
CM
YK

tuesday, august 1, 2017 Delhi

City Edition

24 pages O ₹10.00

Printed at . Chennai . Coimbatore . Bengaluru . Hyderabad . Madurai . Noida . Visakhapatnam . Thiruvananthapuram . Kochi . Vijayawada . Mangaluru . Tiruchirapalli . Kolkata . Hubballi . Mohali . Malappuram . Mumbai . Tirupati . lucknow

follow us:

thehindu.com

facebook.com/thehindu

twitter.com/the_hindu

Facing the heat over attacks
by cow vigilantes on Muslims
and Dalits, during a debate
on lynching and mob viol-
ence in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, the government
sought to know whether the
Opposition expected it to
take charge of administra-
tion in the States in a federal
polity.

“I cannot imagine such a
situation... They are saying
that the Union government
must take over State govern-
ments because of one incid-
ent. We function as per the
Constitution,” Minister of
State for Home Kiren Rijiju
said. “Why are you targeting

the Prime Minister each
time? Do you want the Prime
Minister to break the federal
structure and take over State
governments?” 

Paswan’s poser
Earlier, Union Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan had also asked

the Opposition whether it
wanted Central troops to be
sent to States.

The responses came to
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge’s charge that while
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had spoken against the
lynchings, nothing had been

done on the ground. “He
says something and does
something else,” Mr. Kharge
said, seeking to know how
many First Information Re-
ports had been filed and how
many of the accused were in
jail. Offering details of all ma-
jor incidents of lynching in

recent times — including the
killing of Pehlu Khan in Ra-
jasthan and Junaid Khan in
Haryana — he cautioned that
India (Hindustan) must not
be allowed to degenerate
into “Lynchistan.”

Accusing Hindutva outfits
of being behind the incid-
ents, Mr. Kharge sought to
know what the Prime Minis-
ter would do to stop them.

While he was relating the
incidents, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Ananth Kumar
and BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
objected, saying he was men-
tioning matters that were
sub judice.

It’s for States to end lynchings: Centre
Do you want the Prime Minister to break the federal structure, MoS Kiren Rijiju asks Kharge 

Vikas Pathak

New Delhi

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

PANDEMONIUM IN RS A PAGE 11

‘Unrepentant’ SP leader

Azam Khan faces 

A-G’s wrath

page 10

LPG prices to be 

hiked by ₹4 every

month: Pradhan

page 11 

Amit Shah says he will

continue as BJP chief

even if elected to RS 

page 10

Moeen Ali’s hat-trick

takes England to a big

win over South Africa 

page 15

NEARBY

Within a week of rejoining
hands with the BJP to form
the government in Bihar,
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Monday said no one had
the capability to take on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the 2019 general
election, while Congress
vice-president Rahul Gandhi
was not in a position to take
any decision on Opposition
unity. 

On parting ways with the
RJD, he reiterated he had

only two options left: either
to compromise with corrup-
tion or come out of the
grand alliance government.

No challenger to
Modi in 2019: Nitish 
‘Rahul not in a position to rally Oppn.’

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

Nitish Kumar in Patna on
Monday. * RANJEET KUMAR
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The Centre on Monday
extended the deadline for
filing income tax returns
from July 31 to August 5,
citing the last-minute rush,
coupled with widespread
difficulties in linking PAN
and Aadhaar. A PAGE 13

5 more days to
�le I-T returns 

State Bank of India has cut
the savings bank account
interest rate by 50 bps to
3.5% for deposits of less
than ₹1 crore. The new rate
has been made effective
from Monday. A PAGE 13

SBI cuts interest
for SB accounts

After about five months of
negotiations, the struggling
home grown e-commerce
firm Snapdeal on Monday
called off the “exhausting
process” of merger talks
with rival Flipkart, opting to
compete in the cut-throat e-
tail space on its own.

“Snapdeal has been ex-
ploring strategic options
over the last several months.
The company has now de-
cided to pursue an inde-
pendent path and is termin-

ating all strategic
discussions as a result,” the
company said in a state-
ment, without naming
Flipkart.

Snapdeal wants no
deal with Flipkart
Merger called o� after months of talks 

Yuthika Bhargava

New Delhi

Snapdeal will now pursue an
independent path. * REUTERS
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Even as the Indian and
Chinese troops are in a stan-
doff along the Sikkim border,
Indian officials have repor-
ted a transgression by the
Chinese border troops along
the Uttarakhand border.

According to officials, on
July 25, Chinese border
guards came almost a kilo-
metre inside the Indian ter-
ritory, from the border
claimed by New Delhi in the
Barahoti area of Chamoli
district

The guards also asked a
group of local shepherds
grazing cattle to vacate the
area, sources said.

By the time the local
people alerted nearby Indo-
Tibetan Border Police Force

(ITBP) troops and they
reached the spot, the
Chinese troops had gone
back, they said.

“It was a minor transgres-
sion, and it happens regu-
larly during summer, be-
cause of our differing border
perceptions,” a senior Army
officer said. Barahoti is one
of the rare areas in the
Middle Sector that sees regu-
lar transgressions because of
difference of perception over
the border between the two
sides. Last year, around the
same time when people re-
ported Chinese troops, local
authorities were rushed to
the spot where Chinese had
come in a vehicle. There

have been occasional reports
of Chinese helicopters violat-
ing the border. 

Local issue: officials
A senior government source
said such incidents had
happened in the past, “but
are normally sorted out loc-
ally and should not be given
undue importance”. 

The transgression gains
significance against the back-
ground of the ongoing stan-
doff between the Indian and
Chinese troops in the Dok-
lam area, where for over a
month now the two sides are
on a standoff after Chinese
began constructing a road,
and India objected to it.

Minor transgression by Chinese troops
Troops came inside Barahoti, but Indian o�cials call it a regular a�air in summer

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A �le photo shows an Indian
soldier and a Chinese soldier
securing a barbed wire fence
at the Nathu La border. * AFP

The Supreme Court on
Monday said a government
decision favouring a com-
mercial roll-out of genetic-
ally modified (GM) mustard
seeds will not go
unchallenged.

A Bench led by Chief

Justice of India J.S. Khehar
prima facie noted that the
court will hear pleas high-
lighting the health hazards
involved in case the govern-
ment frames a policy favour-
ing the release of GM mus-
tard seeds into the market.
In short, such a policy
would have to survive judi-

cial scrutiny. The court con-
veyed this to the govern-
ment when Additional
Solicitor General P.S.
Narasimha said a policy de-
cision on whether to com-
mercially roll-out GM mus-
tard is expected to be taken
by September 2017.

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

SC warns of challenge to GM mustard roll out

Bengal sends 5 TMC, 1
Cong members to RS
KOLKATA

The nomination of the Left

Front candidate for the Rajya

Sabha from West Bengal,

Bikash Bhattacharya, was

rejected on Monday. This

paved the way for the victory

of the lone Congress nominee

and �ve Trinamool

candidates. Trinamool

candidates Derek O’Brien,

Dola Sen, Manas Ranjan

Bhunia, Shanta Chhetri and

Sukhendu Shekhar Ray and

Congress candidate Pradip

Bhattacharya were formally

announced winners.

EAST A PAGE 2
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Kerala Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan on Monday
reached out to the Com-
munist Party of India (Marx-
ist), the Bharatiya Janata
Party and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh in the
backdrop of political viol-
ence across the State, which
has showed signs of escala-
tion with the murder of a
RSS functionary in
Thiruvananthapuram two
days ago.

The peace meet, which
was convened a day after
Governor P. Sathasivam
summoned the Chief Minis-
ter, was attended by CPI(M)
State secretary Kodiyeri Bal-
akrishnan, BJP State presid-
ent Kummanam Ra-
jasekharan, O. Rajagopal,
MLA, and RSS State secret-
ary P. Gopalankutty, among
others.

Condemning the violence
that has rocked the State in
the past few days, the meet-
ing decided to reinforce the
decisions taken at the meet-
ings held in the aftermath of
violence in Kannur some
months ago. An all-party
meeting will be held in
Thiruvananthapuram on
August 6 to restore peace in
the State. 

Building consensus
Bilateral discussions will be
held in the capital and Kot-
tayam on Tuesday, and in
Kannur on August 5 to ar-
rive at a consensus to pre-

vent clashes in these
districts.

Emerging from the dis-
cussions, Mr. Vijayan said
the parties resolved to en-
sure restraint and sensitise
workers from engaging in
any form of violence. 

The Chief Minister added
that the meeting con-
demned the attacks on
party offices and the houses
of party workers. 

The BJP State committee
office, residence of Mr. Bal-
akrishnan’s son Bineesh
Kodiyeri, and those of a few
councillors of the
Thiruvananthapuram Cor-
poration had come under
attack recently.

Mr. Rajasekharan said the
BJP was committed to the ef-
forts aimed at restoring
peace.

‘Get out’
The meeting got off to an
unpleasant start with the
CM snapping at media per-
sons for entering the confer-
ence room “uninvited.” “Get
out,” an impatient Mr. Vi-
jayan said. 

All parties resolve to
restore peace in Kerala

CPI(M), BJP, RSS attend meeting 

Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Pinarayi Vijayan

Militants looted ₹5.20 lakh
from a J&K Bank branch in
south Kashmir on Monday,
as daily life remained af-
fected in Pulwama, a day
after two Hizbul Mujahideen
militants were killed in an
enounter.

A police spokesman said
militants belonging to the
Hizbul Mujahideen barged
into the bank at Arwani in
Anantnag in the afternoon
and looted ₹5.20 lakh.

A video procured by the
police from the bank branch
shows at least three armed
militants entering the bank
wearing burqas. 

The militants are seen
carrying automatic weapons
as they leave the premises.

The police said an invest-
igation has been initiated.
“The CCTV footage shows
that Hizbul militants are in-
volved in the crime,” said
the police.

Immediately after the in-
cident, security forces
threw a cordon around the
area but failed to nab the
militants.

At least eight banks have
been looted in Kashmir by

militants since the summer
of 2016. Over ₹40 lakh has
been looted in these
incidents.

Meanwhile, normal life
remained affected in Pul-
wama on Monday, a day
after two Hizbul militants
were killed in an encounter
at Tahab village. 

Shops and offices re-
mained shut. Railway ser-
vice was also suspended in
the area. Even traffic was
thin on the roads.

In a separate incident,
fierce stone pelting was re-
ported in nearby Keller area
of Shopian in the afternoon
as security forces launched
a cordon-and-search opera-
tion after a tip-off about mil-
itants' presence. Security
forces had to lob tear-smoke
shells to disperse the pro-
testers. 

Meanwhile, separatist
leaders, including Syed Ali
Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and Mohammad
Yasin Malik on Monday
warned of an agitation “if
persecution of their leaders
through fabricated cases by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is not
stopped”. 

Militants loot ₹5.20 lakh

from bank in Anantnag

Hizbul Mujahideen men involved

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Bengal �ood situation
still grim
KOLKATA

Even as the State

government claimed that the

�ood-like situation has

improved in Bengal, the

death toll has risen to 39 so

far. The situation is still grim

in several areas of Howrah,

Hoghly and Paschim

Medinipur.

NATION A PAGE 6
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Several women’s organisa-
tions came together on
Monday to protest against
the Supreme Court order
to set up committees at the
district level to keep a
check on the number of
“frivolous” complaints be-
ing registered under Sec-
tion 498A (dowry harass-
ment) of the IPC. Activists
from organisations such as
AIDWA, National Federa-
tion of Indian Women and
others demanded a review
of the July 27 order. 

Protest over
SC ruling 
on dowry
Shinjini Ghosh 

NEW DELHI

DETAILS ON A DELHI METRO PAGE 1
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EAST

DELHI Timings

Tuesday, August 01

RISE 05:43 SET 19:12

RISE 14:03 SET 00:35

Wednesday, August 02

RISE 05:44 SET 19:12

RISE 14:54 SET 01:14

Thursday, August 03

RISE 05:44 SET 19:11

RISE 15:46 SET 01:55

A ten-member Anti-sexual
Harassment Committee of
Ravenshaw University on
Monday recorded the state-
ments of both -- the victim
and the accused -- in con-
nection with a sexual har-
assment incident and in-
dicated that their findings
will be submitted to the
Vice-Chancellor later this
week.

An undergraduate girl
student of Chemistry De-
partment had brought
sexual harassment allega-
tions against an assistant
professor of the same de-
partment following which
the Committee was asked
to probe and report.
Pending inquiry, the
teacher was suspended on
Saturday and debarred
from entering the
department.

It was learnt that the girl
accompanied by her par-
ents deposed before the
Committee, while the
teacher made an oral and
written statement. 

Panel records
statements in
Ravenshaw
varsity case 

Correspondent

CUTTACK

The nomination of Left
Front Rajya Sabha candidate
Bikash Bhattacharya was re-
jected on Monday, paving
the way for victory of the
lone Congress nominee and
five Trinamool Congress
(TMC) candidates.

After the withdrawal of
nominations was over dur-
ing the day, TMC candidates
-- Derek O’Brien, Dola Sen,
Manas Ranjan Bhunia,
Shanta Chhetri and
Sukhendu Shekhar Ray --
and Congress candidate Pra-
dip Bhattacharya were form-
ally announced winners.

“Congratulations to the
five AITC candidates elected
today to Rajya Sabha and the
sixth supported by us who
had switched over to the
TMC,” West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee said in
a tweet.

TMC support to Cong
Interestingly, more than the
elections to the Upper
House, it was the TMC’s sup-
port to the Congress candid-
ate that has raised questions
on the future of the Left-
Congress alliance.

The Left Front and Con-
gress had entered into an
electoral understanding dur-
ing the 2016 State Assembly
polls. 

Speaking to journalists,
Pradip Bhattacharya tried to
explain the TMC support to
the Congress in the larger

political realities of the
country.

“The politics at the na-
tional level is bound to have
impact on West Bengal. For
forging an Opposition unity,
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi did not only speak to
Mamata Banerjee but also to
other political leaders, in-
cluding Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who is no
longer with the Opposition,”
Mr Bhattacharya said.

State Congress president
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
known for his anti-TMC
stand, said that by announ-
cing her support to Congress
nominee, Ms Banerjee is not
doing a favour to the
Congress.

“I would have called it a
favour if she had given up
one of the seats from the five
to accommodate the Con-
gress,” Mr Chowdhury said.

Earlier in the day, the
nomination of Bikash Bhat-
tacharya was rejected on the

ground that an additional af-
fidavit was submitted after
the 3 p.m. deadline on July
28 -- the last date for filing of
papers.

Left blames TMC
Embarrassed by the cancel-
lation of Bikash Bhat-
tacharya’s nomination, the
Left Front blamed the Trin-
amool Congress for the
developments.

“It was pre-decided that it
will be cancelled. Trinamool
was rattled by Bikash Bhat-
tacharya's candidature...
That it took 48 hours to take
the decision proves there
was a lot of merit in our ar-
guments," leader of Left
Front legislature party Sujan
Chakraborty said.

Five TMC, one Cong leader
elected to RS from Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee tweets congratulations to the winners

From left: TMC candidates for Rajya Sabha Manas Bhunia, Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, Dola Sen,
Shanta Chhetri and Derek O'Brien with Bengal Education Minister Partha Chatterjee (centre) in
the State Assembly in Kolkata this past week. * FILE PHOTO PTI

Special Correspondent

Kolkata

Congress leader Pradip
Bhattacharya *

The Malkangiri district po-
lice in Odisha has started to
use education as a weapon
against Maoists.

According to Malkangiri
Superintendent of Police
Jagmohan Meena, they have
already identified 196
youths for the purpose.
These youths include
former armed Maoist
cadres, surrendered militias
and inhabitants of remote
Maoist-infested areas. All of
them are interested in tak-
ing up higher studies.

This group includes 18
surrendered armed Maoist
cadres, including six wo-
men. A large number of
these are in their thirties.
Most of them had given up
studies for various reasons. 

These youths would now
be persuaded to complete
their Bachelor’s degree

course through Indira
Gandhi National Open Uni-
versity (IGNOU). “We have
decided to help these
former Maoist supporters or
cadres in completing the six-
month bridge course of IG-
NOU after which they would
be eligible to take up the de-
gree courses of IGNOU,” said
Mr Meena.

The aim is to make these
youths educationally fit to
take up a career of their
choice and lead a normal
life. They would counter the
Maoist propaganda in re-
mote pockets and help de-
velop their community.

The Malkangiri district
police have already started
the process. On July 29, an
orientation programme for
some of these identified
youths was held at the dis-
trict police headquarters.
Fifty six of these youths par-
ticipated in it.

Police to help educate
surrendered Maoists

196 youths identi�ed: Malkangiri SP

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Three persons missing from
Dandipadar village under the
Mathili police station limits of
Maoist-infested Malkangiri dis-
trict of Odisha are alleged to
have been abducted by the Nax-
alites. 

It is alleged that a group of
armed Maoists had reached this
remote village on Sunday and
had forcefully taken away the
three victims from their homes
at Dandipadar.

Taken to forest
The three were taken into the
forest near the village by the
Maoists.

When contacted, Malkangiri
Superintendent of Police Jagmo-
han Meena said that they have
received unconfirmed reports
about the three missing per-
sons. The police have started in-
vestigation to ascertain authen-
ticity of the report as well as to
find out the reason why these
persons were abducted. 

Three villagers
abducted by
Naxalites
Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM) general secretary
Roshan Giri on Monday
moved the Supreme Court
seeking transfer of his trial
in the Madan Tamang
murder case to Sikkim from
Kolkata apprehending seri-
ous law and order crisis.

Unrest in Bengal
The GJM leader’s plea in the
apex court, which has come
when north Bengal was wit-
nessing unrest in the wake
of the demand for a separ-
ate state of Gorkhaland, was
opposed by the West Bengal
government which said
money from Nepal was be-
ing pumped in to fuel the
agitation.

Giri has been charged
with “criminal conspiracy
for murder” along with
other GJM leaders in the
killing of All-India Gorkha
League (AIGL) president
Madan Tamang in 2010.

Hearing on August 8
A Bench of Justices S. A.
Bobde and L. Nageswara
Rao asked senior advocate
P. S. Patwalia, appearing for
Giri, to file an amended list
of dates in the case and pos-
ted the matter for hearing
to August 8.

Mr Patwalia said if Giri is
to appear in court to face
murder trial, then there will
be a serious law and order
situation in Kolkata and it
may pose serious threat to
his life.

He said that after the re-
cent Darjeeling protests it is
very likely that a serious law
and order situation will
arise if he is made to go to
Kolkata to face trial.

Senior advocate Kalyan
Bannerjee, representing the
State government, took seri-
ous objection to the argu-
ment. He said that the court
should seek a report from
the military intelligence on
the Darjeeling protests and
then everything will be-
come clear.

‘Money from Nepal’
“Money is being pumped in
from Nepal to fuel unrest in
Darjeeling. They are allow-
ing external forces to come
in,” Mr Bannerjee said.

He said that Giri wants
his trial to be shifted to
Sikkim as the Chief Minister
is supporting them.

The Bench, however, said
it is concerned with the law
and order situation and if
that is the case then it may
order trial to be conducted
through video
conferencing.

The CBI has indicted the
entire top leadership of the
GJM for the murder of the
AIGL president. 

Besides Giri, GJM presid-
ent Bimal Gurung is among
the nine top leaders named
in the charge sheet. 

Gurung, his wife Asha
and several senior leaders
of the hill outfit had sur-
rendered before a city court
which granted them bail in
the murder case.

GJM gen secy seeks
transfer of Madan
Tamang murder case 
Fears threat to his life in Kolkata: lawyer
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The body of a woman was
recovered from Lekhi vil-
lage near Naharlagun here,
with sharp injury on her
forehead, the police said.
The woman was identified
as 24-year-old Migrik Lomi,
the police said.

Body found 
Press Trust of India

Itanagar
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The rural population in five
districts of eastern Ra-
jasthan is being linked with
the banking services in a big
way through the newly ap-
pointed customer service
providers of banks. The ini-
tiative forms part of the
strategy for ensuring finan-
cial inclusion of poor
people.

Customer service pro-
viders of the State Bank of
Bikaner and Jaipur, since
merged into the State Bank
of India, have helped out
thousands of people in
Bharatpur, Dholpur, Alwar,
Karauli and Dausa districts
in safeguarding their small
savings through banking,
besides getting the benefits

of various schemes of the
State government.

Service providers
As many as 90 service pro-
viders appointed in the five
districts have been visiting
remote villages to interact
with the peasants, workers,
small and marginal farmers
and farm labourers and con-
vince them to get associated
with the formal banking sys-
tem. 

Their sustained efforts
have yielded positive
results.

Bharatpur-based Lupin
Foundation, through which
the volunteers were appoin-
ted as customer service pro-
viders, has so far covered
510 villages in the five dis-
tricts and helped open 2.42

lakh bank accounts, in
which monetary transac-
tions worth about ₹2 crore
take place every month.

The SBI has given laptop
computers, printers, thumb
impression and biometric
machines, micro ATMs and
cameras to the service pro-
viders to enable them to
open the accounts and
carry out transactions.

The Foundation said the
bank account holders were
regularly getting the bene-
fits of Atal Pension Yojana,
Janani Shishu Suraksha
Yojana, old age, widow and
disability pensions and all
kinds of students' scholar-
ships, in addition to the pay-
ments under the National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme.

Account holders getting bene�ts of various schemes

Special Correspondent 

JAIPUR

Rural population being
linked with banking services

A 56-year-old man died of swine flu at a hos-
pital here on Monday, a health official said.

The deceased, who was diabetic and had
hypertension, died at the Government Med-
ical College and Hospital in Sector 32 here, he
said.

“The patient was referred from the govern-
ment hospital at Sector 16 here on Sunday in
a serious condition” he said.

“Thirteen cases have tested positive here
so far during the current season in the Chand-
igarh area,” he added.

Last week, a 58-year-old man had died of
swine flu at a hospital in Ludhiana. Recently,
a 40-year-old from Hoshiarpur had died due
to swine flu at the Ludhiana hospital.

Man dies of swine �u
in Chandigarh 
Press trust of India

Chandigarh

After the Shiromani Akali Dal
accused the ruling Congress
government in Punjab of
vendetta politics, the Aam
Aadmi Party has also now
raised its voice on the issue,
alleging that Captain Amar-
iner Singh-led government
was attempting to threaten
opponents with false cases.

AAP State president and

Member of Parliament Bhag-
want Mann has alleged that
AAP MLA from Ropar Am-
arjit Singh Sandhoa has been
implicated in a false case,
which is a latest example of
vendetta politics.

“The AAP will not bow
down to such political motiv-
ated cases and continue to
raise the voice of common
people,” he said in a state-
ment, adding that State gov-

ernment was not serious
about the law and order situ-
ation and instead was busy
in framing AAP leaders in
bogus cases.

In a separate develop-
ment, the SAD has deman-
ded an immediate action
against political leaders and
police officials responsible
for allegedly afflicting third
degree torture on the grand-
son of freedom fighter Giani

Labh Singh.
SAD general secretary

Bikram Majithia on Monday
said the recent case of al-
leged torture inflicted upon
on the grandson ( Jagrup) of
the freedom fighter, who has
been demanding vacation of
illegal occupation of the
pond in his native village
Madhir in Muktsar district, is
another instance of curbing
voice of dissent.

“In this case the allegation
of political vendetta against
Mr. Jagrup has been levelled
by the Freedom Fighters'
Descendants Association and
not the SAD. The Association
has asserted that Mr. Jagrup
was tortured on the direc-
tions of local Congress
leader,” he said and added
that “now it is for the Con-
gress government to act in
the matter.”

Punjab govt foisting false cases: AAP
Party will not bow down to politically motivated cases: Mann; SAD demands action in torture case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH

Two persons were on Monday killed in a
massive landslide triggered by heavy rain on
the Nainital-Almora highway. 

Landslide kills two
Press trust of India 

Nainital
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Drug racket: Telugu
actor Tanish questioned 
HYDERABAD

Telugu actor Tanish Alladi

was questioned for four

hours on Monday by

Telangana excise

department’s Special

Investigation Team as part of

an ongoing probe into the

drug racket. “The questioning

lasted from 10.30 a.m. to

2.30 p.m.,” officials said. PTI

IN BRIEF

Kerala HC directive to
Guruvayur Devaswom 
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on

Monday ordered that the

practice of serving ‘Prasadam

Oottu’ on plantain leaves at

the Guruvayur temple be

continued until further

orders. The court passed the

directive on a petition

challenging the Guruvayur

Devaswom managing

committee decision to replace

plantain leaves with steel

plates. 

9.5 lakh children to be
given MR vaccine in A.P.
VIJAYAWADA

The Medical and Health

Authorities of Krishna district

have kept ready 10.5 lakh

doses of Measles-Rubella

vaccine in what is being seen

as the biggest vaccine-by-

injection campaign in the

history of the country. As

many as 9.5 lakh children will

be administered the MR

vaccine in 8,166 sessions. 

Actor Dileep’s aide
Appunni interrogated
KOCHI

Four days after the Kerala

High Court dismissed his

anticipatory bail plea, A.S.

Sunilraj aka Appunni, a close

aide of actor Dileep, appeared

before the SIT for

interrogation on Monday. The

questioning of Appunni, who

had been absconding since

the arrest of Dileep, lasted for

six hours. 

The Chalo Sircilla pro-
gramme, called by the Telan-
gana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee to protest against the
police “torture of Dalits and
other villagers” of Nerella,
Jillela and Ramachandrapur
villages of Thangalapalli
mandal, went off smoothly
without any untoward incid-
ent amid tight police secur-
ity in the district and the ad-
joining Karimnagar district.

The Sircilla Rajanna po-
lice have detained a few vil-
lagers after they set ablaze a
lorry that ran over a person
on July 2. The villagers were
arrested and allegedly
beaten up badly and
threatened by the police. 

The district authorities
denied permission for a pub-
lic meeting after the Telan-
gana Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee leaders announced

the Chalo Sircilla pro-
gramme and sought permis-
sion for the meeting. The au-
thorities cited law and order
problem and the absence of
an open place to conduct it. 

The TPCC leaders had ap-
proached the High Court
seeking permission for the
meeting but the case did not
come up for hearing on
Monday. 

The TPCC leaders, led by

former Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumar reached
Karimnagar on Sunday night
and camped there. 

On Monday morning, Ms.
Kumar and TPCC leaders
met and consoled the vic-
tims lodged in the Karim-
nagar jail under the ‘Mu-
lakath’ programme, and
addressed the media at the
party office flaying police
“high-handedness”. 

Telangana Congress leaders denied permission for meeting

K.M.Dayashankar

RAJANNA-SIRCILLA

Word of comfort: Former Lok Sabha speaker Meira Kumar
addressing the villagers of Nerella. * THAKUR AJAY PAL SINGH

‘Chalo Sircilla’ passes o�
peacefully amid security

Jana Sena Party chief Pawan
Kalyan, along with a team of
doctors and researchers
from Harvard University,
met Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrbabu
Naidu at the Secretariat on
Monday to discuss the pre-
valance of Chronic Kidney
Disease in the Uddhanam
area. 

Mr. Naidu told him that
the State government and
the Indian Council for Med-
ical Research would set up a
research centre jointly to
study the reasons for kidney
ailments in the Uddhanam

area. The government
would release ₹15 crore to-
wards its share for three
years, he said. He said there
was no dearth of funds. The
government had already ini-
tiated a series of measures
to help the kidney patients.

Dedicated institute
Dr. Joseph Bonventre, who
led the team of doctors, sug-
gested setting up a dedic-
ated institute for the pa-
tients. Mr. Naidu said the
Uddhanam Research Centre
would be launched soon
and the institute would be
dedicated to kidney re-
search. 

‘Kidney centre in
Uddhanam soon’
Naidu assures Pawan Kalyan of funds

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA 

The Supreme Court on
Monday granted 14 days’
bail to Abdul Nasir
Maudany, accused in the
2008 Bangalore serial
blasts case, to visit Kerala
to attend his son's
wedding.

A Bench led by Justice
S.A. Bobde granted bail to
Maudany from August 1 to
14. 

The Karnataka Police
will escort him to Kerala. 

The court said Maudany,
represented by advocates
Prashant Bhushan and
Haris Beeran, will have to
bear the travel expenses of
the Karnataka police team.

SC grants
bail to
Maudany
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

“Many people in our village
were not ready to sell their
land to the government. But
they were forced and
threatened saying they
would not get even a penny
for the land they had en-
joyed so far. Unable to find a
way out from the pressure,
we singed the papers at the
Revenue Divisional Officer’s
(RDO) office.”

“Police took photos of
those who came out of their
homes. They were warned
not to attend the meeting of
the Telangana Joint Action
Committee (TJAC). We are
under constant watch by the

officials and the police.”
These were two of the sev-

eral voices raised by farmers
from Bailampur,
Thanedarpally,
Thanedarpally tanda and

Mamidyal on Sunday when
they met TJAC chairman M.
Kodandaram here on
Sunday. The farmers allege
that they are being forced to
sell their land for the Konda-

pochamma reservoir
project.

“Our lands are very fertile
and they yield three crops a
year. Let any agriculture sci-
entist visit and declare that
our lands are useless. I am
ready to hand over my five
acres of land for free to
Kondapochamma reservoir,”
said P. Krishna from
Mamidyal.

“TRS leader and Telan-
gana Road Development
Corporation chairman T.
Narsa Reddy sold his land
for about ₹24 lakh per acre
and he is now that we sell it
for ₹12 lakh an acre. Is it jus-
tified,” asked Pochaiah, an-
other land oustee.

Forced to sell land, say Telangana villagers
‘We are under pressure to part with our land for the Kondapochamma project’

R. Avadhani

GAJWEL 

Pouring out woes: TJAC Chairman Kodandaram interacting
with Kondapochamma farmers. * MOHD ARIF

A day after a controversy
broke out over the placing of
the Koran and the Bible next
to the statue of former pres-
ident A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at
his memorial at Pei Kar-
umbu, the Defence Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) has banned the
media and visitors from tak-
ing photographs.

DRDO in-charge
When photo and television
journalists visited the me-
morial on Monday for a fol-
low up, they were denied
entry by the policemen pos-
ted at the memorial. The po-
licemen apparently had
been instructed not to allow
photo journalists and televi-
sion crew to take pictures in-
side the memorial.

The DRDO, which has

built the memorial and is in
charge of maintaining it, has
also banned photographs by
visitors, including pilgrims
and tourists. 

The DRDO has taken the
decision after the Hindu
Makkal Katchi (HMK) objec-

ted to the placing of the
Koran and the Bible next to a
model of Bhagavad Gita,
carved out as part of the
small podium on which the
statue of Kalam has been
erected. 

The holy books were

placed by Kalam’s family to
convey the message that the
former president was above
religion, but they were re-
moved by DRDO officials
after the HMK raised objec-
tions. 

Complaint filed
On Sunday, party district
president S. Prabakaran had
lodged a complaint against
A.P.J.M. Shiek Saleem, grand
nephew of Kalam, for pla-
cing the holy books near
Bhagavat Gita and “med-
dling” with the statue. 

A DRDO official, who is in-
charge of the memorial, said
the clamp down on photo-
graphs was temporary in
view of the ongoing partition
work. After a week when the
work was expected to be
completed, people would be
allowed to take pictures, he
told The Hindu. 

DRDO bars photography
at Kalam’s memorial
Restriction only temporary in view of the ongoing partition work, clari�es o�cial

The inside view of former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
memorial at Peikarumbu near Rameswaram. 

D. J. Walter Scott

RAMANATHAPURAM
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Raje conducts aerial
survey of �ood-hit Jalore 
JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister

Vasundhara Raje on Monday

conducted an aerial survey of

Jalore district which is facing

a flood-like situation for over

a week. Normal life in Jalore,

Pali and Sirohi districts has

been badly affected for over

a week due to heavy

downpour. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Rafi’s village remembers
him on death anniversary
CHANDIGARH

Mohammed Rafi’s native

village, Kotla Sultan Singh,

paid homage to the legendary

playback singer on his 37th

death anniversary on Monday.

Scores of tribute poured in

remembering the celebrated

singer from across the village,

which is located about 30km

from Punjab’s Amritsar

district. PTI 

Punjab truck operators to
hold rally 
CHANDIGARH

Truck operators will hold a

rally on Wednesday to put

pressure on the Punjab

government to rollback its

move of disbanding 134

unions in the State. More

than 90,000 operators will

participate in the proposed

rally at Nakodar, the All

Punjab Truck Operators’

Union chief Happy Sandhu

said. PTI 

Sikh priests demand
increase in salary 
AMRITSAR

Several ‘Akhand Pathis’ (Sikh

priests) on Monday held a

protest demanding an

increase in their salaries at

the Golden Temple complex

here. ‘Akhand Pathis’ perform

the ‘Akhand Path Sewa’ (the

continuous recitation of

sacred religious texts of

Sikhism) at gurdwaras. During

the protest, they accused the

Shiromani Gurdwara

Parbandhak Committee

(SGPC) of not accepting their

demand.PTI

Even as the State govern-
ment has claimed that the
flood-like situation has im-
proved in Bengal, the death
toll has risen to 39 so far.
Speaking to The Hindu State
Disaster Management Minis-
ter Javed khan said: “Thirty-
nine people have died in the
State so far due to the flood-
like situation and about 27
lakh have been affected by
it.” He also said that nearly
400 relief camps were run-
ning in the State at present.

The situation is still grim
in several areas of Howrah,
Hoghly and Paschim Medi-
nipur. Locals said several
areas in Amta II and
Udaynarayanpur block of
Howrah district are still
heavily waterlogged, the res-
idents Ghatal and Daspur II
blocks are struggling due to
alleged lack of government
aid. As for the Hooghly dis-
trict areas such as Khanakul,
Goghat and Pursurah under
Aramabagh subdivision, are
still heavily waterlogged.
However, district officials re-
mained tight lipped on the

matter.
However, a couple of days

ago when The Hindu visited
Chitnan village in the Amta II
block of Howrah there was
“severe discontent” among
locals against the State gov-
ernment regarding aid.

Standing in one corner of
the ground floor of a damp

and partially waterlogged
two-storey school building,
Geeta Bera (70) looked on in
a rather aloof manner as
other villagers jostled to grab
hold of the government aid,
mainly food and trampoline.
The school building, a make-
shit flood shelter, has been
home to nearly 700 resid-

ents of Chitnan village in
Amta II block of Howrah dis-
trict for the last couple of
days.

The village has been
severely waterlogged as
theRupnarayan river has
been overflowing its banks
due to monsoon rain and
heavy water release from its

dams by the Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC).

“This chaos is nothing
new to us. I have been seeing
this since my childhood.
About four decades ago
when my father died, there
was a similar situation here.
As there was no place for
cremation, we left the body
in the river,” Ms. Bera told
The Hindu . As she spoke,
several people gathered in
the narrow corridor of the
school and started speaking
of their sufferings. While
some blamed the DVC for
their annual ordeal, others
accused the State govern-
ment of “not doing enough”
to alleviate their condition.

It’s not just the poor con-
dition of the flood shelter
which is plaguing the villa-
gers. The swelling waters of
the Rupnarayan have ruined
our crops, mainly paddy, in
large swaths of the area caus-
ing heavy losses to farmers.
“This year I have sowed
paddy in four acres of land
and now it is all ruined. I
have suffered a loss of about
₹80, 000,” said Sheikh
Hasanujjaman.

Bengal �ood situation grim; 39 dead
About 27 lakh people a�ected; nearly 400 relief camps running in the State at present 

Rain battered: People wade through knee-deep water at Sehagori village in Howrah district on
Monday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Soumya Das 

Kolkata

The Indian Railways is go-
ing full steam to achieve the
target of covering the 245-
km long Delhi—Chandigarh
distance in flat two hours
despite many curves on the
proposed semi-high speed
route.

The Delhi-Chandigarh
corridor, one of the busiest
routes in north India, is
slated to be first semi-high
speed project being taken
up by the State-owned
transporter to run trains at
maximum speeds of 200

kmph with French help.
There are about 10 major

curves spanning over 32 km
on the existing Delhi-
Chandigarh rail route.

No land acquisition 
The public transporter will
not go for land acquisition
required for straightening
up several curves on the
Delhi-Chandigarh semi-
high speed corridor and in-
stead opt for slowing down
while negotiating the track,
according to the railways.

The earlier plan was to
straighten up these curves

to facilitate uninterrupted
speed on the semi-high
speed route, said a senior
Railway ministry official in-
volved with the semi-high
speed project.

However, since it re-
quires acquiring land for
the purpose which is a
time-consuming process,
the Railways decided not to
go for land acquisition to
avoid delay.

Adjustment on curves
In a recent review meeting
with the French team, it
was decided to avoid land

acquisition and instead
make some adjustment on
curves as much as possible
on the existing railway
land, he said. However, the
official said, despite curves,
the target of reaching
Chandigarh in two hours
will be achieved.

SNCF, the French rail-
ways, has been assigned
the task of submitting the
execution strategy and im-
plementation model with
detailed cost of the semi-
high speed project in-
volving upgradation of the
Chandigarh route.

Soon, travel Delhi-Chandigarh in two hours 
Trains will run at a maximum speed of 200 kmph with French help

Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

Deaths caused by lightning
have sharply risen to 34
within two days with an-
other 16 people across
Odisha falling victim to the
natural disaster on
Monday. 

As many as 18 people
were killed in lightning on
Sunday. 

Lightning deaths were
widespread on Monday.
Deaths were reported from
Puri, Angul, Mayurbhanj,
Dhenkanal and Bargarh. 

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced an ex-
gratia of ₹4 lakh each to the
kin of the deceased.

Lightning kills

16 in Odisha 

Staff Reporter 

BHUBANESWAR

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, west Uttar Pradesh, sub-Him-
alayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............1.4.... 33.6.... 27.0 Kozhikode ............... —.... 32.8.... 24.7

Ahmedabad..........1.1.... 31.5.... 24.9 Kurnool .................1.8.... 35.1.... 25.7

Aizawl ..................66.... 29.8.... 12.2 Lucknow................0.6.... 34.2.... 26.3

Allahabad ..........10.8.... 34.8.... 27.0 Madurai...............12.6.... 37.0.... 24.8

Bengaluru .............. —.... 30.5.... 22.0 Mangaluru................1.... 29.7.... 24.2

Bhopal................... —.... 30.3.... 23.2 Mumbai.................2.4.... 30.6.... 24.9

Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 34.6.... 26.9 Mysuru.................... —.... 31.8.... 21.2

Chandigarh ..........0.3.... 32.0.... 26.2 New Delhi .............1.2.... 31.0.... 27.8

Chennai ................. —.... 36.3.... 27.5 Patna ...................... —.... 36.4.... 26.7

Coimbatore............ —.... 34.4.... 24.2 Port Blair ..............0.1.... 32.4.... 26.1

Dehradun.............7.6.... 27.6.... 24.1 Puducherry.............. —.... 32.5.... 24.6

Gangtok...............2.8.... 24.0.... 17.8 Pune .....................0.6.... 27.1.... 21.6

Goa ...................11.8.... 31.5.... 25.4 Raipur ..................... —.... 34.2.... 26.8

Guwahati ............... —.... 35.4.... 26.5 Ranchi......................1.... 31.3.... 22.0

Hubballi................. —.... 29.0.... 22.0 Shillong..................27.... 24.5.... 15.7

Hyderabad ............. —.... 34.6.... 24.4 Shimla....................52.... 20.0.... 17.0

Imphal................... —.... 31.0.... 23.6 Srinagar .................. —.... 33.0.... 21.0

Jaipur ..................0.8.... 29.0.... 23.2 Trivandrum ............. —.... 32.6.... 25.3

Kochi...................1.2.... 32.4.... 25.4 Tiruchi ................36.1.... 37.1.... 27.0

Kohima..............14.8.... 27.0.... 18.8 Vijayawada ............0.2.... 36.4.... 27.0

Kolkata................0.3.... 33.7.... 27.2 Visakhapatnam .......1.7.... 33.0.... 25.2

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 168
indicating a moderate
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Agra
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 39 

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...41 ...— ....... —......71 ......*

Chennai..................17 ...35 ..22 ...... 52 .......— ......*

Delhi........................6 ...42 ..53 ...... 54......77 ......*

Hyderabad .............66 ...18 ..13 ...... 58......97 ......*

Kolkata ..................19 ...72 ..29 ....... —....115 ......*

Lucknow ................12 ...45 ..45 ...... 79 .......— ......*

Mumbai ...................7 ...23 ..30 ...... 29......31 ......*

Pune ......................26 .....9 ..78 ...... 17......34 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....26 ...13 ..38 ...... 46......39 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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ets. According to their
assessment, heroin and
other drugs come down from
Afghanistan and is loaded
into fishing trawlers in Kara-
chi, Keti Bandar or other
smaller fishing harbours on
the Pakistan coast.

“These boats are not part
of the drug syndicates often,
mostly they are couriers and
get paid for each delivery,”
says a source.

The boats try to keep off
Indian Coast Guard and
Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency, and reach mid-sea.
They are guided by control-
lers from Bangkok, or other
parts of Thailand, often with
the use of satellite phones.

The boats carrying drugs
are directed to a particular
location using GPS, and it is

from there the supplies are
picked up by incoming boats
from other locations. Indian
agencies suspect that the
pickup boats are mostly com-
ing from Southeast Asia, Sri
Lanka, and could also be
from larger ships. Once it is
resupplied, these Afghan
drugs find their way into in-
ternational markets.

In recent months, Indian
intelligence agencies have
regularly tracked satellite
phones of these syndicates
to gain significant clarity on
their operation. However, it
was not the case in the past.
Many still believe that the
purported terror boat that
went up in flames after the
Coast Guard intercepted it
on News Year’s day in 2015
was probably part of the
drug smuggling network.

Sources also believe that
the drug that was intercep-
ted on Saturday was not
meant for India. “We have
not seen drugs being brought
into India through this route.
It is used for international
markets,” one of them said.

Drug-smuggling route reveals itself again
Intelligence agencies say cartels have been exploiting vast seas o� India and Pakistan

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Vessel Hennry, which was detained by the Coast Guard ship, at Porbandar on Sunday and (right) the crew who were aboard the ship. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The State’s Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) has detained
three persons in
connection with the
seizure of what is said to
be the largest contraband
of drugs from a merchant
vessel off the Gujarat
coast last week.

The Indian Coast Guard
had intercepted the vessel
following an intelligence
tip off and stumbled upon
the consignment of 1,500
kg heroin worth ₹3,500
crore. Eight crew
members on board,
including the Captain,
were arrested.

The vessel identified as
“Hennry” had reportedly
set off from Iran, but

there is no clarity on
where the cargo was
loaded. Gujarat police and
other agencies believe it
was taken in at a port in
Pakistan where the ship
had anchored for two
days. 

Satellite phones found
The eight crew members
are from Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar. Two satellite
phones were recovered
from the vessel and the
call details have been
shared with the police
and the Narcotics Control
bureau (NCB).

The vessel is owned by
a Dubai resident Syed Ali
Manari. It was headed for
the ship breaking yard in
Alang. 

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

3 more detained in
drug seizure case

<> These boats are not

part of the drug

syndicates often,

mostly they are

couriers and get paid

for each delivery

One of the world’s biggest
drug smuggling routes,
spread across Afghanistan,
Pakistan and the Indian
Ocean, with recipients
spread in several countries,
has revealed itself yet again
with the seizure of 1,500 kg
of heroin worth over ₹3,500
crore off Gujarat coast on
Saturday.

For the past many years
there have been several in-
tercepts, occasional seizures
and significant suspicious

boat movements to reaf-
firm the intelligence as-

sessment about the
massive flow of drugs
from Afghanistan
into the Indian
Ocean, and its distri-
bution to the rest of

the world.According
to Indian intelligence

agencies, drug syndic-
ates have been exploiting

the vast seas off India and
Pakistan, which is easily ac-
cessible from several coun-
tries, for running their rack-

A.P. woman back from
Saudi, alleges torture
VISAKHAPATNAM

G. Praveena of

Visakhapatnam, who was

allegedly held captive in

Saudi by her employers, has

finally returned home, thanks

to the pro-active approach of

the city police. The woman

claimed that she was

tortured. Praveena’s case was

taken by the police, after a

report was published in a

local newspaper.

IN BRIEF

Ahead of the festive sea-
sons of Dussehra and
Deepavali, the Supreme
Court on Monday prohib-
ited the use of five chemic-
als, labelled as toxic by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), in the manu-
facture of firecrackers.

A Bench of Justices
Madan B. Lokur and
Deepak Gupta recorded in
its short order that, “that
no firecrackers manufac-
tured by the respondents
shall contain antimony,
lithium, mercury, arsenic
and lead in any form what-
soever. 

It is the responsibility of
the Petroleum and Explos-
ive Safety Organisation
(PESO) to ensure compli-
ance particularly in
Sivakasi.” 

The order came after
the court heard the sub-
missions from officials of
the CPCB and Petroleum
and Explosive Safety Or-
ganisation’s (PESO) Fire-
work Research and Devel-
opment Centre at Sivakasi
in Tamil Nadu.

The court asked the
CPCB to clarify on the use
of strontium, another
chemical branded toxic by
the pollution body, in fire-
crackers. . Manufacturers
however denied using
these chemicals. 

Even as the court gave
the CPCB time till Septem-
ber 15 to provide detailed
information on the envir-
onmental impact, espe-
cially air pollution, caused
by firecrackers, private
manufacturers, who are
suffering a court ban on
sale of firecrackers in the
Delhi and NCR regions,
tried to reason that fire-
crackers is not the only
source of pollution.

5 chemicals
banned from
�recrackers
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Unmindful of the legal
wrangles that have held her
captive, Han Riu Hou, a
four-year-old Chinese girl, is
learning the harsh realities
of life from a dingy cell of
the Women’s Prison, Viyyur,
Thrissur.

She was picked up along
with mother Zialoin and
uncle Song Qi Hou by the In-
fopark Police from an apart-
ment complex in Kakkanad
on July 19 for overstaying
the visa period. They were
booked under the provi-
sions of the Foreigners Act
and the Indian Penal Code.

The child, who is cur-
rently jailed in the No. 1 cell
along with her mother, is in
distress. The unfamiliar lan-
guage and surroundings,
with no children or toys to
play with, are telling on her.

The girl, probably the
youngest prisoner in Kerala
jails, is in the company of
five women in the same cell.
The jail authorities are find-
ing it tough to provide her
Chinese food as ordered by
the court. They could offer
her only what is cooked for
the other inmates.

Hou, her mother, and her
uncle had been living with a
Keralite at a rented villa at

Kakkanad. The Keralite, ar-
raigned as an accused in the
visa case, is absconding
since their arrest, according
to court documents.

Considering her age, the
Judicial First Class Magis-
trate Court, Kakkanad, held
that the child cannot be sep-
arated from her mother.
Since she had no other relat-
ive in Kerala, the court
ordered that she be sent
along with her mother and
thus began Hou’s jail term.

The mother and child got
a minor relief on Saturday
when the sessions court,
Ernakulam, granted them
bail. Yet, they cannot walk
free as the offence in which
they have been implicated is
of recurring nature. 

Of a four-year-old
Chinese in a Kerala jail

Han, her mother held for overstaying

K.S. Sudhi

KOCHI

The Tamil Nadu government
on Monday suffered another
setback on the NEET issue
with the Madras High Court
upholding the order of a
single judge who quashed
the government notification
providing 85% reservation
for students from the State
Board in admissions to
MBBS/BDS courses under
the State quota. 

The court, while dismiss-
ing writ appeals in the case,
directed the government to
take steps to complete the
admission process before the
August 31 deadline. 

Meanwhile, on Monday, a
delegation comprising State
Health Minister C. Vijaya Bas-
kar, Lok Sabha Deputy

Speaker M. Thambi Durai
and State Health Secretary J.
Radhakrishnan held three
meetings with Union Health
Minister J. P. Nadda in New

Delhi. Mr. Vijaya Baskar told
journalists that they had
cited the High Court order
and urged the Centre to ex-
empt Tamil Nadu from

NEET-based admissions this
year. Earlier, a bench of
Justices Nooty Ramamohana
Rao and M. Dhandapani held
that the policy decision of al-
lotment of seats on a pro-rata
basis, 85% for State Board
and 15% for CBSE students,
was an artificial one. 

“This is an attempt of fur-
ther classification amongst
the students who have ap-
peared for the entrance ex-
amination, namely the
NEET,” the judges said.

Level playing field
According to the bench,
once the students had taken
the NEET, the objective of
providing equal opportunit-
ies and a level playing field
had been established.

The bench said the State

all the students across the
board has been secured by
their appearing at the NEET
examination and testing
their merit by a common
standard/yardstick”.

Fall in standards
The bench dwelt on the lack
of infrastructural facilities
for students across the State.
“Schools are not established,
particularly up to the +2
stage, in adequate numbers.”
Even where they were avail-
able, “the standards have not
been monitored or updated,”
the judges said. The bench
took critical note of the fall in
the standards of students
and asked the State govern-
ment to address the issue
and fix responsibility on
teachers. 

government was aware that
admissions shall be made
only on the basis of NEET
scores, as long as the assent
of the President was not re-
ceived to the NEET exemp-
tion Bills passed in the State
Assembly.

Referring to the policy de-
cision of the State govern-
ment behind its rationale for
providing the classification,
the court said: “That object-
ive stands accomplished
already when all the stu-
dents, drawn from State
Board as well as other
Boards such as CBSE, etc.,
have appeared at the NEET
examination held on May 7,
pursuant to introduction of
Section 10D to the Indian
Medical Council Act. In other
words, equal opportunity to

Madras HC dismisses appeals against NEET
Once students took the examination, the objective of providing equal opportunities has been established, says bench

Special Correspondent

chennai

Mallya’s case papers
given to his legal team 
London

The Indian government
has submitted the requisite
“opening note” and
paperwork related to Vijay
Mallya’s extradition case to
his legal team within the
U.K. court deadline on
Monday. The liquor baron
is sought by the Indian
authorities for allegedly
defaulting on several bank
loans amounting to nearly
₹9,000 crores. 

BSF personnel, kin to 
get skills training
NEW DELHI

The BSF will set up multi-skill

development centres on the

Indo-Pak. and Indo-

Bangladesh borders and is

planning skill centres for

people with disabilities

following a pact with the

National Skill Development

Fund and National Skill

Development Corporation.

Training opportunities will be

given to serving or retired

BSF personnel and their

family as well as citizens near

BSF outposts, said Minister of

State for Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship Rajiv

Pratap Rudy.
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EDITORIAL

R
ussian President Vladimir Putin’s decision to cut

the U.S. diplomatic presence in the country by

755 signals a serious escalation in tensions

between the two superpowers. His move came three

days after the U.S. Senate passed a sanctions Bill target-

ing Moscow and allies. The scale of the cut is unpreced-

ented and is comparable to the shutdown of the Amer-

ican diplomatic mission in Russia after the 1917

Bolshevik revolution. The decision also signals that Mr.

Putin, who had pinned hopes on the Donald Trump ad-

ministration to improve ties, is losing heart about such

a reset. When Barack Obama expelled Russian diplo-

mats in the last leg of his presidency over Moscow’s al-

leged interference in the presidential election, Mr.

Putin did not retaliate, apparently hoping to strike a

new beginning with the incoming administration. Dur-

ing his campaign, Mr. Trump himself had expressed in-

terest in building stronger ties with Moscow. But des-

pite Mr. Trump’s overtures, the U.S. establishment has

continued to take a hard-line position towards Moscow.

While the investigation into the allegations of Russia’s

election-time interference is still under way, Congress

went ahead preparing the sanctions Bill. Passed by both

Houses of Congress with a near-total majority, the Bill

also seeks to limit Mr. Trump’s ability to suspend or lift

sanctions on Russia. After the White House said the

President would sign the Bill, Moscow retaliated. 

The new sanctions will add to Russia’s economic

troubles at a time it is already battling sanctions im-

posed by Europe and the U.S., and dealing with a com-

modities meltdown. Mr. Putin could impose counter-

sanctions, but the chances of winning a trade war with

the world’s largest economy are slim. Hence, Russia’s

formal declaration of a diplomatic war to show that it

can hurt America’s geopolitical interests elsewhere.

Whenever Russia and the U.S. joined hands to address

the world’s pressing problems in recent years, there

were results. The Iran nuclear deal is one example. The

Trump administration’s willingness to work with the

Russians in Syria has also helped calm parts of the war-

ravaged country. The cease�re brokered by Moscow

and Washington between the Syrian regime and rebels

in July is still holding, raising hopes for a sustainable

political solution to the crisis. Besides, if the U.S. wants

to address the North Korean nuclear crisis diplomatic-

ally, which is perhaps the biggest foreign policy chal-

lenge before the Trump administration today, it could

do with Russia’s help. Russia is also crucial to stabilising

Afghanistan, where it is reportedly arming the Taliban.

But instead of expanding their cooperation and ad-

dressing these challenges as responsible global leaders,

the nuclear-armed powers seem to have fallen into the

old Cold War-era spiral of irrational mutual hostility.

Dangerous escalation 
Russia’s expulsion of U.S. mission sta� could

lock the two countries into a retaliatory spiral 

T
he �oods that have ravaged parts of eastern and

western India, leaving at least 600 people dead

and displacing thousands, highlight the need for

a massive capacity-building programme to deal with

frequent, destructive weather events. A monsoon de-

luge is not an uncommon occurrence in the subcontin-

ent, and there is considerable variability in the duration

and frequency of rainfall in di�erent regions. Moreover,

there is a clear trend of even drought-prone regions in

Gujarat and Rajasthan encountering �oods, in addition

to the traditional axis covering States along the

Brahmaputra and the Ganga. What people in the �ood-

hit regions expect of governments is speedy relief and

rehabilitation. Alleviating �nancial losses is crucial for a

return to normality, and the Centre has announced a

solatium for the next of kin of those who have died. But

there are other actions people need on the ground:

short-term housing, food, safe water, access to health

care and protection for women, children and the eld-

erly. Given the weak foundations of social support in

policymaking, these factors have an aggravated impact

during natural calamities. It is dismaying that some

States have not been able to use disaster relief funds as

intended, and the Centre has asked them to set o� the

unutilised portion when making fresh claims. Such a

wrangle is unseemly at a time when people need relief. 

Catastrophic events, such as the Chennai �ood of

2015, also necessitate a review of the protocol followed

by State governments in controlling �ows from dams

and reservoirs. Apparently, much of the waters that

have inundated parts of Jalore in Rajasthan �owed from

a dam that was opened to relieve pressure, catching

many by surprise. A review of the deployment of Na-

tional Disaster Response Force teams near waterbodies

and their experience, together with data compiled by

the Central Water Commission, is bound to reveal the

hotspots where better management and, perhaps, ad-

ditional reservoirs, can mitigate damage. Such studies

should not be delayed, considering that o�cial data put

together by the Centre show that even in the past four

years, between 1,000 and 2,100 people have died annu-

ally, while losses to crops, public utilities and houses

touched ₹33,000 crore in one of the years. Govern-

ments cannot legitimately expect that people with mar-

ginal incomes will take calamitous losses in their stride,

with neither social support nor �nancial instruments

available to rebuild lives. Sustained economic growth

needs action on both fronts. It is essential also to look at

the public health dimension: many without the coping

capacity develop mental health issues including post-

traumatic stress disorder in the wake of such cata-

strophes, and need counselling. A vigorous monsoon is

vital for the economy, but governments should be pre-

pared to deal with the consequences of excess rainfall. 

Washed out
Protocols followed by State governments 

to deal with �oods need an urgent review

“P
ractical men, who believe
themselves to be quite ex-
empt from any intellectual

in�uence, are usually the slaves of
some defunct economist. Madmen
in authority, who hear voices in the
air, are distilling their frenzy from
some academic scribbler of a few
years back.” These lines from John
Maynard Keynes come to mind
when observing the recent per-
formance of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) with respect to the con-
duct of monetary policy. Strenu-
ous e�ort has been made to lead
the citizen to believe that one of the
many signi�cant actions of the gov-
ernment of the day is to have
moved monetary policy in India
onto a “modern” plane. The
centrepiece of this claim is that the
central bank will now be judged en-
tirely in terms of its record on in�a-
tion. That is, the RBI has been re-
con�gured as an
‘in�ation-targeting’ central bank.
As part of this arrangement, it has
been set an in�ation target of 4%.
Then, somewhat counter-intuit-
ively, it has been given leeway in
the form of a band within which
the in�ation outcome may lie. This
band is wide, ranging from 2% to
6%.

Missing the point
Since the move to in�ation target-
ing, naturally, the RBI has been
watched. In the early days it ap-
peared to be coming out with �ying
colours with in�ation not only well
within the band but also declining.
However, that the growth in the
segment of the economy most dir-
ectly under the control of the RBI,
namely manufacturing, has been
declining too has been noticed

less. Under the new arrangement,
the RBI cannot be held responsible
for what happens to growth as it is
to be judged entirely by what hap-
pens to in�ation. But since June
there is disruption and not in terms
of the new vocabulary. Consumer
price in�ation has now declined to
1.5% in June; though only 0.5% be-
low its lower bound, this in�ation
rate is far below the targeted 4%.
Surely this is a case of missing one’s
target by a long shot. 

Rather than waste our time
shaming the RBI, we should fruit-
fully engage with the idea of
whether in�ation targeting is the
right way to tackle in�ation in In-
dia. That central banks are unable
to control the in�ation rate is evid-
ent from the record of the Bank of
England. One of the �rst central
banks to shift to in�ation targeting,
and endowed with intellectual cap-
ital of the highest class, the ‘Old
Lady of Threadneedle Street’ has a
dismal record of achieving its in�a-
tion target. Why is this so? Is it that
the bank was also trying to accom-
modate other economic variables
such as employment or the ex-
change rate? While the latter is pos-
sible of course, it is highly unlikely,
as no group of high-pro�le profes-
sionals would want to fail so pub-
licly in their mandated task. The
reason why they fail is because ‘in-
�ation targeting’ is based on a poor

understanding of in�ation. 

A �awed model
The model underlying in�ation tar-
geting is that in�ation re�ects out-
put being greater than the eco-
nomy’s ‘potential’. The task now is
to bring output back to its potential
level via an interest rate hike. A
problem with the model is that the
potential level of output is unob-
servable. Moreover, the potential is
believed to be subject to change by
the proponents of the model them-
selves. To these in�rmities, the re-
sponse given is that it does not mat-
ter, as we need only observe
in�ation to conclude that there is
an output gap. The problem with
this form of reasoning is that it is
self-referential. This may be
demonstrated in the form of a con-
versation that proceeds as follows:
“Why is the in�ation rate rising?”
“Because unemployment is below
its natural rate.” “But how do you
know?” “Because in�ation is
rising!” Here, ‘natural rate’ refers
to the level of employment corres-
ponding to potential output. It ap-
pears that under in�ation target-
ing, the policymaker must proceed
on faith. This is not a sound basis
for governance.

Developing countries such as In-
dia have an economic structure dif-
ferent from the developed ones of
the West for which in�ation target-

ing was �rst devised. An aspect of
this is that agricultural production
is subject to �uctuation, and along
with this the prices of agricultural
goods. Now, when the relative
price of agricultural goods rises
due to slower growth of agricul-
ture, the in�ation rate rises. Such
an in�ation has nothing to with an
economy-wide imbalance gap as
visualised in the ‘output gap
model’ underlying in�ation target-
ing. Under in�ation targeting, the
response to rising agricultural
prices would be to raise the rate of
interest. This may have some desir-
able impact on in�ation but it can
come only at the cost of output loss
in the non-agricultural sector. The
output loss can only be rational-
ised as necessary by holding on to
the assertion that in�ation re�ects
actual output being greater than
potential. But note that the whole
process has been set o� by a slow-
ing of agricultural output. Now, the
only way the output gap model can
retain some traction in the context
is by asserting that along with the
reduction in agricultural output
growth, the potential output is
growing at an even slower rate.
This is completely ad hoc and
without a scienti�c basis.

Role of agriculture
The role of agricultural prices in
driving in�ation in India is evident
presently. Though the overall con-
sumer price index is rising at 1.5%,
that for agricultural commodities
is actually falling, re�ecting the fall
in the relative price of agricultural
goods we have referred to. Thus
the RBI may have just got lucky
over the recent past that commod-
ity prices, which include domestic-
ally produced agricultural goods
and imported oil, have grown at a
slower pace. So, it is not at all clear
that even when the in�ation rate
was within the band, it was the
RBI’s handiwork rather than the
hand of the weather gods in evid-
ence. Champions of in�ation tar-
geting, observing the current de-

cline in the in�ation rate in India,
are quick to claim victory for the
RBI in terms of having anchored in-
�ationary expectations, a claim for
which the slightest evidence is
given. It is to be recognised that
even though the RBI cannot dir-
ectly move agricultural prices, its
response to their movement mat-
ters. As agricultural price in�ation
continues to fall, driving down the
overall in�ation rate, the real rate
of interest rises. If the central bank
does not respond by lowering the
policy rate the real rate of interest
will continue to rise, with negative
consequences for non-agricultural
output. This is exactly what we ob-
serve happening of late. We want
to avoid a de�ationary spiral. 

To end with some exegesis. So,
who in the case of our ‘modern’
monetary policy might be the “de-
funct” economist of the quote we
started out with? It is Milton Fried-
man who asserted — without argu-
ment, it may be noted — that in�a-
tion re�ects an output gap. The
idea itself he borrowed from the
nineteenth century economist
Knut Wicksell. Friedman had re-
commended money supply con-
trol, a policy aggressively adopted
by Margaret Thatcher in England
but also in most parts of the West.
When this policy failed, it was re-
placed by ‘in�ation targeting’. This
choice of terminology was truly in-
spired, for its very use conveys the
resolve of actually trying to do
something about in�ation. But it is
also tendentious, bearing the sug-
gestion that there is no other
method of in�ation control.
Whatever you may say about Fried-
man, he was not a slouch when it
came to in�ation. Back in India,
with the RBI o� target by a wide
margin, we can see that in�ation
targeting is not what it is cracked
up to be. In�ation control here re-
quires supply management. This is
not rocket science. 

Pulapre Balakrishnan is an economist

The Reserve Bank is o� target
The idea that interest rates are the right way to tackle in�ation in India needs a serious rethink

pulapre balakrishnan
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ore than 15 whistle-blowers
have been murdered in In-
dia in the past three years.

Parliament may have passed the
Whistle Blowers Protection (WBP)
Act in 2014, but this did not help
save their lives as the government
has doggedly refused to operation-
alise the law. The Act aims to pro-
tect people who bring to the notice
of the authorities concerned alleg-
ations of corruption, wilful misuse
of power or commission of a crim-
inal o�ence against a public
servant.

A wider de�nition 
Signi�cantly, in de�ning who a
whistle-blower is, the law goes bey-
ond government o�cials who ex-
pose corruption they come across
in the course of their work. It in-
cludes any other person or non-
governmental organisation. The
importance of such progressive ex-
pansion is underlined by the fact
that in the last few years, more
than 65 people have been killed for
exposing corruption in the govern-
ment on the basis of information
they obtained under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act. The RTI law

has empowered the common man
to have access to information from
public authorities — which only
government o�cials were earlier
privy to — making every citizen a
potential whistle-blower.

The WBP law has provisions for
concealing the identity of a
whistle-blower, if so desired, fol-
lowing cases such as Satyendra K.
Dubey’s, whose murder in 2003
led to demand for such legislation.
In a letter addressed to the Prime
Minister, Dubey, a manager in the
National Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) posted at Gaya, had
highlighted corrupt practices in
the NHAI and speci�cally reques-
ted that his identity be kept secret.
But the information was leaked,
leading to his murder.

Most notably, the law a�ords
protection against victimisation of
the complainant or anyone who
renders assistance in an inquiry.
This is critical as whistle-blowers
are routinely subjected to various
forms of victimisation — suspen-
sions, withholding of promotions,
threats of violence and attacks. The
law empowers the competent au-
thorities to accord them protec-
tion, which includes police protec-
tion and penalising those who
victimise them. Whistle-blowers
Ram Thakur, Nandi Singh and Amit
Jethwa were intimidated and
sought police protection in vain,
before they were murdered.

Instead of operationalising the
WBP law, an amendment Bill,
which fundamentally dilutes the

law, was introduced in Parliament
in 2015 by the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government without
public consultation.

Shooting the messenger
The amendment Bill seeks to re-
move immunity provided to
whistle-blowers from prosecution
under the draconian O�cial
Secrets Act (OSA) for disclosures
made under the WBP law. O�ences
under the OSA are punishable by
imprisonment of up to 14 years.
Threat of such stringent penalties
would deter even genuine whistle-
blowers. The basic purpose of the
WBP Act is to encourage people to
report wrongdoing. If whistle-
blowers are prosecuted for disclos-
ing information as part of their
complaints and not granted im-
munity from the OSA, the very pur-
pose of the law would be defeated. 

Further, to ostensibly bring the
WBP Act in line with the RTI Act,
the amendment Bill says that com-
plaints by whistle-blowers contain-
ing information which would pre-

judicially a�ect the sovereignty,
integrity, security or economic in-
terests of the state shall not be in-
quired into. In addition, certain
categories of information cannot
form part of the disclosure made
by a whistle-blower, unless the in-
formation has been obtained un-
der the RTI Act. This includes what
relates to commercial con�dence,
trade secrets which would harm
the competitive position of a third
party, and information held in a �-
duciary capacity. These exemp-
tions have been modelled on Sec-
tion 8(1) of the RTI law which lists
information which cannot be dis-
closed to citizens. 

Two laws, di�erent objectives 
The amendments ignore the fact
that the two laws have completely
di�erent objectives. The RTI Act
seeks to provide information to
people, while the WBP Act
provides a mechanism for disclos-
ures to be made to competent au-
thorities within the government to
enable inquiry into allegations of
corruption and provide protection
to whistle-blowers. 

Con�ating the two laws is inap-
propriate and would preclude
genuine whistle-blowing in several
scenarios. For instance, what
about government o�cials who
come across evidence of wrongdo-
ing in the normal course of their
work and do not need the RTI Act
to access relevant information?
Again, should complaints exposing
corruption in nuclear facilities or

sensitive army posts not be in-
quired into just because they con-
tain information relating to na-
tional security? Surely the country
would bene�t if such wrongdoing
is exposed so that appropriate ac-
tion can be taken.

If the intention was to ensure
that sensitive information pertain-
ing to national security and integ-
rity is not compromised, instead of
carving out blanket exemptions
the government could have pro-
posed additional safeguards for
such disclosures such as requiring
complaints to be �led using sealed
envelopes to the competent au-
thorities. 

Concerns about these regressive
amendments were brushed aside
and the Bill pushed through the
Lok Sabha in haste. The amend-
ment Bill is listed for discussion
and passage in the Rajya Sabha in
the current session. To reconsider
amendments that would funda-
mentally dilute the law, and
provide an opportunity for public
consultation, it is imperative that
the Bill be referred to a select com-
mittee of the Upper House.

There is no justi�cation for not
operationalising the WBP Act. It is
the moral obligation of the govern-
ment to immediately promulgate
the rules and implement the law to
o�er protection to those who, at
great peril, expose wrongdoing.

Anjali Bhardwaj and Amrita Johri are
members of the National Campaign for
Peoples’ Right to Information (NCPRI)

Don’t shoot the messenger
Proposed amendments to the Whistle Blowers Act defeat the very purpose of the legislation

anjali bhardwaj & 

amrita johri
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Lost opportunity
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam rose to
become a beloved �rst
citizen after achieving
several milestones in the
�eld of science and
technology. His statue at his
memorial that depicts him
as a veena player along with
the Bhagavad Gita has
created needless and
politically-tinged
controversy (“Row over
holy books near Kalam
statue”, July 31). It might
also give the wrong
impression about the
“Missile Man” as it has
removed the “concrete
science” out of him. 
Instead, it would have been
apt to have had a replica of a
rocket near the statue along
with a series of science
books by renowned
scientists. 
The image should be such
that it is striking and
inspires children, whom he
loved the most, to develop a
scienti�c temper as a way of

life as envisaged in the
Constitution. 
Victor Frank A.,

Chennai

■ The former President of
India was an apolitical
personality who was chosen
for the top post by virtue of
his simplicity and greatness.
He was not only a great man
but also a rocket man, and
his religion was science and
technology. Instead of
having a veena, a model of a
rocket next to him would
have been most
appropriate. It is
unfortunate that religion is
involved in almost
everything. 
One of his great passions
was tree planting. Perhaps
those involved with
conceptualising the
memorial could have
announced an annual tree
planting programme across
India on his anniversary. An
opportunity seems to have
been lost to perpetuate his

memory in a great way.
K. Jayanthi,

Chennai

Promoting hate
News of yet another
political murder in Kerala is
quite disheartening. Kerala
has always been considered
to be a progressive and
developed State, and its
people known to be open-
minded, unorthodox and
cosmopolitan in outlook.
But the recent spate of
violence has shown that
Kerala is obviously no better
than other States when it
comes to hate and revenge
killings. 
Be it in the name of cow or
political ideologies, the
nation is slowly getting
engulfed by a sense of
insecurity; an ugly situation
where religious and political
ideologies triumph over the
value of human life. 
The interest the Central
government is taking
towards matters in Kerala

while turning a blind eye to
hate killings in other States
is equally surprising. The
Kerala incident shows that it
is not the lack of literacy;
rather, it is the lack of
sensibility and sensitivity
which is the root cause for
such hate crimes (“Rajnath
calls up Pinarayi over
violence”, July 31).
Joseph Paul,

New Delhi

‘Dr.’ here too 
In India, a signi�cant
percentage of the
population depends on
traditional systems of
medicine and
homoeopathy. In India, a
NEET examination is the
entry point for all systems of
medicines. Apart from basic
subjects, every system of
traditional medicine and
homoeopathy has its own
subjects. Irrespective of the
system of medicine they
practise, all medical
graduates have an equal

right to be called a doctor.
Instead of splitting hairs,
the authorities should be
looking at those who obtain
their medical degrees from
Russia, China and other
countries where the
standards of medical
education in allopathy are
suspect. 
In the report, the sentence
“MBBS doctors grumbling
about traditional medicine
practitioners and
homoeopaths calling
themselves ‘doctors’” was
uncalled for. I am sure a
prestigious newspaper such
as The Hindu does not
intend to be the mouthpiece
of “some grumblers” (“The
‘Dr’ is in (or is it?)”, July 28).
Dr. Beena Amar Bodhi,

New Delhi

Maze and a haze
The article, “A lonely and
tough �ght”, by Ryan White,
(‘Being’ page, July 30) was
deeply thought-provoking. 
It was shocking to read
about the apathy HIV-
positive people face in India
even in a high-pro�le and
trusted hospital and where
the testing protocol is
hardly observed. If this is
the case in Delhi, one can
imagine the situation at
other antiretroviral therapy
(ART) centres in district
hospitals. It is a di�cult
�ght. There have to be steps
taken to create hope in
those with the disease.
M. Ramanathan,

Anaikuttam, Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

more letters online:

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

corrections & clarifications: 

The news report, “U.S. prods India on Pyongyang” ( July 31,
2017), erroneously stated that a stepbrother of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un was assassinated in Jakarta. It should have
been Kuala Lumpur.
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DATA POINT

A ship due to arrive in Madras has been “abandoned” in the
sea about 75 miles East, following a fire that broke out in her
engine room. The Master of the vessel and a crew of 24 have
however been saved, though one is feared dead. The ship is
believed to be a “wreck”. S.S. “Angelina” was scheduled to
touch Madras Harbour at about 10 O clock last night [ July 31].
She is presumed to have left either Calcutta or Visakhapatnam
earlier, obviously empty, since she was to load iron ore here
[Madras], according to information available locally. By about
3 p.m. yesterday [ July 31], a message from the ship reporting
the fire accident was received but within half an hour, contact
was lost. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 1, 1967

Ship abandoned o� Madras
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FROM ARCHIVES

A terrible man eater has been causing great havoc for the last
one year in the Chikati Bodokimidi and Mohivi taluks. The Dis-
trict Collector advertised that a reward of Rs. 500 would be
given to the person who bags the animal... The Raja of Chikati
lay in wait for the tiger, but it eluded him. The famous shikari,
the Raja of Mandasa, who killed several man eaters and shows
rare courage in shooting them from a very short distance was
requested by the Berhampore revenue divisional officer to
free the tracts close to Berhampore from this danger. On the
29th at 5.15 p.m. the Raja bagged the animal with one shot in a
beat. The length of the tiger is 8 ½ feet and height 3 ½ feet. The
Raja was honoured last night in Berhampore and the streets of
Berhampore witnessed a very grand procession with the shot
tiger in front, the Raja following behind on a horse with all his
paraphernalia.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 1, 1917

Relief from a man eater.

After there being, for
years, a near-taboo associ-
ated with discussion and
research on geoengineer-
ing, now there is a re-
newed interest in solu-
tions to climate change
problems that involve
modifying the Earth’s sys-
tem. However, the ap-
proaches that have been
explored so far either fell
short or exceeded the re-
quired parameters.

A collaborative study by
researchers from India,
China and the U.S. pub-
lished in Geophysical Re-
search Letters has offered a
combination of two dom-
inant methods — strato-
spheric sulphate aerosol
increase and cirrus cloud
thinning — to reduce
global warming and pre-
cipitation rates to pre-in-
dustrial levels. The super-
computer simulation,
based on the Community
Earth System Model, sug-
gests this as a possible way
of dealing with planetary
emergencies.

“[A]n accelerated
warming in the future
could result in planetary

emergencies such as suc-
cessive crop failures. Do
we then have a plan to
tackle this? That is where
geoengineering comes in,”
says Govindasamy Bala,
from the Indian Institute
of Science, who is part of
this international collabor-
ative research. He does
not fail to emphasise that
there must be a strict gov-
ernance framework set up
while exploring these op-
tions, as they involve eth-
ical and moral questions.

One of the well-studied
methods proposed in
geoengineering was to
spray minute sulphate aer-
osol into the stratosphere.
This would have the effect
of reducing the warming
to pre-industrial levels,
but would also reduce the
precipitation at a much
higher rate than required
to balance the effect of
carbon dioxide. The other
option proposed was cir-
rus cloud thinning. Since
the cirrus clouds, which
are at a height of 10 km
above the Earth’s surface,
also trap the heat, thin-
ning them could cool
down the Earth system.

However, this reduces the
rate of precipitation to less
than the required amount.

The study suggests that
a cocktail of these two ap-
proaches would change
both temperature and pre-
cipitation at the same rate
at which they are being in-
creased by carbon diox-
ide; hence, the approach
could, in principle, simul-
taneously restore both
temperature and rainfall
to pre-industrial levels.

According to Mr. Bala,
the main advantage of
geoengineering, when
compared to, say, carbon
sequestration, is that it
costs less. “In the place of
cost in the order of, say,
$250 billion every year for
direct methods, geoengin-
eering could cost around
$5-10 billion,” he estim-
ates. There is also the
problem of scale — after
trapping billions of tonnes
of carbon dioxide using
the direct carbon sequest-
ration methods, how does
one transport and store it?

This nascent research
only underlines the need
to achieve consensus on
climate change mitigation.

Beating back climate change
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ABSTRACT

A two-pronged geoengineering approach

Shubashree Desikan

This Independence Day will see the launch
of a new Bhojpuri entertainment channel,
Dishum TV, to add to the entertainment
matrix of nearly 15 television channels
dedicated to a language spoken by about
33 million speakers in the country. How-
ever, though the language is one of the fast-
est-growing ones in the world — spoken by
citizens of at least nine countries apart

from India — and its �lm industry is worth ₹2,000 crore, not
much seriousness is given to it when it comes to either journal-
istic writing or academic research. In this regard, it is import-
ant to ask a question: Is it possible to look at the cinephilia of
the target audiences of such cinema through a scholarly lens?
That’s the foolhardy enterprise the January 2017 issue of Bio-
Scope journal sought to attempt.

Mapping its evolution
An important study in the issue was that pertaining to Bho-
jpuri cinema and its struggle to emerge out of the shadows of
the Bombay Big Brother. The article ‘Bhojpuri Consolidation
in Hindi Territory’ by Akshaya Kumar tried to trace the rise,
fall, and the regrouping of Bhojpuri cinema since 2004 by
centring it at its primary pivot, the male singing star. It said
that there are a few reasons why male stars remain at the in-
dustry’s centre. The �rst reason is the skewed balance of
power due to the scarce and scattered distribution infrastruc-
ture. The second is a music economy which privileges the
graduation of a singer-performer to an acting star. The article
also traced the origins of saucy lyrics in Bhojpuri songs not just
to the already-high sleaze quotient in its music, but also the ex-
hibition space where the �lms �rst became popular. The de-
crepit cinemas that began screening Bhojpuri movies in the
early 2000s had till then formed the exhibition sites for soft-
porn. The �lms contained an improbable duality — they could
scandalise through their songs even as their narrative re-
mained morally acceptable.

Mr. Kumar’s study harked back to a key question: What ex-
plains the rise of Bhojpuri cinema in the early years of the 21st
century? Here, Avijit Ghosh’s book Cinema Bhojpuri (2010)
provided an explanation by telling that the urban cinema of
the decade had an alienating in�uence on a section of the audi-
ence that could not identify with the “feel-good, upper-class,
urban-centric” Hindi cinema that was in vogue at that time.

The in�ection point here was Sasura Bada Paisawala
(2004), which grossed ₹9 crore as against a budget of just ₹30
lakh. This was followed by the success of Pandit Ji Batai Na
Biyah Kab Hoyee (2005) which earned more than 10 times its
budget of ₹60 lakh. With these two �lms, two singing stars
were born — Manoj Tiwari and Ravi Kishen. The ensuing boom
lasted for more than half a decade before, as Mr. Kumar points
out in his 2017 paper, the industry turned against itself, on ac-
count of the shifting balance between production and exhibi-
tion sectors.

As the nation marks 70 years of Independence, perhaps it’s
time to go beyond merely paying lip service to its diversity by
looking at the cinema of the peripheries through a more em-
pathetic lens?

Out of Bollywood’s
long shadow
Viewing the world of Bhojpuri cinema
through scholarly lens
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SINGLE FILE

Hari Narayan
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On Monday, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated a brand new
Parliament Annexe building that will
afford our lawmakers more space
and enable better functioning. In a
few years from now, we might actu-
ally need a new building for Parlia-
ment altogether due to the likely in-
crease in number of seats in both
Houses after the lifting of the freeze
imposed by the Constitution (Forty-
second Amendment) Act, 1976,
which is due in 2026. 

But more than the need for a new
building, the debate has to centre
around issues with constitutional di-
mensions of far-reaching importance
— how these additional seats will be
allocated to the States, and how to
address the concerns which necessit-
ated the freezing of the allocation of
seats on the basis of the 1971 Census
figures.

Frozen in time
According to Article 81 of the Consti-
tution — as it stood before the Consti-
tution (Forty-second Amendment)
Act, 1976 — the Lok Sabha was to
comprise of not more than 550 mem-
bers. Clause (2) of Article 81 provided
that for the purposes of sub-clause
(a) of clause (1), there shall be allotted
to each State a number of seats in the
House of the People in such manner
that the ratio between that number
and the population of the State is, so
far as practicable, the same for all
States. Further, clause (3) defined the
expression “population” for the pur-
poses of Article 81 to mean the popu-
lation as ascertained at the last pre-
ceding Census of which the relevant
figures have been published.

As result of this mandate, States
which took a lead in population con-
trol faced the prospect of their num-
ber of seats getting reduced and
States which had higher population
figures stood to gain by increase in
the number of seats in Lok Sabha. To
allay this apprehension, Section 15 of
the Constitution (Forty-second
Amendment) Act, 1976 effected a
freeze on the population figure with
reference to the 1971 Census (which
was 54.81 crore with a registered

electorate of 27.4 crore) for the pur-
poses of proviso to Article 81(3)(i) un-
til the relevant figures for the first
Census taken after the year 2000
have been published. Section 3 of the
Constitution (Eighty-fourth Amend-
ment), Act 2001 extended the dead-
line from 2000 to 2026.

As a result of the freezing of the al-
location of seats, the allocation done
on the basis of the 1971 Census con-
tinues hold good for the present pop-
ulation figures. According to the 2011
Census, the population of our coun-
try stands at 121 crore with a re-
gistered electorate of 83.41 crore.
Basing the 1971 Census figure of 54.81
crore to represent today’s population
presents a distorted version of our
democratic polity and is contrary to
what is mandated under Article 81 of
the Constitution. So when the first
Census figure will be available after
2026 — that is, in 2031 — a fresh de-
limitation will have to done which
will dramatically alter the present ar-

rangement of seat allocation to the
States in Parliament.

Before addressing the problem of
accommodating the increase in num-
bers, there are more important ques-
tions which require to be debated
and answers found. First, the con-
cerns expressed by the States in 1976
which necessitated the freezing of
seat allocation on the basis of 1971
population figures would appear to
hold good even today and have to be
addressed to the satisfaction of all
stakeholders. 

The second question that has to be
addressed, which is equally if not
more important, is how the Presid-
ing Officers of the Houses/Legis-
latures will deal with such a large
number of members jostling with
each other to capture the attention
of the Speaker to raise issues in the
House. Even with the current
strength of 543 members, the
Speaker finds it extremely difficult to
conduct the proceedings of the

House. Members do not show much
heed to the entreaties of the Speaker,
thereby making smooth conduct of
House proceedings a difficult affair.
The Speaker’s directions and rulings
are not shown proper respect, and
disruptions of proceedings aggravate
the problem. The sudden increase in
numbers will render the task of the
Speaker more difficult and onerous.

Third, the Zero Hour, Question
Hour and the raising matters of ur-
gent public importance, which are
warp and woof our democratic fab-
ric, will be subjected to severe strain
because the 60-odd minutes which
are available in the morning before
the normal legislative business of the
House begins will require our Parlia-
ment and Legislatures to sit for a
longer duration each day during the
session as well as have more number
of sittings in a year than at present.

While 2026 is still a few years
away, if we do not start a debate now
on how to deal with the problems
that are likely to arise, we will be
forced to postpone the lifting of the
freeze to a future date as was done in
2001. This will only postpone the
problem for which we must find a
solution sooner or later. Even the
various proposals for electoral re-
forms which have been recommen-
ded by various Commissions over the
past decade do not address these is-
sues. These are challenges which our
political leaders have to address in
the immediate future.

T.K. Viswanathan was Union Law Secretary,
Secretary General of the Lok Sabha and
Consultant to President Pranab Mukherjee

The time has come to grapple with the implications of the freeze on parliamentary seats and seat
allocations to States being lifted in 2026

The dilemmas of delimitation

T.K. Viswanathan
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In a significant development, India has de-
cided to provide a financial assistance of
$5,00,000 (₹3.2 crore) to the Philippines to
aid its fight against the Islamic State (IS)-affili-
ated terror groups in the troubled Mindanao
province. This is the first time India is send-
ing aid to another nation to help it fight ter-
rorism, thereby becoming an important
marker in New Delhi’s attempts to burnish
its credentials as an emerging security pro-
vider to the wider Asian region.

For a long time, India has been trying to
convince the world that it remains one of the
worst victims of terrorism. But its focus has
largely been on Pakistan’s use of terrorism as
an instrument of state policy. And where In-
dia viewed Pakistan as the epicentre of ter-
rorism, the world remained reluctant to put
adequate pressure on a nation that was seen
as a close ally in its ‘war against terrorism’.
However, under the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, India has taken a tough stand on
Pakistan’s support for terrorism by under-
scoring its concerns at various international
fora. In this context, India’s support to Ma-
nila shows a new-found sense of urgency in
standing shoulder to shoulder with other vic-
tims of terror, even when the source of the
problem is different.

Recapturing Marawi
The siege of Marawi, about 800 km south of
the capital Manila, began in May when the
Philippine security forces launched an of-
fensive to capture Isnilon Hapilon, leader of
the IS-affiliated Abu Sayyaf group. Despite
the military offensive, militants remain in
control of Marawi which they view as key to
their efforts to create an IS province. The ci-
vilian toll has been rising, with more than
500 people killed and nearly 4,00,000 civil-
ians displaced. Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte has taken a hard line, vowing to
“crush” the militants and declaring martial
law over the entire southern Philippines. Yet,
the end of the conflict is not in sight.

India has expressed its concerns at the
situation and used this crisis to enhance its
anti-terror and deradicalisation partnership
with the Philippines. India is also conducting
cybersecurity training for the Philippine se-
curity forces, focusing on deradicalisation.
And with this financial aid, India has
emerged as the largest donor in efforts to
contain the crisis. 

China has provided 15 million pesos (ap-
proximately $3,00,000) in aid compared to
India’s 25 million pesos ($5,00,000). With

the recent fall of Mosul and the fight for
Raqqa intensifying by the day, there are sug-
gestions that the days of the IS in its current
shape are numbered. The IS of today may
appear to be a pale shadow of its past men-
ace when at its peak, since the end of 2014
through 2015, it controlled territory compris-
ing roughly 1,10,000 sq. km, across both
Syria and Iraq. But the underlying forces that
gave rise to its emergence in West Asia re-
main as potent as ever and the ideological at-
traction of its ideology shows no sign of fad-
ing. In many ways, it is imperative for India
to take a more proactive role in the global
struggle against the IS.

India’s engagement with the Philippines is
also key to underscoring its growing role in
Southeast Asia where China’s rise has
already created serious challenges for the
wider region. The regional states are looking
at external balancers at a time when Amer-
ica’s commitment to regional security has
come under a scanner under the Donald

Trump ad-
ministration.
The regional
security ar-
chitecture
there is un-
der strain as
China’s di-
vide-and-rule
policy has
made it diffi-
cult for re-
gional states
to put up a
united front.
Many states

have suggested that India needs to play a lar-
ger role. As India and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) celebrate
25 years of their partnership this year, it is a
politically opportune moment to upgrade In-
dia’s regional profile.

The Philippines has also been trying to re-
calibrate its ties with China, under stress be-
cause of a suit brought by Manila to the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration in The Hague
challenging Beijing’s claim to almost all of
the South China Sea. Though Manila won the
case last year, it has not been able to push
Beijing to moderate its stance on the mari-
time dispute. Meanwhile, Mr. Duterte visited
China last October and signed deals worth
$24 billion in infrastructure investment and
loan pledges. India cannot easily match Chi-
na’s growing economic profile but it has
other means to build partnership with a very
important region in its foreign policy matrix.
The recent outreach to Manila is an import-
ant step in that direction. Hopefully, it won’t
be the last.

Harsh V. Pant is a distinguished fellow at Observer
Research Foundation, New Delhi and professor of
international relations at King’s College London

The Manila envelope
India’s �nancial aid to the Philippines to �ght the Islamic
State signals a reworking of its Asean outreach

Harsh V. Pant
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Gold standard
Economics

A monetary system where
the supply of money in the
economy was fully backed
by gold. Under this sys-
tem, citizens could freely
exchange their currency
notes for gold at the cent-
ral bank. Most of the world
was under the gold stand-
ard until 1914, with each
currency being defined as
a particular weight of gold.
Since they were essentially
units of weight, the ex-
change rates among cur-
rencies were naturally
fixed under the gold stand-
ard. For instance, the
pound sterling which was
defined as 1/4th of a gold
ounce was always ex-
changed for five U.S. dol-
lars which was defined as
1/20th of a gold ounce.
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FROM PAGE ONE

“No other party will be in
power in 2019...No one has
the capability to take on
Narendra Modi in the 2019
general election”, Mr. Ku-
mar said, while addressing
journalists at his official res-
idence in Patna. Asked
about Mr. Rahul Gandhi,
who earlier had said he
knew for the last 3-4 months
that he [Nitish] would come
out of the grand alliance
government in Bihar, he
said, “when he knew why
did he meet me then?”

On his break-up with the
RJD, Mr. Kumar reiterated:
“I chose not to compromise
with corruption which I
have never done in my ca-
reer.” 

When it was pointed out

that in 2014 he said he
would prefer to be finished
with the BJP, Mr. Kumar
said, “it was said during
those days…in a different
context…you can quote my
earlier statements to annoy
me …you keep doing it.”
But, what about his national
ambition now? “Serving a
State like Bihar is doing a na-
tional service…my party is a
regional party and I’ll keep
serving the people of Bi-
har”, he said.

Asked if his party would
join the NDA government at
the Centre, Mr. Kumar said,
“The national executive
committee meeting of my
party will be held in Patna
on August 19 and we’ll take
a decision only after that.” 

No challenger to
Modi in 2019: Nitish

In his reply around 6 p.m. at
the end of the debate, Mr.
Rijiju sought to counter the
charge that there was a
spurt in attacks on Muslims
and Dalits after the NDA gov-
ernment came to power.

He said he could relate
many incidents of 2014 and
earlier – under Congress-led
governments – when there
were such attacks on minor-
ities, mentioning a riot in a
village of Maharashtra on
March 17, 2014, over the al-
leged carrying of beef.

“Did the then Prime Min-
ister ever condemn such in-
cidents? Did you ever make
it an issue?” he sought to
know.

Midway through Mr.
Rijiju’s reply, Congress and
Left MPs staged a walkout.

Mr. Rijiju then furnished
statistics: Kerala recorded
most incidents of communal
violence in 2014; Uttar Pra-
desh, followed by Telangana
and Karnataka, in 2015; and
U.P., followed by West
Bengal and Kerala, in 2016.

All-India Trinamool Con-
gress MPs protested, to
which Mr. Rijiju said the fig-

ures were sent by State
governments.

Mr. Rijiju also gave statist-
ics of violence against Dalits
over the years, saying that
till 2016, the highest num-
ber of atrocities had been in
U.P., followed by Bihar, Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh.

He also claimed that
States where recent lynch-
ings happened took prompt
action, with FIRs being filed
and arrests being made,
mentioning details about
Rajasthan, Haryana and
other places. 

When Saugata Roy of the
AITC sought to know how
some of the accused got bail
so soon, Mr. Rijiju asked him
whether he wanted the gov-
ernment to interfere in the
court’s work too.

Earlier, as the first
speaker from the BJP,
Hukumdev Narayan Yadav
quoted socialist leader Ram
Manohar Lohia to say that
Indian Muslims were
“former Hindus” and they
should keep this in mind
and respect Hindu customs
too.

It’s for States to end
lynchings: Centre

In a joint letter to its em-
ployees, Snapdeal’s two co-
founders Kunal Bahl and Ro-
hit Bansal said a lot of time
and effort has gone into the
process from all parti-
cipants, leading to intense
speculations and uncer-
tainty for the team, partners
and shareholders.

“And now it is time to fi-
nally put an end to this saga.
We will be continuing the
Snapdeal journey as an in-
dependent company,” they
said, adding that the com-
pany will now pursue a new
direction — Snapdeal 2.0.

Mr. Bahl and Mr. Bansal
are betting on money made
from the sale of assets such
as Freecharge to be finan-
cially “self sustainable”
without the need to raise ad-
ditional funds. Snapdeal
had last week sold
Freecharge to Axis Bank for

₹385 crore, over 80% lower
than what the firm had ori-
ginally paid to acquire the
payment wallet business in
2015. However, the founders
are confident of achieving
gross profit of over ₹150 in
the next 12 months.

The company’s largest in-
vestor Softbank, which was
pushing for the deal with
Flipkart, said in a statement
that they respect the de-
cision and “look forward to
the results of the Snapdeal
2.0 strategy, and to remain-
ing invested in the vibrant
Indian e-commerce space”.

The move could have im-
plications on its staff
strength and trigger a shift
in its managements ap-
proach, including the induc-
tion of professionals in key
roles. The company cur-
rently employs around
1,200 people.

Snapdeal wants no
deal with Flipkart

The Janata Dal(U), which last
week broke its alliance with
the Rashtriya Janata Dal and
the Congress in Bihar, will
nevertheless vote for the Op-
position’s candidate in the
vice-presidential election,
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, on
Saturday.

JD(U) spokesperson K.C.
Tyagi told The Hindu that a
commitment was made to
Mr. Gandhi before the break-
up of the grand alliance, and
therefore, the party would
not back out on that. 

“We have informed the
BJP of the same,” he said.

Nitish’s choice
Significantly, Mr. Gandhi was
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s choice for the Op-
position’s presidential can-
didate as well, but the Con-
gress persuaded other
parties in the 18-party group-
ing to support former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar. 

The JD(U) had supported
the NDA’s candidate and cur-
rent President, Ram Nath
Kovind, in the poll.

Mr. Tyagi said the MPs be-
longing to the JD(U) in both
Houses of Parliament have
been instructed to support
the NDA on all other issues. 

Significantly, JD(U) MPs,

Ali Anwar and M.P. Veer-
endra Kumar, have ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with
the tie-up with the BJP. So
has the party’s founding
president and senior leader
Sharad Yadav.

Against mandate: Sharad
Mr. Sharad Yadav on Monday

broke his silence on his
party’s alliance with the BJP
in Bihar by declaring it as be-
ing “against the mandate”
given to it by the people.

Mr. Yadav had maintained
a studied silence since last
week’s events that saw Mr.
Kumar break the grand alli-
ance. 

Speaking to presspersons
outside Parliament, he said,
“I don’t agree with the de-
cision in Bihar. The mandate
by the people was not for
this.” Sources told The Hindu
that RJD chief Lalu Prasad
has had “two rounds of talks
with Sharadji and asked him
to join him”.

Not in the loop
Mr. Sharad Yadav has been
upset over the fact that Mr.
Kumar effected the break
with the Mahagathbandhan
and the tie-up with the BJP
without keeping him in the
loop, and encouraging him
to talk to the Opposition
parties on issues of common
concern. 

Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley spoke to Mr. Ya-
dav but in the absence of a
clear road map on what his
role could be in the NDA, he
was not mollified and has
been tweeting on various is-
sues calling the Central gov-
ernment to account. 

JD(U) to vote for Gopal Gandhi
Party says its commitment to do so was made before the break-up of the grand alliance in Bihar

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Four days after becoming
Chief Minister of the new
coalition of JD(U) and NDA,
Nitish Kumar on Monday
effected a major reshuffle
in bureaucracy and police
by changing posts of 28 IAS
officers and 42 IPS officers.

While district magis-
trates of six districts were
changed, 13 superintend-
ent of police rank officials
were also altered in the re-
shuffle, according to a
notification.

ELSN Bala Prasad, an
IAS officer of 1986 batch,
has been transfered from
the post of Principal Sec-
retary to Governor to Com-
missioner for Depart-
mental Inquiries under
General Administration de-
partment. Principal Secret-
ary Home Amir Subhani, a
1987 batch officer, has been
given additional charge of
Minority Welfare
department.

Nitish rejigs
bureaucracy,
police 
Press Trust of India 

Patna

BJP president Amit Shah said
here on Monday that he
would continue as party
president, brushing aside
speculation that he would
join the Narendra Modi Cab-
inet as he filed nomination
papers for the Rajya Sabha
election. 

There is “no question” of
resigning from the party’s
top post, Mr. Shah told
presspersons at the BJP
headquarters here on the
concluding day of his three-
day organisational tour of
the Uttar Pradesh capital.

‘Satisfied with my work’
“I am satisfied and pleased
with my work, and am dis-

charging my responsibilities
with full dedication. You
please don’t push me out,”
Mr. Shah said.

He also said that U.P.
Deputy Chief Minister Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya would

continue with his job in the
State amid speculation that
the BJP wanted to avoid a
byelection in Phulpur, Mr.
Maurya’s Lok Sabha seat.

The BJP chief dismissed al-
legations that his party was

orchestrating rifts in Opposi-
tion parties by buying out or
luring their legislators.

“All those who joined the
BJP during elections had to
get the people’s mandate be-
fore entering the House. We
did not try to break any
party through misuse of gov-
ernment. This is not the In-
dira Gandhi pattern,” Mr.
Shah said.

Specifically responding to
questions of the political
shift in Bihar, where the
Janata Dal(U) formed a gov-
ernment in alliance with the
BJP after abandoning the
RJD, Mr. Shah said Nitish Ku-
mar decided to part ways
with Lalu Prasad’s party over
the issue of corruption and
that the BJP “did not break

any party”. “You can’t force
him to continue with the RJD
at gunpoint,” Mr. Shah said.

Mr. Shah also asked why
the Congress had “locked
up” its Gujarat MLAs in a re-
sort in Karnataka even as the
party had a government in
the State.

A couple of hours after the
BJP president addressed the
press conference, three Op-
position party MLCs who
had resigned from their
posts on Saturday joined the
BJP.

Former Samajwadi Party
MLCs Bukkal Nawab and
Yashwant Singh, and former
BSP MLC Thakur Jaiveer
Singh were inducted by Mr.
Maurya, even as Mr. Shah
was still in the building.

Not quitting party post, says Amit Shah 
Brushes aside speculation that he will join the Modi Cabinet, says he is satis�ed with his work

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

Future plans: BJP chief Amit Shah with U.P. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath at the party o�ce in Lucknow. * RAJEEV BHATT

Trouble may be brewing for
Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan with his contro-
versial statement terming
the brutal Bulandshahr gan-
grape a “political conspir-
acy” coming back to haunt
him.

Appearing before a Bench
led by Justice Dipak Misra,
Attorney-General K.K.
Venugopal highlighted that
Mr. Khan had not mended
his ways even after tendering
an apology to the Supreme
Court and was recently
booked for sedition for al-
legedly making statements
against the Army. 

‘Atrocious’ statement
The Attorney-General said
by calling the brutal crime a
political conspiracy, Mr.
Khan chose to brand the vic-
tims — a woman and her 14-
year-old daughter — as “li-

ars”. Mr. Venugopal, who
was called by the Bench to
assist the court, said the “at-
rocious” statement made by
Mr. Khan, as a serving minis-
ter in Uttar Pradesh, was ac-
tually a message to the po-
lice to close its investigation.

The Attorney-General sub-
mitted that this had certainly
amounted to an obstruction
of justice punishable under
Section 186 (obstructing

public servant in discharge
of public functions) of the In-
dian Penal Code.

“He was actually directing
the police with his statement
to close the matter... fortu-
nately, the CBI took over the
case,” Mr. Venugopal
submitted.

When the court reminded
Mr. Venugopal that Mr. Khan
had apologised for his
words, the top government
law officer retorted: “His
apology does not express
remorse”.

At this juncture, senior ad-
vocate Harish Salve, the
court's amicus curiae, sub-
mitted that the court
“should set the principle
that people who hold consti-
tutional offices should not
shoot from the hip like this”.

The court told Mr. Salve, if
required, to file an applica-
tion before it to initiate crim-
inal action against Mr. Khan.

The discussion dominated

a court hearing originally
meant for framing questions
of law on issue whether a
high functionary of a State,
like a government minister,
can make comments which
potentially create distrust in
the minds of victims of a
crime about the fairness of
the ongoing investigation.

Senior advocate Fali Nar-
iman, another amicus curiae
in the case, submitted that a
law like a ‘Civil Rights Act’
should be framed to em-
power citizens to agitate
their fundamental rights in
court against violation by
other private individuals or
corporates.

He said the fundamental
rights enshrined in Part
Three of the Constitution
provides remedy against vi-
olations by the State but not
against fellow citizens or
private bodies. 

Next hearing is on Octo-
ber 5. 

‘Unrepentant’ Azam faces A-G’s wrath
Court debates need for law to protect citizens from violations by private individuals

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Azam Khan

The Supreme Court on
Monday said a government
decision favouring a com-
mercial roll-out of genetic-
ally modified (GM) mustard
seeds will not go
unchallenged.

A Bench led by Chief
Justice of India J.S. Khehar
prima facie noted that the
court would hear pleas high-
lighting the health hazards
involved in case the govern-
ment frames a policy favour-
ing the release of GM mus-
tard seeds into the market.
In short, such a policy
would have to survive judi-
cial scrutiny.

The court conveyed this
to the government when Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
P.S. Narasimha said a policy
decision on whether to com-

mercially roll-out GM mus-
tard is expected to be taken
by September 2017.

Hearing before sowing
The court said it would hear
the case before the sowing
season starts in October,
that is, if the government
policy is in favour of a com-
mercial release of GM seeds.

In the previous hearing,
the court on Monday had

asked the government to
take the initiative and in-
junct itself from embarking
on any project or commer-
cial release of GM mustard
crops, which may have an
“impact in the future”.

The Bench had urged that
an injunction order should
be passed — either by the
court or by the government
— if it was found that GM
mustard affected the health
and lives with impact spread
over to future generations.

The government had then
responded that discussions
and studies were still on
about the large number of
representations received
from the public and sci-
entific bodies about the GM
mustard. Any planting of the
genetically modified seeds
would happen only after a fi-
nal decision was taken. 

Roll-out of GM mustard
will be challenged, says SC
Policy on commercial release will face judicial scrutiny

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the
Medical Council of India
(MCI) if colour blindness
is a bar for admission to
MBBS courses.

A Bench led by Justice
Dipak Misra sought an
answer after an expert
panel appointed by the
court recommended an
end to the decades-old
bar against colour-blind
candidates.

“We direct senior
advocate Vikas Singh to
take instruction as to
whether the students
who have scored high-
ranking marks in the
medical entrance
examination can be
admitted into MBBS
course or not,” the
Bench recorded in an
order.

Seeks time
Mr. Singh, appearing for
the MCI, asked for time
till the general body
meeting of the MCI to
take a decision in this
regard.

Even in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test, he said, there is no
colour blindness test
and students can write
the examination, and
after qualifying can take
any medical stream of
their choice.

K.V. Vishwanathan,
counsel who has been
assisting the court, said
India was perhaps the
only country where
colour-blind people
were denied admission
in medical colleges.

Mr. Vishwanathan
said colour blindness
was not considered a
reason for rejection in
countries such as the
U.S. and the U.K.

Of colour
blindness
and MBBS
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Maharashtra will make ne-
cessary changes to its school
textbooks to remove all ref-
erences allegedly showing
former Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi in poor light, Educa-
tion Minister Vinod Tawde
said on Monday. 

Replying to a demand
raised under rule 289 in the
Upper House of the As-
sembly on Monday, Mr.
Tawde said government ac-
knowledged the feelings of
the members of the House. 

“We will convey suitably
to the textbook bureau
about the sentiments of the
members regarding this is-
sue,” Mr. Tawde said. 

The issue was raised by
Congress MLC Sanjay Dutt,
who claimed that there exis-
ted ‘defamatory’ references
to the two former Prime
Ministers in textbooks

meant for standard ninth in
the State School Board. The
chapter in the Maharashtra
Board’s History and Political
Science textbooks mention
both their names in refer-
ence to the infamous Bofors
scandal controversy, he al-
leged. “These references are
an attempt to show the two
leaders in poor light and
must be immediately re-
moved,” Mr. Dutt said. The
demand was supported by
most members of the House
and acknowledged by the
Education Minister. 

The Youth Congress has
been leading a string of
protests across the State on
the issue. The Congress had
also earlier demanded resig-
nation of the Minister on the
issue alleging that the BJP
government is trying to
change the history of the
country and trying to show
Gandhi family in a poor
light. 

Maharashtra to remove
remarks on Indira, Rajiv 

Defamatory references in textbooks

special correspondent 

Mumbai

Ustad Hussain Sayeeduddin
Dagar, maestro and cus-
todian of the venerable
Dhrupad tradition of
Hindustani classical music
and a member of the emin-
ent Dagar family, passed
away in Pune late on Sunday
night after a brief illness. He
was 78. 

Known affectionately to
his legions of disciples and
admirers as Saeed bhai, the
maestro was born in Alwar
in Rajasthan in 1939 and was
the youngest among the
eight famous Dagar brothers
– all exponents of the an-
cient, complex and elabor-
ate Dhrupad tradition.

The renowned brothers
were the grandsons of the le-
gendary Zakiruddin and
Allabande Khan Dagar, and
the entire family is fre-

quently credited with being
the curators who preserved
the oldest known form of
North Indian classical music
from which much of the ex-
tant Indian classical music is
said to have been originated.

Ustad Sayeeduddin came
to Pune in 1984 and had
been residing in the city’s
bustling Karvenagar-Ko-
thrud area, staying at a num-
ber of houses for several
years as he awaited the State
government to allot him a

permanent one. A gentle,
uncomplaining man, he
mildly rued having to shift
houses as he could not ac-
commodate his ever-grow-
ing number of disciples from
the country and abroad. He
frequently visited Benares to
grace the Dhrupad festival
held there.

His older brothers include
Ustad Nasir Moinuddin,
Nasir Aminuddin Dagar
(known as the ‘elder’ Dagar
brothers), Nasir Zahiruddin
and Nasir Faiyazuddin Dagar
(called the ‘junior’ Dagar
brothers).

The contribution of the
Dagar family through 20
generations of Dhrupad ex-
ponents is all the more re-
markable given the slow
death of this form following
Independence and the ex-
tinction of a musically-in-
formed aristocracy. 

Saeed Bhai was the youngest of the eight Dagar brothers

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune 

Ustad Hussain Sayeeduddin
Dagar *

Dhrupad maestro Ustad
Sayeeduddin Dagar dies 

The Rashtriya Janata Dal
on Monday demanded Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s resignation as he
was an accused in a 1991
murder case and therefore
cannot hold office. 

Senior RJD leader and
former party MP Jag-
danand Singh played a
video clip in which Radhe
Shyam Singh, brother of
Sitaram Singh who was
killed in November 1991
during the Barh Lok Sabha
by-poll allegedly by Mr. Nit-
ish Kumar and others, is
heard describing the incid-
ent. Addressing journalists
at the party office, Mr
Singh, State RJD chief
Ramchandra Purve and
other leaders charged that
“Nitish Kumar has been the
biggest patron of criminals
in the State.”“Why did Nit-
ish Kumar not order a
speedy trial in the murder
case,” they asked. 

Nitish cannot
be CM, must
quit: RJD
Special Correspondent

Patna
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From lessons on governance
and public relations to per-
sonality development, the
Bengaluru resort in which
they are staying turned into
a school of sorts for the 42
Congress legislators from
Gujarat.

The legislators have been
flown here as the party is
desperate to keep its flock
together ahead of the Rajya
Sabha elections in Gujarat
on August 8.

The MLAs, staying at
Eagleton Golf Resort on the
outskirts of the city for the
past three days, had four-
hour orientation classes by
trainers from the AICC-run
Delhi-based Jawaharlal
Nehru Leadership Institute
( JNLI). The team of trainers
was led by its joint director,
Suresh Sharma.

Sealed premises
On Monday, rumours were
rife that a team of BJP lead-
ers from Gujarat had landed
in Bengaluru to win the
Congress MLAs over. In the
wake of this scare, they are
likely to be shifted to an-
other “safe location” out-

side Bengaluru. 
However, Karnataka En-

ergy Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar denied any such plan,
and said: “Not even an in-
sect can enter the resort
and the legislators are safe

there. There are no plans to
shift them out.”

“The objective of the ori-
entation programme was to
train the legislators on the
ideology of the party and
arm them with information
to counter the BJP’s propa-
ganda. While they were im-
parted basic lessons on vot-
ing pattern and cross voting
and other issues, they were
also coached on the
strategies to be adopted for
the next elections and how
to connect with the com-
mon man and social func-
tionaries,” D.K. Suresh,
Bengaluru Rural MP, told
The Hindu.

MLAs stay put in
Bengaluru resort
Rumours rife of BJP plan to lure them

Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

Relaxed pace: Gujarat MLAs at a resort on the outskirts of
Bengaluru. * SAMPATH KUMAR G.P.

<> Not even an insect

can enter the resort

and legislators are

safe. There are no

plans to shift them

D.K. Shivakumar

Karnataka Minister

Congress members on
Monday forced a brief ad-
journment of the Rajya
Sabha proceedings on allega-
tions that the Gujarat police
were abducting and threat-
ening the party MLAs in the
State in view of the coming
election to the Upper House.

Madhusudan Mistry (Con-
gress) raised the issue, al-
leging that the party MLAs
were being abducted. It was
alleged that the Congress
MLAs were being offered
money.

Chair’s view 
However, disallowing Mr.
Mistry’s notice under Rule
267, Deputy Chairman P.J.
Kurien said the same issue
had been taken up for dis-
cussion last Friday.

Minister of State for Parlia-

mentary Affairs Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi accused the Con-
gress of holding hostage its
own MLAs in a holiday resort
in Karnataka even as the
people in Gujarat were suf-
fering from the floods. 

The Minister said the gov-

ernment was ready for the
discussion.

However, several Congress
members gathered in the
well of the House shouting
slogans against what they
termed “murder of demo-
cracy.” Some BJP members

also came forward raising
slogans in response.

Stating that by slogan
shouting they would achieve
nothing, and that they
should not obstruct other
members during Zero Hour,
Mr. Kurien asked for a separ-

ate notice for the discussion.
However, the Congress mem-
bers did not relent. 

Congress charge
BJP Ministers are always
ready to rush to different
parts of the country to “en-

gineer defections”, but were
failing to fulfil their “Raj
Dharma” by coming to the
aid of the flood-affected,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader
of the Opposition in the Ra-
jya Sabha, said outside
Parliament.

Gujarat �nds an echo in Rajya Sabha
Congress members force a brief adjournment, say Gujarat police were abducting and threatening party MLAs 

Seeking answers: Opposition members protesting in the
Well of Rajya Sabha on Monday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The government faced em-
barrassment in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday as many
MPs from the ruling BJP
were missing when a Bill
granting constitutional
status to the Other Backward
Castes (OBC) Commission
came up for amendment. 

The Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-Third
Amendment) Bill to grant
constitutional status to the
National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC) is
close to the heart of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the absentee parliamentari-
ans are learnt to have drawn
his ire. Mr. Modi sought the
list of all those MPs, an offi-
cial said. 

Earlier, Mr. Modi had
slammed the Opposition
parties for stalling the Bill,
which gives the Commission
the power to investigate

complaints and powers equi-
valent to that of a civil court. 

The Opposition slammed
the government for not “mo-
bilising the members,” as the
House discussed the Bill for
over 6 hours. 

Leader of Opposition Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad said, “It’s
your [government] job to
muster support,” as only 126
MPs, majority from the Op-
position benches were
present in the 245-member
strong House. 

Panel composition
The Bill, already cleared by
the Lok Sabha, was passed in
the Rajya Sabha on Monday
without Clause-III, regarding
the composition of the com-
mittee. Congress MPs Digvi-
jaya Singh, B.K. Hariprasad
and Hussain Dalwai moved
an amendment to Clause III
that a woman from the back-
ward community and a
member from the minority

community be included in
the OBC Commission. When
the amendment was put to
vote, it received 74 votes and
52 MPs voted against it. 

Treasury and Opposition
Benches were locked in a de-
bate about the validity of the
amendment moved by Mr.
Singh as a two-thirds major-
ity was required for the
amendment to be adopted.
To find a way out, the pro-
ceedings were suspended for
10 minutes. 

“For amended clause, all
of you [MPs] should vote to-
gether, then only the Bill will
carry, otherwise it will col-
lapse,” Deputy Chairman,
Rajya Sabha, P.J. Kurien said.

Finding itself on a sticky
wicket, Leader of the House
Arun Jaitley accused the Op-
position of stalling the Bill. 

P. Chidambaram of the
Congress said the amend-
ment doesn’t “destroy the
Bill” but “strengthens it.” 

Mr. Jaitley said there was
already a women’s commis-
sion and a minority commis-
sion and the OBC Commis-
sion’s formula was the same
as the SC/ST Commission
brought by the UPA govern-
ment in 2004. 

Social Justice Minister
Thaawarchand Gehlot, while
moving the Bill, assured the
members that the power of
the States to add or drop the
names of OBCs would not be
encroached upon. 

Govt. left red-faced in Upper House
Many BJP MPs were missing when OBC Bill was taken up for amendment

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi 

Thawar Chand Gehlot

The government has
ordered State-run oil com-
panies to raise the price of
subsidised cooking gas (LPG)
by ₹4 a cylinder every
month to eliminate all sub-
sidies by March next year,
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Dharmendra Pra-
dhan said on Monday.

The government had pre-
viously asked Indian Oil,
Bharat Petroleum and
Hindustan Petroleum to
raise rates of subsidised do-
mestic LPG by ₹2 a 14.2-kg
cylinder per month (exclud-
ing VAT).

Now, the quantum has
been doubled to bring down
the subsidy to nil, he said in
a written reply in the Lok
Sabha here.

“Public sector oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) were
authorised to increase the

price of the subsidised do-
mestic LPG cylinder by ₹2
per cylinder (14.2 kg) per
month (excluding VAT) with
effect from July 1, 2016,” the
Minister said.

Oil companies had hiked
rates on 10 occasions since
that go-ahead.

“The government vide its
order dated May 30, 2017,
has again authorised OMCs
to continue to increase the
effective price of subsidised
domestic LPG by ₹4 per cyl-
inder effective June 1,
2017till the reduction of gov-
ernment subsidy to ‘nil’, or
till March 2018, or till further
orders, whichever is earli-
est,” he said.

Oil companies have raised
rates twice since then, the
last being on July 1 when
rates were up by a steep ₹32
per cylinder — the steepest
increase in six years. This
hike reflected the higher tax
rates under the GST regime.

LPG prices to be hiked by
₹4 every month: Minister 
Centre aims to end all subsidies by March 2018

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

IN PARLIAMENT

The Opposition Congress on
Monday said in the Rajya
Sabha that Raj Babbar, party
MP, was injured in a police
action against villagers
protesting against the de-
molition of houses in
Ambedkar Nagar district of

Uttar Pradesh. Raising the is-
sue through a notice under
Rule 267 that seeks setting
aside of the day’s business to
take up discussion, Congress
leader Pramod Tiwari al-
leged that force was used
against the protesting villa-
gers. Mr. Babbar was injured
and unable to attend Parlia-

ment proceedings, he said
Deputy Chairman P.J.

Kurien said if the member
had a complaint, he could
give a privilege notice. Mr.
Tiwari was joined by other
Congress members in rais-
ing the issue of security of
Mr. Babbar, who is sitting on
dharna at the protest site. 

Raj Babbar injured in police
action in U.P., Congress tells RS
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Centre on Monday in-
formed Parliament that it
did not accept requests for a
rebate in customs duty on
equipment imported to
manufacture mobile
phones, including iPhone. 

“... the requests regarding
rebate in customs duty on
import of equipment were
examined and the same
were not accepted ...” Com-
merce Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman informed the
Lok Sabha in a written reply.

Foreign investment up to
100% is permitted for a com-
pany engaged in the busi-
ness of manufacturing mo-
bile phones. However, the
government received repres-
entations seeking conces-
sions on 30% local sourcing
of components and duty ex-
emption on manufacturing
and repair units, compon-
ents, capital equipment and
consumables, the Minister
said. 

As regards local sourcing
requirement, she said that in
the case of “state-of-art” and
“cutting-edge technology”,
sourcing norms could be re-
laxed subject to government
approval. However, to pro-
mote domestic manufactur-
ing capacities and value ad-
dition, this relaxation would
be valid for three years from
the opening of the first store,
and thereafter, such entities
would be required to meet
the domestic sourcing

norms, she said. 
The Minister was re-

sponding to a question
whether some foreign com-
panies are making efforts to
set up iPhone and other
manufacturing units in In-
dia, and if they are demand-
ing to end the condition of
30% local sourcing of com-
ponent and rebate in cus-
toms duty on import of
equipment. 

Grounds for denial
The Minister said requests
regarding rebate in customs
duty on import of equip-
ment were not accepted on
the grounds including that
nil basic customs duty, nil
excise duty/countervailing
duties (except for charger,
battery and speaker) and nil
special additional duty had
already been prescribed for
components and accessories
and sub-parts for manufac-
ture of parts, for the final
manufacture of mobile
phones /tablet computers. 

‘For state-of-art technology, sourcing norms can be relaxed’ 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Apple has started local
manufacturing of iPhone.

Rejected Apple’s demand
for duty rebate: Centre 

New o�ces: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the inauguration of the Parliament House Annexe
extension building in New Delhi on Monday. The new structure will house o�ces of various
parliamentary committees. * SANDEEP SAXENA
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More room for Parliament

₹20,000 crore allotted
for Ganga project: Uma
NEW DELHI

The government has

allocated ₹20,000 crore for

the Namami Gange

Programme and a timeline

has been set to complete 163

associated projects such as

sewerage infrastructure and

ghat cleaning, Union Minister

Uma Bharti told the Rajya

Sabha on Monday. She was

replying to a supplementary

question by K.T. Tulsi during

Question Hour. PTI

IN BRIEF

Will probe use of liquid
nitrogen in food: Centre
NEW DELHI

The government will

investigate addition of liquid

nitrogen in food and drinks

served in some restaurants if

it gets any such information,

Environment Minister Harsh

Vardhan said in the Rajya

Sabha on Monday. In one

incident in April in Gurgaon, a

man who drank a cocktail

with liquid nitrogen at a pub

developed a hole in his

stomach. PTI

₹1,500 cr. transactions
on BHIM app so far
NEW DELHI

The BHIM app, that aims to

make payments through

mobile phones, has logged 2

crore downloads and

transactions amounting to

nearly ₹1,500 crore, IT

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad

said in the Rajya Sabha on

Monday. To a mention made

by Samajwadi Party member

Jaya Bachchan during Zero

Hour, Mr. Prasad said over 2

crore people had been trained

on digital payments.

Aadhaar not must for
MGNREGA, says Minister
NEW DELHI

Nearly nine crore Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee Act

card holders have been linked

to Aadhaar, the government

said in the Rajya Sabha on

Monday. Rural Development

Minister Narendra Singh

Tomar said that of the 12

crore people holding job

cards, 10.5 crore could be

considered active workers. He

clarified that Aadhaar was not

mandatory for job allocations. 

A Bill that makes eviction
of overstaying Members of
Parliament, dignitaries and
bureaucrats from their offi-
cial premises “smooth,
speedy and time-bound”,
was introduced in the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

Union Minister Rao In-
derjit Singh introduced the
Public Premises (Eviction
of Unauthorised Occu-
pants) Amendment Bill,
2017, as the existing provi-
sions allow the unauthor-
ised occupants to stay for
years in some cases by re-
sorting to various methods.

The Bill provides powers
to estate officials to start
summary eviction of
people from the resid-
ences, which is given to
them on licence basis,
within three days of their
overstay.

It says the estate officer
does not have to follow the
elaborate procedures pre-
scribed under the existing
law, before passing the
eviction order.

Bill proposes
eviction in
three days
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Gujarat Chief Secretary J.N.
Singh on Monday submitted
a report to the Election
Commission, days after the
Congress appealed to the
poll panel to ensure free and
fair Rajya Sabha polls in the
State and accused the BJP of
“engineering” defection of
its MLAs.

As directed by the EC, Mr.
Singh submitted his report

Commissioner A.K. Joti in
Delhi on July 29 following
the resignation of six MLAs
of the party in Gujarat.

Meanwhile, the ‘None Of
The Above’ (NOTA) option
will be available to the MLAs
in the election. “As per the
directions by the ECI in
2013, the NOTA option will
be printed on the ballot
paper,” said the Secretary,
Gujarat Assembly, D.M.
Patel.

by 5 p.m. He said as per the
instructions of the poll
panel, security has been
provided to all Congress
MLAs.

“We have already
deployed two armed
policemen outside the
residences of [each of ] the
Congress MLAs to thwart
any attempt of
intimidation,” he said. A
delegation of top Congress
leaders met Chief Election

State govt. submits report to EC
Press Trust of India

Ahmedabad
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WORLD

John Kelly sworn in 
as WH Chief of Sta�
WASHINGTON

John Kelly was sworn in

Monday as the White House

Chief of Sta�. “We just swore

in General Kelly, he will do a

spectacular job, I have no

doubt... what he has done in

terms of homeland security is

record-shattering,” President

Donald Trump said. AFP

ELSEWHERE

France told to supply
water to Calais migrants
PARIS

France’s highest

administrative court on

Monday rejected the

government’s appeal against

an order to provide water and

sanitation facilities for

hundreds of migrants

sleeping rough in Calais. The

situation there was an illegal

blow to a “basic right”, the

court said. AFP

Russia to ban use of
VPNs from November 1
MOSCOW

President Vladimir Putin has

signed a law that prohibits

technology that provides

access to websites banned in

Russia. The law, already

approved by the lower house

of parliament, will ban the

use of virtual private

networks (VPNs) that allow

people to surf the web

anonymously. REUTERS

China tells Trump not to
link trade to N. Korea
BEIJING

China said on Monday the U.S.

should not link trade to

discussions about North

Korea’s nuclear programme

after President Donald Trump

accused Beijing of taking no

action on Pyongyang despite

profiting from business with

U.S. In his critique, Mr. Trump

linked trade woes with Beijing

to policy on North Korea. AFP

Pakistan’s top anti-corrup-
tion body, National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB), on
Monday said it has filed four
criminal corruption cases
against the ousted Prime
Minister, Nawaz Sharif, and
his three children and son-
in-law. According to the NAB
law, the accused can be ar-
rested on the orders of the
bureau chairman once the
case is filed. If convicted, Mr.
Sharif will be sentenced to at
least seven years in prison
and fined.

An NAB meeting held in
Islamabad finalised the cor-
ruption references. “The
meeting was held in compli-
ance with the honourable

Supreme Court Judgment re-
garding the Panama case. It
was decided to file four refer-
ences in the Accountability
Courts of Islamabad/
Rawalpndi in the stipulated
time period of six weeks
from the date of the judg-
ment,” an NAB press release
said. 

The Supreme Court dis-
qualified Mr. Sharif from
holding public office last
week on grounds that he was
“dishonest” in failing to dis-
close his association with a
UAE-based company. Earlier,
a court-appointed joint in-
vestigation team ( JIT) had
unearthed the links between
Mr. Sharif and the company. 

“The references will be
prepared on the basis of the

material collected and re-
ferred by the joint investiga-
tion team in its report and
some other material as may
be available with Federal In-
vestigation Agency...,” said
the NAB. 

The charges include the

ownership of four high-value
flats in prime locations in
London. The Panama Papers
disclosed last year that Mr.
Sharif ’s children owned off-
shore companies that chan-
nelled funds to acquire for-
eign assets, including the
London flats. 

Disproportionate assets 
Other cases are related to the
establishment of Azizia Steel
Company and Hill Metal
Company and possessing as-
sets beyond the Sharif fam-
ily’s known sources of
income.

A counsel for the Sharif
family has said that the
former Prime Minister and
his children will prove their
innocence in the court.

Meanwhile, Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi, who has
been nominated for interim
Prime Minister by Mr.
Sharif ’s Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz, filed nomina-
tion papers for Tuesday’s
election. The Opposition has
fielded several candidates
after failing to agree on a
joint nominee. The Pakistan
Peoples Party has fielded
Khurshid Shah, the leader of
Opposition in the lower
house of Parliament, while
Tehreek-e-Insaf has nomin-
ated Awami Muslim League
leader Sheikh Rashid. 

Nawaz Sharif has picked
his brother Shahbaz Sharif as
his successor. The younger
Sharif will take over as the
Prime Minister in six weeks. 

Criminal cases �led against Sharif 
If convicted, the former Prime Minister will be sentenced to at least seven years in prison 

Nawaz Sharif

MUBASHIR ZAIDI

Karachi 

In 1992, when Pakistan won
its only cricket World Cup,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
was asked by a television
host if the team captain, Im-
ran Khan, a national
heartthrob, would be right
for his party if Mr. Khan
went into politics.

“I offered him a long time
ago, but he declined. I don’t
know why,” Mr. Sharif said,
patting Mr. Khan’s shoulder
as everyone who had
gathered around burst into
laughter.

Mr. Khan, a charismatic
athlete well known then for
his playboy image and af-
fairs with British socialites,
did go into politics a few
years later through his own
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, or PTI.

On Friday, the country’s
Supreme Court ruled that
corruption accusations

against Mr. Sharif, 67, a vet-
eran politician who thrice
served as Prime Minister
and has defined Pakistan’s
politics for decades, were
sufficient to remove him
from office. 

For Mr. Khan, 64, the mo-
ment was sweet. He had
been the main petitioner be-
fore the court and fomented

widespread street protests
against Mr. Sharif, emerging
as the strongest challenger
to the former Prime Minister
and his political legacy.

But Mr. Khan’s path to
victory in the next general
election, set for mid-2018, is
far from assured, according
to analysts, including Moeed
Yusuf, associate vice presid-

ent of the Asia Center at the
United States Institute of
Peace, whose research and
work centres on Pakistan.

“In some ways, this is a
clear victory; there is no
question about that,” Mr.
Yusuf, who is currently visit-
ing Pakistan, said in an inter-
view. “Sans Panama Papers
scandal, PML-N, the ruling
party, was sitting pretty for
the next elections.”

Long way to go 
Still, Mr. Yusuf said, he did
not believe Mr. Khan was
“closer to a victory in the
elections” than he had been
before the ouster. “Whether
he gets closer or not de-
pends on his own behaviour
and whether Nawaz over-
plays his hand and what Ac-
countability Court does.”

But there is scepticism
about the courts reaching a
decisive verdict against the
Sharif family.

Mr. Sharif remains deeply
entrenched through a vast
network of political patron-
age. His party won the 2013
general elections with an
overwhelming majority. Mr.
Khan’s party currently holds
just 33 of the 342 seats in Na-
tional Assembly. But since
the last elections, Mr. Khan
has been at the forefront of
political opposition to Mr.
Sharif, portraying him as the
face of corrupt practices
that have gnawed at the
political system.

Mr. Khan has no experi-
ence with governing and has
shown an aptitude more for
street agitation than work-
ing with Parliament to bring
about change. Many diplo-
mats expressed shock at
what they see as his disreg-
ard for the parliamentary
process. But enamoured
supporters say Mr. Khan is
not corrupt like traditional
politicians. NYT

For Imran, victory may still prove to be elusive
Despite the recent setback, PML-N, the ruling party, is sitting pretty for the next polls, says expert
Salman Masood

Islamabad

Sensing an opportunity: Pakistani Opposition leader Imran
Khan at a rally in Islamabad on Sunday. * AFP

A suicide bomber blew him-
self up outside the Iraqi em-
bassy in Kabul on Monday
and militants breached the
compound, Afghan officials
said, in a complex hours-
long attack claimed by the
Islamic State. 

All the attackers had been
killed and the compound se-
cured roughly four hours
after the assault began,
Afghanistan’s Interior Min-
istry said, adding that all em-
bassy staff were safe and
only one policeman
wounded “slightly”. 

Earlier, black smoke bil-
lowed into the air above the
neighbourhood in north-
western Kabul as the sound
of gunfire, blasts and ambu-
lance sirens could be heard.
Panicked residents, includ-
ing women and children,
could be seen fleeing the
area.

The Interior Ministry said
at least four militants had at-
tacked the embassy, begin-
ning with a suicide bomber
who detonated his vest at
the compound entrance.
“The quick-response police

forces arrived in time and
evacuated the Iraqi diplo-
mats to safe place. No em-
bassy staff have been
harmed, only one police-
man was wounded slightly,”
a ministry statement said.

Situation monitored
The Iraqi Foreign Ministry in
Baghdad said the charge
d'affairs was among those
evacuated and that it was
monitoring the situation
with Afghan authorities,
without giving further
details.

The Islamic State’s propa-

ganda agency Amaq re-
leased a statement claiming
responsibility for the attack,
saying two members “at-
tacked the Iraqi embassy
building in the Afghan city
of Kabul”.

The embassy is located in
northwestern Kabul, in a
neighbourhood that is home
to several hotels and banks
as well as large supermar-
kets and several police com-
pounds. “I heard a big blast
followed by several explo-
sions and small gunfire,”
said Ahmad Ali, a nearby
shopkeeper.

The four attackers were killed after hours-long operation

Agence France-Presse

Kabul

On their toes: Afghan security forces at the site of the suicide
attack outside the Iraq embassy in Kabul on Monday. * REUTERS

Islamic State claims attack
on Iraq embassy in Kabul 

The Qatari authorities have
accused Saudi Arabia of
jeopardising the annual haj
pilgrimage to Mecca of
Qatari pilgrims by refusing
to guarantee their safety.

Saudi Arabia and its al-
lies have been boycotting
Qatar since June 5, accus-
ing it of backing extremist
groups and of ties to Shia
Iran, in the region’s worst
diplomatic crisis in years.

On July 20, Riyadh said
that Qataris wanting to per-
form this year’s haj would
be allowed to enter the
kingdom for the pilgrim-
age, but imposed certain
restrictions. The Saudi Hajj
Ministry said Qatari pil-
grims arriving by plane
must use airlines in agree-
ment with Riyadh.

They would also need to
get visas on arrival in Jed-
dah or Medina, their sole
points of entry in the king-
dom. The Qatari Islamic Af-
fairs Ministry, in a state-
ment published by the
official QNA news agency
on Sunday, said the Saudi
side had “refused to com-
municate regarding secur-
ing the pilgrims safety and
facilitating their Haj”.

Politics and religion
The Ministry accused Riy-
adh of “intertwining polit-
ics with one of the pillars of
Islam, which may result in
depriving many Muslims
from performing this holy
obligation”. According to
the statement, 20,000
Qatari citizens have re-
gistered to take part this
year. The Ministry said it
denied Saudi claims that
Doha had suspended those
registrations.

“The distortion of facts
is meant to set obstacles
for the pilgrims from Qatar
to Mecca, following the
crisis created by the siege
countries,” the Qatari Min-
istry added. Some Gulf me-
dia claimed the Qatari
statement was a call for the
“internationalisation” of
the management of the haj
season. 

‘Saudi Arabia
hampering
Qatari haj
pilgrims’ 
Agence France-Presse

Doha

The battle within the British
cabinet over the precise
shape and path to Brexit
continued to be waged over
the past week, as politicians
sought to expound their
views on a range of related
issues from the freedom of
movement Britain currently
enjoys with Europe to taxa-
tion and the transitional
arrangements.

“Brexit excites huge pas-
sions, they’re on different
sides these passions,” admit-
ted Health Secretary Jeremy
Hunt of his cabinet col-
leagues, during a BBC radio
interview on Monday morn-
ing. But he denied sugges-
tions that they were ‘deeply
divided” and risked sending
the wrong message to Brus-
sels. 

“There is unity on two
things: we are going to de-
liver Brexit... and we are go-
ing to deliver the type of
Brexit people voted for at the
referendum... control over
law, borders, and money.”

However, four months
after Britain formally
triggered Article 50, the sec-

tion of the Lisbon Treaty that
sets out the process for exit-
ing the union, Britain has
been struggling to convey a
coherent vision of its ap-
proach to Brexit, with two
“camps” developing within
the Cabinet, with some fa-
vouring a gentler easing into
Brexit and others in favour
of a swift plan that quickly
regained control of Britain’s
borders.

Deepening tensions 
Those tensions deepened
over the weekend as Chan-
cellor Philip Hammond con-
firmed in an interview with

the French newspaper Le
Monde that Britain would not
cut taxes and change its eco-
nomic model in the wake of
Brexit as some within the
Conservative Party had been
pushing for and he had hin-
ted at previously. 

Maintaining the possibil-
ity of building a “Singapore
upon Thames” had been
seen by some as a bargaining
chip that Britain could hold
over Europe to force conces-
sions on key issues by
European Nations, particu-
larly over Britain’s access to
the single market. 

Europe has repeatedly in-
sisted that the single market
is not divisible and cannot be
separated from free move-
ment across the region —
something that the most ar-
dent supporters of Brexit in
the cabinet are strongly
against.

Transitional period 
The Chancellor’s insistence
that Britain would be push-
ing for a transitional period
of up to three years to avoid
a “cliff edge” situation put
him at loggerheads with oth-
ers in the Cabinet, such as

International Trade Secret-
ary Liam Fox who told The
Sunday Times this weekend
that keeping freedom of
movement, including for the
transitional period, would
“not keep faith” with the res-
ult of the referendum.

“Businesses urgently need
to know what a new system
will look like — during trans-
ition and afterwards,” the
main industry body, Confed-
eration of British Industry,
said last week after the gov-
ernment announced a re-
view of the impact of EU im-
migration on Britain.

Brexit negotiations
between Britain and the
European Union com-
menced on June 19, with a
second round taking in mid-
July. Further rounds are set
to take place in August,
September and October. 

The EU is adamant that
discussions cannot move on
to the shape of the future re-
lationship until initial issues
are settled over the rights of
EU citizens in Britain (and
vice versa), and agreement
on Britain’s “divorce” bill.
Britain is set to leave the
union on March 29, 2019.

Cabinet struggles to convey
coherent Brexit approach
Ministers are divided over whether a smooth or hard Brexit should be pursued 

Vidya Ram

London

Jeremy Hunt

A
little more than a year

after the alleged Russian
effort to interfere in the U.S.
presidential election came to
light, the diplomatic fallout —
an unravelling of the rela-
tionship between Moscow
and Washington on a scale
not seen in decades — is tak-
ing its toll.

President Vladimir Putin
bet that Donald Trump, who
had spoken fondly of Russia
and its authoritarian leader
for years, would treat his na-
tion as Mr. Putin has longed
to have it treated by the
West. That is, as the super-

power it once was, or at least
a major force to be reckoned
with, from Syria to Europe,
and boasting a military re-
vived after two decades of
neglect.

That bet has backfired,
spectacularly. If the sanc-
tions overwhelmingly passed
by Congress last week sent
any message to Moscow, it
was that Mr. Trump’s hands
are now tied in dealing with
Moscow, probably for years
to come.

Just weeks after the two
leaders spent hours in seem-
ingly friendly conversation in
Hamburg, Germany, the pro-
spect of the kinds of deals

Mr. Trump once mused
about in interviews seem
more distant than ever. Con-
gress is not ready to forgive
the annexation of Crimea,
nor allow extensive reinvest-
ment in Russian energy. The

new sanctions were passed
by a coalition of Democrats
who blame Mr. Putin for con-
tributing to Hillary Clinton’s
defeat and Republicans fear-
ful that their President mis-
understands who he is deal-
ing with in Moscow.

So with his decision to or-
der that hundreds of U.S.
diplomats and Russians
working for the U.S. Embassy
leave their posts, Mr. Putin,
known as a great tactician
but not a great strategist, has
changed course again. For
now, U.S. officials and out-
side experts said on Sunday,
he seems to believe his
greater leverage lies in escal-

ating the dispute, Cold War-
style, rather than subtly try-
ing to manipulate events
with a mix of subterfuge, cy-
berattacks and information
warfare.

White House still hopeful
But it is unclear how much
the announcement will affect
day-to-day relations. While
the Russian media said 755
diplomats would be barred
from working, and presum-
ably expelled, there do not
appear to be anything close
to 755 U.S. diplomats work-
ing in Russia.

That figure almost cer-
tainly includes Russian na-

tionals working at the em-
bassy, usually in nonsensitive
jobs. A senior administration
official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity on
what has become one of the
most sensitive diplomatic
problems facing the Trump
administration, said the
White House had not given
up hopes for a better rela-
tionship. Mr. Putin’s inter-
view on Russian television, in
which he announced the re-
duction in staff, was free of
bombast, the official noted.
Russia seems uncertain
about the direction of the re-
lationship, leaving open the
possibility of a reversal. NYT

Putin’s bet on a Trump presidency back�res
By passing the sanctions Bill, the Congress has tied Trump’s hands in dealing with Moscow, probably for years to come 

David E. Sanger

Vladimir Putin

Crew on a Sri Lankan Air-
lines plane carrying 202
passengers extinguished a
mid-flight fire triggered by
a mobile phone battery in
an overhead locker, the
carrier said on Monday.

The airline said a “ma-
jor” incident was averted
by the quick-thinking at-
tendants on the flight on
Sunday from Kochi to
Colombo. No one was hurt
in the incident. 

Smoke was detected
shortly after the meal ser-
vice on the 70-minute
flight, it said.

Sri Lankan
crew averts
mid-air �re
Agence France-Presse

Colombo
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1733.20. . . . . . . . . 2.00

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395.90. . . . . . . . . 0.15

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 263.15. . . . . . . . . 0.55

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1161.70. . . . . . . . . 8.45

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 718.60. . . . . . . . -5.30

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 519.80. . . . . . . . . 4.70

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2808.55. . . . . . -19.60

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 166.05. . . . . . . . . 4.50

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 418.95. . . . . . . . . 5.65

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24178.10. . . . . 373.70

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 471.15. . . . . . . . -4.45

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 560.10. . . . . . . . -6.00

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249.10. . . . . . . . -2.45

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2383.20. . . . . . -81.75

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 30081.20. . . . . 692.80

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 376.75. . . . . . . . -3.20

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892.90. . . . . . . . -0.20

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1789.25. . . . . . . . . 3.90

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1784.40. . . . . . . . . 5.90

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3655.75. . . . . . . 25.45

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219.65. . . . . . . . . 3.80

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1155.75. . . . . . . . . 1.90

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1175.25. . . . . . . . -0.25

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302.60. . . . . . . . . 6.45

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1645.75. . . . . . . 17.40

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 401.40. . . . . . . . -2.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1011.20. . . . . . . 13.85

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 367.65. . . . . . . . -0.15

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285.25. . . . . . . . -6.30

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1021.65. . . . . . . . . 8.95

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1193.95. . . . . . . 32.55

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1032.00. . . . . . -31.90

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1403.30. . . . . . . 11.10

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7750.05. . . . . 119.60

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164.20. . . . . . . . . 0.30

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169.40. . . . . . . . . 4.65

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 223.30. . . . . . . . . 8.65

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1615.20. . . . . . . 20.75

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 312.50. . . . . . . 13.40

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 531.65. . . . . . -19.15

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444.60. . . . . . . . -1.25

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 260.50. . . . . . . . -1.45

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.00. . . . . . . . -0.15

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 567.10. . . . . . . 15.20

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2491.80. . . . . . . . . 7.50

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 385.85. . . . . . . . . 4.55

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4056.90. . . . . . . 32.70

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279.85. . . . . . . . . 5.25

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288.45. . . . . . . . -0.60

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1809.50. . . . . . -32.35

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 541.75. . . . . . . . . 1.15

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 31

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.98. . . . . . . 64.30

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.02. . . . . . . 75.40

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.97. . . . . . . 84.39

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.87. . . . . . . 58.16

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.51. . . . . . . . . 9.56

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.01. . . . . . . 66.35

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.15. . . . . . . 47.39

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 51.36. . . . . . . 51.64

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.93. . . . . . . 15.02

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

July 31 rates in rupees with previous
rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.50. . . . . (41.20)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,735. . . . . (2,736)

market watch

31-07-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,515 ddddddddddddddd0.63 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.19 ddddddddddddd-0.06

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,650 ddddddddddddddd1.19

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.29 ddddddddddddd-0.32

Low-cost carrier IndiGo on
Monday registered its
highest-ever quarterly profit
of ₹811.1 crore in the first
quarter of 2017-18 — a 37%
rise compared with the
year-earlier period — on
higher revenues. This is also
the highest-ever quarterly
profit registered by any In-
dian airline till date.

Profit rose on a 25% in-
crease in revenues for the
March-April 2017 period to
₹5,955.5 crore. Also, the air-
line’s non-fuel cost, meas-
ured in terms of cost per
available seat kilometre
(CASK) excluding fuel,
dipped by 2.5%.

Separately, the airline an-
nounced a significant
change in its aircraft acquisi-
tion strategy, switching to
outright purchase from the
current sale-and-leaseback
model.

“Going forward, we will
gradually begin owning air-

craft through internal funds
and debt,” said Rohit Philip,
IndiGo’s chief financial of-
ficer, during a post-result
analyst conference call.

“The sale and leaseback
model was expensive. The
primary purpose of follow-
ing the six years sale-and-
leaseback model was to
move aircraft out of the sys-
tem quickly after the new
technology aircraft comes
into the market,” Mr. Philip
said.

A320neo planes
He said the Airbus A320neo
aircraft, in its fleet, burn 15%
less fuel and the airline will
look to use each of these
planes for more than the six-
year period. “Hence, the
shift in our fleet strategy is
aimed at reduced operating
cost and higher profitabil-
ity,” Mr. Philip elaborated.

In 2015, IndiGo had
placed an order for 250 Air-
bus A320neo planes and
now had 22 of the planes.

IndiGo posts 37% rise
in �rst quarter net

Pro�t, highest-ever by an Indian airline

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Centre on Monday ex-
tended the deadline for filing
income tax (I-T) returns from
July 31 to August 5, citing the
last-minute rush coupled
with widespread difficulties
in linking PAN and Aadhaar.

Moreover, the govern-
ment has granted temporary
relief to taxpayers without
Aadhaar numbers by allow-
ing them to file their I-T re-
turns without linking the
PAN to Aadhaar. However,
the returns will not be pro-
cessed until the link between
Aadhaar and PAN has been
established. The last date for
this is August 31.

Name mismatch
“There are some complaints
that the taxpayers are not be-
ing able to log on to the e-fil-
ing website of Income Tax
Department or not being

able to link Aadhaar with
PAN because of different
names reflected in PAN and
Aadhaar database,” the Fin-
ance Ministry said in a state-
ment. 

“In order to facilitate the
e-filing of return, it is also de-
cided to give extension of
five days for e-filing of re-
turn. The return can be filed

up to August 5, 2017.”
“For the purpose of e-fil-

ing return, it would be suffi-
cient as of now to quote
Aadhaar or acknowledge-
ment number for having ap-
plied for Aadhaar in e-filing
website,” the statement
added.

“As late as May 2017, the
government issued a notific-

ation saying that the PAN-
Aadhaar link was not neces-
sary for certain categories of
people such as senior cit-
izens, NRIs, foreigners, and
citizens of North Eastern
states,” N.S. Srinivasan, a
chartered accountant said.
“But the return filing website
is still asking for Aadhaar for
senior citizens, and there is
no facility to mention nation-
ality, so even foreigners are
being made to get Aadhaar.”

Another issue arising out
of the mandatory linking of
PAN and Aadhaar is reconcil-
ing different names on the
two IDs. While Aadhaar al-
lows abbreviations in names,
PAN does not, which is caus-
ing a lot of problems for
people, especially in South
India. “If someone’s name is
different, they might be hav-
ing a problem,” Kuldip Ku-
mar, partner and leader at
PwC India said. 

While the government on
Monday said that returns can
be filed without the Aadhaar
link, the website so far has
either been under mainten-
ance, or has required an
Aadhaar number to proceed.

“Demonetisation has had
a major effect on the number
of people filing their returns
this year,” a senior official in
the Income Tax Department
told The Hindu. 

“Taxpayers who earn an
income of ₹5 lakh and more
are compulsorily required to
e-file tax returns online,” Ar-
chit Gupta, founder and CEO
of Cleartax said. “Addition-
ally, because of the demonet-
isation of ₹500 and ₹1,000
notes, individuals who de-
posited cash in their bank ac-
counts are required to report
the same in their tax returns.
This move has further added
to the number of tax filers in
India.”

Login glitch: I-T returns date extended
Centre pushes deadline to August 5 citing last-minute rush, hardship in linking PAN with Aadhaar

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

‘Taxing’ times: PAN-Aadhaar link can be made till Aug. 31. But
returns will not be processed till then. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

For the first time since sav-
ings account interest rates
were deregulated in 2011,
State Bank of India has de-
cided to revise the rate
downward by 50 basis
points to 3.5%, for deposits
of less than ₹1 crore. Depos-
its of ₹1 crore and above will
continue to earn 4%. The
new rate has been made ef-
fective from Monday.

About 90% of SBI’s sav-
ings account holders will be
impacted due to the move.
SBI has a savings account
base of ₹9 lakh crore.

‘Slowing inflation’
“The decline in the rate of
inflation, high real interest
rates and the expected

softening of interest rates
are the other considerations
warranting a revision in the
rate of interest on savings
bank,” SBI said in a state-
ment. 

All large banks offer 4%
interest rate on savings

deposits.
The move will effectively

protect the lender’s net in-
terest margin which was un-
der pressure as the lender
reduced its key marginal
cost of funds based lending
rate (MCLR) by 90 bps in
January. 

Speaking to the media on
the decision, SBI’s managing
director, Rajnish Kumar said
under the current circum-
stances, the choice before
the bank was to either raise
the MCLR or cut savings
bank interest rates. 

“We did not consider it
appropriate to raise the
MCLR, because for a lot of
segments like agriculture,
SMEs, retail housing, afford-
able housing, the cost and
EMI would have gone up.”

SBI cuts savings deposit
rate by 50 bps to 3.5%
About 90% of bank’s savings account holders to be hit

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

The alternative was to raise
the MCLR which would have
a�ected borrowers’ EMIs.

The year-on-year growth of
the core sector has slowed
to 0.4% in June from 3.6% in
May and 6.92% in June 2016
— owing to a decline in out-
put of coal, refinery
products, fertilizer and ce-
ment. The performance in
June is the lowest since the
growth of 0.18% in Novem-
ber 2015.

The eight core industries
comprise 40.27% of the
weight of items included in
the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP). Its cumulative
growth during April to June,
2017-18, was 2.4%, according
to data released by the gov-
ernment on Monday.

Coal production declined
6.7% in June, 2017, while the
output of crude oil in-

creased 0.6%. Natural gas
production increased 6.4%,
while that of petroleum re-
finery declined by 0.2% and
fertilizer declined by 3.6%.
Meanwhile, steel produc-
tion increased by 5.8% in
June, but cement output de-
clined by 5.8%. However,
electricity generation in-
creased marginally by 0.7%
in June.

Core sector growth
slows to 0.4% in June

Lowest performance since Nov., 2015

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Coal production declined
6.7% in June.

Tech Mahindra Ltd, India’s
fifth-biggest software ser-
vices exporter, reported a
better than expected 7% rise
in first-quarter profit on
Monday, helped by new cli-
ents for its digital services
business.

Active clients
The company said it added
21 active clients in the three
months to the end of June,
taking the total active client
count to 864.

Its profit for the period
was ₹799 crore up from ₹749
crore last year. Sales rose
about 8% to ₹7,747 crore
with revenue from its IT di-
vision some 7% higher at
₹6,863 crore . 

Analysts on average had
expected a profit of ₹600
crore, Thomson Reuters I/
B/E/S data showed.

The company’s IT attri-
tion rate for the last 12
months ending June 30 fell
to 17% from 21% in June
2016.

Tech Mahindra’s close
rival HCL Technologies Ltd.
reported a rise of 8% in
profit in the three months to
the end of June last week,
also beating analysts’
estimates.

Tech Mahindra Q1
pro�t rises about 7%

Digital services business sees growth
Reuters

Vineet Nayyar

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has slapped a penalty
of ₹3 crore on State-run
lender Union Bank of India
for non-compliance of
Know Your Customer
(KYC) norms in two separ-
ate cases. One of them was
based on media reports re-
lated to a fraud in the bank,
for which a penalty of ₹2
crore was imposed. In the
other case, RBI said it re-
ceived a complaint regard-
ing huge cash withdrawals
in certain accounts main-
tained with Union Bank of
India, for which a penalty
of ₹1 crore was imposed. 

RBI said both the actions
were “based on deficien-
cies in regulatory compli-
ance and is not intended to
pronounce upon the valid-
ity of any transaction or
agreement entered into by
the bank with its custom-
ers.” 

RBI slaps 
₹3 cr. �ne on
Union Bank 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

With Deputy Governor S.S.
Mundra retiring on
Monday, the Reserve Bank
of India has allocated his
portfolios to other deputy
governors. Importantly,
the banking supervision
department will be looked
after by N.S. Vish-
wanathan. The RBI’s
search committee had in-
terviewed several candid-
ates last week to select Mr.
Mundra’s successor. 

S.S. Mundra
retires from
central bank

S.S. Mundra

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

Giving a week’s relief to
Sahara India Life Insurance
(SILIC), the Securities Ap-
pellate Tribunal (SAT) on
Monday stayed the IRDAI
decision to sell the busi-
ness of the Sahara group
company to ICICI Pruden-
tial Life Insurance.

The tribunal fixed the
next hearing in the matter
for August 7 when it will
decide on the maintainabil-
ity of the petition filed by
SILIC against the IRDAI
order.

A two-member bench of
the SAT, comprising
Justices C.K.G Nair and Jog
Singh, without admitting
the petition by Sahara Life,
ordered a status quo in the
matter. Last Friday, the reg-
ulator had asked ICICI
Prudential to take over the
assets and liabilities of
Sahara Life from July 31.

SAT stays
order on
Sahara Life 
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari
on Monday held a high-level
stakeholders meeting to de-
liberate upon a strategy to
use methanol as an alternat-
ive fuel in automobiles. The
Minister has asked govern-
ment think-tank NITI Aayog
to study the automobile
standards developed in
China to use methanol as an
alternative fuel.

‘Import substitution’
“Methanol economy will
help India use its vast re-
serves of coal while driving
import substitution. Re-
search in converting carbon
dioxide to methanol is
promising and can be a
game-changer for methanol
economy,” Mr. Gadkari said
after chairing the meeting.
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Dharmendra Pra-
dhan, New and Renewable
Energy Minister Piyush

Goyal along with former
union minister and National-
ist Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar were
also present in the meeting.

“Mr. Gadkari stressed on
the use of local or indigen-
ous materials for production
of fuel like making ethanol
from agriculture produce or
waste and from coal,” a
Road Transport and High-
ways Ministry spokesperson
said. In its presentation, Niti
Aayog said methanol is a
promising fuel for water-

ways as it is clean, cheaper
than fossil fuels and a good
substitute for heavy fuels. It
suggested that ethanol could
be made out of coal and in-
formed that a pilot project
was already underway in
Talcher in Odisha.

India imports methanol
from Saudi Arabia and Iran
at present, the think-tank
said, adding that it is work-
ing on a roadmap for con-
version from coal to
methanol.

The government think-
tank also said that methanol
can be produced from muni-
cipal waste as well.

‘Economic sense’
“All stakeholders agreed that
methanol is a promising fuel
used in many parts of the
world. While in most coun-
tries it is being made from
natural gas, for India it
makes much more eco-
nomic sense to use locally
available coal,” the spokes-
person said.

NITI Aayog told to examine it as an alternative propellant 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Nitin Gadkari

‘Methanol a clean, cheaper fuel’
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BUSINESS

IN BRIEF

U.S. FDA inspects Lupin’s
Aurangabad plant 
NEW DELHI

Drug major Lupin on Monday

said U.S. health regulator

had completed prior

approval inspection (PAI) of

its Aurangabad

manufacturing plant. During

the inspection, the U.S. Food

and Drug administration

(U.S.FDA) issued one 483

observation, Lupin said in a

statement. “The observation

was procedural in nature and

corrected during the

inspection itself,” the

company added. PTI

Birla Corp. to set up
₹2,400 cr. cement plant 
KOLKATA

Birla Corporation Limited,

the M.P.Birla Group �agship

company, would invest about

₹2,400 crore in its proposed

new cement plant at

Mukutban, near Nagpur. “We

are planning to invest around

₹2,400 crore for four mtpa

green�eld cement plant at

Mukutban. We will now go to

the board for approval,”

chairman of Birla Corporation

Harsh V. Lodha said after the

AGM. Funding would be a

mixture of debt and internal

accruals, he said. PTI

CUMI �rst quarter net
declines on lower sales
CHENNAI

Carborundum Universal Ltd.,

a part of the ₹30,000 crore

Murugappa Group, has a

reported a 20.22% decrease

in its standalone net pro�t to

₹20.63 crore for the �rst

quarter ended June 30,2017,

against ₹26.52 crore in the

year-earlier period on lower

sales volume and increase in

capital expenditure. The �rm

also recorded a 3% decline in

its total sales to ₹347 crore

from ₹357 crore in the year-

earlier period.

The Max group and HDFC
Life have decided to with-
draw the merger proposal of
Max Life and HDFC Life —
mooted a year ago — follow-
ing the insurance regulator’s
discomfort with the pro-
posed structure of the deal.

“Since the parties were
unable to obtain the requis-
ite regulatory approvals to
consummate the proposed
merger and other transac-
tions contemplated under
the said definitive agree-
ments,... the agreements
stand terminated with effect
from July 31 and [the] parties
will not be pursuing the pro-
posed merger under the
same,” HDFC Life said.

“The prospective partners
had evaluated several altern-
ate structures over the last
month. However, the inor-
dinate time associated with
finalisation and approval of

these structures led to this
decision,” a statement from
Max India said.

Under the complex deal,
Max India was first supposed
to amalgamate Max Life In-
surance with Max Financial
Services and then the insur-
ance business of the merged

entity was to be demerged so
that it could be transferred
to HDFC Life. However, cur-
rent insurance laws do not
permit merger of an insur-
ance business with a non-in-
surance entity.

In November 2016, the In-
surance Regulatory and De-

velopment Authority of India
(IRDAI) had expressed reser-
vations on the proposed am-
algamation of Max Life and
HDFC Life into a single entity
citing concerns over compli-
ance with Section 35 of the
Insurance Act, 1938. The sec-
tion does not allow the mer-
ger of an insurance firm with
a non-insurance firm.

Earlier this month, HDFC
Life had said “HDFC Life and
Max Life remain committed
to the merger and are evalu-
ating various options.”

Reviving IPO
But that the deal was falling
through was evident when
HDFC Life revived its initial
public offering plan earlier
this month. When the deal
was announced in June 2016,
HDFC Life’s IPO plan was put
on the back burner as the
company would have auto-
matically got listed on the
stock exchanges since Max

Financial was a listed entity.
Max Financial Services,

promoted by Max Group, is
the holding company for
Max Life which is a joint ven-
ture with Mitsui Sumitomo
Insurance Company. Max
Financial owns 68% stake in
Max Life and Mitsui Sum-
itomo 26%.

The Max Group said the
insurance company would
continue on its path to ‘ag-
gressively invest in organic
and inorganic growth levers.’

“This will be done
through investments in en-
hancing own channels such
as agency and digital, deliv-
ering superior policyholder
experience, deepening and
leveraging existing bancas-
surance partnerships and
forging new distribution alli-
ances,” it said. At the same
time, the group said it would
pursue acquisition oppor-
tunities as the industry fur-
ther consolidated. 

HDFC Life, Max call o� merger
Max Group cites inordinate time taken for receiving regulatory approval for the decision

No go: The IRDAI had expressed reservations on the
proposed amalgamation . * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Sundram Fasteners Ltd.,
(SFL), a part of the $7.2 bil-
lion TVS Group, has posted
19.4% increase in its stan-
dalone net profit of ₹90.17
crore for the first quarter
ended June 30, 2017. Im-
proved sales volume and re-
duced financial charges
have helped boost the profit
despite a slight increase in
raw material costs.

The component maker
had recorded a net profit of
₹75.55 crore for the corres-
ponding year-earlier period.

In the first quarter, SFL’s
total income rose 10% to
₹851 crore against ₹773
crore. Exports for the
quarter stood at ₹283 crore
against ₹247 crore. 

“This has to be seen in
the light of rupee appreci-
ation. We also had subdued

sales during June 2017 due
to the impact of the Goods
and Services Tax. We expect
the next quarter to see im-
proved sales performance,”
said a company spokesman. 

Earnings before interest,
depreciation and taxes for
the quarter under review in-
creased to ₹156 crore (₹140
crore). 

On Monday, shares of the
company gained 2.51% to
close at ₹413.80 on the BSE.

Sundram Fasteners 
Q1 net increases 19.4%

Higher sales volume boosts pro�t

Special Correspondent

Chennai

Automobile major FCA India
has introduced its locally
made SUV Jeep Compass in
the Indian market at a price
starting ₹14.95 lakh (ex-
showroom-Delhi). 

The topmost model is
priced at ₹20.58 lakh (ex-
showroom Delhi).

“Due to the overwhelm-
ing public response to the
Jeep Compass, coupled with
a significant number of pre-
bookings and enquiries, we
have decided to advance the
price announcement so that
potential customers can fi-
nalise their purchase de-
cisions,” Kevin Flynn, pres-
ident and MD, FCA India
said.

Earlier, analysts had ex-
pected that the SUV would
be priced at about ₹25 lakh.
However, FCA preferred to
keep the margins low to take
on competition. 

The company has already
received more than 5,000

bookings and deliveries will
begin nationwide from Au-
gust 6. The company will de-
liver the diesel variants right
away and the petrol vehicles
will be delivered around Di-
wali, acording to top com-
pany officials.

Jeep Compass drives in with
₹14.95 lakh starting price
Price lower than analysts’ expectation of about ₹25 lakh

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI

Blazing a trail: FCA India has received more than 5,000
bookings for the vehicle. * PAUL NORONHA

U.S.-based aircraft manufac-
turer Boeing said on Monday
that India would require
2,100 planes over the next
20 years valued at $290
billion.

In its annual Current Mar-
ket Outlook report, Boeing
revised its forecast for air-
craft demand by 13% from
the previous year when it
had said India would need
1,850 planes in the next two
decades.

‘Growing demand’
“Commercial aerospace de-
mand in India continues to
grow at unprecedented
rates,” said Dinesh A. Keskar,
senior vice-president, Asia
Pacific and India sales, Boe-

ing Commercial Airplanes.
“The increasing number of
passengers combined with a
strong exchange rate, low
fuel prices and high load
factors bodes well for India’s
aviation market, especially
for the low-cost carriers.”

Single-aisle airplanes,

such as Boeing 737, will ac-
count for 85% of the expec-
ted plane deliveries, Boeing
said.

India’s domestic air traffic
grew 17.7% in May – the
highest growth rate globally,
according to International
Air Transport Association
(IATA). 

According to its global
projections, there will be a
demand for 41,030 new
planes over the next two
decades with Indian carriers
accounting for more than 5%
of the total global demand.

Mr. Dinesh Keskar was up-
beat about the Centre’s re-
gional connectivity scheme
(RCS) and said Boeing could
increase its projection next
year depending upon the
scheme’s progress.

‘Country may need 13% more aircraft than earlier forecast’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Dinesh A. Keskar

India may need 2,100 planes
over 20 years, says Boeing

U.S.-based silicon IP solu-
tions provider Invecas Inc.
has signed a definitive
agreement to acquire Lat-
tice Semiconductor Cor-
poration’s HDMI design
team and Simplay Labs
subsidiary.

The transaction will in-
clude the transfer of ap-
proximately 150 research
and development staff,
labs and other assets from
Lattice’s operations in the
U.S. or Hyderabad, India as
well as in Shanghai and
Shenzhen, China.

The transaction has
been unanimously ap-
proved by the boards of
directors of both compan-
ies and is expected to close
in August 2017, Invecas
said on Monday.

Invecas to
buy Lattice’s
design team 
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD
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SPORT

Massa withdraws from
Budapest test 
BUDAPEST

Brazilian Felipe Massa has

withdrawn from this week’s

Budapest Formula One test

after missing Sunday’s

Hungarian Grand Prix

because he felt unwell. His

Williams team said on

Monday that Canadian Lance

Stroll would drive on Tuesday

instead, with young Italian

Luca Ghiotto making his

Formula One test debut as

previously scheduled on

Wednesday. REUTERS

IN BRIEF

Ricciardo slams 
teammate Verstappen 
BUDAPEST

Daniel Ricciardo blasted Red

Bull teammate Max

Verstappen for ‘amateur’

driving on Sunday after the

Dutch teenager shunted him

out of the Hungarian GP on

the opening lap. “It was

amateur to say the least.

There was no room to pass... I

don’t think he likes when a

teammate gets in front.

You’ve got the whole race to

try and repair the mistake but

the pass was never on. It

wasn’t even a pass, it was a

very poor mistake,” fumed

the Australian. Verstappen

later said he would be

apologising. REUTERS 

Harikrishna beats Yifan, 
in second spot 
BIEL (SWITZERLAND)

P. Harikrishna scored his

second win, beating three-

time former women’s world

champion Hou Yifan in 52

moves, to share second place

with Ruslam Ponomariov with

four points after the sixth

round of the 50th Biel Chess

Festival here on Sunday.

Etienne Bacrot continues to

lead with 4.5 points. 

Abhijeet finishes second 
in Czech Open chess 
PARDUBIDZE (CZECH REPUBLIC)

Commonwealth champion

Abhijeet Gupta came up with

a spirited effort to beat

Florian Kaczur of Hungary

and finish second in the

Czech International Open

chess tournament. After

squandering his sole lead at

5.5/6, finished with 7 out of a

possible nine. Jan Krejci of

the Czech Republic won

seven games in a row, after

starting with two draws, to

win the title by a one point

margin. PTI

England — 1st innings: 353.
South Africa — 1st innings: 175.
England — 2nd innings: 313 for
eight decl.
South Africa — 2nd innings: H.
Kuhn b Broad 11, D. Elgar c
Stokes b Moeen 136, H. Amla c
Root b Roland-Jones 5, Q. de
Kock b Stokes 5, F. du Plessis
lbw b Stokes 0, T. Bavuma lbw
b Roland-Jones 32, V. Philander
lbw b Roland-Jones 0, C. Morris
c Stokes b Moeen 24, K. Maha-
raj (not out) 24, K. Rabada c
Stokes b Moeen 0, M. Morkel
lbw b Moeen 0; Extras (b-4,
lb-7, nb-4): 15; Total (in 77.1
overs): 252.
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-47, 3-52,
4-52, 5-160, 6-160, 7-205, 8-
252, 9-252.
England bowling: Anderson 13-
3-26-0, Broad 16-4-47-1, Ro-
land-Jones 18-4-72-3, Stokes
14-1-51-2, Moeen 16.1-5-45-4.
Man-of-the-match: Ben
Stokes.

England won by 239 runs to
lead four-match series 2-1.

SCOREBOARD 

In an age of instant fixes, be
it Twitter or two-minute
noodles, a young Indian
cricket team has steadily ac-
quired the weight of experi-
ence. 

It started with Virat Kohli
playing his 50th Test against
England at Visakhapatnam in
November, 2016. Since then
he has been joined by Murali
Vijay in March and R. Ashwin
last week. 

India’s 50-Test club will
have a new member when
Cheteshwar Pujara plays the
next game between India
and Sri Lanka at the Sin-
halese Sports Club here from
Thursday. That the core
group has enough long-form
games in its armoury augurs
well for the nucleus of the
squad. 

Ever since its first Test
against England at Lord’s in
1932, 289 players, including
the latest debutant Hardik
Pandya, have represented In-
dia in the sport’s classical
format. In that long list, only
30 have played 50 Tests or
more with Sachin Tendulkar
being the big daddy — 200
appearances. 

Test of quality
Longevity in Tests demands
quality and consistency over
many years. In the last dec-
ade-and-a-half, it has also re-
quired the ability to with-

stand the scrutiny of rivals
leaning on video-cum-data
analysts, who dissect a play-
er’s technique and approach
thread-bare.

Interestingly in the cur-
rent Indian dressing room,
head-coach Ravi Shastri, al-
beit retired, has played the
maximum at 80. 

Next man is speedster
Ishant Sharma (77) followed
by Kohli (58). Beneath Vijay,
Ashwin and Pujara, are the
likes of Ajinkya Rahana (38),

Umesh Yadav (32) and
Ravindra Jadeja (31).

Unenviable task
All these players had the un-
enviable task of stepping into
the massive shoes of the pre-
vious generation, a 100-Test
bastion featuring Tendulkar,
Rahul Dravid, V.V.S. Laxman,
Anil Kumble, Sourav Gan-
guly, Harbhajan Singh and
Virender Sehwag. Add to it
Zaheer Khan (92) and M.S.
Dhoni (90) and the previous

group’s benchmark for excel-
lence was truly mind-bog-
gling. 

The increasing number of
Tests that members of the
present squad have collect-
ively played and the 18 vic-
tories in the last 25 contests,
including the Galle Test, and
the losses, a minuscule two,
effectively mean that Kohli’s
men have successfully over-
come transition blues. They
seem ready to carve their
own niche. 

India, the No.1 Test squad,
has fine representation in the
ICC’s individual charts too.
Pujara and Kohli are among
the top-five batsmen, and
Ashwin and Jadeja are there
in two lists — bowlers and all-
rounders. 

“A lot of people have put
their hands up and we have
become a pretty good unit.
Sometimes I feel that even
good cricketers lose out (on
selection) in this particular
team because of the quality

we have in the dressing
room,” Ashwin said recently.

Last season was all about
having a bull run at home.
But the one in progress is
predominantly overseas-
based and the accumulation
of experience within the
ranks, should bolster the
team.

The experience factor
It was a point Pujara
stressed: “It (the experience)
will make a big difference be-
cause, as a team, you want
players who are experienced
enough. 

“When we first toured
South Africa, New Zealand
and England, we were a
young team, we didn’t know
what to expect from the op-
position and sometimes we
also didn’t know about what

were our strengths in such
conditions. 

“But now when we go
back, we will have a clear
game-plan. Our bowlers will
know which areas to bowl
and even as a batting unit,
we will be very confident
and clear with our strategies.
I think having that experi-
ence of playing more Test
matches will help us.”

Sri Lanka for now and
South Africa later, are all part
of a packed schedule. Kohli’s
men have a lot on their plate.
In the recent past, they got a
lot of things right. The only
blemish being the way some
of them rebelled against the
then head-coach Anil
Kumble. 

Perhaps that too is a les-
son learnt and a part of the
experience tapestry. 

Kohli’s men have overcome transition blues 
With a core group that has stayed together over a period, India seems ready to carve its own niche

Striding con�dently: Virat Kohli leads a team of battle-hardened cricketers who can take on the opposition in overseas conditions
with assurance. * AP

INDIA IN LANKA

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

COLOMBO

There seems to be some

glad tidings at last for Sri

Lanka as its regular skipper

Dinesh Chandimal joined the

squad after recovering from

pneumonia.

Having missed the first

Test at Galle, Chandimal has

trained over the last few

days.

He joined his mates at the

team hotel and there is a

strong probability of him

playing the second Test

commencing at the

Sinhalese Sports Club here

on Thursday.

However, there is no

clarity on Rangana Herath’s

fitness. The stand-in captain

at Galle injured his left

middle finger and missed

the fourth and final day of

the Test.

Chandimal joins 
Sri Lankan squad 
Special Correspondent

Colombo

Moeen Ali became the first
bowler in The Oval’s 100
Test-history to take a hat-
trick as England wrapped up
a crushing 239-run win in
the third Test against South
Africa on Monday.

Off-spinner Moeen ended
the south London ground’s
landmark match when, after
having Dean Elgar (136) and
Kagiso Rabada caught at first
slip by Ben Stokes with the
last two balls of his 16th over,
he had Morne Morkel leg-be-
fore with the first ball of his
next —although England had
to first review umpire Joel
Wilson’s not out decision.
Moeen had become the 13th
England bowler to take a
Test hat-trick.

The win put England 2-1
up in the four-match series,
with last Test at Old Trafford
starting on Friday.

South Africa, set a mam-
moth 492 for victory, was all
out for 252 after lunch, with

Moeen taking four for 45.
Opening batsman Elgar,

who made a gritty 136, got
good support from Temba
Bavuma (32) in a stand of 108
after South Africa had col-
lapsed to 52 for four on
Sunday.

But Toby Roland-Jones’s
dream England debut con-
tinued when the paceman
struck twice in two balls be-
fore lunch on Monday to dis-

miss Bavuma and Vernon
Philander.

And when Chris Morris
fell to the last ball before
lunch, edging Moeen to slip,
South Africa was 205 for
seven.

This was a memorable
match for all-rounder
Stokes, who made 112 in the
host’s first innings 353 and
then took two wickets in two
balls late on Sunday.

England hits back with a big win
Moeen becomes the �rst bowler to take a hat-trick at The Oval

Hero! Moeen Ali and his teammates are ecstatic after the o�-
spinner’s hat-trick helped England crush South Africa in the
third Test on Monday. * AFP

Agencies

LONDON

At the Vijayawada airport,
soon after the inter-State Na-
tionals in Guntur, one could
see the new Asian 1500m
champion P.U. Chitra’s eyes
light up as she spoke of her
dream of running in the
World Championships in
London.

But soon, the Kerala girl’s
dream lay shattered when
she found her name missing
from the Indian team, along
with two other Asian cham-
pions, men’s 1500m runner
Ajay Kumar Saroj and wo-
men’s 3000m steeple chaser
Sudha Singh.

Federation’s decision
Though the world body
IAAF’s qualification rules
state that area champions, in
India’s case Asian gold
medallists, automatically
qualify for the Worlds, it ad-
ded a note that national fed-
erations would have the ulti-
mate authority to enter the
athlete.

It is the application of this
rule by the Athletics Federa-
tion of India (AFI) that has
witnessed much controversy
over the last few days with
Chitra even moving the Ker-
ala High Court, like quarter-

miler Anu Raghavan did be-
fore the Rio Olympics.

Without a clear selection
policy, the AFI often sends
athletes on a blind run. So,
athletes believed that just
winning gold at the Asians
would be enough to secure
their London berths.

But soon after the record
haul of 12 golds in
Bhubaneswar, the AFI real-
ised that the team to London
could be a big one. It did not
want a bitter repeat of Rio,
where it had sent a 34-mem-
ber team.

Last-minute rider
So, it said athletes should
compete in the inter-State
Nationals, held in Guntur
five days after the Asians, to
be considered for the
Worlds.

National federations fix
qualification standards for
the Olympics and Worlds
several months in advance
but here the AFI was an-
nouncing them just a fort-
night before London, just as
the doors which were open
for nine months were about
to close!

Unfortunately, the condi-
tions were not ideal at Gun-
tur. It rained heavily and the
practice ground was slushy. 

The country’s top
quarter-milers, including
Asian medallists
Muhammed Anas, Arokia
Rajiv and M.R. Poovamma,
were all present in Guntur,
but sensibly did not run.

Chitra lost to West Bengal
junior international Lili Das,
who came up with an in-
spired run, and that did her
in. 

AFI president Adille
Sumariwalla later explained
that Chitra and Ajay were
dropped as their timings
were slower than the junior
National record and that
Sudha did not compete in
Guntur. Still, despite the me-
diocre performances, the
trio deserved to go to
London.

Inconsistency
The AFI was inconsistent in
its selections, too. Asian
gold-winning heptathlete
Swapna Barman, who did
not compete in Guntur,
found a place in the team.

With the Asian Games
and Commonwealth Games
lined up next year, the AFI
needs to draw up clear and
transparent qualification
standards that will not leave
room for confusion or
manipulation.

A mess the AFI could 
have done without!
Reasons for dropping Asian medallists not convincing

Stan Rayan

KOCHI

By his own admission, Jeev
Milkha Singh has not had a
great 2017. He has made the
cut only four times from 13
appearances on the Asian
and European Tours, his
best finish a tied 22nd at the
jointly-sanctioned ISPS
Handa World Super 6 in
Perth in February.

The 45-year-old is keen to
make a fresh start to the
second half of the season,
though, when the TAKE
Solutions Masters – a
US$300,000 Asian Tour
event — begins at the
Karnataka Golf Association
here on Thursday.

“This year has been slow
for me, nothing great,” he
said on Monday. “I had just
one good round, in the Thai-
land Open, where I shot a
64. That was a positive. It’s
going to be a long season
starting now. After this

week, we play in Fiji. Then
from September, there’s a
tournament nearly every
week. 

“A jump-start is needed
from my side. It’s just a mat-
ter of putting four rounds to-
gether and trusting myself.
I’m going to keep trying and
one week when it clicks,
everything will fall in place.”

Jeev’s last victory came at

the Scottish Open in 2012.
His best year since has been
2016, when he managed
three top-10 finishes, includ-
ing second place at the In-
donesia Open. 

“After that win, I have
suffered a lot of injuries,” he
said. “My finger was out...
your swing changes and
then it gets you down men-
tally. Your swing changes be-
cause you’re trying to com-
pensate for the injury and
then you lose confidence in
whatever you’re doing. It’s
like a vicious circle. 

“Now I’m just going back
to what makes me feel good,
and what makes me hit good
shots. Every player has to go
through injuries, has to go
through the bad times. 

“It’s all about trust and
the belief system. If those
two things are maintained
under pressure, that’s what
is going to make you win
tournaments.”

‘My season needs a jump-start’ 
This year has been slow for me, nothing great: Jeev 

Jeev Milkha Singh.

Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

The Karnataka Golf Association

course has undergone much

work to be ready for this

week’s TAKE Solutions

Masters, the first Asian Tour

event at the venue since the

Indian Open in 2012. 

“KGA has always been good,

but for this event we’ve really

spruced it up,” said KGA

president Sandeep Madhavan.

“We have put in a lot of effort

over the last one month. The

bunkers were the only thing

they (Asian Tour officials) were

not happy with because the

ball was plugging and they

wanted it to drop.

“ We’ve done that and now

the course is in top class

condition. They wanted the

rough to be up to a particular

level and that has been done

too. 

“Our members played a

week back and could not

manage the good scores they

usually do.”

Par will be 71 this week,

with the first hole — ordinarily

a par four — shortened to a

par-three. Total yardage has

consequently fallen by 160

yards to 7060.

KGA ready as Asian Tour returns
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The senior National foot-
ball team will assemble
here on August 11 and train
prior to the AFC Asian Cup
UAE 2019 qualifiers. After
wins against Myanmar and
the Kyrgyz Republic in the
first two fixtures, India will
fly to Macau for its Group A
qualifier match.

Ten players, including
Sarthak Golui, Davinder
Singh, Nikhil Poojary,
Anirudh Thapa and Manvir
Singh, who played in the
AFC under-23 champion-
ship qualifiers in Doha
have been called up by
coach Stephen Constantine
for the training stint in the
southern metropolis.
The probables: 
Goalkeepers: Subrata Paul,
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, Al-
bino Gomes, Vishal Kaith, T.P.
Rehenesh. Defenders: Pritam
Kotal, Sandesh Jhingan,
Arnab Mondal, Anas Edath-
odika, Narayan Das, Jerry Lal-
rinzuala, Lalruatthara, Salam
Ranjan Singh, Sarthak Golui
and Davinder Singh. 
Midfielders: D. Ganesh,
Jackichand Singh, Seityasen
Singh, Nikhil Poojary, Bikash
Jairu, Milan Singh, Udanta
Singh, Eugeneson Lyngdoh,
Md. Rafique, Rowllin Borges,
Holicharan Narzary, German-
preet Singh and Anirudh
Thapa.
Forwards: Jeje Lalpekhlua,
Sumeet Passi, Sunil Chhetri,
Robin Singh, Balwant Singh,
and Manvir Singh.

Indian team
to train in
Chennai
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Ronaldo denies tax fraud
at court hearing 
MADRID

Cristiano Ronaldo denied

hiding millions of Euros in

income at a court hearing

near Madrid on Monday

where he was charged with

tax evasion. “I have never

hidden anything, nor have I

had the intention of evading

taxes. Those that know me,

know what I ask my advisors:

that they have everything up

to date and properly paid,

because I don’t want

problems,” said Ronaldo in a

statement. AFP

Caeleb Dressel brought the
curtain down on the World
championships with a his-
toric seventh gold medal
here on Sunday, equalling
the record of swim legend
Michael Phelps.

Dressel swam the third leg
of the men’s 4x100m medley
relay to leave him with seven
golds to equal fellow Amer-
ican Phelps’ record from a
single Worlds set at the 2007
championships.

The USA broke the World
record in winning the wo-
men’s 4x100m medley relay,
Lilly King took the women’s
50m breaststroke in World
reocrd time, Swedish sprint
queen Sarah Sjostrom
picked up her third sprint
title and Katinka Hosszu won
the women’s 400m IM to
complete the double.
The results: Men: 1,500m free-
style: 1. Gregorio Paltrinieri
(Ita) 14:35.85s, 2. Mykhailo Ro-
manchuk (Ukr) 14:37.14, 3.
Mack Horton (Aus) 14:47.70;
50m backstroke: 1. Camille
Lacourt (Fra) 24.35, 2. Junya
Koga (Jpn) 24.51, 3. Matt Gre-

vers (USA) 24.56; 400m med-
ley: 1. Chase Kalisz (USA)
4:05.90, 2. Daniel Verraszto
(Hun) 4:08.38, 3. Daiya Seto
(Jpn) 4:09.14; 4x100m med-
ley: 1. USA 3:27.91, 2. Great Bri-
tain 3:28.95, 3. Russia 3:29.76.

Women: 50m freestyle: 1.
Sarah Sjostrom (Swe) 23.69, 2.
Ramoni Kromowidjojo (Ned)
23.85, 3. Simone Manuel (USA)
23.97; 50m breaststroke: 1.
Lilly King (USA) 29.40 (WR), 2.
Yuliya Efimova (Rus) 29.57, 3.
Katie Meili (USA) 29.99; 400m

medley: 1. Katinka Hosszu
(Hun) 4:29.33, 2. Mireia Bel-
monte (Esp) 4:32.17, 3. Sydney
Pickrem (Can) 4:32.88. 

4x100m medley relay: 1.
United States 3:51.55 (WR)
(Kathleen Baker, Lilly King,
Kelsi Worrell et Simone
Manuel), 2. Russia 3:53.38
(Anastasiia Fesikova, Yuliya
Efimova, Svetlana Chimrova,
Veronika Popova), 3. Australia
3:54.29 (Emily Seebohm,
Taylor McKeown, Emma McK-
eon, Bronte Campbell).

Dressel �nishes with seven golds
Sarah Sjostrom picks up her third sprint title

Making a splash: Caeleb Remel Dressel of United States, who
won seven gold medals, with the best male athlete award. * AP

Agence France-Presse

Budapest

ProKabaddi league, 
STAR Sports 2 & 2 HD,
8 p.m. & 9 p.m.

TV PICKS

LA makes deal to 
host 2028 Olympics 
LOS ANGELES

Los Angeles has agreed terms

with Olympic officials on a

deal that will bring the

Summer Games to Southern

California in 2028 instead of

2024, city officials told AFP

on Monday. The agreement

opens the door for Paris, Los

Angeles’ only rival in bidding

for 2024, to host the Games

in seven years. AFP
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SPORT

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12073 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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When all five Pandava brothers were present, why did Lord
Krishna single out Arjuna to be the recipient of His advice in
the form of the Bhagavad Gita? It could not have been a ran-
dom choice. Before the Kurukshetra war began, Yudhishtra
walked over to the opposite side where Bhishma and his
teacher Drona were ready to fight the Pandavas. Yudhishtra
sought their blessings before the war began. They said that
dharma would triumph in the end. 

Yudishtra knew that dharma was on his side, said Valaya-
pet Ramachariar in a discourse. He had been more than
reasonable in his requests to the Kauravas. But they had
turned down all his proposals, and peace with them was no
longer possible. Yudishtra knew that he was doing the right
thing by fighting them. He knew he was waging a dharmic
war. So as far as he was concerned, there was no confusion
in his mind. 

Bhima was eager to fight and was not bothered with
dharmic questions. But Arjuna was the one who was
troubled in his mind. He knew that as a warrior he had to
fight and could not turn back from a battle. But how could
he kill Bhishma or Drona? That was his dilemma. So he was
the one who needed instruction. That was why Krishna gave
him advice through the Gita. Arjuna fell at Krishna’s feet and
wanted Krishna to clear his doubts. What Krishna told him
through the Gita was Brahma Vidya. This is a secret Sastra
and should be learned only from an Acharya. 

There is the story of Satyakama told in the Upanishad.
Satyakama received instruction on Brahma Vidya from
Agni, a swan and also from a diver bird, and yet, he reques-
ted his teacher Sage Gautama to teach him, because this
vidya must be learnt only from a guru. 

Because Arjuna fell at His feet, Krishna taught him this
most secret sastra.

FAITH

Why Arjuna was chosen3 Agree to intervene between

sides that are level (5)

4 Flowering plant turning weed

into a bit of magic (9)

5 Act with one in a �lm... (5)

6 ...in case small part of food is

kept in this (9)

7 Once I re-enter some of it goes

up — it's weird (5)

8 Perhaps once British

representative in Ireland (6)

14 I argue with Ben on how to

cook this vegetable (9)

16 Dangerous to take false step,

one's fast (9)

17 Imitate Rafter (4,5)

20 Model models, but not very

often (6)

21 Polish title in English and

Latin (6)

23 Remains a high priest in

religion (5)

24 Conservative measure for a

piece of cake (5)

25 Staff raise no bill (5)

12 Ruler will be back shortly, will

re-emerge (5)

13 After a delay, it's back to

celebration (4)

15 Leverages one's achievements

(8)

18 Watch runs, they catch hooks

(8)

19 Regular vet, likes animals (4)

22 It's a mistake to waste time

out of fear (5)

24 Complaint about bill

introduced in sequence (9)

26 Flirtation could end a marriage

(9)

27 Entrance to temple, features a

sacred mast (5)

28 Oz cricket body excludes drug

in play (7)

29 Foolishly tried to grab pole

position, new driver always

seeking support (7)

■ DOWN

1 Correctness of bill on

minister's office (6)

2 Can I rally to get some

additional support? (9)

(set by Arden)

■ ACROSS

1 No end to happiness after a

drink of wine (7)

5 Weapon outside the modi�ed

weapon (7)

9 Unstable �lm (5)

10 What happens in fall? Student

must go and listen in (9)

11 Poet's 'old king on the

mountain top' (9)
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‘Time to leave 
Bolt’s shadow’ 
LONDON 

Usain Bolt is determined to

bid a golden farewell to his

illustrous track career at the

World Championships in

London but Canada’s Andre

de Grasse is eager to

gatecrash the party. The

22-year-old is looking to

improve on his Olympic

bronze in the 100m and silver

in the 200m last year. AFP

IN BRIEF

Sanchez saga won’t
distract Arsenal: Wenger
LONDON

Arsene Wenger insists the

Alexis Sanchez transfer saga

won’t be a distraction to

Arsenal this season despite

the Chile forward’s refusal to

sign a new contract.

“If that was true we would

sign everybody for 20 years.

I’m not convinced the length

of the contract has any

impact on the performance.

It’s an ideal situation.

Everybody has to perform,”

he said. AFP 

Djokovic drops to 
�fth in ATP rankings
PARIS

Novak Djokovic dropped a

place to fifth with Stan

Wawrinka moving up to

fourth in the ATP rankings

published on Monday. The

former World No.1 is likely to

fall further by the end of the

year as he has already

announced he will not play

again this season due to an

elbow injury. Andy Murray

remains on top ahead of

Rafael Nadal and Roger

Federer. AFP

Usain Bolt’s farewell will be
the major narrative at the
World Championships but
South African speedster
Wayde van Niekerk’s bid for
the 200 and 400m double
could steal some of his
spotlight.

The Jamaican great has
dubbed the 25-year-old van
Niekerk as the sport’s next
superstar and that is likely to
be reinforced at the global
showpiece event in London
which starts on Friday.

But a showdown between
the pair, who are good
friends and trained together
in Jamaica this year, will not
happen with Bolt running
only the 100m and relay to
mark the end of his career. 

“One person I know who
will step up, and he’s been
doing good work, is van
Niekerk. He’s shown that he
really wants to take my
place. He’s been dominating
in all events I feel like if he
runs the 800, he’d probably
do well also,” Bolt said be-
fore the Monaco Diamond
League in which Van Niekerk
won the 400m with the
year’s best time.

van Niekerk is the reign-
ing World champion and he

broke Michael Johnsons 17-
year-old world record to win
Olympic Gold in Rio de
Janeiro last year. All this in a
race he dislikes. 

“I think most everyone
knows that the 400m is not
my favourite distance. I
know it’s a bit crazy. I enjoy
the shorter distances,” he
said. “I try to tell myself that

I need to be more positive
about the 400m, it is has
placed me at the top.”

This time van Niekerk at-
tempts the 200-400m
double that marked out
Johnson as the star of the
1996 Atlanta Olympic Games
after the ruling body of
world athletics changed the
London programme to make

it possible.
In June, he ran personal

bests in both the 100m
(9.94s) and 200m (19.84) and
a world record 30.81 in the
rarely run 300m. 

van Niekerk is the only
sprinter in history to have
run the 100m in under 10
seconds, the 200m in under
20 and the 400m in sub-44.

van Niekerk could steal
some of Bolt’s thunder 
The South African is attempting the 200-400m double at the Worlds 
Reuters

Cape Town

The baton passes... Wayde van Niekerk is widely tipped to be track and �eld’s next superstar. * AP 

HYDERABAD: Green Image (A.A.
Vikrant up) won the Golden Dag-
ger Plate, the main event of the
Hyderabad races at Malakpet on
Monday. The winner is trained by
Sk. Waseem Ahmed and owned
by Mr. Tatineni Raghu Ram.

1 VIJAYS CONQUER PLATE (Div.
III), (1100m), Cat. III, 5-y-o &

over, rated upto 30: GOLDEN

XANTHUS (Rafique Sk.) 1,
Hunter’s Pride (P. Sai Kumar) 2,
Racing Ikon (C.P. Bopanna) 3,
Pretty Star (B.R. Kumar) 4. 3/4,
1/2, 3-1/4. 1m, 08.17s. ₹77 (w), 9, 7,
5 (p), SHP: 14, FP: 292, Q: 94,
Tanala: 250. Favourite: Racing
Ikon. Owners: M/s. Manish
Jaiswal, C.S. Suresh & Mrs. Can-
dida Tania Jaiswal. Trainer: K.S.V.
Prasad Raju.

2 SET ALIGHT PLATE (Div. I),
(1000m), Cat. II, maiden 3-y-o

only (Terms): ARC OF HISTORY

(R.J. Hannam) 1, Takisha (Deep
Shanker) 2, Cymbal (Aneel) 3,
Lord Gift (P. Trevor) 4. 5-3/4, 2
and 1. 1m, 00.55s. ₹9 (w), 5, 5, 23
(p), SHP: 13, FP: 14, Q: 9, Tanala:
255. Favourite: Arc of History.
Owners: Mr. Doulatram & Mrs.
Sudha Gupta. Trainer: L.V.R.
Deshmukh.

3 SET ALIGHT PLATE (Div. II),
(1000m), Cat. II, maiden 3-y-o

only (Terms): DESERT MOON

(Mukesh Kumar) 1, Free Eagle
(Kuldeep Singh) 2, New State (C
Umesh) 3, Plain Jane (Aneel) 4.
3/4, 6 and 1-1/2. 1m, 01.30s. ₹12
(w), 6, 6, 7 (p), SHP: 15, FP: 22, Q:
9, Tanala: 56. Favourite: Free
Eagle. Owners: M/s. K.T. Raidu &
D. Balarama Raju. Trainer: M.
Satyanarayana.

4 FLOWERSOFTHEFOREST

TROPHY (1000m), Cat III, 4-
y-o & over, rated 26 to 46: AMAZ-

ING VENUS (B.R. Kumar) 1, Royal
Dynamite (Md. Ismail) 2, Ragas
Ajalias (K. Sai Kiran) 3, King
David (Deepak Singh) 4. Hd., 1-
3/4 and 1/4. 1m, 01.20 s. ₹13 (w),
6, 7, 7 (p), SHP: 18, FP: 41, Q: 20,
Tanala: 82. Favourite: Amazing
Venus. Owners: M/s. Kudithi Ma-

hender Reddy, Rammohan Belde
& Premanand Sugandhi. Trainer:
Anupam Sharma.

5 VIJAYS CONQUER PLATE (Div.
I), (1100m), Cat. III, 5-y-o &

over, rated upto 30: CASH FOR

RANK (Rafique Sk.) 1, Prepone
(Deep Shanker) 2, Romantic Fire
(P. Trevor) 3, Sefarina (Deepak
Singh) 4. 2-1/4, 1/4 and 1-3/4. 1m,
08.23s. ₹7 (w), 5, 10, 7 (p), SHP:
26, FP: 46, Q: 40, Tanala: 146. Fa-
vourite: Cash for Rank. Owner:
Mr. M. Satyanarayana.Trainer:
L.V.R. Deshmukh.

6 REGENCY CUP (1400m), Cat.
III, 3-y-o & over, rated 26 to

46: MAHATEJI (C. Umesh) 1,
Eternal Angel (R.J. Hannam) 2,
Supremo (S. Sreekant) 3, Prince
Caspian (Akshay Kumar) 4. 3-3/4,
1/2 and hd.. 1m, 26.77s. ₹18 (w), 6,
7, 29 (p), SHP: 19, FP: 62, Q: 35,
Tanala: 1993. Favourite: Prince
Caspian. Owners: M/s. Rakesh R.
Jhunjhunwala, Berjis Minoo De-
sai & Ashok Kumar Gupta.
Trainer: M. Srinivas Reddy.

7 VIJAYS CONQUER PLATE (Div.
II), (1100m), Cat. III, 5-y-o &

over, rated upto 30: ABRACOS

(Mukesh Kumar) 1, Bouncer (Na-
khat Singh) 2, Beauty Flash
(Praven Gaddam) 3, Wonder Star
(P. Sai Kumar) 4. 1, 1 and s hd. 1m,
08.26s. ₹19 (w), 7, 7, 12 (p), SHP:
15, FP: 65, Q: 32, Tanala: 270. Fa-
vourite: Wonder Star. Owner and
trainer: Mr. A. Vatsalya.

8 GOLDEN DAGGER PLATE

(1400m), Cat. II, 5-y-o & over,
rated 42 to 62: GREEN IMAGE

(A.A. Vikrant) 1, Khoshgel (Md. Is-
mail) 2, Mighty Swing (Nakhat
Singh) 3, Astra (R.J. Hannam) 4.
2-1/4, s hd. and 1. 1m, 27.34s. ₹42
(w), 14, 8, 23 (p), SHP: 29, FP: 251,
Q: 81, Tanala: 4377. Favourite: Ki-
mono. Owner: Mr. Tatineni
Raghu Ram. Trainer: Sk. Waseem
Ahmed.

Treble (i): ₹474 (85 tkts.), (ii): ₹77
(531 tkts.), (iii): ₹917 (103 tkts.).
Consolation: ₹111 (1667 tkts.).
Jackpot: ₹2441 (178 tkts.).

Green Image wins
feature event 

Arjun Maini 
finishes eighth 
BUDAPEST

Arjun Maini could only muster

a point in Budapest in Round

4 of the GP3 Series.

Mechanical issues thwarted

Arjun from finishing either

the qualifying round or Race

1. Starting 18th in Race 2,

Arjun made up 10 positions to

finish eighth and secure the

solitary point.

Khaled Mahmud 
suffers stroke 
DHAKA

Former Bangladesh skipper

Khaled Mahmud suffered a

stroke on Saturday morning

and is likely to be taken to

Singapore for treatment. The

all-rounder, who celebrated

his 46th birthday recently,

went into a coma on Sunday

evening when he was shifted

to the ICU of United Hospital

in Dhaka. Mahmud is

currently serving as the

team’s manager ANI

A double strike from sub-
stitute Pyari Xaxa helped a
dominant Indian women’s
team beat Malaysia 2-0 in
an international friendly
match here on Monday.

After a barren first half,
Pyari scored in the 79th
and the 86th minutes of
the match played at the MP
Selayang Stadium here.

India’s dominance was
complete throughout the
match, except for a brief
spell in the second half.
Malaysia did not have
much to boast about in the
match.

Despite all the domin-
ance, India were not able
to find the back of Malay-
sian net. Too much excite-
ment forced players to take
a crack from long ranges
even when their team-
mates were in the clear,
and at times they preferred
to hold on for for too long,
enabling the rivals to out-
number them.

In the 70th minute,
Malaysia’s Malini hit the
post but that the perhaps
the only chance the home
side had. Nine minutes
later, Pyari went past her
marker and placed the ball
into the net.

In the 83rd minute, cap-
tain Bala Devi leapt high to
meet Dalima’s corner but
the ball rebounded off the
post. Soon later Pyari
scored in the 86th minute. 

India beats
Malaysia 
Press Trust of India

Kuala Lumpur

Defending champion Indian
Railways and Bengaluru HA
scripted convincing wins in
Pool-A matches of the MCC-
Murugappa Gold Cup all-In-
dia hockey tournament here
on Monday.

Railways, with three wins
from as many matches, is on
course to qualify for the
semifinals. On the other
hand, Bengaluru has two
wins from three matches.

While Railways walloped
Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu
(HUTN) 4-0, Bengaluru —
despite not being to able to
reprise its performance
against BPCL the other day —
blanked Punjab & Sind Bank

3-0. Railways shot ahead
when Karan Pal Singh
opened the account through
a penalty stroke. Pardeep
Singh increased the margin
through a deflection off a
cross from the right. 

At the stroke of half-time,
Pardeep produced a fine run
on the right and passed the
ball to Raju Pal, who tapped
it home.

Railways dominated the
second half too and made
the opposition defence
dance to its tunes. 

Raju Pal made the most of
the melee during the penalty
corner conversion for the
team’s fourth and final goal. 

The margin would have
been much higher had I.M.

Arun Prasadh not been at
goal. 

The home side penalty
corner conversions came un-
der scanner as it failed to
convert any of the four it got.

Bengaluru, which has set
high standards in this edi-
tion, was nowhere near its
best against PSB. 

The forwardline appeared
listless. But the victory will
help it in the coming
matches. 

The results: 

Pool-A: Bengaluru HA 3 (V.R.
Raghunath 49, Sandeep Singh
60, Rajkumar Pal 66) bt Punjab
& Sind Bank 0. 

Indian Railways 4 (Karan Pal
Singh 5, Pardeep Singh 10, Raju
Pal 35 & 42) bt HUTN 0.

Railways on course to semi�nals
Bengaluru HA blanks Punjab & Sind Bank
K. Keerthivasan 

CHENNAI

Opening salvo: V.R. Raghunath scores against Punjab & Sind
Bank on Monday. * R. RAGU 

Former World record holder
Heena Sidhu prevailed by
0.3 point over Common-
wealth Games silver medal-
list Malaika Goel in the wo-
men’s air pistol event of the
17th all India Kumar
Surendra Singh shooting
championship at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range, Tugh-
lakabad, on Monday.

Despite a string of 9s,
Heena had built such a good

lead that even an 8.6 last
shot compared to 10.2 by
Malaika could not deny her
the gold.

It was a welcome return to
form for Malaika, who had
topped the qualification
along with Heena with 384.

She was beaten to the gold
in the junior section as well
by Manu Bhaker, by 2.8
points. Manu won the youth
gold as well.

Shri Nivetha managed to
pull ahead of Shweta Singh

for the bronze in the wo-
men’s event, while world ju-
nior champion Yashaswini
Singh Deswal did not shoot
the final, both in the wo-
men’s and junior sections,
after having shot the second
best score of 382 in
qualification.

Anisa Sayyed, who shot
381 in qualification, missed
the final as she was late.

Olympian Annu Raj Singh
missed the final by one
point, with a score of 379.

In men’s centre fire pistol,
Sudhir Kumar clinched the
gold ahead of Samaresh Jung
after being tied on 586, while
Achal Pratap Singh Grewal
took the bronze, three points
behind.

Gurpreet Singh and An-
had Jawanda were fourth
and fifth respectively on 582,
while the all-conquering An-
ish Bhanwala had to settle
for the sixth place with 581,
ahead of Harpreet Singh and
Vijay Kumar.

The results: 

Men: 25m centre fire pistol: 1.
Sudhir Kumar 586; 2. Samaresh
Jung 586; 3. Achal Pratap Singh
Grewal 583.

Women: 10m air pistol: 1.
Heena Sidhu 238.9 (384); 2.
Malaika Goel 238.6 (384); 3. P.
Shri Nivetha 217.4 (380).

Juniors: 1. Manu Bhaker 239.0
(378); 2. Malaika 236.2 (384); 3.
Harshada Nithave 213.9 (377).

Youth: 1. Manu 234.9 (378); 2.
Anjali Choudhary 232.1 (373); 3.
Tanu Rawal 211.2 (374).

Heena prevails by a narrow margin
Manu Bhaker wins junior and youth section golds

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Telefunken Club triumphs
NEW DELHI: Man-of-the-
match Sagar Sehrawat
top-scored with 63 and
picked up two wickets as
Telefunken Club beat LB
Shastri Club by three
wickets to lift the first
Admiral Cricket League,
organised by Delhi Cricket
Coaches Association. 

Put in to bat, LB Shastri
could only manage 165, a
target that was overhauled
by Telefunken in under 36
overs.

Lalit Yadav was named best
batsman of the tournament
while Vikas Dixit was
named best bowler. Vision
Panchal was named player
of the tournament.

The scores: LB Shastri Club
165 in 42.5 overs (Rishabh
Drall 33) lost to Telefunken

Club 166 for seven in 35.4
overs (Sagar Sehrawat 63,
Prashant Bhandari 34).

Rawat delivers for
Garhwal Heroes

Last season’s runner-up
Garhwal Heroes rode on a
double strike from Kamal
Rawat to register a 2-0
victory over Delhi United FC
in a Group A preliminary
league match of the Delhi
Soccer Association senior
division league
championship at the
Ambedkar Stadium.

The second match between
Tarun Sangha FC and
Uttarakhand FC was washed
out due to heavy rains.

The results: Garhwal Heroes 2
(Kamal Rawat 2) bt Delhi
United 0; Tarun Shangha vs
Uttarakhand FC washed out.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

\ AROUND THE CITY \

Shining Stars Kolkata,
which is making its first ap-
pearance in the Indian
Masters Badminton
League, has roped in Nikhil
Kanetkar, Arup Bidya, Sou-
men Bhattacharjee and
Amrita Mukherjee. 

The Masters league Sea-
son II will be held in Tiru-
pur from August 12 to 15. 

The team is owned by
the city based Multicon
Group.

The team also has play-
ers from Telengana, Chhat-
tisgarh, Kerala, Maha-
rashtra and Delhi. 

The tournament, meant
for players above the age
group of 35, will have five
men’s doubles events and
two mixed doubles event.

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Nikhil Kanetkar to
represent Shining
Stars Kolkata
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Undefeated so far in his
fledgling professional boxing
career, Vijender Singh is
keen to continue the streak
against China’s Zulpikar Mai-
maitiali when the two face
off in what has been dubbed
‘Battleground Asia’ on Au-
gust 5.

The fight between Mai-
maitiali, the reigning WBO
Oriental super middleweight
champion, and Vijender, the
current WBO Asia Pacific
champion, will be a winner-
takes-all double title match. 

“I will be looking for an-
other knockout and try to
finish as soon as possible
since Chinese products are
not known to last long,”
Vijender quipped, throwing
the first punch in the run-up
to the fight.

Talking to the media on
the sidelines of a sponsor
event, Vijender, with seven
KOs in eight bouts, wasn’t
bothered too much about his
opponent. “To be honest,
even I don’t know much
about him. I only found
some basic details on the in-
ternet but there is hardly any
information on him.

“I have seen just one
video of his and have releg-
ated that responsibility to
my trainer now. For myself, I
am only looking more at get-
ting my weight in control
and working on my fitness
and techniques with light ex-
ercises at the moment,”
Vijender said, making it
clear he did not rate his op-
ponent too high.

Nine years younger than
Vijender, the Chinese No. 1
Maimaitiali is expected to be

a tough customer but the In-
dian was not amused. “I
don’t think age will affect the
fight in any way. In the ring
it’s all about experience and
how you fight. Floyd May-
weather is 40 but he is still
going strong, I may have
crossed 30 but I still feel 20,”
he said.

His promoter, Neerav To-
mar, played down talks of
targeting a World Champion-
ship title any time soon even
as Vijender said he was satis-
fied with the way his profes-
sional career has shaped up. 

“It will take time. My
coach always says, ‘choose
the right fight at the right
time’. Slow and steady wins
the race,” he said. 

Tomar added: “There is
the Commonwealth WBO
title first, then the intercon-

tinental title. We can think of
bidding for a unified title
(WBO, WBC, IBF) at the con-
tinental level also. If we man-
age to get regular fights in
the coming few months then
a possible attempt at the
World Championship by the
end of 2018 can be
expected.”

Vijender had earlier this
year terminated his contract
with UK-based Queensberry
Promotions but the Beijing
Olympic bronze medallist
said there was no bad blood. 

“In fact, they are likely to
be part of the upcoming
fight on August 5 also. Any-
one who brings me bouts is
welcome. 

“But after this my next
fights would definitely be
outside India, maybe in the
UK, the US or Dubai.”

Looking to wrap it
up quickly: Vijender 
Two WBO titles at stake in ‘Battleground Asia’ bout

Just a number: Vijender Singh, who is nine years older than
his Chinese opponent, says age will not be a factor in the
�ght. * PTI

UTHRA GANESAN

NEW DELHI

With the creamy layer of the
country’s table tennis at its
service, Petroleum will again
look to complete an annual
ritual of keeping the Inter-In-
stitutional table tennis team
titles, once the action com-
mences here on Tuesday.

The event, originally allot-
ted to Manipal in Karnataka,
was shifted here due to
paucity of suitable accom-
modation. On the rebound,
the Capital-based Table Ten-
nis Foundation (TTF) opted
to host the premier event.

In the absence of any
noteworthy challenge in the
47th edition of the event at
the Sant Sujan Singhji Inter-

national School here, Petro-
leum men will eye the team
title for the 24th year in suc-
cession. Similarly, the ladies
from Petroleum start as fa-
vourites for the 23rd time,

on the trot.
With the finalists enjoying

direct seeding to the next Na-
tional championship, the
point of interest shifts to the
race for the runner-up spot

in both sections.

Unlike in the past, Rail-
ways has ceased to be the
second best team in the com-
petition. Airport Authority of
India (AAI) players have
shown more consistency and
finished runner-up in both
sections last year in Jaipur.

Though National cham-
pion Sharath Kamal will miss
the three-day team event
and be back for the indi-
vidual competition, Petro-
leum will be more than a
handful for its nearest chal-
lenger — AAI, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) or Railways.

Among the ladies, Petro-
leum’s nearest challenger
could be either AAI, RBI, Air
India or Railways. National

champion Madhurika Patkar,
Manika Batra, Pooja Sahasr-
abudhe, Archana Kamath
and Poulomi Ghatak make
Petroleum too strong.
The groupings: Men: Group A:
Petroleum, Food Corporation
and Ordnance Factory; Group B:
Airport Authority, LIC and Elec-
tricity Board; Group C: Reserve
Bank, Employees State Insur-
ance, and Ministry of Commu-
nications & Information Tech-
nology; Group D: Railways,
Defence Accounts and Atomic
Energy.

Women: Group A: Petroleum,
MC & IT, and Indian Audit;
Group B: AAI, LIC and Food Cor-
poration; Group C: RBI, Central
Revenue, ESIC; Group D: Air In-
dia, Railways, Defence Ac-
counts and BSNL.

Petroleum will call the shots again 
Inter-Institutional table tennis championship from today
Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

Vital cog: National champion Madhurika Patkar will lead
Petroleum’s challenge at the event. * FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN

Ramkumar Ramanathan
and Yuki Bhambri came
through qualifying to make
the main draw of the $ two
million Citi Open ATP 500
tennis tournament here.

Both Ramkumar and
Bhambri had to win only
one round in the qualifiers
to make the main draw, and
neither dropped a set in
beating Marinko Matosevic
and Liam Broady
respectively.

In the first round, Ramku-
mar will play Argentine
World No. 100 Guido Pella
while Bhambri will be up
against American teenager-
Stefan Kozlov, ranked 132 in
the world.

The results: 
Citi Open ATP 500, Washing-
ton DC: Qualifying: Second
and final round: Ramkumar
Ramanathan bt Marinko Mato-
sevic (Aus) 7-5, 6-3; Yuki
Bhambri bt Liam Broady (GBr)
6-2, 6-4.
$25,000 Futures, Erzurum,
Turkey: First round: Aless-
andro Ragazzi (Ita) bt Sathi
Reddy Chirala 6-2, 6-4. 
Doubles first round: Sarp
Agabigun & Altug Celikbilek
(Tur) bt Franco Feitt (Arg) &
Sathi Reddy Chirala 6-4, 6-1.
$15,000 Futures, Nonthaburi,
Thailand: Doubles first round:
Hong Kit Wong & Pak Long
Yeung (Hkg) bt Yu Hsiang Chiu
(Tpe) & Haadin Bava 7-6(3),
6-1; Sang-Woo Noh (Kor) &
David Agung Susanto (Ina) bt
Ronnie Schneider (US) &
Rishab Agarwal 6-4, 6-3.

Ramkumar, Bhambri
qualify for 
ATP 500 Citi Open
Sports Bureau

Washington DC

Falcons TTC’s Wu Yang, who
stole the show on the final
night of the inaugural Ulti-
mate Table Tennis league on
Sunday, walked away with
the biggest individual purse
of ₹1.5 lakh after being
named the ‘Ultimate One’
(456 points in the competi-
tion) besides winning ₹1 lakh
for being the Most Valuable
Player among women. 

England’s Liam Pitchford
got ₹1 lakh for being the
male MVP. 

Wu, who played 14
matches for the triumphant
team that got a champion’s
purse of ₹1 crore, was fol-
lowed in the points list by
Han Ying (433 points/14
matches), Marcos Freitas
(356/12), Kim Song I (331/11)
and Andrej Gacina (311/11 ).

Pitchford named men’s MVP of the inaugural UTT league

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Star of the show: As the women’s MVP, Wu Yang walked away
with a cheque for ₹1.5 lakh. * PTI

Wu named ‘Ultimate One’
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Scientists in the U.S. have
found yet another use for
curcumin, the bioactive
component of turmeric that
is widely used in Indian
cuisine, this time to treat

cancer in children. Re-
searchers at Nemours Chil-
dren’s Hospital and the Uni-
versity of Central Florida
(UCF) have found that nano-
particles loaded with
curcumin can target and
destroy neuroblastoma tu-

mour cells. Children aged
five or less are most com-
monly affected.

In their study, the re-
searchers attached
curcumin to cerium oxide
nanoparticles and tested the
nano-curcumin formulation

in cell lines of a high-risk
form of neuroblastoma.

No toxicity
“This formulation induced
substantial cell death in
neuroblastoma cells while
producing no or only minor

tions. The study demon-
strates a treatment method
“without the toxicity of
agressive therapy” and
shows that nanoparticles
can be “an effective delivery
vehicle” for cancer drugs,
said a statement from UCF.

toxicity in healthy cells,”
says the report published in
Nanoscale. Curcumin has
been shown to have substan-
tial anti-cancer ability, but
its low solubility and poor
stability have restricted its
use in therapeutic applica-

Chemical from turmeric treats cancer in children: study
Indo-Asian News Service

Bengaluru

Archaeologists at Cambod-
ia’s Angkor Wat temple com-
plex studying the site of a
hospital from eight to nine
centuries ago say they have
found a large statue in their
excavations. 

The government agency
that oversees the complex,
the Apsara Authority, said
on its website that the statue
measuring six feet and three
inches in height and 23
inches in width was dis-
covered on Sunday by its
team, working with experts
from Singapore’s Institute of

Southeast Asian Studies. It is
one of the largest statues
from the era to be un-
earthed in recent years. 

The agency said the
statue, believed to be from
the 12th or 13th century, is
thought to have been a sym-
bolic guardian of the en-
trance of the hospital. It will
be put on public exhibition
in the museum in the north-
western province of Siem
Reap, where Angkor is loc-
ated. In late 2011, archaeolo-
gists at the temple complex
unearthed the two largest
Buddhist statues found
there in eight decades. 

Six-foot statue found 
at Angkor Wat site
It represented a guardian deity

Associated Press

Phnom Penh

Ancient craft: Archaeologists examine the statue unearthed
at Angkor Wat in Cambodia on Sunday. * APSARA AUTHORITY/AP

Sam Shepard, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright
and Oscar-nominated actor
whose celebrated career
spanned nearly five dec-
ades, has died, a family
spokesman said on Monday.
He was 73.

Shepard died at home in
Kentucky on Thursday of
complications from
amyotrophic lateral scler-
osis, or Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, the spokesman said. 

Shepard, who wrote
nearly 50 plays, won the
Pulitzer for drama in 1979
for his play Buried Child and
was nominated for an
Academy Award in 1984 for
best actor in a supporting
role for The Right Stuff.

One of his most recent
roles was in the Netflix tele-
vision series Bloodline.

Born in Fort Sheridan,
Illinois in 1943, Shepard was
the son of a teacher mother
and Army officer father,
who was a bomber pilot
during the Second World
War. 

Shepard had a nomadic
early childhood, moving
from base to base around
the country before graduat-
ing from high school in
Duarte, California. 

He started acting and
writing while still in high
school, and spent a year
studying agriculture before
joining a travelling theater
company and later moving
to New York, where he
began writing plays.

He became playwright in
residence at San Francisco’s

Magic Theater and also
worked in Hollywood as a
writer on Zabriskie Point in
1970, until his role as Chuck
Yeager in The Right Stuff
brought him a wider
audience.

Paris, Texas, for which he
wrote the screenplay, won
the Palme D’Or at the 1984
Cannes Film Festival.

In 1986, he was elected to
the American Academy of
Arts and Letters. His plays
are performed on and off
Broadway and in theatres
across the United States.

Worked with Bob Dylan
Shepard also collaborated
with Bob Dylan in writing
the 11-minute song Browns-
ville Girl, which appeared
on Dylan’s 1986 album
Knocked Out Loaded. 

Shepard was in a long-
term relationship with the
actress Jessica Lange for
many years. The couple had
two children together, and
Shepard is also survived by
a son he shared with actress
O-Lan Jones, to whom he
was previously married.

Actor-playwright
Sam Shepard dead
He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1979

Agence France-Presse

New York

Sam Shepard. * AFP

French actor Jeanne Mor-
eau, who lit up the screen in
Jules et Jim and starred in
some of the most critically-
acclaimed films of the 20th

century, has died aged 89,
her agent said on Monday.

The actor epitomised the
freedoms of the 1960s and
brought daring, depth and
danger to a string of cine-
matic masterpieces from
Louis Malle’s Lift to the Scaf-
fold to Jacques Demy’s Bay
of Angels.

Moreau, who was still
making films at 87, was
found dead at her home in
Paris early on Monday, the
district’s mayor told AFP.

Once described by U.S.
director Orson Welles as
“the best actress in the
world”, she was a feminist
icon and trailblazer for liber-
ated women as well as the
face of French New Wave.

“Physical beauty is a dis-
grace,” she once said in her

characteristic rasp, her
voice redolent with the
strong French cigarettes she
smoked. Yet that did not
stop her becoming the
thinking man’s femme fatale
with film scholar David
Shipman calling her “the
arthouse love goddess”. 

Leading tributes to the
plain-speaking actress,
French President Em-
manuel Macron said Moreau
had “embodied cinema”
and she was a free spirit
who “always rebelled
against the established
order”.

Jeanne Moreau, French
�lm legend, dies at 89 
Agence France-Presse

Paris

Jeanne Moreau. * AP
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