potential in South-
East Asia. The ASEAN coun-
tries, as evidenced by the

remarks of analysts and diplo-
mats at the ‘Delhi Dialogue’, are
already in thrall of Chinese
power and psychological domi-
nance. They are far too depend-
ent on China’s largesse in terms
of investments and trade and
thus tend to overlook China’s
creeping maritime dominance
of the South China Sea. A com-
promised India thus is the first
and important step in seizing
the strategic opportunity. For

India, the standoff constitutes a
fundamental shift in India’s
security calculus as related to
its strategic neighbourhood.
Bhutan is part of the overall
Chinese strategy aimed at mak-
ing inroads into India’s strategic
periphery to undermine India’s
influence. Thus India-China
relations are entering a period
of heightened contention and
confrontation where the stakes
are indeed very high. 

Two most important elements
for India in the current scenario
is the posture of Bhutan and
standing firm on its principled
stand despite growing Chinese
coercion. Both constitute major
security challenges. 

India needs to reach out to
Bhutanese leadership to ensure
that they do not fall prey to
Chinese overtures. The impact
of shift in Bhutanese neutrality
will be severe for India in terms

of political and security ramifi-
cations more importantly strate-
gic costs vis-a-vis boundary
issue.

Second, having taken a deci-
sion to stand firm, India has no
option but to brazen it out, and
ensure a settlement on mutually
acceptable terms without suc-
cumbing to Chinese brow-beat-
ing. Capitulation or weakness
will not only undermine India’s
regional stature as an emerging

power but make China’s behav-
iour even more aggressive
across Asia and firmly sow the
seeds of a China-led neo-tribu-
tary system in the Asia-Pacific. 

The stakes are indeed high in
this India-China confrontation,
for India as a regional power
and a security stakeholder in
Asia, but equally for a rules-
based regional order that can
effectively check China’s strate-
gy of region-wide intimidation. 

The outcome of the present
impasse will have a bearing on
whether Asia can evolve a stable
and balanced security architec-
ture that accommodates the
interests of major and rising
powers as well as smaller states,
or we are headed towards a cen-
tury of domination by an
authoritarian hegemon.

(The writer is a senior 
fellow of Delhi Policy Group)

THE DRAGON DARES 
A closer look at the current Sino-India standoff reveals the Chinese leadership’s belief that the current
geopolitical scenario against the backdrop of ambivalent US posture and loss of heft owing to policy

inertia vis-a-vis Asia-Pacific is an historic, strategic opportunity to seize geopolitical space by 
hardwiring and expanding its periphery through economic, political and military inducements. 

IT’S ALL
ABOUT ASIAN
POWER PLAY

T
he standoff between
the armies of India
and China at the tri-
junction with Bhutan
and the war of words

unleashed by Beijing suggests
to a long-term preparation in
the making not just for this sec-
tor but across China’s borders
with other countries. The tussle
at the tri-junction goes beyond
the 89 square kilometres of ter-
ritory to the larger leadership
issues in Asia and beyond.

Ever since President Xi
Jinping took over the reins at
the 18th Communist Party
Congress in 2012, the leadership
adopted policies different from
the ones followed by Deng
Xiaoping from 1978 onwards. 

Deng suggested, against the
backdrop of the chaotic situa-
tion in the country following the
Cultural Revolution and the
Gang of Four that the country
needs to emphasise on reform
and opening up and enhance
material capabilities. Thus was
born the slogan of “keeping a
low profile” [tao guang yang
hui]. 

Thirty years of reform cata-
pulted China to the second
largest economy and wetted its
sense of lebensraum. 

As China became the largest
trading partner for over 130

countries, scholars like Yan
Xuetong suggested that China
revive the Middle Kingdom and
its attendant dependencies such
as vassal states. By 2012, Mr
Jinping announced “rejuvena-
tion” of the country with a road
map to observe “two centenni-
als” — the first hundredth
anniversary of the birth of the
Communist Party in 2021 and
that of the People’s Republic in
2049. Thus began the revival of
the strategic policy of the coun-
try from “low profile” to that of
“accomplishing something”
[fenfa youwei]. 

As a follow up, China began
imposing its version of the
Monroe Doctrine on its neigh-
bouring countries even as it
began preparations for Belt and
Road Initiative of connecting
regions in Asia, Europe and
Africa. 

China began “evicting” the
United States from the region
with the USS Impeccable inci-
dent in 2009 when the American
naval ship was nudged outside
the South China Sea. 

At the same time, China began
expanding its claims in East
China Sea on Senkaku Islands
with Japan and in South China
Sea with Vietnam, the
Philippines and other coun-
tries. 

China has also deployed all
other skills in maximizing its
outreach. China’s charm offen-
sive towards South-East Asian
countries, specifically the

Philippines, against the back-
drop of The Hague tribunal ver-
dict on the South China Sea
islands is instructive in this
regard. 

The Middle Kingdom of the
yore considered the Korean
Peninsula and South-East Asia
as its primary area of influence
with many states paying trib-
utes. While China since joining
the United Nations in 1971 sug-

gests that it abides by the
Westphalian world order of
equality of nation-states in the
UN and sanctity of the individ-
ual member-states, a new streak
is visible in this recent revival
of the Middle Kingdom. 

The Doklam issue as well rep-
resents this urge to impose the
Middle Kingdom across the
region. Clearly, China has been
expanding the envelope in Asia

and beyond and Doklam inci-
dent is another “new normal” of
late. More such border probing
missions and military roads or
other forms of soft or hard
infrastructure are expected
across the Line of Actual
Control with India in the near
future. Likely areas of friction
include Daulat Begh Oldi, Trig
Heights, Pangongtso Lake,
Chumar, Demchok, Samar-lung-
pa and other areas in the west-
ern sector of the border, while
in eastern sector near
Aruncahal Pradesh more
Chinese probing missions are
possible at Asaphila, Migyitun,
Samdurongchu, Changtze and
Fish Tails. 

Specific to Doklam, by selec-
tively applying provisions of
the 1890 treaty between British
India and Qing dynasty, China
began altering the status quo
with probing missions and mili-
tary road construction. The
understanding with Bhutan in
1988 on maintenance of status
quo were thrown away, as was

the understanding with India in
2012. 

President Xi raised the bar in
2012 by suggesting that China
should not sacrifice “core inter-
ests” (including perceived sov-
ereignty claims) for the sake of
“developmental interests” (that
is trade, investments, etc).
Today against the backdrop of
the factional struggles before
the 19th Communist Party
Congress later this year, “core
interests” have again become
competitive propositions in gar-
nering more seats in the
Politburo. 

Any aspiring leader in the
next Politburo will be seen as
not defending enough recent
China’s positions at Doklam
could be castigated as another
Li Hongzhang, the Qing imperi-
al commissioner who signed the
treaty with Japan after China’s
defeat in 1895 and gave up the
Korean Peninsula and Taiwan. 

Mr Xi alluded to guarding
against such “loss of territo-
ries” as recently as in his meet-
ing with Taiwanese opposition
Kuomi-ntang leader Hong Hsiu-
chiu in November 2016. 

The charged media coverage
on Doklam has also spawned
intense nationalist rhetoric in
China. While China’s ratcheting
up on the disputed islands of
Senkaku and South China Sea
and missile defence deployment
in South Korea had pitched the
Chinese public against Japan,
Vietnam and the Philippines

and South Korea, a similar
effort in the case of Doklam has
fortunately not triggered street-
side protests in China and
against India or Indians,
although such controlled activi-
ty cannot be ruled out in the
near future. 

This may be partly because
while Japan has over 80,000
companies investing in China
compared to a paltry 200 Indian
firms. Also, other economic
inter-dependence indicators
between India and China —
trade, investments, tourism and
others — are relatively low as
compared with other regions.
However, this scenario may not
last long due to globalisation
and so India may also have to be
prepared on this front as well in
the future.

As China’s ambitions have
been tickled with its double
digit growth rates (although
declining of late) and is cur-
rently being exhibited in leader-
ship tussle with other nations
across Asia and beyond, a con-
cert of these countries is neces-
sary to restore peace and stabil-
ity. China’s imposition of any
Middle Kingdom over Asia is
anathema to the 21st century
dynamics. India is well poised to
take the initiative in restoring
the much- needed balance in the
region.

(The writer is Chairman &
Professor in Chinese Studies
Centre for East Asian Studies)

CHINA SETS ITS EYES ON DOKLAM AND BEYOND

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval at the Diaoyutai state guest-
house in Beijing where he attended a BRICS NSA meet amidst
Sikkim standoff. 

EXPANSIONIST
APPROACH

INDIA IS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY WITH WHICH CHINA HAS A BOUNDARY
DISPUTE. WHILE IT SHARES BOUNDARY WITH 14 COUNTRIES, IT CLAIMS TER-
RITORIES IN MANY MORE COUNTRIES. 

COUNTRIES WITH CHINA SHARES BOUNDARIES
● Afghanistan ● Bhutan ● India ● Kazakhstan

● Kyrgyzstan ● Laos ● Mongolia ● Myanmar ●
Nepal ● North Korea ● Pakistan ● Russia ●

Tajikistan ● Vietnam

CHINA HAS CLAIMED TERRITORY IN 
● Brunei ● Cambodia ● Indonesia ●
Japan ● Philippines ● Singapore ●
South Korea ● Taiwan

THE DOKLAM
DISPUTE
THE MILITARY STANDOFF
BETWEEN INDIA AND
CHINA BEGAN ON JUNE 16
WHEN CHINESE TROOPS
ATTEMPTED TO LAY A
ROAD IN THE DOKALAM
AREA. 
DOKA LA IS THE INDIAN
NAME FOR THE REGION
WHICH BHUTAN RECOG-
NISES AS DOKALAM,
WHILE CHINA CLAIMS IT
AS PART OF ITS
DONGLANG REGION.
INDIA HAS BEEN PITCHING
FOR DIPLOMATIC SOLU-
TION TO RESOLVE THE
STANDOFF BUT SOUGHT
SIMULTANEOUS WITH-
DRAWAL OF TROOPS OF
BOTH THE SIDES FROM
THE TRI-JUNCTION. 
HOWEVER, THE CHINESE
MEDIA HAS BEEN CARRY-
ING A BLISTERING CAM-
PAIGN ACCUSING INDIA OF
TRESPASSING INTO THE
CHINESE TERRITORY.

THE SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE
CHINA CLAIMS MOST OF THE STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT AND MINERAL-

RICH SOUTH CHINA SEA, INCLUDING WATERS CLOSE TO THE SHORES OF
THE PHILIPPINES AND OTHER NEIGHBOURS.

WHILE CHINA CLAIMS MOST OF THE SEA, TAIWAN, MALAYSIA, VIETNAM,
THE PHILIPPINES AND BRUNEI CLAIM PARTS OF THE SEA THAT COM-

MANDS STRATEGIC SEALANES AND HAS RICH FISHING GROUNDS ALONG
WITH OIL AND GAS DEPOSITS.

FIRST OVERSEAS MILITARY BASE 
CHINA HAS HINTED THAT IT WAS PLANNING MORE GLOBAL BASES FOL-
LOWING THE SETTING UP OF ITS LOGISTICS CENTER IN DJIBOUTI, WHAT
THE HORN OF AFRICAN COUNTRY’S GOVERNMENT CALLS A MILITARY
FACILITY THAT WILL BE CHINA’S FIRST OVERSEAS.

CHINA, THE WORLD’S SECOND-LARGEST ECONOMY, IS SEEKING TO
EXPAND ITS CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO GROWING THREATS TO ITS 
INTERESTS ABROAD.

After taking over as the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has strived to better ties with China. However, Beijing has been unrelenting on quite
a few issues including Masood Azhar and India’s NSG bid. 

Srikanth Kondapalli

Brigadier (Retd)
Arun Sahgal 
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Sushma Swaraj, external affairs minister
China’s intention was to “unilaterally” change

the status of the Bhutan-China-India tri-junction
point on the boundary. The solution is for both

New Delhi and Beijing withdraw their troops  
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OPINION
REVIEWS

INTERVIEWS STORY BEHIND THE NEWS

— chinadailymail.com

THIRTY YEARS OF
REFORM CATAPULT-
ED CHINA TO THE
SECOND LARGEST
ECONOMY AND WET-
TED ITS SENSE OF
LEBENSRAUM. 

220-KM-LONG 
BORDER IN SIKKIM SECTION IS WHAT INDIA
AND CHINA SHARE.



Only those who will risk going too far can
possibly find out how far one can go

Every new beginning comes from some
other beginning’s end

T.S. ELIOT
MIND  POWER

SENECA 
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I
f recent developments in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh are a pointer,
then it can be suggested that the party system, without which the
Westminster-style democracy that we adopted 70 years ago simply
cannot be viable, is being badly corroded. It may vanish altogether if

necessary steps are not urgently taken.
Apprehensions arise because inducing political defections has taken on

a new meaning these days. The new technique involves no breaking of
laws. Consider the Gujarat case. Six Congress MLAs out of 57 have “sud-
denly” resigned from their Assembly seats. For doing so, they naturally

attract no penal provisions. The effort is on
— by what quarters is a mystery, but the
Congress has alleged that those who
resigned have been paid `15 crore by the
BJP — to get seven more to quit. 

The political aim is to get enough Congress
MLAs to resign so that Ahmad Patel,
Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s political
secretary, doesn’t have sufficient votes to
win the Rajya Sabha election from Gujarat
due on August 8. It is unlikely that so many
legislators from a single party have sudden-
ly been submerged under an outpouring of
love for the BJP. Therefore, an attractive
quid pro quo can be safely assumed. 

If the Gujarat case has an immediate objec-
tive, Mr Patel’s defeat, the situation is quite

different in Uttar Pradesh. MLAs from the Samajwadi Party and the BSP
are putting in their papers and timing the effort with the arrival of BJP
president Amit Shah in Lucknow. This may be called the slow ebbing of
life since BSP does not have so many MLAs. In Meghalaya, something sim-
ilar is being attempted. A group of MLAs have suddenly expressed a
desire to meet Mr Shah.

The allegation is that MLAs of different parties are being “won” over and
being made to resign their legislature seat because they are either being
lured with cash and better political opportunities and/or being threatened
(exposure of some past wrong-doing, or physical harm).

The whole exercise is corrupt. It distorts the will of the people. The
Election Commission should step in right away. It should make arrange-
ments to have the MLAs who have suddenly seen the light thoroughly
investigated. This won’t be easy as the BJP-run state government will
resist. But an independent probe panel can be instituted. 

Under the anti-defection law, at least two-thirds of a party’s legislators
must desert it together in order to avoid the penalty of losing their mem-
bership of the Assembly or Parliament. 

Gokul 
Gopalakrishnan 

The EC should make
arrangements to

have the MLAs who
have suddenly seen
the light thoroughly

investigated. 
This won’t be easy

as the BJP-run state
government

will resist 

O
n July 25, Ram Nath
Kovind was sworn in
as India’s 14th
President. The RSS

mouthpiece Organiser charac-
terised him as one “deeply
rooted in the ideological
stream of the RSS”. Like all
Prime Ministers, Narendra
Modi wanted a “safe” person
in the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

India’s Presidents have been
a varied lot. The first Presi-
dent, Rajendra Prasad sought
to grab power for himself less
than two months after assum-
ing the presidency. He sent
Nehru a note dated March 21,
1950, in which he sought to
reopen the very issue on
which, in his presence, the
Constituent Assembly had
decided. The President is a
constitutional head of state in
a parliamentary democracy in
which the Prime Minister is
the chief executive.

Granville Austin’s criticism

of the President is apt: “Had
his first attempt to ignore con-
ventional restrictions and to
play the part of his own PM
not been foiled, parliamentary
government in India would
have disappeared.” 

His successor, Dr S.
Radhakrishnan was ambi-
tious. The American ambas-
sador, Chester Bowles, record-
ed: “On several occasions, he
expressed to me in a half-jok-
ing manner the wish that
somehow after Nehru’s death
or retirement, the whole coun-
try could operate under ‘Presi-
dent Rule’ for a few months.”
Indira Gandhi was hardly the
person who would suffer an
‘uncle’ as President. She
refused him a second term.

Zakir Husain, a model Presi-
dent, died after a heart attack
in 1969. The Congress Party
overruled Indira Gandhi, and
selected her critic as candi-
date for the presidency. She

selected her own favourite and
got him elected, splitting the
Congress. V.V. Giri was the
first “rubber-stamp” Presi-
dent. His successor
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
became infamous for signing
the Proclamation of
Emergency in 1975. 

Zail Singh began as a rubber
stamp under Indira Gandhi
but became a dangerous prob-
lem when her son Rajiv

Gandhi snubbed him. Twice,
in 1987, he contemplated dis-
missing the PM. 

The Indian presidency came
into its own only in 1992 with
the election of Dr Shankar
Dayal Sharma as President.
He was neither a rubber stamp
nor an intriguer but a consti-
tutional head alive to his lim-
its and to his duties. He assert-
ed his independence. On
December 6, 1992, when the
Babri Mosque was demol-
ished, he had a statement
issued: “The President, Dr
Shankar Dayal Sharma, has
strongly deplored vandalism
that has caused damage to the
masjid in Ayodhya and has
observed that such acts are
against Hinduism.” 

His successor K.R.
Narayanan strongly con-
demned the killings of a mis-
sionary and his son by
Bajrang Dal. President Pranab
Mukherjee did not emulate

these examples when lynching
of Muslims in the cow protec-
tion campaign became endem-
ic. He contented himself with
uttering careful comments
which would not hurt the BJP
but were so couched as to pass
for criticism. A fawning media
lauded him to the skies. 

Indian practice has yielded
conventions which are well
recognised. First, the Presi-
dent is entitled, to question
the government’s policy, par-
ticularly judicial appoint-
ments and imposition of direct
Central rule in the state.

Second, within limits,
Presidents can comment on
affairs of the state in public.
Third, the President is entitled
to even censure the Prime
Minister in private. Fourth, he
has a right to know. Fifth,
there is now a practice where
the President can receive
Opposition leaders who may
came to lodge a protest against

the government.
Sixth, the President is not

bound to accept a request by
the Prime Minister’s to dis-
solve the lower House and can
exercise his judgment.
Seventh, the power of dis-
missal of the government can-
not be exercised except on
extreme grounds. Eighth, not
only the Opposition parties
but the CMs also invoke the
President’s moral authority as
“guardian of the
Constitution”. The question
whether the President has a
right to address Parliament on
his own is open. Hence the
need to keep a safe man in the
President’s house. In his very
first speech on July 25 Ram
Nath Kovind made known his
fealty to the BJP’s creed.

The writer is an author and a
lawyer based in Mumbai

By arrangement with Dawn

USELESS LAWS
Many laws have been made
to help women but they
are not enforced (Police
worried about family rows,
July 30). I was deceived by
my husband and left with
two girls. Since a decade I
am attending courts. My
case (No: 13/09- VI MM
Medchal) was filed in
2009. I got orders in my
favour in 2012 and warrants
against my husband in
2017 January, but he was
not arrested. What is the
use of unenforced laws? 

M. Sabitha
Secunderabad

STRANGE PLEA 
How can Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao ask officials
not to arrest film personalities as
per the NDPS Act 1985 when it
states that drug users are also
liable (CM says stars not to be
arrested for drug use, July 30). Is the
CM trying to say that some people
are above the law? 

Santosh Shinde
Hyderabad  

If alcoholic drivers can be punished
why exempt drug users? Going by
the CM’s logic drunkards can say
that they were forced to drink and
are victims. In South India all cine-
ma actors are potential Chief
Ministers. Their association with
anti-social elements is dangerous.
They must be punished.

Dr Vijaya Gopal 
Hyderabad  

INSPIRING MOVE 
Hats off to Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao for honouring
women’s cricket team captain
Mithali Raj (Mithali Raj arrives to
loud cheer; CM announces plot and
`1 crore, July 29). Thanks to the CM
for his inspiring move.

Mohd Izhaul Haque
Hyderabad 

PANAMA PAPERS
Many big Indian names were men-
tioned in the Panama Papers. The
Pakistani Supreme Court dis-
missed their PM based on facts that
came out about the Panama Papers.
But the Indians who are involved
are going around as brand ambas-
sadors. How much time will Indian
courts take to punish culprits?

Syed Maaz Razvi
Hyderabad

GOOD ARTICLE 
The article Nitish rejoining BJP is
not a betrayal (July 30) brings out
facts clearly. It is clear that Mr
Niitish had only two options, one,
to ignore the corruption charges
against Lalu and his kin or resign
and demonstrate to the voter that
he means what he says. 

Dr N. Subrahmanyam
Hyderabad 

Nitish Kumar was sworn in as the
CM of Bihar for the sixth time in 12
years. Realising that the BJP had a
chance in Bihar in 2016 he aligned
with Lalu Yadav. He knew about
Lalu Yadav’s corruption but still
went with him and the Congress
hinting that corruption was not an
“issue” for him. Now, sensing that
the equation has tilted in favour of
the PM he has dumped Lalu Yadav.

T.M. Uday Shankar
Hyderabad

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins `300. Email your
letters to info@deccanmail.com,
editor@deccanmail.com, or fax
them to 27805256. You can also

send them to Editor, Deccan
Chronicle, 36, Sarojini Devi Road,
Secunderabad-500 003. Letters
without full address will not be

considered for the prize.
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A.G. Noorani

Given the nearness of Independence Day, the Prime Minister’s latest
Mann ki Baat was full of rhetoric on the last few years of the Quit
India movement. While it is arguable whether words can create an

environment enough for the stamping out of the ills that still afflict our
democracy of 70 years, it must be recognised that the connect with youth
has been useful in establishing a direct line of communication between
the chief executive and his audience. However, it is moot whether the
nation will find the collective will to stamp out communalism, casteism,
corruption, terrorism, poverty and dirt in the five years to the platinum
jubilee of our freedom. 

The removal of dirt has been a priority under Swachh Bharat.
Communalism was a terrible bugbear in Gandhi’s days too, particularly
in the early 1940s. Casteism is an ancient practice that is accentuated in
modern days by the differential treatment in the name of affirmative
action. While terrorism is the biggest threat to modern civilisation, root-
ing out poverty in a land in which up to a quarter of the people exist rather
than live is a great challenge.

This brings us to corruption, which has been seen to be so deep-rooted
now that a fair proportion of the nation’s wealth is suspected to be con-
centrated in the hands of the netas and babus and their kin. If the Panama
Papers can unseat a Prime Minister of Pakistan, does the yardstick even
apply to the Indians figuring in the offshoring of funds? It would be fair to
conclude that the six tasks are akin to the Labours of Hercules.

Rhetoric not enough

LETTERS

BJP’s safe man at Rashtrapati Bhavan

Defection of MLAs:
EC must step in

DECCAN CHRONICLE

T. VENKATRAM REDDY
Chairman of the Board 

A.T. JAYANTI O. THOMAS
Editor                                                                          Printer & Publisher

DECCAN CHRONICLE offices are located at:

Hyderabad: 36, Sarojini Devi Road, Secunderabad - 500 003, Ph: 040-27803930-4; Fax : 040-
27805256
Vijayawada: No.C-3 & 4 Patamata, Industrial Estate, Auto Nagar, Vijayawada (A.P.), Ph: 0866-
2555284/2555287; Telefax: 0866-2555234
Visakhapatnam: Survey No.1/3A Beach Road, Near Kailasagiri Ropeway, Sector-9 MVP Colony,
Visakhapatnam - 530 017 (A.P), Ph: 0891-2552333/2552334; Fax: 0891-2755285
Rajahmundry: Vemagiri, Dhawaleswaram Rd, Rajahmundry, Ph: 0883-2417618/2417208; Telefax:
0883-2417208
Anantapur: Thapovan colony, Bangalore By-Pass Road, Anantapur - 515004, Ph: 08554-276903; Fax:
08554-276904
Karimnagar: Survey No.1341, Vavilalapally Colony, Jagityala Road, Karimnagar - 505 001, Ph:
0878-2228908; Telefax: 0878-2220433
Nellore: Survey No.527/2, Burranpur Village, Venkatachalam (M), Chemmudugunta Panchayat,
Nellore, Ph: 0861-2348581/82; Telefax: 0861-2348580
Chennai: SP-3 Developed Plot, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032, Ph: 044-22254747/
48/50/51; Advt Fax: 22254765/22254766/42305325
Bengaluru: 5th Floor, BMTC Commercial Complex, 80 Feet Road, Koramangala, Bengaluru-560 095
Ph: 080-43460500; Fax: 080-22960552. 
Coimbatore: 77, Vivekananda Road, Ramnagar, Coimbatore - 641 009, Ph : 0422 2231255
Kochi: No.3-B, 3rd Floor of DD TRADE TOWER, Kaloor-Kadavanthara Road, Ernakulam, Ph: 0484-
4039408
Thiruvananthapuram: St Joseph’s Press, TC 15/1040, Cotton Hill, Thycaud (PO),
Thiruvananthapuram 695 014 
Kozhikode: Door No 6/1002 E, First Floor of City Mall, Opp. YMCA, Kannur Road, Kozhikode - 673
001, Fax : 0495 4019 018
Gram: CHRONICLE         Postal registration no: No. H/SD-348/2006-08

Workers abroad suffer
due to India’s apathy

T
he belated flur-
ry of activity
over the 39
Indian work-
ers missing in

Iraq for more than three
years without anyone
turning a hair reminds
me of the sad photo-
graph of a haggard
unshaven man by the
pile of bleached skulls in
Cambodia’s Tuol Sleng
prison which is now a
genocide museum. He
was the only Indian
among 20,000 prisoners
of whom only seven sur-
vived. Indian officials
could tell me nothing
about that man who ven-
tured so far to eke out a
living and met his death
in the venture. Unlike
rich professionals in the
US, Indian labourers
abroad are not of their
class.

A country that can’t
look after its own merits
contempt. The Mosul jail
where the 39 men were
kept was demolished
long ago. Relatives of the
missing workers have
knocked at every door
since June 2014 when
they were last heard of
but to no avail. Sushma
Swaraj’s well-publicised
public appearances and
the sudden spurt of ener-
gy by television chan-
nels are like locking the
stable door after the
horse has fled. It is a
coincidence that this -
coincided with the eleva-
tion of a President
whose caste origin and
humble background are
his strongest selling
points. The impressive
borrowed ritual, espe-
cially the resplendent
cavalry and viceregal
landau, hammered
home the importance
attached to a symbolic
mingling of the high and
the low. The symbol
would have seemed less
empty if ordinary
Indians abroad were not
callously ignored. 

There is also a selfish
reason for caring. Two

million Indians in the
US might organise
Madison Square Garden
jamborees and pander to
India’s “rock-star politi-
cian” (quoting Time
magazine), but seven
million Indians in West
Asia serve the country
they have never left
even if physically
absent. In 2015, workers
in six Gulf Coordination
Council states sent back
nearly four times the
amount repatriated by
the pampered white-col-
lar darlings of the
Indian American Comm-
unity Foundation. 

UAE Indians alone
accounted for more than
$12.5 billion out of that
year’s nearly $69 billion
remittance. Although
our newspapers speak of
“Indian workers emi-
grating to the Gulf” they
don’t emigrate at all.
They go on short-term
contracts for specific
jobs and return home
when the contract
expires. There is no
scope for staying on or
investing their savings
there. In contrast, the
steadily growing num-
ber of Indian Americans
consists almost entirely
of professional
migrants. As the plucky
Sunayana Dumala
demonstrated after a
white American racist
murdered her engineer
husband in Kansas,
come hell or high weath-
er, they will not be
cheated of their ambi-
tion to become
American. 

This group doesn’t
need India. Rubbing
shoulders with New
Delhi’s high and mighty
at the annual Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas is only
gilt on the gingerbread.
Their exaggerated
nationalism, compensat-
ing for twinges of guilt
at abandoning the moth-
erland for filthy lucre,
plays straight into the
arms of the saffron
brigade. 

There would be no
objection to flags of con-
venience if workers in
West Asia, Singapore
and Malaysia who are
often illiterate and at the
mercy of unscrupulous
middlemen were better
treated. 

It used to be joked in
the UAE that the tem-
perature never rose
above 50 degrees
because the law obliged
employers to give
employees a day off
when it did. 

Complaining about the
quality of food and long
working hours, nearly
3,000 Indian workers in
Dubai rioted for less
inhuman living and
working conditions
some years ago. Their
being forced to eat hum-
ble pie and abandon
their demands should
have reminded India
that no matter how lofti-
ly our leaders might
talk, a nation that
exports unskilled labour
must expect to be
lumped as the world’s
poor relation. Yet, a
committee organising
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
awards wasn’t at all
pleased with a recom-
mendation to honour an
NGO that had helped
striking workers.
Official members would
much rather honour the
resident Indian diplo-
mat who was one of their
own. Who knows what
happened to the thou-
sand Indians who lived
in Vietnam in 1949
according to American
reports?

External affairs min-
istry outfits abroad pos-
sibly feel they have
enough on their plate
without being burdened
with another ministry’s
responsibilities. The
grumblings of Indian
diplomats when I.K.
Gujral rescued thou-

sands of workers in
Kuwait matched
American complaints
about his bonhomie
with Saddam Hussein.
Asked about the number
of Indian workers, an
Indian high commis-
sioner in Singapore
shrugged “How would I
know?” No trace of
India’s righteously
angry reaction to
Devyani Khobragade’s
treatment in the US was
evident when Singapore
punished 300 labourers
for protesting the death
of a 33-year-old Tamil
worker run over by a
bus. Instead, India’s
envoy, Vijay Thakur
Singh, gave a clean chit
on television to
Singapore and promised
the “strategic partner-
ship” and cooperation
on “a wide range of
issues” would not be
affected. It was as bad as
an earlier high commis-
sioner turning a blind
eye to the arrest of near-
ly 9,000 Indian illegals
and pretending not to
have received the
Singapore government’s
88 letters on the subject.
India objected to the ill-
treatment of Indians in
South Africa only
because of Mahatma
Gandhi, and also to
berate white suprema-
cist colonials.

The only effective long-
term answer is a strong
economy so that Indians
are not forced to seek
their fortune abroad.
Until then, the govern-
ment can at least enter
into foolproof agree-
ments with employing
countries and order its
representatives strictly
to supervise implemen-
tation and keep an eye
on the welfare of Indian
workers. 

Sadly, one fears noth-
ing will happen and
Indians will wriggle
through all nets. Our
envoys are so busy try-
ing to secure their own
post-retirement posi-
tions abroad as well as
jobs for their children
that migrant labour like
the 39 missing men will
remain at the mercy of
unscrupulous employ-
ers. 

The writer is a senior
journalist, columnist

and author

India can at least
enter into fool-

proof agreements
with employing

countries and
order its represen-

tatives to super-
vise implementa-
tion and keep an

eye on the welfare
of Indian workers

Sunanda K. 
Datta-Ray
Reflections
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LOTOLOGIST BULLY WALLET
Word  SPY

A person who collects new
and used lottery tickets

The use of money to wield unfair
or unethical influence

THE NYT CROSSWORD OTHER VOICES

S
o another Prime
Minister of
Pakistan has
been knocked off
his pedestal, this
time through a
court order
instead of the

Army. So, what is new?
Behind Nawaz Sharif’s dis-

qualification by the Supreme
Court to hold office lies 70
years of Pakistan’s turbulent
history following the early
death of its founder
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
the interplay between political
forces and the Army. Periods
of straightforward military
rule have been interspersed
with bouts of civilian dispensa-
tions, with politicians and the
military settling down to a
grudging and uneasy equation.
Politicians might govern the
country after a fashion, but the

Army lives by its own rules
and is above reproach.

True to form, Mr Sharif was
not allowed to complete his
term this time as well. But
there was an irony in the court
decision goaded by the
Opposition leader Imran Khan
of Tehreek-i-Insaf party. The
leak of the Prime Minister’s
alleged wealth through the
Panama Papers caught the
entire political establishment
by surprise but his hoarding of
unaccounted wealth is not the
sin of Mr Sharif alone; it is the
norm for politicians of all par-
ties.

The turmoil in Pakistani pol-
itics, with Mr Sharif nominat-
ing his 65-year-old younger
brother Shehbaz, Governor of
the key Punjab province, with
a stand-in until he wins a par-
liamentary seat, is in accor-
dance with the hallowed sub-

continental tradition. In for-
eign policy, of most concern to
India and the world, the former
Prime Minister is expected to
be the backseat driver, but it is
easy to envisage the Army reit-
erating its veto on India,
Afghanistan and the steward-
ship of the country’s nuclear
armour.

In recent decades, Pakistan’s
policymakers have developed
the art of presenting different
faces to the world while har-
bouring terrorist organisa-
tions or encouraging cross-bor-
der raids. For long, these activ-
ities were ignored by
Washington, but US Afghan
policy was too dependent on
Islamabad to call the latter to
account.

American policy has been
changing, as evidenced by the
reference to cross-border raids
in the joint statement with Mr
Modi during his Washington
visit and the new explicit
clause introduced in the US
Senate linking military aid
with action against terrorist
groups. One of the immediate
tasks of Mr Sharif’s successors
will be to convince US
President Donald Trump that
Islamabad is actually under-
taking to clean up its act on

harbouring terrorists is a tall
order.

In the event, the stalemate in
relations with India will con-
tinue until the new civilian
dispensation can resolve its
domestic problems. An anti-
India stance is the safest posi-
tion to adopt for aspiring politi-
cians in Pakistan. But it is in
relation to China that we
might see nuances of change.
Mr Sharif gave his whole-
hearted support to China’s
“One Belt One Road” (OBOR)
policy, particularly to the key
Chinese-Pakistani economic
agreement that passes through
disputed Kashmir underpinnig
it.

This economic corridor
amounting to many billions of

dollars of Chinese investment
according to Chinese priorities
and with Chinese labour is
mouth-watering but full of hid-
den traps in Balochistan in
particular where a hostile
rebellious population will be
further marginalised by
seizure of their land and the
influx of hordes of foreign
workers and officials virtually
running their province.

Mr Imran Khan’s party, iden-
tified in popular mind with
Army sponsorship, is of course
delighted with the elder Mr
Sharif’s dethronement but still
seems a long way to acquiring
power. 

The Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) has a solid majority in
Parliament and in immediate
terms it seems a formality that
petroleum minister Shahid
Khalaqan Abbasi will serve his
interim term until Sharif
junior takes over. But every
twist in this Pakistani melo-
drama has new possibilities of
realignments.

Mr Nawaz Sharif and his chil-
dren will be subjected to fur-
ther legal proceedings, which
promise to be a long process.
Witness General Musharraf
facing a string of charges not
only living a normal life but

pronouncing on matters of
state policy nearly every day
as if he were still the country’s
military ruler. The Supreme
Court’s verdict subjects Mr
Sharif and family to a stiff
round of investigations but the
outcome of these probes, as
and when they take place, is
far from clear.

The basic Pakistani dilemma
remains unresolved. India
might be the enemy for the
Army and influence over
Afghanistan would remain its
other main goal, but the new
centrality of China in the
country’s affairs introduces an
unpredictable factor. Chinese
ambitions, which go far
beyond Pakistan, are likely to
proceed ahead of Islamabad’s
priorities and could represent
new points of friction.

There was a time when
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto galvanised
the country and gave it a new
cachet. The then Army
establishment saw to it that he
was not merely imprisoned but
hanged. 

His daughter Benazir, whom
I had also met and interviewed
during her term as Prime
Minister, sought to recreate
her father’s music but
assassins were waiting for her

to snuff out her life.
Mr Nawaz Sharif was more

matter of fact in his style and
sought to work within the
limits of what the Army would
allow. Now that he has been
felled by an unlikely blow, he
must hope that his younger
brother will carry on his
cautious approach to rule
within the red lines drawn by
the Army.

However, Pakistan’s
perennial question of who
rules the country remains
unresolved. The thread that
unites the country, from
General Ayub Khan to now,
the Army’s hold has not
loosened. Perhaps the Supreme
Court verdict on Mr Sharif is a
sign of change. It is still a long
journey ahead.

For the better or worse, the
sub-continent’s bitter division
still casts a long shadow over
relations between the two
countries. We are very similar
in many ways but have gone in
very different directions.
Perhaps Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is seeking
to mould his country into a
Hindu India in imitation of
Pakistan’s Islamisation, will
find a meeting point with his
colleagues across the border.

KIEV

T
here is no lavatory
paper to be found in
government build-
ings in Kiev. Plan
ahead, locals advise,

if you visit a tax office, the
council or some other arm of
the bureaucracy. This state of
affairs is one small sign of the
corruption that pervades
Ukraine. Even the trifling
sums spent on toilet roll are
stolen by dishonest officials.
Patients bribe doctors to get
treatment; students bribe pro-
fessors to pass exams; citizens
bribe tax inspectors… actual-
ly, many people don’t bother
with tax in the first place,
working instead in a vast
shadow economy.

Two Ukrainian journalists
tell me all this as we sip
drinks in a surprisingly
expensive Kiev café. (The
prices are a sign of the under-
ground cash economy where
real incomes outstrip the
meagre salaries in official fig-
ures.) 

One of the journalists — I’ll
call him Mikhailo — is my
guide. He learned English by
listening to the Reith lectures
on Radio 4 and speaks in the
clipped tones of a Pathé news-
reader. He recounts the noto-
rious story of a minor official
found with a vault under his
house, a literal treasure-trove
of art, antiques, jewellery and
suitcases full of cash. The offi-
cial is not in jail.
“Regrettably, 80 per cent of
our judges are corrupt.”

The other journalist — I’ll
call her Svitlana — works in a
news agency that specialises
in covering official corrup-
tion and its cousin, organised
crime: a job that her friends
are convinced will get her
killed. 

She tells me, smiling, that
they even did a story on their
own office building because it
was so corruptly run by a
state enterprise. Both journal-
ists say that the Ukrainian
mafia is allied with the
Russian mafia and are used
by the Kremlin to exercise

influence here. 
They are convinced that the

war with Russian-backed sep-
aratists in the east of 
the country rumbles on
because the two mafias profit
from it.

Into this murky landscape
steps the US government’s
new Special Representative
for Ukraine Negotiations. The
Obama administration did
not have such a special envoy
and the man appointed now,
Kurt Volker, is known as a
Russia hawk. That fact alone
might be seen as surprising
given the prevailing
narrative on Trump and the
Kremlin. 

We meet at the US
ambassador’s elegant 19th-
century residence in old Kiev
and Volker immediately
dismisses Russian
protestations that they are
mere bystanders to events in
eastern Ukraine.

“Even Russian officials
have to smile when they say
that”, he says. “Russia is in
eastern Ukraine; there is no
debate over that. It is a con-
flict that Russia is directly
engaged in.” But he goes on:
“Russia is making a miscalcu-
lation. The effort to take this
territory is not actually work-
ing very well. It is turning
Ukraine more and more
towards the West, the oppo-
site of what Russia wants.”
He has just returned from vis-
iting the Ukrainian side of the
front line. 

“It is not a frozen conflict,”
he says. There are 1,000-1,500
ceasefire violations a day,
and casualties are up 65 per
cent on last year. “The human
toll is dramatic. We’ve seen
more people killed this year
than in the preceding two
years. This is a hot war.”

Obama wrestled with the
problem of ending this war —
and failed. The Russian
annexation of Crimea stands,
a violation of treaty and of
international law. What
would Trump do differently?
Volker speaks about “making
a push” to solve the conflict
and trying to “get the right

strategic dialogue going”
with Moscow. More dramati-
cally, the US under Trump is
considering a step Obama
never took: arming the
Ukrainians. Volker tells me
this is “actively being
reviewed”.

A Kremlin spokesman,
responding to these remarks,
said US arms would increase
tension on the front line and
delay resolution of what he
called “this internal
Ukrainian issue”. 

Decoded: if you escalate, so
will we. Moscow believes it
has vital interests in Ukraine:
the fate of millions of ethnic
Russians and the security of
the Motherland itself. In any
test of wills between the US
and Russia over Ukraine,
surely Russia would prevail, I
say to Volker. 

Moscow is said to have put
the biggest concentration of
tanks in Europe on Ukraine’s
border. Sending arms to Kiev
might start something that
Moscow would finish.

“I would say the opposite is
actually more likely”, he
replies. “If Ukraine is in a
strategically weak position
and Russia in a strategically
strong position, that gives
Russia the opportunity to
play light warfare along the
line of conflict. It holds this
threat over Ukraine. (US)
weapons, ones that would
allow Ukraine to defend itself,
to take out tanks for example,
would actually help to change
that calculation. The argu-
ment that it would be
provocative to Russia or
emboldening of Ukraine is
just getting it backwards.”

If the US does arm Ukraine,
would that mean Trump
has ceded control of Russia

policy to the “grown-ups”?
This is a group within the
administration which is said
to include US secretary of
state Rex Tillerson, defence
secretary James Mattis, and a
foreign policy establishment
that believes Russian “active
measures” have been
deployed across a broad front

from Ukraine to the US presi-
dential election. 

As the US commander in
Europe, General Curtis
Scaparrotti, said recently:
“Russia seeks to undermine
this international system and
discredit those in the West
who have created it.”

This is not at all what
Trump says he believes. Yet
American diplomats under-
stand that when the President
met Vladimir Putin privately
at the G20 summit, he insisted
Ukrainian territory had to be
restored. 

The problem of Ukraine was
an obstacle to US relations
with Russia, Trump suppos-
edly said. This brings to mind
the conspiracy theory about
US airstrikes against the
Syrian government. That
largely symbolic act was fol-
lowed by US withdrawal of
military support for the
rebels fighting Moscow’s ally,
President Assad. 

What if Trump is talking
tough now so as to make con-
cessions later?

Bohdan Yaremenko, a well-
connected former Ukrainian
diplomat, said the Kremlin
might not even wish to get the
concessions. 

Sanctions were not really
hurting them, he said, and
conflict with the West shored
up domestic support:
“Russians need conflict in
Ukraine as a tool of bargain-
ing with the Americans and
the rest of the world.”

So, what is Trump up to?
There is always the suspicion
that he just makes things up
from tweet to tweet. Still, the
policy on Ukraine might be
evidence that he is the victim
of a conspiracy of lies about
his links to Russia. 

Taken at face value, the pol-
icy certainly does not fit the
narrative that he is a Russian
stooge. 

Peace in Ukraine, then, may
well depend on Trump’s mys-
terious relationship with
Vladimir Putin.

By arrangement with 
the Spectator

Is Trump really a Russian stooge?

ACROSS

1 A whole bunch
6 How one may be
loved
12 Pitiful sorts
14 Rubber ducky, e.g.
15 Ancient region of
central Italy
16 Lead-in
17 Universal life
force
18 ___-repeated
19 Depressed
20 Lead-in to right or
rock
21 Movie theater pio-
neer Marcus
23 ___ Gong
(Chinese spiritual
practice)
25 They may
come with silver or

gold
26 Of an arm bone
28 “___ folly to be
wise”
29 Diner purchases,
for short
30 Towheaded
comics boy
32 Creepy

34 Minneapolis-to-
Milwaukee dir.
35 Cowboys may ride
off into it
37 Letters of
approval
40 Home addition?
41 Middle of the
road?
43 Med. insurance
plans
45 Mo
47 Seldom-reviewed
TV show
48 Sub
49 Brought on
51 Words after
“Here” and “Away”
52 The Liberty Tree,
for one
53 Misfortune
54 El Orinoco, e.g.
56 Owing
57 The Magi, e.g.
59 One eating you
out of house and
home?
61 Most svelte
62 Left a burning
impression?
63 Comics character
with a big nose

64 Cartoonist’s aide

DOWN

1 Squalid
places
2 Actress 
Barbeau of
the cult
classic “Swamp
Thing”
3 Something bad to
come down with
4 Snow blower
brand
5 Leave nothing
behind?
6 Composer 
Copland
7 Hearty entree
8 Org. with the
Calder Cup
9 Little of children’s
literature
10 A whole bunch
11 Nos in Novosibirsk
12 Cut off
13 Occupied, as a
table
14 Pretty good
grades
22 Washed-out

24 Opposite of cov-
ers
25 “___ Buttermilk
Sky”
27 Fashion photogra-
pher Herb
29 Midge, for one
31 “Ain’t ___ Sweet”
33 Kind of sleep
36 Like one-star puz-
zles
37 Place for a 
poker
38 Female issue
39 Ticked off
40 Jack of “Barney
Miller”

42 “Do the ___”
(beverage slogan)
43 Bottled up
44 Detective whose
first name
is Kentaro
46 Roll at
a counter
48 Makes sound
49 Equine
50 Cinque + cinque
53 Boohoo
55 Part of the escape
route in
“Casablanca”
58 Density symbol
60 Jan. honoree

Pak melodrama is full of twists

Mindfully connected
By now, we’ve all heard of, and perhaps are afflicted by,

“FOMO” — the “fear of missing out” on something,
anything, on social networking sites. Symptoms

include reaching out for wifi and 4G-enabled devices every
free moment during the day, and at times at night, when the
compulsion to check into social media is strong enough to
disrupt sleep. 

The fear that one is missing out on exciting things that are
happening right this instant, and which everybody else is a
part of, is certainly not a new one. It stems in part from the
need to connect and participate, and in part from the human
proclivity to show off, be one up on others. The tablets and
smartphones, and the attention manipulative technology
employed by social media companies, certainly did not
invent the problem. What they have done is exacerbate it by
giving human beings the wherewithal, and the encourage-
ment, to constantly be in each other’s faces and lives. 

Connected devices constantly sync with social media and
bring the worlds of friends, acquaintances and random peo-
ple one has never met but follows, right into every minute of
our day. A steady stream of information about others’ activi-
ties and concerns feeds itself into our minds. Instant infor-
mation fires the brain into an equally
instant reactive mode — like, dislike,
hate, wish, want. And which also leads
one to package one’s life for social media
consumption, rather than being in the
moment and living it for what it is.

In order to wean oneself from the fear of
missing out, one must cultivate its exact
opposite — the joy of missing out. To do
this would require a conscious attitudi-
nal shift towards greater mindfulness in general, and while
dealing with FOMO triggers in particular. 

Mindfulness is basic awareness of that which is, in this
moment. It is being conscious of all that is passing through
the mind in the present moment, without comment, reaction
or debate. There is neither grasping nor pushing away. The
mind is like a stream of phenomena that can be watched, as a
witness, not as a doer or actor. When emotions arise, they are
also watched, as are thoughts and ideas, without being
labeled. In this state one is in balance, the grasping and tight-
ening recedes, and slowly one finds the mind coming to rest. 

To be mindful, to live mindfully, means to find this state of
natural rest in each moment of the day. Of course, initially, it
is only possible to do this perhaps in sitting meditation.
Gradually, by bringing a similar quality of attention to every
task and chore, each action could offer an opportunity to be
mindful, even social networking. Knowing that each moment
is perfect as it is, whether or not it is on Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram, is central to “JOMO”. The less the content of each
moment, the more time there is to fully connect with oneself
in that moment. 

Swati Chopra writes on spirituality and mindfulness.
Twitter: @swatichopra1

Pakistan’s Parliament is set to elect a
new Prime Minister this week and
another to replace the interim choice

some two months from now...
The government and the Opposition have a

number of opportunities to work together,
even in the polarised and bitter political cli-
mate in the country today. For one, the
ouster of Nawaz Sharif has acted as a
reminder that the Constitution, though sig-
nificantly restored to its original democratic
status by the 18th Amendment, has a num-
ber of distortions in it that ought to be
removed.

In particular, the existence of vague reli-
gious references and standards of conduct
expected of public officials should be
addressed. The next Parliament should not
have to operate under a cloud of uncertainty.

There is also the vital issue of electoral
reforms, changes that must for the sake of a
stronger democratic order be introduced
before the next general election... 

A comprehensive overhaul of the electoral
system is within reach — if Parliament
makes it a priority. 

Surely, with the next scheduled general
election less than a year away and the uncer-
tainty that hangs over the political land-
scape now, a stronger electoral system is an
urgent necessity.

— Dawn, Pakistan

The task
ahead for

Parliament

India might be the
enemy for the 
Pakistan Army and
influence over
Afghanistan would
remain its other main
goal, but the new 
centrality of China in
the country’s affairs
introduces an 
unpredictable factor

Trump’s policy on
Ukraine might be

evidence that he is
the victim of a con-

spiracy of lies about
his links to Russia.

Taken at face value,
the policy certainly

does not fit the 
narrative that he is a

Russian stooge.

S. Nihal Singh

Talking Turkey

Swati Chopra

Paul
Wood



IN BRIEF

5% CHANCE
OF MEETING
PARIS GOAL

London, July 31: There is
only a five per cent chance that
the Earth will avoid warming
by at least 2C come the end of
the century, according to new
research.

The study claimed that global
trends in the economy, emis-
sions and population growth
make it extremely unlikely
that the planet will be able to
meet the 2C threshold set out in
the Paris climate agreement.

“We’re closer to the margin
than we think,” said Adrian
Raftery, a University of
Washington academic who led
the research, published in
Nature Climate Change. “If we
want to avoid 2C, we have very
little time left. The public
should be very concerned.”

Another study published on
Monday also reported some
dismal findings. Climate
change will cause around
60,000 deaths globally in 2030
and 2,60,000 deaths by 2100, it
said. The study, by the
University of North Carolina,
found that rising temperatures
will exacerbate air pollutants
that will particularly threaten
those with existing conditions.

According to the University
of Washington study, there is a
90 per cent likelihood that tem-
peratures will rise between 2C
and 4.9C by 2100.

TRUMP: WE
ARE DOING
VERY WELL

Washington, July 31:
President Donald Trump on
Monday said that under his
leadership the US is doing
incredibly well and the unem-
ployment now is the lowest in
17 years. 

“Overall, I think we’re doing
incredibly well. The economy
is doing incredibly well, and
many other things. So, we’re
starting from a really good
base,” Mr Trump told reporters
during his Cabinet meeting at
the White House. “We have the
highest stock market in history.
We have a GDP, it got very little
mention, although I guess in
the business areas it did. But it
got, I think, very little mention.
2.6 is a number that nobody
thought they’d see for a long
period of time.” 

He reminded his Cabinet col-
leagues and reporters that he
used to say that the US will hit
three at some point in the not-
too-distant future. “Everybody
smiled and they laughed and
they thought we’d be at one.
And 2.6 is an unbelievable
number, announced on Friday,”
he said. Mr Trump said the
unemployment is the lowest in
17 years. 

We will
contest the

elections and
I’m confident

we will win
the elections

— Imran Khan,
Pakistan politician

Rare signed copy of the iconic photo
of Einstein playfully sticking his
tongue out, sold for $1,25,000 
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Saudis hampering
Haj pilgrims: Qatar

Doha: The Qatari authorities
have accused Saudi Arabia of

jeopardising the annual Haj
pilgrimage to Mecca of

Qatari pilgrims by refusing to
guarantee their safety. On

July 20, Riyadh said Qataris
wanting to perform this

year’s Haj would be allowed
to enter the kingdom for the
pilgrimage, but imposed cer-

tain restrictions.
The Qatari Islamic affairs

ministry, in a statement, said
the Saudi side had “refused
to communicate regarding

securing the pilgrims safety”.

Court blocks bid
to prosecute Blair

London: UK High Court bl-
ocked a bid by an Iraqi ex-

general to prosecute former
PM Tony Blair for invading

Iraq in 2003. Gen. Abdulwa-
heed Shannan Al Rabbat’s

case centered around the co-
ncept that a “crime of agg-
ression,” would be recogni-
sed under English law. The

court said while the concept
exists under international

law, it does not exist in dom-
estic law. The former gener-

al’s lawyers said the judgme-
nt “sets a dangerous prece-

dent in times of insecurity” .

Scientists create artificial food from thin air
■ Research may find solution to feed hungry people without massive land useNEW AGE | TECH

Lahore, July 31: A reso-
lution in Pakistan’s
Punjab Assembly was on
Monday introduced
against Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) Prime
Minister Raja Farooq
Haider, demanding his
resignation for making
anti-Pakistan remarks.

On disqualification of
Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif by the Supreme
Court in the Panama
Papers case last week, Mr
Haider had said: “We —
the people of Kashmir
(PoK) — have to think now
to which country we
should make annexation
to.”

His statement sparked
widespread reaction from
several political parties.

The resolution, intro-
duced by the Pakistan
Peoples’ Party legislator
Khurram Wattoo, said the
statement of Mr Haider
has hurt the sentiments of
the people of Pakistan and
PoK.

Clarifying his statement,
Mr Haider later said: “My
statement was distorted as
I did not mean to say that I
would consider annexa-
tion to any other country.

“It is painful. Pakistan is
my country, I have every
right to be concerned and
express my reservations,”

he was quoted as saying
by Geo TV.

Mr Haider also request-
ed the media and other
parties “not to drag
Kashmir in their personal
wars”. “The entire
Pakistan is Kashmir and
all of Kashmir is
Pakistan,” he remarked.

Mr  Haider also lashed
out at Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) chief Imran
Khan. Addressing the
media, he said he does not
believe in Mr Khan’s
Pakistan and dared the
PTI chief to hold demon-
strations against him in
PoK.

“I will not tolerate any
insult. I don’t believe in
Imran Khan’s Pakistan. I
believe in Quaid-e-Azam’s

Pakistan. What are you
going to do about it?” he
raged, adding he does not
want to be a part of the
political tug-of-war under
way in Pakistan.

Speaking about Nawaz
Sharif ’s disqualification,
Mr Haider questioned
what would happen if Mr
Khan were also to be dis-
qualified. — Agencies

PoK PM faces calls to resign
over his ‘anti-Pak’ comments

VENEZUELA VOTE UNLEASHES VIOLENCE

Firefighters watch as anti-government activists attack and set on fire a National Traffic Police station during a
protest against the election of a Constituent Assembly proposed by Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, in
Caracas on Monday. A wave of unrest in the country left 10 people dead. The EU voiced concern over the fate of
democracy in Venezuela, and said there are “grave doubts” that it can recognise a controversial vote. — AFP Paris, July 31: Roughly

20,000 emails allegedly
stolen from French
President Emmanuel
Macron’s campaign have
been digitally verified
and published to
WikiLeaks, the group
said on Monday.

The emails caused a
stir when they were ini-
tially published just two
days before France’s
May 7 presidential
runoff, which pitted Mr
Macron against French
far-right leader Marine
Le Pen. But unlike the
leaks that rattled the
2016 American presiden-
tial race, the French
email leak had little if
any impact and Mr Mac-
ron still handily beat Ms
Le Pen. The messages
have since been picked
over by the French pr-
ess, although WikiLea-
ks’ move may draw new
attention to them. — AP

WIKILEAKS
ISSUES LEAKED
MACRON EMAILS

JOLIE DEFENDS
‘CRUEL’ CASTING
GAME FOR MOVIE
Los Angeles, July 31:
Hollywood actress-film-
maker Angelina Jolie
has defended the casting
process for her new
movie First They Killed
My Father, insisting that
the welfare of the chil-
dren involved was her
highest priority.

The star was criticised
after a recent Vanity
Fair profile described
how casting directors
looked through Cambo-
dian orphanages, circus-
es, and slum schools to
find a child actor to play
their lead, Loung Ung.

During the auditions,
they also set up a game
where money was put on
a table and children
were encouraged to
think of what they need-
ed it for before the cash
was snatched away.

However, Jolie, 42, who
adopted her oldest son
Maddox, 15, from
Cambodia, has now clar-
ified the casting process
and revealed that the
game was a “pretend
exercise in an improvi-
sation, from an actual
scene in the film”.

In a statement to
Variety, she said, “Every
measure was taken to
ensure the safety, com-
fort and well-being of
the children on the film
starting from the audi-
tions through produc-
tion to the present.” 

— PTI

Family kicked off
plane over blanket
London, July 31: A
woman has claimed that
she and her family were
kicked out of a flight and
arrested after she tried to
give a complimentary
business class blanket 
to her son who was 
travelling in the economy
class.

Sara Celeste Farfan
Garcia was takin a Copa
Airlines flight from Pan-
ama City to Lima, Peru,
in June. 

Ms Garcia, who claimed
she was a member of the
airline’s loyalty scheme,
said she was booked into
business class, where cus-
tomers are given free
blankets, but her son,
along with other rela-
tives, was seated in econo-
my class, the Telegraph
reported. 

When she went to pass a
blanket to her child, Ms
Garcia said she was con-
fronted by a flight atten-
dant who prevented her
from doing so, before
“verbally assaulting and

pushing her”.
In a Facebook post Ms

Garcia claimed the flight
attendant called the
police, who came to escort
the family off the 
flight. — Agencies

TOUGH TALK

N. Korea talks
pointless: US
■ Haley urges China to rein in Pyongyang
Washington, July 31:
The time for talk on
North Korea is “over”,
the United States said,
spurning a UN response
to Pyongyang’s latest
ICBM launch in favour
of bomber flights and
missile defence system
tests.

Nikki Haley, the US
envoy to the United
Nations, said there was
“no point” in holding a
fruitless emergency
Security Council ses-
sion, warning that
another weak council
resolution would be
“worse than nothing” in
light of the North’s
repeated violations.

North Korean leader
Kim Jong-Un boasted of
his country’s ability to
strike any target in the
US after an interconti-
nental ballistic missile
test Friday which
weapons experts said
could even bring New
York into range — a
major challenge to Pre-
sident Donald Trump.

US strategic bombers
on Saturday flew over
the Korean peninsula in
a direct response to the
launch, and on Sunday
American forces suc-
cessfully tested a missile
interception system
which the US hopes will
be installed on the
Korean peninsula.

Under Kim’s leader-
ship, North Korea has
accelerated its drive to-
wards a credible nuclear
strike capability, in defi-
ance of international
condemnation and mul-
tiple sets of UN sanc-
tions. The US senate
passed new sanctions on
Pyongyang on Friday.

Ms Haley urged China,
Japan and South Korea
to tighten the screws on
Pyongyang.

“An additional
Security Council resolu-
tion that does not signif-
icantly increase the
international pressure
on North Korea is of no
value,” she said in a
statement late Sunday.

“It sends the message
to the North Korean dic-
tator that the interna-

tional community is
unwilling to seriously
challenge him.

“China must decide
whether it is finally will-
ing to take this vital
step. The time for talk is
over.”

Analysts said the com-
ments indicated US had
run out of patience with
the diplomatic appro-
ach, and could consider
military intervention.

The latest ICBM test
“poses a seemingly tan-
gible threat to the
national security of the
US”, said Jeung Young-
Tae, director of military
studies at Dongyang
University in South
Korea. “Now the US will
see no point in negotia-
tion, which only helps
Pyongyang earn more
time to develop its
weapons programmes,”
he said. — AFP

RUSSIA, U.S.
STANDOFF MAY
WORSEN TIES
Moscow, July 31:
Russia on Monday so-
ught to justify its deci-
sion to purge US diplo-
matic personnel in the
country, as the Kre-
mlin appeared to give
up on hopes of imp-
roving ties anytime
soon under Donald
Trump.

President Vladimir
Putin announced on
Sunday US will have to
cut its diplomatic mis-
sion in Russia by 755
employees, as Moscow
struck back against
new US sanctions.

“We have waited
long enough, hoping
the situation would
perhaps change for the
better,” the Kremlin
strongman said.

The US decried as
“regrettable” Russia’s
decision. A state
department official
said: “This is a regret-
table and uncalled for
act. We are assessing
the impact of such a
limitation and how we
will respond to it.” 

— AFP

An additional
Security
Council reso-
lution that

does not significantly
increase the interna-
tional pressure on
North Korea is of no
value.

— NIKKI HALEY, 
US envoy to UN ISIS attacks Iraq embassy

Kabul, July 31: A suicide
bomber blew himself up
outside the Iraqi embassy
in Kabul on Monday and
militants breached the
compound, Afghan offi-
cials said, in a complex
hours-long attack claimed
by the Islamic State group.

All attackers had been
killed and the compound
secured roughly four
hours after the assault
began, Afghanistan’s inte-
rior ministry said, adding
all embassy staff were
safe and only one police-
man wounded “slightly”.

There were conflicting
reports about how the
attack unfolded. The inte-
rior ministry said at least
four militants had att-
acked the embassy, begin-
ning with a suicide bom-
ber who detonated his vest
at the compound entra-
nce. “The quick-response
police forces arrived in

time and evacuated the
Iraqi diplomats to safe
place. No embassy staff
have been harmed, only
one policeman was
wounded slightly,” a min-
istry statement said.

An Afghan security offi-
cial at the site of the

attack and a number of
witnesses, however, sug-
gested the attackers were
dropped by a car nearby,
who then stormed the
embassy building with ha-
ils of bullets, before pene-
trating and detonating
themselves inside. — AFP

NAKED MAN
DELAYS PLANE
Las vegas, July 31:
A flight leaving Las
Vegas was briefly
delayed after a passen-
ger stripped himself
while boarding and
approached a flight
attendant.

“He removed his
clothes and then
approached a flight
attendant,” airport
spokesman Chris
Jones told NBC.
“Metro officers were
called and he was
given medical atten-
tion.” — Agencies

The ingredients: one
serve of carbon diox-
ide, high voltage.

Now wait for a few weeks
and enjoy a meal of single-
cell protein. 

This could be the culi-
nary feat of the future.

Scientists in Finland
claim they have success-
fully created food out of
thin air by using only
using electricity, CO2 and
a few added microbes. By
mixing the ingredients
into a coffee-cup-sized
bioreactor and supplying
an electric shock, they

were able to create a pow-
der that is around 50 per
cent protein and 25 per
cent carbohydrates, with
the rest being fat and
nucleic acid, Quartz
reported.

While it is not yet ready
for human consumption it
could, however, provide an
alternate source for ani-
mal fodder. This in turn
would help reduce strain
on crops. This also may
help keep meat affordable
as the world’s crops come
under increasing pressure

The researchers said the

Food from Electricity pro-
gramme is 10 times more
energy efficient than the
photosynthesis of plants.
This early-stage research
could pave a path toward a
solution to cheaply feed
hungry populations with-
out massive land use. The
UN estimates that about
795 million people in the
world suffer from chronic
undernourishment.

In the long run the pro-
tein “reactors” also have
the potential to create the
building blocks of meals
aboard long-duration

space flights and as a
rapid-response counters o
famine, the report said.

“In practice, all the raw
materials are available
from the air,” said Juha-
Pekka Pitkänen, principal
scientist at VTT. “In the
future, the technology can
be transported to, for
instance, deserts and
other areas facing famine.
One possible alternative is
a home reactor, a type of
domestic appliance the
consumer can use to pro-
duce the needed protein.” 

— Agencies

Islamabad, July 31:
The ruling PML-N
party’s interim Prime
Minister nominee Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi is
facing a Rs 220 billion
corruption inquiry by
Pakistan’s National Ac-
countability Bureau
(NAB) over an LNG con-
tract, according to a
media report.

Mr Abbasi, the former
minister for petroleum
and natural resources,
is the principal accused
in an NAB case regis-
tered in 2015 over the
award of a liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) import
contract, Dawn News
reported.

Meanwhile, Mr

Abbasi’s nomination as
interim Prime Minister
has been challenged in
the Supreme Court’s
Lahore Registry.

The petitioner argued
that Mr Abbasi was
nominated despite ongo-
ing investigations of
‘corruption’ against
him. — Agencies

PAKISTAN PM NOMINEE FACING 
Rs 220 BILLION GRAFT CHARGE

People run for cover near Iraq embassy in Kabul. — AFP

RISING TENSION

■ Donald Trump
has vowed to take

“all necessary
measures” to pro-
tect US allies from

North Korea,
Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo

Abe said.

■ Russia was
concerned abo-
ut the develop-
ments in the
Korean peninsu-
la and accused
US of trying to
shift responsibil-
ity to Moscow.

WORK IN
PROGRESS

■ The energy effi-
ciency of the

process is reported to
be 10 times better than photo-

synthesis. But plenty of work remains to
be done to make it commercially viable.

■ At the moment, the experimental cof-
fee-machine-sized benchtop facilities take
about a fortnight to zap into existence one

gram of protein powder.

Islamabad July 31:
Pakistan’s Opposition par-
ties on Monday failed to
agree on a joint candidate
against PML-N’s Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi for the
Prime Minister’s election,
with six candidates filing
their nomination papers
for the polls scheduled to
be held on Tuesday.

President Mamnoon Hu-
ssain has summoned Nati-
onal Assembly, the lower
house of parliament, on
Tuesday at 3:00 pm  to
elect the new leader of the
house. Mr Abbasi on
Monday submitted his
nomination papers. — PTI

6 candidates
in today’s
race for PM
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BIZ BRIEFS
SAT orders status

quo on Sahara Life

New Delhi: Fiscal deficit in
the first quarter of the cur-

rent fiscal was `4.42 lakh
crore or 80.8 per cent of

Budget estimates for 2017-
18, much higher than in the
year-ago period. The fiscal

deficit situation during April-
June of the last fiscal was
61.1 per cent. The govern-
ment aims to restrict the
deficit to 3.2 per cent of

GDP in the current
fiscal as against

3.5 per cent in
2016-17. In

absolute terms,
3.2 per cent

deficit for the cur-
rent fiscal works
out to `5,46,532 crore. As

per the data released by the
Controller General of

Accounts, tax revenue was
`1,77,337 crore or 14.5 per
cent of the estimate. Total

receipts (from revenue and
non-debt capital) of the
government during the
April-June quarter was

`2,09,046 crore or 13.1 per
cent of the estimates for the
current year. It was 12.8 per

cent of the estimates for
2016-17. 

Q1 DEFICIT 
HITS 81% OF

FISCAL TARGET

Mumbai: The Securities
Appellate Tribunal on

Monday ordered ‘status quo’
for a week on insurance reg-

ulator IRDAI’s direction for
transfer of embattled Sahara

group’s life insurance busi-
ness to ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance. The tribunal fixed
the next hearing in the mat-
ter on August 7 when it will
decide on the maintainabili-

ty of the petition filed by
Sahara Life Insurance

against the IRDAI order. Last
Friday, IRDAI had asked

ICICI Prudential to take over
the assets and liabilities of

Sahara Life from July 31. 

Trai suggests norms
on shutting services

New Delhi: Telecom regula-
tor Trai on Monday suggest-
ed that firms shutting down
services based on one tech-

nology while switching to
another should give two

months notice to licensor
and one month heads-up to

subscribers, listing out
options before them includ-

ing port outs. Trai has also
recommended specific time-

lines for the Department of
Telecom (DoT) to revert to
companies with objections,
if any, on spectrum trading

proposals, and also spell out
deadline for companies to

file their responses.

CAIT lobbies for 
relook at 28% slab

New Delhi: Traders’ body
CAIT on Monday said that

the GST Council needs to re-
look at the 28 per cent slab

as many of the items placed
in this bracket ought to be

brought under lower rates of
the new tax regime. The

body claimed that there are
still “anomalies, disparities
and contradictions” in vari-

ous tax slabs under GST that
should be addressed by the
council. “Anomalies, dispari-

ties and contradictions do
exist in various tax slabs
under GST and as such it

needs to be reconciled by
the GST Council. CAIT said
that despite some difficul-

ties the new regime wit-
nessed smooth adoption

Madrid, July 31: A few
minutes before 8 pm on
August 8, 2012, two Chinese
living in Spain — a banker
and her client —held a
blunt phone conversation.

Wang Jing was a senior
officer at the Madrid
branch of the state-con-
trolled Industrial and
Commercial Bank of
China. The client, Xu Kai,
was an alleged top figure
in an international money
laundering group that was
suspected of using the
bank to transfer illegal
income to China. The net-

work was allegedly using
multiple accounts in the
name of Chinese residents
of Spain, in some cases
without their permission,
to make the transfers. But
there had been a hitch.

Earlier that day, banker
Wang said, a woman had
come to the branch to com-
plain that transfers were
being made from her
account without her
knowledge. Wang chided
Xu, telling her to make
sure that account holders
used in the scheme were
on board.

“You have to look out for
yourself and make sure
these people are obedi-
ent,” Wang warned. More
complaints would lead to 
“problems” for the bank,

Wang added.
In fact, the bank already

had problems. Big prob-
lems. Spanish police were
listening.

Wang’s warning to Xu is
documented in confiden-
tial court filings that
include wiretap tran-
scripts from a series of
police investigations start-
ing in 2009 into Chinese
organised crime in Spain. 

The Spanish authorities
have said publicly they
suspect these groups
siphoned up to 1.2 billion
euros ($1.4 billion) out of

Spain to China between
2009 and the end of 2012.

The wiretaps and find-
ings from police investiga-
tions ultimately led
Spanish investigators to
the front door of the
Industrial and
Commercial Bank of
China, or ICBC — the
world’s biggest bank by
assets. On the morning of
Feb. 17 last year, dozens of
police officers burst into
the bank’s Madrid branch
and arrested Wang Jing
and four other senior man-
agers. Two more execu-

tives were arrested after
the raid.

In a statement released
in May last year, Spanish
prosecutors said the giant
Chinese state-run lender
was a conduit for launder-
ing tens of millions of
euros in illegal funds from
tax fraud and smuggling
by “Chinese criminal
organisations.” The sums
laundered were so large,
the prosecutors said, that
“the damage to the socio-
economic order and the
national economy is
clear.” — Reuters

Chinese bank in money-laundering case
■ Chinese organised crime siphoned up to $1.4b, according to SpainMONEY | RACKETEERING

PLANS CHANGED

Snapdeal to fire 80% staff
■ Drops merger with Flipkart, To use money from Freecharge sale
New Delhi, July 31: 
Snapdeal on Monday
revealed that it is facilitat-
ing a major layoff in the
company, with an agenda
to cut down 80 per cent of
its employee strength. 

A senior official told
ANI that the management
has given verbal instruc-
tions to their department
heads to prepare the list. 

Additionally, the official
also revealed that the
owners of the firm have
reversed the merger
which was to take place
between Snapdeal and
Flipkart. 

Rather, with the money
received from the sale of
Freecharge ($50 million),
the firm has decided to
sack around 1,000
employees out of their
present workforce of
1,200, and carry forward
with the remaining.

In July last year, the
company had over 9,000

employees. 
However, the manage-

ment cut down the talent
pool down to 1,200, with-
out any notice. 

While the remaining
employees are backing
the Flipkart-Snapdeal

merger, in an attempt to
save their jobs, the fron-
trunners on the verge of
losing power have decid-
ed to dissolve the same.

Flipkart has already
offered $1,750 million
split between two back-to-

back offers, being one of
the highest offers in the
industry. 

However, the founders
have postponed the merg-
er for the last two months
citing various reasons. 

According to sources,

from last Thursday
evening, Kunal Bahl and
Rohit Bansal have firmly
instructed their business
and technical heads to
restructure their teams
and begin the paperwork
for their layoff. — ANI

TS, AP get nod for
electronic clusters
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

In a boost to electronic
manufacturing sector in
Telugu states, the Centre
on Monday approved set-
ting up of two electronic
manufacturing clusters in
Telangana and AP.

TS Industrial Infra-
structure Corp will set up
the cluster in 600 acres at
Raviryal on the outskirts
of the city at a cost of
`667 crore, while APIIC
will set up the cluster in
500 acres in Chittoor in
AP at a cost of `340 crore.

Ajay Kumar, additional
secretary, ministry of
electronics and IT tweet-
ed that the Centre has
given approval to both
these clusters.

“Approval by
@GoI_MeitY for 600 acre
Electronic Mfg Cluster to
be set up by TSIIC in
Hyderabad. Project Cost
`667 cr.@TelanganaCMO
@KTRTRS,” Mr Kumar
said in a tweet.

Reacting to it, Telangan
IT and industries minis-
ter K.T. Rama Rao tweet-
ed, “thanks Ajay Ji for the
good news.”

When contacted an offi-
cial of Telangana govern-
ment said they applied for
two clusters and approval
for the second one is

awaited. He however, did
not give any timeframe. 

Explaining about the
cluster, the official said in
a bid to reduce depend-
ence on the import of
electronic components,
the Centre, in 2013 devised
a scheme to encourage
local manufacturing.

“Under the EMC
scheme, the Union min-
istry of electronics and IT
would support about one
third of the total project
cost for setting up EMC.
The rest of the fund has to
be arranged by the respec-
tive state government.
The amount is used to cre-
ate infrastructure for set-
ting up electronic compo-
nents manufacturing
units,” the official said.

He said out of `667 crore,
the Centre will fund `240
crore as grant and the rest
would be mobilised by the
state government and
through units which are
interested to set up shop
in the cluster.

More than 18 crore
people avail LPG sop 

AI’s biz plan not sustainable: Centre
New Delhi, July 31: Air
India’s current business is
“not sustainable” as it is
neither able to generate
enough cash flow nor start
repaying even the princi-
pal amount on its debt, the
government has told a
Parliamentary panel.

With the Cabinet giving
“in-principle” approval for
selling stake in the loss-
making Air India, a minis-
terial panel is working on
the final contours of the
proposed disinvestment.

Against this backdrop, a
parliamentary panel has
sought details on the Air

India disinvestment deci-
sion.

Sources said the civil
aviation ministry has pro-
vided a brief overview
about the factors that led
to the decision to sell Air
India stake to the panel.

In the current scenario,

Air India is not in a posi-
tion to generate enough
cash flow, to be in a posi-
tion to start repaying prin-
cipal amounts on its debt,
the ministry has told the
panel, according to
sources.

So, with existing opera-
tions, committed fleet
induction and current oil
prices, the current busi-
ness of Air India is not
sustainable, they said
quoting submission made
by the ministry.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and

Culture is scheduled to
hear out the government
representatives on the Air
India issue next month.

On June 28, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs gave in-principle
approval for considering
strategic disinvestment of
Air India and five of its
subsidiaries.

Sources said the move
came after taking into con-
sideration recommenda-
tions made by government
think tank Niti Aayog and
the core group of secre-
taries on disinvestment.

— PTI

DC CORRESPONDENTS
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, 
JULY 31

The government has
ordered state-run oil com-
panies to raise subsidised
LPG prices by `4 per
cylinder every month.

Oil minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said, “Public
sector oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) were
authorised to increase
price of subsidised domes-
tic LPG cylinder by `2 per
cylinder (14.2-kg) per
month (excluding VAT)
with effect from July 1,
2016,” he said.

Oil companies had hiked
LPG rates on 10 occasions
since that go-ahead.

“The government vide
its order dated May 30,
2017, has again authorised
OMCs to continue to
increase the effective price
of subsidised domestic
LPG by `4 per cylinder
effective June 1, 2017, per
month (excluding VAT) till
the reduction of govern-
ment subsidy to ‘nil’, or till
March 2018, or till further
orders, whichever is earli-
est,” he said.

Oil companies have
raised rates twice since
then, the last being on July
1 when rates were up by a
steep `32 per cylinder —
the steepest increase in six

years. This hike was
because of the May 30
order as well as reflection
of hiked tax rates under
the GST regime.

Subsidised LPG now
costs `477.46 per 14.2-kg
cylinder in Delhi. It was
priced at `419.18 in June
last year. The rate of non-
subsidised LPG, which
consumers pay after
exhausting their quota of
below-market priced bot-
tles, costs `564. “The price
for the other subsidised
cylinders (i.e. 5 kg) would
be increased proportion-
ately by the OMCs,” Mr
Pradhan said.

The subsidy on LPG was
`86.54 per cylinder for
July, he said.

There are as many as
18.11 crore customers of
subsidised LPG in the
country. These include 2.5
crore poor women who
were given free connec-
tions during the last one
year under the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojna. 

MADE IN INDIA JEEP

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) India president & managing director Kevin Flynn with chief operating officer of
Asia Pacific regions (non China) (right) Paul Alcala during the launch of Made in India Jeep Compass for Indian
market in Mumbai on Monday. — PTI

■ IN A report submit-
ted to the government
in May, Niti Aayog had
proposed strategic dis-
investment of Air India
on various grounds,
including the airline’s
financial situation

SBI slashes interest rates on savings
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JULY 31

State Bank of India on
Monday slashed interest
rates on savings account
deposit by 0.50 per cent to
3.5 per cent for deposit
upto `1 crore with imme-
diate effect while cus-
tomers with savings bank
account balance of `1
crore and above will con-
tinue to earn interest at 4
per cent per annum. 

According to a senior
SBI official, about 90 per
cent of the savings
account holders falls

under the less than `1
crore bracket. The bank
decided to revise the inter-
est rate due to cut in mar-
ginal cost based lending
rates (MCLR) by 90 basis
points to 8 per cent effec-
tive from January 1, 2017. 

The reduction was on the
back of large inflows in
savings and current
accounts during the
demonetisation period in
the months of November
and December 2016.

“The revision in savings
bank rate would enable us
to maintain the MCLR at
the existing rates, benefit-

ing a large segment of
retail borrowers in SME,
agriculture & affordable
housing segments. We
encourage people to move
to FDR as we expect less

volatility and better facili-
tation due to our strong
reach, distribution and
franchise network.
Reduction in rates was
also important as it was
difficult to maintain
MCLR at the current lev-
els,” said Rajnish Kumar,
managing director, nation-
al banking group, SBI. 

While the bank slashed
MCLR by 90 basis points at
one go in view of the large
inflows into savings and
current account post
demonetisation, Mr
Kumar said that about 60
per cent of those inflows

have gone out of the bank. 
“This was putting

upward pressure on our
MCLR. The only option
before us was to either cut
interest rates on savings
account or raise MCLR,”
he said and added that
while the interest rate on
savings bank account has
remained static at 4 per
cent since 2011, the macro
conditions has gone
through major changes
during the period. 

In 2012, the CPI inflation
was at 9.8 per cent, which
has now come down to 1.54
per cent. 

■ AS PER a SBI official,
about 90% of the sav-
ings account holders
falls under the less
than `1 crore bracket

■ SBI HAD revised the
interest rate due to cut
in MCLR by 90 basis
points to 8% effective
from January 1, 2017

■ PAGES OF confiden-
tial case submissions
reviewed by Reuters,
and interviews, provide
the detailed account of
the alleged racket and
show that the probe
reaches high into the
state-run bank’s
European operation. 

■ THE TELANGANA
government had
requested the Centre
to sanction two EMC,
one at e-City at
Raviryal  and another
one at Science Park at
Maheswaram near the
international airport

■ FINANCE MINISTRY
said that there were
some complaints that
the taxpayers are not
being able to log on
to the e-filing website
of I-T department or
not being able to link
Aadhaar with PAN
because of different
names reflected in
PAN and Aadhaar 

5L BIZ HAVE
OPTED FOR GST
COMPOSITION 
New Delhi, July 31:
Five lakh businesses
have opted for the GST
composition scheme,
which allows them to
pay taxes at a conces-
sional rate and makes
compliance easy, the gov-
ernment said on Monday.

Nearly 71 lakh excise,
service tax and VAT
assessees have migrated
to the GSTN till July 25.
Besides, another 12 lakh
new registrations came
about under the regime.

“The figure of dealers
opting for composition
in GST is 5.12 lakh up to
30th (July). The last
date for opting is
August 16,” revenue sec-
retary Hasmukh Adhia
tweeted.

The scheme is an alter-
native method of levy of
tax designed for small
taxpayers whose
turnover is up to `75 lakh
— `50 lakh in the case of
eight north-eastern
states and Himachal
Pradesh. — PTI

DEADLINE FOR
ITR, AADHAAR
EXTENDED
DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

Union finance ministry
on Monday extended the
last date for filing of
income tax return by five
days to August 5 for what
it called “to ease-out the
panic situation” as peo-
ple continued to face
problem in e-filing of
their returns.  

It also gave people
more time for actual
linking their PAN with
Aadhaar for filing of
income-tax returns. 

For the purpose of e-fil-
ing return, finance min-
istry said it would be suf-
ficient as of now to quote
Aadhaar or acknowledge-
ment number for having
applied for Aadhaar in e-
filing website. “The actu-
al linking of PAN with
Aadhaar can be done sub-
sequently, but any time
before 31st August, 2017.
However, the returns will
not be processed until the
linkage of Aadhaar with
PAN is done,” it said.

The ministry said that
there were some com-
plaints that the taxpay-
ers are not being able to
log on to the e-filing web-
site of I-T department or
not being able to link
Aadhaar with PAN
because of different
names reflected in PAN
and Aadhaar database. 

“While technical snags
have been removed
already, the main reason
for failure of people to
log in is because of last
minute rush and panic in
which those who have
already logged in want to
continue for the entire
period for fear of losing
it,” it said.  

Earlier people slammed
the I-T department on
social media platform for
snag in its website for e-
filing of tax returns.
“Facebook can handle
million of users continu-
ously, but income tax
cant,” tweeted one user. 

MASSIVE LAYOFF
AN OFFICIAL TOLD ANI THAT THE MANAGEMENT HAS

GIVEN VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THEIR DEPARTMENT
HEADS TO PREPARE THE LIST TO LAYOFF 80% OF STAFF 

■ With the money received from the
sale of Freecharge, the firm has decided
to sack around 1,000 employees out of
their present workforce of 1,200, and
carry forward with the remaining.

■ The official also
revealed that the 

owners have reversed
the merger which was
to take place between

Snapdeal and 
Flipkart

■ IN JULY LAST YEAR, the company had over 9,000
employees. The founders have postponed the merg-
er for the last two months citing various reasons. 



Manchester United sign Serbia
midfielder Nemanja Matic from EPL
champs Chelsea in £40 million deal
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Ashutosh, Nabil
top performers
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

M.B. Ahutosh and Nabil
Lakdawala dished out
their top level games to
steal the show in the
Telangana Open Snooker
Championship.

In the match against S.
Sai Kiran, Ashutosh was
all guns blazing as his
accuracy and perfect shot
selection helped him out-
class the former with 3-0
scores. The frame scores
read 3-0 (59-21, 56-38,
75(69)-21).

Meanwhile, in the other
match, Nabil Lakdawala
was the other player to
come out on top. Nabil’s
composed technique
proved too much for his
opponent Shravan
Kumar. Nabil won 3-0 (67-
24, 64-38, 72-34). 

Imran Nasir, Chetan
Chabra, M. Riyaz, Md

Faizaan, K. Srikanth, and
P. Abhiraj were other
players to do well.

THE RESULTS
■ Clinton S. Raj bt Nitesh V.
Varghia 3-2 (61-24, 58-39, 64-
56); M.B. Ashutosh bt S. Sai kiran
3-0 (59-21, 56-38, 75(69)- 21); D.
Rohit Kumar bt Dheeraj
Kakumanu 3-1 (53 42, 56-63, 49-
38, 41-27); Mirza Asrar Ahmed
lost to Syed Azam 3-2 (64-52,
33-35, 63-47, 43-51, 43-60); Md
Sameer Ahmed lost to Mushtaq
1-3 (16-56, 47-13, 49-57, 18-47);
Rameez Hassan lost to Md
Taufeq 0-3 (36- 65, 29-40, 24-
56); Baquer Hussain bt Mirza
Zain Ali Baig 3-2 (64-24, 25-59,
55-41, 34-62, 57-25); Imran Nasir
bt D.S. Rahul 3-0 (53-46, 60-26,
68-36); Chetan Chabra bt G.J.
Rakesh 3-0 (57-5, 65-22, 64-19);
Khaja Hussain bt R. Vicky 3-1 (42-
36, 30-51, 49-20, 64-51); T. Khan
bt M. Riyaz Pasha 3-0 (65-16, 49-
32, 60-6); E. Vinod bt C. Aditya
3-1; P. Sainath bt Md abdul 3-2
(62-23, 34-45, 60-24, 37-60, 44-
32 ); Nabil Lakdawala bt Shravan
Kumar 3-0 (67-24, 64- 38, 72-
34); K.S.L. Suman bt Vishwajith
3-2 (53-26, 46-58, 48-39, 40-63,
64-58); P. Naresh bt K. S. Reddy
3-1 (63-38, 43-66, 55-20, 52-45);
P. Abhiraj bt Md Naseer 3-0 (62-
44, 39-29, 72-30).

Cr7 denies tax fraud 
■ Real striker refuses of hiding millions of euros in income at a court hearing
Madrid, July 31: Real
Madrid striker Cristiano
Ronaldo denied hiding
millions of euros in
income at a court hearing
near Madrid on Monday
where he was charged
with tax evasion, the latest
footballer star to fall foul
of Spain’s taxman.

The Portuguese — the
world’s highest paid
sportsman according to
Forbes magazine — fol-
lows in the steps of his
arch-rival, Barcelona for-
ward Lionel Messi, who
was found guilty of the
same offence last year.

“I have never hidden
anything, nor have I had
the intention of evading
taxes,” Ronaldo, 32, told
the court, according to a
statement from the sports
agency which represents
him.

“I always voluntarily file
my tax returns because I
think we all must file a
return and pay taxes
according to our income.
Those that know me, know
what I ask my advisors:
that they have everything
up to date and properly
paid, because I don’t want
problems.”

Accused of having evad-
ed 14.7 million euros ($17.3
million) in tax, he entered
and left the court in
Pozuelo de Alarcon, a
wealthy suburb of Madrid
where he lives, via an
underground garage to
avoid the press.

Prosecutors allege he

took “advantage of a com-
pany structure created in
2010 to hide income gener-
ated in Spain from his
image rights from tax
authorities”.

They say this was a “vol-
untary and conscious
breach of his fiscal obliga-
tions in Spain”.

Prosecuters say that the
Real Madrid striker only
declared 11.5 million euros
of Spanish-related income
from 2011 to 2014, while

what he really earned dur-
ing that time was close to 43
million euros. 

Neymar keeps
everyone guessing 
Shanghai: Neymar greet-
ed fans in Shanghai on
Monday as speculation
mounted that the Brazil
star could be set to quit
Barcelona for Paris Saint-
Germain for a world-
record 222 million euros.

The 25-year-old striker is
at the centre of an appar-
ent tug of war between the
two European giants in
what would be the most
expensive transfer fee in
football history.

A training spat with new
Barcelona signing Nelson
Semedo during a pre-sea-
son tour in Miami ramped
up chatter that Neymar
could be about to swap
Spain for the French capi-
tal.

Even after the training-
ground bust-up in the
United States, his
Barcelona team-mates
said they wanted him to
stay at the Camp Nou.

PSG’s pursuit of Neymar
has angered some in
Spain, where football
league chief Javier Tebas
says he will file a com-
plaint with UEFA for
financial fair play breach-
es by the French club.

— Agencies

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo (left) has told a Spanish court that he has never intended to evade taxes. 
Right: Neymar is the subject to a tug-of-war between his club Barcelona and suitors PSG. — AFP

Dressel toasts seven gold
Budapest, July 31:
Caeleb Dressel brought
the curtain down on the
world championships
with an historic seventh
gold medal in Budapest
on Sunday, equalling the
record of swim legend
Michael Phelps.

Dressel swam the third
leg of the men’s 4x100m
medley relay to leave him
with seven golds to equal
fellow American Phelps’s
record from a single
worlds set at the 2007
championships in
Melbourne.

“I’m very happy to be
done, pretty tired,”
admitted the University
of Florida student after
winning four golds in 48
hours. He had become the
first swimmer to claim
three world golds in one
session on Saturday by
winning the 50m
freestyle, 100m butterfly
and mixed 4x100m
freestyle titles in a jaw-
dropping 98 minute-spell.

Dressel’s seven golds
include three individual
titles in the 50m, 100m
freestyle and 100m butter-
fly, plus relay golds in the
4x100m freestyle, 4x100m
mixed freestyle, 4x100m
mixed medley and
Sunday’s 4x100m medley.

His stunning display
has earned comparisons
with both Phelps and
Mark Spitz, who won

seven gold medals at the
1972 Olympic Games in
Munich.

The performances have
been the icing on the cake
for the USA, who finished
with 38 swimming medals
in Budapest — over five
times more than nearest
rivals Britain, who won
seven.

Not to be outdone by the
men, the USA broke the
world record in winning
the women’s 4x100m med-
ley relay as Simone
Manuel touched the wall
at 3:51.55 minutes to
break their own record

set at the 2012 London
Olympics.

Lilly King got the
evening off to a bang
with a world record in
winning the women’s 50m
breaststroke.

King clocked 29.40 sec-
onds, breaking the four-
year-old record, with
Russia’s Yuliya Efimova
taking silver at 0.17 back.

The victory was King’s
second of week over
Efimova, who took
bronze in the 100m final
but had beaten the
American over 200m with
a commanding display on

Friday when King fin-
ished fourth.

Swedish sprint queen
Sarah Sjostrom picked up
her third sprint title in
Budapest with victory in
the women’s 50m
freestyle final having set
the world-record in the
semis. 

She also won the 50m
and 100m butterfly finals
and leaves Budapest with
two world records after
she became the first
woman to swim the 100m
freestyle under 52 sec-
onds last Sunday.

— AFP

United States’ Caeleb Dressel competes in the 4x100 metre freestyle mixed relay
final at the World Aquatics Championships in Budapest on Sunday. — AP 

Vettel and Raikkonen
will remain at Ferrari
Budapest, July 31:
Sebastian Vettel and
Kimi Raikkonen will
head off to enjoy
Formula One’s
European summer
break knowing their
Ferrari futures have
been virtually rubber-
stamped following
Sunday’s Hungarian
Grand Prix one-two.

Championship leader
Vettel, already a four-
time world titlist,
increased his advantage
over three-time champi-
on Lewis Hamilton to 14
points, partly courtesy
of the Briton’s decision
to hand a podium finish
to his Mercedes team
mate Valtteri Bottas in
Hungary.

The Ferrari duo’s easy
relationship and shared
sense of pragmatism has
made them a good fit for
the improved Italian out-
fit this year — a quality
not missed at the week-
end by Ferrari president
Sergio Marchionne.

Answering questions,
Marchionne hinted that
both were likely to stay,
with an announcement

expected at the Italian
Grand Prix at Monza in
early September.

“I think I have been
public on the Sebastian
issue, if he wants to stay
he is more than welcome
to stay,” said
Marchionne.

“And in the case of

Kimi, we are pretty well
sure... We know he
wants to stay. Hopefully,
we will bring them on
soon.”

The Ferrari president
was more coy answering
questions about hiring
Hamilton in future,
though. — Agencies

Sebastian Vettel (right) and Kimi Raikkonen
ensured a Ferrari one-two at the Hungarian Grand
Prix on Sunday. — AFP

TITLES FOR
SUMEETH &
MANU, RAHUL
New Delhi, July 31:
Shuttler C. Rahul Yadav
and the men’s doubles
pair of Manu Attri and
B. Sumeeth Reddy
clinched the men’s sin-
gles and men’s doubles
title respectively, at the
Lagos International
challenge in Nigeria.

Fourth seed Rahul sur-
passed compatriot
Karan Rajan Rajarajan
21-15, 21-13 in the sum-
mit clash to lay claim to
the title. Rahul stunned
top seed Misha
Zilberman in the semis.

In the doubles summit
clash, top seeds Manu
and Sumeeth beat
Godwin Olofua and
Anouluwapo Juwon
Opeyori 21-13, 21-15.

In the women’s singles,
Mugdho Agrey finished
as runners-up losing 12-
21, 14-21 to Sri Lanka’s
Thilini Pramodika
Hendahewa in the finals.

INDIAN TRIO IN
FRAY

In Auckland, H.S.
Prannoy will look to
continue his good run
when he begins his cam-
paign on Tuesday.

— PTI

Paris: Novak Djokovic dropped
one place to fifth with Stanislas

Wawrinka moving up to fourth in
the ATP rankings published on

Monday.
Former world number one

Djokovic will likely fall further by
the end of the year as he has

already announced he will not
play again this season due to an

elbow injury.
The main move saw German

Alexander Zverev climb three
places to a career high eighth.

Briton Andy Murray remains top
ahead of Rafael Nadal with Roger

Federer third.
There was almost no change in

the top 20 meaning Czech
Karolina Pliskova maintained the

No.1 spot with a lead of almost
1,000 points over Romania’s

Simona Halep.
Wimbledon champion Garbine

Muguruza is fourth with pregnant
former world number one Serena

Williams 15th. — PTI
Rankings: ATP: 1. Andy Murray, 2.
Rafael Nadal, 3. Roger Federer, 4.

Stan Wawrinka, 5. Novak Djokovic,
6. Marin Cilic, 7. Dominic Thiem, 8.
Alexander Zverev, 9. Kei Nishikori,

10. Milos Raonic.
WTA: 1. Karolína Plísková, 2.
Simona Halep, 3. Angelique

Kerber, 4. Garbiñe Muguruza, 5.
Elina Svitolina, 6. Caroline

Wozniacki, 7. Johanna Konta, 8.
Svetlana Kuznetsova, 9. Venus

Williams, 10. Agnieszka
Radwanska.

Djokovic drops
down to fifth

New Delhi: Grandmaster Pentala
Harikrishna came back strongly
to defeat the former three-time

women’s world champion Hou
Yifan of China in an enthralling

sixth-round encounter at the
50th Biel International Chess

Festival, in Switzerland on
Monday. The world no. 20
Indian, playing with white

pieces, started the game wary
off his opponent’s attacking

prowess.
However, he gradually shifted
gears and forced the Chinese

GM to commit mistakes, and as
soon as she did, Harikrishna
capitalised on it. Harikrishna

thus moved up to joint second
with four points, half a point
away from France’s Etienne

Bacrot, currently in lead.

Harikrishna downs
ex-champ in Rd 6

SHORT TAKES

SUDHA’S NAME
REMOVED

FROM LIST 
New Delhi: Indian 3000m

steeplechaser Sudha Singh’s
name has been quietly removed

from the list of Indian partici-
pants at the World

Championships, starting Friday
in London.

Sudha’s name was
there in the entry

list issued by
International

Association of
Athletics

Federations (IAAF)
on Saturday. She

was among the
three athletes who

did not figure in the
original 24-member squad

selected by the AFI despite
winning gold in the recent

Asian Championships in
Bhubaneswar.

Her name is no longer in the list
updated by the IAAF on

Monday after the AFI wrote to
the world body that Sudha was
not a part of the Indian squad.

Winners of the Asian
Championships qualify for the

world event but the IAAF rules
clearly stated that the national

federation can choose not to
send the gold medallist of the

continental event.
On Sunday, deputy national

coach Radhakrishnan Nair said
that Sudha will not take part in
the prestigious championships,

without explaining how her
name was included at the first

place.
“No, she is not taking part in

the World Championships,” Nair
had said when asked whether
Sudha will run in the women’s
3000m steeplechase event in

the World Championships.
Now, all the 25 athletes (24

originally announced plus Dutee
Chand who was added later as

a quota entry) have already
reached London. — PTI

It’s 
unbelievable

man, unheard
of until now,
everything is

impossible until
someone does it.

— Nathan Adrian 
of America on team

mate Caeleb Dressel’s
feat in the World
Championships

UEFA BANS UNITED DEFENDER
Nyon (Switzerland),
July 31: UEFA banned
Manchester United
defender Phil Jones on
Monday for two
European games for
abusing a doping con-
trol officer following
the Europa League final
in May.

Jones was also fined
5,000 euros while the
club was fined 10,000
euros for incidents
which took place after

United beat Ajax to win
the Europa League title
in Stockholm.

Daley Blind was fined
5,000 euros ($5,900) for
failing to comply with
regulations.

“The club has been
charged for infringe-
ments of the UEFA
Anti-Doping Regul-
ations concerning the
doping control proce-
dure,” UEFA said. 

— AP

Sudha
Singh



London, July 31:
Moeen Ali became
the first bowler in
The Oval’s 100 Test-
history to take a hat-
trick as England
wrapped up a crush-
ing 239-run win in

the third Test
against South

Africa on
Monday.

Off-spinner
Ali ended the

s o u t h

London
g r o u n d ’ s
landmark match when,
after having Dean Elgar
(136) and Kagiso Rabada
caught at first slip by Ben
Stokes with the last two
balls of his 16th over, he
had Morne Morkel lbw
with the first ball of his
next — although England
had to first review umpire
Joel Wilson’s not out deci-
sion.

It meant Ali had become
the 13th England bowler to
take a Test hat-trick.
Victory put England 2-1 up
in this four-match series,
with just the fourth Test at
Old Trafford starting
Friday to come.

South Africa, set a mam-
moth 492 for victory, were
all out for 252 after lunch,
with Worcestershire all-
rounder Ali taking four for
45.

But the way this series
has see-sawed — England
won the first Test at Lord's
by 211 runs and South
Africa took the second at

Trent Bridge by 340 runs --
will give the Proteas hope
of bouncing back in
Manchester.

South Africa resumed on
117 for four, with left-hand-
ed opener Elgar (72 not out)
and Temba Bavuma (16 not
out) having already helped
the Proteas recover from 52
for four on Sunday.

Victory was all but
beyond South Africa, with
no side having made more
to win in the fourth innings
of a Test than the West
Indies' 418 for seven against
Australia at St John's in
2003.

Their more realistic, if
difficult, goal was to bat out
the minimum 98 overs on
Monday's last day to sal-
vage a draw.

Man-of-the-match Stokes,
who’d taken two wickets in
two balls on Sunday to dis-
miss Quinton de Kock and
South Africa captain Faf
du Plessis after making 112
in England’s first innings
353, opened the bowling on
Monday.

But it was not long before
the gritty Elgar pulled and
cut the seam-bowling all-
rounder for two fours.

Meanwhile Bavuma, who
top-scored with 52 in South
Africa’s meagre first
innings 175, again offered
resolute support.

But Middlesex seamer
Toby Roland-Jones, who
had followed up his stun-
ning Test debut bowling
innings return of five for 57
by dismissing star batsman
Hashim Amla cheaply for
the second time in the

match on Sunday, eventual-
ly ended a stand worth 108
runs.

His full-length delivery
struck Bavuma on the pad
as the diminutive batsman
got only half-forward.

Aleem Dar ruled not out
but England reviewed the
experienced Pakistani
umpire's decision.

Replays confirmed the
ball had hit pad first and
indicated it would have hit
middle stump.

— AFP

England (1st Innings): 353 
South Africa (1st Innings):
175 
England (2nd Innings):
313-8 decl. 
South Africa (2nd
Innings): H. Kuhn b Broad
11, D. Elgar c Stokes b Ali
136, H. Amla c Root b
Roland-Jones 5, Q. de
Kock b Stokes 5, F. du
Plessis lbw b Stokes 0, T.
Bavuma lbw b Roland-
Jones 32, V. Philander lbw
b Roland-Jones 0, C.
Morris c Stokes b Ali 24, K.
Maharaj (not out) 24, K.
Rabada c Stokes b Ali 0,
M. Morkel lbw b Ali 0.
Extras (b-4, lb-7, nb-4) 15.
Total (in 77.1 overs) 252.
FoW: 1-21, 2-47, 3-52, 4-
52, 5-160, 6-160, 7-205, 8-
252, 9-252.
Bowling: Anderson 13-3-
26-0, Broad 16-4-47-1,
Roland-Jones 18-4-72-3,
Stokes 14-1-51-2, Ali 16.1-5-
45-4.

You have to be
brave. If you get

out sweeping, the
whole world will be

after you. I myself got
out sweeping in my

last innings,
that too off a

full toss. 
— Younis Khan

Former Pakistan
batsman 

Dhaka: The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) is in talks with for-

mer Australian leg-spinner
Stuart MacGill for the role of

spin-bowling coach of the
national team.

“Our first choice for the spin-
bowling coach is Stuart MacGill,

initially for three months,”
ESPNcricinfo quoted BCB presi-

dent Nazmul Hasan as saying
after a board meeting in Dhaka

on Sunday.
The 46-year-old, who played 44

Tests for Australia, took 208
wickets. “We had spoken to 10-
12 coaches for the spin-bowling

role, almost all of whom
responded and are interested.

We have shortlisted two coach-
es for bowling coach positions.
We haven’t had an agreement

with either,” he added. Also, the
cricket board is considering for-

mer Sri Lanka fast bowler
Champaka Ramanayake for the

role of bowling coach at the
High Performance Center.

“We are in discussion with
Champaka Ramanayake for the

HP unit on a long-term con-
tract,” said Hasan. Spin coach’s
position has been lying vacant

since last year after Ruwan
Kalpage’s resignation.Former

India spinner Venkatapathy
Raju has, however, worked as a

consultant. Earlier this year,
there were talks between Sunil

Joshi and the BCB but the talks
didn’t materialise. 

— PTI

New Delhi: Two new venues,
Greenfield International

Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram
and Barsapara in Assam are in

contention to host international
matches during the home sea-

son in which India are set to
play a record 23 international

matches at home between
September and December.
A decision will be taken by

BCCI’s Tours and Fixtures
Committee in Kolkata on

Tuesday. According to a BCCI
office-bearer, India will play five

ODIs and three T20
Internationals against

Australia from September
end to mid of October.

The series will be followed
by three ODIs and as many
T20Is against New Zealand.

The home season will end
in December with three

Tests, three ODIs and
three T20 Internationals
against Sri Lanka. After
that Virat Kohli and his
men fly down to South

Africa.
The traditional centres
such as Kolkata, Delhi,

Mumbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru or Mohali
will get ODIs or T20

internationals.
— PTI

SHORT TAKES

Mithali gets the 
promotion papers 

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

Vinod Kumar Yadav, General
Manager of South Central
Railway handed over the

promotion papers as Officer
on Special Duty (Sports) to

the Indian women’s team
skipper Mithali Raj, on

Monday at the Rail Nilayam,
SCR Headquarters in

Secunderabad.

Trivandrum set for
international debut

SCORECARD

Galle, July 31: The sense
of occasion gets the better
of many when it comes to
Test debut but an unfazed
Hardik Pandya felt as if he
was “playing an ODI” dur-
ing his whirlwind half-cen-
tury in his maiden outing.
It was Pandya’s 50 off 49
balls that enabled India to
reach 600 quickly, which
gave skipper Virat Kohli an
“extra 15 overs” to have a
go at the Sri Lankan bats-
men in the first Test.

Asked about
his prepara-
tion coming
into his first
Test, Pandya
said: “Even
when I was bat-
ting, it felt like
batting in one-
dayers. The sce-
nario was perfect
for me. As an international
cricketer, you need to be
smart as in terms of prepa-
ration. While switching
formats, there is a switch
in mindset but skill sets
generally don’t change.”

He has not given it a seri-
ous thought but Pandya
won’t mind if he is able to
emulate Yuvraj Singh’s six
sixes in a single over.
Pandya’s senior
Cheteshwar Pujara feels he
can be the second Indian in
international cricket, after
Yuvraj, to achieve the
rarest of rare milestone.

Have you ever given it a
thought, Pujara asked
Pandya while conducting a
fun interview for the
‘bcci.tv’.

“I don’t think about hit-
ting six sixes in an over. I
have hit three sixes off
three balls but never went
for the fourth one as the

situa-

tion never demanded. If
some day, we have a situa-
tion where I can go after all
six balls, I might go for it,”
said Pujara.

Pujara then asked him
about his pull shots and
Pandya returned the com-
p l i m e n t .
“Your pull
s h o t s
travel
1 0 0

metres
P u j a r a

bhai,” he said.
On trying the hor-

izontal bat shots,
Pandya said: “I never

tried too many pull shots
earlier. I am happy that it
came off.”

Pandya said that he is
aware that he needs to pre-
pare well when India travel
outside the sub-continent
to places like South Africa
and England. “I know I
would need to prepare dif-
ferently for South Africa
tour which won’t be an
easy one. The ball would
seam and you need to pre-
pare accordingly.”

Kohli wants him to do
what Ben Stokes does for
England, but Pandya’s
favourite all-rounder is
Jacques Kallis. “He has an
amazing record across all
formats — scoring those
big runs batting at No 3, all
those wickets.”

When Pujara asked him if
he loves the tag of ‘rock-
star’, Pandya said: “I can’t
say whether I am rockstar
or not but I like experi-
menting with colour of my
hair, like wearing different
clothes. If you call me a
rockstar for that, I don’t
mind.” — PTI

Colombo, July 31:
After taking charge of
the team in his second
stint, India coach Ravi
Shastri has tweaked
team’s preparation
style and though it’s
early days, an immedi-
ate impact can be
noticed.

A key implementation
on Shastri’s part is how
the batsmen are now
ever ready to bat in the
middle. This has noth-
ing to do with batting
order, instead a new
practice of warming up
before going down to
the middle.

It was evident in Galle
itself when Shikhar
Dhawan and Abhinav
Mukund — India’s
opening pair for the
first Test – reached the
ground before the rest
of the squad. The man-
date for them was to get
to the nets and start hit-
ting balls just in case

India bat first.
As it turned out, Kohli

did win the toss and the
amply warmed-up
Dhawan smashed 190
off 168 balls in the first
innings. By the time the
openers went in,
Cheteshwar Pujara had
completed this routine,
while Virat Kohli was in
the nets. It is a different
approach to the previ-
ous regime, of course,
and agreeably wel-
comed in the team as
well.

The underlining
aspect of this new
thought process from
coach Shastri is his
belief that the team
should exert its number
one status on the field.
India were confirmed as
the world’s number one
ranked Test side under
Anil Kumble, romping
to successive victories
over the West Indies,
New Zealand, England,

Bangladesh and
Australia.

Shastri has also
brought forth a certain
differentiation in the
team’s thinking in the
short span of time that
he has spent with them
thus far. In one of his
first conversations with
the team, the coach had
underlined the ‘impor-
tance of enjoying the
game before thinking of
anything else’.

Apparently, he had
asked the players to
remember why they
had started playing
cricket and urged
them to ‘exhibit this
passion on the field’.

Given the short
timeframe of com-
parison, it might be
harsh to highlight
Kumble’s coaching
approach as a bit too
methodical, if not
mechanical. 

— PTI

NEW FORMULA
Pandya happy to
be India’s rockstar

■ Shastri adds a different hue to team’s training style

Team India coach Ravi Shastri shares a lighter moment with captain Virat
Kohli during a training session. — AP

ALI’S HAT-TRICK
STINGS PROTEAS

PANDYA CAN 
EMULATE YUVI:

PUJARA

Cheteshwar Pujara feels all-rounder
Hardik Pandya can be the second
Indian, after Yuvraj Singh, to

achieve the rare milestone of hitting six
sixes in an over. Pujara asked Pandya
whether he has ever given it a thought.

I don't think about
hitting six sixes in
an over. I have hit
three sixes off three

balls but never went for the
fourth one as the situation
never demanded. If some
day, we have a situation
where I can go after all six
balls, I might go for it . 

—  HARDIK PANDYA

New Delhi, July 31:
Iconic cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar on Monday
echoed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s praise
for the Indian women’s
cricket team, in which he
had asked Mithali Raj and
co. not to get bogged down
by expectations.

The Prime Minister, in
his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ show,
had said that the Indian
women’s team, which fin-
ished runners-up in the
World Cup in England,
should banish any
thought of not having
been successful.

“My thoughts resonate
with those of our PM
@narendramodi shared
on #MannKiBaat regd my
fellow Indian women
cricketers’ exemplary
performance,” Tendulkar
posted on Twitter.

Modi advised the play-
ers not to feel burdened
by their World Cup final
loss as they have the back-
ing of the entire nation. “I
felt happy talking to
them, but I had a feeling
that they felt burdened by
the fact that they could
not win the World Cup.” 

— PTI

Can’t decide Dhoni’s
future suddenly: MSK

SACHIN ECHOES
PM’S PRAISE FOR
MITHALI & CO.

Galle, July 31: MSK
Prasad, chairman of
India’s senior selection
committee, said that the
future M.S. Dhoni and
Yuvraj Singh can’t be
decided at the drop of a
hat. “We will see, we need
to talk on that. We will
have to take a decision,
let’s see how it goes. We all
know who can add value.
Again, we will go slot by
slot. We should know when
to take a call. It’s not that
suddenly you take a call
and you are nowhere. You
can’t be totally unpre-
pared, so we need to be bal-
anced on that aspect,”
Prasad told Wisden India. 

With the World Cup is a
little less than two years
away, India are expected to
zero in on their possible
squad and start prepara-
tion. “The best thing hap-

pened from our point of
view was the Champions
Trophy was in England.
That has really opened our
mind in many aspects. We
know what our real
strengths are. Our team
did really well. There are a
few shortcomings that we
have noticed and maybe we
will fix those shortcomings
in the next 18 to 20 months
that we have leading up to
the World Cup.

“Whomever we have in
mind, we will start giving
them more opportunities
so that they are mature
enough by the time the
World Cup comes around.
In case we are picking a
youngster, then he should
be given due chances by
the time he plays the World
Cup,” added the former
India wicket-keeper. 

— Agencies

Moeen Ali 
celebrates a

South African
wicket on

Monday. — AP

Hardik Pandya made a 
memorable Test debut in Galle.

— AP

Sachin Tendulkar

MacGill in line for
Bangladesh job

Former Bangladesh skipper Khaled Mahmud
suffered a stroke on Saturday morning and is
likely to be taken to Singapore for treatment
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