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NEARBY

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief
operational commander Abu
Dujana, who had survived
five major encounters in the
past, was gunned down by
the security forces in an en-
counter in the Pulwama dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, setting off viol-
ent protests across the State. 

His local associate, Arif
Nabi Dar, alias Rehan alias
Lelhari, a resident of Kaka-
pora, was also killed. 

Dujana was caught when
he went to meet his wife.
“The Jammu and Kashmir
police were keeping a watch
on him,” said a senior Home
Ministry official. “This was
not the first time... He had
come to meet his wife on
two occasions earlier, and he
followed the same pattern
and time. It was easy for the
police to zero in on him.”

As soon as Dujana arrived
early on Tuesday, police
placed “watchers” around
the house. They waited for
over two hours for the forces
to arrive. “We tried to per-
suade Dujana and his associ-
ate to surrender through the
owner of the house they
were hiding in. They did
not,” said Inspector General
of Police, Kashmir, Muneer
Khan, explaining how they

ended up killing the milit-
ants. 

A dossier prepared by se-
curity agencies said he had
“tremendous local support”,
and that he had trimmed his
beard to avoid recognition.
“As the militants were inside
the residential complex,
there was no option other
than to blow up the house,”
said the official.

“Dujana is believed to
have replaced Abu Qasim as
LeT head of operations in
South Kashmir after the lat-

ter was killed in 2015. Dujana
was a Pakistani,” said Home
Ministry spokesperson
Ashok Prasad.

Attack by locals
Security forces allegedly
opened fire when locals,
throwing stones, tried to
converge on the encounter
site. Police said a civilian,
identified as Firdous Bhat,
was caught in the “cross
fire.” He succumbed to injur-
ies later. 

Dar’s body was allowed to

be buried at his native place
in Pulwana. Hundreds of loc-
als participated in the fu-
neral. However, Dujana’s
body was buried at the hill-
side of Boniyar in Baramulla
district, far away from popu-
lated areas. 

The killing of the militants
and the civilian led to a shut-
down in Pulwama, Shopian,
Kulgam, Srinagar and Kup-
wara. Students clashed with
security forces at many
places, forcing the authorit-
ies to close down all educa-

tional institutions for two
days. Internet and rail ser-
vices were stopped too.

Rallying point
“Dujana was instrumental in
recruiting local youth for
LeT,” said the police. He
would appear at militants’
funerals and galvanise sup-
port for militancy through
fiery speeches. He had ad-
dressed the gathering at the
funeral of Burhan Wani. 

(With inputs from 
Vijaita Singh) 

LeT commander killed in Valley 
Successful operation by security forces triggers violent protests, leaving civilian dead 

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

No sanctuary: Soldiers at the house at Hakripora in Pulwama district, where the militants were holed up, on Tuesday. * NISSAR AHMAD

Arvind Panagariya has
stepped down as Vice-Chair-
man of the government
think tank NITI Aayog. The
Columbia University pro-
fessor will be returning to
the U.S. to rejoin academia.

The noted economist,
who was appointed to the
post by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in January 2015,
has written to Mr. Modi re-
questing to be relieved by
the end of the month as he
has not been granted an ex-
tension of leave from
Columbia University.

Mr. Panagariya, 64, told
reporters that he had ex-
pressed his desire to rejoin
academia to the Prime Min-
ister about two months
back. He is a Professor of In-
dian Political Economy at
Columbia University.

His last day in office will
be August 31, and he is likely
to rejoin the University on
September 5.

The Prime Minister is the
Chairman of the NITI Aayog.

Mr. Panagariya holds a
Ph.D in Economics from
Princeton University and
has also worked for the
World Bank, the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund, the
World Trade Organisation,
and the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Devel-
opment in various
capacities.

The economist had re-
cently said that India’s gross
domestic product (GDP)
could rise to about $8 tril-
lion over the next 15 years if
the country registers an eco-
nomic growth of 8% annu-
ally. 

Mr. Panagariya was often
outspoken on issues, includ-
ing labour reforms, privat-
isation of Air India and sick
PSUs, due to which the RSS-
affiliate Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh had accused the NITI
Aayog of furthering the cor-
porate lobby’s agenda in the
country.

Returning to U.S. to rejoin academia

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Arvind Panagariya

Panagariya quits
NITI Aayog

The BJP is keenly watching
the developments within
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AI-
ADMK), and its two factions,
but says that any possibility
of the party joining the NDA
coalition at the Centre is
contingent on a merger of
the two factions. 

Senior party leaders deal-
ing with Tamil Nadu told
The Hindu that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
party president Amit Shah
were clear that a merger of
the two factions was a con-
dition for any understand-
ing at the national level. 

Political vacuum
“The BJP has neither an or-
ganisational spread nor a
charismatic leader at the
helm of affairs in Tamil
Nadu. A weakened AIADMK
may present a political va-
cuum but we have a long
way to go before we can
cash in on that. In the mean-
while, there is an Opposi-
tion coalition between the
DMK and the Congress that
can take advantage. For us,
therefore, the AIADMK has
to merge its two factions for

there to be any possibilities
of expansion in the State
with an alliance partner,”
said a senior party leader in
touch with both factions of
the AIADMK. An AIADMK
sans Jayalalithaa is a pos-
sible ally but not in such a
scattered form where the
DMK could defeat the party
in the next elections. 

The BJP has received sup-
port from both factions of
the AIADMK for the presid-
ential and vice-presidential
polls. “Prime Minister Modi
is clear that the Centre will
extend all help to the State
government for develop-
mental activities and have a
positive engagement with
Tamil Nadu,” said the
leader. 

Only a united AIADMK 
can be an ally, says BJP

Tie-up is conditional on merger 

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi is keen on
the merger of the two
factions * PTI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Former Deputy Inspector
General of Gujarat D.G.
Vanzara and Rajasthan IPS
officer Dinesh M.N. were
discharged on Tuesday by
a CBI court here in the al-
leged fake encounter cases
of Sohrabuddin Sheikh and
Tulsiram Prajapati in 2005. 

The CBI charge sheet
had said that police offi-
cials of Gujarat and Ra-
jasthan had entered into a
conspiracy to kill gangster
Sohrabuddin Sheikh and
abduct his wife Kauser Bi
in 2005. 

CBI court
discharges
Vanzara 
Special Correspondent 

Mumbai

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Highlighting the need for a
comprehensive law on data
protection, the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India
informed a nine-judge
Bench of the Supreme Court
on Tuesday that the Centre
has constituted a committee
of experts, led by former Su-
preme Court judge, Justice
B.N. Srikrishna, to identify
“key data protection issues”
and suggest a draft data pro-
tection Bill. 

Appearing before the
Bench led by Chief Justice of
India J.S. Khehar hearing the
question whether privacy is
a fundamental right, UIDAI,
the nodal agency for the im-

plementation of Aadhaar,
said privacy is not a funda-
mental right; privacy is sub-
jective and dependent on
human behaviour. Any at-
tempt by the court to probe

it in the status of a funda-
mental right would damage
the nation and stymie the
government’s efforts for
good governance.

Instead, Additional Soli-
citor General Tushar Mehta
pointed out that the govern-
ment’s focus is now on fram-
ing overarching principles
for data protection. He said
the Justice Srikrishna Com-
mittee was constituted on
July 31, 2017. 

“The government is cog-
nisant of the growing im-
portance of data protection
in India,” Mr. Mehta read out
from the Office Memor-
andum appointing the
Justice Srikrishna panel.

Panel to draft data protection Bill, SC told
Privacy argument will hit governance, says UIDAI

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Lower interest rates and
stagnant property prices,
in combination with the in-
terest subsidy under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), have
markedly improved the
economics for home buy-
ers, bankers said.

With interest rates falling
about 200 basis points (one
basis point is equal to 1/
100th of 1%) in the last 15
months, EMIs (equated
monthly instalments) for
small and medium ticket
home loans in some cases
have fallen below the rent
paid for the same property.

According to bankers,

for a home loan of ₹25 lakh,
when the current interest
rate of 8.5-9% is coupled
with the subsidy benefit un-
der the PMAY, the real in-
terest rate for a home buyer

with an income of ₹12 to ₹18
lakh per annum works out
to just 4%, after adjusting
for tax benefits. The sub-
sidy amount would be
higher if the income is

lower. 
“Housing loan interest

rates have been going down
the past few months. While
the trend may not continue
at the same pace, the re-
duction in interest rates, in
combination with the
credit-linked subsidy
scheme, has certainly
changed the economics
guiding the home buying
versus renting argument,”
Rajiv Anand, executive dir-
ector, Axis Bank said. The
PMAY scheme is available
for first time home buyers
with family income up to
₹18 lakh and for property
size up to 110 square metres
(1,100 sq. ft. carpet area). 

It’s easier to buy than rent small homes
MANOJIT SAHA

MUMBAI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

Rahul Gandhi joins
protest by farmers
LUCKNOW

Congress vice-president

Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

demanded fair compensation

to farmers and traders

a�ected by the expansion of

a highway passing through

Amethi, his LS constituency. 

NEWS A PAGE 10
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PM announces ₹2,350 cr.
package for �ood-hit NE
GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday announced

a total package of ₹2,350

crore for all north eastern

States hit by �oods and

immediate release of ₹250

crore for �ood-hit Assam, as

he undertook a visit here to

assess the situation in the

region.

NATION A PAGE 7
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A
nnouncement about
impending layoffs can
be alarming for any

employee. Equally nerve-
wracking is the after-effect of
losing a coworker once the
layoffs are over. Employees
who are retained often go
through mixed feelings of re-
lief and guilt that can be un-
settling for them and unpro-
ductive for an organisation.
Any organisation, irrespect-
ive of its size or the robust-
ness of its strategy, may go
through a lean period that
forces it to downsize its em-
ployee strength to cut opera-
tional costs.

Likewise, if the organisa-
tion decides to outsource a
portion of its non-core func-
tions to an external agency, it
may have to lay off its em-
ployees to avoid overstaffing
due to redundancy of roles.
Besides these common reas-
ons for layoffs, change of
leadership due to merger
and acquisition may result in
layoffs as the new leadership
will have fresh objectives.
Whatever be the reason, lay-
offs have to be handled with
utmost care to avoid negative
fallouts. Formal sectors like
IT, healthcare and e-com-
merce are going through un-
certain times, mainly due to
global political and eco-
nomic reforms. For instance,
when there are certain rate
cuts made by an interna-
tional client on account of
policy changes in their geo-
graphical location, IT/ITeS
companies in India offering
services to the client will feel
the brunt and try to cut
losses by laying off full-time
employees. Similarly, when
processes become fully auto-
mated, human employees

become redundant. This can
be disturbing for employees
in the formal sector who are
used to fixed salaries and
full-time jobs. Unlike the
formal sector, the informal
sector operates on marginal
profits compelling employers
to hire contractual or part-
time workers. Small and mi-
cro-enterprises that operate
on very low budgets and
shifting workforce are the or-
der of the day. 

Individuals in the informal
sector are well aware of the
job risks and fear layoffs and
pay cuts. This fear has led
these informal workers to de-
velop survival skills, which
include being able to adapt
to any adverse situation that
comes their way and make
the best of it.

Energetic workers 
What with all the harsh cir-
cumstances that come in the
way of the informal sector in
India, the workforce has be-
come more agile and resili-
ent, working together in
unity, contributing to 7.6% of
GDP. In this context, employ-
ees in the formal sector have
a lot to learn about coping
with uncertainties at their
workplaces. 

They should draw inspira-
tion from the energetic work-
ers who are used to financial
insecurity and job cuts in
their space. With the right at-
titude, workers in the formal
sector can see layoffs as a sig-
nal to move on to more in-
novative projects or oppor-
tunity to begin their own
entrepreneurial journey by
acknowledging their profes-
sional strengths and using
their existing network.

Great survivors
As contractual and project-

based employees, those
working in the informal sec-
tor are better equipped to
look for continuous source of
income by learning industry-
aligned skills to ensure sus-
tainability. Contrary to this,
habituated by a more struc-
tured and organised format,
the employees in the formal
sector stumble in the face of
change and take more time
to adjust to new conditions. 

They are used to a prede-
termined career path that
leads to complacency. 

These employees can ad-
opt the irrepressible spirit of
an informal worker who
fights all odds to get skilled
and find better livelihood op-
portunities through lifelong
learning. Since more and
more non-core business
functions are being out-
sourced to cut costs, the
formal sector is slowly turn-
ing less-organised. Depend-
ency on third parties is the
primary reason for such a
trend. 

Therefore, the formal sec-
tor too is witnessing quite a
few contractual openings
with less job security. This
would mean that the employ-
ees have to get industry-
ready like their counterparts
in the informal sector and
continue to carve their own

career paths by leaving their
comfort zones.

Efficient networkers
Due to the volatile nature of
the informal sector, workers
and supervisors there tend to
build their own professional
community through continu-
ous networking. 

They lean on each other
for gaining entry into various
blue-collar jobs or starting
their own micro-enterprises.

For instance, in the auto
service sector, workers pool
in their resources and skills
to set up small-scale service
centres in semi-urban or
rural areas, catering to their
community. 

Such trends are seen in
the apparel and construction
sectors too where there are
close-knit communities and
support groups that stand
united to upskill, re-skill and
market themselves to stay
employed or turn into micro-
entrepreneurs. Women from
low-income households are
coming forward and turning
into beauty-preneurs, open-
ing their own parlours with
support from their network.
The formal sector too must
focus on creating such net-
works that could become a
safety net in the long run,
providing them with better
opportunities to keep their
career rolling.

In this volatile market,
holding on to a single oppor-
tunity for long is not realistic.
The workforce in the formal
sector must roll up their
sleeves and look for fresh op-
portunities and seize them,
when they are found, like the
informal workers who thrive
in the face of uncertainties.

(Gayathri Vasudevan is Co-
founder & CEO of LabourNet
Services India Pvt. Ltd.)

Career lessons from unexpected quarters
The workforce in the informal sector is resilient and agile and has the ability to adapt to any adverse situation

Gayathri Vasudevan

Illustration: K.B. Jawaharr
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Winning qualities

B Workers in the informal
sector take job insecurity
and pay cuts in their
stride

B They try to beat the odds
through lifelong learning

B They build their own
professional community
through continuous
networking
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DELHI Timings

Wednesday, August 02

RISE 05:44 SET 19:12

RISE 14:54 SET 01:14

Thursday, August 03

RISE 05:44 SET 19:11

RISE 15:46 SET 01:55

Friday, August 04

RISE 05:44 SET 19:11

RISE 15:46 SET 01:55

Three members of a family,
including two women, who
had allegedly killed a five-
year-old girl in a human sac-
rifice ritual have been arres-
ted by the police in Koraput
district of Odisha.

Same village
The victim as well as the
three accused involved in
the murder were from Sor-
isapadar village. The victim
happened to be a neighbour
of the alleged killers. 

Instigated by a dream, the
three superstitious tribals
had resorted to human sacri-
fice of the girl to gain black
magic powers, police
sources said.

Bibhisana Pandka (55), his

wife Radhika Pandka (50)
and his married daughter
Sumi Pandka (30) were ar-
rested by the police on
Monday. All the three ac-
cused were sent to Koraput
jail under judicial custody as
their bail plea was rejected
by a court.

According to inspector in
charge of the Pottangi police
station, Deb Kumar Gamang,
the accused had murdered
the victim on July 22 night. 

They had buried the body
inside a jungle near the vil-
lage, which was recovered
by the police on July 29. 

During interrogation, the
three accused confessed to
their crime, said Mr.
Gamang.

For the past few years,
Bibhisana, his wife and

daughter had been involved
in sorcery rituals. 

It is alleged that a few
days ago Bibhisana’s wife
Radhika had claimed that in
her dream she had been dir-
ected by some supernatural
power in her dream to offer
a human sacrifice. 

Girl kidnapped
She along with her husband
and daughter had then
planned to kill the girl in
their neighbourhood. On
July 22, they kidnapped the
victim and allegedly killed
her before the deity they
worshipped in their home.

Earlier, on June 18, a 22-
year-old woman had been
arrestedin Koraput district
for murdered her own
daughter for sorcery. 

Three held for human sacri�ce
Allegedly killed a minor girl to gain black magic powers

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tues-
day said she will never sup-
port the division of the State
and urged all political
parties in the hills to restore
peace and normal life in Dar-
jeeling, where the indefinite
shutdown entered its 48th
day.

“Whatever happens,
everyone should remember
that I am ready to give up my
life but I will never support

dividing (the State) into
parts. Every district is our as-

set. People from every reli-
gion, caste will be here.

“This is India. It is our
duty to protect it, not to di-
vide it. I love the hills like all
other districts of West
Bengal. But people must re-
member that the hills are a
part of West Bengal and will
remain so in the future,” she
said at a rally here in North
Dinajpur district this
afternoon.

The Chief Minister said
that she would do everything
for the development of Dar-

jeeling but not anything
which may lead to a riot or
create disturbance among
the people.

The Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM) is spearhead-
ing the shutdown in Darjeel-
ing to press the demand for a
separate Gorkhaland.

She requested political
parties and leaders in the
hills to “be calm and help in
restoring normal life in Dar-
jeeling”, to bring back peace
and solve problems being
faced by the locals.

Will never support division
of Bengal, says Mamata 
Urges all political parties in the hills to restore peace, normal life in Darjeeling

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee * PTI

Press Trust of India

Chopra (West Bengal)

Areas around a paramilitary
battalion headquarters in
west Tripura witnessed viol-
ence on Tuesday after tribal
men and women organised a
protest following rumours
that a woman had been ab-
ducted. Several protesters
and at least 10 security per-
sonnel were injured in the
unrest at Bodhjungnagar.

A few hundred security
personnel were deployed
outside the headquarters of
the second battalion of the
Tripura State Rifles (TSR)

where the crowd, mostly
youths, started protesting
against the alleged abduc-
tion of the woman and
snatching of valuables from
her husband on Monday
night.

The protesters had star-
ted gathering since dawn,
first outside the Bodhjung-
nagar police station.

At one point the protest-
ers started pelting stones at
the security personnel and
in response the authorities
used teargas, water cannon
and baton. However, the un-
ruly mob continued hurling

stones and bricks at security
men and shouting anti-TSR
slogans. 

An electronic media
journalist covering the event
also sustained injuries.

Traffic on the roads con-
necting the TSR battalion
headquarters and the Bud-
hjungnagar industrial estate
came to a halt due to the vi-
olence. Some shops were
damaged and a cement fact-
ory nearby was ransacked.

Meanwhile, the ‘abducted
woman’ surfaced unharmed
in her village. She denied be-
ing taken away by anyone.

Tribals resort to violence
Over rumours that a woman had been abducted

Syed Sajjad Ali 

Agartala

Villagers resorting to stone-pelting and arson at Budhjungnagar police station to protest
against the alleged abduction of a tribal woman in Agartala on Tuesday. * PTI

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has urged
the Centre to extend the cut-
off date for registration of
farmers under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana till
August 16.

In a letter addressed to
Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister
Radha Mohan Singh on
Tuesday, Mr. Patnaik re-
quested that suitable direct-
ives for extension of the cut-
off date for registration of
farmers be issued to safe-

guard the interest of the
farmers of Odisha.

The Chief Minister said
the State government had
made elaborate plans for
covering 25 lakh farmers
and 20 lakh hectares area
under the programme to
provide a safety net to the
farmers keeping in view the
instructions of the Govern-
ment of India. 

But when the registration
of the farmers picked up
momentum, the entire sys-
tem got upset due to snags
in the Central Crop Insur-
ance portal, he added

‘Extend cut-o� date for
registration of farmers’ 

For Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

Special Correspondent 

BHUBANESWAR 

Buoyed with the release of
two key leaders of the agita-
tion against setting up a
power grid in Bhangar in
South 24 Paraganas district,
the agitators have said that
they will intensify the move-
ment from next week.

The leaders concerned -
Sarmistha Chowdhury and
Pradeep Singh Thakur,
charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act -
were released from jail on
Tuesday after they were

granted bail by the Calcutta
High Court. Both the leaders
belong to the Communist
Party of India (Marxist Len-
inist) Red Star (CPI-ML [Red
Star]). 

While Ms. Chowdhury is a
Central Committee member
of the party, Mr. Thakur is
the State secretary CPI-ML
[Red Star].

‘Become stronger’ 
“The agitation in Bhangar
will go on and become
stronger in future,” Ms.
Chowdhury told journalists

after release from Alipore
jail in Kolkata.

Leaders of the Jomi,
Jibika, Bastutantra O
Poribesh Raksha Commit-
tee’ (Committee for Protec-
tion of Land, Livelihood,
Ecology and Environment),
which is leading the agita-
tion in Bhangar, told The
Hindu: “The release of Ms.
Chowdhury and Mr. Thakur
is a major boost to the agita-
tion. We will intensify the
agitation from next week
with several rallies and
protest demonstrations.”

‘Release of leaders a major boost to the agitation’

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

Bhangar agitation leaders call
for intensifying movement 

The Orissa High Court on
Tuesday granted condi-
tional bail to real estate
broker Subhankar Nayak,
who was arrested by the
CBI in November 2014 for
allegedly being in close
nexus with the directors of
a chit fund company — M/s
Seashore Group of Com-
panies -- and liaising with
bureaucrats, policemen
and politicians in order to
get undue favour for the
company.

Justice J. P. Das of the
High Court granted bail to
Nayak on bail bonds of ₹2
lakh each from two
sureties and depositing
cash or properties worth of
₹5 lakh with the trial court.
Other conditions of bail
shall be imposed as the
special court of CJM (CBI)
at Bhubaneswar may deem
fit, said Nayak’s advocate
Ashok Kumar Mohapatra. 

The CBI had seized sev-
eral incriminating docu-
ments and entries made by
Nayak in his personal
diary.

HC grants
conditional
bail to realtor

Correspondent 

CUTTACK 
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Aju Varghese moves HC,
seeks quashing of FIR
KOCHI

Actor Aju Varghese on

Tuesday filed a petition in the

Kerala High Court seeking to

quash the FIR registered on a

charge of revealing the

identity of the woman actor

in the sexual assault case. He

had also produced an

affidavit signed by the

woman actor saying that she

did not have any objection to

the court quashing the

criminal case slapped on him. 

IN BRIEF

Chinese girl and mother
to be shifted to Kochi jail
KOCHI

Han Riu Hou, the four-year-

old Chinese girl, who was

arraigned as an accused and

jailed along with her mother

in a women’s prison at

Thrissur for visa overstay, will

be shifted to Kochi jail as the

authorities failed to comply

with the court directions on

the welfare of the child. 

The chinks remained but
leaders of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and
the Bharaitya Janata Party
here and in Kottayam sat to-
gether on Tuesday to take
the peace initiative launched
by Kerala Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan to the
grassroots.

At both places, the two
sides displayed unity in their
resolve to avoid political viol-
ence and act quickly if there
was a threat of rivalry
between the two sides turn-
ing into violence. In the State
capital, there was a con-
sensus on avoiding provocat-
ive statements that could
spur animosity. 

The two sides pledged to
extend all possible support
to the police in apprehend-
ing those responsible for the

recent spate of clashes. 
Speaking to media per-

sons after the talks, CPI (M)
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict secretary Anavoor
Nagappan and State commit-
tee member V. Sivankutty
said efforts would be made
by both parties to prevent

further attacks on party of-
fices and houses of party
workers. They added that
the district leadership of the
parties had resolved to ef-
fectively intervene to defuse
tensions.

BJP district president S.
Suresh said the CPI(M) lead-

ership had been urged to
isolate criminal elements in
politics. He also reiterated
the party’s stance for an in-
dependent probe by the po-
lice. 

Reaching out
Alleging that BJP workers
had been wrongfully tar-
geted by the police in many
cases, Mr. Suresh called for a
relook into such action. 

Briefing the media after
the talks in Kottayam, CPI(M)
district secretary V.N.
Vasavan and BJP district
president N. Hari said both
the parties had agreed to
take steps to resolve bilateral
issues at the grassroots level.
However, Mr. Hari clarified
that they had not taken up is-
sues related to police action
in the political violence.

(With inputs from
Kottayam)

CPI(M), BJP take peace
e�ort forward in Kerala
District leadership of both parties will take proactive steps to prevent violence

For a cause: BJP and RSS leaders at the State Guest House in
Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday. * S. MAHINSHA

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

In a relief to the students be-
longing to the Overseas Cit-
izens of India (OCI) category,
the Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday said OCI students,
who had secured ranks in
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET), were
entitled to seek admission to
the undergraduate medical
and dental courses under
the management quota in
deemed universities. 

The Court also directed
the Director General of
Health Services (DGHS), who
is conducting counselling for
admission to medical and
dental colleges under the
deemed universities, to no-
tify all OCI students that they
were eligible to participate in
the ongoing second round of
counselling for the admis-
sion to the MBBS and BDS
courses.

A Division Bench, com-

prising Justice H.G. Ramesh
and Justice S. Mudagal,
passed the interim order
after hearing the petitions
filed by Aparna Macharla
and two other students hav-
ing OCI cards. Counsel for
the DGHS said that he re-
quired time to make a state-
ment on the eligibility of OCI
students for admission to
these courses in the deemed
universities.

The Bench passed the in-
terim order after N. Khetty,
counsel for the Medical
Council of India, told the
court that the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, in another
batch of petitions related to
the admission of OCI stu-
dents to the medical and
dental colleges in Karnataka,
had categorically stated that
OCI students were eligible
for admission under all
quotas — government, man-
agement and NRI. 

Also, the OCI students

were allowed to seek admis-
sion under the all-India
quota medical seats avail-
able in State-run medical
colleges, he pointed out. 

‘No bar in law’
MCI counsel also pointed
out that there was “no bar in
law” for the admission of
OCI students to the deemed
universities in view of the
notification issued under
the Citizenship Act. It al-
lowed them to appear for
the all-India pre-medical test
or other tests to make them
eligible for admission in pur-
suance of the provisions
contained in the relevant
Acts. 

The notification issued
under the Citizenship Act
was like giving a dual citizen-
ship for OCI card holders for
the specific purpose of al-
lowing them to seek admis-
sion to medical courses, MCI
counsel said. 

Can participate in counselling for MBBS, BDS: Karnataka HC

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru 

‘OCI students can seek
admission to deemed varsities’

Every year, cadres of the CPI
(Maoist) wait for the mon-
soon to arrive as this is the
time for them to regroup and
deliberate. It is during mon-
soon that combing opera-
tions by the forces involved
in anti-insurgency opera-
tions in the Andhra-Odisha
Border (AOB) such as the
Greyhounds, Andhra Pra-
desh Special Police and the
CRPF, are de-escalated ow-
ing to inhospitable climate
and outbreak of epidemics.

“Moreover, the Agency
area, especially the AOB re-
gion, is full of rivulets and
streams. Almost all of them
are in spate during this time

of the year. We consolidate
our position before the sea-
son and reduce our combing
operations,” said DIG of Vi-
sakhapatnam range Ch.
Srikanth.

Maoists take this as a

breather and regroup, espe-
cially between the last week
of July and the first week of
August, when they observe
the Martyrs’ Week. 

Sources in the intelligence
said a few top leaders were

seen moving in the AOB re-
gion recently. Regular meet-
ings, they said, were held in
the cut-off area. 

Top leaders seen
Sources confirm the pres-
ence of Nambala Kesava Rao
alias Basavaraj, leader of the
central military commission,
the main fighting unit of the
CPI (Maoist); Gajarla Ravi or
Uday, in-charge of the
Andhra Odisha Border Spe-
cial Zonal Committee (AOB-
SZC); Boda Anjaiah alias
Naveen, chief of Korukonda
Area Committee; and Du-
bashi Shankar, in-charge of
the East Division. 

The police do not rule out
the presence of Asanna, who

led the team that detonated
claymore mines at Alipiri on
the Tirumala ghat road in
which N. Chandrababu
Naidu was seriously injured
in 2003. Mr. Naidu was then
the Chief Minister. 

Ever since the Grey-
hounds killed 30 Maoists in
an exchange of fire at
Ramaguda, the ultras have
been planning and waiting
for a big strike. 

Although the Maoists have
struck in Chhattisgarh, they
have not been able to make
an impact on the AOB side.
There are clear indications
that they will try something
big before the Ramgarh an-
niversary on October 24, ac-
cording to sources.

As monsoon arrives in A.P., Maoists regroup
Security forces de-escalate combing due to inhospitable weather, outbreak of diseases during rain

Sumit Bhattacharjee

VISAKHAPATNAM

Looking out: A �le photo of a police team in the Agency area of
Visakhapatnam district. * C. V. SUBRAHMANYAM

Making waves: Fishermen try their luck, casting large nets near the coast so that �sh in the waves get trapped, at the Mukhadar
Beach in Kozhikode on Tuesday. Fish caught using this technique are in great demand. * S. RAMESH KURUP
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Far and wide

Weavers of Chirala in
Andhra Pradesh feel a
Geographical Indication (GI)
tag for their impressive silk
sari can help them compete
better and survive in the era
of globalisation. 

Having carved a niche for
themselves in making the
unique silk saris, they feel
they will be assured of a
decent profit margin if they
get the tag. “The GI tag will
do a a whale of good,” they
say, taking time in between
their work to talk to The
Hindu. 

The saris cannot be
reproduced by computer-
aided design and
embroidery units, says a
group of weavers at the
Weavers’ Colony in Chirala,
which gets the name from
the word ‘chira’ (sari). 

The Chirala weavers

inherit centuries-old rich
artistic legacy. Italian
traveller Marco Polo’s
travelogue stands testimony
to their weaving skills. They
are credited with
manufacturing saris that can

be folded and kept in
matchboxes. 

Unequal competition
However, the weavers
struggle to eke out a decent
living in the face of unequal

competition from power
loom players. As a result,
they have quit
manufacturing lungis,
dhotis, and blankets.

Impressed with the
improvement in the living
conditions of their
counterparts in Mangalagiri,
who have got the GI tag for
their product, they want the
Andhra Pradesh
government to facilitate the
GI tag for the value-added
silk saris they produce to
improve their visibility in
the global market.

As the loom in Jwala
Narasimham’s house in the
colony runs uninterruptedly
with all family members
busy making an ornate silk
sari, the weaver says: “We
make saris priced between
₹3,000 and ₹15,000. It takes
about a fortnight to make a
wedding sari, and the
returns are commensurate

with the toil.” They source
raw silk from Mysuru and
Coimbatore, and add value
to the saris, says another
weaver, Sunkara Ravikumar.

Irregularities alleged 
They are aware of the
various schemes meant for
their welfare, now that the
Handloom Commissioner’s
office has been shifted to
Amaravati from Hyderabad
following the State’s
bifurcation, they add. 

Stating that most of the
weavers have not benefited
much from the ₹22-crore
Handloom Cluster
Development scheme, they
urge the authorities to order
a thorough probe into the
alleged irregularities in the
implementation of the
scheme meant for training
about 8,500 weavers in 16
clusters of Prakasam
district. 
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GI tag need of the hour, feel Chirala silk weavers 
Inheritors of the centuries-old legacy say it will add value to their product and increase visibility

Resplendent look: A weaver displays a colourful silk sari
produced by her family in Chirala. * KOMMURI SRINIVAS

S. Murali

ONGOLE

Irrigation Department offi-
cials are buoyant, and envir-
onmental activists disap-
pointed, as a tiger corridor
in Telangana’s Bejjur and
Kadamba forests in Kumram
Bheem Asifabad district is
set to host an ambitious
canal project.

The right flank canal of
the Pranahita project will
have an impact on 480 hec-
tares of forests in the tiger
corridor between Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Chandrapur of Maharashtra,
Indravati Tiger Reserve in
Chattisgarh and Kawal Tiger
Reserve in Telangana. 

A study shows that it has
52 species of trees, one lakh
fully grown with over 30 cm
girth, and over 2 lakh others,
which would be lost. 

The July 14 visit by a team
of environmental experts
and forest officials to Koutala
and Bejjur to fix locations for
remedial eco-bridges on the

canal has given hope to the
State government that the ir-
rigation project will get en-
vironmental clearance. The
National Board for Wildlife is
to meet soon to evaluate the
pros and cons.

A barrage is being con-
structed across the perennial
Pranahita river at Tummidi-
Hetti in Koutala mandal from
where the canal originates.
Work on the canal started 10

years ago and digging done
in certain stretches.

The original design,
which envisaged lifting of
160 tmc ft of water from the
barrage, saw changes after
the TRS government took
over. The structure will now
have a height of 148 metres
instead of the original 152
metres planned and 20 tmc
ft of water will be lifted to ir-
rigate some two lakh hec-

tares in KB Asifabad and
Mancherial districts.

Forest land needed for the
72-km canal totals 1,081 hec-
tares, within Kagaznagar,
Bellampalli and Mancherial
forest divisions. The tiger
corridor falls in Kagaznagar
division.

Soil pile-up fears
Forest destruction is expec-
ted to happen due to the pil-
ing up of the overburden
from the canals. The actual
canal width is 180 metres but
since it would be 32 metres
deep, the excavated soil is to
be piled up to 700 metres on
either side.

The proposed eco-bridges
with vegetation are planned
to camouflage and facilitate
tiger movement in the cor-
ridor. “This could mean per-
manent destruction, so the
government should come up
with an alternative solution,”
said Imran Siddqui, mem-
ber, Telangana State Board
for Wildlife.

Where tigers will not dare
Pranahita canal will hit Bejjur & Kadamba forests, curb movement of big cats

S. Harpal Singh

ADILABAD

Ecological damage: A part of the Pranahita canal at Salgupalli
in Bejjur mandal. * S. HARPAL SINGH

This Raksha Bandhan,
Nizamabad MP K. Kavitha is
urging girls and women in
Telangana — and elsewhere
— to give their brothers pro-
tection: along with rakhis,
she is recommending that
they give them helmets.

The campaign aims to
sensitise people towards
observing traffic rules. “You
can have any number of
laws and have stringent en-
forcement,” Ms. Kavitha
said. “People will still find

excuses not to wear hel-
mets or seat belts. But no
one realises that their very
life is at stake.”

Ms. Kavitha launched the
campaign, on the birthday
of her brother, K.T. Rama
Rao, MLA and Minister in
the Telangana government.
She credits film-maker M.
Vamsi Krishna as her inspir-
ation. “His film on the an-
guish of a young girl on
Rakhi day, once a happy oc-
casion before she loses her
brother in a road accident,
moved me,” she told The

Hindu. “That’s when the
idea of a comprehensive
campaign came to my mind
and ‘Sisters for Change: Gift
a Helmet’ took shape.”

She said Sisters For
Change will soon have its
own website to promote
several causes for the pub-
lic good. She added a sug-
gestion for men and boys:
“With a large number of
girls and women using two-
wheelers, brothers too
should be gifting helmets to
their sisters. Safety has no
gender bias.”

How sisters can give brothers
the gift of safety this Rakhi

Sisters For Change wants to sensitise people to tra�c rules

M.L. Melly Maitreyi

Hyderabad

Stating that the age of
Adam’s Bridge between
Dhanushkodi, the south-
eastern tip of Tamil Nadu,
and Talaimannar of the
north-western part of Sri
Lanka matched with the
period of Ramayana, Mr. S.
M. Ramasamy, distinguished
professor, School of Marine
Sciences, Alagappa Univer-
sity said a detailed explora-
tion was needed to ascertain
if there were man-made
structures. 

Mr. Ramasamy, a former
Fellow of the Indian Society
of Remote Sensing and Fel-
low of the Indian Society of
Geomatics, said the forma-
tion could be around 3,500
years old and it could not be
ruled out that Lord Ram had
constructed the bridge over
the sand bars of Adam’s

Bridge. As per the epic, Lord
Ram invaded Sri Lanka to
rescue his wife, Sita, held
captive by Ravana, the king
of the island nation.

“The contributions of geo-
oceanographic processes in
the origin of sand bars/
Adam’s Bridge and evidence
for man-made constructions
over it need to be explored
in detail,” he said. 

Legend has it that the 30-
km long articulate and de-
tached sand bars of between
30 and 32 in number
between Dhanushkodi and
Talaimannar was Ram Setu,
the bridge constructed by
Lord Ram. The bridge was
shown as Adam’s Bridge in

the Survey of India’s topo-
graphic maps and believed
to be the remnants of Lord
Ram’s bridge, he said.

Laudable study
Pointing that the Indian
Council of Historical Re-
search (ICHR) was contem-
plating a research study on
Ram Setu, he said the pro-
posed study was laudable
but it required multi-discip-
linary perspective and in-
puts from geology/geody-
namics, history,
archaeology, epigraphy, liter-
ature and hi-tech underwa-
ter explorations. Research
on Ram Setu requires under-
water topographic surveys,
3D visualisation of sea bed
topography and geophysical
exploration to bring out the
time series of geological and
oceanographic processes, he
suggested.

Period of Ramayana and age of
Adam’s Bridge is same: scholar

Says study needed to establish man-made structures

Walter Scott

Ramanathapuram <> Research on Ram

Setu requires

underwater

topographic

surveys 
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Two killed, 11 injured as
vehicle falls into ditch 
SHIMLA

Two persons were killed and

11 injured when a vehicle fell

into a ditch near Bhattakufar,

the police said on Tuesday.

The passengers were on their

way back to Mashobra after

attending a marriage function

when the accident occurred

on Saturday night at a spot

16 km from here. The

deceased were identified as

Pratap and Guddi while the

injured have been admitted

to IGMC Shimla. PTI

IN BRIEF

Three of family injured 
in panther attack 
JAIPUR

A panther sneaked into a

house in Sawai Madhopur

district and attacked a woman

and her two grandsons, the

police said on Tuesday.

Raeesan, and her grandsons

Sahil and Faizan are

undergoing treatment at a

government hospital in Sawai

Madhopur, the police said.

A Forest Department team

tranquillised the two-year-old

panther and later released it

in the forest area. PTI

Woman found dead,
nephew arrested 
HOSHIARPUR

A man has been arrested for

allegedly killing his aunt after

she refused to give him ₹2.5

lakh, the police said on

Tuesday. Manju Sharma (66),

a doctor, was found dead at

her residence-cum-nursing

home here on July 28. Probe

revealed that her nephew

Amit Sharma alias Jimmy ran

a travel agency inJalandhar

and had allegedly duped

people on the pretext of

sending them abroad. He had

demanded ₹2.5 lakh from his

aunt to repay his clients and

allegedly killed her when she

refused, the police said. PTI

The Rajasthan government's
flagship water conservation
programme – Jal Swavalam-
ban Abhiyan ( JSA) – has
turned out to be a success in
Pratapgarh district, where
the groundwater table has
increased, green agricultural
fields have expanded and no
tankers with drinking water
had to be sent to as many as
94 villages this year.

NGT hails efforts
The National Green Tribunal
lauded the efforts made un-
der the programme at its re-
gional conference on envir-
onment in Bhopal on
Sunday.

In the Bhopal declaration,
the JSA was praised as an ini-
tiative which would make
every village of the State self-
reliant in water by using sci-
entific tools for rejuvenating
traditional water bodies.

Pratapgarh Collector Neha
Giri said on Tuesday that the
JSA had proved to be a bless-
ing after good rain in the wa-
ter-starved Kanthal region of
the district, where special ar-
rangements had to be made
till last year for the supply of
drinking water.

“Not a single water tanker
was sent to any of the 94 vil-
lages in five blocks where
water conservation works
were taken up,” said Ms. Giri.
In contrast, 1,337 tankers
were sent during the last fin-
ancial year.

The JSA works have also
led to an increase by 10% to
15% in the soybean crop area

and 15% to 20% in the wheat
crop area. 

Groundwater table 
The groundwater table in
Pratapgarh has registered an
increase by 0.30 metres. Be-
sides, only 18% of the hand-
pumps in the district dried
up this year against 24% in
the previous year.

Ms. Giri pointed out that
the structures such as ani-
cuts, staggered trenches and
mud walls were put up with
people's participation during
the implementation of JSA.
For the second phase of the
programme, 2,886 works
have been sanctioned in 70
villages, most of which have
already been completed and

the new structures are full to
the brim with rainwater.

The NGT's Bhopal declara-
tion has described the JSA as
a massive climate change ad-
aptation programme which
had elicited public participa-
tion and converged the activ-
ities of nine government
departments.

“Similar participation
should be encouraged by
other States for protection
and conservation of natural
water bodies and creation of
new water conservation
structures,” stated the de-
claration. 

Works under the JSA's first
phase were undertaken all
over Rajasthan at an ex-
penditure of ₹1,300 crore.

Another project
Rajasthan River Basin Au-
thority chairperson Sriram
Vedire said the Union Min-
istry of Environment and
Forests had agreed to fund a
JSA pilot project in Banswara
from the National Adapta-
tion Fund for Climate
Change. Discussions were
under way with the Ministry
for getting the support for
the JSA's future phases from
the Green Climate Fund, he
said. 

Water conservation scheme a big success 
No tankers with drinking water had to be sent to as many as 94 villages in Rajasthan 

Anicut built under the Jal Swavalamban Abhiyan in Rajasthan for regulating the �ow of water.

Special Correspondent 

JAIPUR

The Odisha State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (OSCPCR) has direc-
ted the State government to
complete the process of
changing the names of
schools that bear the symbol
of caste within a fixed time
frame.

In 2014, the Schools and
Mass Education Department
had asked all district collect-

ors to identify such school
names which were based on
caste and take necessary
steps to change the name
through SMC (School Man-
agement Committee)
resolution.

The department had then
said that some schools in the
State were named after caste
which was contrary to the
Constitution and it created
disharmony among com-
munities. Three years after
issuance of the direction,

the names of very few such
schools have been changed.

No data base
Recently, Ghasiram Panda,
an education activist, moved
the OSCPCR pointing out
that the department did not
have any data base on
schools which have changed
their names. According to
him, caste-tagged school
names have a negative im-
pact on the minds of
students.

As per the replies ob-
tained through the RTI Act,
Athamalik in Angul district
had initiated the process of
changing names of such
schools.

Two schools -- Papasara
Kisan Sahi PPS and An-
gapada Harijan Sahi PPS in
Kishornagar -- had changed
to Papasara PPS and An-
gapada PPS. Similarly, Chris-
tianpada Primary School,
Brahman Tukura Primary
School and Kulita Tukura

Primary School in Atabira of
Bargarh district had also
altered their names follow-
ing issuance of a resolution.

“There are many schools
left in the State which are
functioning with casteist
names. Students feel embar-
rassed with names having
the caste tag,” said Mr.
Panda.

The OSPCR has also direc-
ted the government to de-
clare all school premises as
‘discrimination-free zone’.

Change all school names having caste tag: OSCPCR
Students feel embarrassed with school names that bear the symbol of caste, says activist

Satyasundar Barik 

BHUBANESWAR

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at
isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Pun-
jab, Haryana, west Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar, sub-Him-
alayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............0.3.... 33.6.... 27.2 Kozhikode ............... —.... 33.4.... 25.4

Ahmedabad..........7.9.... 33.4.... 24.7 Kurnool ...............19.4.... 35.2.... 24.4

Aizawl ................... —.... 30.2.... 11.9 Lucknow.................. —.... 32.5.... 26.9

Allahabad .............. —.... 34.5.... 28.1 Madurai...............23.8.... 36.6.... 24.6

Bengaluru ............8.4.... 31.5.... 21.6 Mangaluru...........20.6.... 31.2.... 24.5

Bhopal................... —.... 28.9.... 23.3 Mumbai...............12.8.... 31.2.... 24.8

Bhubaneswar .....34.6.... 34.6.... 25.0 Mysuru..................3.2.... 31.9.... 21.2

Chandigarh ............ —.... 33.5.... 27.0 New Delhi ...........21.6.... 32.0.... 26.8

Chennai ................. —.... 36.3.... 27.5 Patna ...................... —.... 35.4.... 26.5

Coimbatore............ —.... 34.8.... 24.4 Port Blair ................ —.... 31.8.... 26.3

Dehradun............... —.... 32.1.... 24.1 Puducherry.............. —.... 37.3.... 23.4

Gangtok...............2.8.... 21.8.... 17.8 Pune ........................1.... 27.6.... 21.1

Goa .....................2.5.... 32.2.... 26.0 Raipur ...................2.7.... 33.1.... 26.8

Guwahati ............... —.... 35.0.... 26.6 Ranchi..................... —.... 31.6.... 21.4

Hubballi................. —.... 29.0.... 21.0 Shillong.................0.3.... 26.4.... 15.8

Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.4.... 23.8 Shimla....................28.... 22.2.... 17.0

Imphal.................0.6.... 29.8.... 23.1 Srinagar ................0.5.... 31.9.... 21.0

Jaipur ..................0.5.... 30.5.... 23.4 Trivandrum ...........6.3.... 32.4.... 24.2

Kochi.................32.4.... 31.2.... 25.2 Tiruchi ..................8.6.... 38.1.... 25.6

Kohima................9.8.... 25.2.... 18.4 Vijayawada .............. —.... 36.7.... 26.8

Kolkata................9.4.... 34.1.... 26.7 Visakhapatnam ........10.... 33.5.... 25.0

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality
index (AQI) score of 491
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Solapur,
Maharashtra recorded a
healthy AQI score of 35

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...42 ..90 ....... —......90 ......*

Chennai..................11 ...36 ..24 ...... 47 .......— ......*

Delhi......................10 ...47 ..88 ...... 73......88 ......*

Hyderabad .............11 ...22 ..27 ...... 26......40 ......*

Kolkata ..................19 ...92 ..39 ....... —....113 ......*

Lucknow ..................5 ...23 ..50 ...... 49 .......— ......*

Mumbai ...................7 ...25 ..20 ...... 20......38 ......*

Pune ......................25 .....9 ..80 ...... 19......29 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....31.....— ..58 .... 116....276 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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3 contracts with Russian
�rm on Kudankulam
NEW DELHI

The Nuclear Power

Corporation of India signed

three major contracts with

Russia-based ASE Group of

companies on Monday

relating to two units of the

Kudankulam plant. The

contracts pertain to the

supply of equipment, design

works and working

documentation, said a

statement from the ASE

Group, which is a part of the

ROSATOM State Atomic

Energy Corporation. “The

project of construction of

Units 5 & 6 of Kudankulam

NPP is entering into the stage

of implementation”, said

Andrey Lebedev, ASE group

vice-president for projects in

South Asia.

IN BRIEF

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday announced
a total package of ₹2,350
crore for the north eastern
States hit by floods and an
immediate release of ₹250
crore for flood-hit Assam, as
he undertook a visit here to
assess the situation.

He also announced a relief
of ₹2 lakh each for the next
of kin of those killed in the
floods in Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland
and Tripura, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) said. Ser-
iously injured persons will
get ₹50,000 each, the PMO
added.

Assam Finance Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said,
“The Prime Minister had re-
leased ₹300 crore in June.

The ₹250 crore announced
today was in addition to the
amount released in June.”

“The problem in the
northeast is India’s problem
and we should collectively
concentrate on converting
the problem in to power,”
Water Resources Minister
Keshab Mahanta quoted Mr
Modi as saying.

During his day-long visit
here, Mr. Modi met the chief
ministers of Assam, Ar-
unachal Pradesh, Manipur
and Nagaland. 

The exact share of differ-
ent states will be worked out
in coming days and will be
announced accordingly, Mr
Sarma added.

The Prime Minister also
announced a ₹100 crore cor-
pus for a research project to
study the Brahmaputra river

and its role in creating dev-
astating flood, Mr. Sarma
said.

The package will be for
flood relief, rehabilitation,
reconstruction measures for
affected states of the north-
east, Mr. Modi said later. 

“The package will have a
significant component de-
voted to infrastructure & im-
proving water holding capa-
city of the Brahmaputra,” he
tweeted.

Nagaland Chief Minister
T.R. Zeliang sought at least
₹700 crore for damages
caused by latest wave of
floods but declined to say
whether the Prime Minister
had assured him of funds. “It
was a big natural calamity
this time. The hardship of
people still continues,” he
said.

Modi announces ₹2,350 cr. for NE 
Meets Chief Ministers to assess �ood situation; ₹250 crore released immediately for Assam

Damage control: PM Narendra Modi arrives in Guwahati to
review the havoc caused by �oods in Assam. * RITU RAJ KONWAR

Press Trust of India

Guwahati

Don’t believe Naidu on
Kapu quota: Mudragada 
KIRALMPUDI

Former A.P. Minister and Kapu

leader Mudragada

Padmanabham in an open

letter to Jana Sena Party

leader and actor Pawan

Kalyan advised him not to

believe Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu on the Kapu

reservation issue and go

along with him. He said the

Chief Minister was dithering

on his promise of including

them in the BC list, forcing

them to resort to agitation. 

CBI special team to probe
cases of fake encounters 
NEW DELHI

The CBI has constituted a

special team of five officers

under a Superintendent of

Police to look into records of

about 95 extra-judicial

killings by the Army, the State

police and the paramilitary

forces in Manipur between

2000 and 2012. The CBI has

taken this step on the orders

of the Supreme Court which

had on July 14 directed that it

scan through the records of

the fake encounters and start

a fresh probe by filing new

FIRs. The Army had objected

to the probe, saying it cannot

be subjected to investigations

for carrying out anti-militancy

operations in Manipur and

Jammu and Kashmir. PTI

Heavy rains continued to
wreak havoc in many States
and triggered landslides in
Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, resulting in the
death of four persons, while
seven deaths were reported
from flood-hit areas of West
Bengal. 

The Met Department has
warned of further heavy
rains across the Himalayan
foothills with flooding of
rivers.

Landslides across Hi-
machal Pradesh following
torrential rains left several
small and big link roads
blocked and disrupted traffic
on the Hindustan-Tibet road.

A worker from Nepal was

buried alive at a construction
site in Jogindernagar after a
landslide which blocked the
Mandi- Pathankot National
Highway 154. Hundreds of
vehicles were stranded on

both sides of the land fall
since Tuesday morning.

A two storey building
crumbled at Bhawanagar in
Kinnaur killing one person
on the spot and injuring two

others. Villages on the Indo-
Tibetan border like Chitkul
witnessed unprecedented
rainfall resulting in massive
losses to the apple crop. The
apple season is also at its
peak in most parts of Kullu,
Mandi and Shimla districts.

Relief paid in Gujarat
The death toll from the un-
precedented rain and floods
in Gujarat has climbed to 224
with 61 deaths reported from
the worst affected
Banaskantha district. The
government has so far paid
compensation in 116 cases of
death. According to the State
Relief Commissioner 1,0471
animals have also died. Of
the 203 dams and reservoirs
in the State, 39 are full while

15 are filled to 90.5% of their
capacity and the State has
already received more than
70 % of its season’s average
rainfall.

311 camps in Bengal
With seven more deaths, the
toll in West Bengal has
touched 46, although the
flood situation improved
with water levels receding as
rainfall has stopped. Around
27 lakh people in 14 districts
of the State have been af-
fected and around 311 relief
camps have been opened, an
official said, adding Dh-
aniakhali of Hooghly district
and Ghatal in West Midna-
pore are the two worst-
affected.

(with inputs from PTI)

4 dead as rain triggers landslides in Himachal 
Waters recede in Bengal; Gujarat toll touches 224; more heavy rain forecast for Himalayan foothills

Staff Reporter

Shimla/Kolkata

Deep trouble: People collecting �ood relief materials in
Udaynarayanpur in West Bengal on Tuesday. * AFP

The SC on Tuesday consen-
ted to hear a petition filed
by a lawyer for cancellation
of the membership of Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar in the
State Legislative Council for
allegedly concealing a crim-
inal case pending against
him. The SC Bench said it
would look into the matter
after petitioner-advocate

M.L. Sharma sought an ur-
gent hearing. 

The petition alleged that
a criminal case against the
JD(U) leader was filed in
connection with the death
of a local Congress leader
Sitaram Singh ahead of Lok
Sabha by-election to the
Barh constituency in 1991. It
also sought a direction to
the CBI to register an FIR
against him.

‘Cancel Bihar CM’s
council membership’
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The 42 Gujarat MLAs holed
up at a private resort in
Bengaluru have been busy
attending classes. On
Monday, the subjects
covered included ‘Gov-
ernance’ and how to handle
their relationship with the
public. 

On Tuesday, the fourth
day of their forced exile
from Gujarat, the focus was
on the party’s history and
achievements.

The classes are being con-
ducted by a team of trainers
from the Delhi-based Jawa-
harlal Nehru Leadership In-
stitute ( JNLI). The legislators
are staying at Eagleton Golf
Resort on the outskirts of
the city.

60-year achievement
According to sources, the

legislators were tutored on
the Congress’ achievements
in the past 60 years, the
“true facts” about the alleg-
ations of corruption against
the UPA government, and
on ways to counter the BJP’s
“false claims” about its per-
formance. There were also
lessons on transparency, ac-
countability, and party
unity.

Also covered in the “ori-
entation” was the tricky
question pertaining to their

current situation. “Once
they return to their State,
they will have to explain
why they were away at a
time when the State was hit
by floods. The orientation
by the JNLI experts covered
this aspect as well,” a source
said, adding, “These ses-
sions will go on for two
more days.” 

Tour put on hold
With the Karnataka Energy
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
away in Delhi for the NITI
Aayog meeting, the legislat-
ors’ plans to go sightseeing
have been put on hold.
Sources said the legislators
wanted to visit the Vidhana
Soudha and also meet the
Governor Vajubhai Rud-
abhai Vala, as they had built
a good rapport with him
when he was the Speaker of
the Gujarat Assembly. The
Gujarat Pradesh Congress
Committee President is
likely to visit the MLAs on
Wednesday. 

The Congress had presen-
ted the MLAs before the me-
dia on Sunday to “prove”
that they were united and
end speculation about bick-
ering. 

The party had flown the
MLAs to Bengaluru to keep
its flock together ahead of
the Rajya Sabha elections in
Gujarat on August 8.

Attend course on party’s history 

Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

Training days: An expert from the Jawaharlal Nehru
Leadership Institute, New Delhi, conducts a class. * SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT

For Cong. MLAs,
it’s never too late
to go to school

Following the death of a 14-
year-old boy in Andheri, al-
legedly due to participating
in the online game Blue
Whale Challenge, the Maha-
rashtra government is plan-
ning to request the Centre to
ban the game. 

On Tuesday, Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis told
the Legislative Assembly
that a probe would be con-
ducted to locate the ‘master
controllers’ of the game and
the location of its servers, to
avoid future incidents re-
lated to the game. The issue
was raised in the House by
senior NCP legislator Ajit
Pawar who said the incident
was an “alarm bell for us”. 

Russian game
Mr. Fadnavis said: “We will
discuss with the Centre our
concerns and look for ap-
propriate ways to ban the
game. This is a serious issue.
Since the game is online, we
will request Central help
and investigate the incid-
ent.” 

Police had said the online
game, which originated in
Russia, starts by asking par-
ticipants via social media to

draw a blue whale on a
piece of paper. They are
then asked to carve the
whale on their body. They
are given other tasks, like
watching a horror movie
alone, police added. The
tasks have to be recorded on
video and uploaded to ac-
cess the next stage of the
game. The final task is to
commit suicide, according
to reports. In Russia, more
than 130 children have al-
legedly committed suicide
in a bid to compete the
game tasks. The creator of
the game was arrested and
sentenced to three years in
jail in Russia last month. 

On Saturday, the victim
had allegedly jumped to his
death in a bid to complete a
Blue Whale challenge.

Fadnavis to urge Centre
to ban online game
Move comes after death of teenager

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Devendra Fadnavis
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EDITORIAL

T
his is one failure that the Tamil Nadu government

will struggle to live down. Its handling of the chal-

lenge posed by the new norm that all medical col-

lege admissions should be based solely on the National

Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test has been a disaster. It

failed to prepare students under its school education

board for the demanding common entrance test con-

ducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education,

and it could not defend before the judiciary its contro-

versial decision to block 85% of medical seats for State

board students. In the process, it has completely let

down aspiring doctors from the State. The admission

scene for professional courses has been beset by uncer-

tainty, confusion and all-round despair. The national

admission policy was undoubtedly thrust on an unwill-

ing State government by the Supreme Court and the

Centre. Yet, despite knowing that the State cannot re-

main insulated from the policy, the Tamil Nadu govern-

ment did not respond with a concrete plan to upgrade

its syllabus and prepare students for the task ahead. On

the contrary, it misled students into believing that they

would get an exemption from NEET. It may have been

justi�ed in passing two Bills to exempt the State from

NEET and send them to the Centre to secure the Presid-

ent’s assent. But meanwhile it should have told students

to be ready for NEET if the assent did not come. The

Centre is obviously reluctant to advise the President to

give his assent, as granting exemption to one State may

lead to similar demands from other States; and, the le-

gislation may not survive the Supreme Court’s scrutiny.

It was an act of desperation that led the State govern-

ment to reserve 85% of the seats for Tamil Nadu board

students. The biggest �aw was that classifying students

based on the board through which they passed their

higher secondary examination was legally impermiss-

ible. It was no surprise when a single judge struck down

the order. Now, a Division Bench has upheld the de-

cision. It has made a pertinent observation that it is up

to the State government to upgrade its syllabus and in-

frastructure so that students from Tamil Nadu do not

lag behind their counterparts elsewhere. Tamil Nadu’s

apprehensions about NEET-based admissions are genu-

ine. The prospects of students from rural areas and eco-

nomically weaker classes may indeed su�er. However,

these fears need not be permanent. The time has come

for the State government to focus on raising academic

standards at the school level. It can no more evade its

responsibility for State board students not faring well in

highly competitive entrance tests. It should rework its

school syllabus and teaching methods to get State board

students NEET-ready next year. As for this year’s med-

ical admissions, enough time has been lost. The State

should move ahead with the process of admitting stu-

dents based on the NEET rankings without further ado.

A clear failure
Having mishandled NEET, Tamil Nadu must

focus on upgrading academic standards 

T
he U.S. Food and Drug Administration has struck

panic among tobacco companies by announcing

a comprehensive proposal to reduce the amount

of nicotine in cigarettes to non-addictive levels. This is

aimed at striking at the root of the problem of smokers

getting addicted, and being unable to quit the habit.

While the proposal is at an early stage and it may take a

while before it gets implemented, if at all, it outlines a

powerful strategy. Nicotine does not directly cause can-

cers and other diseases that kill people, but is extremely

addictive. By keeping smokers addicted for the long

term, nicotine exposes them to nearly 7,000 chemicals,

many of them deadly, every time they smoke. Reducing

nicotine in cigarettes to non-addictive levels would

therefore have multiple bene�ts — reduce the likelihood

of new users (those in the 15-24 age group) getting

hooked to cigarettes, increase the chances of habitual

smokers being able to quit, and cut smoking-related dis-

ease and death burden overall. In the U.S. alone, nearly

half a million smoking-related deaths are reported each

year. While more studies are required to establish clear

causality, a paper published in the New England Journal

of Medicine in 2015 showed smokers using reduced-

nicotine cigarettes lit up fewer cigarettes a day com-

pared with those smoking standard cigarettes.

The FDA, however, has no plans to regulate nicotine

content in electronic cigarettes and other nicotine-re-

placement products, which are seen to be alternatives

to help smokers quit the habit. A study published a few

days ago in the journal BMJ found that a “substantial in-

crease” in e-cigarette use among adult smokers had led

to a “signi�cant increase” in the quitting rate among

smokers. By making it illegal a year ago to sell e-cigar-

ettes to children, the FDA has e�ectively addressed the

growing concern about children taking to vaping. Yet,

the U.S. has much to learn from India on tobacco con-

trol measures. While India is yet to prohibit the sale of e-

cigarettes to minors, it has followed most of the meas-

ures mentioned in the WHO Framework Convention on

Tobacco Control guidelines. Unlike the U.S., India

banned tobacco advertisements long ago, introduced

pictorial warnings (covering 85% of the front and back

of packages of tobacco products), and prohibited the

use of descriptors such as light, mild and low as well as

the sale of �avoured cigarettes. Threatened by the

dwindling number of young smokers, there is the pos-

sibility that tobacco companies will target developing

countries such as India with renewed vigour. While

they may pull out all the stops to subvert or dilute to-

bacco control measures, the government should re-

main resolute in not losing the gains made in the last

few years — the number of tobacco users reduced by

more than eight million between 2010 and 2016.

Breaking addiction
Lower nicotine content in cigarettes 

is an idea whose time has come

H
ad Nawaz Sharif continued
as Prime Minister till 2018,
he would have created his-

tory by becoming the �rst Prime
Minister to have completed a full
�ve-year term in Pakistan’s 70-year
history. As it happens, he still cre-
ated history, though of a di�erent
sort. When he resigned on July 28,
he became the only thrice elected
Prime Minister who had his tenure
cut short each time by ‘the em-
pire’, or the deep state in Pakistan. 

Panamagate 
The Panama Papers leaks in April
last year consisted of more than 11
million documents, from the law
�rm Mossack Fonseca, containing
con�dential attorney-client in-
formation dealing mostly with o�-
shore entities and bank accounts.
Of these, eight pertained to Mr.
Sharif, his sons Hassan and Hus-
sain and his daughter and political
heir Maryam. 

These revealed four property
purchases by the family in London
in the 1990s, hardly a secret in
Pakistan. Opposition leader, the
cricketer-turned-politician Imran
Khan, immediately dubbed it
‘Panamagate’ and demanded Mr.
Sharif ’s resignation. 

As protests mounted, Mr. Khan
threatened a ‘lockdown’ in Is-
lamabad. The government im-
posed Section 144, setting the stage
for a confrontation. The situation
was similar to the 2014 protests,
also led by Mr. Khan together with
the cleric-turned-politician Tahir-
ul-Qadri, alleging rigging in the
2013 elections that had brought Mr.
Sharif to power for the third time.
At that time, the army played a role
in di�using the situation. This
time, the Supreme Court stepped
in to announce the setting up of a
�ve-member bench to hear a
bunch of petitions �led by opposi-
tion politicians seeking Mr. Sharif ’s
disquali�cation on grounds of cor-

ruption. 
On April 20 this year, the Su-

preme Court came out with a split
verdict. Two of the judges felt that
Mr. Sharif should be disquali�ed,
but the majority view found the
evidence insu�cient and recom-
mended setting up a Joint Investig-
ation Team ( JIT) to examine the is-
sue and submit a report within
sixty days.

Establishment of the JIT was un-
precedented in Pakistan’s judicial
history. The team included o�cials
from the Federal Investigation
Agency, the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau, State Bank of Pakistan,
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan, and interest-
ingly, an o�cer each from the
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and
the Military Intelligence. The 10-
volume report, submitted to the
Supreme Court on July 10 high-
lighted irregular movements of
large sums of money in the form of
loans and gifts between o�shore
entities in Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and the
United Kingdom and recommen-
ded re-opening of a number of
earlier cases while initiating a
clutch of new inquiries. 

The Supreme Court bench re-
convened and this time, reached a
unanimous verdict, disqualifying
Mr. Sharif and Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar (his son is married to Mr.
Sharif ’s daughter) and directing
the National Accountability Bur-
eau (NAB) to initiate cases against
them, together with Hassan, Hus-
sain, Maryam and her husband
Capt. Safdar. Further, NAB is to

complete its task within six
months, before the elections next
year. 

A judicial coup
Ironically, after all the investiga-
tions, the disquali�cation verdict is
based on a technicality. Mr. Sharif
stood disquali�ed for having viol-
ated Article 62 of the Constitution
which speci�es that any member
of Pakistan’s National Assembly
must be ‘sagacious, righteous and
non-pro�igate, honest and up-
right’, a provision that had been in-
troduced by General Zia-ul-Haq.
The verdict was based on the JIT
discovery that Mr. Sharif had been
Chairman of Capital FZE, a Dubai-
based entity, from August 2006 to
April 2014, at a monthly remunera-
tion of 10,000 Dirhams, and this
disclosure was missing in the asset
declaration �led for the 2013 elec-
tions. The Supreme Court had
therefore judged Mr. Sharif not to
be ‘honest and upright’ and there-
fore ‘disquali�ed’ to be a member
of the National Assembly. The de-
fence lawyers had pointed out that
the company belonged to his son
Hassan, that Mr. Sharif had never
drawn any remuneration, and the
remuneration was notional,
needed for the visa when Mr. Sharif
was in political exile in the UAE.
The Supreme Court interpreted
di�erently; the amount was a ‘re-
ceivable’ and therefore ‘an asset’
that should have been declared! 

The NAB will uncover many
more skeletons, pertaining to
money laundering and corruption,
which could lead to imprisonment

and �nes unless Mr. Sharif is able to
go into exile or do a deal. This is
why he needs to keep control
within the family. Former Petro-
leum Minister Shahid Khaqan Ab-
basi has been appointed interim
Prime Minister for 45 days while
Mr. Sharif ’s younger brother Shah-
baz resigns from his position as
Chief Minister of Punjab, enters the
National Assembly and takes over
as Prime Minister. In Punjab, there
is talk that Shahbaz Sharif ’s son
Hamza, who is a member of the
provincial assembly, will take over
as Chief Minister. With 209 seats in
the 342-member National As-
sembly, Mr. Sharif can call the
shots as long as the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz or PML(N)
rallies behind the family. At stake is
the Sharif legacy compounded be-
cause of lack of clarity about
whether the disquali�cation is per-
manent or for a �nite period. Art-
icle 63, also introduced by Gen.
Zia, provides for disquali�cation of
an elected member for �ve years
on grounds of ‘contempt of court’
(this was used to dismiss Yousaf
Raza Gillani in 2012) but Article 62
does not specify any time frame. 

The irony is that Nawaz Sharif
had started his political career
with the blessings of the army in
the Zia days. He became the Chief
Minister of Punjab in 1985 and the
ISI helped him cobble together the
Islami Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) coali-
tion which won him his �rst term
as Prime Minister in 1990. Since
then, his di�erences with the Army
and the ‘deep state’ have only
grown. In 1993, amid increasing
di�erences with Gen. Abdul Wa-
heed Kakar, President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan dismissed his govern-
ment, but Mr. Sharif fought back,
and the Supreme Court restored
his position. The army then
brokered a deal under which both
he and the President resigned,
ending his �rst stint. His second
stint in 1997-1999 was more turbu-
lent. The nuclear tests of 1998 en-
couraged him to respond favour-
ably to Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s peace overtures which
were derailed by the Kargil con-
�ict. His botched-up attempt to re-
place Gen. Pervez Musharraf led to

the coup in 1999 and the exile for
eight years. 

Basic faultline
Like Generals Kakar and Musharraf
earlier, Gen. Raheel Sharif too was
his choice but di�erences
emerged. The army had to dis-
suade him from going after Gen.
Musharraf and he later blamed the
army for encouraging Imran
Khan’s agitational politics, aimed
at weakening the PML(N) hold in
Punjab, the largest province which
accounts for 183 seats in the 342-
member National Assembly.
Panamagate was already unfolding
when relations with the army
worsened with the Dawnleaks in-
cident last October for which the
army held his o�ce responsible.
His Information Minister resigned
and after a prolonged inquiry, his
Adviser, Tariq Fatemi, too had to
go. Di�erences on policy ap-
proaches with India and Afgh-
anistan had become more pro-
nounced. He wanted to claim
credit for the projects under the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor to ensure his re-election in
2018. He had to go. 

The ‘deep state’ has always
worked with a king’s party, and
there have always been politicians
willing to oblige. Gen. Musharraf
had encouraged Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain to set up PML(Q) to wean
away Punjab during Mr. Sharif ’s ex-
ile; Gen. Zia had helped form the
PML(F) under Pir Pagara and later
Mr. Sharif himself had been a bene-
�ciary. This time, Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf played
the role of the king’s party and the
Supreme Court legitimised the
ouster. But he too is under investig-
ation. Coups in Pakistan come in
di�erent forms and this was a judi-
cial coup, of a judgment reached
before the trial was done. But be-
hind it is the ‘deep state’ which ex-
poses the fundamental fault line in
Pakistan, of building a state based
on faith while denying its civilisa-
tional roots.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and
presently a Distinguished Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation. E-mail:
rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

The empire strikes back
Pakistan’s deep state always works with a king’s party — as it did for the judicial coup against Nawaz Sharif

rakesh sood
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he recent controversy around
the health care of Charlie
Gard, a terminally-ill 11-

month-old baby in the United King-
dom who was �nally taken o� life
support and passed away on July
28, got huge media coverage, po-
larised public debate and un-
leashed tense legal battles around
complex ethical issues related to
the health care of a baby. The in-
fant was born with a serious mito-
chondrial disorder that led to the
wasting of his muscles and brain.
There is no de�nitive treatment
and the baby was on life support
since last October. 

Protecting a child’s interests
His parents wanted to take Charlie
to the United States where an ex-
perimental therapy of nucleosides
would have been attempted, with
an estimated 10% chance of bene-
�t. Doctors at Great Ormond Street

Hospital in London said that his
clinical condition ruled out any be-
ne�t and felt it unethical to subject
the baby to the turmoil of a “futile”
journey. As serial scans showed
severe brain damage, they held out
no hope of survival and felt that the
boy should be allowed to die with
dignity. The parents wanted to try
out the experimental therapy and
repeatedly took the hospital to
court. They failed to convince Brit-
ish courts and the European Court
of Human Rights which deferred to
the hospital’s assessment. The U.S.
Congress intervened to grant ex-
traordinary citizenship to Charlie
so that he could travel for treat-
ment but the British court did not
permit his release from the hos-
pital. Last week, the parents �nally
gave up after the American expert
said that the latest scan ruled out
any possible bene�t at this stage. 

The ethical and legal tangles in-
volve questions of what is in the
best interest of the baby. Here, the
court decided on behalf of the baby
after hearing all the parties in an
emotionally drenched contest. As
expected, public opinion mostly
supported the parents while the
legal verdict upheld the medical
recommendation not to prolong or

aggravate the baby’s su�ering. The
key message that emerged is that
society has the �nal responsibility
to protect the child’s interests,
however determined.

The monetary angle
Still, there is a strange deviation
from this rule when it comes to
paying for the treatment of a child
with serious conditions such as
heart disease or treatable leuk-
aemia. In countries with high
levels of treatment coverage under
a system of universal health cover-
age (UHC), this cost is covered in
part or full. In many countries it is
not, especially when the cost of the

procedure is high. The child gets
treated only if the parents can af-
ford it or risk bankruptcy to save
their child. Is this fair?

In countries where social ser-
vices are very sensitive to child
rights, the child is taken away from
the parents if the child is abused or
even neglected. The responsibility
of a civilised society to protect the
child is thereby a�rmed. How is it
then that the neglect of a child’s
medical problem is not seen as a
failure not just on the part of par-
ental care but of the obligation of
society too to protect the vulner-
able child?

Economists will say that UHC
cannot cover all treatments for
everybody because resources are
�nite. They are right. However,
how does this stance reconcile
with society’s duty to protect the
child? Even if complex diseases
with limited bene�t from treat-
ment are excluded, should not
UHC cover conditions that seri-
ously a�ect the health and the well-
being of the child but have treat-
ments available that add many
years of functional life? What
about funding for improving the
functionality of children with
disabilities?

While allocating resources in
the health sector, economists also
prioritise public good over private
good. Immunisation programmes,
for example, protect persons from
infectious diseases which can
spread across a population and
are, therefore, regarded as a public
good. Personal health care is re-
garded as a private good. In case of
children, where society assumes a
caring custodial responsibility,
how does this distinction hold? 

In the Indian context, costly
treatments that can provide high
returns of longevity and function-
ality for children are obtained
through sporadic philanthropy or
limited coverage social insurance
schemes funded by the govern-
ment. These do not remove the
barriers of access and a�ordability.
It is time health professionals,
policy makers, economists, ethi-
cists, legal experts, parent repres-
entatives and community leaders
are brought together to decide by
consensus on the dimensions and
delivery pathways of societal re-
sponsibility for child health care.

Prof. K. Srinath Reddy is President, Public
Health Foundation of India (PHFI). The
views expressed are personal

Barriers to well-being
The extent of society’s responsibility for child health care needs clarity

k. srinath reddy
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Mere escapism
It is mere escapism and not
respect for federalism that
dominates the tenor of the
Centre’s reply asserting that
it was for States to end
lynchings and attacks by
cow vigilantes on Muslims
and Dalits. Given the fact
that the States a�ected the
most are Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Rajasthan,
which are being ruled by the
same party, the government
can ill-a�ord to look the
other way (“It’s for States to
end lynchings: Centre”,
August 1).
Seshagiri Row Karry,

Hyderabad

■ The Home Minister having
a telephonic conversation
with the Chief Minister of
Kerala soon after the brutal
murder of an RSS worker is
not seen as a violation of the
federal structure. How
strange. But it is a di�erent
answer when it comes to
out�ts in BJP-ruled States
having a free run lynching
minorities. The Prime
Minister cannot escape

answering this on the
pretext of maintaining a
federal structure nor can the
BJP be selective about this. If
the BJP led by the Prime
Minister can help form a
new State government
within 16 hours, why does it
take months to even
condemn a single lynching?
N. Nagarajan,

Secunderabad

A crisis within
The decision of the Congress
high command to move its
MLAs from Gujarat to
Karnataka shows a lack of
faith of the leadership in its
legislators to resist horse
trading (Editorial –
“Congress in disarray”, July
31). A party that is
ideologically driven will
never face the prospect of
mass defections as was seen
in Arunachal Pradesh. The
Indian National Congress
needs to reinvent itself with
a strong leadership and
clear political ideology in
order to regain lost ground. 
Amal Bahuleyan,

Thrissur

In knots over NEET
This year’s NEET exam is
slowly metamorphosising
itself into a Never Ending
Exam Turmoil. As a student,
it is disheartening that four
years of incessant studying,
sleepless nights, weekends
at coaching classes for the
entrance along with
preparation for the 12th
board exam all seem
pointless now. Students are
not at peace even after the
intimidating ordeal is over.
First, there were the delayed
NEET results due to
litigation on question
variations in di�erent
languages. Next was the
dilemma over the allotment
of the State seats for all
boards. New controversies
appear to be sparked every
day. The deadline for the
State merit list is stretching
inde�nitely. The delay in the
procedure has only led to
frustration among medical
aspirants. Many students
have been forced to shift to
other academic streams
owing to the uncertainty.
Colleges too are a�ected.

What quality of students
should they open their
doors to is the dilemma they
face. Political parties are
making the most of this
opportunity to hog the
limelight. 
Prakruthi Ramachandran,

Chennai

■ It is cheap vote-bank
politics and not social justice
that prompts Tamil Nadu
politicians to protest against
NEET. While social justice
can express itself in a
myriad ways such as
freebies and subsidies,
quality ought to be the
hallmark of education in this
day and age. The
government can’t encourage
mediocrity in crucial �elds
such as medicine or
engineering. A survey has
shown that engineers from
Tamil Nadu continue to have
the lowest employability
�gures. 
How can Tamil Nadu attain
the top position among
States if it promotes
mediocrity and hates
excellence? When even

States such as Bihar and
Rajasthan have opted for
NEET, why should Tamil
Nadu’s politicians resist the
NEET issue? The State
government must take it up
as a challenge and ensure
that students of the State
board are fully equipped to
face competition. 
Kangayam R. Narasimhan,

Chennai

Eroding savings
It is the “savings” culture of
most Indians that
strengthened the backbone
of the Indian economy and
helped India to handle
global recession and a
slowdown. The State Bank
of India’s decision to cut
interest for SB accounts

discourages people from
saving for a rainy day and
results in banks losing
deposits, which are its raw
material. The concept of
banking means accepting
deposits for the purpose of
lending. Losing deposits is
akin to creating more
problems at this juncture for
government banks, which
are already struggling with
stressed assets. Why is the
BJP, which takes such fast
and hasty decisions
a�ecting the common man,
hesitant when it comes to
acting against corporate and
big ticket loan defaulters? 
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,

Hyderabad
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DATA POINT

Violence erupted within a mile of the White House here
[Washington] to-day [August 1] as racial trouble flared up for
the first time in several years within the United States capital.
A police sergeant said earlier that the police had been fired on
at the height of the trouble, but a police spokesman said later
that exploding fireworks in dustbins had been mistaken for
gunfire. For about three hours gangs of Negroes roamed
through a predominantly Negro district within a mile of the
White House, smashing windows and throwing bottles and
stones at police and firemen. Several fires were started, while
looters raised at least one store. Quick action by riot police,
coupled with a brief but heavy rainstorm shortly before dawn,
broke up the disturbances. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 2, 1967

Violence spreads to U.S. capital
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FROM ARCHIVES

A representative Provincial Recruiting Board has just been
constituted for the Bombay Presidency with the Hon’ble Mr.
G.T. Carmichael as Chairman. The Board includes among oth-
ers the Maharaja of Kolhapur, the Jam Sahab of Navnagar,
Chief of Sangli, the Commissioners of Divisions, Sir Fazulbhoy
Currimbhoy, Mr. N.B. Suklatwala, Mr. Wardlaw Milne, the
Hon’ble Mr. Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Mr. C.K. Deodhar.
In the course of a Communique announcing the constitution
of the board, it is stated that the number of men hitherto con-
tributed by the Bombay Presidency, though extremely credit-
able in certain areas, is, on the whole, small. The Governor in
Council is aware that the numbers thus recruited do not rep-
resent the whole contribution of man-power of the Presidency
towards the prosecution of the war since considerable num-
bers have been employed on work connected with the war. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 2, 1917

Bombay recruiting board. 

Travelling to the rural hin-
terland gives reporters a
rare exposure to customs
that sustain families and
that are generally not seen
in fast-paced cities. I saw
some such practices dur-
ing my recent visit to
flood-hit areas in south-
western Rajasthan.

In Dhola village in Pali
district, which was sub-
merged by flash floods,
the biggest loss in pucca
houses and hutments was
that of foodgrains. Famil-
ies stockpile sacks of
wheat, moong, gram and
barley in the harvesting
season for consumption
for the rest of the year.

Sajna Devi, 50, whose
house developed cracks
after it was submerged
nearly up to its roof, not
only lost her savings and
household goods but also
her store of foodgrains.
“Anaaj ra nuksaan ri
bharpaai kathin hai.
Parivaar re liye kathey se
anaaj avego? (It is difficult
to compensate the loss of

grains. From where will
we get foodgrains for our
family)?” she said with dis-
may. The storage of grains
ensures food security for
rural families, while liveli-
hood is taken care of by
rearing milch animals. A
major setback to the
cattle-rearing Raibari com-
munity, which has a signi-
ficant strength in Dhola,
was the loss of its cattle
wealth. “A large number
of our goats, sheep and
calves were swept away in
the torrent. We didn’t get
enough time to save
them,” Jhumi Devi, who
helps her husband Ram
Lal rear the animals, said. 

A family, whose ram-
shackle house collapsed in
the flash floods, was load-
ing a huge quantity of wet
wheat on a tractor trolley
to be disposed of. The
grains, which had de-
veloped sprouts, could not
be ground even after be-
ing dried.

I could witness the
flood fury only from a dis-
tance as the marooned vil-
lages in Jalore and Sirohi

districts were inaccess-
ible. People being evacu-
ated and shifted to safe
locations had high hopes
from the media, but I
knew my limitations. I
could not report the con-
dition in their villages
without cross-checking.

The affable Pali Col-
lector I met before touring
the region gently con-
veyed the administration’s
expectation. “I would re-
quest you to highlight the
immediate relief provided
by us. So many rumours
are being spread on social
media. No need to take
note of them,” he smiled.

While the salutary res-
cue and relief operations
conducted by the Army,
Air Force and the National
Disaster Response Force
will help the flood victims
sail through the crisis and
get back to their lives after
the water recedes, I was
appalled to see the hor-
rific condition of cows.
Hundreds were washed
away. The cow vigilantes,
so active elsewhere, were
nowhere to be seen!

All that was submerged
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NOTEBOOK 

On the customs that sustain Rajasthan’s rural communities

Mohammed Iqbal

The adoption of the historic United Na-
tions pact to ban nuclear weapons under-
scores a paradigm shift in the discourse on
global disarmament. Foremost, the uni-
versal goal of total elimination of these
weapons of mass destruction has been dis-
entangled from the narrow focus on the
maintenance of a deterrent by the nuclear

weapons states against threats from one another. Instead, the
case for abolition, under the treaty �nalised in July, is
premised on the potential danger to the very survival of civil-
isation from another holocaust. Such a position seems incon-
testable, as modern weapons are designed to in�ict a great
scale of destruction, without regard to national or geographic
boundaries. The imperative, as the architects of the new treaty
see it, is an immediate legal prohibition leading to the total
elimination of nuclear weapons, given the impossibility of
fashioning a humanitarian response to any future o�ensive.
The new treaty, which 122 nations have approved, outlaws the
entire range of activity relating to the production, stockpiling
and use of nuclear weapons. The ban on the conduct of under-
ground explosions envisaged under Article 1 is a break-
through. The 1996 Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
has not entered into force because many among the 44 desig-
nated nuclear-capable states, whose rati�cation is mandatory
under the pact, have not come on board.

Last year, the Marshall Islands su�ered a legal setback to se-
cure compensation for the victims of radiation exposure dur-
ing the U.S. nuclear tests conducted in the 1950s. But the litiga-
tion at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has underpinned
the need to codify a strong provision on the protection of vic-
tims. Assistance for people exposed to extreme radiation and
contamination of the environment has been spelt out expli-
citly under Article 6 of the current treaty. The most central
provision is Article 1(d) which categorically prohibits the use of
nuclear weapons, or a threat to that e�ect, under all circum-
stances. The ICJ’s 1996 advisory opinion was that the use of
these deadly arms, or even a threat, was generally illegal. It
was, however, indecisive on the question of their legitimacy in
the exceptional case of a state’s very survival. Support for the
new treaty has steadily grown over the years to cover nearly
two-thirds of the UN member states which adopted it last
month. It is hence not unreasonable to anticipate that the re-
quired 50 instruments of rati�cation for its entry into force
would be submitted swiftly. Moreover, the nuclear weapons
treaty marks the completion of a process to enforce an interna-
tional ban on all categories of weapons of mass destruction fol-
lowing the prohibition of biological and chemical arms. This is
another strong incentive for its early rati�cation, about a cen-
tury after the deadliest deployment of chlorine gas in Ieper,
Belgium during the First World War unleashed an arms race.
The world’s nuclear powers, which boycotted the negotiations
on the landmark agreement, have remained de�ant ever since
its adoption. Their continued resistance will no doubt jeopard-
ise its e�ectiveness. But that does not take away from its sound
basis in moral and legal principles.

For a nuclear-free world 
The new treaty has a sound basis. But
its e�ectiveness could be jeopardised
by the nine countries resisting it

GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM
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SINGLE FILE

Herfindahl-

Hirschman index
Economics

A measure of the degree to
which production in a
market is either concen-
trated or dispersed. A mar-
ket in which production is
divided among several
producers is considered to
be less concentrated than
one in which all produc-
tion is in the hands of just
one producer. The
Herfindahl-Hirschman in-
dex is used by anti-trust
agencies which possess
the mandate to promote
competition. It is calcu-
lated by squaring the mar-
ket share of each producer
in the market and then
comparing the sum to a
scale. Critics of the idea
say that the lack of legal
barriers to entry is a better
measure to gauge competi-
tion in any market.
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CONCEPTUAL

North India needs to resist
imposition of Hindi

http://bit.ly/HindiImposition
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Ashok Kantha served as India’s Ambassador to China from
2013 to 2015. Earlier he was part of the negotiation team that
ended the decade-long stand-off in Sumdorong Chu, which
began in 1986. He is currently director of the Institute of Chinese
Studies in Delhi. In an interview to The Hindu, Mr. Kantha
spoke about the Doklam stand-off. Excerpts:

Does the Doklam stand-
off indicate the
dominance of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA)
over the Politburo of the
Communist Party of
China?

■ I don’t think that is the
case. I don’t see what’s hap-
pening in Doklam being a
case of the party versus the
PLA. The Chinese system of
domestic politics is very
opaque. It’s very difficult for
us to say with certainty how
certain things are decided.
However, what we can
fathom is that the party has
asserted its control over the
PLA. Under Hu Jintao, the
military had become power-
ful, but Xi Jinping is in con-
trol of the PLA and has taken
action against several dozen
senior PLA personnel under
the anti-corruption cam-
paign. Secondly, restructur-
ing and reform of Chinese
military establishment has
led to the party reasserting
its control over the PLA. The
present trend is towards
greater control of the party
over the PLA. 

China’s behaviour in Dok-
lam is part of a larger pattern
wherein China is pursuing
contested territorial claims,
most importantly in the
South China Sea. Reports
from China suggest that the
Chinese policy on the South
China Sea is personally
driven by Xi Jinping. China is
asserting its territorial claim
by the so-called Nine-Dash
Line. They have gone ahead
with setting up civil and mil-

itary facilities and built artifi-
cial islands in the South
China Sea. What is happen-
ing in Doklam is part of that
trend. In the case of Doklam,
just like in the case of the
South China Sea, China says
that its claim in Doklam is in-
disputable and that is why it
has gone ahead with building
activities in the region.

Does that mean there will
be ‘20 and half front’
territorial disputes
around China?

■ China has, in fact, settled
most of the land boundary is-
sues with most neighbouring
countries. It has outstanding
issues with India and
Bhutan. It has serious issues
in the South China Sea and
East China Sea. On the re-
maining territorial issues, it
is adopting an assertive pos-
ture in which it is changing
facts on the ground. In the
South China Sea, other
claimants are adjusting to the
new normal. Others are un-
able to do anything meaning-
ful to change the ‘new nor-
mal’ that is emerging. China
reclaimed 3,200 acres of arti-
ficial islands in the South
China Sea. Other claimants
and the U.S. do not have any
effective strategy to counter
this. India and Bhutan did
not follow the script. We are
questioning this new normal.
Bhutan on June 29 ques-
tioned the construction of
the mountain road in Dok-
lam region and asked Beijing
to restore the status quo as
before June 16, 2017. We also

came out with a clear state-
ment on June 30.

Was China surprised by
India’s action?

■ We can only speculate, as
it is very difficult to under-
stand how China decides.
China did not anticipate that
both Bhutan and India would
come out strongly. What
China was doing earlier can
be described as ‘creeping in-
trusion’. But [with] construc-
tion of a motorable road, a
new set of facts were being
built in Doklam. This would
have had a negative impact
on India’s security atmo-
sphere. Doklam is south of
the tri-junction, which is
near Batang La. According to
Indian and Bhutanese maps,
Doklam is Bhutanese
territory.

What are the chances of
escalation under the
present circumstances?

■ If you compare the present
scenario with what
happened in 2013-2014 — that
is the Depsang, Demchok
and Chumar cases — we man-
aged to sort out the issue in

four weeks time. In the case
of Doklam, pronouncements
are belligerent from Chinese
officials and the official me-
dia — almost warlike. This is
one difference: that the rhet-
oric emanating from China is
very heated, and that apart,
China has placed a precondi-
tion for withdrawal for any
meaningful talks. Also, this is
getting protracted and no
one knows how long it can
go on.

How long can this stand-
off go on?

■ It can go on for years. In
1986, Chinese troops set up a
post in the Sumdorong Chu
valley, south of Thag La
ridge. Then there was action
taken by both sides and
sharp escalation followed.
There was action taken by
both sides and sharp escala-
tion followed. That was the
last time that the India-China

border became ‘live’. This
situation of heightened ten-
sion continued till 1987. In
August 1995 finally disen-
gagement took place. Dees-
calation in tension took place
by the end of 1987. At that
time also China was very vi-
tuperative. They had given a
precondition for pull-back by
India.

The biggest difference
now is the introduction of
Bhutan.

■ Yes, the introduction of
Bhutan is the difference. But
both sides have maintained
sobriety on the ground,
though the language coming
from the Chinese side is
rather strong. In contrast, In-
dia has maintained a meas-
ured posture.

But has India intruded
into Chinese territory?

■ Look at the facts. Bhutan
maintains that Doklam is
Bhutanese territory, which
they said in the June 29 state-
ment which was echoed in
the Indian statement. But
China claims the territory.
However, China is commit-

ted through the bilateral
agreements of 1988 and 1998
with Bhutan to respect the
status quo and not to change
the status quo unilaterally. Its
actions are in direct violation
of agreements with Bhutan
and India. 

But China is changing the
tri-junction unilaterally in vi-
olation of such agreements.
In mountainous areas, de-
fences are along ridge lines.
The Chinese are trying to
bring down the tri-junction
point to Geymochen, which
is the last major ridge line
between the Siliguri corridor
and the Chumbi Valley,
which would have hit
security.

But how long will Bhutan
stay with India in this
stand-off?

■ There have been 24 rounds
of border negotiations
between Bhutan and China.
As far as the Bhutanese posi-
tion [goes], the Doklam area
belongs to Bhutan. On June
29 also, Bhutan requested
China to restore the status
quo as of June 16, 2017, and
Bhutan has not weakened its
position. Please remember,
any change in the status quo
will hurt Bhutan first as it will
lose a very strategic territory
and it will lose access to In-
dia through the Siliguri cor-
ridor. For Bhutan too there
are vital strategic interests in-
volved in any compromise.

Is China erring by taking
on Bhutan?

■ China is changing the
status quo unilaterally with a
relatively small neighbour,
Bhutan. It is a clear case of
browbeating both Bhutan
and India. Through this ac-
tion, China was trying to
drive a wedge between
Bhutan and India. But China
perhaps thought that Bhutan
would not protest. But
Bhutan came out with a pub-
lic protest like India. China
has also landed in a situation
that it did not anticipate.

What is the solution?
Mutual withdrawal?

■ The provocation for India
was that the Chinese con-
struction party was building
a road unilaterally. If China
pulls back from the area,
listening to the very sensible
suggestion from Bhutan,
there would be no need for
India to have military per-
sonnel. For India, any unilat-
eral withdrawal will be im-
possible as there will be
serious consequences. There
can only be reciprocal
withdrawal.

So differences remain in
Indian and Chinese
positions. 

■ The response of the Indian
government has been meas-
ured and effective so far. We
have clearly eschewed
temptations to respond
through tit for tat polemics.
We have not risen to China’s
bait. We need to question the
narrative emanating from
China. The narrative is that
the boundary of the Sikkim
sector is all settled and de-
marcated. That is not the
case as the alignment of the
boundary in the Sikkim sec-
tor is basically agreed on but
there are well-known differ-
ences as far as the tri-junc-
tion points of India, China
and Bhutan are concerned. 

There are also differences
on interpretations of the wa-
tershed boundary in north-
ern and eastern Sikkim. In
fact, post-1962, the most seri-
ous armed skirmish was at
Nathu La in eastern Sikkim in
1967 because of differences
in the interpretation of the
watershed boundary.

Has India violated
international law through
the Doklam venture?

■ It is China that has violated
agreements with Bhutan and
India. Bhutan pointed out
that China violated the 1988
and 1998 agreements. China
is also violating agreements
with India.

Can China hit India in
some other area of the
border?

■ The present situation is un-
der control as no major
troop mobilisation has taken
place. The border has not be-
come ‘live’ so far, like 1987.
But we cannot preclude the
possibility of China probing
our defences in the Indian
border. But hopefully that
will not happen because any
expansion of the differences
will lead to damaging peace
and tranquillity in the border
areas. One needs to ensure
that differences do not ex-
pand and are contained. At
the same time, we need to
take preventive measures.
Second, the move towards
de-escalation. For that China
needs to scale down its
comments.

Have the NSA-level talks
helped?

■ The Chinese rhetoric has
slowed down a bit, but it’s
too early to come to a con-
clusion. I would not interpret
Xi Jinping’s speech on the oc-
cassion of the 90th an-
niversary of the Chinese PLA
as something in the context
of what’s going on in
Doklam.

Should appeasement be
the policy to deal with
China’s territorial claims?

■ When it comes to the In-
dia-China border, we have to
rely on ourselves. We need to
persist with the present ap-
proach that the border areas
remain peaceful and we
need to ensure that there is
requisite deterrence avail-
able on the ground to dis-
courage China. 

Deterrence has to be in
terms of military capability
and infrastructure on the
ground. Our posture should
be defensive and sometimes
a mix of offensive and de-
fensive capabilities.

For full interview please see
www.thehindu.com

‘India and Bhutan are questioning the new normal’
The former Ambassador to China says only reciprocal withdrawal by India and China can ease the Doklam stand-o�

Kallol Bhattacherjee

<> China is changing

the status quo

unilaterally with

Bhutan. It is a clear

case of browbeating

Bhutan and India. 

THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | ASHOK KANTHA 

Ashok Kantha. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

<> ■ When it comes to the India-China border, we

need to persist that the border areas remain

peaceful and we need to ensure that there is

requisite deterrence available on the ground to

discourage China. 
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that her body was burnt,”
the court said, referring to
the CBI’s claim that her
body was burnt after killing.

“It is seen from the entire
record...that there is no suf-
ficient evidence to indicate
that there was a meeting of
minds between accused
(Vanzara) and the other ac-
cused to abduct and kill
(Sheikh, Kausar Bi and Pra-
japati),” the court held.

“In the absence of evid-
ence of their involvement in
any manner in the abduc-
tion followed by the killing, I
am of the view that the role
attributed against the ac-
cused as reflected does def-
initely come within the
sphere of discharge of their
official duty,” the court said.

Dinesh was granted bail
in May 2014. He was pro-
moted by the Rajasthan gov-
ernment to the post of
Deputy Inspector General
and then Inspector General
with effect from May 9 the
same year. 

He had served seven
years in jail in connection
with the alleged fake en-
counter killings.

On discharging Dinesh,
the court again said, “There
is no prima facie material
against him to connect him
to the killing of Sohrabud-
din and Prajapati much less
as one of the conspirators.” 

The court also held that
prior sanction was not
sought for prosecuting him
under Section 197 Cr.PC. 

(With inputs from PTI)

However, Judge Sunilkumar
J. Sharma said, “Considering
the quality of material on re-
cord against Mr. Vanzara
and taking into considera-
tion the entire prosecution
story, it is clear that there is
no prima facie material
against him to connect him
to the abduction, followed
by killing of Sohrabuddin,
Kauser Bi and Tulsiram Pra-
japati .” 

Mr. Vanzara who was the
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Anti-Terrorism
Squad, Gujarat and Mr.
Dinesh, Superintendent of
Police, Rajasthan in 2005
are also charged with killing
Tulsiram Prajapati, who was
accompanying Sohrabud-
din. “The CBI mostly relied
on the statements of wit-
nesses which are hearsay in
nature. Even the statements
of the co-accused do not in
any way directly implicate
the applicant (Vanzara),”
the judge said. 

The court said the prosec-
ution did not say anything
about Mr. Vanzara’s pres-
ence at the crime spot, and
a mere conversation
between him and Gujarat
IPS officer Vipul Agarwal
and inspector Ashish
Pandya was not sufficient to
establish his role in the
killing of Prajapati.

“There is absolutely no
iota of material as when,
where and who killed
Kausar Bi. There is also no
material collected from the
spot like sand, ash etc to say

CBI court discharges
Vanzara, Dinesh

standing has to be reached,
has to be with a merged en-
tity,” said the source. 

The question of a political
understanding paying off is
something that has to be ad-
dressed four years hence,
said another senior leader,
and the BJP may also want
other smaller parties to join
the front. 

“Till the merger happens,
the question is which AI-
ADMK is allying with us?
The O. Panneerselvam fac-
tion has a few MPs and
MLAs, the Sasikala faction
has some, the latter has the
baggage of cases of graft
against it as well. 

“Therefore whatever
political or electoral under-

Only a united AIADMK
can be an ally: BJP

stayed flat, hovering
between 2.5% to 5%, with an
average of around 3.2% in
urban markets.

Keki Mistry, vice-chair-
man, Housing Development
and Finance Corporation
(HDFC), the country’s
largest mortgage financier,
said both interest rates and
property prices are favour-
able for buyers. 

“Interest rates are not the
only aspect. Property prices
have not gone up in the last
2-3 years. This is the best
time to buy a property,” Mr.
Mistry told The Hindu. “You
should not look at interest
rate in isolation. There is a
government subvention
scheme that you get today.
You have to look at interest
net of tax benefits, that is,
the net outgo,” he added.

Mr. Anand said sales in the
last few months have also
been disproportionately
skewed towards the afford-
able housing segment,
which grew by 31% quarter-
on-quarter in the January-
March period of 2016-17.

“For buyers whose
household income is not
more than ₹6 lakh per an-
num and who are therefore
eligible for the 6.5% interest
rate subsidy under the
PMAY, this is clearly the
right time to consider buy-
ing a property by availing of
a small ticket housing loan,”
he added.

Real estate prices
Since real estate prices have
not moved up in the last few
years, the rental yields in
properties across cities have

It’s easier to buy than
rent small homes

As part of the decision to
have just one senior func-
tionary in charge of each
State, the Congress relieved
party general secretary
Digvijaya Singh of his charge
of Telangana on Tuesday.
Earlier, he had been divested
of his responsibilities in Goa
and poll-bound Karnataka. 

Now, he will only oversee
Andhra Pradesh, while ex-
Rajya Sabha MP and party
secretary R.C. Khuntia, who
had been his deputy in Tel-
angana, will succeed him in
the southern State.

Mr. Khuntia, an OBC

leader from Odisha, was a
member of the Indian Na-
tional Trade Union Congress
(INTUC), a Congress frontal
organisation, for many years.

Satish Jarkiholi, recently
appointed as party secretary
after being dropped from the
Karnataka ministry, and who
had shown signs of growing
close to the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar), will assist Mr. Khuntia.

Ambika retains J&K
These changes come in the
wake of another general sec-
retary, Ambika Soni, losing
charge of Uttarakhand, Hi-
machal Pradesh and Punjab
while retaining the respons-

ibility for Jammu and Kash-
mir. In Ms. Soni’s case, she
had asked to be relived of the
charge of Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand because of

poor health. In other organ-
isational changes, two new
departments have been cre-
ated in the party.

Thiruvananthapuram MP

and former Union Minister
Shashi Tharoor will head the
All India Professionals’ Con-
gress (AIPC), while Arbind
Singh will chair the All India
Unorganised Workers’ Con-
gress with Irfan Alam as the
vice-chairman. 

Deora to take charge
The AIPC vice-chairman and
western zone coordinator
will be former Mumbai South
MP Milind Deora. 

The other three coordinat-
ors are party MP Gaurav Go-
goi (eastern zone), Salman
Soz (northern zone) and Dr.
Geeta Reddy (southern
zone). 

Dr. Tharoor said he hoped
the AIPC would contribute to
the advancement of pro-
gressive politics in the coun-
try by letting citizens net-
work with like-minded
peers, engage with political
leaders and influencers, and
contribute to election cam-
paigns as well as policy for-
mulation activities.

Mr. Arbind Singh, a social
entrepreneur, has been asso-
ciated with the National As-
sociation of Street Vendors of
India, while Mr. Alam, a Har-
vard graduate has worked to
uplift rickshaw pullers
through his NGO, Samman
Foundation. 

Party relieves general secretary Digvijaya Singh of his charge of Telangana as organisational changes take place

Shashi Tharoor

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Digvijaya Singh

Tharoor to lead All India Professionals’ Congress

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
demanded fair compensa-
tion to farmers and traders
affected by the expansion of
a highway passing through
Amethi, his Lok Sabha con-
stituency. 

Mr. Gandhi visited the re-
gional office of the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), joining a delegation
of protesting farmers and
traders, and submitted a
memorandum in their
support.

The matter relates to the
widening of NH-56 that
passes through gram sabha
Kathaura on the Lucknow-
Sultanpur road in Amethi’s
Jagdishpur area. Locals al-
lege that officials acquired
farmland without paying ad-

equate compensation and
that their shops and houses
were being demolished for
the construction of a bylane
for parking vehicles on

either side of the highway.
Officials said some shops
needed to be demolished for
the construction of a bus-
lane. With senior leaders Raj

Babbar and Jitin Prasada in
tow, Mr. Gandhi discussed
the issue with NHAI officials
here. 

Hits out at BJP
Talking to the media, Mr.
Gandhi hit out at the BJP gov-
ernment accusing it of not
following proper procedure
in acquiring land. He asked
the officials to re-evaluate
the compensation for the af-
fected people.

NHAI regional director Ra-
jeev Agarwal said Mr. Gandhi
requested the authority to
shift the location of the bus
lane so that the project was
not hampered, while shops
could also be saved. Mr.
Agarwal said the authorities
would look into the “tech-
nical feasibility” of Mr.
Gandhi’s demands and re-
spond within a few days.

Rahul joins protest by farmers 
Demands compensation to those hit by highway expansion in Amethi

Special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Hitting the highway: Rahul Gandhi with U.P. party chief Raj
Babbar at NHAI o�ce in Lucknow on Tuesday. * RAJEEV BHATT

Senior Congress leader and
party nominee for the Rajya
Sabha election from Gu-
jarat, Ahmed Patel, on Tues-
day questioned the move to
introduce the NOTA option
after the notification of poll
in the State.

“First, Rajya Sabha elec-
tion was postponed.
Second, NOTA was permit-
ted post-notification. Reas-
ons best known to the Elec-
tion Commission,” Mr. Patel
tweeted after the Election
Commission said NOTA
would be introduced as an
option in the ballot paper.

Mr. Patel, who is facing a
tough contest in the wake of
a spate of resignations by
Congress legislators and

open revolt by former Con-
gress Legislative Party (CLP)
leader Shankarsinh Vaghela,
also asked why the election
was postponed by the EC,
which had mysteriously can-
celled the notification for
election of 10 Rajya Sabha
seats in Gujarat, Goa and
West Bengal.

Why NOTA for RS 
poll, asks Ahmed Patel

‘Reasons best known to poll panel’

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Ahmed Patel

A day after Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar explained his
position before the media on
why he parted ways with the
Lalu Prasad-led Rashtriya
Janata Dal, Mr. Prasad on
Tuesday rebutted his charges
and alleged that Mr. Kumar
not only “betrayed” his faith
in him but also connived
with the BJP to lodge cases
against him and his family. 

He was addressing journ-
alists at his 10, Circular Road
residence.

CM knew of raids
Mr. Prasad also said Mr. Ku-
mar had been winning elec-
tions with his support and
the JD(U) performed poorly
in elections it contested
earlier on its own.

“Nitish Kumar knew about

the CBI raid at my house...he
connived with the BJP to
lodge cases against me and
my family…how can the CBI
raid a Deputy Chief Minis-
ter’s residence without tak-
ing the Chief Minister into
confidence?”, charged the
RJD chief.

A day before the CBI raid,
Mr. Kumar went to Rajgir
and fell ill. “Whenever Nitish
Kumar falls ill, it means he is
about to take some danger-
ous steps,” Mr. Prasad said.

Recalling how Mr. Kumar,
along with his chief strategist
Prashant Kishor, had met
him in Delhi for favour when
the then Chief Minister Jitan
Ram Manjhi had refused to
toe his line and how he had
bowed down to him to be-
come the Chief Minister after
the last Assembly poll, the
RJD chief said, “It was my

mistake to trust him…this
man is not trustworthy and
I’ll never make an alliance
with him again.” 

“He is a political Paltu
Ram”, quipped Mr. Prasad

“Nitish Kumar said he
doesn’t believe in caste base
and caste base should not be
confused with mass ba-
se…then why had he atten-
ded the Kurmi caste rally in
1994 in Patna?... Why did he
appoint bureaucrats of his
caste even from outside the
State?”, asked Mr. Prasad. 

‘Character exposed’
According to him, “Nitish Ku-
mar’s political character has
been thoroughly exposed
and the neutral writers of the
country have been writing
about it.”

Taking a dig at Mr. Ku-
mar’s alliance with the BJP,
Mr. Prasad said, “even BJP
president Amit Shah in Luc-
know said that it was Nitish
Kumar who broke the alli-
ance with the RJD and the
BJP didn’t go to him.” 

“Now Mr. Kumar should
wear saffron robes and chant
Jai Shri Ram,” he said. 

On Mr. Kumar’s oft-re-
peated claim of zero toler-
ance to corruption, the RJD
chief asked, “What about
your close aides like Lallan
Saraf and RCP Sinha who
make collection? Earlier,
there was an Income-Tax
raid on Lallan Saraf ’s resid-
ence and RCP Sinha had
gone underground fearing
an I-T raid.” 

‘Sand mafia funding RJD’
Meanwhile, Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi on Tuesday said he
would soon come out with
documentary proof of the
sand mafia “funding the RJD
and investing in Lalu
Prasad’s family assets”.

(With inputs from PTI)

while adding that, “when he
saw Tejashwi Yadav’s work
and the all-round appreci-
ation for him he got alarmed
and did the palti (somer-
sault).” 

It was my mistake to trust him… this man is not trustworthy and I’ll never make an alliance with him again, says Lalu Prasad

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

‘Nitish, BJP plotted against me to �le cases’

Feeling betrayed: RJD chief Lalu Prasad addressing a press
conference in Patna on Tuesday. * RANJEET KUMAR

specified purpose and no
other. Justice Rohinton F.
Nariman, one of the judges
of the Bench, intervened at
this point to ask the govern-
ment lawyers: “When a per-
son gives his mobile number
or other personal details, he
is under the reasonable ex-
pectation that the informa-
tion would be used only for
a specified purpose. Is a vi-
olation of that reasonable
expectation a violation of
his fundamental right?”

Mr. Mehta submitted that
the court cannot thrust a
new fundamental right like
privacy into the Constitu-
tion. This would require le-
gislative deliberations. He
also advised the court
against expanding the exist-
ing fundamental rights to in-
terpret and include right to
privacy. 

Justice Nariman replied
that laws should reflect the
“felt needs of the times” and
protect the citizens from vi-
olations by the State and
non-State players. 

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Techno-
logy will work with the
panel and hand over all ne-
cessary information to it
within the next eight weeks,
after which the latter will
start its deliberations. The
Committee is expected to
submit its report
expeditiously.

Mr. Mehta said the gov-
ernment expects to frame a
data protection Bill similar
to the "technology-neutral"
draft Privacy Bill submitted
by an earlier expert commit-
tee led by former Delhi High
Court Chief Justice A.P. Shah
to the Planning Commission
of India in 2012. No steps
were taken on the Justice
Shah Committee
recommendations.

Underlining the need for
overarching data protection
laws, Jutice D.Y.
Chandrachud observed that
citizens should have the
guarantee that personal
data collected from them
would be used only for the

Panel to draft data
protection Bill, SC told

Opening a new front for col-
laboration in anti-piracy op-
eration in Eastern Africa, In-
dia and Somalia on Tuesday
signed an agreement for
transfer of sentenced con-
victs. A statement from the
Ministry of External Affairs
said the agreement was the
highlight of the ongoing visit
of the Foreign Minister of
Somalia. 

Transfer of prisoners
“During the visit, the
Somalian Minister held
meetings with External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swa-
raj and Minister of State for
External Affairs M.J. Akbar.
The entire gamut of India-
Somalia bilateral relations,
including the issue of piracy
and maritime security, were
discussed between the two
sides during the meetings.
Further, discussions on re-
gional issues pertaining to
developments in the Gulf re-
gion and India’s neighbour-
hood were held. An agree-
ment for transfer of
sentenced persons between
India and Somalia was also
signed during the visit,” said

the statement from the MEA
after Ms. Swaraj sealed the
document with her
Somalian counterpart
Yusuf-Garaad Omar. 

The collaboration
between two sides will be
significant due to the incid-
ents of piracy that have af-
fected Indian interests in the
Indian Ocean region near
the Horn of Africa. India has
in recent years extended de-
velopment assistance to
Somalia which has included
mini buses to the war-
battered country. 

Diplomatic contacts
between India and Somalia
have been infrequent, how-
ever, Somalia had particip-
ated in the 2015 India-Africa
Forum Summit. 

Boost for joint anti-piracy operation 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Somalia signs
pact on convicts

M.J. Akbar

The unusual move of the
Armed Forces Tribunal to
impose a fine of ₹5 lakh on a
retired Vice-Admiral for
nepotism maybe telling, but
his actions have had signific-
ant adverse impact on In-
dia’s underwater nuclear
capabilities.

Responding to the peti-
tion filed by Commander S.S.
Luthra, the AFT said it was
“disturbing and surprising
that the Indian Navy does
not have an inbuilt system to
ensure such probable occur-
rence between relatives are
addressed institutionally, so
that such a situation, as oc-
curred in this case, does not
manifest”.

Favoured his kin
Commander Luthra had al-
leged that Vice-Admiral P.K.
Chatterjee, Inspector Gen-
eral, Nuclear Safety, had sys-
tematically favoured his son-
in-law Capt. A.V. Agashe by
discriminating against Lu-
thra and other competent of-
ficers, most of them pion-
eers trained in Russia to run
the reactors of nuclear sub-
marines, in the nuclear sub-

marine arm of the Navy. Ad-
miral Chatterjee not only
“intervened in the case of
the applicant and brought
down his quantitative assess-
ment convincingly, but he
has in the same period
steeply upgraded the quant-
itative assessment of his son-
in-law,” the AFT said. It also
pointed out that all officers
in the chain of reporting of
Capt. Agashe were officers
who were directly or indir-
ectly reporting to his
father-in-law.

Admiral Chatterjee “at no
stage has made known to

Navy the fact that he was
consistently reporting on his
son-in-law and when not re-
porting was fully in the posi-
tion of influencing” his son-
in-law’s command chain, the
AFT order said.

The AFT order tellingly
captures what the nepotism
of the senior Admiral has
done to the Navy’s nuclear
submarine arm.

The order points out that
the Navy has until now in-
ducted two nuclear submar-
ines – INS Chakra and INS
Arihant. INS Chakra was the
first nuclear submarine and
it was leased from Russia to
India. A total of seven of-
ficers were trained as Re-
actor Operators in Russia.
Commander Luthra was one
of those pioneering seven of-
ficers aboard INS Chakra
who were trained in Russia
at an exorbitant cost. In con-
trast, INS Arihant is the sub-
marine which was made in
India and the crew had been
trained domestically, and
Capt. Agashe was aboard
Arihant.

Commander Luthra
presented before the AFT
that the nepotism was visible
in the promotion boards.

Armed Forces Tribunal slaps ₹5 lakh �ne on retired o�cer

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Vice-Admiral’s actions
impacted n-capabilities

A �le photo of INS Chakra

submarine. 

With no end in sight to the
Darjeeling impasse, the
representatives of the
Gorkhaland Movement Co-
ordination Committee
(GMCC) will observe a one-
day hunger strike at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi on
August 4.

The representatives met
in New Delhi on Tuesday
and urged the Centre to
take steps so that normalcy
was restored in the hills of
Bengal. The GMCC is a 30-
member-body comprising
representatives of all polit-
ical parties in the hills and
social organisations to take
forward the demand for
Gorkhaland. “We are sens-
itive to the hardship faced
by the people of the hills,
but we support the indefin-
ite strike. We call upon the
government to take steps
to see that the strike is lif-
ted and the young people
on fast in Darjeeling are
saved,” Munish Tamang,
national working president
of Bharatiya Gorkha Paris-
ang, said. 

The GMCC members ac-
knowledged that they had
received letters from
schools stating that stu-
dents were losing crucial
days. 

Gorkhaland
activists to
go on strike 
Special Correspondent

Kolkata
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The government on Tuesday
came under attack from Op-
position parties in both
Houses of Parliament over its
decision to increase the rates
of cooking gas by ₹4 each
month till LPG subsidy
comes to an end.

Opposition parties raised
the matter in the Lok Sabha
in Zero Hour, before staging
a walkout. The Rajya Sabha
also witnessed Opposition
protests over the matter
soon after it assembled and
had to be adjourned till
noon. 

In the Lok Sabha, K.C.
Venugopal of the Congress
raised the issue, saying the
government’s decision
would adversely affect the
common man and there was
no justification of it when
global crude oil prices had
gone down.

“It should be immediately
withdrawn,” he said.

Sudip Bandyopadhyay of
the All-India Trinamool Con-
gress claimed that the steady
increase in the LPG cylinder
price by the government had
been highest in the last six
years. He sought to know
what the fate of over 2.5
crore women given the con-
nection for free would be
with the “anti-welfare”
measure.

N.K. Premachandran of
the RSP accused the govern-
ment of not being transpar-
ent in the matter as the de-
cision was not shared

publicly after being taken in
March.

Proceedings adjourned
Opposition parties later
staged a walkout from the
House. In the Rajya Sabha,
Congress, SP, AITC, BSP and
Left MPs stormed into the
well of the House shouting
slogans seeking withdrawal
of the decision, forcing
Deputy Chairman P.J. Kurien
to first adjourn the proceed-
ings for 10 minutes and then
till noon.

Derek O’Brien of the All
India Trinamool Congress,
who gave a notice under rule
267 seeking the setting aside
of the business of the day to
discuss an important issue,
raised the matter.

He said the government

was not fulfilling its social
commitment to provide
cooking gas at subsidised
rates. Oil prices had come
down from $111 per barrel to
$48 but the govern-
ment is raising
rates of cooking
fuel, he said.

Sitaram Yechury of the
CPI(M) said at the call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, people had voluntarily
given up subsidies so that
subsidised LPG could be
provided to the poor and

needy.
But the govern-
ment has now

decided to
charge all

the poor ₹4 per cylinder
more every month, he said.
“This is strongly condem-
nable. The government
should withdraw [the
decision].”

Mr. Kurien said the notice
under rule 267 was being dis-
allowed but a short duration
debate can be permitted if a
notice is given.

Opposition members
rushed into the well of the
House shouting slogans, for-
cing Mr. Kurien to adjourn
the proceedings for 10
minutes.

‘Killing the poor’
When the House met again,
Leader of the Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad said the
people had voluntarily given
up their subsidies in the

hope that subsidised cooking
gas would be given to the
poor. But the government is
“killing the poor”, as within
a year, the price of LPG
would go up by ₹48 per cylin-
der at a time when oil rates
globally have slumped to a
multi-year low, he asserted.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M) hit
out at the Centre’s decision
and demanded its rollback.

“This decision runs
against the high-profile ‘Give
it Up’ campaign conducted
by the Prime Minister to per-
suade families that can af-
ford gas cylinders without
subsidy to give up their sub-
sidy so that these can be
given to the poor,” said a
statement issued by the Polit
Bureau of the CPI(M).

(With PTI inputs)

Costlier LPG fuels Opposition fury in House
Government comes under attack over decision to raise price of cooking gas by ₹4 every month till subsidy is wiped out 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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The government’s recent
decision to allow public
sector oil marketing com-
panies (OMC) to increase
the price of subsidised LPG
by ₹4 per month instead of
two rupees a month earlier
will hasten the price dereg-
ulation process, rating
agency ICRA said on
Tuesday.

Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Monday told Parliament
that the government had
on May 30 authorised
OMCs to increase the ef-
fective price of subsidised
domestic LPG by ₹4 per
cylinder from June 1 per
month until the govern-
ment’s subsidy was re-
duced to nil, or till March
2018, whichever was
earliest.

“In ICRA’s view, the
steeper monthly hike is
aimed at achieving the de-
regulation in subsidised
LPG prices in a shorter
time frame,” an agency re-
lease said. Now the LPG
prices can be deregulated
in around two years. OMCs
would gain from the mar-
ginal savings on interest
burden due to lower
under-recoveries.

Decontrol
will now be 
faster: ICRA 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

GST anti-pro�teering
mechanism soon: Jaitley
NEW DELHI

The Goods and Services Tax

Council will finalise the

machinery to implement the

anti-profiteering provisions

in the GST law at its next

meeting, Finance Minister

Arun Jaitley said in Lok Sabha

on Tuesday. The GST Council,

which meets on August 5,

will now meet every month

to ascertain ‘where the shoe

pinches’ and make suitable

adjustments in the new

indirect tax regime, he said.

IN BRIEF

Over 11.44 lakh PAN
cards deactivated: govt.
NEW DELHI

The government has so far

detected 1,566 ‘fake’ PAN

cards, which amounts to less

than 1% of the 29 crore PAN

cards issued, according to

Minister of State for Finance

Santosh Kumar Gangwar, who

added that linking Aadhaar to

PAN is expected to make it

easier to detect such cases.

“As on July 27, 2017, 11,44,211

PANs have been identified

and deleted or de-activated

in cases where multiple PANs

were found allotted to one

person,” Mr. Gangwar said.

Keeping tab on foreign
trawlers, says govt.
NEW DELHI

The government has denied

the claims of the Opposition

that foreign trawlers were

fishing in the Indian waters,

affecting the livelihood of

local fishermen. Replying to a

calling attention motion on

issues related to deep-sea

fishing in the Rajya Sabha,

Agriculture Minister Radha

Mohan Singh said the

government was committed

to empowering the traditional

fisherman and boost fish

production through the Blue

Revolution programme.

The BJP went into damage
control mode on Tuesday
after the treasury benches
faced an embarrassment in
the Rajya Sabha when a bill
conferring constitutional
status on the Backward
Classes Commission saw the
Opposition get an amend-
ment through, largely due to
the absence of the ruling
party MPs on Monday. 

Senior party leaders Bhu-
pendra Yadav, Hukumdeo
Narayan Yadav and Ganesh
Singh accused the Congress
of acting against the interests
of the OBC community by
getting their amendment
passed — an amendment Mr.
Bhupendra Yadav said was
legally untenable. Party
president Amit Shah, mean-
while, has asked for written
explanations from all 13 BJP
MLAs who were absent
when voting for the Consti-
tution 123rd Amendment Bill
was on in the Upper House.

“You cannot keep a semi-
judicial body exclusively re-
served. This will not stand in
court,” said Mr. Bhupendra
Yadav, accusing the Congress
of being anti-OBC in the
amendment that it moved.
“The OBCs are a category
that is religion-neutral and is
a term that characterises a
deprived section of the soci-

ety. The Congress has to ask
itself what it is attempting to
do by bringing in minority
rights versus the rights of de-
prived classes, in which the
rights of the minority OBCs
are also protected,” he said. 

Lok Sabha MP Hukumdeo
Narayan Yadav, quoting late
socialist leader Ram Mano-
har Lohia, said the Congress

had historically been against
the OBCs as it was the
“heartland states,” where
this classes were present in
large numbers, that was the
vanguard of anti-Congress-
ism. 

Explanations sought
Internally, the BJP also
sought explanations from
absentee MPs. Prime Minis-
ter Modi, who was on a day-
long tour of flood-hit Assam,
has also asked to meet the
MPs who were “missing”.

In all, 31 NDA MPs were
absent, including five Union
Ministers. 

“When the party issues a
whip, members must be
present in the House. The
party president has taken a
serious view of the absence
of the members. He said it
should not have happened
and must not be repeated,”
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Ananth Kumar said
after the parliamentary
party meet.

Modi to meet ‘missing’ party MPs 
Opposition got an amendment through in the Rajya Sabha on Monday

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Up close: Amit Shah, left, with senior leader Sakshi Maharaj at
the BJP’s parliamentary party meeting on Tuesday. * PTI 

The Jharkhand Cabinet on
Tuesday gave its approval
to the Jharkhand Religious
Independence Bill, 2017.

According to an official
release here, Section 3 of
the Bill prohibits forceful
conversion. In the event of
violation of the Section,
there will be up to three
years imprisonment or
₹50,000 penalty or both.

If the crime involved a
minor, a woman or a per-
son from the SC/ST com-
munity, the prison term
would be up to four years
and a penalty of ₹1 lakh,
the release said.

Welcoming the Bill, the
BJP State unit said forcible
conversion was “an anti-
national act” and it should
be stopped at any cost.

BJP Jharkhand unit gen-
eral secretary Deepak
Prakash said forcible con-
version was “unaccept-
able” in a democracy, but it
had been happening in the
State on a large scale.

Nod for
Jharkhand
religious Bill
Press Trust of India

Ranchi

Questioning the power of
Members of Parliament to
hike their own salaries, BJP
Lok Sabha MP Varun
Gandhi on Tuesday sought
the setting up of an external
statutory body to decide the
salaries of lawmakers.

“When matters regarding
salary are raised recur-
rently, it makes me worry
about the moral compass of
the House. Nearly 18,000
farmers have committed sui-
cide over the last one year.
Where is our focus?” Mr.
Gandhi asked.

He said it was “shameful”
that the number of sittings
in the Lok Sabha had
dropped from 123 days a
year in 1952 to 75 in 2016.

“The winter session of
2016 hit a low point of 16%.
It is shameful. Taxation
bills, as significant as
Aadhaar, were passed
within two weeks without
being referred to a commit-

tee,” he said. The reference
to the ‘hurried’ passage of
Aadhaar, however, may not
be music to the govern-
ment’s ears.

Mr. Gandhi recalled that
Jawaharlal Nehru’s Cabinet,
at its first meeting, had
taken a collective decision
not to take salaries for six
months in view of the
people’s sufferings at the
time. Parliamentarians ar-
rogating to themselves the
authority to increase their
own fiscal compensation
was not in line with the mor-
als of democracy, he said.

MPs shouldn’t hike their
own salaries: Varun

BJP MP wants decision-making body

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Varun Gandhi

The Rajya Sabha unanim-
ously passed the Right of
Children to Free and Com-
pulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2017,
which aims to provide a
two-year window to
around 11 lakh private and
government teachers to get
prescribed minimum quali-
fications for appointment. 

Human Resource and
Development Minister
Prakash Javadekar said the
Bill was being amended as
the 2009 Act, which came
into force on April 1, 2010,
wanted teachers without
professional qualification
to get them by 2015.

“In the absence of the
qualification, we couldn’t
have sacked 11 lakh teach-
ers, who include seven
lakh private teachers or do
injustice to children. The
Bill gives them an oppor-
tunity to acquire profes-
sional qualification by en-
rolling themselves in the
Swayam platform,he said. 

Bill gives
more time
to teachers
Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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Saeed’s house arrest
extended by 2 months 
LAHORE

Authorities in Pakistan’s
Punjab Province have
extended the house arrest of
Mumbai terror attack
mastermind Ha�z Saeed by
another two months to
maintain public order. Saeed
has been under house arrest
since January 31 this year. His
detention had been extended
for three more months in
April. PTI

ELSEWHERE

21 lakh Indians applied
for H-1B in last 11 years
WASHINGTON

Over 21 lakh Indian
technology professionals
have applied for H-1B work
visas in the last 11 years, an
o�cial report has said. On an
average, their salary over the
last 11 years has been $92,317
and an overwhelming
majority of them have had a
Master’s or a Bachelor’s
degree. PTI

Jordan scraps ‘marry
your rapist’ law
BEIRUT

Jordanian lawmakers have
voted to abolish a law that
lets rapists o� the hook if
they marry their victims,
rights campaigners said on
Tuesday. The campaigners
hailed the move — which
comes a week after Tunisia
scrapped a similar law — as an
important step towards
ending impunity for sexual
violence. Reuters

3 dead after Moscow
courthouse escape bid
MOSCOW

Five defendants at a Moscow
courthouse attacked their
guards in a bungled escape
attempt, leading to a shoot-
out that killed three people
and wounded �ve others,
o�cials said on Tuesday.
Russia’s Investigative
Committee said the �ve
handcu�ed men were being
escorted by two guards in an
elevator at the Moscow
Regional Court. 

Following the ouster of
Nawaz Sharif as Prime Minis-
ter, Pakistan’s lawmakers on
Tuesday elected Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi, nominated
by the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), as
Prime Minister. Mr. Abbasi
secured 221 votes in the 342-
member National Assembly,
while the three candidates
fielded by the divided Op-
position got 84 votes in total.

Shahabaz Sharif, the
former Prime Minister’s
younger brother, is expected
to succeed Mr. Abbasi in six
weeks after his election to
the National Assembly. 

Shahbaz Sharif, currently
Chief Minister of Punjab,
Pakistan’s most populous
Province, will relinquish his
office soon to contest elec-
tion from the seat vacated
by Nawaz Sharif.

The National Assembly
held a secret ballot on Tues-
day to elect the new Prime
Minister. Naveed Qamar of
the Pakistan Peoples Party
got 47 votes, while the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s
Sheikh Rashid won 33 votes.
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Sahibzada
Tariqullah got only four
votes.

Former Minister
Speaking in Parliament after
the vote, Mr. Abbasi, a
former Petroleum Minister,
thanked his predecessor for
his support and trust. He
said the Supreme Court’s de-
cision to disqualify Nawaz
Sharif in the Panama Papers
case has been rejected by
the people of Pakistan.
“There will be another court
where we all will testify to
the innocence of Nawaz
Sharif,” he said.

“Inshallah (God willing)
one day, the real Prime Min-
ister of this country will
come back and sit on this
chair,” he added. 

Secured 221 votes in the 342-member National Assembly 
MUBASHIR ZAIDI

KARACHI

Sharif loyalist Abbasi
elected Prime Minister

Interim head: Pakistan’s new PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi (right)
leaves with his aides after a meeting in Parliament house. * AP

Ayesha Gulalai, a parlia-
mentarian from the Op-
position Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party on Tuesday an-
nounced her resignation,
accusing party chief Im-
ran Khan of sending
“lewd text messages” to
her and other women
members. Calling Mr.
Khan and his ‘gang’ char-
acterless, she said honour
of women is not safe in
the party. 

“Imran Khan has sent
first lewd message to me
in October 2013. He does
it through his Blackberry.
His Blackberry should be
checked. Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
can testify to my claims if
his Blackberry is confis-
cated,” she told a press
conference in Islamabad
on Tuesday night.

Ms. Gulalai, a young
member of the National
Assembly from the con-

servative Federally Ad-
ministered Tribal Areas
(FATA), was once an ar-
dent and vocal supporter
of the PTI. 

Earlier in the day, she
had told newsmen that
the kind of culture some
in the PTI are trying to
promote is not in line
with Pakhtoon cultural
values.

Other women parlia-
mentarians quickly re-
acted to her allegations.
“MNA Ayesha Gulalai’s re-
buke adds to the disquiet
about a woman’s place in
the party,” Sherry Reh-
man, Senator from the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), tweeted. However,
there was no word from
Mr. Khan.

PPP chairman Bilawal
Bhutto said that the alleg-
ations were serious and
should be investigated. He
added that the PPP will
never compromise over
the safety and dignity of
women.

Woman MP quits
PTI, slams Imran
MUBASHIR ZAIDI

KARACHI

“A great day at the White
House!” President Donald
Trump said on Monday evening
after sacking White House Com-
munications Director Anthony
Scaramucci, 10 days after he
was hired. Mr. Scaramucci’s fir-
ing came at the instance of John
Kelly, a former Marine General
who took over as the White
House Chief of Staff on Monday.
Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders said Gen. Kelly has
complete authority over all staff
and operations at the White
House. 

President’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner, daughter Ivanka
Trump and strategist Steve Ban-
non will report to Gen. Kelly,
the White House said, an au-
thority that the former Chief of
Staff Reince Priebus, who
resigned last week, did not com-
mand. 

Chaotic phase 
With Mr. Scaramucci gone as
fast as he arrived, the Trump
White House may have passed a
particularly chaotic phase in its
ever-volatile existence over the
last six months, but it is unclear
how long will the calm last.
Over the last fortnight, Mr.
Trump has ignited controversy
after controversy, chiding his
own Attorney-General and snip-
ing at Republican Senators for
failing to push through legisla-
tion that sought to partially re-
peal Obamacare, among other
things. His tweets will not stop,

Mr. Trump said on Tuesday
morning. “Only the Fake News
Media and Trump enemies
want me to stop using Social
Media (110 million people). Only
way for me to get the truth
out!,” he posted on Twitter.

Mr. Trump lavished praise on
Gen. Kelly after he was sworn
in, but that may not necessarily
guarantee anything in the long
term. Mr. Trump had effusively
praised Mr. Priebus also earlier,
but undermined him by creat-
ing parallel power centres in the
White House and finally hiring
Mr. Scaramucci, disregarding
Mr. Priebus’s opposition to the
appointment. 

Mr. Scaramucci used vulgar
phrases and metaphors to talk
about Mr. Prieubus and Mr. Ban-
non in an interview, making his
own downfall faster and inevit-
able. But his entry into the

White House had already led to
the exit of Mr. Preibus, and Sean
Spicer as Press Secretary. 

“The President certainly felt
that Anthony’s comments were
inappropriate for a person in
that position. And he didn’t
want to burden Gen. Kelly also
with that line of succession...
but Gen. Kelly has the full au-
thority to operate within the
White House, and all staff will
report to him,” said Ms.
Sanders. 

Power struggles 
There are multiple fault-liness
in the White House power
struggles — nationalists versus
globalists, traditional Republic-
ans versus the President’s long-
time friends from business, and
generals versus civilians, for in-
stance. Gen. Kelly’s challenge
will be to bring order into the

chaos that these divisions cre-
ate. Ms. Sanders said Gen. Kelly
will control access to the Presid-
ent. Mr. Trump is said to like
and respect billionaires and
Generals, but such feelings
could be fleeting. 

Changing perceptions 
Mr. Trump is reportedly un-
happy with his National Secur-
ity Adviser H.R. McMaster, a
serving General. Mr. Trump had
appeared to be holding him in
high regard at the beginning.
Mr. Trump is dissatisfied with
the proposals from Pentagon
and Gen. McMaster on Afgh-
anistan, which nationalists con-
sider as continuation of the
failed ‘establishment’ policies. 

The Trump administration’s
Russia policy is also in a limbo
as relations worsen. The White
House has said the President
would sign a new legislation
passed by the House and the
Senate with near total bipar-
tisan unanimity, which will also
bind his hands from making any
concession to the Kremlin. 

Meanwhile, Russia has asked
hundreds of American diplo-
mats to leave and seized two
American properties in the
country, in retaliation to similar
measures taken by the Obama
administration in its last days.
Mr. Trump has taken a con-
frontational posture against the
Republican Party establishment
yet again, and Russia is one key
issue on which he does not see
eye to eye with them.

The General will have ‘complete authority over all sta� and operations’ at White House 

Varghese K. George

Washington

New start: U.S. President Donald Trump stepping out of Air Force One
in Joint Base Andrews, Maryland, last month. * GETTY IMAGES

China will fiercely protect its
sovereignty against “any
people, organisation or
political party”, President Xi
Jinping warned Tuesday, as
the country celebrated the
90th anniversary of its milit-
ary. The message comes as
the ruling Communist Party
(CCP) faces political resist-
ance in semi-autonomous
Hong Kong, where many loc-
als fear Beijing is tightening
its grip, and in self-ruled
Taiwan, which China views
as a rebel province awaiting
reunification. 

The Asian giant is also
mired in several bitter bor-
der disputes with its neigh-

bours, including an ongoing
stand-off with India over ter-
ritory on China’s border with
Bhutan.

Address to PLA
“We will never allow any
people, organisation or
political party to split any
part of Chinese territory out
of the country at any time, in
any form,” Mr. Xi told an
audience of CCP and
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) officials gathered at
Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People, who broke out into
applause. 

“No one should expect us
to swallow the bitter fruit
that is harmful to our sover-
eignty, security or develop-

ment interests,” he said.
Beijing has of late begun

to indulge in more frequent,
pointed demonstrations of
its power. On Sunday, it held
a rare military parade in In-
ner Mongolia in which Mr. Xi
stressed the need to build a
world-class Army loyal to the
CCP, and capable of “defeat-
ing all invading enemies”. 

In Hong Kong in June, Mr.
Xi helmed the largest milit-
ary parade there in decades
to mark the 20th an-
niversary of the former Brit-
ish colony’s handover to
China. The country in
December also sailed its first
aircraft carrier near Taiwan,
where the ruling political
party has angered Beijing by

refusing to acknowledge that
both sides are part of “one
China”.

Since coming to power in
2012, Mr. Xi has trumpeted
the need to build a stronger
combat-ready military, while
leading efforts to centralise
the Communist Party's con-
trol over it. Maintaining con-
trol is key for Mr. Xi ahead of
a crucial party congress later
this year, at which he is ex-
pected to further consolidate
his grip on power.

In his speech on Tuesday,
he stressed that “there shall
be no wavering, no hesita-
tion, and no ambiguity” in
the PLA’s duty to “un-
swervingly adhere to the
Party’s absolute leadership”. 

Will never allow any people, organisation or party to split China, says President

Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Xi vows to safeguard sovereignty

An attack on a Shia
mosque in the western
Afghan city of Herat on
Tuesday killed more than
20 people and wounded
30 others, officials said.
Hospital authorities in
Herat said all the dead and
wounded were worship-
ping when a suicide
bomber blew himself up. 

Abdulhai Walizada, a
local police spokesman,
said there appeared to be
more than one attacker, a
suicide bomber who deton-
ated explosives and an-
other who threw grenades
at worshippers.

20 killed in
attack on
Shia mosque
Reuters

Herat

The Venezuelan intelligence
service arrested two prom-
inent Opposition leaders
early on Tuesday, their rel-
atives said, a day after a vote
to choose an Assembly that
supersedes Parliament.

Leopoldo Lopez and Ant-
onio Ledezma were both
already under house arrest
when they were picked up
by the intelligence service
known by its acronym
‘Sebin’, the wife of Mr.
Lopez and children of Mr.
Ledezma said separately.

The two men are
Venezuela’s most high-pro-
file Opposition leaders. Both

had called for a boycott of
Sunday’s vote for a Constitu-
ent Assembly that will be
tasked with rewriting the
Constitution.

Mr. Lopez (46) was trans-
ferred to house arrest in July
after serving three years and
five months in prison as part
of a 14-year term. He had
been convicted of instigat-
ing violence during protests
against President Nicolas
Maduro in 2014. 

Mr. Ledezma (62) was ar-
rested in February 2015 on
charges of conspiracy and
racketeering and was placed
under house arrest three
months later for health
reasons.

2 Venezuelan Opposition
leaders arrested
They had called for boycott of CA vote
Agence France-Presse

Caracas

U.S. Vice President Mike
Pence responded aggress-
ively on Monday to the de-
cision by President Vladimir
Putin of Russia to order the
shedding of 755 positions at
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow,
even as President Donald
Trump remained silent on
the escalating row.

Travelling in Eastern
Europe, Mr. Pence delivered
a blunt message for Mr.
Putin, noting that “recent
diplomatic actions taken by
Moscow will not deter the
commitment of the United
States to our security, that of
our allies and to freedom-
loving nations around the
world”.

Open to better ties
Mr. Pence said that while Mr.
Trump remains “open to a
better relationship” with
Russia, he warned that “the
United States rejects any at-
tempt to use force, threats,
intimidation or malign influ-
ence in the Baltic States or
against any of our treaty
allies”.

Mr. Putin over the week-
end ordered that the Em-

bassy workforce be trimmed
by Sept. 1, responding to le-
gislation approved last week
by Congress to impose new
sanctions on Russia for its
meddling in the 2016 presid-
ential election. 

Mr. Trump passed up sev-
eral public opportunities on
Monday to condemn the ac-
tion, which includes U.S.
diplomats and Russian em-
ployees. As President, his
posture toward Mr. Putin
has been closely watched

during a congressional in-
quiry into Russian election
meddling and a special
counsel investigation on the
issue.

“Right now we’re review-
ing our options, and when
we have something to say on
it, we’ll let you know,” said
Sarah Huckabee Sanders,
the White House Press
Secretary.

In a speech at Kadriorg
Palace in Tallinn, the presid-
ential residence of Estonia,
Mr. Pence said he brought a
message from Mr. Trump
that “we are with you”. In
the speech, Mr. Pence reiter-
ated the President’s call for
Russia to end “destabilising
activities in Ukraine and
elsewhere.”

Mr. Pence also explicitly
promised that the United
States would meet its obliga-
tions under NATO’s Article 5
mutual defence pledge to
come to the aid of a member
nation who is attacked. Mr.
Trump had made a similar
statement this summer after
earlier refusing to say so dir-
ectly. Mr. Pence said that
Trump would sign the sanc-
tions legislation “very soon”.
NYT

Won’t be deterred by expulsion
of Embassy sta�, says Pence
VP reacts to Russia’s move even as President remains silent

Michael D. Shear

Washington

U.S. Vice President Mike
Pence near Tbilisi, Georgia
on Tuesday. * AP
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1737.75. . . . . . . . . 4.55

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 404.00. . . . . . . . . 8.10

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 260.80. . . . . . . . -2.35

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1148.20. . . . . . -13.50

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 734.45. . . . . . . 15.85

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516.55. . . . . . . . -3.25

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2823.40. . . . . . . 14.85

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 163.50. . . . . . . . -2.55

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417.05. . . . . . . . -1.90

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24666.50. . . . . 488.40

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 485.60. . . . . . . 14.45

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 562.45. . . . . . . . . 2.35

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251.45. . . . . . . . . 2.35

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2431.55. . . . . . . 48.35

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 31504.80. . . 1423.60

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373.85. . . . . . . . -2.90

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 884.20. . . . . . . . -8.70

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1779.10. . . . . . -10.15

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1797.20. . . . . . . 12.80

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3727.85. . . . . . . 72.10

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225.75. . . . . . . . . 6.10

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1173.95. . . . . . . 18.20

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1225.20. . . . . . . 49.95

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302.60. . . . . . . . . 0.00

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1665.70. . . . . . . 19.95

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 403.70. . . . . . . . . 2.30

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1005.55. . . . . . . . -5.65

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 370.35. . . . . . . . . 2.70

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287.85. . . . . . . . . 2.60

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1015.30. . . . . . . . -6.35

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1190.05. . . . . . . . -3.90

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1017.90. . . . . . -14.10

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1429.25. . . . . . . 25.95

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7856.10. . . . . 106.05

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.20. . . . . . . . . 1.00

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167.40. . . . . . . . -2.00

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 224.40. . . . . . . . . 1.10

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1603.60. . . . . . -11.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309.00. . . . . . . . -3.50

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 533.80. . . . . . . . . 2.15

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446.90. . . . . . . . . 2.30

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 262.60. . . . . . . . . 2.10

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.80. . . . . . . . . 0.80

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 572.40. . . . . . . . . 5.30

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2501.65. . . . . . . . . 9.85

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 402.45. . . . . . . 16.60

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4067.85. . . . . . . 10.95

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282.05. . . . . . . . . 2.20

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294.80. . . . . . . . . 6.35

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1827.25. . . . . . . 17.75

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 543.60. . . . . . . . . 1.85

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 01

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.87. . . . . . . 64.19

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.49. . . . . . . 75.87

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 84.36. . . . . . . 84.79

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.82. . . . . . . 58.12

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.51. . . . . . . . . 9.55

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.10. . . . . . . 66.44

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.02. . . . . . . 47.28

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 51.14. . . . . . . 51.40

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.90. . . . . . . 14.99

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

August 01 rates in rupees with previ-
ous rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.70. . . . . (41.50)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,736. . . . . (2,735)

market watch

01-08-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,575 ddddddddddddddd0.19 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 64.07 ddddddddddddddd0.18

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,530 ddddddddddddd-0.40

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.14 ddddddddddddd-0.28

India’s leading digital pay-
ments firm Paytm plans to
introduce a messaging ser-
vice by the end of this month
to compete with Facebook
Inc.’s WhatsApp, a source fa-
miliar with the matter said
on Tuesday.

Paytm, which is backed by
Japan’s SoftBank and China’s
Alibaba, wants to attract
people in India to use a mes-
saging service embedded in
its payments app, which
many already use to buy
everything from food to
plane tickets.

‘Digital universe’
Paytm’s messaging service
will let users send audio,
video, pictures and text, said
the source, who declined to
be named.

“Paytm wants to become
a digital universe for Indian
commerce where consumers
can communicate, shop and
use financial services,” said

Pavel Naiya, an analyst at
tech research Counterpoint.

Paytm has more than 225
million users in India.

WhatsApp, which had

200 million monthly active
users as of February in India,
its biggest single market, has
also been looking at moving
into digital payment services

in the country.
Earlier this year, another

Indian messaging platform,
Hike, rolled out an electronic
payments service in its app
to cash in on the growth in
digital transactions in the
country.

Demonetisation effect
E-payments in India surged
after the country banned
old, high-value currency
notes late last year. Firms
such as Paytm have since
rapidly increased their mar-
ket share.

Digital payments in India
will jump close to 10 times
by 2020 to $500 billion, ac-
cording to a 2016 report by
Boston Consulting Group.

The Wall Street Journal
was the first to report
Paytm’s plan to launch a
messaging service.

Paytm did not respond to
an email seeking comment.
WhatsApp was not immedi-
ately reachable for com-
ment. 

Paytm eyes messaging to rival WhatsApp
Payments major wants its users to communicate, shop and use �nancial services

Reuters

MUMBAI

All in one: Paytm’s messaging service is expected to let users
send audio, video, pictures and text.

Sanjeev Gupta’s Liberty
House, the U.K.-based indus-
trial group that had agreed
to acquire two British pipe
mills owned by Tata Steel,
has completed the acquisi-
tion bolstering its ambitions
to become a “world leader”
in the 50 million tonnes-a-
year global oil and gas
pipeline industry.

“We are already looking at
plants in other countries,”
Mr. Gupta said, as the com-
pany set up a new pipe and
tube business headed by
James Annal, who had previ-
ously headed ArcelorMittal’s
energy tubular products
division.

‘Global leadership’
Mr. Gupta said that the ac-
quisition would give the
company the basis to up-
grade the liquid steel facilit-

ies it was acquiring in South
Australia as well as its plate
mills (also acquired from
Tata Steel, in Scotland) to
make high-value added API
grade plates that could be
rolled at the new mills to
supply pipeline projects
worldwide. 

“This fully-integrated
value chain will make us a
world leader in this field.”

The 42-inch and 82-inch
pipe mills have a capacity of
250,000 tonnes a year. 

While they currently em-
ploy around 140 people, the
company hopes to raise the
numbers by a further 100.
Liberty House has not ac-
quired the neighbouring 20-
inch mill which remains with
Tata Steel as part of its
strategy of focussing on its
strip products supply chain
linked to Port Talbot.

The deal is the latest in a
string of acquisitions by
Liberty House and its associ-
ated groups. 

It has spent more than
£500 million on acquisitions
in Britain since the start of
2017, as well as others across
the world, including the U.S.
and Australia, as part of a
strategy of acquiring strug-
gling businesses with poten-
tial and integrating them into
their end-to-end business.

Completes purchase of two pipe mills from Tata Steel
Vidya Ram

LONDON

Sanjeev Gupta

Liberty House plots major 
role in energy pipe sector

Automakers posted robust
sales in July as the rollout of
the Good and Services Tax at
the start of the month put an
end to the uncertainty sur-
rounding the new tax re-
gime, spurring dealers to
step up purchases.

Market leader Maruti Su-
zuki posted a 22.4% increase
year-on-year in domestic
sales to more than 1.54 lakh
units, driven by strong de-
mand for utility vehicles, in-
cluding the Gypsy, Ertiga, S-
Cross and Vitara Brezza.
Sales of these vehicles rose
48% to 25,781 units.

Sales in the compact seg-
ment — Swift, Celerio, Dzire,
Baleno and Ignis — rose
25.3% to 63,116 units, while
that of mini-segment cars
(Alto and WagonR) increased
20.7% to 42,310 units. Ciaz
sales climbed 23.5% to 6,377

units last month.
“The July numbers are

pretty good,” said Abdul Ma-
jeed, partner, PwC India.
“With the Good and Services
Tax rolling out from July 1,
the uncertainty surrounding
the new levy is gone, so the
sales from manufacturers to
the dealers has gone up,” Mr.

Majeed said.
Honda Cars too posted a

growth of 22% during the
month, selling 17,085 units
in the domestic market.
“The post-GST price bene-
fits, healthy monsoon and
onset of festive season in
many regions from August
will give another boost to

our sales,” Yoichiro Ueno,
President and CEO, Honda
Cars India said.

The company sold 4,894
units of WR-V, 4,854 units of
City, 2,913 units of Amaze
and 2,971 units of Jazz. 

For Hyundai, growth was
4.4% with sales of 43,007
units. Rakesh Srivastava, dir-
ector, sales and marketing,
said the reduction of prices
on account of GST and a
good monsoon were likely to
increase customer confid-
ence and sentiment towards
vehicle purchases.

Homegrown firm Tata Mo-
tors said its passenger
vehicles sales in the do-
mestic market rose 10% to
14,933 units, on the back of
strong demand for Tata Ti-
ago and Tata Tigor. Mayank
Pareek, the firm’s president,
passenger vehicles business
unit, said growth was helped
by an improvement in cus-

tomer sentiment post-GST.
Tata Motors’ domestic com-
mercial vehicles sales rose
15% to 27,842 units.

‘Monsoon impact’
Ford India said it sold

8,418 vehicles in July, against
7,076 units in the year-earlier
month “despite the adminis-
trative challenges associated
with the introduction of GST
in July.” “Going forward,
while there will be short-
term administrative head-
winds associated with GST
and rising input costs, we be-
lieve a good monsoon, con-
ducive financing rates and
consumer confidence during
the festival season will
provide a good impetus for
the industry,” said Anurag
Mehrotra, president & MD,
Ford India.

Mahindra & Mahindra said
domestic sales increased 13%
to 39,762 units.

Improved sentiment post-GST spurs numbers; market leader Maruti’s domestic sales climb 22.4%
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

On song: July sales in Maruti’s compact segment — Swift,
Celerio, Dzire, Baleno and Ignis — rose 25.3% to 63,116 units.

Maruti drives July’s auto sales surge 

Mukesh Ambani, chairman
of Reliance Industries (RIL),
has pipped Hong Kong’s Li
Ka-Shing to become Asia’s
second-richest person, ac-
cording to the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index. 

Mr. Ambani’s wealth has
jumped 54.8%, or by $12.5
billion, in 2017 to $35.2 bil-
lion as RIL’s market value
has surged 48% this year
buoyed by the introduction
of Reliance Jio’s 4G mobile
services and more recently a
low-cost data-enabled hand-
set. That has catapulted Mr.
Ambani, who owns more
than 40% stake in RIL, to 19
on the global rankings of the
world’s wealthiest, from 29
at the end of 2016.

Investors are betting on
returns from the $30 billion

that Mr. Ambani has inves-
ted in Jio, which has disrup-
ted the mobile telephony
market with its pricing of
data services. 

RIL slid 0.6% on the BSE
on Tuesday to ₹1,603.55,
valuing the company at
more than ₹5.21 lakh crore. 

Jack Ma, promoter of Chi-
na’s e-commerce firm
Alibaba, is Asia’s richest per-
son with $43.7 billion.

Ambani rides Jio to lag
only China’s Ma in Asia

Bests Li Ka-Shing on region’s rich list

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Mukesh Ambani

Manufacturing activity in
July slowed to 47.9, the low-
est level since February
2009, according to the
Nikkei Manufacturing Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index,
due almost entirely to the in-
troduction of the Goods and
Services Tax on July 1.

The reading was signific-
antly lower than the 59.9
seen in June. A score above
50 implies an expansion of
activity while one below 50
denotes a contraction.

‘GST weighs heavily’
“PMI survey data indicated
that the introduction of the
goods & services tax (GST)
weighed heavily on the In-
dian manufacturing industry

in July,” the report said.
“New orders and output de-
creased for the first time
since the demonetisation-re-
lated downturn recorded in
December last year, with
rates of contraction the
steepest since February
2009 in both cases.”

“According to Indian man-

ufacturers, higher tax rates
sparked greater cost burdens
in July,” the report added.
“However, the pace at which
input costs rose was moder-
ate and much weaker than
its long-run average.”

The report also said that
the 12-month outlook for
output remained positive in
July due to companies’ ex-
pectation that greater clarity
on GST would bolster
growth. “The downturn was
broad-based across all sub-
sectors covered by the sur-
vey, with output scaled back
among firms in the con-
sumer, intermediate and in-
vestment goods categories
amid falling order books,”
Pollyanna De Lima, principal
economist, IHS Markit and
the report’s author, said.

Manufacturing PMI at 47.9, records
steepest contraction since Feb. ’09

New orders, output decreased, reversing June’s expansion 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The 12-month outlook for
output remains positive in
July, says the report.
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Canadian smartphone
maker BlackBerry on Tues-
day made a comeback in the
Indian market with the in-
troduction of KEYone Lim-
ited Edition Black with a
price tag of ₹39,990.

The device would be
available on Amazon India
and the sale will begin on
August 8.

“India is an important
market for us,” said Alex
Thurber, senior vice presid-
ent, general manager, Mobil-
ity Solutions at BlackBerry.
“The brand still has a strong
connect. KEYone Limited
Edition Black has been de-
signed for Indian customers
to offer Dual SIM capability,” 

This is the first dual SIM
BlackBerry phone. Also, its
specifications are slightly dif-
ferent from the KEYone

launched globally and which
supports a single SIM.

KEYone Limited Edition
Black will also be made
available in Sri Lanka, Nepal
and Bangladesh.

The Android device
comes with 4.5 inch scratch
resistant display with Corn-
ing Gorilla Glass and is

powered by 4GB RAM and
64GB memory that can be
expanded up to 2TB. It also
comes with a physical key-
board. It sports a 12 MP rear
camera and an 8 MP front
camera.

BlackBerry plans to unveil
a slew of devices across
price points.

Firm’s �rst dual SIM phone will be available on Amazon.in 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Fully loaded: The Android device is powered by a 4GB RAM
and 64GB memory that can be expanded up to 2TB. * AFP

BlackBerry unveils KEYone 

The Centre has put on hold
a plan to amend the law to
enable monetisation of
land assets owned by the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) announced in the
Union Budget 2017-18. 

The Centre had initiated
a proposal for amending
the AAI Act, 1994, for liber-
alising land use at airports
owned by AAI as men-
tioned in the National Civil
Aviation Policy (NCAP)
2016, Minister of State Civil
Aviation Jayant Sinha said
in a written reply in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Tuesday. 

However, the GMR-led
Delhi International Air-
ports Ltd. had challenged
the NCAP provision in
Delhi High Court which de-
clared it as “ultra-vires.”

AAI land
monetisation
plan on hold
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

In some relief to exporters
of the labour-intensive gar-
ments and made-ups, the
government has temporar-
ily retained an important
element of the ₹6,000-
crore package for the in-
dustry in the new Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
regime.

On Tuesday, the govern-
ment announced that as a
transitional arrangement
for the period from July 1,
2017, to September 30,
2017, exporters may claim
the Remission of State
Levies (RoSL) at the rates
prevailing prior to the in-
troduction of GST.

Exporters from the seg-
ment had demanded the
retention of RoSL under
the duty drawback scheme
announced last year as
part of the package for the
garments industry, in the
GST regime.

Levy relief
for garment
exporters
Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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IN BRIEF

Google is courting de-
velopers to build high-qual-
ity products which could
solve problems in India.
These include challenges in
areas such as healthcare,
education, transportation,
financial inclusion and
pollution.

“I live in Delhi, it is the
most polluted city in the
world. Do you know how
many start-ups we have solv-
ing the pollution problem in
Delhi, a city of 25 million
(people)? One start-up,” said
Google’s vice-president for
South-East Asia and India Ra-
jan Anandan, at the com-
pany’s first ever App Excel-
lence Summit in Bengaluru
where it brought together
over 700 Indian app and
games developers. 

He said the reality was
that in a country of 1.3 billion
people, there were billions of
problems to be solved. At the
summit, the company
shared tips and tools to help
developers create quality

apps that are locally
relevant.

“We believe the time is
now for the Indian de-
velopers to build for billion
Indians and build to make
billions in revenue,” said Mr.
Anandan.

‘Made in India’
Mountain View, California-
based Google also an-
nounced its ‘Made in India’
initiative. Indian developers
can apply for a chance to
have apps that are specific-

ally optimised for the Indian
market showcased on the
Google Play Store in India in
a special section.

“Think about the massive
problems that can be ad-
dressed here,” said Purnima
Kochikar, director, Google
Play Apps and Games. She
said these problems in-
cluded cardiac issues, dia-
betes, understanding how to
create employment, and
keeping Indians informed in
their local language to help-
ing people commute safely

from one place to another. 
“This is an invitation for

you to solve for India,” she
said.

Google also said that the
Indian consumer spend on
apps and games was acceler-
ating at a rapid pace, tripling
in just the past year alone. 

It said that there were now
more people using Android
devices in India than in the
U.S. People in India also in-
stall more than a billion apps
every month from Google
Play, according to the firm.

It said these numbers
might seem staggering
already, but the number of
apps installed in India had
grown by 150% each year.
Mr. Anandan said when he
joined Google six years ago,
there were 100 million Inter-
net users and now the total
user base was more than
400 million. 

Smartphone connect
About 300 million of them
are connected to the Inter-
net through smartphones.
He estimated that by the year

2020, the country would
have 650 million Internet
users and more than 500
million of them would con-
nect to the Internet on their
smartphones. “That is an (In-
ternet) user ecosystem that
is the size of China (a few
years ago) which now has
750 million users,” said Mr.
Anandan.

Mr. Anandan pointed out
that these opportunities for
developers and start-ups also
came with a set of chal-
lenges. He said that the
needs of the next 300 mil-
lion Internet users were dif-
ferent —they would be using
affordable smartphones and
would need simpler user in-
terfaces. He said that they
were also not proficient in
English and would be look-
ing to use the Internet in
their own local language. 

Search queries in India in
non-English were 10 times
faster than search queries in
English. Consumption of
non-English content was five
times faster than English
content, he said. 

Google searches for ‘troubleshooters’
Company shares tips for developing locally-relevant apps, o�ers them ‘special section’ on Play Store

Peerzada Abrar

BENGALURU

Bug �x: In a country of 1.3 billion, there are billions of
problems to be solved, says Google’s Rajan Anandan.

BookMyShow, an online en-
tertainment ticketing plat-
form, has announced the ac-
quisition of Nfusion, a
media platform, for an un-
specified amount in an all-
cash deal to foray into audio
entertainment. 

Nfusion was set up in
West Asia in 2009 by Shoaib
G.M. Khan, Sivagurunathan
S. and Prabhakar Reddy as a
high definition video-on-de-
mand platform that allowed
users to stream videos
online.

“We have already estab-
lished our video content

vertical and are now excited
to foray into audio enter-
tainment through our offer-
ing ‘Jukebox’,” said Parikshit
Dar, director, BookMyShow. 

“The Nfusion team has
brought with them immense
experience, innovation cap-
ability as well as expertise in
building and managing scal-
able tech solutions,” he said. 

“With them and our mu-
sic label partners, we look
forward to offering the
widest variety and possibly
the best curated audio con-
tent to our users.” 

Aditya Kuber, associate
VP, Audio Entertainment,
will lead this vertical. 

BookMyShow acquires
media technology �rm 

Nfusion’s tech to drive audio foray 

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI

YouTube, the popular video
sharing website, expects to
more than double its user
base in India in the next
three years, said a top
official.

“Currently, we have a
user base of 400 million in
India,” said Ajay Vidyasagar,
regional director, Google
Asia Pacific. “We expect to
more than double the user
base in two-three years.”

Speaking to the media, he
said: “India is one of the
most exciting markets and it
has extraordinary mo-
mentum. We are trying to
do a whole lot of things in
India before it is done else-
where. We feel that regional
language content will push
growth,” he said.

For YouTube, India is one
of the fastest growing mar-
kets globally and is in the
Top 10 list. It started with
content in English, followed
by Hindi. 

Currently, it has been see-
ing good traction in south-
ern languages, he said.

Mobile viewership
According to him, of the
400 million users, 250 mil-
lion viewed YouTube via a
mobile device, he said:
“Today, 85% of the content
consumed is through mo-
bile. Year-on-year, we have
been seeing a 400% growth

in mobile device users.” In
the coming years, he said he
expected at least “50% of
new users to come from the
rural areas, as it has been
growing [faster] than the
urban market.”

Indicating that content in
the Tamil language has hit a
new high after the roll out of
the ‘Kolaveri’ song, he said
teasers of Rajinikanth’s
‘Kabali’ and ‘Baahubali 4K’
received 34 million views
and 24 million views re-
spectively, which was more
than Hollywood’s ‘Star
Wars: Force Awakens’ at 22
million views.

Mr. Vidyasagar was in
Chennai to host ‘Tamil Day’
and “celebrate the success
of Tamil community of on-
line video content creators.”

Going forward, YouTube
may also look at a subscrip-
tion-based revenue model,
offering features such as ad-
free content, videos playing
in background and ‘save
videos offline’ among oth-
ers, he said. 

Currently, YouTube Red
is available in the U.S,
Korea, Australia, New Zeal-
and and Mexico.

The video service has
also started working with
production houses and pro-
ducers to address the piracy
issue in India. 

Last year, it saved close to
$1 billion for Hollywood
movies, he said.

YouTube aims to
double India users
‘Regional languages to aid in growth’

Widening horizons: At least 50% of new users on YouTube
will come from rural areas, says Ajay Vidyasagar of Google.

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

EIH Ltd., which runs the
Oberoi and the Trident
brand of luxury hotels and
resorts, reported a ₹11.5
crore profit in the first
quarter of 2017-18 compared
with a ₹12.2 crore loss a year
earlier.

The company had attrib-
uted the dented bottom-line
to the closure of its New
Delhi property for renova-
tion. 

The refurbished property,
closed since April 2016, will
re-open in January 2018,
three months ahead of
schedule. The hospitality

group’s revenue from opera-
tions stood at ₹284.5 crore
during the quarter under re-
view, rising marginally from
the ₹273.9 crore operational

revenue reported a year
earlier. 

The first-quarter results
also include ₹18.2 crore of
exceptional item from a
write-off of assets arising out
of the renovation of The
Oberoi, New Delhi.

Decline in share
“The 1965 vintage hotel
needed extensive work to
protect against risk of declin-
ing market share and to en-
sure a future leadership pos-
ition in the national capital,”
EIH Ltd. chairman P.R.S.
Oberoi had said in 2016. 

The hotel had 283 keys at
the time of renovation.

Hotel’s renovation to be completed three months early

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

EIH posts ₹11.5 crore net; Delhi
Oberoi to reopen in Jan. 2018

‘33 lakh taxpayers added
after demonetisation’ 
NEW DELHI

The number of income tax
payers increased by 33 lakh
following demonetisation,
Minister of State for Finance
S.K. Gangwar informed
Parliament on Monday.
However, for the
corresponding period of the
previous year, the increase
was 40 lakh. Between
November 9, 2016, and
March 31, 1.96 crore returns
were �led as compared to
1.63 crore and 1.23 crore
returns in the same periods
of FY16 and FY15, he said.

SEBI approves Dhirendra
Swarup as BSE chairman 
NEW DELHI

Stock exchange BSE on
Tuesday said SEBI had
approved the appointment of
Dhirendra Swarup as the
bourse’s new chairman. He
was a public interest director
at the BSE and replaces
Sudhakar Rao. Mr. Swarup,
former Chairman of the
Pension Funds Regulatory
and Development Authority,
has more than four decades
of experience, including in
�nance and pension
reforms. PTI

PlasmaGen BioSciences
raises $25 million 
BENGALURU

PlasmaGen BioSciences
Private Limited, a Bengaluru-
based biopharmaceutical
�rm, said it had raised $25
million in a funding round led
by Eight Roads Ventures
India, the proprietary
investment arm of Fidelity
International Limited. The
company, which is focused
on blood plasma-derived
products, said that U.S.-
based venture capital �rm
F-Prime Capital Partners and
the founders also
participated in this round. 
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In Ravi Shastri’s roller-
coaster cricketing life, Sri
Lanka has been a significant
signpost. During September
1994, Shastri, while doing
commentary for the Singer
Series tournament in the
Emerald Isle, announced his
retirement from the game
and wrote a note addressed
to ‘Azzu and boys’ (Mo-
hammed Azharuddin’s men)
explaining his reasons and
wishing them the very best.

Nearly 23 years after that
moment when he dived into
sports broadcasting, Shastri
is back in the tear-drop is-
land and another career-
change has been implemen-
ted. He is inside the Indian
dressing room but as the
head coach. His playing days
are a distant memory and
the more recent remem-
brance of him is all about the
boisterous commentator
who loves his ‘tracer bullets’.

A former India captain,
who served the squad as its
team director just a year
back, Shastri steps into the
shoes of Anil Kumble, whose
manner of exit showed the
BCCI and skipper Virat Kohli
in poor light. Shastri spoke
to the media at the Sinhalese
Sports Club on Tuesday and
just as he wound up, it was
time for him to bond with Sri
Lanka’s eternal fan — Percy
Abeysekera. Excerpts

Dressing room dynamics: I
wasn’t there for the last 12
months so I don’t know. But
when I got in, it was pretty
much from where I left. I
didn’t see any change. The
nucleus of the team is pretty
much the same and I know
what to expect from them,
they know what to expect
from me. There is no need of
reinventing the wheel or any-
thing of that sort.

His role: My role is to be in
charge of the entire support
staff and to make sure that
we get the boys in some great
mental space to go out and
express themselves with
nothing else on their minds.
To go out and play a brand of

cricket which India played
over the last three years, that
is positive and fearless. 

At times you need to just
fine-tune the players because
the amount of cricket that’s
being played, they might get
into the odd bad habit
without realising it. That’s
where the experience of hav-
ing played and probably hav-
ing watched helps. You can
pick it up and pass the
message.
A team on a growth curve:
This team has done things
that a lot of Indian teams
couldn’t do. A lot of big
names have played for 20
years and have come to Sri
Lanka and never won a

series but this team did that
(in 2015). This team is used
to doing things, that too
overseas. When you say
overseas (tours) like South
Africa or England, it is a lot
of tough cricket coming up
and I see it as an
opportunity.
Win at Galle: It was like
walking into the dressing
room as I had left it. Nothing
had changed and no special
buttons to press. It was just
that one play button and off
you went. The boys were
fantastic. There are still areas
to improve and we discussed
that. What we want from this
team is consistency.
Captain Kohli: I see a big

difference from when he
captained in his first Test at
Adelaide (2014). I see a differ-
ence in body language and
he has matured. There are
signs that he can be up there
with the very best.
Looking ahead: I am not go-
ing as far ahead as South
Africa. We are 1-0 up. We
want to keep that record in-
tact and treat every game as
a new game where the rules
are the same — you go out to
play your brand of cricket
and win.
Team director to head
coach: I don’t know what it
was like 10 months ago. As
far as I am concerned I just
had to walk in!

‘I know what to expect from them,
they know what to expect from me’
Head coach Shastri says the team is doing very well and Kohli can be up there with the very best

Keep it going: Head coach Ravi Shastri, surveying the Indian team’s practice on Tuesday, says he has found no need 
to reinvent the wheel. * REUTERS

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

COLOMBO

INDIA IN LANKA

Dinesh Chandimal will lead
Sri Lanka in the second Test
against India at the Sin-
halese Sports Club here
from Thursday.

The host skipper had
missed the first Test as he
was recuperating from
pneumonia. 

Gunaratne, Lakmal out

From the squad that did
duty at Galle, the injured
duo of Asela Gunaratne and
Suranga Lakmal was ruled
out and subsequently spin-

ner Lakshan Sandakan and
batsman Lahiru Thirimanne
have been picked. 

The last-named makes a
national comeback after a
year. 
The team (from): 

Dinesh Chandimal (captain),
Angelo Mathews, Upul Thar-
anga, Dimuth Karunaratne,
Niroshan Dickwella (wicket-
keeper), Kusal Mendis,
Dhananjaya de Silva, Danushka
Gunathilaka, Lahiru Kumara,
Vishwa Fernando, Nuwan Pra-
deep, Rangana Herath, Dil-
ruwan Perera, Malinda Push-
pakumara, Lakshan Sandakan
and Lahiru Thirimanne.

Chandimal returns,
to lead Sri Lanka

Adding value: Sri Lanka will be bolstered by the presence 
of Dinesh Chandimal. * AFP

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

H.S. Prannoy and P.
Kashyap made the second
round but it was curtains
for Ajay Jayaram in the
New Zealand Grand Prix
Gold here on Tuesday.
The results: 
Men: First round: H.S. Pran-
noy bt Shesar Hiren
Rhustavito (Ina) 21-14, 21-16;
P. Kashyap bt Dionysius
Hayom Rumbaka (Ina) 21-5,
21-10; Sourabh Verma bt
Nathan Tang (Aus) 21-17, 21-
15; Siril Verma bt Riyanto Sub-
agja (Ina) 21-13, 21-12.

Pratul Joshi bt Daxxon
Vong (NZ) 21-10, 21-13; Neeraj
Vashist bt Androw Yunanto
(Ina) 21-8, 21-9.

Sahil Sipani bt Joshua Feng
(NZ) 21-10, 21-10; Chia Hung
Lu (Tpe) bt Ajay Jayaram 21-
19, 21-13; Giap Chin Goh (Mas)
bt Sachin Rawat 21-12, 21-8. 

Lee Cheuk Yiu (HK) bt
Siddharath Thakur 23-21, 21
-14; Vicky Angga (Ina) bt Arun
Kumar Ashok Kumar 21-16,
21-12.

Prannoy and
Kashyap 
advance
Press Trust of India

AUCKLAND

Steven Finn has been re-
tained in a 13-man England
squad for the fourth Test
against South Africa after
Mark Wood was ruled out.
The squad: Alastair Cook,
Keaton Jennings, Tom West-
ley, Joe Root (capt), Dawid
Malan, Ben Stokes, Jonny
Bairstow, Moeen Ali, Stuart
Broad, Toby Roland-Jones,
James Anderson, Steven Finn
and Liam Dawson.

Finn remains
in squad
Agence France-Presse

London

India trained at the Sin-
halese Sports Club on Tues-
day as part of its prepara-
tions for the second Test
commencing on Thursday.
And for the visiting camp,
there was the heartening
sight of K.L. Rahul batting in
the nets. The opener, who
missed the first Test at Galle
due to a viral fever, had his
stints against pace, spin and
throw-downs.

Asked about Rahul’s

match-fitness, head coach
Ravi Shastri said: “He is
good. He went through
some tough times, he was in
the hospital for two to three
days. Obviously it has taken
a lot out of him. So we have
to be very careful how we
treat him, we are watching
him very closely and he is
getting better by the day.”

In Rahul’s absence, open-
ers Shikhar Dhawan (190)
and Abhinav Mukund (81)
had decent outings at the
crease in Galle.

Rahul bats in nets

Back in action: K.L. Rahul (left), recovering from an illness,
trains on Tuesday. * REUTERS

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

The Supreme Court’s novel approach
has given the Board of Control for
Cricket in India a lifeline. By suggest-
ing a dilution of its original judge-
ment despite both review and curat-
ive petitions having been dismissed,
it is possible that the Supreme Court
is looking at the big picture. Equally
possible is that it is not. It is this con-
fusion that the BCCI hopes to take ad-
vantage of.

Despite the court-appointed Com-
mittee of Administrators keeping an
eye on the BCCI, it ignored the funda-
mental changes recommended by
the Supreme Court, and displayed a
cavalier attitude towards deadlines.
It killed the hope that any change
could come from within, making it
clear that nothing would move
without the direct intervention of the
Supreme Court itself.

In January, when the Supreme
Court removed Anurag Thakur as the
BCCI president, he was reported as
saying, “If Supreme Court judges feel
that BCCI could do better under re-
tired judges, I wish them all the best.

I am sure Indian cricket will do well
under their guidance…”

The sarcasm might have balanced
on the verge of contempt, but there
was a deeper message. Only the
BCCI, he was saying, can run the
BCCI. And now the Supreme Court
seems to be agreeing. If you find
some of our rulings difficult to com-
ply with, it has told the BCCI, have no
fear; go ahead and do what you can,
we’ll see about the rest. I am para-
phrasing, of course, but that is in es-
sence what the Supreme Court has
said.

After years of strictures and re-
bukes from the highest court in the
land, that must have appeared like
the light at the end of the tunnel. And
with the practised air of bandicoots
who know how, the BCCI can make
its way through.

Justice (Retd) R.M. Lodha, who
headed the reforms committee and
whose recommendations were ac-
cepted by the Supreme Court is
“baffled”, as he told this newspaper,
by the recalcitrant attitude of the
BCCI. Yet, given that the BCCI sees an
opportunity to return to its bad old
ways thanks to the kindness and un-
derstanding of the Supreme Court,
its attitude is not surprising at all. It is
as if it believes that all good judge-
ments come to those who wait.

It’s not a done deed, of course.
The Supreme Court has only made a
suggestion. At the next hearing on

August 18, the Supreme Court might
decide that the BCCI has been given
enough time and opportunity to fall
in line, and even initiate talk of con-
tempt of court. Many have suggested
that sending a couple of BCCI offi-
cials to jail would send out a strong
message. But that is some days
hence, and we are getting ahead of
ourselves.

“It is a small group of men whose
existence in cricket administration is
threatened if the reforms are put in
place,” Justice Lodha has said, and
that is indeed true. The BCCI, which
failed to convince the Supreme Court
over the many months and years it
argued for dropping his recommend-
ations such as the cooling off period,
the age bar of 70, the ban on govern-
ment officials taking up posts, the
strength of the selection committee
and the one-State-one-vote rule, has
been given new hope. The above-70s
have begun to smile again, and those
who have been manoeuvring from
behind the scenes are beginning to
feel vindicated.

If the BCCI is allowed to go back to
doing what it has always done, then
years of hard work and well-planned
reforms, enormous amounts of
money spent on getting things done,
the attempts at putting systems in
place would have all been wasted.
Besides, the BCCI, now convinced
that no body on earth can touch it
will emerge as a super entity, beyond

discussion, beyond criticism, per-
haps even beyond law.

The multiplier effect it will have
on other sports bodies, even other
entities who see the advantages of ig-
noring the Supreme Court’s rulings
will be difficult to control. It will also
justify the BCCI’s stonewalling tactics
and decision to carry on as if the Su-
preme Court did not exist. 

It cost them two presidents, but
that might be dismissed as a minor
hiccup before friends and rivals get
together again to run the BCCI. It
would be a strange situation for the
sport to find itself in after it was
brought to the edge of a much-
needed clean up.

Last year, a bench comprising
Chief Justice T.S. Thakur and Justice
F.M.I. Kalifulla said, “The inherent
constitution of BCCI is such that it is
highly incapable of achieving the val-
ues of transparency, objectivity and
accountability without changing its
structure.”

The Lodha Committee’s recom-
mendations provided just such a
change to the structure. The BCCI’s
attempt at diluting them now is guar-
anteed to push sports administration
in the country back to the dark ages
when those in power saw themselves
as permanent, all-powerful gods
whose every word was law. And
when transparency and accountabil-
ity were merely words in the
dictionary.

A confusion the BCCI can take advantage of
The above-70s are happy and those manoeuvring from behind are beginning to feel vindicated

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Tuesday decided to revert to
the home-and-away format
after conducting Ranji
Trophy league matches at
neutral venues for only one
season (2016-17).

Addressing mediapersons
following the Technical
Committee meeting here,
BCCI acting-secretary Amit-
abh Choudhary said, “All
league matches (of the Ranji
Trophy) will be home-and-
away. The knock-out
matches will continue to be
held in neutral venues.”

The same format will also
be applied for junior cricket.

Technical Committee
chairman Sourav Ganguly
said, “We have made the
format home-and-away be-
cause of logistical reasons.
even the players and cap-
tains wanted this; associ-
ations also want to see their
teams play at the home
venue.”

The panel decided to
change the groupings of the
Ranji Trophy, starting Octo-
ber 6, for an even distribu-
tion of teams. 

“Because of the addition
of Chhattisgarh last year, the
total number of teams in the
Ranji Trophy became 28 (di-
vided into two groups of
nine teams each and one
comprising 10). These teams
will be split into four differ-
ent groups with top two

qualifying for the quarterfi-
nals,” said Choudhary.

The Tour Fixture Commit-
tee decided the venues for
series of the three teams —
Australia, New Zealand and
Sri Lanka — which will tour
India between September
and December.

Australia will arrive in
September for a five-match
ODI series to be held in
Chennai, Bengaluru, Nag-
pur, Indore and Kolkata. It
will also play three T20 In-
ternationals in Hyderabad,
Ranchi and Guwahati. New
Zealand will play three ODIs
at Pune, Mumbai and Kan-
pur and as many T20Is in
Delhi, Cuttack and Rajkot.

Sri Lanka will play a full
series of three Tests (Kolk-
ata, Nagpur and Delhi),
three ODIs (Dharamashala,
Mohali and Visakhapatnam)
and three T20Is (Kochi/
Trivandrum [because
Trivandrum has a new sta-
dium], Indore and Mumbai).

“Dates of the matches
have deliberately not been

frozen because of the logist-
ics factor (including fest-
ivals),” said Choudhary.

Ganguly, meanwhile, said
that the Kolkata ODI would
be held on September 21
(around Durga Puja) and the
first Test against Sri Lanka at
the Eden Gardens would
start on November 16.

Asked why the Sri Lanka
tour, which was expected
early next year, has been ad-
vanced, Choudhary said,
“Sri Lanka is organising an
Independence Cup. That
will be shortly after India’s
return from South Africa. Sri
Lanka has always co-oper-
ated with India and there-
fore India will make a recip-
rocal short tour for the
Independence Cup.

“There is another reason.
Since the six proposed ex-
change tours between India
and Pakistan did not hap-
pen, those spaces had to be
adjusted.”
Venues for international series
(September to December): 

India vs Australia: Five ODIs at
Chennai, Bengaluru, Nagpur,
Indore and Kolkata; Three
T20Is at Hyderabad, Ranchi and
Guwahati.

India vs NZ: Three ODIs at
Pune, Mumbai and Kanpur;
Three T20Is at Delhi, Cuttack
and Rajkot.

India vs SL: Three Tests at Kolk-
ata, Nagpur and Delhi; Three
ODIs at Dharamshala, Mohali
and Visakhapatnam; Three
T20Is at Kochi or Thiruvanant-
puram, Indore and Mumbai. 

Committee decides venues for three international series 
Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Ranji Trophy back to 
home-and-away format

<> Format reverted

because of

logistical reasons.

Even the players

and captains

wanted this;

associations also

want to see their

teams play at the

home venue

Sourav Ganguly 

Technical Committee chairman 

S. Chikkarangappa has fine
memories of the TAKE Solu-
tions Masters. He won the
previous two editions of the
event, back when it was on
the Asian Development
Tour: and both in dramatic
fashion. In 2014, he clawed
his way back from a six-shot
deficit on the final day; a
year later he prevailed over
Shubhankar Sharma in a
tense play-off. Both results
triggered euphoric scenes at
the Eagleton course, where
the Bengaluru golfer was
borne by boisterous caddies
on their shoulders.

Chikkarangappa has his
eyes firmly set on a hat-trick
when the TAKE Solutions
Masters — now an Asian
Tour event — begins at the
KGA course here on
Thursday. He is prepared to
deal with the weight of ex-
pectation that comes with
being the home favourite. 

“When I won this the last
two times, there were al-
ways expectations from
people,” he said after a prac-
tice round here. 

“These are people who
have always followed me
and cheered for me. There
is always pressure from the
home crowd.

This season has been far
from ideal for
Chikkarangappa, who has
made only three cuts in nine
starts on the Asian Tour.
“It’s grass; sometimes you
do well and sometimes you
are suddenly in bad form,”

he said. “I have had a good
one-month break and sor-
ted out a lot of things men-
tally and physically. I’ve
spent quality time with my
coach (Vijay Divecha).”

The 23-year-old has
worked on his game, mak-
ing what he calls “huge”
changes. “Putting, which
was my strength since the
day I started golf, has been a
little off for quite some
time,” he said. 

“I have completely
changed the way I putt. For
me to be on the next level, I
had to do it, to adapt to
greens overseas. They’re
much faster compared to In-
dian greens. This is going to
be the first week where I
will try it out.” 

Chikkarangappa elabor-
ated: “I’ve just changed the
way I grip the putter. It’s a
huge change and it’s been a
really tough task for me.”

Victory on Sunday will be
a giant step towards reviving
a troubled campaign.
“Every player would love to
win an Asian Tour event at
home,” he said. 

Chikkarangappa
ready for battle with
remodelled game
Home favourite targets hat-trick
Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

S. Chikkarangappa.
* FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

Skipper Manish Pandey
continued his good form as
India-A beat Afghanistan-A
by 113 runs for its second
victory in the tri-nation
one-day series on Tuesday.

India-A piled up 322 for
five riding on half-centur-
ies from Pandey (86 off 87
balls) and Rishab Pant (60
off 59 balls). Krunal Pandya
played a cameo, smashing
48 off 27 balls to make a
significant contribution.

Pandey blasted nine
boundaries and a six, while
Pant hit five fours and a six
in his innings. Krunal’s in-
nings was studded with
seven fours and a six.

India-A then restricted
Afghanistan-A to 209 for
nine in 50 overs. 

The scores: India-A 322 for
five in 50 overs (Shreyas Iyer
44, Rishabh Pant 60, Manish
Pandey 86 n.o., Deepak
Hooda 32, Krunal Pandya 48)
bt Afghanistan-A 209 for nine
in 50 overs (Najibullah Zadran
62, Mohammed Siraj three for
32).

India-A has it
easy against
Afghanistan-A
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pretoria 
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12074 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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An Acharya often goes to meet worthy sishyas to impart jn-
ana to them, said Kidambi Narayanan in a discourse. When
Ramanujacharya went to Tirupati, Peria Tirumalai Nambi
welcomed him and taught him the meaning of the Ramay-
ana eighteen times. Tiurmalai Nambi had duties in the Tiru-
mala temple. He had to fetch water from the Akasa Ganga.
Everyday, he would finish this duty and then come down
the hill to teach Ramanuja. 

Parasara Bhattar used to give discourses in the Srirangam
temple. One day, a man who had regularly attended his dis-
courses did not turn up. Bhattar noticed his absence and
went to the man’s house and knocked on his door. The man
finding Bhattar there said that he had no intention of attend-
ing discourses any more . His interest in listening to dis-
courses had faded. But Bhattar said that the man might give
up Bhattar, but he (Bhattar) would never give up his sishya. 

Thus a good Acharya does not give up even on a disinter-
ested sishya, but continues to teach him. An Acharya is like
a mother, who will not let a fussy child go hungry, but will
coax it to eat. 

An Acharya has a keen eye and can always detect who is
likely to be a good recipient of spiritual knowledge. And
when an Acharya spots such a person, he gladly teaches
him. 

When Alavandar saw Ramanuja in the Kanchi temple, he
knew Ramanuja would carry forward the Visishtadvaita tra-
dition. When Alavandar saw Ramanuja in the temple, he re-
marked: “Aam, mudalvan” (he is a born leader). 

Ramanuja wanted a scholar called Vedanti to become his
disciple. Since Ramanuja was too old to travel to Karnataka
to fetch Vedanti, Parasara Bhattar undertook that task. 

Thus Acharyas go to great lengths to find dedicated sis-
hyas and teach them what is contained in spiritual texts.

FAITH

Traits of an Acharya3 Period of time in recital

belonging to us (3)

4 No cell? Tap heel rhythmically

for a way to communicate

(9,4)

6 Greeting at the breakfast table

(4,7)

7 Facial bone of a model in a

part of South Africa replaced

by the chief surgeon (5)

8 Bona �de openers in the Aussie

cricket team under attacking

Lindwall (6)

10 Permits agenda correction and

criticism (13)

13 Boisterous equine play? (5,6)

16 Worker with the French

revolutionary sneaks into a

military takeover to supply

fruit (9)

18 Withdraw the patch (6)

19 Dutch spirit and resistance

gets rid of �ve groups of

closely related species (6)

21 Mediterranean island's leader

moving away in an aloof

manner (5)

25 Inside the chateau, Zidane

�nds an Israeli �rearm (3)

12 H.Sam's bad accident? (5-2)

14 Resolved anomalies before

leaving the northeast part of

15 Ac. (7)

15 Anchor, off-air, is all at sea in

the peninsula (4,2,6)

17 Emphatic declaration by the

aviators seen out of context

(12)

20 Anger over upsetting drawing

featuring an Oriental in a part

of 15 Ac. (7)

22 Mark's letter placed in front of

the tomb (7)

23 Article on the reported merits

of a farewell remark (5)

24 Fruit sugar and meat sent back

with an insect got pulled in

front for all to see (9)

26 Hydration arrangement's not

to be avoided in this capital

(6)

27 Greek character employs one

sheltered by a Native

American tribe in a part of 15

Ac. (8)

■ DOWN

1 Sharp and stylish Yankee under

pressure to get rid of the

uniform (6)

2 Casts a doubt on the

overturned cargo truck

carrying fruit (9)

(set by Neyartha)

■ ACROSS

1 Sail abroad to get entertained

by a princess in a part of 15

Ac. (8)

5 Letters from a thug and an

officer in the country (6)

9 Over-embellished disguise of

plump deer (9)

11 Start an assault (5)
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David Rudisha out of
World Championships
LONDON

World 800m record holder

and Olympic champion David

Rudisha has pulled out of the

forthcoming World athletics

championships with a quad

muscle strain, the Kenyan

tweeted with a picture on

Twitter on Monday. “It’s sad

and disappointing to

announce my no show in the

forthcoming #london2017

WC due to a quad muscle

strain,” said Rudisha, who was

the defending champion.
AGENCIES 

IN BRIEF

Kaustav Chatterjee
upsets Sriram Jha
KOLKATA: 

Fourteen-year-old Kaustav

Chatterjee upset former

National rapid champion, GM

Sriram Jha, in the third round

of the National rapid chess

championship at the

Bhawanipore Education

Society here on Tuesday. His

namesake Kaustuv Kundu

split point with top seed

Grandmaster R.R. Laxman.

After three rounds, 18

players are leading with three

points apiece.

IAAF upholds 
Russia ban 
LONDON

Russia remains banned from

international track and field

competition after the IAAF

ruled on Monday that it had

not made sufficient progress

in its anti-doping fight to

merit reinstatement.

However, a number of

Russian athletes have been

granted permission to

compete as neutrals after

meeting the exceptional

eligibility criteria. IAAF

president Sebastian Coe

confirmed that 19 Russian

athletes were in London to

compete at the worlds. AFP 

Pole vaulter sues after
pothole injury 
ATHENS

Greek pole vaulter

Konstadinos Filippidis is suing

the owners of the Athens

Olympic Stadium for

€530,000 after a pothole

left him injured during a

practice session, his lawyer

reported Monday. The 30-

year-old gold medal winner

in the 2014 World Indoor

Championships injured his

left knee during a training

session in June and is asking

compensation through a

lawsuit. AFP

Overwhelmed on being con-
ferred ‘Bharat Gaurav’ hon-
our by East Bengal, hockey
legend Dhanraj Pillay said he
learnt how to nurture killer
instinct from one of the
iconic players, Bhaichung
Bhutia, of the city-based
club.

Speaking at East Bengal’s
Foundation Day celebrations
here on Tuesday, Pillay said,
“I learnt killer instinct from
Bhutia. When we used to
play for different leagues, I
saw Bhutia and learnt a lot.”

Pillay thanked East Bengal
for its gesture. “It is a big
thing that a football club has
chosen a hockey player for
such an honour. The club
has always set the bench-
mark by providing best of fa-
cilities to its players.”

Well known football
player-turned-coach Subhas
Bhowmick, who received
the lifetime achievement

award, said he looked for-
ward to this honour. “I have
not got the Arjuna Award,
but don’t have any regrets.
But I always felt bad that
East Bengal had not chosen
me for any award. Now, the

regret is no more,” said
Bhowmick.
Prominent awardees:

Hockey: Dhanraj Pillay;
Football: Syed Nayeemuddin;
Subhas Bhowmik; Gurwinder
Singh (player of the year).

Learnt killer instinct from 
Bhutia, says Dhanraj Pillay

Rewarding a legend: Dhanraj Pillay receiving the Bharat
Gaurav Award from the Sports Minister of West Bengal 
Aroop Biswas. * DEBASISH BHADURI

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Harikrishna moves to
joint first place
BIEL 

P. Harikrishna shared the top

spot with 4.5 points, along

with overnight leader Etienne

Bacrot and Hou Yifan, after a

24-move draw against Czech

Grand Master David Navara in

the seventh round of the

50th Biel Chess Festival here

on Monday. PTI 

Punjab National Bank (PNB),
riding on Gurjinder Singh’s
hat-trick, continued its win-
ning streak with a 5-2 drub-
bing of ONGC in a Pool ‘B’
match of the 91st MCC-Mur-
ugappa Gold Cup All-India
hockey tournament here on
Tuesday.

Earlier, Hockey Odisha
rounded off its engagements
with a 3-2 win over Central
Secretariat in another Pool
‘B’ tie; but its chances of
qualifying for the knock-out
(read semifinals) is as good
as over.

While PNB has nine points
from three games, with a
match remaining against a
misfiring Army XI, ONGC has
six points from three, with a
match against a lightweight
Central Secretariat. Virtually,
PNB and ONGC have made it
to the last four.

Better strategy
In a match that looked pretty
much equal on paper, PNB

proved to a cut above ONGC
in terms of strategy and exe-
cution. Its forwards were
alive to the chances that
came their way and the de-
fence played a solid role in
intercepting much of ONGC’s
crosses from both flanks.

PNB showed its intent
early with two well-struck
goals in the first half. One
was a perfectly hit penalty
corner by Gagandeep Singh
that sounded the boards,
and the other was a brilliant
shot by Gurjinder Singh. His
diagonal backhander, ex-
ecuted with power and pre-
cision, hit the top of the roof.

PNB continued to attack
with the same vigour. So did
ONGC but a couple of shots
from its forwards sailed
wide. Diwakar Ram, who has
done well so far for his team
in corners, failed to strike in
the team’s first corner. PNB
increased its lead as
Gurjinder threw himself to
deflect home a cross from
the left. The moment ONGC
unsuccessfully completed its

second corner, PNB un-
leashed a quick counter-at-
tack resulting in the fourth
goal by Gagandeep Singh.

Pulling back

To its credit, ONGC never
gave up, pushing hard from
both flanks. It did pay di-
vidends as it gained two
corners in two minutes.
They were converted by
Mithilesh and Diwakar re-
spectively. ONGC gained an-
other corner immediately
but goalkeeper Jasbir Singh
came up with a good save,
using his hand to put away
an aerial shot. 

Gurjinder duly completed
his hat-trick at the hooter by
tapping in a fierce cross by
Gagandeep Singh.

The results: Pool ‘B’: PNB 5
(Gagandeep Singh 12, Gurjinder
Singh 17, 25 & 70, Gagandeep
Singh 35) bt ONGC 2 (Mithilesh
54, Diwakar Ram 56); Hockey
Odisha 3 (Sanjay Xalxo 10, Sud-
hir Kujur 22 & 32) bt Central
Secretariat 2 (Shanmugam 25,
S. Sivamani 67).

No stopping PNB
Gurjinder Singh helps himself to a hat-trick 

K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI 

Hat-trick hero: Gurjinder Singh, who slotted in three goals, celebrates Punjab National Bank’s
third and his second strike against ONGC. * M. VEDHAN

The first preliminary audit
observation by G.S. Mathur
& Co. has revealed large-
scale misappropriation of
funds by officials of the
Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA). 

The Chartered Account-
ants were asked to conduct
forensic audit by DDCA Ad-
ministrator Justice
Vikramajit Sen following
complaints of corruption at
DDCA.

In a scathing report,
available with The Hindu,
the auditors have pointed
out various cases of illegal
transactions which only
confirm the allegations the
DDCA has been facing for a
long time. 

The auditors have poin-
ted a payment of over ₹1
crore by the DDCA to its
standing counsel for various
cases from 2010 onwards.

Unauthorised payment
Former DDCA president S.P.
Bansal has been charged
with unauthorised payment

to some employees. The re-
port claimed, “Undue fa-
vour to executives by way of
payment of ex-gratia of
₹25.25 lakh although there
was no policy on payment
of ex-gratia to its employ-
ees. 

The payment was sanc-
tioned by Bansal, the then
president of the company
on the request of benefi-
ciary employees.”

“Payment of ₹7.70 lakh
on the same work to two
vendors which was already
executed by another
vendor” is a shocking revel-
ation long with “Purchase
of match tickets of ₹15 lakh
for issue as complimentary
to government officials.”

Irregularities 
The auditors also pointed
out a lot of irregularities in
respect of complimentary
tickets given by GMR Sports
Pvt. Ltd. and additional
paid tickets purchased by
DDCA from GMR as per the
agreement between the as-
sociation and GMR for IPL
matches (2013 and 2014).”

Bansal has been charged
with purchasing additional
tickets on credit to DDCA
amounting to ₹93,86,250
against which GMR has
claimed ₹73,33,300 after
giving discount. 

The reports says that
Bansal has provided ac-
counts of tickets so pur-
chased. 

“No reconciliation state-
ment/account of ticket dis-
tribution of complimentary
and paid tickets has been
made out by DDCA,” the
auditors have pointed out. 

The difference of amount
(₹34,65,860) of tickets as
claimed by GMR and the
entry passed by DDCA have
not been explained.

“Unauthorised loan”
The auditors have dis-
covered that “unauthorised
loan” was made to “Private
Parties to the tune of
₹155.50 lakh in the name of
three private limited com-
panies (Maple Infrareality
Pvt. Ltd. (49.90 lakh), Shri
Ram Tradecom Pvt. Ltd.
(53.50 lakh) and Vidhan In-

frastructure Pvt. Ltd. (52.10
lakh).”

According to the audit-
ors, “Double payment to
two financial consultancy
companies was made. By
appointing these two com-
panies instead of B. Mathur
Consultants Pvt. Ltd. the
DDCA has violated the dir-
ections of its Executive
Committee.”

The audit report also re-
veals that “award of works
contract and for manpower
assistance without tender,
work order, approvals and
agreements has meant that
ensuring the actual execu-
tion of work and genuine-
ness of the payment re-
leased to the vendors is
unascertainable and the
possibility of fraudulent
payment is not beyond
doubt.”

Irregular payment of con-
veyance charges and non-
compliance of Income Tax
provisions relating to Tax
Deducted at Source are
some of the other points
highlighted by the auditors.

Audit report slams DDCA
Large-scale misappropriation of funds by o�cials revealed

Vijay Lokapally

NEW DELHI 

In its attempt to further fa-
miliarise the shooting fra-
ternity on the mixed team
events in air rifle, air pistol
and trap events, the Interna-
tional Shooting Sport Feder-
ation (ISSF), in collaboration
with the organising commit-
tee, will host the mixed team
events during the World Cup
Finals to be staged at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range in
October.

The mixed team events
were held in two of the
World Cups, including the
first of the season in Delhi,

and will also be held in the
World Shotgun Champion-
ship in Moscow in
September.

It may be noted that the
Indian pistol team of Heena
Sidhu and Jitu Rai had won
the gold medals in the two
World Cups.

Four best teams
The four best air rifle and air
pistol teams from each of the
two World Cups will be in-
vited for the World Cup Fi-
nals in Delhi. 

The two best trap teams
out of each of the three shot-
gun World Cups, along with

the three medallists of the
World Shotgun champion-
ship, will also be invited, for
the trap mixed event in the
World Cup Finals.

In its statement, the ISSF
said that it was a “good-will
act”, aimed towards maxim-
ising media exposure, foster
international recognition
and offer testing opportunity
for the new events, that will
be part of the regular pro-
gramme from next year, in
the run-up to their entry in
the Tokyo Olympics in 2020.

The ISSSF Administrative
Council is expected to ratify
the provisional regulations

of the mixed events later this
year.

The president of the ISSF,
Olegario Vazquez Rana said
that the introduction of the
mixed events was a mile-
stone in the history of the
federation.

“The mixed gender team
event represent a funda-
mental step forward for
shooting. 

“They represent that we
are an inclusive sport with
strong grassroots, bound by
long-standing traditions, but
evolving in line with the
Olympic principles”, said
the ISSF president.

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Mixed Team events in shooting WC Finals

Dominic Thiem, the
highest-ranked men’s ten-
nis player without a Grand
Slam title, begins his push
to the US Open this week
knowing the gap to the
game’s big four remains
large.

The 23-year-old Aus-
trian, ranked a career-high
seventh, and 20-year-old
German Alexander Zverev,
who reached a career-best
eighth on Monday, are the
top-ranked men’s players
at the ATP and WTA Citi
Open.

“We still have to win a
lot of matches to deserve to
be called the next big
things in tennis. It’s nice to
hear that but I think it’s still
a pretty long ways for both
of us.” 

“They are really special.
It’s very unusual you have
four players like this in one
generation,” Thiem said. 

‘Big four’ still
a long way
o�: Thiem
Agence France-Presse

Washington

Olympian Sanjeev Rajput
beat qualification topper
Satyendra Singh by 7.6
points in the men’s rifle 3-
position event in the 17th Ku-
mar Surendra Singh shoot-
ing championship which
concluded at the Dr. Karni
Singh Range, Tughlakabad,
on Tuesday.

It was a commendable
performance by Sanjeev as

he sustained the big lead,
built over 30 shots during
the kneeling and prone
stage, in the standing
position.

Satyendra Singh had
topped qualification with
1166, while Olympian Chain
Singh (1164) pipped Parul
Kumar by 0.5 point for the
bronze. Swapnil Kusale,
Kapil Rana, Surendra Singh
Rathod and Imran Hasan
Khan finished fifth to eighth

respectively.

Two sets of national selec-
tion trials will be held from
Wednesday in rifle and pis-
tol events.

The results: Men: 50m rifle 3-
position: 1. Sanjeev Rajput
461.0 (1161); 2. Satyendra
Singh 453.4 (1166); 3. Chain
Singh 442.5 (1164).

Juniors: 1. Nishant Dalal 449.8
(1143); 2. Akash Patidar 447.5
(1125); 3. Syed Araib Parvez
438.2 (1125).

Sanjeev Rajput on the mark
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Hat-trick by 
Prabhjot Singh

A hat-trick by Prahjot Singh
saw newly-promoted Indian
Air Force registered a fluent
3-0 victory over Sudeva-
Moonlight SC, for its second
win in as many games, in a
Group A preliminary league
match of the DSA Senior
Division Championship at
the Ambedkar Stadium.
In another match, Delhi FC
managed a 3-1 victory

against Simla Youngs.
The results: Delhi FC 3 (Ripu 2,
Kamson) bt Simla Youngs 1
(Chiboy); IAF 3 (Prabhjot Singh
3) bt Sudeva-Moonlight FC 0.

Maimaitiali up for 
the challenge

Chinese Zulpikar Maimaitiali
has responded to Vijender
Singh's comments ahead of
their fight on Saturday. “I
will show Vijender what
Chinese are capable of. We
have shown India time and

again, it's time Vijender too
learns his lesson.

“ I am fully prepared for this
fight as I am eying my
second pro-career belt. 

“He thinks I am a kid, I will
show what this kid is made
of. I will take back his belt
along with mine,” the
Chinese said. 

Vijender had quipped that
he would try and end the
bout early as “Chinese
products don't last long”.
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Gujarat Fortunegiants star-
ted its campaign in the fifth
season of the ProKabaddi
League in style, notching up
a 26-20 win over Dabang
Delhi at the Gachibowli In-
door Stadium here on Tues-
day night.

In the later match, UP Yo-
ddha ran out a 31-18 winner
over Telugu Titans.

Gujarat was led from the
front by star raider, captain
Sukesh Hegde. He combined
his vast experience and skills
to repeatedly test the rival
defence, which was never
really equal to the task. 

Interestingly, he was cap-
taining a side for the first
time, and had said he was
not sure how to handle the
job at the start before gain-
ing in confidence.

To the dismay of the Delhi

outfit, Sukesh earned a
touch point on the stroke of
half-time, which also saw his
team earn an all-out to swell
its lead to 15-4.

But, what was decisive
was not the performance of
the raiders Sukesh, Sachin
and all-rounder Rakesh Nar-
wal who was outstanding; it
was, in fact, the defence,
with Iranians Fazel Atrachali
and Abozar Mohajermigh-
ani, and Narwal which en-
sured that Dabang never
really gained the upper-
hand right through the
match.

That Delhi captain Meraj
Sheykh and his Iranian
teammate Abolfazl Maghs-
odlou were not given any
liberty during their raids is
also a testimony to the effic-
acy of the Gujarat defence.

Sheykh, in fact, had to be
substituted in the second

session, after which Dabang
looked a better side, scoring
15 points — including an all-
out — in this phase, with R.
Sriram scoring five raid
points.

But, it had conceded too
much in the first half; Gu-
jarat eventually wrapped up
the match easily.

Dabang Delhi now has
one win and one loss from
its two matches.
The results: Gujarat Fortunegi-
ants bt Delhi Dabang 26-20. 

UP Yoddha bt Telugu Titans
31-18.

Fortunegiants coast
to an easy victory
Yoddha trounces Titans in second PKL match of the day

Tight squeeze: Sunil Kumar wriggles out of the clutches of the Dabang defence to score for
Fortunegiants. * NAGARA GOPAL

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

HYDERABAD

Much against the pattern of
results on view in all sec-
tions, the mighty ladies from
Petroleum escaped serious
embarrassment with a 3-1
victory over Indian Audit
and Accounts Department
for a place in the quarterfi-
nals of the LPS Bossard all-
India inter-institutional table
tennis championship here
on Tuesday.

None expected Petroleum
to be on the backfoot at any
stage but Swetha Kumaravel
had other ideas. She proved
stronger against favourite
Archana Kamath following
an 11-5, 11-8, 7-11, 5-11, 12-10
thriller.

Manika Batra brought Pet-
roleum on level terms with
an expected victory over
Pooja Sharma. But soon, Pet-
roleum was worried. Former

National champion Poulomi
Ghatak was taken the dis-
tance by Sanya Sehgal, who
held three match-points in
the final game. But the gritty
Poulomi survived 11-9, 7-11,
11-3, 8-11, 15-13 to put Petro-
leum ahead.

Manika returned to stop a
determined Swetha 11-5, 12-
10, 11-9 and complete a hard-
earned 3-1 triumph for
Petroleum.

Among the men, one-
sided matches proved the or-

der of the day. After receiv-
ing byes in the pre-quarterfi-
nals, Petroleum, Reserve
Bank of India, Railways and
Airport Authority of India
were expected to reach the
semifinals.

Meanwhile, the top-half of
the men’s singles draw
raised the prospects of a
series of tough matches in-
volving top seeded National
champion Sharath Kamal
and three former National
champions — A. Amalraj,
Soumyajit Ghosh and Sanil
Shetty — apart from Harmeet
Desai.

Sharath could play
Amalraj in the pre-quarters,
with the winner taking
either Ghosh or Sarthak
Gandhi. The second quarter
of the draw could see a clash
between Shetty and Raj
Mondal. The winner faces
either Jignesh Jaiswal or De-
sai. That leaves second seed

G. Sathiyan a far easier pas-
sage from the bottom half.

Among the ladies, Na-
tional champion Madhurika
Patkar is drawn to play
Archana Kamath in the
quarterfinals while Poulomi
Ghatak is slated to meet
fourth seed Sreeja Akula.
The bottom half of the draw
has second seed Sutirtha
Mukherjee facing the pro-
spect of meeting Takema
Sarkar for a semifinal-berth.
Likewise, third seed Pooja
Sahasrabudhe could run into
Manika Batra in the quarters.

Top-8 seeds: Men: 1. Sharath
Kamal, 2. G. Sathiyan, 3. Arjun
Ghosh, 4. Harmeet Desai, 5. Raj
Mondal, 6. Sougata Sarkar, 7.
Jignesh Jaiswal, 8. Soumyajit
Ghosh. Women: 1. Madhurika
Patkar, 2. Sutirtha Mukherjee, 3.
Pooja Sahasrabudhe, 4. Sreeja
Akula, 5. Poulomi Ghatak, 6.
Manika Batra, 7. Takema Sarkar,
8. Archana Kamath.

Archana surprised by Swetha, Poulomi stretched by Sanya 

RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Swetha Kumaravel
* FILE PHOTO: S.S. KUMAR

Petroleum survives a scare
from Audit & Accounts

Yuki Bhambri set up a
second-round clash with
sixth seed Gael Monfils in
the Citi Open ATP 500 ten-
nis tournament here, after
getting past Stefan Kozlov,
who retired 7-5, 2-0 down,
while Ramkumar
Ramanathan crashed out,
losing 6-4, 6-1 to Guido
Pella in the first round on
Monday.
Other results (all first
round):
$125,000 Challenger,
Chengdu: Sidharth Rawat bt
Sam Barry (Irl) 4-6, 7-5, 3-2
retired; Ti Chen (Tpe) bt Sri-
ram Balaji 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Doubles: Sriram Balaji &
Vishnu Vardhan bt Yusuke
Takahashi & Kento Takeuchi
(Jpn) 6-2, 6-3.

$25,000 Futures, Porto: Al-
exandre Muller (Fra) bt Aryan
Goveas 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 

$15,000 Futures, Essen, Ger-
many: Dominik Boehler (Ger)
bt Tejas Chaukulkar 6-4, 6-3. 

$15,000 Futures,
Nonthaburi: Rishab Agarwal
bt Soichiro Moritani (Jpn) 6-3,
6-4; Karunuday Singh bt
Haadin Bava 6-4, 6-2. ITF wo-
men: Pei-Chi Lee (Tpe) bt Ma-
hak Jain 6-2, 6-7(7), 6-1; Y.
Pranjala bt Chanikarn Silakul
(Tha) 6-4, 6-0.

Bhambri
advances,
Ramkumar
loses
Sports Bureau

Washington DC

Manchester: Joshna Chin-
appa and Dipika Pallikal
scored a 11-4, 11-5 win over
Colombia’s Catalina Pelaez
and Laura Tovar in a
Group-B clash in the WSF-
World doubles squash
championship on Tuesday. 

In the mixed doubles,
Joshna and Vikram Malho-
tra beat Scotland’s Chris
Leiper and Carrie Hallam
11-5, 11-6 in Group-C.

Joshna &
Dipika begin
with a win

Serena Williams served up a

rallying cry for equal pay for

black women on Monday, de-

crying that they would have to

work on average eight months

longer to earn the same as

male counterparts in one year.

The record-breaking tennis

star and world’s highest paid

female athlete — who has

spoken candidly about sexism

and racism — wrote a nearly

1,000-word essay in Fortune

magazine to mark Black Wo-

men’s Equal Pay Day.

For every dollar made by a

man, black women make 63

cents in the US. Black women

earn 17% less than white wo-

men, and black women with

graduate degrees get paid less

at every level, wrote Serena.

The 23-time Grand Slam

champ quoted data showing

that only 44% of white men

recognise the pay gap as an is-

sue. “I have been treated un-

fairly, I’ve been disrespected

by my male colleagues and —

in the most painful times —

I’ve been the subject of racist

remarks on and off the tennis

court,” wrote the 35-year-old.

“The cycles of poverty, dis-

crimination, and sexism are

much, much harder to break

than the record for Grand Slam

titles,” she added, calling for

legislation and action to

change the status quo. 

"Black women: Be fearless.

Speak out for equal pay. Every

time you do, you're making it a

little easier for a woman be-

hind you," she said. "Most of

all, know that you're worth it.

It can take a long time to real-

ise that. It took me a long time

to realise it. But we are all

worth it. I've long said, 'You

have to believe in yourself

when no one else does.'"

Serena highlights pay disparity
Agence France-Presse

NEW YORK

Candid: Serena Williams...speaking her mind * FILE PHOTO: APDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

B Gujarat Fortunegiants v
Haryana Steelers, 8 p.m.

B Telugu Titans v Bengal
Warriors, 9 p.m.

STAR Sports 2 & 2 HD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

PLAYING TODAY
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Rowling apologises 
over Trump tweets
LONDON

J.K. Rowling has apologised

for tweets alleging that U.S.

President Donald Trump

refused to shake the hand of

a disabled boy. Turns out, the

author made a wrong

assumption based on widely

circulated, but incomplete,

video footage. AP

IN BRIEF

Google app rolls out new
features for iOS users
SAN FRANCISCO

Google’s virtual keyboard app

Gboard has rolled out new

features for iOS by adding

integration with Google Maps

and YouTube, and an option

called ‘Ink’ for users to create

doodles and text them to

friends. Gboard has also

added Arabic, Hebrew and

Farsi languages. IANS

Clooneys to open schools
for Syrian refugees 
LOS ANGELES

George and Amal Clooney

have partnered with UNICEF

to open schools for Syrian

refugee children. The couple’s

organization, the Clooney

Foundation for Justice, will

open seven public schools in

Amal’s native Lebanon. PTI

Truecaller integrates
with Duo for video calls
NEW DELHI 

Communication app

Truecaller on Tuesday

announced that it has

integrated with video calling

app Google Duo to allow

users to make video calls

directly through Truecaller 

on Android and iOS 

platforms. IANS

Climate change may have led
to over 59,000 farmer sui-
cides over the last 30 years
in India, argues a research
report from the University of
California, Berkeley in US. 

Even a 1°C increase in tem-
perature above 20° C in a
single day during the crop
growing season results in
about 70 suicides on aver-
age. 

The increase in temperat-
ure during the cropping sea-
son reduces crop yields, res-
ulting in increased suicides,
according to a study pub-
lished in the journal Proceed-
ings of the National Academy
of Sciences.

The study was carried out
using data for all States and
Union Territories. 

It has several limitations,
though, including the fact
that it has not looked at
other factors that could have
contributed to suicides.

Endorsing the temperat-
ure-crop yield link, agricul-
tural scientist Prof. M.S.
Swaminathan said, “The ef-
fect of increased temperat-
ure on crop yield is real. In
the late 1980s we found that
when the temperature in-
creases by 1 - 1.5° C the dura-
tion of the crop reduces by
one month. Since the dura-
tion reduces, the yield drops
by 300-400 kg.” 

Tamma A. Carleton from
the University of California,
Berkeley and the author of
the paper, tested the link

between climate change,
crop yields and suicide by
comparing the number of
suicides across India
between 1967 and 2013 with
crop yield and climate data.
Data on suicides were collec-
ted from the National Crime
Records Bureau. 

An additional burden
She found crop losses due to
heat damage cause addi-
tional burden on farming
households and this at times
leads to suicides. 

Dr. Carleton found sui-
cides reported when a single
day’s temperature increased
by 1°C only during the crop
growing season. Similar in-
crease in temperature dur-
ing other seasons did not
result in a rise in suicides.

Crop yield data from 13
States from 1956 to 2000
were compared with climate
change data. Dr. Carleton
found annual yield falling
when the temperature was
above 20°C during the crop-
growing season. 

An increase in rainfall by 1
cm during the growing sea-
son leads to a decrease of
about 0.8 deaths per
100,000, thus lowering the
suicide rate by 7% on aver-
age, she writes.

The effect of climate vari-
ation reveals that past grow-
ing season temperature
strongly influences suicide
rates in the following years
up to about five years. 

For instance, when there
is abundant rainfall during
one growing season, the sui-

cide rates dip for the next
two or three years. Drought
apparently does not seem to
have any effect on suicide
rates, the researcher found. 

The study says South In-
dia, which is generally hot-
ter, has higher farmer sui-
cide rates. 

Comparing the yields to
growing season temperature
for 13 States, the author
found that States where the
yields are more affected by
high temperatures are also
the States which report
higher suicide rates. Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh
not only show severe suicide
responses to temperature
but crop yield is also more
negatively affected by higher
temperature.

The study did not find any
adaptive behaviour to pre-
vent suicides in response to
climate change.

Weak studies in India 
“We must undertake anticip-
atory research using genetic
checkmating for potential
changes in climate such as
changes in precipitation,
and temperature. I don’t
think we have done such re-
search as seriously as we
should have,” says Prof.
Swaminathan. “Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia are the
most vulnerable regions and
we would be the most
affected.”

India’s average temperat-
ure is expected to increase
by 3°C by 2050. 

Rising temperatures drive up
farmer suicides in India: U.S. study
Researchers say that a warmer climate reduces crop yields, aggravates distress

R. Prasad

CHENNAI 

No harvest: In this photo dated May 11, 2016, a farmer inspects
his sugarcane crop destroyed due to drought in the
Marathwada region of Maharashtra. * AP

Pushpa Mittra Bhargava, a
veteran molecular biologist
and a vehement critic of ge-
netically modified crops,
died in Hyderabad on Tues-
day. He was 89. 

Bhargava had been ailing
for a while and was undergo-
ing dialysis for kidney ail-
ments. “This morning he
had a fever and was resting
at home. He passed away in
his sleep,” said Rakesh
Mishra, Director of the
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
lecular Biology (CCMB) in
Hyderabad. Bhargava was
the founding director of the
CCMB. With a Ph.D in chem-
istry from Lucknow Uni-
vesity, Bhargava came to Hy-
derabad in the 1950s and
began work in the Central
Laboratories for Scientific
and Industrial Research. He
went on to do post doctoral
work at the McArdle Me-
morial Laboratory of Cancer
Research at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison. 

He returned to Hyderabad
and the CSIR laboratories in
1958. He played a key role in
establishing the CCMB in
1977 and led the institution
for 13 years, pioneering re-
search in cell, DNA and mo-
lecular biology with close in-
dustry linkages. 

Though Bhargava ceased
to be an active researcher 20
years ago, he remained en-
gaged with issues in science
and policy. A strident critic

of multinational seed com-
panies, he opposed the in-
troduction of genetically
modified crops in India, ar-
guing that these crops posed
a health hazard and re-
quired decades more of tests
before possible clearance.

Tireless crusader
He had led what came to be
called the Award Wapsi pro-
gramme in 2015 when sci-
entists and litterateurs re-
turned their awards against
the rising tide of intolerance
in the country, typified by
incidents such as the murder
of rationalist M.M. Kalburgi
and the lynching of Mo-
hammed Akhlaq in Dadri in
Uttar Pradesh. He had said
that he would return his
Padma Bhushan award if the
intolerance continued.

“He was a tireless cru-
sader against irrationality
and superstition. He had the
ability to connect seemingly
disparate dots and had an
overarching vision about the
future. Honest and upright
to a fault, he was fearless
when it came to his beliefs,”

said Chandana Chakrabarti,
who worked with Bhargava
at CCMB and co-authored
The Saga of Indian Science
since Independence with him.
The book is an unflinching
look at the failings of the In-
dian scientific establish-
ment. 

“He brought modern cell
and molecular biology to In-
dia. Prior to the CCMB there
was no lab for research on
cell, DNA and molecular bio-
logy. Public understanding
of science, interaction with
government and policy
makers was his forte. He was
a great talent scout,” said D.
Balasubramanian, who was
a professor with the Univer-
sity of Hyderabad when he
was inducted into the centre
by Bhargava as his deputy.

Bhargava was chairman of
the Drafting Committee for
the Assisted Reproductive
Technologies (Regulation)
Bill 2013. The Bill was the
culmination of a 15-year
struggle as he mobilised and
marshalled support by meet-
ing legislators and policy
makers. The draft Surrogacy
(Regulation) Bill was ap-
proved by the Union Cabinet
in 2016. However, Bhargava
opposed the ban on surrog-
acy, instead calling for pro-
tection of the rights of sur-
rogate mothers.

Bhargava is survived by
his son Mohit, an IT profes-
sional based in Canada, and
daughter Vaneeta, who runs
a community centre in
Anantapur. 

Engaged with policy-makers for years after active research

Jacob Kosy

Serish Nanisetti

NEW DELHI/Hyderabad

P.M. Bhargava

Scientist and activist
Pushpa Bhargava dead 

Stevie Wonder and Green
Day will headline a concert
in New York to mobilise sup-
port for efforts to eradicate
global poverty as U.S. Presid-
ent Donald Trump proposes
sweeping foreign aid cuts.

Happy pop star Pharrell
Williams, chart-topping elec-
tronic duo The
Chainsmokers and alternat-
ive rockers The Killers will
also play the Global Citizen
Festival in Central Park on
September 23, organisers an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Wonder said the festival
came at a “crucial time,”
adding in a statement:
“When we commit ourselves
to life issues, we are showing
love of the Most High.”

The festival has drawn A-
list stars annually since 2012
as the largely young audi-
ence presses world leaders
for commitments to develop-
ment as they gather in New
York for the U.N. General
Assembly.

The 2017 edition comes in
a sharply different political
climate even as needs mount
amid crises ranging from in-

tractable wars in Syria and
Yemen to hunger on the
Horn of Africa.

Global Citizen CEO Hugh
Evans said the timing was
critical — after Mr. Trump’s
shock win and Britain’s vote

to exit the European Union
but also amid a rejection of
right-wing populism in elec-
tions in France and The
Netherlands.

“Now is a hugely import-
ant point for there to be a
line drawn in the sand that
says foreign aid matters, in-
vesting in education matters,
investing in food and hunger
matters,” Mr. Evans said.

The festival, which has ex-
panded over the past year to
India and Germany, is free of
charge with fans earning
tickets by taking actions such
as writing letters to their gov-

ernments. The festival for
the first time will be pro-
ceeded by a Global Citizen
Week of discussions, films,
art and music around New
York. Mr. Evans said the fest-
ival wanted to reach out to
people, including political
centrists, who believed in
the possibility of making
change in the world.

Other acts to play the
Global Citizen Festival in-
clude folk rockers The Lu-
mineers, soul singer Andra
Day, rising Canadian pop
songwriter Alessia Cara and
rapper Big Sean.

Stevie Wonder to lead Global Citizen festival
Concert seeks to protect global aid for poor countries at a time when Trump has proposed cuts

Agence France-Presse

New York

Stevie Wonder

China is constructing train
tunnel of 12 km in length
through one of the portions
of its iconic Great Wall to
connect Zhangjiakou city,
which is due to co-host the
2022 Winter Olympics along
with Beijing.

It took the Chinese engin-
eers months to choreograph
the best intersection point.
In the end, the tunnel, deep
below the Badaling section
of the Great Wall, passed ex-
perts’ appraisal, state-run
People’s Daily reported.

The line is designed for
high-speed trains travelling

up to 350 km per hour,
which is expected to shorten
the journey time from more
than three hours to approx-
imately one hour. The line is
estimated to be completed in
2019. The depth of the tun-
nel will range from four
metres to 432 metres.

Precise technology
Luo Duhao, chief engineer of
the Beijing–Zhangjiakou
high-speed railway line, be-
ing built by China Railway
Number 5 Engineering
Group, said the firm will em-
ploy “precision micro-blast-
ing” technology, which has a
velocity of 0.2 cm per

second. The technology is
capable of making the im-
pact weaker than the tradi-
tional firepower blasts that
have a velocity of 5 cm per
second.

Mr. Luo told the Global
Times that the new techno-
logy will ensure that the
Great Wall will not be af-
fected by the blasts, as they
will be barely felt.

“The new technology
causes little damage to the
geological environment,” Dai
Longzhen, deputy manager
of the Beijing–Zhangjiakou
line, told the Global Times. “I
myself once stood on the
Great Wall and I could not

feel the blast at all,” he ad-
ded. Zhang Xuehua, a blast
expert at the construction
site, told the People’s Daily
that the construction of the
tunnel has completed 4,500
blasts since early February
this year.

In the middle of the tun-
nel, workers will build a spa-
cious station right under the
Great Wall, with a record-
breaking construction space
of 36,000 sq.m., Xinhua re-
ported. The station will be
102 metres below the surface
of the Badaling Great Wall.

Originating from the
Beijing Railway Station
North, the Beijing–

Zhangjiakou line runs
through Haidian, Changping
and Yanqing districts of
Beijing.

Centre of tourism
The line continues northw-
est through Huailai and Xun-
hua counties in Hebei
province before terminating
in the city of Zhangjiakou,
making for a total length of
174 km. Built from the third
century BC to the Ming Dyn-
asty (1368–1644), the Great
Wall stretches over 21,000
km. Over a four million tour-
ists visit the Great Wall every
year as it is the centre of Chi-
na’s tourism campaign.

China building rail tunnel below Great Wall 
Micro blasting techniques will be used to shield the heritage structure from construction impact

Press Trust of India

Beijing

Ready, steady: Children pose for a photo on a sports-themed Mass Rapid Transit train ahead of
the Summer Universiade games in Taipei, Taiwan, on Tuesday. * REUTERS
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Paddling on a train

HBO has said that the net-
work had been the target of
a cyberattack, as an an-
onymous hacker boasted
about leaking full episodes
of upcoming shows along
with written material from
next week’s episode of
Game of Thrones.

In an email to journalists,
the hacker or hackers
claimed to have obtained 1.5
terabytes of data from HBO,
according to Entertainment
Weekly, which broke the
news. Unaired episodes of
Ballers and Room 104 may
have been published online,
and the hacker vowed more
would be “coming soon”,
the magazine reported.

HBO did not reveal what
data had been stolen or pos-
ted online, and there was no
immediate indication of
whether the breach in-
cluded customer data or
personal information about
employees. In a statement,
the network said: “HBO re-
cently experienced a cyber
incident, which resulted in
the compromise of propriet-
ary information. We imme-
diately began investigating
the incident and are work-
ing with law enforcement
and outside cybersecurity
firms.” 

In an email to employees,
Richard Plepler, HBO’s chief
executive, said the stolen in-
formation included “some
of our programming”.

Hackers threaten
Game of Thrones leak

HBO con�rms the cyber attack

Daniel Victor

Something unusual is hap-
pening in La Perla, a poor
barrio clinging to a steep
hillside between Old San
Juan and the sea where the
video for the pop hit Despa-
cito was filmed.

Outsiders were afraid to
venture in before, but since
Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yan-
kee’s megahit, tourists from
all over the world are des-
cending on the narrow
streets that wind among La
Perla’s brightly coloured
houses.

“Despacito?” they in-
quire. 

And the barrio’s residents
obligingly point out the loca-
tions where the video was
filmed: the rocks facing the
sea where Fonsi sings the re-
frain, the sea wall where ex-
Miss Universe Zuleyka
Rivera strolls, the little plaza
where men play dominoes —
the tables and chairs just as
they were in the video.

With the video on the
verge of becoming the most
watched on YouTube (2.9
billion visits since January,
fast approaching the 2.98
billion record held by Wiz
Khalifa’s See You Again), a
barrio once burdened with a
bad reputation is now a
tourist hot spot.

“I totally came for the
tourist video,” said Jennifer
Adams, a 28-year-old middle
school teacher from North
Carolina. “I’ve seen the mu-
sic video many times and I
knew where I needed to go, I
got pictures, I tried to
dance.”

Her goal now is to learn

the song’s lyrics so she can
sing it in karaoke.

Meanwhile, a Swedish
woman took pictures of her-
self in front of Luis’s rocks
and a Moroccan tourist
ambled along “Despacito
coast” — as the area around
the sea wall has come to be
known in tourist brochures.

In a recent interview,
Fonsi marveled at the song’s
impact on the non-Spanish
speaking public.

Language no bar
“The language doesn’t mat-
ter,” he said. “What’s im-
portant is the flavor, the
rhythm, the music.”

The video’s director, Car-
los Perez, said Fonsi and
Daddy Yankee “had a very
clear vision of what they
wanted.”

“The key words were cul-
ture, sensuality, colour and
dance. What we did in es-
sence was to go film in a bar-
rio that had the qualities
that supported what we
wanted to do,” Perez said.

“But the evolution of La
Perla begins and ends in La
Perla.” 

In fact, residents’ efforts
to improve their barrio are
independent of Despacito. 

The song’s success is a
welcome coincidence that
“fell from the sky,” said com-
munity board president
Yashira Gomez. 

Old San Juan, with its
cobbled streets and colonial
buildings, sits on a hill on a
walled peninsula. 

The little houses that
make up La Perla are
clustered on the other side
of the wall, where the sea
crashes against the rocks. 

Its residents have fought
tooth and nail to preserve it,
and artists like Calle 13, Is-
mael Rivera and Ruben
Blades have dedicated songs
to it. With 1,600 inhabitants,
it is one of the poorest com-
munities in San Juan. 

Drug trafficking largely
drives its economy, with the
government trying in vain to
clear it.

Video was �lmed in many spots in the poor barrio

Agence France-Presse

San Juan

Hot spot: A woman takes photos of her two daughters in the
neighbourhood of La Perla. * AFP

Tourists seeking Despacito

discover Puerto Rico’s La Perla
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