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In a coordinated early morn-
ing exercise, Income Tax De-
partment officials on Wed-
nesday carried out a
multi-city search on proper-
ties linked to Karnataka En-
ergy Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar and his brother —
Member of Parliament from
Bengaluru Rural D.K. Suresh. 

While searches were car-
ried out in nearly 60
premises across New Delhi,
Bengaluru, Mysuru, Chennai
and Mr. Shivakumar’s ho-
metown Kanakapura, the
most controversial one was
at the Eagleton resort, on the
outskirts of Bengaluru,
where Mr. Shivakumar was
staying with over 40 MLAs
from Gujarat. 

Searches at the Eagleton
resort led to accusations by
the Congress that the Gujarat
legislators were the “target.”
However, income tax offi-
cials clarified that the search

operations were on the basis
of complaints of dispropor-
tionate assets against Mr.
Shivakumar.

‘Only his room searched’
They further stated that they
went to the resort where the
Gujarat MLAs were camping
as Mr. Shivakumar was also

staying there, and that only
his room was searched. 

Sources in the I-T depart-
ment claimed that so far ₹10
crore and a large cache of
documents had been seized,
and the raids may continue
on Thursday. 

While ₹8 crore was seized
from Mr. Shivakumar’s resid-

ence on Safdarjung Road in
New Delhi, about ₹2 crore
was recovered from other
locations. It is not clear if any
of the money seized was
from the resort.

₹10 cr. seized from Cong. Minister
I-T search at Bengaluru resort hosting Gujarat MLAs triggers accusations on the motives

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj

Bengaluru

In focus: Karnataka Energy Minister D.K. Shivakumar during the raids conducted by the Income
Tax Department in Bengaluru on Wednesday. * SUDHAKARA JAIN

NEARBY

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry on Wednesday issued a
15-page statement, claiming
that India has scaled down
its forces in Doklam, but de-
manded that New Delhi pull
back all its troops to end the
military standoff in the area.

“As of the end of July,
there were still over 40 In-
dian border troops and one
bulldozer illegally staying in
the Chinese territory,” the
Foreign Ministry said, point-
ing out that Indian troop
presence in the Doklam, or
Dong Lang, area near the In-
dia-China-Bhutan tri-junc-
tion had peaked to 400 per-
sonnel at one point. 

‘We were building road’ 
“On 16 June 2017, the
Chinese side was building a
road in the Dong Lang area.
On 18 June, over 270 Indian
border troops, carrying
weapons and driving two
bulldozers, crossed the
boundary in the Sikkim Sec-
tor at the Duo Ka La (Doka
La) pass and advanced more
than 100 metres into the
Chinese territory to obstruct
the road-building, causing
tension in the area,” the
statement said. 

“In addition to the two
bulldozers, the trespassing
Indian border troops, reach-
ing as many as over 400
people at one point, have
put up three tents and ad-
vanced over 180 metres into

the Chinese territory.”
The Foreign Ministry said

India had been informed in
advance about China’s in-
tent to start road construc-
tion in the area. 

“China did not cross the
boundary in its road-build-
ing, and it notified India in
advance in full reflection of
China’s goodwill.”

The Chinese side reiter-
ated that India must uncon-
ditionally pull back its
troops— a position Beijing
has adopted since the begin-
ning of the crisis. “The in-
cident took place on the
Chinese side of the delim-
ited boundary. India should
immediately and uncondi-
tionally withdraw its tres-
passing border troops back
to the Indian side of the
boundary. This is a pre-
requisite and basis for
resolving the incident.”

‘40 Indian soldiers still in our territory’

Atul Aneja

Beijing

Tight vigil: Jawans patrol Bumla pass on the India-China
border in Arunachal Pradesh, in this file photo. * AFP

India may have cut
troops in Doklam,
claims China

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 10 

Noting that “very powerful
and vested interests or a fail-
ure of nerve” have thwarted
the objective of the decade-
old National Mineral Policy
to prevent the theft of nat-
ural resources, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday direc-
ted that mining companies
and leaseholders, who have
engaged in mining activities
without forest or environ-
mental clearance, will have
to pay the public exchequer
compensation equivalent to
100% value of the minerals
they extracted illegally. 

“The mining leaseholders
cannot have their cake and
eat it too, along with icing on
the top,” a Bench of Justices
Madan B. Lokur and Deepak
Gupta observed in its judg-
ment. 

The court gave the Centre
a deadline of December 31,
2017, to announce a “fresh
and more effective, mean-
ingful and implementable
policy.” 

“It is high time the Union
revisits the National Mineral

Policy,” the Supreme Court
observed. 

The judgment was on the
basis of a PIL plea filed by
NGO Common Cause about
the rampant illegal mining of
iron and manganese ore in
Odisha. 

Forest clearance
Of a total of 187 mining lease
holders in the three affected
districts of Keonjhar, Sun-
dergarh and Mayurbhanj
districts, 102 were found to
have had no environmental
or forest clearance. 

Yet these miners had illeg-
ally extracted minerals
worth ₹17,577 crore over the
years.

The court observed that it
must be the same or worse
situation in other States.

Illegal miners must pay
back in full: Supreme Court
‘Cannot have their cake and eat it too, along with icing’

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 10 

The court asked the Centre
to announce a “more
effective” policy. * ATISH

POMBURFEKAR

As some of the upside risks
to inflation have not materi-
alised, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Wednesday
decided to cut the key policy
rate or repo rate by 25 basis
points (bps) to 6%, taking it
to its lowest in six-and-a-half
years. 

The action was in line
with expectations, even as
the RBI continued its neutral

stance, saying future action
would depend on incoming
data. 

“Excluding the HRA
[house rent allowance of the
Seventh Pay Commission]
impact, which will affect the
CPI [consumer price infla-
tion] cumulatively, headline
inflation would be a little
above 4% in Q4 as against
4.5% inclusive of the HRA,”
RBI Governor Urjit Patel said
at the post-policy media in-

teraction. Mr. Patel expected
banks to pass on the benefits
to customers.

“I think there is scope for
banks to reduce lending
rates for those segments that
have not yet benefited to the
full extent of our policy rate
cuts,” he said. 

Urjit Patel says banks have scope to cut lending rates

Manojit Saha

Mumbai 

RBI cuts repo rate by 25 bps
to 6%, lowest in over 6 years

SPACE FOR A CUT " EDITORIAL 

RBI: CUT RATES FOR EXISTING

CUSTOMERS TOO " PAGE 13
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Income tax searches against
Karnataka Minister D.K.
Shivakumar set off a political
storm in both Houses of
Parliament on Wednesday,
with the Congress members
forcing a complete washout
of Rajya Sabha proceedings
and staging a walkout in the
Lok Sabha. 

The protests persisted
despite Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley’s clarification in
both the Houses that the
raids had nothing to do with
Gujarat Congress MLAs
staying at a Bengaluru resort
or the coming Rajya Sabha
elections in the State.

Opposition
criticises govt.
in Parliament 
Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 10 

RAIDS LEAVE CONGRESS 

LEADERS JITTERY " PAGE 11 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 10 India on Wednesday said
peace on the border is the
“prerequisite” for bilateral
ties, even as military sources
maintained that there was
no withdrawal of forces
from Doklam. The
government’s response
came after China reiterated
its claim to Doklam and
indicated India had scaled
down its operation. " PAGE 10

‘Border peace
must for ties’ 
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A report released by the As-
sociation for Democratic
Reforms, a non-govern-
mental organisation, says
22 of the 29 Ministers (76%)
in the new Nitish Kumar
Cabinet face criminal
charges. 

This is higher than the
corresponding figure for his
Cabinet during the previous
government of the “grand
alliance” of the Janata Dal
(U), the Rashtriya Janata Dal
and the Congress, in which
19 of the 29 Ministers (69%)
were tainted. 

Based on affidavits 
The ADR report was based
on the affidavits filed by the
Ministers before the Elec-
tion Commission during the
Assembly elections.

Of the 22 Ministers, nine
face serious criminal
charges of murder, attempt
to murder, dacoity, theft,
fraud and atrocities against
women. 

The report further says
that 72% of the Ministers
are millionaires, while nine
had stated their educational

qualifications to be
between Class 8 and Class
12 pass.

Addressing presspersons
at his residence in Patna,
the RJD leader and
erstwhile Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister, Tejashwi Ya-
dav, hit out at Mr. Kumar,
wondering if the Chief Min-
ister’s conscience would
now wake up against the
tainted Ministers.

Reason for break-up
Mr. Kumar, on July 26,
broke away from the “grand
alliance”, citing corruption
allegations against Mr. Ya-
dav. Subsequently, a new al-
liance of the JD(U) and the
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance was sworn
in.

“Where is Mr. Kumar’s
conscience? What kind of a
conscience is it? Is it a con-
science for the [CM’s] chair?
Is it a conscience for Modi?
What kind of conscience is
this that falls asleep or
wakes up as per its own
convenience,” Mr Yadav
said. “Would Mr. Kumar do
development with this 76%
tainted Cabinet?”

76% Bihar Ministers
tainted: report
Where is Nitish’s conscience now: Tejashwi 

Amarnath Tewary 

Patna

AAP goes for a website
overhaul
NEW DELHI

From highlighting the work
of the Delhi government to
fact-checking news and
rumours about the party, the
Aam Aadmi Party’s website is
slated for a revamp,
complete with new features
aimed at supporters and
volunteers.

NATION " PAGE 6
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NORTH
DELHI Timings

Thursday, August 03

RISE 05:44 SET 19:12

RISE 15:46 SET 01:55

Friday, August 04

RISE 05:45 SET 19:10

RISE 16:35 SET 02:39

Saturday, August 05

RISE 05:45 SET 19:09

RISE 17:24 SET 03:27

The water level in the flood-
hit areas of south-west Ra-
jasthan started receding on
Wednesday with the rain
abating during the past 24
hours. The situation im-
proved in a large number of
inundated villages, while
dams and water harvesting
structures registered lesser
inflow of water.

Disaster Management and
Relief Minister Gulab Chand

Kataria said an ex-gratia as-
sistance of Rs.1.68 crore had
been paid to the next of kin
of 42 of the 59 people killed
in the rain and flood-related
mishaps.

In addition to relief works,
including repair and main-
tenance of buildings, distri-
bution of food packets and
drinking water mainly
through dropping by heli-
copters was continuing in
the affected areas.

A Defence spokesperson

said an Army column was
deployed in the Sachore area
of Jalore district and four
persons were rescued from
Shivpura village on
Wednesday.

1,290 villages affected 
Over 100 villages have
turned into islands in Jalore,
Pali, Sirohi and Barmer dis-
tricts, while the residents of
1,290 villages were affected
by incessant rain and flood
waters.

State Congress president
Sachin Pilot, who inspected
a damaged bridge at Jawal
village in Sirohi district and
met the villagers, demanded
that the State government
pay adequate compensation
for damage to houses and
loss of livelihood to the af-
fected people. 

He said the floods had
caused widespread damage
because of the government's
failure to strengthen
infrastructure.

Water level in Rajasthan’s
flood-hit areas receding
Repair and maintenance of buildings, distribution of food packets continuing

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

A form circulated by the
Patna-based Indira Gandhi
Institute of Medical Sciences
(IGIMS) has asked its new
employees to declare,
among other things,
whether they were virgins.
The questionnaire has em-
barrassed doctors as well as
the hospital staff.

The declarations figure at
the bottom of a “marital de-
claration” form circulated
by the institute: the first
asks them to state “That I
am a bachelor/widow/vir-
gin”, while the subsequent
declarations requires them
to clarify: “That I am mar-
ried and have only one wife

living”; “That I am married
to a person who has no
other wife living”; “That I
am married and have more
than one wife”; and, finally:
“That I am married to a per-
son who has another wife
living.”

Established in 1983 on the
lines of All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) of
New Delhi, the IGIMS is one
of the biggest healthcare in-
stitutions in Bihar.

“If changes are made in
the form it can be done only
at the government level,” an
IGIMS doctor and senior fac-
ulty told The Hindu, request-
ing anonymity. A junior doc-
tor said the statements were
an attack on their privacy.

‘Are you a virgin’: top Bihar
hospital asks its employees
Special Correspondent

Patna
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With their schools closed for
more than six weeks, stu-
dents of Darjeeling hills will
send postcards to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh with the mes-
sage that they take steps to
restore normalcy in the hills.

The decision to send post-
cards has been taken by the
Gorkhaland Movement Co-
ordination Committee

(GMCC), a body comprising
representatives of political
parties and social organisa-
tion to take forward the de-
mand for Gorkhaland.

“We received a letter
signed by 52 school prin-
cipals saying they support
the cause but are worried
about the career of the stu-
dents, particularly those
who are in Classes X and XII.
We appeal to the govern-
ment to keep in mind the ca-
reer of students and create

an atmosphere conducive to
the relaxation of the bandh
so that students can go back
to schools,” Munish
Tamang, national working
president of Bharatiya
Gorkha Parisang said.

Meanwhile, the Council of
the Indian School Certificate
Examination has extended
the last date for registration
of students of Class IX and
XI in the three hill sub-divi-
sions of Darjeeling Ka-
limpong and Kurseong.

Darjeeling students to write
to PM Modi on hill impasse
Shiv Sahay Singh 

Kolkata

The brutal gang rape and
subsequent death of an eld-
erly woman in North 24 Par-
ganas district has sparked
outrage in West Bengal with
the Opposition once again
raising questions about the
safety of women in the State.

A 62-year-old woman, who
was allegedly gang raped on
July 4 in Sandeshkhali area
of the district, succumbed to
injuries on Monday.

Opposition parties have
accused the Trinamool Con-
gress government of not do-
ing enough to ensure “safety
of women” in Bengal.

While the Mahila Morcha
of the BJP threatened to
launch an agitation if an “im-
partial probe” is not conduc-
ted, the CPI-M’s women’s
wing All India Democratic
Women’s Association has ac-
cused the State administra-
tion of “failing” in ensuring
women’s safety in Bengal. 

Staff Reporter

Kolkata

Gang rape: death of woman sparks outrage
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Nandyal byelection: TDP
candidate files papers 
KURNOOL

TDP candidate for the
Nandyal byelection Bhuma
Brahmananda Reddy filed his
nomination papers before
Returning Officer Prasanna
Venkatesh at the Nandyal
RDO office on Wednesday.
The byelection was
necessitated by the death of
his uncle Bhuma Nagi Reddy.

IN BRIEF

Kerala HC dismisses
godman’s bail plea 
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday dismissed the bail
petition of godman
Gangesananda, whose
genitals were chopped off
allegedly by a woman who
claimed that she was raped
repeatedly. While opposing
the bail plea, the prosecutor
submitted that the
investigation in the case was
in progress. 

Bharatiya Janata Party mem-
bers attacked the Kerala gov-
ernment during zero hour in
the Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day, accusing the Commun-
ist Party of India (Marxist)
government there of being a
“silent witness” to political
killings, particularly of the
BJP/RSS cadres.

BJP MP Meenakshi Lekhi
alleged that political oppon-
ents in the State were being
killed in “Talibani style,”
adding that even the Con-
gress, CPI and Muslim
League workers had been
targeted.

Her party colleague Pral-
had Joshi said 17 BJP and RSS
workers had been killed in
Kerala in the last 17 months
under the CPI(M) govern-
ment, and demanded a
probe into the deaths by
either the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) or the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA). 

Members of Parliament

from the CPI(M) got up from
the seats and protested the
comments of the BJP MPs.

‘Godforsaken country’
“God’s own country has
been transformed into god-
forsaken country,” Ms. Lekhi
said. She read out names of
14 BJP and RSS workers who
had allegedly been killed in
Kerala in the last few months
and wondered whether any-
one in the House knew their
names. “People will immedi-
ately connect if someone
talks about Pehlu Khan or

Akhlaq. But nobody knows
about the people killed in
Kerala.” She alleged that
seven children from the fam-
ilies of the RSS and the BJP
workers had been targeted.

Mr. Joshi alleged that the
maximum murders had
taken place in the area from
where Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan hailed. Talking
about communist rule in
various parts of the world,
he claimed that “more than
one million people were
killed” under communist
regimes.

BJP MPs assail Kerala govt.
Say in Lok Sabha that CPI(M) is a silent witness to political killings in the State

Pralhad Joshi

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Meenakshi Lekhi

L. Murugan, Vice-Chair-
man, National Commission
for Scheduled Castes, on
Wednesday visited the
house of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh func-
tionary Rajesh, who was
murdered last week at
Sreekaryam.

Accompanied by BJP
leader V.V. Rajesh and oth-
ers, he interacted with the
RSS cadre’s family. 

The Vice-Chairman
questioned the Scheduled
Castes Development officer
over the delay in the dis-
bursal of compensation to
the family. Later, he told
the media that the district
administration was re-
quired to release ₹4.12 lakh
in compensation.

SC panel
leader in
Kerala
Staff Reporter

Thiruvananthapuram

Five days after the attempt
on the life of M. Vikram
Goud, son of former Telan-
gana Minister M. Mukesh
Goud, the Hyderabad police
on Wednesday said the at-
tack was orchestrated by
Vikram himself to derive
political mileage and settle
monetary disputes with
business partners.

They arrested five per-
sons, whom Vikram al-
legedly hired by offering a
‘supari’ of ₹50 lakh, to enact
the drama of an attempt to
kill him, and recovered a
country-made firearm with
a live round in it. “With
clinching forensic evidence
and confessions of the ac-
cused, we’re altering sec-

tions of law in the case,” Hy-
derabad Commissioner M.
Mahender Reddy said at a
press conference. 

As Vikram had emerged
the main conspirator, he too
would be arrested after be-
ing discharged from the hos-
pital. 

Vikram, 35, had invested
huge sums in mining in
Odisha and other busi-
nesses. He had produced
films Ishq and Gunde Jaari
Gallanthayyindi. With the
investments not yielding the
desired returns, he had bor-
rowed nearly ₹2 crore from
others. 

“Getting sympathy of
people in the next Assembly
elections drove him to de-
vise an attempt on his life,”
the Commissioner said. 

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

‘Vikram Goud planned
attack on himself ’

The protective cover around
Kali Tiger Reserve in
Karnataka has been sharply
reduced, as the State govern-
ment, facing “public pres-
sure,” has decided to limit
the eco-sensitive zone (ESZ)
around the park.

While the draft notifica-
tion of the ESZ, issued in
November 2016, listed
1,201.94 sq. km across three
taluks of Uttara Kannada dis-
trict, the submission made
to the Expert ESZ committee
of the Union Ministry of En-
vironment says the ESZ
should be limited to 312.52
sq. km. This represents a
75% cut in the protective

area, which acts as a buffer
for the forests and curbs
activity and construction.
ESZs have been declared for
10 wildlife sanctuaries and

reserves in Karnataka, and
none has seen a reduction in
buffer zones. However, ESZ
declarations for Ban-
nerghatta National Park and

Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary,
where political pressure and
local objections are strong,
are yet to be made.

On July 7, forest officials
told the committee that the
cut in ESZ area followed
“public demand” and a Cab-
inet Sub-Committee meeting
held in February. The (ESZ)
committee recommended fi-
nalisation of the draft noti-
fication with the changes,
according to the minutes of
the meeting. 

When the notification was
issued, protesters at Joida
taluk, where 96 villages were
to be covered in the ESZ area
said “development activit-
ies” will come to a halt if it
was not changed. 

Tiger reserve eco-zone runs into trouble
‘Public pressure’ prompts Karnataka government to propose reduction in area
Mohit M. Rao

Bengaluru

Verdant landscape: The river Kali flows through Kali Tiger
Reserve, which needs a large buffer zone. * K. MURALI KUMAR

Owing to the poor inflow in
the Cauvery river basin
reservoirs, the Karnataka
government on Wednesday
indicated that it would not
release water to the stand-
ing kharif crops in the basin
areas.

The storage level in the
four major reservoirs — Har-
angi, Kabini, Krishnaraja
Sagar and Hemavati — was
low compared to last year. 

The present storage in
the four reservoirs was 43
tmcft on July 31, 2017. With
the kharif crops’ require-
ment of 96 tmcft of water,
the government would not
be in a position to release
water for the crops, Water

Resources Minister M.B.
Patil told press persons here
on Wednesday.

‘Distress year’
Last year too, the govern-
ment had stopped the re-
lease of water to crops ow-
ing to shortage in the water
levels.

Mr. Patil said drinking wa-
ter distribution (3 tmcft per
month) would get affected if
water was released for the
standing crops. 

The State had released
just 7 tmcft of water to Tamil
Nadu since June. “As of now,
2017-18 appears to be a dis-
tress year and the stipulated
release during June and July
is not possible,” the Minister
said.

Nagesh Prabhu

BENGALURU

No water for crops
in Cauvery basin

The Mizoram government’s
attempt to return to Kerala
with its lottery tickets has
pitted the two States against
each other, with the Kerala
government seizing the lot-
tery tickets and shooting off
a letter to the Centre urging
it to prohibit Mizoram from
selling its tickets in the State.
The Mizoram government
suspended the sale of its lot-
tery tickets in Kerala in 2010
following a strong clamp-
down by the State and the
ensuing legal complications. 

‘Violation of law’
The present face-off
between the two sides is the
result of the Mizoram gov-
ernment’s efforts to return
to the State taking advantage
of the Goods and Services
Tax regime. The Kerala gov-
ernment has opposed the
move on the ground that the

Mizoram government’s at-
tempt to sell the lottery
through a private agency is
flawed and in gross violation
of the Lotteries (Regulation)
Act. 

The Mizoram govern-
ment, however, has claimed
that its lottery is fully com-
pliant with the Act. It has
also sought to know how the
Kerala government could
oppose the sale of its lottery
tickets when States such as
West Bengal, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Goa and Sikkim had
no objection to its lottery
tickets being sold there. 

The Mizoram Chief Sec-
retary had written to his
counterpart in Kerala seek-
ing permission to launch its
Super Deluxe weekly lotter-
ies from August 7 in the
State. However, the Kerala
Taxes Department rejected
the request, prompting it to
come out with advertise-
ments in leading dailies

challenging the State’s
stand. 

The Kerala government
had, in 2010, got the Centre
to prohibit the sale of Sikkim
government lotteries in the
State for two years from that
year, and got it extended for
two more years in June 2015.
The ban did not, however,
apply to Mizoram since it
had already withdrawn from
the State in 2010. 

The Kerala government
has based its objections to
the Mizoram lottery on the
major security and other vi-
olations pointed out by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India.
Mizoram lotteries, according
to the Kerala government,
was resulting in large-scale
tax evasion. It had a
turnover of ₹11,834.22 crore
in Kerala between 2012 and
2015, but the State had re-
ceived only ₹25.45 crore as
tax, the State points out.

Face-off follows Mizoram’s efforts to return to Kerala

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala, Mizoram clash
over lottery ticket sale 
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From highlighting the work
of the Delhi government to
fact-checking news and ru-
mours about the party, the
Aam Aadmi Party’s website
is slated for a revamp, com-
plete with new features
aimed at supporters and
volunteers.

Expected to be launched
in the first half of August
when the AAP monthly
newsletter comes out, the re-
vamped version of aamaad-
miparty.org will have a sec-
tion dedicated to the
Ministers in the Delhi gov-
ernment. Profiles of all Cab-
inet Ministers, details of their
departments and the latest
developments in those de-
partments would be avail-
able in a special section, ac-
cording to AAP leader
involved in the process,
Ashutosh.

Speaking to The Hindu on
Wednesday, Ashutosh said
the new site would bust
“misinformation about the
party and so supporters and
sympathisers can get the cor-

rect information” through a
‘Truth vs. Propaganda’
section.

“The AAP has been a
torchbearer in terms of on-
line presence by political
parties. But, it’s time to up-
date and make the site more
relevant and user-friendly. It
will be a one-stop window
for anyone who wants in-
formation about who the of-
fice-bearers are, who the
Ministers as well as how to
donate,” he said.

He added that the site
would most likely be

launched within a week or 10
days. Among the other new
features are sections about
the party’s history, starting
from the anti-corruption
movement, as well as a sec-
tion for volunteers to sign up
for specific tasks like attend-
ing events or digital activism.

Mobile compatibility
“Five years ago, mobile inter-
net consumption was not
that much. But, now most
people access the internet
through mobile devices. We
are working on optimising

the site for mobile,” he said.
In addition, the party will

also “find ways to protect
donors”, whose information
was made available on the
site for transparency, he
said. “We have seen in the
past how the BJP used the
donors list to harass our
donors,” he said.

The party used to main-
tain a list of all donors on its
site, but removed it last year.
While initially the AAP had
said that it was due to tech-
nical glitches, later, the party
said in statements that its

donors had become the tar-
get of “malicious” Income
Tax notices.

As per data provided by
the party, at present the
website receives at least
80,000 unique visitors every
day. They are expecting that
with the launch of the new
website the visits would
double.

More interactive
“The old website does not
have much to do for the visit-
ors, unless they want some
information or want to make
a donation. The new website
will be more interactive.
People can now get in touch
with us and give us their sug-
gestions or complaints, and
we will respond to it,” said
the AAP Delhi unit’s chief
spokesperson, Saurabh
Bharadwaj. Live videos of in-
teractions among leaders on
important subjects such as
security concerns about the
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), the education sys-
tem in Delhi and the work
done to improve the health
facilities, would be uploaded
for direct viewing. 

AAP goes for a website overhaul 
It would bust “misinformation about the party so that supporters can get the correct information”

In the offing: The landing page of the new AAP site that will be launched soon.
* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Damini Nath 
Soumya Pillai 

NEW DELHI

Following public criticism,
the Daman and Diu adminis-
tration on Wednesday with-
drew a circular issued on
Tuesday by its Department
of Personnel, which asked
women staff to tie rakhis on
their male colleagues on
Raksha Bandhan, which falls
on August 7.

In the circular issued to
employees in the Union Ter-
ritory, Deputy Secretary,
Personnel, Gurpreet Singh
said the administration has
decided to celebrate the fest-

ival of Raksha Bandhan. “In
this connection, all offices
and departments shall re-
main open and celebrate the
festival collectively at a suit-
able time wherein all the
lady staff shall tie rakhi to
their colleagues,” the circu-
lar issued on Tuesday said.

Attendance report
It also said the attendance
report should be furnished
by 5 p.m. the next day.

However, the circular was
withdrawn in less than 24
hours following adverse re-
actions from employees and

the general public.
J.B. Singh, Development

Commissioner, Union Territ-
ory, said Narali Poornima is
a grand celebration on the
Daman Ganga river, which
the administration celeb-
rates in a big way every year. 

He said the circular was
intended to be a ‘goodwill
gesture’.

“Due to the adverse reac-
tion on social media and
elsewhere, perhaps the cir-
cular should have been dif-
ferently-worded. We have
decided to withdraw it,” he
said.

‘Rakhi’ diktat in Daman and Diu
withdrawn following uproar 
Women staff were told to tie rakhis on their male colleagues 

Special Correspondent 

Panaji

Shinde arrives in Shimla
to take stock
SHIMLA

AICC general secretary Sushil
Kumar Shinde, who has
recently taken over as in-
charge of party affairs in
Himachal Pradesh, arrived
here on Wednesday.
Mr. Shinde will be meeting
members of the Himachal
Pradesh Congress Committee
(HPCC), district party
presidents and other senior
leaders during his stay. PTI

IN BRIEF

1 dead, 7 of family hurt
as house collapses 
TIKAMGARH (MP)

One person was killed and
seven others injured on
Wednesday when a house
collapsed following an
explosion at Ladpura village,
about 80 km from Tikamgarh
district headquarters in
Madhya Pradesh. The police
said Natthu Kushwaha (45), a
farmer, died on the spot. His
seven family members,
including three women, have
been hospitalised. PTI

Auto-rickshaw overturns;
driver, schoolboy dead 
MORENA (MP)

A six-year-old schoolboy and
an auto-rickshaw driver died
after the vehicle overturned
near Bicholi village in the
district on Wednesday
afternoon. Seven other
students were injured in the
incident. The deceased were
identified as Kuldeep (6) and
driver Munna (35). PTI

12-year-old dies as 
truck hits school van 
BAREILLY

A Class VI student was killed
and some others persons
were injured when a school
van was hit by a truck in
Milakpur-Karanpur village
under Devraniya police
station area here on
Wednesday afternoon, the
police said. The deceased was
identified as 12-year-old
Simran, they added. PTI

At least six policemen were
injured when a mob pelted
stones at Dannahar Police
Station here to protest al-
leged police inaction in the
case of kidnapping and
murder of a man here.

The incident took place
on Tuesday when the body
of 23-year-old Guddu, who
was allegedly abducted 12
days ago was recovered
from a canal, the police
said. After recovery of the
body, angry villagers placed
it on the Mainpuri-Agra
Highway alleging police in-

action in the matter and pel-
ted stones leaving six police-
men injured.

FIR registered
Villagers alleged that Guddu
of Nagla Asha village went
with one Pintu of village
Naykud on July 19 but did
not return home. An FIR in
the matter was registered by
Guddu’s mother Shakunt-
ala. On Sunday, the police
arrested Pintu, who alleged
that Guddu was involved in
an illicit relation with his
wife and that he had thrown
his body in the canal after
murdering him.

Six policemen injured as
villagers clash with police 
Over kidnapping and murder of a man 
Press Trust of India 

Mainpuri (UP)

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places
over Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura. Thunderstorm accompanied with
gusty wind/lightning likely at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............1.9.... 31.8.... 26.5 Kozhikode ............... —.... 32.7.... 25.6
Ahmedabad.............2.... 31.4.... 24.5 Kurnool ................... —.... 35.2.... 26.6
Aizawl ................... —.... 29.7.... 12.0 Lucknow..............13.2.... 31.5.... 26.5
Allahabad .............. —.... 33.8.... 28.0 Madurai.................4.2.... 35.2.... 24.9
Bengaluru ............1.8.... 31.2.... 21.6 Mangaluru.............0.5.... 31.0.... 25.2
Bhopal.................0.7.... 31.1.... 23.0 Mumbai.................3.4.... 31.2.... 26.5
Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 34.8.... 26.4 Mysuru.................... —.... 32.0.... 20.2
Chandigarh ..........8.2.... 32.0.... 25.4 New Delhi .............0.2.... 31.6.... 27.0
Chennai .............10.2.... 36.6.... 24.5 Patna ..................17.6.... 33.0.... 26.3
Coimbatore........13.4.... 33.0.... 23.8 Port Blair ............31.2.... 31.0.... 25.5
Dehradun.............1.8.... 30.5.... 24.2 Puducherry..........16.6.... 35.6.... 22.0
Gangtok.............35.4.... 21.4.... 18.5 Pune .....................0.4.... 27.6.... 21.4
Goa .....................3.5.... 32.4.... 26.9 Raipur ...................3.8.... 32.8.... 26.3
Guwahati .............1.2.... 35.2.... 27.5 Ranchi..................... —.... 31.8.... 22.7
Hubballi................. —.... 28.0.... 22.0 Shillong................... —.... 26.3.... 17.1
Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.7.... 24.3 Shimla.................27.6.... 22.7.... 17.1
Imphal................... —.... 31.4.... 22.7 Srinagar ................0.5.... 23.3.... 20.8
Jaipur .....................2.... 32.0.... 23.2 Trivandrum ............. —.... 32.0.... 25.2
Kochi.................62.6.... 31.8.... 26.4 Tiruchi .................... —.... 36.9.... 26.0
Kohima.................. —.... 25.1.... 18.2 Vijayawada .............28.... 32.5.... 25.2
Kolkata..............17.3.... 34.4.... 27.6 Visakhapatnam ..........3.... 33.0.... 25.0

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh recorded
an overall air quality
index (AQI) score of 186
indicating a moderate
level of pollution. 
In contrast, Muzaffarpur,
Bihar recorded a healthy
AQI score of 41

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—
Bengaluru ................9 ...40 ..58 ....... —......92 ......*
Chennai....................6 ...14 ..40 .... 120 .......— ......*
Delhi......................15 ...56 ..88 ...... 66....274 ......*
Hyderabad .............82 ...16 ....9 ...... 71....108 ......*
Kolkata ..................20 ...93 ..44 ....... —....141 ......*
Lucknow ................12 ...45 ..42 ...... 58 .......— ......*
Mumbai ...................7 ...21 ..20 ...... 23......46 ......*
Pune ......................22 .....4 ..79 ...... 22......39 ......*
Vishakhapatnam .....22 ...12 ..46 .... 406......65 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and
premature death in people with heart or lung disease
(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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A small-granulated dark
black and brown coloured
pygmy grasshopper measur-
ing about 9.07 mm revealed
itself to the world in the
forests of Chhattisgarh last
month. Collected from
moist deciduous forests in
Korba district, the species
was named Coptotettix
korbensis. Scientists from
the Zoological Survey of In-
dia, Sunil Kumar Gupta and
Kailash Chandra, have pub-
lished the details of the new
species in international sci-
ence journals Zootaxa and
Annales de la Societe Ento-
mologique de France.

A few months ago an-
other paper published in
Halteres by the same authors
brought to light a species of
the short-horned grasshop-
per Epistaurus tinsensis.
The species was collected
from the Barnawapara Wild-
life Sanctuary in Raipur.

Slightly larger than the re-
cently discovered species,
Epistaurus tinsensis has a
yellowish brown body with
dense long silvery
pubescence.

Coptotettix korbensis and
Epistaurus tinsensis are two
new discoveries in 2017, but
what is interesting is that
seven species of grasshop-
pers have been discovered
in the forests of Chhattisgarh
in a span of just 20 months. 

The five others were dis-
covered in 2016. Four of the
new discoveries were pygmy
grasshopper Euparatettix
dandakaranyensis from
Bastar district of South Ch-

Discoveries made in Chhattisgarh in a span of 20 months

Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

* Poekilocerus genipla * Epistaurus tinsensis* Heteropternis raipur

* Ergatettix subtruncatus

* Hedotettix angulatus

* Euparatettix dandak

* Coptotettix korbensis

Seven species of
grasshoppers found

<> They form an
important link in
the food chain and
their predators
include reptiles,
amphibians, and
birds 

Sunil Kumar Gupta 

SCIENTIST, ZSI

The agencies probing the re-
cent, massive haul of heroin
in the high seas off the Gu-
jarat coast have reportedly
found a Pakistan connec-
tion. “It is almost confirmed
that the cargo was loaded
from Pakistan when the
ship, MV Hennry, anchored
at a port there before sailing
to India,” a senior official,
who is part of the joint team
interrogating crew members
and captain of the ship, told
The Hindu.

The Coast Guard had on
July 30 recovered 1,500 kg
heroin worth ₹3,500 crore
from a Panama-registered
merchant vessel.

According to the senior of-
ficial, the cargo was prob-
ably loaded at Gwadar, a
deep sea port in Balochistan.
“While it is almost certain

that the cargo was loaded
from Pakistan, we still don’t
know whether any official
agency facilitated the load-
ing this cargo in such a huge
quantity,” he said.

No registration papers
The vessel is owned by Syed
Ali Manari, a Dubai resident.
It was originally from Iran
and was apparently headed

for Alang in Gujarat for dis-
mantling. 

The vessel’s captain
Suprit Tiwary could not fur-
nish the ship’s registration
papers when he and other
crew members were jointly
interrogated by ICG, the
Navy, Customs, police, the
Intelligence Bureau and the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB).

The agencies have found
evidence of Mr. Manari’s al-
leged links with some agen-
cies in Pakistan, as the vessel
had made frequent trips to
the country. According to
the ICG, a technical intelli-
gence tip-off from the Na-
tional Technical Research
Organisation (NTRO), re-
ceived on July 27th, indic-
ated the presence of an Ira-
nian cargo vessel, Prince-II,
about 210 nautical miles
west of Porbandar, Gujarat.

Investigations suggest cargo was loaded in Balochistan

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD

Probe into Gujarat heroin 
haul reveals Pakistan link

The narcotic consignment
seized from the vessel
Hennry off Gujarat.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

After capping the price of
cardiac stents, the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Au-
thority (NPPA) has started
work on a similar exercise
for orthopaedic implants. As
with cardiac stents, implants
can have huge margins, ran-
ging from 200% to 500%,
making them very expensive
for patients and insurers. So
expensive, in fact, that some
people choose to live in pain
or with heavy medication
rather than opt for surgery.

The NPPA has had two
meetings with stakeholders,
including members from the
Indian Orthopaedic Associ-
ation and manufacturing
companies, to gather data
on the costs of making the
implants, landings costs,
sale volumes, the number of
surgeries of each type across
the country. “How does one

know what are they doing
on the ground level?” NPPA’s
chairman Bhupendra Singh
asks. “There is no standard
norm on how much profit
they can make. To get clar-
ity, we have started collect-
ing data.” The NPPA wants
to ensure that it gets pan-In-
dia source data without rely-
ing on third parties.

Complex task
The sheer variety of im-
plants makes this a very
complex task. This complex-
ity is because the human
body has 206 bones, ranging
from the long thigh bone, to
the tiniest, a carpal bone be-
hind the fingers in the hand,
and over 700 joints. There
are modern implants avail-
able to help every bone to
knit together after a break or
fracture, what the medical
world calls ‘trauma’. To
oversimplify for the layper-

son, they broadly fall in-
clude screws, nails, plates,
wires, clips, and there are
more than 2000 variations
in size, shape and material
based on where the implant
is needed and what problem
it is trying to solve. And then
there are joint replace-
ments, including those for
the knee, hip, shoulder, el-
bow, hand, which each has
several variations, based on
the material used.

Prices vary drastically
too. Imported implants are
way more expensive than in-
digenous ones. A cemented
hip replacement varies from
₹50,000 to ₹70,000, while
an uncemented one ranges
from ₹75,000 to ₹1.60 lakh.
For knees, a cemented im-
plant would range from
₹75,000 to ₹1.20 lakh, and a
state-of-the-art prosthesis
that offers better results
could go up to ₹2.20 lakh.

Prices of orthopaedic
implants to be capped
Data on usage and pricing need to be studied first
Jyoti Shelar

Mumbai

A teenager falsely claimed to
have been hired by Google
at a package of ₹1.44 crore,
prompting the Chandigarh
Education Department to
hold an inquiry into the
matter. GMSSS principal In-
dra Beniwal told PTI on
Wednesday, “I have submit-
ted all the necessary docu-
ments and proof to the Dir-
ector, Education, who has
ordered an inquiry.” 

Harshit Sharma, who
completed his 12th standard
with the IT stream last year
from the government school
here, hogged the limelight

after claiming to have been
hired by the tech giant for
graphic designing.

Public Relations Depart-
ment, Chandigarh Adminis-
tration, had on July 29 even
issued an official release
about it after the school
principal sent to the depart-
ment Sharma’s “achieve-
ment” details. However, his
claim was found to be fake
after Google reportedly
denied hiring him.

“Harshit’s parents have
accepted that their son has
committed a mistake (by
claiming to have been selec-
ted by Google),” the prin-
cipal said.

Teen’s claim of landing
Google job false: principal
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

Navy sailors get RI for
raping minor girl 
MUMBAI

Two sailors have been
convicted by a Navy Court
Martial of raping and
blackmailing a minor girl and
sentenced to 12 and 15 years
of rigorous imprisonment.
The two men, arrested in July
2015, have also been
dismissed from service. Their
identities were not revealed.
They repeatedly raped her
since January 2015. PTI

Odisha woman kills man 
who tried to rape her
BERHAMPUR

A 40-year-old woman killed a
villager who tried to rape her
at Khariguda village in
Gajapati district of Odisha.
The woman, widowed six
months ago, has been
arrested and confessed to her
crime, inspector in-charge of
Mohana police station
Prashant Behera said. The
deceased was identified as
Bhaskar Mallik, 45.

Dilip Kumar hospitalised,
condition ‘not stable’
MUMBAI

Veteran actor Dilip Kumar,
94, was admitted to the
Lilavati Hospital on
Wednesday. Doctors said he
was not passing urine, which
became a cause for concern.
Many tests were carried out.
A doctor said the actor’s
condition was “not stable.”

IN BRIEF

Medha Patkar’s hunger
strike enters 7th day
BHOPAL

Narmada Bachao Andolan
leader Medha Patkar’s
indefinite fast, seeking proper
rehabilitation of the families
which would be displaced
following closing of the gates
of the Sardar Sarovar Dam on
the Narmada, entered the
seventh day on Wednesday.
Ms. Patkar has launched her
agitation at Chidhalda village
in Dhar district. PTI

Facing criticism from the
government’s allies in Goa
for removing coconut palm
from the list of trees, the
BJP-led coalition Cabinet on
Wednesday passed an
amendment granting it the
status of “State tree”. 

“The State government
has decided to include
coconut palm as tree in the
Goa, Daman and Diu (Pre-
servation of ) Trees Act, 1984
to regulate its felling of
coconut trees under this
Act,” the Cabinet note on
Wednesday stated. The Cab-

inet that met on Wednesday
also resolved to declare the
coconut palm the “State
tree”. 

Agriculture Minister Vijai
Sardesai of the Goa Forward
Party, who had taken the ini-
tiative in this regard, said the
amendment would be rati-
fied by the Assembly during
the ongoing monsoon ses-
sion. “We have restored tree
status to the coconut
(palm),” Mr. Sardesai said. 

The Opposition as well as
civil society had questioned
the previous BJP-led coali-
tion government for amend-
ing the Goa Daman and Diu

(Preservation of )Trees Act
1984 in 2016 to drop the tree
status accorded to the
coconut palm. 

Opponents of the govern-
ment, which then included
the Goa Forward Party led
by Mr. Sardesai, had accused
the government of hastening
real estate and industrial de-
velopment at the cost of en-
vironment by selectively al-
lowing mass removal of
coconut plantations. The
BJP had then defended the
move saying it would help
farmers in rejuvenating old
coconut plantations and im-
prove productivity.

Allies mount pressure after it was dropped from list of trees

Prakash Kamat 

Panaji

Coconut palm declared
State tree of Goa

hattisgarh, Poekilocerus
geniplanus and Hedotettix
angulatus from Barnawa-
para Wildlife Sanctuary and
Ergatettix subtruncatus
from Durg district of Chhat-
tisgarh. Heteropternis
raipurensis, a species of
short-horned grasshopper,
was discovered from Raipur
district. 

Difficult terrain
Both pygmy and short-
horned grasshoppers belong
to Orthoptera (an order of
Insecta) and one of the ma-
jor differences between
them is pronotum (promin-
ent plate-like structure that
covers all or part of the
thorax of some insects). This
extended backwards to
cover abdomen in the
pygmy, which is not the case
with the short-horned.

Kailash Chandra, Director
of ZSI, said the faunal di-
versity of the Chhattisgarh
forests have not been ex-
plored earlier because
of the difficult terrain
and left-wing
extremism.

“We have collected
a lot of specimens of
insects from 2011 after
we signed an agree-
ment with the Chhat-
tisgarh government.
The seven discoveries
are not all. There are a
number of other findings
lined up for publication in
the coming months,” Mr.
Chandra said.

Mr. Gupta, who is behind
the discoveries, said there
are 1,033 species of
Orthoptera in India, includ-

ing 285 short-horned and
135 pygmy grasshoppers. 

“These discoveries are in-
teresting as grasshoppers
have economic and ecolo-
gical interest. They form an
important link in the food
chain and their predators in-
clude reptiles, amphibians,
and birds and help directly
in the protection of en-
dangered species of birds,
reptiles, amphibians and
fishes,” Mr. Gupta said.

He added that new lizard
species have also been dis-
covered in Chhattisgarh. 

Mr. Chandra said that
since 2011, ZSI scientists
have explored six districts
and eight protected areas
and have updated the faunal
diversity of the
State. 
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EDITORIAL

B
y cutting the policy repo rate by 25 basis points,
the Reserve Bank of India has opted to play safe
while nominally acceding to the clamour for

softer lending rates. The Monetary Policy Committee’s
majority decision (one member voted to keep rates un-
changed, while another wanted a deeper cut) hinged on
its observation that some “upside risks to inflation have
either reduced or not materialised”, opening up “some
space” for accommodation. Specifically, the bimonthly
policy statement refers to the significant slowdown
over the past three months in core inflation — retail
price gains excluding those for food and fuel. It notes
that the monsoon has so far been normal, and the initial
roll-out of GST has been “smooth”. Yet, the six-member
panel has chosen to retain the “neutral” stance, given
that it expects the trajectory of inflation to rise from cur-
rent lows amid a welter of uncertainties. The factors de-
terring a more abidingly benign view for the path that
prices are likely to traverse bear repeating, given the in-
flation-targeting remit handed to the MPC: the RBI’s
statement does just that. A conclusive separation of
“transitory and structural factors” impacting price
gains remains elusive. Prices of inflation-sensitive toma-
toes and onions are spiking. Pressures may be building
that could spur higher animal protein costs for con-
sumers. The implementation of farm loan waivers by
States and the “tail risk” that the fiscally expansive
measures could pose to long-term price stability that
RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya referred to in June,
continue to be germane. And there is no clarity on
whether and when State governments will implement
salary and allowance increases following the Centre’s
implementation of the seventh pay panel-related hikes. 

The MPC acknowledges there are moderating forces
at work — a second successive normal monsoon that
could check food costs and a stable international com-
modity price outlook — that could help keep the infla-
tion trajectory favourable. On economic activity, the
RBI has flagged multiple concerns. A poll of business
sentiment in the manufacturing sector shows respond-
ents expect a moderation in July-September from the
preceding quarter. Also, the high levels of stress that
continue to be reflected in the balance sheets of both
lenders and corporate borrowers presage the unlikeli-
hood of any uptick in new investment. With the under-
lying impulses for growth in industry and services
weakening, the onus is now on the Centre and the
States to take enabling steps, through policy measures
and directed fiscal actions, to give a thrust for the re-
vival of private investment. Surely, as Mr. Acharya cau-
tioned in June, it will serve nobody’s interests if the rate
reduction doesn’t have “the desired amplifier effects on
the economy” and ends up only temporarily masking
the true problems in the banking and real sectors. 

Space for a cut
The RBI reduces the policy rate while 

flagging multiple concerns on the economy 

A
fter months of political protests and government
crackdowns, Venezuela held elections to a new
Constituent Assembly to rewrite the Constitu-

tion. President Nicolás Maduro claims the new as-
sembly was required to calm the unrest that has beset
Venezuela amid an economic contraction and runaway
inflation. But the opposition boycotted the polls to the
assembly, which it says is being convened to overhaul
the powers of the elected National Assembly where the
opposition parties enjoy a two-thirds majority after
electoral victories in December 2015. The Constituent
Assembly was announced by decree by the govern-
ment. It said that nearly 41.5% of the registered elector-
ate voted in the polls, a figure the opposition contests.
The need for a Constituent Assembly to address the
crisis seems unclear. Venezuela had last elected one in
1999 following a referendum during former President
Hugo Chávez’s first term. That vote had overwhelm-
ingly backed a new Constituent Assembly to enable the
transition of Venezuela’s political system from the
Fourth Republic to the Bolivarian Republic. The cre-
ation of the Bolivarian Republic was claimed to be a de-
cisive step away from Puntofijismo, a pact among dom-
inant political parties to install a formal liberal
democratic order that limited political competition and
was seen to rig economic policy in favour of the elite. 

Among the outcomes of the constitution-writing pro-
cess in 1999 were an extension of the term limit of the
presidency, assured representation for marginalised in-
digenous groups in the National Assembly and conver-
sion of the bicameral legislature into a unicameral
body. President Chávez’s redistributionist economic
agenda relied heavily on the income generated by the
nationalised petroleum industry. In the boom years,
this may have lifted some sections of Venezuelans from
poverty and provided a measure of education and
health care, helping the ruling United Socialist Party of
Venezuela (PSUV) consolidate its hold on power. How-
ever, the spree of reckless spending and a failure to di-
versify the economy resulted in a severe economic
crisis once oil prices started falling. Mr. Maduro has
struggled to manage the political fallout of the eco-
nomic contraction — by some estimates, by a third in
the past four years. The government continues to count
on the promise of a commodity boom in the extraction
industry, but the upturn in global oil prices has not
been enough to spark an economic revival. The persist-
ing unrest has weakened support to the regime. A
strengthened opposition, even with key leaders placed
under arrest, has sought to use this to delegitimise the
PSUV’s rule and seek fresh elections. Mr. Maduro’s at-
tempt to consolidate power through the new Constitu-
ent Assembly lacks legitimacy and may not heal the
democratic rupture.

Contested polls
Elections to a new Constituent Assembly 

in Venezuela lack legitimacy 

T
he government has pushed
the Supreme Court into a dan-
gerous exercise: drawing the

boundaries of the right to privacy.
It has set the bar so low that almost
any ruling by the Supreme Court
will be celebrated if it pays lip ser-
vice to the right to privacy. How-
ever, as history has shown us,
badly drawn contours will permit
the government to exploit our
rights for decades. Public debate
needs to rise above the govern-
ment’s low bar and engage with the
more nuanced questions.

This piece begins with address-
ing the argument that the right to
privacy is an alien western idea,
and explains why the right to pri-
vacy is necessary in India. It then
addresses the government’s sug-
gestion that the right to privacy can
be replaced by a data protection
act, by detailing how a data protec-
tion statute is much weaker than
the fundamental right to privacy. It
then addresses the third popular
and fallacious question of why we
need a right against our own gov-
ernment when we are happy to
share our private data with foreign
Web-based platforms. 

India and the right to privacy
After dispensing with the ques-
tions that are distracting citizens
from the real issue in this case, this
piece discusses the contours of the
right to privacy. It argues that they
must be reinforced on a case-by-
case basis in this unpredictable in-
formation age. Anything less will
render the increasingly critical hu-
man right to privacy meaningless.

It is easy in a crowded country,

where the feudal family structure
prevails, to argue that we do not
believe in privacy. This is not true.
Indian cultural norms have their
unique ways of protecting privacy.
Additionally, when we became a
democracy, we adopted certain
constitutional safeguards. These
safeguards include many rights de-
rided as alien western imports —
the rights to speech, equality,
liberty and privacy. To shrug them
off would be to shrug off
democracy.

We are not the only nation to
struggle with what seems like an
unfamiliar human right to privacy.
Although elements of privacy, such
as restrictions on the searching of
homes, were in national constitu-
tions, the right to privacy as a
whole was not articulated in them.
This articulation of right was recog-
nised as an international human
right in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights before it found its
way to the national level. If the
phrase is new to us, it is new to
everyone. Democracies have adop-
ted it because it is essential to pre-
serving the balance of power
between governments and cit-
izens, as governments access in-
formation technology and big data.

The government has offered to

enact a data protection act in lieu
of the right to privacy. This has un-
leashed the dangerous idea that a
data protection statute is a substi-
tute for a fundamental right to
privacy.

Why it’s a fundamental right
A data protection statute is flimsy
in comparison to a fundamental
right to privacy. It can be repealed
or amended, and other laws can be
written to prevail over it. The gov-
ernment can exempt itself so that
we have rights against private com-
panies but not against the govern-
ment. In contrast, the funda-
mental right to privacy cannot be
taken away or undermined by the
government: every law and every
action threatening that right can be
challenged before the judiciary. If
we have a strong fundamental
right, the government will never be
able to give itself the power to go
through our emails, search engine
history, cupboards, pockets or
texts without having to justify its in-
trusions and searches to the
judiciary.

We have never needed a funda-
mental right to privacy more. The
government is monitoring citizens
closely, interlinking databases
from transport and bank accounts

to school enrolment and mobile
phone connections. Recent news
suggests that it will be adding data
from our social media accounts to
this. The consequences are terrify-
ing. Interlinked databases can lead
to comprehensive discrimination
such that HIV-positive people,
people with mental illness, ter-
minal illnesses, divorces or mar-
ginalised community backgrounds
are denied jobs, homes and med-
ical care. At its worst, unrestricted
monitoring of citizens can lead to
identification and suppression of
dissent in a manner reminiscent of
Stasi Germany. With no independ-
ent information and no dissent,
there is no democracy.

The argument that government
access to our personal information
is justified because Facebook has it
anyway is fallacious. Neither entity
should have unrestricted access to
this information. Governments are
currently far more powerful than
Facebook, with their control of the
police, the army and other instru-
ments of force, which is why hu-
man rights protect us from govern-
ment power. However as online
platforms amass power and influ-
ence, they pose a potential threat
to human rights. Work is being
done on ways to hold them also
accountable.

Contours of privacy
The potential contours of the right
to privacy are really the critical
question in the case before the Su-
preme Court. The court must
guard against upholding the right
but defining its contours in a way
that undoes it. This was the court’s
big mistake in its phone-tapping
judgment, where it created such an
ineffective oversight mechanism
that it might as well have permitted
the government to tap phones at
will.

There is no need to create new
limits for the right to privacy if the
Supreme Court rules that it may be

read into the rights to life, liberty
and speech as it has in the past, or
read into any other fundamental
right in the future. The judiciary
can then continue applying the ex-
isting grounds of restriction from
the Constitution.

If the Supreme Court is to rule in
a truly meaningful way this time, it
will need to define the right to pri-
vacy in a manner that makes it diffi-
cult to undermine. It can outline
the core of this right with ex-
amples, to ensure that privacy jur-
isprudence moves forward, not
backwards. It can articulate clearly
what cannot be excluded from the
purview of the right to privacy,
such as surveillance of communic-
ation, access to personal data, pub-
lication of personal information
and the interlinking of databases of
personal information.

But most importantly, the court
can acknowledge that it is im-
possible for judges in 2017 to com-
prehend the future threats to the
right to privacy that technology
will invent; it can give future Su-
preme Court judges the power to
use its privacy principles to adju-
dicate these cases. 

Future judges will be confronted
with the Internet of Things, big
data, bio-hacking, algorithms and
potentially even artificial intelli-
gence, and a country in which a cit-
izen is monitored down to her
heartbeat. Technology is already
able to predict our moods, political
leanings, retail preferences, rela-
tionships and medical condition
with eerie efficiency. This will only
escalate. If we, the citizens of India,
want to hold on to our power and
agency, we will need the right to
privacy to guard against this
invasiveness.

Chinmayi Arun is Executive Director,
Centre for Communication Governance at
National Law University, Delhi, and
Faculty Associate of the Berkman Centre
at Harvard University

A judgment for the ages
The Supreme Court must define the contours of the right to privacy in a way that doesn’t undo it

chinmayi arun
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he statement by Union Fin-
ance Minister Arun Jaitley re-
cently that the Election Com-

mission has failed to curb ‘invisible
money’ in polls is remarkable. It is
unusual for a senior Minister to
make adverse remarks against a
constitutional body in public. How-
ever, there are factual problems
with his statement. 

The Election Commission (EC)
works in accordance with Article
324 of the Constitution of India, the
Representation of the People Act
(RP Act), 1951 and the rules framed
by the government thereunder,
and various judgments of the Su-
preme Court and High Courts. The
power to frame rules under the RP
Act has not been given to the EC by
successive governments, which in-
cludes the current one. 

Action and reaction
Most of the reform proposals by
the EC have not been acted upon. It
sent 22 proposals in 2004. In
December 2016, it sent 47 propos-
als including those for “Election
expenses and election petitions”,
“Election campaign and advertise-
ments”, and “Reforms relating to
political parties”. The govern-
ment’s actions, if any, are not avail-

able in the public domain. 
There are instances where the

EC has recommended the same re-
form repeatedly only to have it re-
jected. There are also instances
where the Supreme Court has dir-
ected reforms in its decisions, with
the government and Parliament at-
tempting to amend laws to prevent
implementation of the judgments.

Now to the electoral bonds the
Finance Minister was referring to.
To what extent these bonds will
make ‘invisible money’ visible was
explained by him after he presen-
ted the Budget. In the media inter-
action, he said: “These bonds will
be bearer in character to keep the
donor anonymous.” Since the ref-
erence to electoral bonds in the
Budget speech was under the
heading “Transparency in Elect-
oral Funding”, it led some com-
mentators to ask whether ‘trans-
parency’ and ‘anonymity’ are the
same. Given his statement on the
EC, it appears as if ‘anonymity’ is
expected to increase ‘visibility’.

The other significant proposals
that the Budget made were (a) to re-
move the limit of 7.5% on profits
that a company can donate to a
political party, and (b) to remove
the requirement that the company
making a donation to a political
party disclose the name of the
party and the amount donated.
Whether these two proposals will
reduce ‘invisibility’ or increase it is
best left to a readers’ judgment.

The Minister also said, “I asked
political parties, both orally in Par-
liament and in writing, to offer a

better suggestion to me… not one
has come forward to date because
people are quite satisfied in the ex-
isting system.”

It should be obvious that polit-
ical parties will have no objection
to the electoral bonds system as it
allows them to raise money with
‘anonymity’. But it is interesting
that the Minister should ask this
question to parties which stand to
lose ‘invisible money’ if it is elimin-
ated. So who else can or should the
Minister ask? Logically, it is the
Election Commission and the Law
Commission of India which have
both applied their minds to the is-
sue repeatedly.

It must be noted that the outgo-
ing Chief Election Commissioner
had expressed misgivings about
electoral bonds.

The Law Commission studied
the issue in 1998-99 and presented
its comprehensive assessment and

proposals in its 170th report, titled
‘Reform of the Electoral Laws’.
This paragraph captures the es-
sence of its recommendations: “On
the parity of the above reasoning,
it must be said that if democracy
and accountability constitute the
core of our constitutional system,
the same concepts must also apply
to and bind the political parties
which are integral to parliament-
ary democracy. It is the political
parties that form the government,
man the Parliament and run the
governance of the country. It is
therefore, necessary to introduce
internal democracy, financial
transparency and accountability in
the working of the political
parties.”

If that is considered outdated,
the Law Commission issued an-
other report in March 2015 (its
255th) wherein it devoted 64 pages
to “Election finance reform”. This
also contains valuable recom-
mendations to reform the election
finance system, but then there has
to be a willingness to do so. The
willingness seems to be to ensure
anonymity. There are also other in-
dicators of the will of the
government.

The RTI way
A logical and simple way of intro-
ducing “financial transparency
and accountability in the working
of the political parties”, and re-
commended by the Law Commis-
sion, is to bring them under the
Right to Information (RTI) Act,
2005. The Central Information

Commission (CIC) had said in a full
bench decision in June 2013 that
six national political parties were
indeed ‘public authorities’ under
the RTI Act as they fulfilled all con-
ditions specified in Section 2(h) of
the RTI Act which defines ‘public
authority’.

Despite the June 2013 decision,
these parties, including the ruling
party now, refused to accept RTI
applications, blatantly defying the
unanimous decision of a full bench
of the highest statutory authority
to implement a law passed unan-
imously by Parliament. They did
not even deign to respond to no-
tices by the CIC, of non-compli-
ance. Another full bench of the CIC
expressed its inability to get its own
“legally correct” decision imple-
mented. It also referred to it as “an
unusual case of wilful
non-compliance”.

When a petition was filed in the
Supreme Court to get the decision
of the CIC implemented, the gov-
ernment said in a sworn affidavit
submitted to the Supreme Court
that political parties should not be
under the purview of the RTI Act.
The petition is still pending in the
Supreme Court.

The stand of the government in
the Supreme Court is further evid-
ence of what the government is not
willing to do.

Jagdeep S. Chhokar is a former Professor,
Dean, and Director in-charge of the
Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad. The views expressed are
personal

How to curb ‘invisible money’
Reforms suggested by the Election and Law Commissions must be given a chance

jagdeep s. chhokar
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Another wicket
Arvind Panagariya’s is the
third high-profile exit under
the Modi government after
Reserve Bank Governor
Raghuram Rajan and
Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi (“Arvind Panagariya
resigns as NITI Aayog vice
chairman”, August 2). Mr.
Panagariya’s departure is
intriguing as he was
handpicked by Mr. Modi and
seen as an ardent supporter
of the “Gujarat model” of
development. The series of
measures in the economic
and banking sectors, not to
mention social and
educational reforms, he
spearheaded were different
though it led to criticism
that he was agenda-driven —
pro-corporate, anti-farmer
and anti-labour.
Ganapathi Bhat,

Akola, Maharashtra

A safety net 
The government now may
boast of having a clean and
corruption-free
administration. However,

the move to push the
amendment to the Whistle
Blowers Act would prove to
be a blow against efforts to
expose wrongdoings. In
most departments,
decisions are taken
arbitrarily and in complete
opacity in order to serve
vested interests. Resorting
to obtaining information
from the RTI serves no
purpose now as those in the
department concerned
don’t answer the query
effectively. The Upper
House should discuss the
Bill with utmost sincerity
taking into account the need
to protect a whistle-blower
(“Don’t shoot the
messenger”, August 1).
Gagan Pratap Singh,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

MP salaries
BJP Lok Sabha MP Varun
Gandhi has spoken aloud
what many of us think when
he says that Members of
Parliament must not hike
their salaries themselves but
accept the decision of a

statutory body appointed to
consider this. Most of our
lawmakers are well-to-do
and privy to a series of
privileges — perks such as air
and train travel, phone calls,
accommodation. In fact,
they must ponder over the
point that people entering
politics must serve the
nation with only a token
salary.
Varun Gandhi should have
also raised the point about
the need for MPs and MLAs
getting lifetime pensions.
Given that Mr. Modi wanted
well-to-do LPG users to give
up the gas subsidy, he
should ask our lawmakers
too to reconsider their
demand.
Baru Rajendra Prasad,

Hyderabad

NEET mishandled
The lack of courage to face
the Centre politically and
legally on the issue of NEET,
which is resulting in
disappointment for those
aspiring to enter medical
college this year, is a blot on

the AIADMK-led Tamil Nadu
government (Editorial – “A
clear failure”, August 2). No
argument will wash the
basically flawed stand by the
Centre that CBSE-centric
knowledge alone will ensure
merit in admission to
medical colleges throughout
the country. When students
are allowed to select
different boards, to impose
on them the CBSE syllabus
defies logic. 
K. Natarajan,
Madurai

■ Apart from promoting
mediocrity, the move by the
State government to secure
exemption for State board
students from the NEET
entrance examination also
has the grave potential of
alienating the State further
from the mainstream. It
already suffers in terms of
lagging behind in industrial
growth, employment
opportunities, quality of
education and the like — a
huge slide from its once
exalted position. It is

evident that students from
the State are unable to
compete with their all-India
counterparts. There should
be no compromise on the
quality of education and its
capacity to equip students
of the State to claim a share
in national development.
The narrow and parochial
outlook of State politicians,
with only votes in mind,
may fetch them short-term
benefits, but students
should be able to see
through the game. 
R.V. Easwar,

New Delhi

Man of science
Scientific temper was a core
value which P.M. Bhargava
lived by, not only as a
scientist and builder of
institutions but also as a

science communicator and
educator. During the Janata
regime in the late 1970s, he
conceptualised a “method
of science exhibition”, a
bracing presentation by
scientists, thinkers, and
artists of the purpose and
discipline of scientific
endeavour and indeed of
knowledge itself. It was
brutally destroyed in the
dead of night in the nation’s
capital by chauvinists and
obscurantists. A pointer to
the challenges facing
science in India, the
incident was brought to the
attention of the
International Council of
Scientific Unions.
Vasantha Surya,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh
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corrections & clarifications: 

A report headlined “Modi to meet missing party MPs” (August
2, 2017) erroneously said the BJP president, Amit Shah, had asked
for written explanations from the 13 BJP MLAs who were absent
when a voting was on in the Upper House. It should have been 13
BJP MPs.
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Mr. Y.B. Chavan, Minister of Home Affairs, disclosed in the Lok
Sabha to-day [August 2, New Delhi] that steps had been taken
by Government to make inquiries into allegations that the
Nizam of Hyderabad had transferred much of his wealth to for-
eign countries. The Minister, who was replying to Mr. George
Fernandez and others, said information received by him about
the allegations had been sent to the “relevant administrative
machinery” for being looked into. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 3, 1967 

Nizam’s assets
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FROM ARCHIVES

We, the National Council of the Theosophical Society in Scot-
land, have learned with surprise and regret that the Governor
of the Madras Presidency, India, has prohibited our President,
Mrs. Annie Besant, from attending or taking part in any morn-
ing, from delivering any lecture, from making any speech and
from publishing or procuring the publication of any writings
or speech composed by her, has placed her correspondence
(without qualification) under censorship and further had dir-
ected that thereafter a certain period she shall take up her res-
idence in one of six appointed places, which exclude Adyar,
her residence as our President, and the Headquarters of the
Theosophical Society. Mrs. Besant has not been so much as in-
dicted for any crime or offence; and the publications which
this order prescribes include many well-known works of great
literature and worth. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 3, 1917

Scottish T.S. Protests.

A foreign bureaucrat once told
American economist Milton Fried-
man that workers in his country
were given shovels instead of tract-
ors to build a canal because more
jobs were created that way. Hearing
this, Friedman is said to have
quipped, “If it’s jobs you want, then

you should give these workers spoons, not shovels.” Union
Minister for Road, Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari’s jus-
tification for opposing the entry of driverless cars into India is
based on grounds similar to that of the foreign bureaucrat.
“The government is not going to promote any technology or
policy that will make people jobless,” he said recently. The
Minister further stated that cab aggregators like Ola and Uber
will not be allowed to use driverless cars as it could cost the
economy as many as five million jobs.

The fear of disruptive technology causing massive job losses
is nothing new. Economists have used the term ‘lump of la-
bour fallacy’ to characterise the common, albeit mistaken, be-
lief that there is only a limited amount of work to be done in an
economy. The victims of this fallacy believe the available work
needs to be spread among the population to prevent unem-
ployment. The Luddite movement of the 19th century even
called for the destruction of machines to save jobs. The reality,
of course, is that technology has caused massive job losses for
centuries, yet new forms of work have always cropped up to
absorb the displaced labour. This is for the simple reason that
human needs are virtually unlimited compared to the supply
of labour. Nothing about artificial intelligence changes this ba-
sic fact of life.

Consumer is king
Policymakers like Mr. Gadkari, however, seem to care more
about people who stand to lose from automation than about
consumers who clearly stand to benefit from it. Such thinking
goes against one of the hallmarks of sound policymaking,
which is to focus on what’s good for the consumer instead of
what saves the producer from bankruptcy. The interests of the
consumer are paramount because, at the end of the day, every-
one is a consumer and all economic activity is aimed at in-
creasing the total amount of goods available at his disposal. As
French economist Frédéric Bastiat put it: “Treat all economic
questions from the viewpoint of the consumer, for the in-
terests of the consumer are the interests of the human race.”
Protectionist policies, on the other hand, aim to increase the
amount of work that can be done without caring about the
total amount of goods that can be got from it.

Further, it is no coincidence that some of the greatest in-
creases in living standards in human history happened during
the industrial and the technological revolutions of the 19th
and 20th centuries, respectively. Such enormous feats were
not achieved by saving jobs but by allowing their creative de-
struction. India’s policymakers would do well to heed the les-
sons of history.

Don’t stop driverless cars
Policies need to be evaluated based on
how they affect consumers

PRASHANTH PERUMAL J.
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The regional media in Karnataka has
resorted to highly suggestive terms to
describe the recurrent pattern of
communal outburst in coastal
Karnataka, particularly in the outly-
ing areas of Mangaluru city, in re-
cent months. One such term is the
‘Republic of coastal Karnataka’,
where communal bands rule the
roost and the state enjoys little
clout as sovereign, in the same way
as in the ‘Republic of Bellary’
where, a few years ago, the writ of
the mining barons ran. While such
an analogy may not capture the
everyday social dynamics of coastal
Karnataka, the term does indicate an
emerging social sensibility in the re-
gion where wanton and brutal killing
of an ideological adversary is increas-
ingly seen as normal and displayed
as a public spectacle to reinforce
community boundaries.

It is important to distinguish
between ideological and social com-
munalism mounted in coastal
Karnataka on the one hand and polit-
ical communalism elsewhere in the
State, largely occasioned by the elect-
oral calculations at work, on the
other. Political communalism em-
ploys an event, a monument, a syn-
cretic space or a social cleavage to pit
a large group of people against the
other. It does not sever all ties of
people forged around social division
of labour, linguistic affinities, folk-
lore. But social and ideological com-
munalism as in coastal Karnataka at-
tempts to sever communities from all
social ties and employs every pos-
sible resource to subserve this end.
At the same time, such communal-
ism operates in a context of growing
sociality. It marks off a people from
the rest when their adherents are
akin to one another by invoking reli-
gious divide as its justification.

Community enclosures
Coastal Karnataka, comprising Dak-
shina Kannada, Udupi and a large
part of Uttara Kannada district, has
always been peripheral to the larger
dynamics at work in the rest of
Karnataka. During the national
movement, a numerically significant
section of Brahmins from this region
aligned itself with sections of back-
ward castes to form the main plank

of the Congress, while the local
landed gentry and Muslims tended to
favour the non-Brahmin movement.
There were other castes and com-
munities such as Billavas and Christi-
ans who devoted themselves primar-
ily to self-help and self-improvement.
Following Independence, electoral
politics drew the landed gentry,
Muslims, Christians and a little later
the Billavas into the Congress fold.
Communists and socialists too be-
came an important political pres-
ence in the region with their social
base among the tile, cashew, beedi
and handloom workers as well as the
tenants. Communal skirmishes have
always erupted in this region from
the late 1940s and were also em-
ployed to target the radical politics of
socialists and communists. However,
such conflicts remained primarily
local.

Several developments in the 1970s
and ’80s led to a distinct dynamics in
this region. The oil boom after 1973
gave a boost to migration of Muslims
and Christians to the Gulf region.
The Catholic Church, with 8% of the
local population as its adherents, re-
grouped itself, following Vatican
Council II, by embracing Konkani as
its ritual language. The access to
West Asia helped Muslims of the re-
gion as a whole, including com-
munities with old roots such as the
Bearys and the Navayats, to augment
their entrepreneurial abilities and ex-
plore new avenues of employment,
while bringing them face to face with
the chilling developments in the Is-
lamic world, particularly in the after-
math of the Iranian revolution led by
Ayatollah Khomeini.

Diverse Brahmin castes, that form
about 10% of the local population,

have always enjoyed wider contacts
across India particularly given the
legacies of association with the Ad-
vaita and Dwaita traditions, as rep-
resented by Sringeri and Udupi, re-
spectively, and the age-old hold of
Gaud-Saraswats on trade in the west-
ern coast. While sections of Brah-
mins and backward castes along the
coast came under the influence of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
and the Sangh Parivar in this region
early, it was in the late 1970s and
early 1980s that this influence was to
prove decisive. Calls came to be is-
sued from different platforms for
Hindu unity and pitting this unity
against that of the Christians and
Muslims. At the same time, land re-
forms and preferential measures to
Backward Classes initiated by Deva-
raj Urs in the 1970s made the landed
gentry desert the Congress fold,
while tenants and backward castes
flocked to it in strength. It also led to
the precipitous decline of the social-
ists and communists in this region.

This rupture of community affinit-
ies was accompanied by the expan-
sion of private education in this re-
gion, particularly under the aegis of
upper-caste entrepreneurs. Christi-
ans were already a strong presence
in this field, and Muslim entrepren-
eurship too registered a steady ad-
vance in this sector from the 1980s.
In certain other domains too such as
land deals, construction, transport,
and professions, there was a visible
presence of members drawn from
different communities. But such di-
versification of the market was in-
variably riven by religious belonging.
While the goods and services sought
were the same across the community
divide, the associated members ap-

proached them as members of their
respective communities.

Communal flare-ups
Communal riots in this region began
to assume a mass character in the
1980s. Following the demolition of
Babri mosque in 1992, several parts
of this region erupted and the Army
had to be called in to Mangaluru to
restore law and order. From the early
1990s, Bhatkal in Uttar Kannada dis-
trict blazed a distinct trail of its own
when a few youths of this town came
under the influence of political Is-
lam. After 1992 communal riots have
constantly erupted in this region, a
major one being at Surathkal on the
outskirts of Mangaluru in 1998,
which resulted in eight deaths. Fol-
lowing the Surathkal riot, social vigil-
antism became a major social phe-
nomenon in the district, every
community leader playing the role of
disciplining its members while gangs
in the streets enforced it. Local gangs
in the name of Sri Ram Sene and
Hindu Yuva Sene policed social in-
timacies, often beating up members
of other communities, while similar
gangs guarded the boundaries of
their own communities.

Politics in the region has largely
traversed the fault lines of com-
munity divide. However, in recent
years, given the economic toll that
communal riots exact in the context
of thick social interactions, they tend
to be localised or erupt for a day or
two before they subside, as recon-
naissance exercises. But there is a
new pattern that has become com-
mon, i.e. killing a political activist be-
longing to one of the militant com-
munal groups and taking over the
streets either to condemn such
killings or to draw political mileage
out of it. It serves the interests of
those who want to benefit from gen-
eralised social interactions without
considering the bond of fellow-feel-
ing cutting across communities.

The State government has largely
followed a strategy of using the law
and order machinery to deal with
communal flare-ups in this region.
Media reportage and local gossip
tend to blame politicians for stoking
communal passions for electoral
gains. But the issue demands a much
more complex response if a shared
public life is to be enabled in the con-
text of generalised social interactions
deeply marked by community
affiliations.

Valerian Rodrigues is a former Professor at
the Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

The communalism being mounted in coastal Karnataka attempts to sever ties between communities

Coasting towards trouble

Valerian Rodrigues

The parting of ways between Nitish Kumar
and Lalu Prasad was inevitable. There were
enough indications in the past few months of
Mr. Kumar’s increasing discomfort with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) in Bihar and the
Congress-led opposition at the national level.
Thus, the question really was: how soon
would the fraternal love between two Bihari
brothers unravel? 

Many have rightly criticised Mr. Kumar’s
swift political somersault while still claiming
the moral high ground by arguing that his ac-
tion was necessitated by the Yadav family’s
failure to explain the recent charges of cor-
ruption. His action was naked pragmatism,
that is to retain power, but the words he used
in support of his action were of politics, prin-
ciples, and ethics. 

Notwithstanding the question of pragmat-
ism and principles, anyone who is in the
business of electoral politics must focus on
the cardinal rule of the game: how to create
and retain a majority? To be clear, we are not
justifying all the means that are adopted to
remain in power. But what was the option
for Mr. Kumar? A politician less than half his
age (whose sole claim to power was being
the heir apparent) was continuously interfer-
ing with his decisions and governance style,
RJD strongman Mohammad Shahabuddin
upon his release from Bhagalpur jail refused
to accept him as a leader, and Mr. Kumar
realised that his own social base was not
very happy with his decision to break the al-
liance with the Bharatiya Janata Party and
join hands with Mr. Prasad. 

Mr. Kumar had five options: continue with
the RJD without any altercation; suspend Te-
jashwi Yadav and wait for the RJD’s reaction;
resign and let someone else take the charge
(from the RJD or his own party?); walk out of
the coalition and call for a fresh election by
dissolving the Assembly; or align with the
BJP. Of course, the BJP under Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah is a different party, but if one
thinks about how each of these options
would have played out, the best course of ac-
tion for Mr. Kumar was what he ended up
doing.

His primary concern may have been to re-
main the Chief Minister (without the daily
woes from the Yadav clan), but equally im-
portant is the realisation that his own voter
base was and remains at loggerheads with
Mr. Prasad’s base. The mutual distrust
between the core constituencies of these two
leaders (Kurmi-Koeris and Yadavs) was at the
heart of why Mr. Kumar rebelled against Mr.
Prasad in 1994 and formed the Samata Party.
The animosity between these groups was
evident even when they had reunited during

the 2015 Assembly elections. We had shown
in a piece in this newspaper at the time, us-
ing data from opinion polls conducted in
2014 by Lokniti-Centre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies, that the RJD voters and
the Yadavs were not very fond of Mr. Kumar,
and the Janata Dal (United) voters and Kur-
mis had a similar perception about Mr.
Prasad (“Good arithmetic, but no chem-
istry,” September 23, 2015). 

Similarly, data from the pre-poll survey
conducted a month before the Assembly
election showed that Mr. Kumar’s core sup-
port base did not approve of his decision to
break the alliance with the BJP in 2013.
Neither were they in favour of aligning with
the RJD, as we found out in the post-poll sur-
vey (in graphic). 

Equally important was the consideration
that the RJD’s better showing in the 2015
election despite contesting similar number
of seats was largely due to an unequal trans-
fer of voter base between the two allies. The
alliance polled three-fourths of Yadav votes
on the seats contested by the RJD, but only
59% of the Yadavs voted the alliance on seats
contested by the JD(U). On the other hand,
the difference in voting patterns among the
Kurmis and Mahadalits was marginal. 

It must have been obvious to Mr. Kumar
then that he was unlikely to gain electorally
by sticking with the RJD, leave alone the
mirage of emerging as the opposition’s can-
didate at the national level in 2019. His next
best option was to retain the majority he has
carefully cultivated over a decade. The de-
cision to move out of the Mahagathbandhan,
as evident from the graphic, is likely to be a
popular step among non-RJD voters.

Mr. Kumar’s decision to re-ally with the
BJP is undoubtably naked pragmatism. But
can someone suggest what other alternative
he had and what ethics of politics he would
have served by sticking to the suggested al-
ternative? 

Rahul Verma and Pranav Gupta are with Lokniti-CSDS
and PhD candidates at Travers Department of Political
Science, University of California at Berkeley, U.S.

Nitish’s naked pragmatism 
But he had few options other than the political realignment

Rahul Verma & Pranav Gupta

Payout ratio
Finance

Payout ratio is a financial
metric used to express the
proportion of earnings
that a company pays out to
its shareholders in the
form of cash dividends. It
is calculated by dividing
the cash dividend paid
during the year by the
total amount of earnings.
Growth companies that
spot several opportunities
to reinvest their earnings
generally have a lower pay-
out ratio than mature com-
panies with fewer reinvest-
ment opportunities. Some
companies might even pay
out more than they earn
during the year as di-
vidends by plunging into
their cash pile or adding
more debt to their balance
sheet.
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CONCEPTUAL

What is NEET? The Na-
tional Eligibility cum En-
trance Test is a common
entrance test for aspiring
students, based on which
they will be allotted seats
in undergraduate medical
and dental colleges in In-
dia, both in the govern-
ment and private sector.
The test is conducted by
the CBSE and is now avail-
able in many regional lan-
guages. It is also conduc-
ted to regulate entry in
postgraduate medical
courses.

What is the confusion?
NEET was conceived by
the Medical Council of In-
dia in 2010 as a means of
raising the quality of stu-
dents being admitted to
medical and dental col-
leges and thereby gradu-
ates. Several States includ-
ing Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra and Gujarat
objected to the proposal
on various grounds, in-
cluding the fact that CBSE
students would have an

unfair advantage as the
test would be based on
that board’s syllabus.

The test was conducted
in 2013 before it ran into
rough weather. The Su-
preme Court, hearing a
batch of over 170 petitions
contesting various aspects
of the test, struck it down,
declaring it illegal and un-
constitutional. However, in
2016, a five-judge Bench
recalled the judgment,
and gave the go-ahead to
conduct a single common
medical entrance test.
NEET was conducted in
2016, but a one-time ex-
emption was given for un-
dergraduate admissions.
In 2017, NEET was conduc-
ted with no exceptions.

Why is Tamil Nadu
opposing the test? In 2016,
then Chief Minister Jayala-
lithaa announced that
NEET will never be al-
lowed in Tamil Nadu. The
State had abolished quali-
fying exams for profes-
sional courses since 2006,
relying instead on a rank-
ing based on aggregate

marks in relevant subjects
in the 12th board examina-
tion. The State’s rationale
was that Tamil-medium
students and rural stu-
dents would have a fair
shot at making it through
professional courses only
if there was no entrance
test.

In February this year,
the State Assembly passed
two Bills seeking to ex-
empt Tamil Nadu from
NEET at both the UG and
PG level. These have been
forwarded to the President
for assent.

What is the situation now?
Presidential approval has
not yet been granted.
Meanwhile, the test was
held and after the results
were announced, the gov-
ernment said that it would
reserve 85% of the seats
for students from the State
board, leaving the rest for
the other boards. This was
struck down by the
Madras High Court. State
officials continue to seek
from New Delhi an exemp-
tion from NEET. 

Clearing the confusion over NEET 
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How Tamil Nadu got caught in a bind 
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A war of words broke out in
the Upper House after
Deputy Leader of the Op-
position Anand Sharma ex-
pressed grave concern over
the “attempt to derail and
hijack elections to the Coun-
cil of States.” Deputy Chair-
man P.J. Kurien said the is-
sue, which had already been
taken up, could not be
raised every day. 

Leader of the House and
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley sought to rebut what he
described as a “factually in-
correct” statement of the
Congress member. “No MLA
has been searched. A partic-
ular individual [Karnataka
Minister] was to be
searched. He had gone and
parked himself in that re-

sort. So, the authorities had
gone to get him to his resid-
ence so that he could be ad-
equately questioned by the
authorities outside. As of
now, they have taken him to
his residence. There is no
tax official at the resort,”
said Mr. Jaitley. 

Mr. Sharma retorted al-
leging brazen “abuse” of
state power. “Now, the tim-
ing and the place are im-
portant and significant, be-
cause it is this Minister who
was coordinating the safety
and stay” of the Gujarat
MLAs, he said. Mr. Jaitley
countered, saying that
searches were carried out at
39 locations, not at the re-
sort. At this, Mr. Sharma
questioned the timing. 

Opposition criticises
govt. in Parliament

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry warned that “no coun-
try should ever underes-
timate the resolve of the
Chinese government and
people to defend China’s
territorial sovereignty…Ch-
ina will take steps to safe-
guard its lawful rights and
interests.” 

This shows China’s
formal position on ending
the standoff has not shif-
ted, notwithstanding the
July 27 talks in Beijing
between National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval and Chi-
na’s State Councillor Yang
Jiechi.

‘India may have cut
troops in Doklam’

This is the second rate cut
since the monetary policy
committee (MPC) began
functioning in October and
the first after the demonet-
isation in November-Decem-
ber last year. “Another im-
portant development noted
by the MPC is that inflation,
excluding food and fuel
which has hitherto been
sticky, has fallen signific-
antly in the past three
months. These factors,
along with normal and well-
distributed rainfall and the
smooth rollout of the GST,
opened up some space for
monetary policy accom-
modation,” Mr. Patel said. 

The MPC observed that
while inflation had fallen to
a historic low, a conclusive
segregation of transitory
and structural factors driv-
ing the disinflation was still
elusive. On the state of the
economy, the MPC said
there was an urgent need to
reinvigorate private invest-
ment, remove infrastructure
bottlenecks, and provide a
major thrust to the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. 

The RBI said the projec-
tion of real GVA growth for
2017-18 had been retained at
the June 2017 projection of
7.3%, with risks evenly
balanced.

RBI cuts repo rate 
by 25 bps to 6% 

compensation from default-
ing mining leaseholders.
The government had dis-
agreed, saying it would be
contrary to the statutory
scheme.

“In our opinion, there
can be no compromise on
the quantum of compensa-
tion that should be re-
covered from any defaulting
lessee (miner) - it should be
100%. The defaulting lessee
must bear the consequences
of the illegality,” Justice
Lokur reasoned.

The court’s decision to lay
down the law that miners
should reimburse to the
public the entire value of
the minerals they had ex-
tracted illegally comes des-
pite the SC’s own Central
Empowered Committee’s
advice to reduce the com-
pensation to 30% instead of
100%. 

The judgment records
that the Union too had
raised objections to the
court’s suggestion during
the hearing to squeeze 100%

Illegal miners must
pay back in full: SC

the Srinagar-Jammu highway
near Pampore, which left
eight CRPF personnel dead. 

“This year, Dujana was
sidelined. Our assessment
suggests that a foreigner,
Abu Ismail, who carried out

The Kashmir Valley re-
mained on edge on Wednes-
day in the wake of the killing
of Abu Dujana, a Lashkar-e-
Taiba militant leader, and his
local associate in an en-
counter on Tuesday.

The police said they had
asked Pakistan “to claim the
slain militant’s body”. “We
will request them [Pakistan
High Commission] to take
back Dujana’s body,” In-
spector-General of Police,
Kashmir, Muneer Khan said.

Dujana, 27, who the police
believe hailed from Gilgit-
Baltistan and was of Balti ori-
gin, was, however, given a
“silent burial” at Boniyar in
Baramulla, where most of
the foreign militants killed
this year were buried. 

Confirming reports of dif-
ferences between Lashkar
and Dujana, its “chief opera-
tional commander”, of late,
Mr. Khan said: “The LeT

sidelined him, which is why
the outfit didn’t pay tributes
to him. He didn’t follow the
policies of the outfit.”

Sources said the last
biggest attack carried out by
Dujana was in July 2016 on

the deadly attack on a police
party at Achabal and on Am-
arnath pilgrims this year,
was sent to replace Dujana,”
a top counter-insurgency of-
ficial said. “Dujana was a
master-strategist and organ-

ised most of his attacks on
the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way.” It remains to be seen if
the Lashkar will nominate
Ayoub Lone of Pulwama as
its new operations chief or
continue to assign the job to
a foreign handler, the official
said.

Kashmir shuts down
With separatists calling for a
shutdown, the authorities
imposed curfew-like restric-
tions in areas in five police
stations limits in Srinagar. 

The authorities on Wed-
nesday decided to extend
the closure of educational in-
stitutions in Srinagar and
Baramulla by one more day.

One more injured civilian,
Akeel Ahmad Bhat of Gabar-
pora-Haal, died in a Srinagar
hospital on Wednesday
morning. He was injured in
firing allegedly by security
forces when the local people
tried to reach the encounter
site. 

Lashkar militant given a ‘silent burial’ in Baramulla, but police have asked Pakistan to claim the body

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Sense of unease: CRPF personnel stopping people for a security check in Srinagar during a
lockdown on Wednesday. * NISSAR AHMAD

Now, impasse over Dujana’s body

India on Wednesday said
peace and tranquillity on
the border was the “pre-
requisite” for bilateral ties
even as military sources
denied any withdrawal of
forces from Doklam. The of-
ficial response from the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry came
after China, in a detailed 15-
page official statement, reit-
erated Beijing’s claim on the
Doklam region, and indic-
ated India had scaled down
its operation. 

“India’s position on this
issue and related facts have
been articulated in our
press statement of June 30,
2017. India considers that
peace and tranquillity in the
India-China border areas is

an important prerequisite
for smooth development of
our bilateral relations with
China,” the Ministry said. 

Military sources said
there had been no reduc-
tion in the presence of
troops in the Doklam. At
least 300 soldiers and 30
tents continued to remain in
Doklam, the sources said. 

In its June 30 statement,
India said its forces had in-
tervened in Doklam in the
“tradition of maintaining
close consultation on mat-
ters of mutual interest” with
Bhutan.

Indian actions followed
after the Foreign Ministry of
Bhutan said laying a motor-
able road by China in Dok-
lam was a violation by
China.

Border peace must
for China ties: India
Says no cut in troops in Doklam

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

The NDA’s vice-presidential
candidate, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, wrote to all members
of both Houses of Parliament
soliciting support for the
election on Saturday. In a
two-page letter dated August
1, Mr. Naidu said he would
“uphold the dignity of office
and protect our collective
constitutional inheritance”. 

Public life
In his letter, Mr. Naidu goes
into the details of his legislat-
ive experience and years in
public life, both in Andhra
Pradesh and at the Centre.
He is a “firm believer in the
principle of cooperative fed-

eralism”, a principle that
would guide him if elected
Chairperson of the the Rajya
Sabha. 

“The House of Elders may
be required to play an even
more important role in the
years ahead as we seek to

build a new and modern In-
dia that confers additional
rights on every citizen and
confers dignity on those who
had hitherto lacked the abil-
ity to take full advantage of
citizenship. As a rising na-
tion, we have the onerous re-
sponsibility of overcoming
poverty, illiteracy, social and
gender discrimination, cor-
ruption and debasement of
politics,” he said.

Referring to President
Ram Nath Kovind’s inaugural
address at the Central Hall of
Parliament that credited In-
dia’s unity in diversity for
the strength of the Republic,
he said it would be his job to
strengthen the hands of the
President.

Venkaiah seeks
backing of all MPs
NDA’s vice-presidential candidate writes two-page letter

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

M. Venkaiah Naidu

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday voiced apprehen-
sion over the possible mis-
use of personal data in the
public domain, saying the
race to maintain privacy
against the advent of tech-
nology was a losing battle.

A nine-judge Bench, led
by Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar, wrapped up the
marathon hearing of the ref-
erence on the question
whether privacy was a fun-
damental right or not, and
reserved its judgment.

The verdict is expected to
be pronounced before Au-
gust 27, prior to the retire-
ment of Chief Justice
Khehar.

Formidable line-up
A formidable line-up of
senior lawyers and legal ex-
perts participated in the
hearing, and argued on the
impact of a judicial declara-
tion that privacy was a fun-
damental right.

They included Attorney-
General K.K. Venugopal,
senior counsel Soli Sorab-
jee, Kapil Sibal, Gopal Sub-
ramanium, Shyam Divan,
Arvind Dattar, Anand
Grover, C.A. Sundaram,
Rakesh Dwivedi, Additional
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, Sajan Poovayya and
lawyers Vipin Nair, Arghaya
Sengupta and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan.

The Bench, which

mooted the suggestion of
framing “overarching”
guidelines to protect private
information in public do-
main, said there was a need
to “maintain the core of
privacy”.

“We are fighting a losing
battle of privacy. We do not
know for what purpose the
information will be used.
This is exactly a cause of
concern,” said the Bench,
which included Justices J.
Chelameswar, S.A. Bobde,
R.K. Agrawal, R.F. Nariman,
A.M. Sapre, D.Y.
Chandrachud, S.K. Kaul and
S. Abdul Nazeer.

Basic information
Mr. Dwivedi, who argued on
the last day, submitted that
providing basic personal in-
formation could not be
covered under the right to
privacy. However, the Bench
highlighted the need to
define privacy as India had
become a “knowledge-
based economy”, and had
nearly 1.4 billion people
whose personal information
was in the public domain.

It’s a losing battle
for privacy: SC
Hearing over, verdict likely this month

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHIThe Congress State unit in
Telangana reads Digvijaya
Singh’s exit as in charge of
party affairs in the State as
the central leadership’s de-
sire to put a full-time func-
tionary in his place ahead of
the Assembly polls in 2019.
More so because the party
has been in the doldrums in
the State ever since being all
but wiped out in 2014 follow-
ing the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh.

Mr. Singh’s “waning in-
terest” in party affairs in the
State and complaints about
“favouritism” led to his be-
ing relieved of charge of the
State, Congress leaders in
Hyderabad say. He is now
left with only Andhra Pra-
desh. 

But several senior central
leaders say this is also part of
Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi’s desire to
have an in-charge for each

State and fix accountability
on him or her. Koppula Raju,
AICC SC Cell Chairman, con-
sidered close to Mr. Gandhi,
said: “It [Mr. Singh’s exit] is a
part of the new policy and
nothing more than that.” 

So, for instance, recently,
party general secretary Am-
bika Soni is now in charge
only of J&K after Ut-
tarakhand, Punjab and Hi-
machal Pradesh had got oth-
ers. Party general secretary
B.K. Hariprasad is now left
with only Odisha after being
in charge of Chhattisgarh

and Jharkhand too. In Mr.
Singh’s case, he was earlier
relieved of Karnataka, which
goes to the polls next year,
and Goa. 

Many senior party leaders
said that Mr. Singh’s failure
to ensure the formation of a
Congress government in
Goa, where the party
emerged as the single largest
after elections earlier this
year, had annoyed the top
leadership. 

New appointees
Four general secretaries ap-
pointed in recent months —
Ashok Gehlot for Gujarat,
Sushil Kumar Shinde for Hi-
machal Pradesh, Avinash
Pande for Rajasthan and K.C.
Venugopal for Karnataka —
have all been given one State
each. And in the coming
months, other general sec-
retaries who have more than
one State are expected to
shed some of their respons-
ibilities to accommodate a
larger number of
functionaries.

Meanwhile, in Telangana,
a former AICC functionary
said, “Every senior leader of
stature had one or other is-
sue with Mr. Singh’s style of
functioning.” 

A Telangana unit office-
bearer added, “He used to
come to Hyderabad by the
morning flight and leave by
night. Is this the way the
party will grow in the State?
No effort was made by him
to interact with the district
leadership to assess the
ground situation.” 

After the party fared badly
in three byelections, includ-
ing to the Warangal Lok
Sabha seat, no review meet-
ing was held, he added.

They stressed that when
police high-handedness
against Dalits in Nerella was
highlighted, Mr. Singh failed
to visit the place. 

“When former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar can at-
tend the protest, his pres-
ence would have boosted
cadre morale,” another
leader said.

Or is his removal as Telangana in-charge part of one State, one functionary policy?

Ravi Reddy
R.Ravikanth Reddy
Smita Gupta

Hyderabad
NEW Delhi

Digvijaya Singh

Has Digvijaya been cut to size?

All the premises searched
were linked to the Minister’s
business interests that span
across real estate, educa-
tion, mining, power and
transport, sources said. 

CRPF personnel were
summoned to provide se-
curity during the raids and
the premises of Congress
MLC, S. Ravi, a relative of
the Minister, was also
searched. As many 39
search warrants were is-
sued, and it was the result of
an ongoing investigation,
claimed sources. 

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and sev-
eral State and national Con-
gress leaders termed the
raids “politically motivated

and vindictive.” “The use of
central para military forces
in an I-T search is condem-
nable. Violating rules ex-
poses political motivations
behind raids.” Mr. Siddara-
miah said.

Congress MLA from Gu-
jarat Shaktisinh Gohil stay-
ing at the resort urged the
SC to take suo motu cognis-
ance and provide security to
the MLAs, as there was an
“environment of fear cre-
ated in the resort by gun-
wielding security men.”
There were protests by
Youth Congress workers in
front of Mr. Shivakumar’s
residence in Bengaluru, I-T
offices in Hubbali and
Mangaluru. 

₹10 crore seized from
Congress Minister

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed the Central
Goods and Services Tax
(Extension to Jammu and
Kashmir) Bill, 2017 and the
Integrated Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (Extension to
Jammu and Kashmir) Bill,
2017, that had been cleared
as an ordinance by the
Cabinet earlier. It was de-
scribed by Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley as a step
that would help in greater
economic integration of
J&K with the rest of the
country. 

Earlier, the Congress
had moved a statutory res-
olution disapproving of the
move. Adhir Ranjan Chow-
dhury, MP, moving the res-
olution, said, “Given the
sensitivity of J&K, you [the
government] should have
been better prepared be-
fore introducing the tax re-
gime.” 

Lok Sabha
clears J&K
GST Bills
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared a pro-
posal to extend proxy vot-
ing to overseas Indians by
amending electoral laws, a
senior government func-
tionary said.

For overseas Indians,
the Representation of the
People Act needs to be
amended to include proxy
voting as other means to
cast their votes.

While non-resident Indi-
ans and overseas Indians
are free to cast their votes
in constituencies where
they are registered, accord-
ing to the proposal, they
would also be allowed to
use the option of proxy,
which as of now is only
available to service
personnel.

Nod for
proxy voting
for NRIs 
Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced a reward of ₹10
lakh for information on the
whereabouts of Sarang
Akolkar and Vinay Pawar,
two absconding activists of
the fringe right-wing group
Sanatan Sanstha who are ac-
cused in the murder of vet-
eran Communist leader and
rationalist Govind Pansare.

Mr. Pansare, along with
his wife Ms. Uma, was re-
peatedly shot at by motor-
cycle-borne assailants while
returning from a morning
walk in Kolhapur's Sagar Mal
locality on February 16,
2015. While Ms. Pansare sur-

vived, the communist leader
succumbed to his wounds in
Mumbai's Breach Candy Hos-
pital on February 20.

“While the Special Invest-
igation Team (SIT) and the
Kolhapur police are leaving
no stone unturned in their
investigations, in a bid to fur-
ther accelerate the pace of
the probe, the SIT had sent a
proposal to the State govern-
ment on this count request-
ing the government for an-
nouncing a reward of ₹10
lakh for anyone giving spe-
cific information on Akolkar
and Pawar. The government
has accepted our proposal,”
said Vishwas Nangre-Patil,
Inspector-General (IG) of Po-
lice, Kolhapur Range. 

A Kolhapur court has
already issued non-bailable
warrants against the duo. 

In March this year, the
Central Bureau of Informa-
tion (CBI) had announced a
cash reward of ₹5 lakh for in-
formation on the where-
abouts on Pawar and
Akolkar in connection with
the 2013 murder in Pune of
eminent rationalist-thinker
Dr. Narendra Dabholkar.

Crucial link
A crucial link to the murders
is the arrested Virendra
Tawde, an ENT specialist,
who worked actively for the
radical Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti (HJS) — a splinter of
the Goa-based Sanatan

Sanstha.
From the CBI’s scrutiny of

Tawde’s e-mail and call re-
cords, it has emerged that
Tawde allegedly master-
minded Dr. Dabholkar’s
murder, while the actual ex-
ecution was carried out by
Akolkar and another San-
atan activist Rudra Patil,
both of who are on the run
since the 2009 Goa blast. 

The CBI probe has de-
termined that Tawde nur-
tured a virulent hatred to-
wards both the murdered
rationalists and had disrup-
ted their public addresses in
Kolhapur. The SIT too has
grilled Tawde to ascertain
his specific role in Mr.
Pansare's murder. 

Fadnavis govt. seeks whereabouts of Sanatan Sanstha’s Sarang Akolkar, Vinay Pawar

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Govt. announces ₹10 lakh for
clues to Govind Pansare’s killers

Deputy general secretary of
the AIADMK T.T.V.
Dinakaran, on Tuesday, an-
nounced that the party
would support Venkaiah
Naidu for Vice-President of
India. 

He was in Bengaluru to
meet with party general sec-
retary Sasikala at Bangalore
Central Jail, Parappana
Agrahara. Mr. Dinakaran
said he had discussed the is-
sue with her and got her
consent to go ahead and
support Mr. Naidu. 

AIADMK to support BJP 
in Vice-President poll 
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru
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NEWS

(From left): A CRPF man 
on guard during the raid in
Bengaluru; Congress MLAs
at the Eagleton resort
when I-T officials arrived
for raids; money recovered
from the Minister’s
residence in Delhi.

* G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

The Income-Tax raids on the
premises of Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and his
close aides have sent shock-
waves among leaders of the
ruling Congress in
Karnataka, with apprehen-
sions of taxmen soon knock-
ing on their doors.

Holding a press meet even
as the raids were on, Water
Resources Minister M.B. Patil
lashed out at the Modi gov-
ernment for “misusing the
I-T officials” and said, “I am
next in line. The I-T depart-
ment is being misused for
political witch-hunting.” 

Several Ministers and
Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) function-
aries held separate press
conferences stating that the
raids were part of an all-out

effort to demoralise the Sid-
daramaiah government
ahead of the 2018 Assembly
poll.

Mr. Patil’s was among the
names which allegedly
figured in the seized pages of
the diary of K. Govindaraj,
an influential MLC and close
confidant of the CM whose
house was raided in March
2016. Several other names
(or initials linked to Minis-
ters), purportedly showing a
money trail to leaders in
Delhi, were also allegedly
mentioned in the diary
pages. A few months ago, I-T
raids were conducted on the
residences of Minister
Ramesh Jharkiholi, KPCC
women’s wing president Lak-
shmi Hebbalkar and Con-
gress MLA M.T.B. Nagaraj.

Diary seizure 
The case against Mr. Shivaku-

mar has its roots in the diary
seized during the raid on Mr.
Govindaraj, I-T sources said.
The diary, contents of which
were allegedly leaked to sec-
tions of the media, had ini-
tials allegedly referring to
several Congress leaders and
the election funds they mo-

bilised. Five Ministers includ-
ing Mr. Shivakumar were
summoned by the I-T depart-
ment in connection with the
case in December 2016. All
of them including Mr. Govin-
daraj denied they had any-
thing to do with the diary.

I-T sources said the Minis-

ter was on their radar from
then and that he is not the
only Karnataka Congress
leader they are probing into.
Recent I-T raids against Ms.
Hebbalkar also yielded in-
formation about Mr. Shivaku-
mar’s alleged interests in sev-
eral sectors, they said. 

“The search under Sec-
tion 132 of the Income Tax
Act is an evidence gathering
exercise, which is being car-
ried out in compliance with
all statutory requirements.
The search is the continu-
ation of an investigation,
which has been in progress
for a considerable period of
time,” a statement from the
I-T Department said. Search
operations were conducted
on the premises of a city-
based public listed realty
firm, a private bus transport
firm and an export firm that
mainly dealt with gold.

Raids leave Congress leaders in Karnataka jittery
Income Tax department being misused for political witch-hunting, says Water Resources Minister

Under the lens: A scene at the residence of D.K. Shivakumar
during the I-T raid in Bengaluru on Wednesday. * SUDHAKARA JAIN

Nagesh Prabhu
K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj

BENGALURU

him the go-to man for situ-
ations, like safeguarding
MLAs from Gujarat at a re-
sort on the outskirts of
Bengaluru.

Managing campaigns
In the past, he has been en-
trusted with managing cam-
paigns for key candidates
and is currently the chair-
man of the party’s cam-
paign committee for the
2018 Assembly polls. 

His brother, D.K. Suresh,
two-time MP, represents the
Bengaluru Rural Lok Sabha
constituency, and together,
the brothers wield consider-
able clout in Bengaluru
Urban, Bengaluru Rural and
Ramangaram districts
where they successfully
decimated the JD(S).

Mr. Shivakumar owns or
is involved in companies or
trusts that have interests in
education, real estate, min-
ing, power, transport and
his links with powerful in-
dustry barons had made
him a force to reckon with
in the Congress. 

His position in the party
has remained undiluted des-
pite allegations of corrup-
tion from his political op-
ponents. In fact, he was
initially not included in Mr.
Siddaramiah’s Cabinet, but
was later given the key port-
folio, many believe because
of his proximity to the party
high command. 

Formidable record
Electorally, he has had a for-
midable record and in 2013
won the Kanakapura con-
stituency by polling
1,00,007 votes against JD(S)

veteran leader P.G.R.
Sindhia. So far, he has

lost an election only
once, in 2002, in the
Lok Sabha by-elec-
tions to former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve

Gowda in Kanakapura.

Shivakumar: The go-to
man for the Congress
Considered close to high command 

Nagesh Prabhu

BENGALURU

Never has a Rajya Sabha elec-
tion been contested as
keenly as is being fought in
Gujarat, involving two polit-
ical heavyweights: Ahmed
Patel of the Congress and
Amit Shah of the BJP.

The high-stake battle for a
seat in the Upper House has
turned into a full-fledged
political war where money
and muscle power, along
with apparent misuse of
agencies, are on ample
display.

Toughest battle
Seeking his fifth term in the
Rajya Sabha, Mr. Patel, one
of the most trusted aides of
the Gandhi family, is facing
the toughest battle of his
political life.

This year, as soon as Mr.
Patel filed his nomination pa-

pers, his party suffered a
huge setback when three of
its total 57 legislators
resigned and one of them,
Balwantsinh, became a BJP
candidate to take on Ahmed
bhai, once his political
mentor.

Subsequently, three more
legislators resigned, forcing
the Congress leadership to
sequester away the remain-
ing legislators, fearing more
resignations and switch

overs ahead of the voting.
Moreover, seven more MLAs
led by former Leader of Op-
position Shankersinh Va-
ghela have rebelled against
the party, though they have
not resigned as legislators
but are likely to cross vote
against Mr. Patel.

“We have adequate num-
bers to ensure Ahmed bhai’s

victory. Besides the 44 MLAs
of our party, we have the
support of NCP, JD (U) and

GPP legislators,” Congress
chief whip Shailesh Parmar
told The Hindu.

“As of now, it looks like
Ahmed bhai will scrape
through with help of three
outsiders because
Shankersinh Vaghela and
Balwantsinh have not been
able to get 17-18 more mem-
bers that they were talking
about,” a political insider
from Gandhinagar told The

Hindu.

Ahmed Patel may scrape through
Money and
muscle power on
ample display

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

The Congress on Wednesday
lashed out at the Modi gov-
ernment for “misusing”
central forces to “intimidate
and terrorise” its Gujarat
MLAs lodged in a resort near
Bengaluru ahead of the Ra-
jya Sabha polls. This came
shortly after the deployment
of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), without con-
sulting the State govern-
ment, and the Income-Tax
raids on properties linked to
Karnataka Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, who owns
the resort.

Leader of the Congress in
the Lok Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge said, at least four of
the 44 Congress MLAs from
Gujarat were also ques-
tioned by the central forces
as to when and why they
had come to the resort. Con-
gress MP Jairam Ramesh
charged the BJP with “wa-
ging war” against the Con-
gress in a “premeditated
conspiracy”, and said the
Centre’s actions amounted
to an attack on democracy
and the federal structure.

Ahead of the RS polls in
Gujarat, where the BJP has
the numbers for two seats,

and the Congress for one,
the BJP has fielded a third
candidate to try and see
whether it can defeat the
Congress nominee, Ahmed
Patel, the political secretary
to Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. 

Kharge confident
In recent days, the Congress
took the extreme step of
moving the bulk of its MLAs
to Benguluru after six of
them resigned from the
party – one of them is the
third BJP candidate. Mr.
Kharge, however, expressed
confidence that Mr. Patel
would win his RS seat “with
a majority despite the use of
manpower, money power,
muscle power and ‘Modi

power’ by the ruling BJP.”
Meanwhile in Jaipur,

senior Congress leader
Ashok Gehlot condemned
the raid at the Bengaluru re-
sort. He called it a “deliber-
ate attempt” to intimidate
the legislators and said its
timing indicated panic in the
BJP. Mr. Gehlot, who is Con-
gress general secretary in-
charge of Gujarat and
former Rajasthan CM said
the postponement of the Ra-
jya Sabha elections and al-
lowing NOTA in the polls has
showed BJP’s frustration.
“PM Narendra Modi and BJP
president Amit Shah are
bent upon murdering demo-
cracy. Nobody knows where
they will take the country,”
he said.

‘BJP waging war against us in a premeditated conspiracy’

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Seeking security: Congress leaders, led by Kapil Sibal and
Manish Tewari, after meeting Chief Election Commissioner in
New Delhi on Wednesday. * SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

MLAs at resort were
questioned, claims Cong.

As the Congress attacked
the Centre for “weakening
the federal structure” by
sending central forces to
Bengaluru to raid the prop-
erties linked to Karnataka
Minister D.K Shivakumar
without the consent of the
State government, Home
Ministry spokesperson
Ashok Prasad clarified that
the forces were sent for the
“personal security of the
Income-Tax officials”.

“It is a very clear viola-
tion. We are a federal coun-
try.... This cannot be ac-
cepted,” Congress leader
Anand Sharma said in the
Rajya Sabha.

Last year, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee wrote to Home
Minister Rajnath Singh call-
ing the decision to deploy
CRPF personnel for provid-
ing “security” to Income-
Tax officials during a raid
in Kolkata as “blatantly un-
constitutional”. 

A Home Ministry official
said that conventionally an
Income-Tax team takes the
help of the local police but
“in 20-25% cases, where ut-
most secrecy has to be
maintained or when the
case is sensitive, the Cent-
ral forces are
requisitioned.”

‘Central
forces sent
for I-T team’
Special Corrrespondent 

New Delhi

The Congress and the BJP
seem to be on the same
page as far as the use of
‘None Of The Above’ (NOTA)
option is concerned in the
upcoming polls for the three
Rajya Sabha seats from the
Gujarat Legislature.

Even as Congress chief
whip Shailesh Manubhai
Parmar in the Gujarat As-
sembly approached the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday
to quash a Vidhan Sabha cir-
cular of August 1, 2017 to in-
clude NOTA option in the
ballot papers for the upcom-
ing polls, the BJP ap-
proached the Election Com-
mission of India for removal
of NOTA from the Rajya
Sabha elections.

The Supreme Court
agreed to list Mr. Parmar’s
petition for an urgent hear-
ing on August 3. Mr. Parmar

argued that the use of NOTA
would be unconstitutional.

BJP national general sec-
retary Bhupendra Yadav led
a party delegation to the EC
offices at Nirvachan Sadan
to submit a memorandum.

Since there was no
secrecy in Rajya Sabha elec-
tion, NOTA is not of much
use, the party said. Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said
the parties issue whip for
these elections and NOTA
option went “against the
nature of the whip”.

Congress, BJP not
in favour of NOTA
Supreme Court to hear issue today

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Karnataka’s Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar is arguably
one of the richest politicians
in the State with declared
assets of over ₹200 crore, as
per his election affidavit
filed in 2013. 

Hailing from a modest
agrarian family with no ma-
jor political background, his
rise in politics is the result of
strong grass root political
management coupled with
financial muscle. 

Vokkaliga caste
The six-time MLA, who be-
longs to the powerful Vokk-
aliga caste and won his first
election in 1989, rose to
political prominence during
the S.M. Krishna govern-
ment (1999-2004). 

Though he became a
minister for the first time in
S. Bangarappa’s Cabinet
between 1991-92, it was in
Mr. Krishna’s Cabinet that
he was regarded the most
powerful Minister with the
Urban Development and Co-
operation portfolios. 

Known for his proximity
to the old guard within the
party, he is not considered
as one of Chief Minister Sid-
daramiah’s loyalists. 

However, his proximity to
the central leadership and
ability for grass root polit-
ical management have made
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House holds debate on
trial against Temer
BRASILIA

Brazil’s lower house of
Congress got off to a raucous
start on Wednesday in a
debate on whether to send
President Michel Temer to
face trial on a corruption
charge. If two-thirds of
deputies in the lower house
of Congress accept the
charge, Mr. Temer will be
suspended for 180 days and
face trial at the Supreme
Court. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Qatar inks deal for navy
vessels with Italy
DOHA

Qatar has concluded a €5
billion ($5.91 billion) deal
with Italy for seven navy
vessels, the Qatari Foreign
Minister said on Wednesday.
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman al-Thani made
the announcement at a news
conference with his Italian
counterpart Angelino Alfano
in Doha . REUTERS

Probe against General
over mistreatment
SEOUL

A South Korean four-star
General, Park Chan-Ju, and
his wife treated soldiers
assigned to their home like
“slaves”, forcing them to
retrieve golf balls and pick up
toenail clippings, a rights
group alleged, prompting
officials to launch a probe on
Wednesday. REUTERS

Terror attack targets
Russia’ s Syria embassy
MOSCOW

The Russian embassy in
Damascus was targeted in a
mortar attack on Wednesday,
though none of the embassy
staff were hurt, Russia’s
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement. The Ministry
condemned what it called “a
terrorist attack” carried out
from “positions of terrorist
gangs”. Reuters

The U.S. is willing to talk to
North Korea, provided it
agrees to the condition that
such talks will move towards
its de-nuclearisation, Secret-
ary of State Rex Tillerson
said on Tuesday, reiterating
the U.S. position that has so
far been unacceptable to Py-
ongyang. 

Mr. Tillerson did not rule
out a military strike against
North Korea in remarks that
were overall not strident at
the State Department on
Tuesday. Rooting for a diplo-
matic breakthrough in a
crisis that is snowballing fast
as the first major test for the
six-month old administra-
tion of President Donald
Trump, Mr. Tillerson said:
“We have reaffirmed our po-
sition towards North Korea,
that what we are doing, we
do not seek a regime change;
we do not seek the collapse
of the regime; we do not
seek an accelerated reunific-
ation of the peninsula; we do

not seek an excuse to send
our military north of the
38th parallel (border
between North and South
Koreas)... And we’re trying
to convey to the North
Koreans we are not your en-
emy, we are not your threat,
but you are presenting an
unacceptable threat to us,
and we have to respond.”

North Korea has conduc-
ted two ICBM tests last

month and its leader Kim
Jong-un has claimed the
“whole U.S. mainland” is
now within range. The U.S.
has taken the threat seri-
ously. Last month, National
Security Adviser H.R. Mc-
Master said war plans were
under way, at the instruction
of the President. CIA Chief
Mike Pompeo said recently
that regime change could
also be an option. 

The U.S. and its allies flew
bombers over the Korean
Peninsula in a show of
strength on Sunday, after the
second ICBM test. As ten-
sions rose, South Korean
President Moon Jae-in has
agreed to deploy more mis-
sile interceptor systems —
American-made Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense
or THAAD — in response, in-
dicating a turnaround in his
position. 

Around 30,000 American
troops are located in South
Korea, which will be the first
target of any North Korean
retaliation. 

Military option 
Meanwhile, Republican Sen-
ator Lindsey Graham said on
Tuesday that Mr. Trump has
assured him that if “thou-
sands die”, they will die in
North Korea, and not in
America. “There is a military
option to destroy North
Korea’s (missile) programme
and North Korea itself... If
there’s going to be a war to

stop them, it will be over
there. If thousands die,
they’re going to die over
there, they’re not going to
die here and (Trump) told
me that to my face,’ Mr. Gra-
ham told a TV show. 

Responding to Mr. Gra-
ham’s remarks, White House
Press Secretary Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders said: “The Pres-
ident obviously has been
very outspoken about how
he feels about North Korea.
We are weighing all options,
keeping all options on the
table, and as we have said
many times, we are not go-
ing to broadcast what we are
going to do.”

Mr. Tillerson also made
overtures to China, citing its
“unique” relationship with
North Korea and seeking its
help to turn the situation.
President Donald Trump has
been expressing his disap-
pointment with China in
hostile terms in recent
weeks, as North Korea con-
tinued with its missile test-
ing. 

Ready to talk to N. Korea: Tillerson
‘We’re not seeking regime change, we’re trying to convey to North Koreans that we’re not your enemy’

Show of strength An unarmed Minuteman III is launched
during an operational test at the Vandenberg Air Force Base,
California, on Wednesday. * REUTERS

Varghese K. George

Washington

The White House is prepar-
ing to open a broad investig-
ation into China’s trade
practices, according to
people with knowledge of
the Trump administration’s
plans, amid growing worries
in the U.S. over a Chinese
government-led effort to
make the country a global
leader in microchips, elec-
tric cars and other crucial
technologies of the future.

The move, which could
come in the next several
days, signals a shift by the
administration away from
its emphasis on greater co-
operation between Wash-
ington and Beijing, in part
because administration offi-
cials have become frus-
trated by China’s reluctance
to confront North Korea
over its nuclear and ballistic
missile programmes.

The investigation will fo-
cus on alleged Chinese viol-
ations of U.S. intellectual
property, according to three
people with detailed know-
ledge of the administration’s
plans. The people spoke on
the condition of anonymity
because the deliberations
were not yet public.

Any move by the Trump
administration to punish
China over its trade prac-
tices would raise tensions
within the world’s largest
trade relationship. China’s
export sector still contrib-
utes heavily to its economic
growth despite Beijing’s ef-
forts to diversify its eco-
nomy, and China represents
a lucrative market for U.S.
automakers, technology
companies like Apple, farm-
ers and many others.

Still, China’s industrial
ambitions — and growing
frustration among U.S. com-
panies doing business there
— have become harder for
U.S. officials to ignore.

China’s policy to become

a leading manufacturer by
2025 in the fields of driver-
less cars, medical devices,
semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, robotics and
many other technologies
has caught the attention of
officials in President Donald
Trump’s administration.
The policy, known as Made
in China 2025, sets goals for
China to be a global leader
in 10 fields with the help of
huge infusions of state
money and the protection
of those industries from U.S.
competitors.

At the same time, the
Chinese government has de-
manded that U.S. compan-
ies cut the licensing fees that
they charge for key patents
and has insisted that com-
panies set up joint ventures
to do business in China.

Data centres
In recent months, citing cy-
bersecurity concerns,
Chinese officials have said
international technology
companies like Apple,
Amazon and Microsoft must
set up China-based data
centres if they want to do
business there. Chinese offi-
cials have also demanded
that Western automakers
move much of their re-
search into electric cars to
China. Chinese officials did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment. He
Weiwen, a former Com-
merce Ministry official and
long-time trade expert who
is now a senior fellow at the
Center for China and Global-
ization, a Beijing research
group, said the Chinese gov-
ernment would study any
U.S. trade case before decid-
ing how to respond and
whether to seek interven-
tion from the World Trade
Organization.

“China thinks that the bi-
lateral trade relation is gov-
erned by WTO rules, not
American domestic law.” NYT

U.S. to prepare trade
case against China
To probe if Beijing violated IP laws

Keith Bradsher

Washington

U.S. President Donald Trump
has signed into law new sanc-
tions against Russia that were
passed overwhelmingly by
Congress last week and that
run counter to his desire to
improve relations with Mo-
scow. A White House official
said on Wednesday he had
signed the Bill, and White
House adviser Kellyanne
Conway confirmed this dur-
ing an interview with Fox
News.

Given the delay since Con-
gress approved the legisla-
tion last Thursday, there had

been speculation that he
might be resisting signing a
Bill that has already pro-
voked countermeasures by
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

Congress approved the
sanctions to punish the Rus-
sian government over inter-
ference in the 2016 presiden-
tial election, annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea and other
perceived violations of inter-
national norms. Mr. Trump,
who has long said he would
like better relations with Rus-
sia, grudgingly accepted the
sanctions, which also include
Iran and North Korea. 

Trump signs Russia
sanctions Bill
Law approved by Congress last week

Agence France-Presse

Washington

A bipartisan group of influ-
ential lawmakers from both
the House and Senate has
urged U.S. President Donald
Trump to crackdown on jobs
outsourcing companies and
reform the H-1B and L-1 visa
systems.

“We write because for far
too long the H-1B visa has
been abused by some cor-
porations as a way to dis-
place American workers
with cheap foreign labour.
We urge you to use your au-
thority as President to the
greatest extent possible to

stop H-1B abuses, but we be-
lieve reform also must hap-
pen legislatively because of
loopholes in the law,” the
lawmakers said in a letter to
the President.

In the letter dated July 27,
which was released on Tues-
day, they said the pieces of
legislation introduced by
them close these loopholes
and overhaul the visa pro-
grammes to protect Amer-
ican workers and crack
down on outsourcing com-
panies which deprive quali-
fied Americans of high-skill
jobs. “This bipartisan bill
will restore the H-1B visa

program[me] to its original
intent, protect American
workers, and preserve the
limited H-1B visas for high-
skilled foreign workers,” the
letter said.

Led by Congressman Bill
Pascrell, the letter was
signed by Senator Richard
Durbin, Congressmen Dave
Brat, Ro Khanna and Paul A
Gosar among others.

The lawmakers said their
legislation provides protec-
tions for American workers
and visa holders as it calls
for more transparency in the
recruitment of foreign
workers.

Congressmen urge U.S. President
to reform H-1B programme
Bipartisan group seeks to close loopholes, protect workers

Press Trust of India

Washington

Turnout figures in
Venezuela’s Constituent As-
sembly election were manip-
ulated up by least one million
votes, Smartmatic, a com-
pany which has worked with
Venezuela since 2004 on its
voting system, said on
Wednesday.

“We know, without any
doubt, that the turnout of the
recent election for a National
Constituent Assembly was
manipulated,” Smartmatic
CEO Antonio Mugica said at a
news briefing in London. 

Mr. Mugica said Smart-
matic, which has provided
electronic voting technology
for elections around the
world, was able to detect the
overstated officially an-
nounced turnout because of
Venezuela’s automated elec-

tion system. “We estimate the
difference between the actual
participation and the one an-
nounced by authorities is at
least one million votes,” he
said. 

Mr. Mugica declined to dir-
ectly answer whether the ma-
nipulated turnout numbers
changed the result of the
election, in which authorities
said 8.1 million people voted.

‘Illegitimate vote’
The election of the legislative
super-body has been decried
by critics as illegitimate and
designed to give the unpopu-
lar government of President
Nicolas Maduro powers to re-
write the Constitution and
sideline the Opposition-led
Congress.

Mr. Mugica said the au-
thorities in Venezuela would
likely not be sympathetic to

his comments and that he
had not yet passed the evid-
ence to Venezuela’s electoral
council. The National Elec-
tions Council did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

Meanwhile the govern-
ment said it is close to con-
vening the Constituent As-
sembly. Tareck El Aissami,
the Venezuelan Vice Presid-
ent whom the U.S. has ac-
cused of drug trafficking, said
the newly elected Constituent
Assembly would be conven-
ing “within hours.” 

In remarks shown on state
television, Mr. Aissami said
the results from Sunday’s
election had been reviewed
and the 545 Assembly mem-
bers would soon take the
reins of the nation’s govern-
ment. He didn’t give a spe-
cific time.

‘Venezuelan vote turnout
figures manipulated’ 
Election tech company says figures were overstated by 1 mn

Reuters

London

New launch system: An F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter jet after being launched from the U.S. Navy’s new warship, USS Gerald R.
Ford, earlier in the week. This marked the first-ever launch and recovery using the U.S. Navy’s new electromagnetic catapult
system. * REUTERS

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Catapulted up

A suicide bomber struck a
NATO convoy near the
southern Afghan city of
Kandahar on Wednesday,
the U.S. military said,
adding that there were cas-
ualties but without provid-
ing more information. 

The Taliban promptly
took responsibility for the
attack, and a spokesman
for the insurgents said the
bombing allegedly killed 15
soldiers, a claim that ap-
peared exaggerated as
many similar Taliban
claims have been in the
past. 

Lt. Damien E. Horvath, a
military spokesman, could
not say how many casual-
ties there were, or provide
their nationalities. 

The NATO mission,
known as Resolute Sup-
port, “can confirm that a
NATO convoy was attacked
in Kandahar. The attack
did cause casualties,” he
said. 

In their claim of re-
sponsibility, the Taliban
also said the attack des-
troyed two armoured
tanks. The insurgents’
spokesman for southern
Afghanistan, Qari Yusuf
Ahmadi, said fighter
Asadullah Kandahari was
the “hero” who carried out
the attack with a small
pick-up truck, packed with
explosives. 

Kandahar province was
the Taliban spiritual heart-
land and the headquarters
of their leadership during
the five-year rule of the
Taliban, which ended with
the U.S. invasion in 2001. 

The combined U.S. and
NATO troop contingent
currently in Afghanistan is
about 13,500. The Trump
administration is deciding
whether to send about
4,000 or more U.S. sol-
diers to Afghanistan in an
attempt to stem Taliban
gains. 

The attack came as
Afghan authorities in west-
ern Herat province
tightened security ahead of
a mass funeral for the vic-
tims there of an attack the
previous evening that
killed 29. 

Taliban
strike NATO
convoy 
Associated Press

Kandahar

Pakistan’s new Prime Minis-
ter Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
on Wednesday met his pre-
decessor Nawaz Sharif to
“consult” him before final-
ising his Cabinet, the state
media reported.

The two met at Mr.
Sharif ’s private residence in
the hill resort of Murree
near Islamabad where Mr.
Sharif has been staying
since he vacated the official
residence two days ago after
the Supreme Court disquali-
fied him over the Panama
Papers scandal.

Shahbaz also present
Shahbaz Sharif, who will
take over from Mr. Abbasi
after he is elected to the Na-
tional Assembly, was also
present during the meeting,
the Pakistan TV reported.

Mr. Abbasi, a die-hard
Nawaz Sharif loyalist, was
on Tuesday elected as the
interim Prime Minister by
the National Assembly. He
was later sworn in by Presid-

ent Mamnoon Hussain.
Mr. Abbasi has said that

Mr. Sharif may have been
disqualified by the Supreme
Court but remains the
“people’s Premier”. He has
praised Mr. Sharif ’s leader-
ship and criticised Opposi-
tion parties for accusing him
of corruption.

“It is my firm belief that
Nawaz Sharif will return to
the seat of premiership,” he
said.

Abbasi meets Sharif
Consults predecessor over Cabinet
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Supporters of former PM
Nawaz Sharif rally
in Karachi on Tuesday. * AP

The China-Pakistan Friend-
ship Highway runs over
1,300 km from the far west-
ern Chinese city of Kashgar
through the world’s highest
mountain pass and across
the border.

For China, the two-lane
thoroughfare symbolises a
blossoming partnership,
nourished with tens of bil-
lions of dollars of infrastruc-
ture investment.

But for many Pakistani
businessmen living and
working on the Chinese side
of the border, the road is a
one-way street.

‘All about China’
“China says our friendship is
as high as the Himalayas and
as deep as the sea, but it has
no heart,” said Pakistani
businessman Murad Shah, as
he tended his shop in
Tashkurgan, 120 km from
the mountain pass where
trucks line up to cross
between China’s vast Xinji-

ang region and Pakistan.
“There is no benefit for

Pakistan. It’s all about ex-
panding China’s growth,”
Mr. Shah said, as he
straightened a display of pre-
cious stones.

The remote town of
around 9,000 is at the geo-
graphic heart of Beijing’s
plans to build a major trade
artery — the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) —
connecting Kashgar to the
Arabian Sea port of Gwadar.

The project is a crown

jewel of China’s One Belt,
One Road (OBOR) initiative,
a massive global infrastruc-
ture programme to revive
the ancient Silk Road and
connect Chinese companies
to new markets around the
world.

In 2013, Beijing and Is-
lamabad signed agreements
worth $46 billion to build
transport and energy infra-
structure along the corridor,
and China has upgraded the
treacherous mountain road
better known as the

Karakoram Highway.
While both countries say

the project is mutually bene-
ficial, data shows a different
story. Pakistan’s exports to
China fell by almost 8% in
the second half of 2016,
while imports jumped by al-
most 29%. In May, Pakistan
accused China of flooding its
market with cut rate steel
and threatened to respond
with high tariffs.

Pakistani businessmen in
Xinjiang see few benefits
from CPEC, complaining of
intrusive security and capri-
cious customs
arrangements.

“If you bring anything
from China, no problem,”
said Muhammad, a trader in
the ancient Silk Road city of
Kashgar, who declined to
give his full name.

But he said tariffs on im-
ported Pakistani goods are
“not declared. Today it’s 5%,
tomorrow maybe 20. Some-
times, they just say this is
not allowed”. 

Three years ago, Mr. Shah

was charged between eight
and 15 yuan per kilo to bring
lapis lazuli, a blue stone. The
duty has since soared to 50
yuan per kilo, he said.

While large-scale import-
ers can absorb the tariffs, in-
dependent Pakistani traders
have benefited little from
CPEC, said Hasan Karrar,
political economy professor
at the Lahore University of
Management Sciences.

Traders also face over-
bearing security in China.

Over the last year, Beijing
has flooded Xinjiang, which
has a large Muslim popula-
tion, with tens of thousands
of security personnel and
imposed draconian rules to
eliminate “extremism”.

Back in Kashgar, Mr.
Muhammad hopes that
CPEC will make life better,
but he believes the oppress-
ive security will remain an
obstacle. He plans to give it
another three years. But, he
said, he cannot wait forever:
“Many people have already
gone back.”

Sino-Pak. highway, a one-way street?
Pakistani traders complain of intrusive security, capricious customs arrangements
Agence France-Presse

Tashkurgan

An unequal partnership? A woman herding her goats near the
Karakoram mountain range, near Tashkurgan, Xinjiang. * AFP
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BUSINESS

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1772.10. . . . . . . 34.35

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411.25. . . . . . . . . 7.25

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 266.60. . . . . . . . . 5.80

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1144.50. . . . . . . . -3.70

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 731.05. . . . . . . . -3.40

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516.90. . . . . . . . . 0.35

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2802.90. . . . . . -20.50

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 163.40. . . . . . . . -0.10

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415.85. . . . . . . . -1.20

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25029.75. . . . . 363.25

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486.30. . . . . . . . . 0.70

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568.55. . . . . . . . . 6.10

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250.85. . . . . . . . -0.60

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2378.55. . . . . . -53.00

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 31153.80. . . -351.00

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 369.90. . . . . . . . -3.95

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 882.00. . . . . . . . -2.20

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1766.40. . . . . . -12.70

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1791.65. . . . . . . . -5.55

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3802.60. . . . . . . 74.75

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228.20. . . . . . . . . 2.45

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1168.75. . . . . . . . -5.20

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1195.75. . . . . . -29.45

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301.85. . . . . . . . -0.75

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1658.75. . . . . . . . -6.95

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 397.85. . . . . . . . -5.85

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993.35. . . . . . -12.20

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 370.10. . . . . . . . -0.25

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285.45. . . . . . . . -2.40

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1010.90. . . . . . . . -4.40

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1176.80. . . . . . -13.25

Lupin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1034.95. . . . . . . 17.05

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1414.60. . . . . . -14.65

Maurti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 7795.50. . . . . . -60.60

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171.85. . . . . . . . . 6.65

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.40. . . . . . . . -2.00

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 221.80. . . . . . . . -2.60

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1629.20. . . . . . . 25.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307.70. . . . . . . . -1.30

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523.55. . . . . . -10.25

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440.35. . . . . . . . -6.55

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 260.45. . . . . . . . -2.15

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.60. . . . . . . . -0.20

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 569.25. . . . . . . . -3.15

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2473.80. . . . . . -27.85

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 402.05. . . . . . . . -0.40

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4087.45. . . . . . . 19.60

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280.95. . . . . . . . -1.10

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293.80. . . . . . . . -1.00

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1829.00. . . . . . . . . 1.75

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 540.30. . . . . . . . -3.30

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 02

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.50. . . . . . . 63.82

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.11. . . . . . . 75.49

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.98. . . . . . . 84.40

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.34. . . . . . . 57.63

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.44. . . . . . . . . 9.49

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.53. . . . . . . 65.87

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.70. . . . . . . 46.94

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 50.58. . . . . . . 50.84

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.82. . . . . . . 14.91

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

August 02 rates in rupees with previ-
ous rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 40.90. . . . . (41.70)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,727. . . . . (2,736)

market watch

02-08-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,477 ddddddddddddd-0.30 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 63.70 ddddddddddddddd0.57

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,450 ddddddddddddd-0.27

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.01 ddddddddddddd-0.24

With its earlier policies fail-
ing to attract electronic chip
makers to invest in India, the
government is now looking
to rework policy to incentiv-
ise technology firms and in-
vestors to set up semicon-
ductor wafer manufacturing
units in the country.

In February 2014, the
Union Cabinet had approved
two proposals for setting up
of semiconductor wafer fab-
rication units, or fabs, in the
country. 

While the Jaiprakash Asso-
ciates-led consortium, in-
cluding IBM and Israel’s
Tower Semiconductor, had
pulled out in March last year,
things were not moving
ahead for the consortium led
by HSMC Technologies, ac-
cording to sources. The two
projects are worth more
than ₹63,000 crore.

“[The] Empowered Com-
mittee has decided to meet
major electronics industry
associations and apex cham-
bers to seek their views on
the way forward to set up
semiconductor fabs in the
country,” an IT Ministry offi-
cial told The Hindu. 

The Union Cabinet had
authorised the Empowered
Committee to take all the de-

cisions to implement fab
projects.

The official added the
HSMC consortium was find-
ing it difficult to raise funds
for the facility and has hence
approached the government
to schedule “an investors’
meet wherein Ministry of-
ficers can participate and re-
spond to the queries of the
investors”.

‘Salvaging HSMC project’
However, the official added
that the HSMC project was
more or less ‘scrapped’.
“However, we are still trying
to see if anything can be
done to put the project back
or track. We might hold a
meeting with investors this
month.” The Minister for
Electronics and IT, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, has instruc-
ted the IT Secretary Ajay
Prakash Sawhney to work on
a war footing on getting a

semiconductor fab in India,
it is learnt.

HSMC has not yet submit-
ted the documents required
for Demonstration of Com-
mitment. 

While the last date for
submission of these docu-
ments was April 28, 2014,
“several extensions were
provided to both consortia
as per their requests.”

Semiconductors form
about 30% of the cost of all
electronic products, includ-
ing mobiles. 

“The setting up of a Semi-
conductor Wafer Fabrication
unit is a critical pillar re-
quired to promote Electron-
ics System Design and Manu-
facturing (ESDM) in India,”
the official said.

As per industry estimates,
the Indian ESDM market is
expected to grow from $31.6
billion in 2015 to $400 bil-
lion by 2020.

Revised semiconductor policy on anvil
Minister asks IT secretary to go on ‘war footing’ to get a fabrication unit in India

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Ravi Shankar Prasad

Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India Pvt. Ltd.
(HMSI), the Indian subsidi-
ary of Japanese automotive
major Honda, on Wednes-
day said India had become
the company’s biggest pro-
duction hub for its two-
wheelers worldwide with
an annual production ca-
pacity of 64 lakh units from
its four plants. Honda also
inaugurated its fourth as-
sembly line at its third two-
wheeler plant at Nars-
apura, near Bengaluru. 

According to the com-
pany, the fourth line has an
annual capacity of 6 lakh
units making the
Karnataka plant as Honda’s
biggest manufacturing
plant worldwide with 24
lakhs units annual produc-
tion capacity.

Presently, HMSI has four
manufacturing plants in In-
dia including Vithalpur in
Gujarat and Narsapura in
Karnataka.

India biggest
production
hub: Honda
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

The Centre will consider in-
cluding a ‘one-nation one-li-
cence’ regime in the new
telecom policy that is set to
come out next year, Telecom
Secretary Aruna Sundarara-
jan said on Wednesday. 

The move, if implemen-
ted, is likely to remove the
distinction between local
and STD calls, as service
providers will not need sep-
arate licences for operations
in various parts of the coun-
try. A single licence would
suffice.

Ease of doing business
The Secretary, who met rep-
resentatives from the in-
dustry, including operators,
infrastructure providers,
equipment makers and
handset makers to discuss
the new policy, assured
them that the government
was committed to bringing
in changes that would en-

hance the ease of doing busi-
ness. During the meeting, a
representative from Bharti
Airtel said it was time that
bifurcations around the
types of licences and geo-
graphical split (telecom
circles and service areas)
were done away with.

“There will have to be a
significant amount of rewrit-
ing and administrative re-
form in the Telecom Min-
istry so that we are able to
actually move to some of the
things like one nation (one

network and one licence
policy),” Ms. Sundararajan
said.

Creation of ‘one-nation
one-licence’ policy across
services and service areas,
was also the one of the ob-
jectives of the National Tele-
com Policy 2012.

“I am not saying that all
this will be done overnight,
but what I am saying is that
we will endeavour to put it
into the policy,” she added.

“It will be our endeavour
to see how we can secure for
the industry a viable rate of
return,” Ms. Sundararajan
added.

She added that the De-
partment of Telecom would
also come out with a White
Paper that will spell out
what the government
wanted to achieve through
the policy. The draft of the
new policy is likely to be out
by December, while the final
policy is expected to be
ready by March 2018.

Move may eliminate distinction between local, STD calls

Yuthika Bhargava

New Delhi

Aruna Sundararajan

Centre mulls ‘One Nation, One
Licence’ in new telecom policy

With commercial banks hav-
ing a tendency to reduce in-
terest rates only for pro-
spective customers in order
to push new business, Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Urjit Patel said he
expected lenders to pass on
lower loan costs to borrow-
ers who had not received the
full benefit of the reductions
in the policy rate.

On Wednesday, the RBI
cut the policy repo rate by 25
basis points (bps) to 6%. A
percentage point comprises
100 bps.

The banking regulator
noted that banks mainly re-
duced rates for segments
where competition was high
as in the case of home loans
and personal loans.

“The way to look at the
transmission is to determine
what has been the case since
we started the easing cycle,”
Mr. Patel said. “On new lend-
ing, the transmission has
been much stronger, spe-
cially in those segments
where there is lot of compet-
ition - housing loans, person-
als loans where the NBFCs
also play a big part.” 

The central bank has re-
duced the repo rate by 200

bps since January 2015.
While banks cut the mar-

ginal cost of funds based
lending rate (MCLR) sharply
in January — by up to 90 bps
— the reduction in the base
rate, which was the earlier
loan pricing regime, was
much lower. Since MCLR has
been operational only from
April 2016, a large propor-
tion of loans are still linked
to the base rate and such
borrowers have not be-

nefited to the extent of the
new borrowers.

“The loan portfolio that is
tied with on account of base
rate and liabilities of longer
nature the transmission has
been slower,” Mr. Patel said.
“Given the liquidity condi-
tions prevailing and that we
have reduced the policy rate
by a substantial amount
since the easing cycle star-
ted, I think there is scope for
banks to reduce” rates for
borrowers who have not yet
gained the full benefit of the
RBI’s policy rate cuts, he
added.

The difference between
the base rate and MCLR, for
some banks, is as high as 90-
100 bps.

The RBI said it will ad-
dress Base Rate rigidity to
improve transmission.

Banks should reduce rates for
existing borrowers too: RBI
Governor Patel sees scope for more cuts in interest on loans priced off base rate 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
ordered the freezing of as-
sets of some of the former
directors of Multi Commod-
ity Exchange of India (MCX)
and 63 Moons Technologies
— formerly known as Finan-
cial Technologies India Ltd.
(FTIL) — for alleged trading
in the shares of these com-
panies on the basis on un-
published price sensitive in-
formation at a time when
the National Spot Exchange
Ltd. (NSEL) was facing regu-
latory probes.

The capital market watch-
dog will also impound a sum
of ₹126.04 crore from a total
of 13 persons. This, accord-
ing to SEBI, is the quantum
of loss, including interest,
caused by the entities by

trading based on the price
sensitive information that
was not available in public
domain.

“The persons... are direc-
ted not to dispose of or ali-
enate any of their assets/
properties/securities, till

such time the individual
amount of loss averted is
credited to an Escrow Ac-
count,” said the SEBI order
on Wednesday. 

The entities are to submit
a complete list of their in-
ventory in seven days.

Insider trading charges lead to an order freezing assets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

Loss recovery: The SEBI will impound a total of ₹126.04 crore
from 13 persons. * REUTERS

SEBI acts against former
directors of MCX, FTIL

After bagging the Riyadh
and the Doha metro pro-
jects, engineering and con-
struction major Larsen &
Toubro (L&T) has won a
₹3,375-crore order from the
Mauritius government-led
Metro Express Limited to
design and build an Integ-
rated Light Rail-based Urban
Transit System in the
African island nation.

“We are delighted that we
have been able to carry our
credentials as the foremost
builders of metro and light
rail transport systems in In-
dia and the Middle East, to
Africa too,” said S.N. Sub-
rahmanyan, CEO and MD,
L&T. “The new light rail sys-
tem will significantly trans-

form the way Mauritius will
commute in the future and
will also bring in economic
benefits along the route,”
said Mr. Subrahmanyan. 

The 26-km route will con-
nect Curepipe to Immigra-
tion Square in Port Louis
and will feature 19 stations,
two of which will be elev-
ated stations. The project is
scheduled to be completed
in 48 months.

The project will be fully
funded through a Govern-
ment of India grant and Line
of Credit. “This order is per-
fectly in sync with our
strategy to expand L&T’s
Railways business into mar-
kets beyond India,” said Ra-
jeev Jyoti, CEO, Railways
Strategic Business Unit, L&T
Construction. 

L&T bags ₹3,375 crore
Mauritius metro order 
Project to be funded by GoI grant

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

A Comptroller and Auditor
General audit report on the
expansion project carried
out by Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals found
that the total expenditure in-
curred by the company on
the project was ₹14,832 crore
as of March 2016, almost
double the planned amount.

Refinery upgrade
“In February 2006, Man-
galore Refinery and Petro-
chemicals Limited decided
to undertake a refinery up-
gradation project with an es-
timated cost of ₹7,943
crore,” said the report tabled
in Parliament on Wednes-
day. “The cost underwent

changes from time to time
due to change in capacity,
addition and deletion of
various units. 

“As of March 2016, the
total expenditure incurred
by the company on the pro-

ject was ₹14,832 crore. Defi-
ciency in planning, due to
lack of clarity regarding re-
vamping of existing units
and commissioning of addi-
tional units, led to time over-
run of more than two years
and cost overrun of ₹2,509
crore,” the report added.

The Comptroller and Aud-
itor General also found that
not only did the company
avail of external commercial
borrowings without hedging
the associated currency fluc-
tuation risk, but also drew
funds for the project in ex-
cess of its requirements.

As a result, ₹768.46 crore
was lying idle in the non-in-
terest bearing current ac-
count, the audit report poin-
ted out.

MRPL project overshot
cost and deadline: CAG
Expenditure almost twice the original ₹7,943 crore estimate

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The cost underwent changes
due to change in capacity and
addition, deletion of units.

The Ahmedabad bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Wednes-
day admitted an insolvency
petition against Gujarat-
based Essar Steel India Ltd.,
which has a total debt of
more than ₹45,000 crore,
out of which more than
₹32,000 crore had turned
into Non Performing Assets
(NPA).

The NCLT’s order paves
the way for initiating insolv-
ency proceedings against
one of the largest defaulters
under the newly-enacted In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code 2016.

While rejecting Essar’s
plea to dismiss the proceed-
ings sought by the lenders

led by State Bank of India
(SBI) and global lender
Standard Chartered Bank
(SCB), Justice Bikki
Raveendra Babu appointed
SBI-nominated Satish Ku-
mar Gupta from Alvarez &
Marsal India as the Interim
Resolution Professional
(IRP).

180 days’ time
The IRP now has 180 days to
come out with a resolution
plan for the company to re-
pay the debt raised from
more than 20 lenders, in-
cluding top nationalised
banks and global lender
SCB. The plan to be pre-
pared by the IRP will have to
be approved by the lenders
before it is presented to the
NCLT bench.

Insolvency plea against
Essar Steel admitted
NCLT appoints IRP for resolution plan

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD
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BUSINESS

IN BRIEF

‘Monsoon to give a fillip
to tractor sales’ 
MUMBAI

Tractor sales are set to touch
a new high of more than 6.5
lakh units this fiscal year
given the prospects of a
normal monsoon, declining
interest rates and farm loan
waivers in some key States,
says a report. Sales had risen
18% last fiscal year on good
rains and despite
demonetisation, after
declining more than 10% in
2015 and 2016 when the
monsoons played truant,
Crisil said in a report. PTI

‘CFOs say GST has hit
manufacturing the most’
MUMBAI

More than 31% of the chief
financial officers (CFOs) from
various firms were of the
view that implementation of
GST was challenging and
manufacturing is the most
affected sector, according to
a Deloitte Annual CFO
survey. Further, more than
54% CFOs believed that the
impact of demonetisation
had been neutral, while 56%
were “highly optimistic” of
the macro-economic growth
in the next 4-5 years, the
survey said. PTI

Glenmark gets USFDA
nod for anti-herpes drug 
NEW DELHI

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
has received the final
approval from the U.S. health
regulator for Acyclovir
ointment used for treatment
of herpes virus. “Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals, USA, has
been granted final approval
by the United States Food
and Drug Administration for
Acyclovir Ointment USP, 5%,
the generic version of Zovirax
Ointment, 5%, of Valeant
International Bermuda,”
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
said in a BSE filing. PTI

The World Customs Organiz-
ation (WCO) will soon bring
out guidelines on ‘cross-bor-
der e-commerce’, which will
focus on preventing illegal
trade as well as addressing
the challenges stemming
from the ‘digital divide’, ac-
cording to the WCO Secret-
ary General Kunio Mikuriya.

In an interview to The

Hindu on his recent India
trip, Mr. Mikuriya said, “We
are developing guidelines on
e-commerce to see how best
Customs can facilitate legit-
imate trade through that
route.” He added, “We [the
WCO] will address issues re-
lated to digital divide by
looking into what is blocking
e-commerce trade, and what
kind of enabling environ-
ment is needed to support
developing countries so that
they benefit more from
e-commerce.”

Terming e-commerce as a
“game changer” in global
trade that is benefiting small
firms and consumers, he
said the new guidelines
would, however, include
provisions to prevent illegal
trade and illicit financial
flows. This would be en-
sured through measures that
would help strengthen in-
formation exchange
between Customs adminis-
trations of countries as well
as collaboration with other
government agencies.

Working groups
The WCO has a Working
Group on e-Commerce and
four sub-groups. To develop
guidelines on cross-border e-
commerce, the work pack-
ages identified are: ‘trade fa-
cilitation and simplification
of procedures’, ‘safety and
security’, ‘revenue collec-
tion’, and ‘measurement and
analysis’. According to the
UN body ‘UNCTAD’, the
value of online trade jumped

from $16 trillion to $22 tril-
lion between 2013 and 2015.

“The continuous increase
in online trading has raised
questions regarding regula-
tion, consumer protection,
revenue collection and na-
tional security,” according to
the WCO’s ‘Study Report on
Cross-Border E-Commerce’
(March 2017). “These ques-
tions cannot be dealt with in-
dividually, but require a
common, broad approach
by the international Customs
community, together with all
relevant stakeholders as a
whole.”

The WCO said more soph-
isticated equipment was
needed to combat illicit trad-
ing through low-value ship-
ments in the postal, express
and cargo streams. 

“Pre-arrival information
on the consignment and the
consignee could be of great
importance in detecting and
intercepting illicit trade. In
addition, the improvement
of non-intrusive inspection
equipment and an increase
in the number of trained
staff could help to enhance
the detection rate of illicit
goods,” it said.

In an article on e-com-
merce, the WCO’s Director of
Compliance and Facilitation

Ana Hinojosa pointed out
that in many countries, there
were de minimis thresholds
that allow low-value pack-
ages to enter a country with
little or no duties or taxes,
and with much more simpli-
fied procedures.

‘Clever manipulations’
“This has led to clever ma-
nipulations by either the
shipper or the consumer to
avoid the extra charges by
splitting invoices, undervalu-
ing the invoices or mis-de-
claring the items altogether,”
wrote Ms. Hinojosa. Another
type of manipulation used
was to classify the item as
something else or claiming a
different country of origin
for the product, to take ad-
vantage of better duty or tax
rates, the WCO official said,
adding that these distortions
had had an impact on many
countries’ revenue collec-
tion volumes. Therefore,
“some countries... are re-
evaluating their established
thresholds due to the signi-
ficant implications that the
changes brought about by
these growing volumes of
low-value small packages are
having on their fiscal reven-
ues,” observed Ms. Hinojosa.

WCO to unveil norms
for e-commerce trade
Customs body aims to address digital divide, illegal trade

ARUN S

New Delhi

Noose tightens: The new rules would include provisions to
prevent illegal trade and illicit financing, says Kunio Mikuriya.

Darjeeling tea crop has
dropped 89.5 % in June, fol-
lowing total work stoppage
at the gardens on account of
the turmoil caused by the
Gorkha Jana Mukti agitation
over demanding statehood.

Figures released by the
Tea Board of India estimated
the Darjeeling tea crop to be
about 0.14 million kg in June
2017 compared with the 1.3
million kg crop of June 2016.

The trouble, which star-
ted with announcements of
making Bengali compulsory
in all schools in West Bengal,
snowballed into a major
crisis following clampdown
by the state government on
leaders and offices of GJM. 

‘Premium crop affected’
The total shutdown began
from June 15. The crop loss
has almost washed away the
premium second flush tea
crop and there may soon be
no Darjeeling tea offerings at
the tea auctions in Kolkata.

Production has also
dropped by 10.1% in Assam,
the Tea Board said. The
state, which accounts for
half of the Indian tea pro-
duction of about 1,200 mil-
lion kg, was affected by
floods. 

Two other tea-producing
regions of West Bengal,
Dooars and Terai in the sub-
Himalayan region, reported

increased production in the
month of June.

South India also reported
a rise in output in two of its
three tea-producing States.
Overall Indian tea crop was
2.8% lower in June at 143
million kg.

Small growers contrib-
uted 68.2 million kg of the
output denoting a rising
share.

Political turmoil cited as reason for stoppage of work
Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Eastern blip: South India, on the other hand, reported a rise in
output in two of its three tea-producing States. * AFP

Darjeeling tea crop 
drops 89.5% in June

The opening of the refur-
bished New Delhi Oberoi,
in January 2018, will con-
tribute to bolstering rev-
enue and profitability of
EIH Ltd., executive chair-
man P.R.S. Oberoi said.

Addressing the press, he
expressed optimism that
the company would im-
prove both the topline and
bottomline at its hotels and
business units, to partly
offset revenue loss from
the temporary closure of
the Delhi hotel.

The revenue loss since
April 2016, when the hotel
was shut, has been estim-
ated at ₹110 crore. Out of
the proposed ₹500 crore
renovation cost, ₹300
crore had been spent, said
S.S. Mukherjee, EIH exec-
utive vice chairman.

The 1965-vintage hotel
would open with 218
rooms, against 280
planned earlier, while the
number of suites would
double. A phased renova-
tion of the Oberoi Kolkata
was also being planned.

Delhi Oberoi
reopening to
lift EIH sales 
Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Vacation ownership com-
pany Mahindra Holidays &
Resorts India Ltd. (MHRIL)
is scouting for properties in
the U.S., Sri Lanka and
South-East Asia to offer
more choice to its
customers.

“We are looking at prop-
erties in the U.S., in the
areas of Orlando and Las Ve-
gas,” said Kavinder Singh,
MD and CEO, MHRIL. “We
are also constantly on the
look out for properties in Sri
Lanka and South East Asia
that are suitable for Indian
families.”

The company had not set

any deadline or capital ex-
penditure for the pur-
chases, he said, adding that
the focus was on providing
an experience instead of
only selling rooms to its
members. Mahindra Holi-
days has 46 resorts in India
and four overseas.

MHRIL, which has 50 re-
sorts with 3,200 rooms,
plans to spend ₹600 crore
to add 600 rooms by 2019.

MHRIL’s first-quarter
standalone net profit rose
6.9% to ₹32.34 crore helped
by new resorts, new
products and growing refer-
rals, the company reported. 

Total income climbed
10% to ₹276 crore.

Mahindra Holidays
eyes Sri Lanka, U.S.
N. Anand

CHENNAI

PayPal has unveiled its new-
est Innovation Labs at the
Chennai and Bengaluru
Tech centres. The lab is the
first by PayPal in India and
third after the U.S. and
Singapore. The firm said the
lab will serve as a platform
to promote innovation
which is a core value for
PayPal globally.

Diverse fields
These labs will actively sup-
port innovation across di-
verse fields including ma-
chine learning, artificial
intelligence, data science
and Internet of Things. The

other areas include software
defined radios and wireless
communication and aug-
mented reality and virtual
reality. “India is a hotbed for
innovation given its evolving
start-up ecosystem, diverse
merchant profiles and
enormous talent pool,” said
Mike Todasco, director of
Innovation, PayPal, in a
statement. 

To cater to their needs in
the most effective manner,
the focus of the innovation
labs will be on fuelling new
age technology and “giving
rise to unconventional ideas
with the potential to trans-
form the ecosystem we op-
erate in,” said Mr. Todasco.

PayPal unveils two
innovation labs
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU
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SPORT

Joshna Chinappa and
Dipika Pallikal advanced to
the quarterfinals at the
WSF World Doubles
Squash Championship,
topping their three-team
group with their second
victory on Wednesday. 

The results: Women: Group
B: Joshna Chinappa & Dipika
Pallikal bt Tesni Evans & Deon
Saffery (Wal) 11-8, 11-7. Men:
Group A: Vikram Malhotra &
Mahesh Mangaonkar lost to
Alan Clyne & Greg Lobban
(Sco) 11-1, 11-6; lost to Dylan
Bennet & Piedro Schweert-
man (Ned) 11-6, 11-6. Mixed:
Group B: Saurav Ghosal & Pal-
likal bt Mohammed Syafiq
Kamal & Rachel Arnold (Mas)
11-7, 11-4; Group C: Malhotra
& Chinappa bt Zac Miller &
Amanda Landers-Murphy
(Nzl) 11-9, 11-9.

Joshna &
Dipika in
quarterfinals
Sports Bureau

Manchester

Sri Lanka vs India: 2nd Test,
Sony Six, Sony Six HD, Sony
TEN 3 & Sony TEN 3 HD, 10
a.m.

TV PICKS

History’s weighty footprints
are present all over the Sin-
halese Sports Club Ground.
They are evident in various
forms — the club crest with
the words ‘founded 1899’
etched below; a larger-than-
life framed photograph of Sir
Don Bradman striding out to
bat, in the press-conference
hall; and wood-panelled
walls with names of the insti-
tution’s former skippers that
include Arjuna Ranatunga
and Mahela Jayawardene. 

In this setting, India, nurs-
ing a 1-0 lead, will take on Sri
Lanka in the second Test
here from Thursday. Since
the venue’s past has been
broached, it would be
prudent to remember India’s
performance here, a graph
that features eight Tests, two
wins, two losses and four
draws. 

Fond memories of 2015
It is a middling statistic and
yet Virat Kohli’s men will do
well to recall their last visit in
2015. It was again a second
Test but the backdrop was
different due to a first Test
loss. India did well to win the
match by 117 runs with
Cheteshwar Pujara’s 145 and
Ishant Sharma’s match-haul

of eight wickets helping the
visitor turn the tide and draw
level. Later India won the
series 2-1. Incidentally, the
latest contest is Pujara’s 50th
in Tests.

This time around, India
walks in with the swagger of
having emphatically won at
Galle. As Kohli said, it was a
performance that ticked

most of the boxes. Right
from the openers Shikhar
Dhawan and Abhinav
Mukund to the bowlers, vari-
ous individual performances
offered the visitor a lot to
cheer for. 

But one change in the
playing eleven seems inevit-
able. K.L. Rahul, having re-
covered from the viral fever

that forced him to skip the
previous match, is fit and ac-
cording to Kohli, will get his
spot back. From all indica-
tions, Abhinav will have to
make way as Dhawan’s 190 at
Galle has sealed the latter’s
position. 

The surface offered the
fast bowlers some assistance
in the 2015 Test before spin-

ners like R. Ashwin came
into play. The pitch for the
latest clash lost a significant
portion of its grass-cover on
Wednesday. 

The host captain Dinesh
Chandimal, returning from a
pneumonia-induced break,
said that there could be turn
after two days. 

Whether the 22-yards’

conjectured preference for
spin will influence India’s
composition is a matter for
speculation. 

For all practical purposes,
Hardik Pandya, who had a
good debut at Galle, should
continue to figure in the el-
even unless the management
opts for a third spinner. If
that point of view prevails,
either Pandya or Umesh Ya-
dav could make way for
Kuldeep Yadav. 

Changes in Lankan team
The host, bolstered with the
return of Chandimal and
Rangana Herath’s recovery
from a finger injury, intends
to field left-arm spinner Ma-
linda Pushpakumara. Among
Sri Lankan bowlers in the
first Test, seamer Nuwan Pra-
deep was the most impress-
ive and the rest hardly made
an impression. Meanwhile,
Sri Lanka’s batting is likely to
have Dhananjaya de Silva
stepping in for the injured
Asela Gunaratne. 

At Galle, India’s willow-
wielders notched three cen-
turies; in contrast Sri Lanka’s
scorecards across two in-
nings had five fifties. The in-

ability to capitalise upon
those starts hurt the home
team and it is a deficiency
that Chandimal’s men have
to address.

Rain factor

A few spells of rains have
been forecast until the week-
end. Unless the weather
turns extremely damp or Sri
Lanka reveals an indomit-
able spirit, India should
fancy its chances of taking an
unassailable 2-0 lead. 

The teams (from): 

India: Virat Kohli (captain), K.L.
Rahul, Shikhar Dhawan, Abh-
inav Mukund, Cheteshwar Pu-
jara, Ajinkya Rahane, Rohit
Sharma, R. Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Hardik Pandya, Wriddhi-
man Saha (wicket-keeper), Mo-
hammed Shami, Ishant Sharma,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Umesh
Yadav and Kuldeep Yadav.

Sri Lanka: Dinesh Chandimal
(captain), Angelo Mathews,
Upul Tharanga Dimuth Karunar-
atne, Niroshan Dickwella
(wicket-keeper), Kusal Mendis,
Dhananjaya de Silva, Danushka
Gunathilaka, Lahiru Kumara,
Vishwa Fernando, Nuwan Pra-
deep, Rangana Herath, Dil-
ruwan Perera, Malinda Pushpak-
umara, Lakshan Sandakan and
Lahiru Thirimanne.

Umpires: Bruce Oxenford and
Rod Tucker; Third umpire:
Richard Illingworth; Match ref-
eree: Richie Richardson.

Match starts at 10 a.m. 

Kohli’s men primed to get another favourable result 
Rahul should be back to open along with Dhawan; pitch may assist spin after the second day

Ready to fire: K.L. Rahul has been pencilled in to feature at the top of the batting order in the second Test beginning on Thursday.
* REUTERS 

INDIA IN LANKA

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Colombo
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H2H at the venue
! Played 8; Won by India 2;

Won by Sri Lanka 2; Drawn
4.
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Helming a team on a bull
run, a confident Virat Kohli
told the press on Wednes-
day that India can deliver a
fine performance on a res-
ult-oriented Sinhalese
Sports Club pitch during the
second Test. Excerpts
The pitch: It is a wicket that
you will get a result on for
sure. That excites us, it’s
something that we look for-
ward to as a team and this is
the kind of wicket that we al-
ways like to play on, where
we have a chance to make
an impact on the game.

I really enjoyed playing
here last time, and I think
it’s a great wicket for Test
cricket. 
Rahul’s return: KL (Rahul)
has been our established
opener. One of the openers
will have to make way for KL
because of what he has
done in the past two years.
He has been solid and ac-
cording to me KL will defin-
itely come back into the el-
even. 

It is very important for us
to make him feel that this is
his spot. And it won’t
change because of unfortu-

nate events that happen out-
side the playing field or the
injuries that you cannot
control. He is a guy that
needs to be backed and we
as a team, as management
and I as the captain, all back
him 100%.
Dhawan or Abhinav: In a
situation like this, you need
to sit down and think which
player has had more impact
on the game. To be honest,
it’s a pretty thin line, it is a
very small margin but unfor-
tunately, that is how the
sport goes.

As I said (earlier), the guy
who sits out will understand
the reasons behind it. 
A spin troika? All kinds of
possibilities are there when
you have a big squad. Look-
ing at the conditions, we
could go with anyone.
Everyone is prepared to
take on the field.
Lessons from Galle: One
thing we need to be aware of
is when there is a partner-
ship, then we need to have
more composure and more
discipline. But as I said,
there always will be a few
scratches here and there
when you are playing Test
cricket after March.

Rahul has team’s
full backing: Kohli
Skipper endorses the SSC wicket as
great for Tests

Who will miss out? Either Shikhar Dhawan or Abhinav Mukund
has to make way for K.L. Rahul. * FILE PHOTO: PTI 

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

Dinesh Chandimal had it
rough over the last week. 

A bout of pneumonia laid
him low and while he recu-
perated, he watched Sri
Lanka lose to India in the
first Test. Having recovered,
he is back on his twin
saddles — home-team cap-
tain and middle-order bats-
man. 

An optimistic Chandimal
said that his men will strive
to erase their mistakes of the
previous match and try to al-
ter their fortunes in the
second Test. 

“We just want to forget
about the mistakes we did in
the first game. We want to

take the positives and go for-
ward. India is number one
and has played some good

cricket. It is a challenge for
us. My boys are in a good po-
sition and we are looking for-

ward to doing well in this
game and turning it around,”
the Sri Lanka skipper told
the media on Wednesday.

Chandimal was grateful to
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) for permitting
him to use an inhaler that
aided his recovery. 

Making an exception
There are restrictions on the
medicines that cricketers
can use due to doping-viola-
tion issues but the ICC made
an exception as Chandimal’s
need was genuine. 

“I am much better.
Thanks to the ICC which
gave permission for me to
use the inhaler, and that will
help me breathe properly,”

he said and added that Ran-
gana Herath was fit. 

The host captain after say-
ing that the pitch ‘looks like a
dry surface, so after the
second day it might turn’,
hinted that he might bring in
an extra spinner into the pic-
ture. 

“Most probably Malinda
(Pushpakumara) will come
into the side,” he said and
emphasised that the left-arm
spinner will only benefit by
playing with veteran Herath.

Chandimal also revealed
that Dhananjaya de Silva is
likely to strengthen the bat-
ting. The captain stressed
that his men needed to con-
vert the fifties into substan-
tial knocks.

Chandimal optimistic about change in fortunes 
Sri Lanka captain thanks ICC for understanding his medical needs

Vital player: Dinesh Chandimal’s return should augur well for
Sri Lanka. * REUTERS 

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

Viswanathan Anand opens
his campaign in the
$300,000 Sinquefield Cup
chess tournament with white
against Hikaru Nakamura as
10 of the World’s top-16 as-
semble in St. Louis, USA, for
the elite nine-round contest.

Anand is looking to im-
prove his form ahead of the
World Cup which could well
offer him a ticket to the next
Candidates tournament that
identifies the challenger for
the World Championship.

Ranked No. 10, Anand is
part of a field that has the
world’s top-3 — Magnus
Carlsen, Wesley So and Fabi-
ano Caruana.

Before leaving for St.
Louis, Anand spoke to The

Hindu. “One focuses more
on just getting a good result.
That’s what I’ll be trying to
do. Also, I’ll be trying to pace
myself up since I am playing
the classical format before
the rapid and blitz events. So
till the classical games get

over, that’ll be my entire
focus.”

At 47, Anand is the oldest
among the chess elite. So
with age, what kind of
changes has he brought in,
into his preparations ahead
of the elite events?

“Nowadays, I try to get
there (venue) a few days
early since these days jet lag
affects you a bit more. Chess-
wise, things have got a lot
more unpredictable, in the
sense that everything is go-
ing much faster.

“There is a lot more to
keep track of. You have to
prepare a lot. These days,
you find yourself working
much harder because com-
puters have advanced dra-
matically. Plus, the young-
sters have really come in

strongly. You pay more atten-
tion to the fitness aspect, be-
cause the games are far more
intense. 

“Nowadays games tend to
be longer. Somehow, it’s very
rare that you agree for a
draw somewhere. 

“In most tournaments,
you play till the end. And
that’s our reaction to com-
puter chess. Computers have
become so good, that differ-
entiating yourself from the
opening preparations is
quite hard.

“So, the focus has shifted
to middle and end-game.
Again, there are a lot of new
skills you learn.”
First-round pairings: Anand-
Nakamura; Caruana-Carlsen;
Lagrave-So; Aronian-Nepomni-
achtchi; Karjakin-Svidler.

Ageing Anand up for new challenges 
‘You pay more attention to the fitness aspect ahead of an elite event’

Rakesh Rao

New Delhi

Vishwanathan Anand.
* FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY 

Barcelona confirmed Ney-
mar’s wish to leave the
Catalan giant on Wednesday,
but insisted the Brazilian’s
€222 million buyout clause
must be paid as his potential
world record move to Paris
Saint-Germain moved a step
closer.

“Neymar Jr, accompanied
by his father and represent-
ative, communicated to FC
Barcelona this morning his
decision to leave the club,”
Barca said in a statement.

“The club have informed
them that the buyout clause
in his contract that from July
1 is €222 million must be
paid in full.”

Such a fee would smash
the current record £89.3 mil-

lion Manchester United paid
for Paul Pogba last year.

Neymar has also been
given permission to not par-
ticipate in training after mak-
ing a brief appearance at
Barca’s training ground on
Wednesday.

Speculation over the 25-
year-old’s future has domin-
ated the first few weeks of
new Barca boss Ernesto Val-
verde’s reign.

Neymar arrived back in
Barcelona on Tuesday from
a fleeting promotional tour

to China. He turned up for
training at 9 a.m. local time
(0700GMT) on Wednesday
morning, but left less than
an hour later after telling
teammates “he is leaving”, a
Barca spokesperson
confirmed.

Presuming both clubs
don’t come to a late agree-
ment, the buyout clause
would have to be paid to Bar-
celona via Spain’s La Liga to
free the player from the con-
tract he signed last year and
runs until 2021.

However, La Liga presid-
ent Javier Tebas has
threatened not to accept
PSG’s money over what he
perceives as a failure on the
French side’s part to comply
with UEFA’s financial fair
play rules (FFP).

Neymar wants out, confirms Barcelona 
The club insists that his €222 million buyout clause must be fulfilled
Agence France-Presse

Barcelona

Time for goodbyes: Neymar arrives at Barcelona’s training
grounds to bid farewell to his teammates. * AP 

The BCCI will soon ask the
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) to inspect the
cricket grounds at Guwa-
hati and
Thiruvananthapuram in or-
der to get its clearance to
stage international
matches at the two new
venues. While first class
matches have been played
at the new facility at Barsa-
para, Guwahati, not a
single first class match has
been played at the Green-
field Stadium in
Thiruvananthapuram. 

With the Technical Com-
mittee recommending the
2017-18 Ranji Trophy
matches to be played on a
‘home and away’ format
the BCCI is likely to sched-
ule a match at the Green-
field from October 6. 

While the BCCI’s Tour
Programme and Fixtures
Committee has allotted a
Twenty20 international
against Australia to Assam,
a Twenty20 international
may be held either at
Thiruvananthapuram or
Kochi. Three of the five dis-
qualified members in the
Tour Programme and Fix-
tures Committee — G.
Gangaraju (Chairman), P.R.
Ashokanand, Rajesh
Verma — did not attend the
meeting at Kolkata on
Tuesday.

BCCI to write
to ICC to
inspect
venues 
G. Viswanath

Mumbai

If there is a ‘Destiny’s Child’
in Indian table tennis, it is
Anthony Amalraj. Without
any Godfather to guide him,
Amalraj has patiently over-
come all challenges in do-
mestic competitions to go on
to bring home international
medals.

His persistence and con-
sistency stands out when
compared with his peers.
However, when it comes to
Arjuna Award, Amalraj has
found his abilities short of
impressing those who pre-
pare the list of awardees,
year after year.

Considering the standard
of table tennis in the contin-
ent, where China, Japan, the
two Koreas, Singapore, Hong
Kong etc are the nations with
much broader player-base
and superior training meth-
ods, Indians cannot be ex-

pected to make the podiums
of the Asian Games or Asian
championship.

That leaves the Indians
with the Commonwealth
Games and Commonwealth
championship from where
they can hope to return with
medals in team and indi-
vidual events. This is where
Amalraj has proved himself
consistently and returned
with medals that have so far

gone unnoticed.
Winner of the men

doubles silver medal in the
2014 Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow, Amalraj holds
the team silver and mixed
doubles bronze from the
2010 edition.

In keeping with the norms
for Arjuna awardees,
Amalraj has been consistent.
Last year, when the 30-year-
old was most hopeful of get-

ting the coveted honour, the
committee selecting the
awardees were asked to con-
sider those qualifying for the
Olympic Games in Rio. This
helped the case of Soumyajit
Ghosh.

Asked about how he
viewed his prospects ahead
of the meeting to choose the
awardees, Amalraj sounded
low.

“I have done all that one is

expected to do but I don’t
know what more should I do
to prove that I am a de-
serving candidate. My job is
to keep performing. I believe
in God and I hope my pray-
ers will be answered.”

One hopes the committee
members give a closer look
to Amalraj’s list of achieve-
ments and consider his con-
sistent medal-winning per-
formances for the country.

Amalraj’s long wait for the Arjuna Award 
He has patiently overcome all hurdles to bring home international medals
RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

A. Amalraj.
* FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN 

● Chile Open 2017 – Men
Singles silver medal; Men
doubles gold medal.

● Brazil Open 2017 – Men
singles silver medal.

● Commonwealth Games
2014 – Men doubles silver
medal.

● Commonwealth Games

2010 – Men team bronze
medal.

● Commonwealth
Championship 2015 – Men
team gold medal; Men singles
silver medal; Men doubles
bronze medal.

● Commonwealth
Championship 2013 – Men

team silver.

● Commonwealth
Championship 2009 – Men
team silver; Mixed doubles
bronze.

● SAF Games 2016 – Men
team gold medal; Men singles
gold medal; Mixed doubles
gold medal.

His achievements 

The Committee of Admin-
istrators (CoA) has asked
the members of the BCCI
to post on its website their
voting members’ list and
also submit the same to it
by 5 p.m. on August 8. 

The CoA has scheduled
a meeting in New Delhi on
August 8 and 9. The com-
munication was received
by the BCCI members on
Wednesday evening. 

CoA asks for
voters’ list
Special Correspondent

Mumbai
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12075 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Lakshmana had the greatest regard for Lord Rama and for
Sita. When Rama was banished from Ayodhya, Lakshmana’s
first reaction was fury. He said that with him (Lakshmana)
by His side, Rama should capture Ayodhya. And if Dasaratha
were to protest, then Lakshmana would imprison him! 

Thus Lakshmana was prepared to turn against his father
and, if necessary, to take on all the citizens of Ayodhya too
for the sake of his brother. But Rama pacified Lakshmana
and insisted that He would not disobey His father. Later,
Rama told Lakshmana to stay back in Ayodhya to look after
Kausalya, but again Lakshmana had arguments as to why
this was necessary because Sumitra would take care of Kaus-
alya. Finally, Rama agreed to let Lakshmana accompany
Him and Sita to the forest. Such was Lakshmana’s affection
for Rama.

In the forest, why did Sita, who so willingly gave up all the
luxuries of the palace, want a golden deer? And why did She
abuse Lakshmana, who had demonstrated his loyalty to
Rama and Sita? The reason lay in Sita’s kripa, said M.A. Ven-
katakrishnan in a discourse. The sages were suffering be-
cause of Ravana’s wickedness. She wanted them to be saved
by Rama. But to save them, Rama would have to kill Ravana.
And Sita was like any mother. She wanted this wicked per-
son Ravana also to be given a chance to save himself. A
mother is forgiving and gentle with her children. So Sita ab-
used Lakshmana, so that he would leave Her alone. Sita thus
facilitated Her own abduction by Ravana. Her hope was that
once She was his captive in Lanka, She could persuade
Ravana to give up his bad ways and reform. It was not as if
She did not know of Lakshmana’s sincerity. 

It was Her kripa towards Ravana, that made Her ask for
the golden deer and which also got Lakshmana out of the
way.

FAITH

Sita’s kripa 4 Royal Air Force flies dropping

setter's lotteries (7)

5 Male takes damaged dinar for

orange (8)

6 Woman with one lira left

testament (4)

9 Worried about dancing teens

(5)

13 Popular Semitic god's place of

residence for tourists (5)

15 Before June — including the

French language (5)

17 Guard posted silly line (8)

19 Doctor Sara’s duty does not

include opening of surgery on

weekend (8)

20 Mythical creature's egg is

possessed by magician (7)

22 South Indian language used by

junta/military (5)

24 Stop around right line at court

(6)

26 Draw fish without head (4)

28 Our little neighbour has cold

compress (4)

12 Zero probability? Certainly not!

(2,6)

14 Alter perm or dress (6)

16 Despatched ring to South

American island (7)

18 West Germanic language

travelling earthlings use

artlessly (7)

21 Maybe lost by European native

initially or taken illegally (6)

23 A dash to burial places results

in scrambles (8)

25 Majestic e-mail rip-off (8)

27 Skilful old partner's saucy (6)

29 Lewd louse excitedly hugs

tutor after rejecting tea (9)

30 The Greatest kind of soil (4)

■ DOWN

1 Skeletal part radiated light

around Irish nurse's body

initially (8)

2 Case existing in perpetuity (4)

3 Be next to announcement and

enlist (6)

(set by Incognito)

■ ACROSS
7 Take tea with model and talk

(4)

8 Medico with a master's degree

is hugged by non-drinker and

playwright (9)

10 Couples from India dislike

golden colour (6)

11 Reconstructed landing field

after cancelling winding lane?

That's no big deal! (8)
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Ronaldo likens tax probe
to ‘insect attack’
JOHANNESBURG

“What bothers people is my
brilliance, insects only attack
lamps that shine,” said star
striker Cristiano Ronaldo, an
accused of tax evasion by
Spanish authorities. Ronaldo
made these comments on
Instagram on Tuesday, a day
after he appeared in a Madrid
court in connection with a tax
evasion case. 
ANI

IN BRIEF

Veer Dev Gulia 
wins bronze 
TAMPERE (FINLAND)

India began its campaign in
the junior World wrestling
championships on a positive
note with Veer Dev Gulia
bagging a bronze medal in
the men’s 74kg freestyle
event and Deepak Punia
entering the bronze medal
play-off round in the 84kg
category. However, Ravinder
faltered in bronze medal bout
in the 60kg freestyle
category. PTI

FC Goa signs up 
Ahmed Jahouh 
PANAJI

FC Goa has confirmed the
signing of Moroccan
International Ahmed Jahouh
on a one year loan deal from
FUS Rabat of Morocco. The
powerful midfielder will now
link up with the squad for the
pre-season which is slated to
start in October. After
completing the formalities,
Jahouh said: “I’m very
pleased to sign for FC Goa.I
had some of my best years
with the coach in Morocco
and I’m looking forward to
renewing that relationship.
PTI

Harikrishna beats
Ponomariov, lies second 
BIEL 

P. Harikrishna registered a
scintillating victory over
former FIDE World chess
champion Ruslan Ponomariov
of Ukraine in the eighth round
to stay in second spot, along
with Hou Yifan, with 5.5
points. Etienne Bacrot was
ahead by half-a-point after
drawing with David Navara.
AGENCIES

Two of the best teams on
view so far — Indian Railways
and Punjab National Bank
(PNB) — completed an all-win
record (four wins from four
league matches) in the 91st
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup
all-India hockey tournament
here on Wednesday.

Railways, playing an all-
out attacking game as it has
been doing, blunted BPCL
4-2, while PNB blanked Army
XI 3-0 in a contest that saw
the former struggle to con-
vert in the first session.

Earlier, in the first match
of the day, though Hockey
Unit of Tamil Nadu (HUTN)
pulled off an upset 3-2 win
over Punjab & Sind Bank
(PSB), its chances of qualify-
ing to the last four appear
very slim. 

With three points from
three matches, HUTN has to
defeat Bengaluru HA (also
three from three) by a mar-
gin of six goals to make the
knock-out.

The Army side played
deep in a bid to control
PNB’s rampant attack and it

paid dividends. PNB’s
Gagandeep Singh (Sr) initi-
ated an attack with a run
from 25 yards. 

He entered the circle to
pass to Naveen Antil who in
turn relayed it to Gurjinder
Singh. 

However, Gurjinder’s
backhander went straight to
the ’keeper’s pads. 

That was the only notable
move by the bankmen in a

goalless first half.
Shamsher Singh broke the

deadlock. With a defender
chasing Shamsher and the
’keeper Arpit Choudary ap-
proaching him, the former
struck.

The ball hit the keeper’s
pads and ballooned into the
net.

A few minutes later,
Gagandeep Singh ( Jr) struck
two powerful back-to-back

penalty corners but Arpit
came up with fine saves.

Known for its short
passing game, PNB found its
second goal in a pleasing
manner. Sukhjeet Singh
dribbled past a series of de-
fenders from the left and
passed it to Gagandeep Singh
(Sr), who provided a neat tap
to Shamsher. He smashed it
into the top of the roof.

Then Sanjay’s shot,
though weak off a penalty
corner, found the back of the
net.

Heavy downpour stopped
the start of the second half of
the Railways-BPCL contest
for nearly 30 minutes.

Thursday is the last day of
the Pool matches.

The results: 

Pool-A: Indian Railways 4 (Ajit
Kumar Pandey 19, Malak Singh
32, Ajmer Singh 34, Raju Pal 38)
bt BPCL 2 (Abishek 12, Devindar
Walmiki 55); HUTN 3 (G. Sara-
vana Kumar 5, Veera Thamizhan
26 & 33) bt PSB 2 (Jaskaran
Singh 4, Gaganpreet Singh 41). 

Pool-B: PNB 3 (Shamsher Singh
41 & 55, Sanjay 69) bt Army XI
0.

Railways runs over BPCL
PNB also finishes with blemish less record; HUTN stuns PSB

Hitman! PNB’s Shamsher Singh celebrates one of his two
strikes against Army XI * M. VEDHAN

K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

BENGALURU: Romantic Star, who
has been well prepared, is expec-
ted to score in the Bangalore Sum-
mer Million (1,600m), the feature
event of the races to be held here
on Thursday (Aug. 3).
False rails (width about 6m from
1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position.
EXTRA MEETINGS: Two extra day
races will be held here on
Thursday (Aug. 17) and Friday
(Aug. 18). 

1 AZHAR PLATE (1,600m), rated
00 to 20, 2-30 pm: 1. Attractive

Bay (3) R. Anand 60, 2. After
Hours (4) Srinath 59, 3. Granada
(2) T.S. Jodha 59, 4. Mystical
Shadow (1) Kiran Rai 57.5, 5. One
To Note (6) A. Vishwanath 57.5, 6.
Magnificent Mary (5) P.P. Dhebe
57 and 7. Peppa (7) Rayan Ahmed
56.5.
1. AFTER HOURS, 2. MYSTICAL

SHADOW, 3. GRANADA

2 GALILEE PLATE (1,200m),
rated 15 to 35, 3-00: 1. Black

Swan (3) Dhanu Singh 60, 2.
Aerospeed (4) P. Trevor 58, 3.
Reczai (10) Ramesh Kumar 58, 4.
Celestial Storm (6) Md. Akbar 57,
5. Mulholland (9) R. Marshall 55.5,
6. Top Brass (7) T.S. Jodha 55.5, 7.
Blue Sonic (5) Nazerul Alam 54, 8.
Purity (2) Vinod Shinde 54, 9. De
Ville Butterfly (8) S.K. Paswan 53
and 10. Silken Striker (1) R. Anand

52.5.
1. TOP BRASS, 2. AEROSPEED, 3.

BLACK SWAN

3 COMMANCHE TROPHY

(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms), 3-30: 1. Dunamis (6) S.
John 56, 2. Habanero (7) Srinath
56, 3. Paint It Black (1) S.K. Paswan
56, 4. Alberetta (5) Neeraj 54.5, 5.
Athena (3) P. Trevor 54.5, 6. Sedu-
lous (4) Dhanu Singh 54.5, 7. Turf
Magic (8) A. Sandesh 54.5 and 8.
Volatility (2) R. Marshall 54.5.
1. ATHENA, 2. HABANERO, 3.

SEDULOUS

4 BANGALORE SUMMER MIL-

LION (1,600m), 3-y-o, (Terms),
4-00: 1. Apache Sunrise (1) Srinath
57, 2. Cold Frontier (2) P. Trevor
52, 3. Gandharva (3) A. Vish-
wanath 52, 4. Eternally (5) Neeraj
50.5 and 5. Romantic Star (4) A.
Sandesh 50.5.
1. ROMANTIC STAR, 2. APACHE

SUNRISE

5 TIPPU SULTAN CUP (1,400m),
rated 60 & above, 4-30: 1.

Baracchus (7) Srinath 62.5, 2. Sea
Fairey (8) S. Shareef 62, 3. Cham-
pagne (2) A. Sandesh 60, 4. Rafa
(4) P. Trevor 59.5, 5. Drops Of
Jupiter (9) Neeraj 58.5, 6. Speed
Hawk (3) Chetan Gowda 57, 7. Ayr-
ton (10) S. John 56, 8. Pearl Re-
ward (1) Vinod Shinde 56, 9. Big
Orange (5) Dhanu Singh 54.5 and
10. El Fenix (6) Irvan Singh 52.5.

1. CHAMPAGNE, 2. RAFA, 3.

AYRTON

6 CAPRICORN STUD PLATE

(1,600m), rated 30 to 50, 5-
00: 1. Kambaku (1) S. John 60, 2.
Flirting Eyes (6) Sunil Samson
58, 3. Ultimate Magic (7) Srinath
58, 4. Dr Logan (3) Neeraj 55.5,
5. Panchovilla (5) Irvan Singh
55.5, 6. High Admiral (8) T.S.
Jodha 54, 7. Secret Pursuit (2) P.
Trevor 53.5 and 8. Pinyada (4)
A. Sandesh 53.
1. KAMBAKU, 2. PINYADA, 3.

HIGH ADMIRAL

7 YERAVADA STUD PLATE

(1,400m), rated 30 to 50, 4-
y-o & over, 5-30: 1. Vice Admiral
(7) A. Sandesh 60, 2. Amazing
Desire (6) Jagadeesh 58.5, 3.
Courtship (11) Dhanu Singh
56.5, 4. Super Smart (9) Neeraj
56, 5. Alaina (3) P. Trevor 55.5,
6. Erdemir (5) A. Ramu 55, 7.
Into The Spotlight (12) Srinath
55, 8. Ninon (1) P.P. Dhebe 55, 9.
Raw Gold (10) T.S. Jodha 54.5,
10. Soviet Union (4) Kiran Rai
54, 11. Czar Rule (8) Vinod
Shinde 53.5 and 12. Flotus (2)
Rayan Ahmed 51.5.
1. INTO THE SPOTLIGHT, 2. VICE

ADMIRAL, 3. ALAINA

Day’s best: ROMANTIC STAR

Double: TOP BRASS - ATHENA

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3
and 4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7.

Romantic Star well prepared 

Mithali Raj is basking in the
limelight following the great
performance in the World
Cup in England. In an exclus-
ive chat, the 34-year-old In-
dian skipper shares a few
thoughts on the game.

How significant is the recent
World Cup campaign in the
context of women’s cricket in
India?

The standards set by our
girls in England was some-
thing really special and
heart-warming. This World
Cup was different as regards
setting new benchmarks by
the players. 

How do you rate
Harmanpreet Kaur’s century
against Australia in the
semifinals?

It will be remembered for
long. A knock that was a re-
minder of the improved
standards of women’s
cricket.

What pleased you the most
after the World Cup?

The kind of respect, recogni-
tion and the warmth with
which we were received on
our return. It was truly re-
markable and something we
never expected.

Why is it that in team sports
women have to struggle
more to get institutional
support than in individual
events? 

I look at it this way. In a team
sport, you need more play-
ers whereas in an individual
sport even if there are two
they can form a combine

and do well. Even if you do
well in a team sport and is
given a job, your institution
should have a team or else
you cannot perform. That is
why individual sportsper-
sons are better off. I don’t
crib about this. And, also in
a team sport, even if one
comes up with a brilliant in-
dividual performance and
the team still loses, that gets
overshadowed. 

After the great success of the
World Cup, should the ICC
revive the bid to have cricket
included in the Olympics? 

Honestly, I have never given
a thought to this. But, given
the kind of aura an Olympic
medal has, I would love to
win one. 

Your evolution as a batsman
and a captain

It is like gaining new experi-
ence after every game and
each series and helping you
to mould as a better player
than ever before. I always
believed in being a better
batter than a captain. There

were many who were critical
of my captaincy, though my
captaincy has come in for
lots of appreciation in the re-
cent World Cup. But again,
captaincy has something to
do with the team. I have
grown up as a batter through
the years and would love to
be more consistent.

How do you feel about the
word ‘batsman’ while
referring to women? Do we
need a gender-neutral word
for this and for other aspects
of cricket? For example, it's
called a gentleman's game.

I think it is more because of
habit than anything else. I
don’t think there is any
gender bias. Yes, I would like
the word ‘batter’ to be used
more prominently than
‘batsman’. Maybe, we should
also stop calling cricket as a
gentleman’s game as more
and more women are play-
ing the game across the
world with aplomb now.

‘I want to be a more consistent batter ’
India captain Mithali floored by the respect and love shown by fans at home 
V.V. Subrahmanyam

HYDERABAD

Mithali Raj. * NAGARA GOPAL.

Two senior Union Ministers
have raised objections to the
move that deprives the Rail-
ways Sports Promotion
Board (RSPB) and Services
Sports Control Board (SSCB)
of voting rights in National
Sports Federations (NSFs)
and the Indian Olympic As-
sociation (IOA).

In separate letters to
Union Sports Minister Vijay
Goel, Defence Minister Arun
Jaitley and Railways Minister
Suresh Prabhu have ques-
tioned the logic behind
downgrading the status of
two major sports boards,
which have provided supply
lines to Indian sports over
the years.

In a letter to the NSFs and
the IOA on February 23, the
Sports Ministry had said that
as per the new provision of
the National Sports Develop-
ment Code of India (NSDCI)
2011, “only one State/Union
Territory association from
each State/UT shall be admit-
ted as a member of an NSF…
Any organisation of an all-In-
dia standing and connected
with the sport may be given
the status of a State or that of
an UT and admitted as an af-
filiated member.

“Other categories of mem-
bership may also be given
but while each affiliated
State/UT shall have a right to
cast vote in the General
Body meeting, no other class
of members shall have any
right to vote in the NSFs’
meetings. While granting re-
cognition/affiliation to a
state/UT association, the
NSF should take into consid-
eration the representative
character of the State/UT as-
sociation so as to ensure that
only truly representative
body of the game gets

recognition/affiliation.

“It has come to the notice
that many NSFs have given
voting rights to the member
such as Sports Promotion
Boards, Association of In-
dian Universities, etc., which
is not in accordance with the
provision of the NSDCI.”

Jaitley said the “rationale”
behind the decision of re-
moving voting rights from
SSCB, which was one of the
founding members of the
NSFs and the IOA and has
contributed immensely in
sports, “is not clear.”

Pointing out that Services
not only wins medals but
also provides a talented pool
of sportspersons to the
country for major sporting
events, including the
Olympics, Jaitley said top
three teams in each game
“maybe given functional
status in technical and exec-
utive committees to
strengthen the system.”

Request for withdrawal

The Defence Minister re-
quested the withdrawal of
the advisory for removing
voting rights from SSCB.

Railways Minister Prabhu
regretted the Sports Min-
istry’s decision to withdraw
voting rights from RSPB
which has been playing a
prominent role in the field of
sports since 1928. “It has
3000 active sportspersons
(including around 1200 na-
tional and international
medallists) on its rolls” and
“almost one-third of the In-
dian contingent to the 2016
Rio Olympics” was from
RSPB.

Prabhu said the above-
stated portion of the NSDCI
“seems to be erroneous in-
terpretation and requires to
be re-examined.”

Jaitley, Prabhu object
to downgrading of
SSCB, RSPB 
Y.B. Sarangi 

KOLKATA

More than 11,000 people
have signed a petition call-
ing for Arsenal owner Stan
Kroenke to sell his shares
in the club after the Amer-
ican launched an online
channel, My Outdoor TV,
in Britain that will show
hunting and shooting. The
petition said the channel
advocated hunting of de-
fenceless animals. 

Arsenal
owner 
under fire 
Reuters

London

Qualifier Calvin Golmei
overcame a slow start to
beat Sultan Singh Atwal
3-6, 6-4, 6-0 in the men’s
quarterfinals of the AITA
ranking tennis tournament
at the CLTA Complex on
Wednesday.

Third seed Yuvraj Singh
also fought his way past
sixth seed Neeraj Yashpaul
6-7(4), 6-2, 6-3.
The results (quarterfinals):
Men: Calvin Golmei bt Sultan
Singh Atwal 3-6, 6-4, 6-0;
Ranjeet Singh bt Rhythm Mal-
hotra 6-1, 6-1; Yuvraj Singh bt
Neeraj Yashpaul 6-7(4), 6-2,
6-3; Udayan Bhakar bt
Vaibhav Kundu 6-2, 6-1.
Women: Prinkle Singh bt
Nikita Bishnoi 6-1, 6-1; Pareen
Shivekar bt Himanshika 3-6,
6-2, 6-1; Kavya Sawhney bt
Arushi Bhasin 6-0, 6-2;
Muskan Gupta bt Smriti Singh
6-1, 6-0.

Golmei
downs
Sultan 
CHANDIGARH

Saurabh Chaudhary
provided a fairytale finish, as
he clinched the men’s air pis-
tol gold, 0.8 point ahead of
world beater Jitu Rai, in the
17th Kumar Surendra Singh
shooting championship at
the Dr. Karni Singh Range in
Tughlakabad on Wednesday.

What was remarkable was
that the 15-year-old lad from
Uttar Pradesh, who had fin-
ished fourth in the World Ju-
nior Championship in Suhl
this season, had competed in
two other finals earlier in the
day, and won the junior and
youth silver medals.

It was some achievement

after Saurabh had topped
the qualification with 584 in
a strong field of 324 shooters
in the men’s event.

“I make them strong to
face defeat with a smile.
Most of them have learnt
well”, said the National ju-
nior coach Jaspal Rana,
whose young team had fin-
ished second in the medals
table in the World Junior
Championship in Germany.

In a gripping climax, Saur-
abh, who trailed Jitu by 0.4
point before the last two
shots, came up with 9.6 on
the penultimate hit in the 24-
shot final. Jitu had an 8.4.
That clinched it for Saurabh
as both showed their class

on the last shot with 10.6.
It was not a surprise in a

way, as Jitu had finished
eighth earlier in free pistol.
Amanpreet Singh and
Olympian Prakash Nanjappa
had shot 579 and missed the
final on the count back.

Saurabh had earlier in the
day been overtaken to the ju-
nior gold by Arjun Singh
Cheema, despite him shoot-
ing 10.5 on the last two
shots. Cheema shot 243.6,
with 10.7 and 10.5 on the last
two hits, for a total that was
better than the world junior
record of 241.1, to clinch the
gold, 0.9 point ahead of
Saurabh.

In the youth final, it was

Abhishek Arya who pipped
Saurabh by one point, with
an unbelievable climax of
10.8 and 10.9. Saurabh, who
had led 2.8 points ahead,
slipped to silver with shots of
9.6 and 8.3. Abhishek went
on to win the junior bronze.
The results:
Men: 10m air pistol: 1.
Saurabh Chaudhary 241.9
(584); 2. Jitu Rai 241.1 (581); 3.
Omkar Singh 217.9 (581).
Juniors: 1. Arjun Singh
Cheema 243.6 (576); 2. Saur-
abh Chaudhary 242.7 (584);
3. Abhishek Arya 221.7 (574).
Youth: 1. Abhishek Arya
241.0 (574); 2. Saurabh
Chaudhary 240.0 (584); 3.
Vijayveer Sidhu 219.4 (576).

SHOOTING

Saurabh has a fairytale finish
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

IM Anwesh Upadhyay and
P. Saravanna Krishnan led
with 6.5 points each after
the seventh round of the
National rapid chess cham-
pionship here on Wednes-
day. 

Grandmaster Deep Sen-
gupta lost to Aronyak
Ghosh in the sixth round,
while GM Neelotpal Das
split points with Ghosh in
the seventh. 

Giant-killer Kaustav
Chatterjee defeated former
World junior champion
Woman Grandmaster Sou-
mya Swaminathan in the
sixth round, while young-
ster Kaustuv Kundu beat
GM Sriram Jha in the fifth
round.

Anwesh and
Krishnan
in lead
KOLKATA: 
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SPORT

Fourth seeds Purav Raja
and Divij Sharan pipped
Santiago Gonzalez and
Scott Lipsky 7-6(6), 7-6(5)
in the first round of the
ATP 250 Los Cabos Open
here on Tuesday.
Other results: 
$25,000 Futures,
Nonthaburi: Second round:
Cheng-Yu Yu (Tpe) bt Rishab
Agarwal 6-4, 6-3; Karunuday
Singh bt Tung-Lin Wu (Tpe)
7-5, 3-6, 7-6(4). ITF women:
Second round: Y. Pranjala bt
Makoto Ninomiya (Jpn) 5-7,
6-2, 6-4.
$15,000 Futures, Cairo: First
round: Filippo Borella (Ita) bt
Anshumat Srivastava 6-0,
6-0. 
Doubles: Anirudh
Chandrasekar & P.C. Vignesh
bt Mohamed Aboulkassem &
Omar El-Moslemany (Egy)
6-3, 6-3.

Purav & Divij
in quarters 
Sports Bureau

Los Cabos (Mexico)

This one week, Shiv Kapur is
happy to admit, his
thoughts won’t entirely be
on the tournament he is
playing. 

Back home in Delhi, his
wife Maya is expecting their
first child, and Kapur is
prepared to fly out at a
moment’s notice. “I have her
on emergency dial,” he
grins. “The doctor has said
10 days, but you never
know.”

This has been a season of
joy for Kapur. In April, he
broke a trophy drought on

the Asian Tour that
stretched back some 11
years. The relief was
enormously sweet. 

“It felt like like a big load
had been lifted,” he says. 

Last year, he underwent
surgery on the liver that put
him out of action for a few
months. 

“I thought it was a
routine surgery but I got
really weak: my legs, all my
abdominal muscles... In
hindsight I should’ve waited
to grow stronger. But I
wouldn’t value the win as
much if I hadn’t been
through this.”

Kapur’s thoughts 
are elsewhere 
Shreedutta
Chidananda

Bengaluru

H.S. Prannoy, P. Kashyap,
Sourabh Vema and Siril
Verma reached the pre-
quarterfinals at the New
Zealand GP Gold badmin-
ton tournament here on
Wednesday. 
The results: 
Men’s singles: H.S. Prannoy
bt Firman Abdul Kholik (Ina)
23-21, 21-18; P. Kashyap bt
Oscar Guo (NZ) 21-9, 21-8;
Sourabh Verma bt Henrikho
Kho Wibowo (Ina) 21-16, 21-
16; Siril Verma bt Saputra
Vicky Angga (Ina) 21-14, 21-
16; Lin Yu Hsien (Tpe) bt Sahil
Sipani 21-9, 21-8; Anthony
Joe (Aus) bt Neeraj Vashist 21-
16, 21-13; Tzu Wei Wang (Tpe)
bt Pratul Joshi 21-13; 24-22.
Women’s doubles: Ayako Sak-
uramoto & Yukiko Takahata
(Jpn) bt Sanyogita Ghorpade
& Prajakta Sawant 21-15,
21-18.
Mixed doubles: Fan Qiuyue &
Xuanxuan Liu (Chn) bt Pra-
jakta Sawant & Yogendran
Khrishnan (Mas) 21-13, 21-13.

Four Indians
in last 16 
Press Trust of India

Auckland

Takeme Sarkar’s fighting vic-
tory over former National
champion Manika Batra did
not prove enough for Rail-
ways as Madhurika Patkar
played her part to perfection
for Petroleum on way to the
women’s team final of the
LPS Bossard 47th all-India
inter-institutional table ten-
nis championship here on
Wednesday.

The day also saw the Air-
ports Authority of India, fi-
nalist in both sections last
year, fall in the semifinals
and thereby go out of the
team events of the next Na-
tional championship. 

The only worry for Petro-
leum was Manika’s loss to a
battling Takeme. However,

Manika’s 4-11, 11-8, 7-11, 12-14
defeat did not hurt her team
since Madhurika played like
the National champion that
she is. She won against vet-
eran campaigner Aninditya
Chakraborty in the opener
and then closed the tie by
stopping Takeme.

Among the men, Devesh
Karia’s victories over
Ravindra Kotiyan and
Anirban Nandi proved in
vain for Central Revenue as
Railways battled back to
clinch a place in the final
through victories of Nandi,
E. Prabhakaran and Kotiyan,
in that order.
The results: 
Team championships:
Men: Semifinals: Petroleum
beat Reserve Bank of India 3-0
(A. Amalraj bt Raj Mondal 12-10,

8-11, 11-9, 12-10; G. Sathiyan bt
Vighney Reddy 11-9, 11-9, 13-11,
Soumyajit Ghosh bt Asif Haque
11-7, 11-8, 9-11, 9-11, 12-10);
Railways beat Central Revenue
3-2 (Anirban Nandi bt
Sivananda Seshadri 11-5, 15-13,
4-11, 12-10; Ravindra Kotiyan
lost to Devesh Karia 10-12, 2-11,
5-11; E. Prabhakaran bt Hardik
Bhatt 11-3, 11-5, 11-7; Anirban
lost to Devesh 9-11, 7-11, 11-6,
5-11; Ravindra Kotiyan bt
Sivananda 11-5, 11-8, 13-11).
Quarterfinals: Petroleum bt
Life Insurance 3-0, RBI bt Air In-
dia 3-0, Railways bt Canara
Bank 3-2, Central Revenue bt
Airport Authority of India 3-1.
Women: Semifinals: Petroleum
bt Railways 3-1 (Madhurika
Patkar bt Anindita Chakraborty
11-6, 12-10, 11-7; Manika Batra
lost to Takeme Sarkar 4-11,
11-8, 7-11, 12-14; Pooja Sahasr-

abuddhe bt Sagarika Mukherjee
12-10, 11-8, 13-11; Madhurika bt
Takeme 11-5, 11-7, 9-11, 14-12).

RBI beat AAI 3-1 (Ayhika
Mukherjee bt Selenadeepthi
Selvakumar 11-6, 11-7, 11-5; Ak-
ula Sreeja lost to Moumita
Datta 9-11, 11-9, 9-11, 8-11; Am-
rutha Pushpak bt Chipia Frenaz
12-10, 10-12, 11-9, 11-9; Ayhika
bt Moumita 11-7, 9-11, 4-11, 11-7,
11-9);

Quarterfinals: Petroleum bt
Food Corporation of India 3-0,
Railways bt Central Revenue
3-0, RBI bt Air India 3-0, AAI bt
Indian Audit and Audit Depart-
ment 3-1.

League Positions: Youth Boys:
1. Petroleum, 2. Air India, 3.
AAI.

Youth Girls: 1. Reserve Bank of
India, 2. Petroleum, 3. AAI, 4.
Air India.

Takeme Sarkar stuns Manika Batra as Railways tries to make a fist of it
RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Petroleum in line for the team double

PLAYING TODAY
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Telugu Titans v Patna Pirates
STAR Sports 1, 2 & HD1, HD2, 8
p.m. 
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

All he wanted, S.S.P.
Chawrasia stated on the eve
of the TAKE Solutions Mas-
ters, was to play his own
game. “If anyone plays bet-
ter than me,” he shrugged,
“he can take the trophy.” 

The perma-smiling
Chawrasia will start favour-
ite when the $300,000
Asian Tour event begins at
the Karnataka Golf Associ-
ation here on Thursday. 

The 39-year-old sits
second on the Order of Merit
and since 2014 has won
three of the seven Asian
Tour engagements on Indian
soil. He arrives here having
missed the cut at the Irish
and Scottish Opens, but
then he was in similarly
wretched form before he se-
cured the Indian Open in
March. 

Victory — or a tie for
second with one other
player — will catapult
Chawrasia to top spot on the
money list.

Back when the TAKE
Solutions Masters was on the
ADT, S. Chikkarangappa had
won it twice; he now chases
a first Asian Tour title. 

The 23-year-old has had a
difficult season but remains
confident he can turn it
around, especially in his
home-town.

Shiv Kapur, who ended a
long drought when he won
the Yeangder Heritage in
April, and Gaganjeet Bhullar,
who tied for second (with
the former) at the Thailand
Open in May, are contenders
too.

Also in the fray are a host
of overseas players who
have claimed their first titles
this year: Nicholas Fung
(Malaysia), who won the pre-
vious event on the calendar,
the Queen’s Cup; Rattanon

Wannasrichan (Thailand),
who secured the Thailand
Open in May; Jazz Janewat-
tananond (Thailand), who
triumphed in Bangladesh;
and Todd Sinnott (Australia)
who won in Myanmar in
January.

The TAKE Solutions Mas-
ters marks the return of

high-profile golf to the KGA,
which last hosted an Asian
Tour event five years ago. 

A number of players have
described the course as
technically demanding, with
the fairways narrower, the
rough longer, and the greens
faster. This will not be a
week for the power-hitters.

Chawrasia starts
favourite 
Big-time golf returns to KGA with TAKE Solutions Masters 

Photo op: S.S.P. Chawrasia, S. Chikkarangappa and Nicholas
Fung at a press conference ahead of tournament.

* K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

Haryana Steelers came back
strongly in the final stages of
the match to hold Gujarat
Fortunegiants to an exciting
27-all draw in the
ProKabaddi League match at
the Gachibowli Indoor Sta-
dium here on Wednesday.

It was Gujarat which led
11-8 after the first half in
which there was little to sep-
arate the teams.

On resumption, the effic-
acy of Gujarat defence was
to the fore. A spirited display
by captain Sukesh Hegde
and the Iranian duo of Fazel
Atrachali and Abozar Mo-
hajermighani gave little free-
dom to the Haryana raiders. 

With Rakesh Narwal and
Sunil Kumar complementing
superbly in defence, Gujarat
was the more dominant
team as the second session
progressed. 

What clearly left Haryana
behind was a super tackle

that saw its opponent take
13-12 lead.

Then it was the turn of
raiders Mahendra Ganesh
Rajput and Sukesh to see Gu-
jarat swell the lead. 

Sukesh brought in all his
experience to complete an
all-out and pick four crucial

points to give the team a 20-
13 lead. 

Despite Gujarat in control
with a convincing lead, Hary-
ana showed a steely determ-
ination to fight back, thanks
to the brilliance of its captain
Surender Nada, who scored
seven tackle points, and

raider Vikash Khandola who
had an equal number of raid
points. Surender Singh also
chipped in with six raid
points. 

Gujarat faltered in the cru-
cial last 10 minutes when its
opponent scored 13 points. 

One of the highlights was
defender Atrachali becom-
ing the first overseas player
to score 100 tackle points in
the PKL.

In the second match of
the evening, Bengal Warriors
defeated Telugu Titans
30-24.

This was the fourth defeat
in five matches for Titans. 
The result: Gujarat Fortunegi-
ants tied with Haryana Steelers
27-all

Bengal Warriors bt Telugu
Titans 30-24.

Steelers hold Fortunegiants 
Bengal Warriors defeats Telugu Titans in the second PKL match of the day
V.V. Subrahmanyam

HYDERABAD

Thriller: Intense action from the Gujarat Fortunegiants versus
Haryan Steelers match on Thursday. * NAGARA GOPAL 
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An app to help you
take perfect selfies
TORONTO

Scientists have developed a
smartphone app that will
help people learn the art of
taking perfect selfies. It is
integrated with an algorithm
that directs the user where to
position the camera, allowing
them to take the best shot
possible. In developing the
algorithm, the researchers
used used three dimensional
digital scans of “average”
looking people. PTI

IN BRIEF

Chinese man pays
$10,000 for whisky shot 
GENEVA

A Chinese man paid 9,999
Swiss francs ($10,000) last
week at a Swiss hotel for a
glass of whisky made in 1878
by the revered Scotch maker
Macallan, the 20Minuten

website said. The report was
confirmed by an employee of
the luxury Waldhaus Hotel in
St. Moritz, northeast
Switzerland. AFP

Tutankhamun’s furniture
inspired folding beds?
TOKYO

A unique foldable bed
belonging to King
Tutankhamun, who ruled
Egypt over 3,300 years ago,
may have inspired modern
folding beds, according to a
study of the furniture. An
ingenious mechanism allows
the unearthed bed to be
folded up into a Z shape, the
study showed. PTI

After a lifetime of public ser-
vice by the side of his wife
Queen Elizabeth II, Prince
Philip finally retired on Wed-
nesday at the age of 96.

The Duke of Edinburgh at-
tended a parade of Royal
Marines at Buckingham
Palace, the last of 22,219 solo
public engagements since
she ascended to the throne
in 1952. Prince Philip has at-
tended countless more
events with the Queen, now
91, offering his support and
livening proceedings with a
style of humour that often
makes headlines but has
eased many an awkward
exchange.

He took the salute at the
end of a charity challenge by
the Royal Marines, in which
members ran 2,678 km over
100 days to mark the found-
ing of the commando force
in 1664.

He has been captain gen-
eral of the corps since 1953,
taking over from the Queen’s
father king George VI, who

had died the year before.
The event also honoured his
military background — the
Duke was a naval officer dur-
ing the Second World War
and was marked out for a
glittering career, before he
gave it up on becoming the
royal consort.

Over the past 65 years, he
has carried out 637 visits
abroad on his own, given al-
most 5,500 speeches, and
was patron, president or a
member of more than 780

organisations.
He has a keen interest in

scientific and technological
research, was an early cham-
pion of the conservation
movement, and his youth
scheme the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award has extended
across the world.

‘Busiest royal’
“He may miss the activity,
because he’s been the
busiest royal. Every year, he
and [his daughter] Princess

Anne vie to which of them
does more,” one of his bio-
graphers, Gyles Brandreth,
told BBC radio.

While Prince Philip’s life
had not turned out as expec-
ted, Mr. Brandreth said the
Duke once told him: “I tried
to make the best of it... I had
to try to support the Queen
as best I could, without get-
ting in the way.”

Engagements open
A palace spokeswoman said
his individual programme of
public events had come to an
end, but “he may choose to
attend engagements along-
side the queen from time to
time.” The Queen once de-
scribed her husband of al-
most 70 years as “my
strength and stay.” 

Announcing his plans to
retire in May, Prince Philip
joked that he was the
“world’s most experienced
plaque-unveiler.” His sense
of humour has got him into
trouble in the past, making
headlines for politically in-
correct jokes. 

Prince Philip calls it quits
With Royal Marines parade, the Duke of Edinburgh retires from solo official duties

Regal journey: Britain's Prince Philip and Queen Elizabeth II
arrive for a parade at Ascot, England, on Wednesday. * AP

Agence France-Presse

London

Scientists in the U.S. have
repaired a disease-causing
mutation in the DNA of
early-stage human em-
bryos, they said on Wed-
nesday, taking a step closer
to engineering babies free
of inherited disorders.

The team’s successful
use of the CRISPR “gene
editing” tool in viable em-
bryos was hailed as a tech-
nical feat by outside ex-
perts, who called at the
same time for deeper de-
bate on the ethics of alter-
ing human DNA. The em-
bryos were not allowed to
develop beyond a few
days, when they com-
prised a handful of cells.

Disease gene
‘edited’ in
embryos
Agence France-Presse

Paris

A gold replica of a lunar
landing module gifted to U.S.
astronaut Neil Armstrong by
French jewellers has been
pilfered from an Ohio mu-
seum, with security footage
offering little help to police.

The artefact was stolen
late on Friday from the as-
tronaut’s namesake museum
in his small hometown of
Wapakoneta. Local police
are working with only a
blurry image of the thief
taken via security camera,
which has not helped them
identify the suspect.

The five-inch tall solid

gold model of the 1969
Lunar Excursion Module,
which took the first humans
to the moon, was one of
three made by Cartier.

They were given to Apollo

11 astronauts Neil Arm-
strong, Buzz Aldrin and Mi-
chael Collins during their
visit to Paris, as part of a cel-
ebratory world tour follow-
ing their return from space
in 1969. Authorities were un-
able to give an estimated
value for the object, but the
museum said the loss could
not be measured in dollars
and cents.

“Theft from a museum is
a theft from all of us,” the
Armstrong Air & Space Mu-
seum said in a Facebook
post. “For every day that an
item is missing, we are all
robbed of an opportunity to
enjoy it and our history.” 

Gold replica of lunar module
stolen from U.S. museum
Item was gifted to Neil Armstrong by French jewellers

Agence France-Presse

Chicago

A gold replica of the 1969
Lunar Excursion Module
made by Cartier. * AFP

‘Celebrity’ Twitter handles
display bot-like behaviour,
according to a study that
found accounts with more
than 10 million followers
tend to retweet at a rate sim-
ilar to automated systems.

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in the
U.K. found that in smaller ac-
counts, bots tweet far more
than humans.

Differ from humans
They noted that bot ac-
counts differ from humans

in several key ways. How-
ever, bot accounts generate
more tweets than human
accounts.

They also retweet far
more often, and redirect
users to external websites
far more frequently than hu-
man users.

‘Celebrity’ Twitter accounts act like bots
Press Trust of India

London
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