
Amid rising panic over re-
ports of mysterious ‘braid-
chopping’ incidents, Mutnai
village of Dauki police sta-
tion area in Agra saw a 65-
year-old Dalit woman, Maan
Devi, being beaten to death
in an upper caste locality by
people who suspected her of
being the witch who was go-
ing around chopping wo-
men’s hair.

Interestingly, no cases of
hair-chopping have been re-
ported from this village. The
police have booked the ac-
cused on charges of murder
and also under the SC/ST At-
rocities Act.

Panic in U.P.

The lynching comes in the
wake of reports over the past
week from Delhi, Haryana,
and Rajasthan where women
have complained of their
hair being mysteriously
chopped off while they were
asleep. The reports caused
panic in parts of western Ut-
tar Pradesh, as in the last
two days the local media re-
ported ten cases — six from
Mathura, two from Agra, and
one from Ghaziabad — of
sleeping women waking up
to find their hair ‘chopped
off’.

Macchla Devi, 35, in Man-
graul Jat village of Acchnera
area in Agra woke up to find
her hair cut. Similarly, Prem-

vati, a resident of Sheshram
village in Mathura, found her
braids cut although she had
been working in her home. 

“She was too shocked to
talk about it when she found
her chopped off in her bed-
room. She called me and
showed me the hair. It was
scary,” Naval Singh, husband
of Premvati, told The Hindu.
In some cases reported from
Mathura, villagers had ap-
proached tantriks instead of
the police with complaints.

Meanwhile in Khair town
of Aligarh, on Thursday af-
ternoon, a mob surrounded
a woman on suspicion that
she was the “hair chopper”.
Police reached the spot be-
fore the crowd started mis-
behaving with her, and took
the woman in custody. 

Senior police officials said
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had directed all
district magistrates and
senior superintendents of
police to probe the alleged
incidents. While discussing
the law and order situation
with senior district officials
of the State via video confer-
ence on Wednesday, Mr.
Adityanath said the culprits
involved in acts of mischief
and vandalism should face
strict action. 

The police haven’t acted
on these rumours till now as
no complaints have been re-
gistered. 

Dalit woman killed
for ‘braid-chopping’ 
Villagers suspected she was behind the act 

Staff reporter

Meerut

friday, august 4, 2017 Delhi

City Edition

36 pages O ₹10.00

follow us:

thehindu.com

facebook.com/thehindu

twitter.com/the_hindu

The ‘None Of The Above’
(NOTA) option will remain
on the ballot paper in the
upcoming Rajya Sabha
elections.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to stay an
Election Commission circu-
lar issued in January 2014
that introduced NOTA in the
Rajya Sabha elections.

A Bench of Justices Dipak
Misra, Amitava Roy and A.M.
Khanwilkar rejected the Gu-
jarat Congress’s plea to
freeze the NOTA option for
elections to the three Rajya
Sabha seats in the State on
August 8. 

Refusing to also quash a
Gujarat Vidhan Sabha circu-
lar of August 1 to include
NOTA in the ballot papers,
the court paid scant regard
to submissions made by
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Congress chief
whip in Gujarat Assembly
Shailesh Manubhai Parmar,
that NOTA would be a “re-
cipe for corruption”, and it
would be seen as if the court
was turning its back on
corruption.

Mr. Sibal raised the con-
cern that MLAs could defy
the party whip and invalid-
ate their votes by opting for
NOTA. To this, Justice Roy
asked Mr. Sibal whether he
was apprehensive of losing
the RS polls in Gujarat.

Notice to EC

The court, however, issued
notice to the Election Com-
mission of India, saying the
poll body should be heard in
detail as any judicial de-
cision on NOTA may have a
ripple effect on elections
conducted from January 24,
2014, to the present day.

The court asked why the
Congress was challenging
the circular now, while not-
ing that “God knows how

many elections were held
since January 24, 2014.”

The court specifically re-
corded Attorney-General
K.K. Venugopal’s submission
that the Union of India does
not in anyway interfere with
the decisions of the Election
Commission and, hence,
had no role in this case. 

Consequently, the court
issued notice only to the
Election Commission for a
response on the Gujarat Con-
gress’ challenge of its Janu-
ary 24, 2014, notification.
Though the Union was let off
as a party in the case, Mr.
Venugopal was roped in by
the Bench to assist the court.

“Does the Election Com-
mission not consult political
parties before issuing such a

circular,” Justice Khanwilkar
asked at one point, even as
the court scheduled the case
for hearing the Election
Commission on September
13.

“The system of NOTA
makes the system of propor-
tional representation by
means of single transferable
vote nugatory and otiose and
cannot be made applicable
in Rajya Sabha elections. The
use of NOTA cannot be sanc-
tioned by way of the im-
pugned circular,” Mr. Par-
mar submitted.

NOTA option to stay
in Rajya Sabha polls
Are you apprehensive of losing, SC judge asks counsel Sibal

Krishnadas Rajagopal
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Major, jawan killed in
Kashmir 
SRINAGAR

A Major and a sepoy and two

militants were killed in two

incidents in Kashmir on

Thursday. Major Kamlash

Pandey and sepoy Tanzin

Chhultim died of injuries after

being hit by the bullets

during an operation in

Shopian at 2.30 a.m. 
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External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj told the Ra-
jya Sabha on Thursday that
“war was not a solution,” re-
ferring to the ongoing stan-
doff with the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army at
Doklam, adding that “wis-
dom was to resolve issues
diplomatically.”

Ms. Swaraj said “patience”
was the need of the hour and
India was not going to use
any “aggressive language” in
its response to the standoff
at the Bhutan-India-China
tri-junction. 

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry has, in the past month,
issued strong statements and
warned India not to have any
“impractical illusions,”
adding it was “easier to
shake a mountain than the
PLA.”

“We should be prepared
for war, but war is not a solu-

tion. Even after the war, you
have to sit for a dialogue. So
why not look for a way out
without going to war. We
don’t want to win our neigh-
bours by military power, but
by being an economic super-
power. It is a reality that
China has invested $160 bil-
lion in India, while three
years ago it was $140 billion,”
Ms. Swaraj said, responding
to a statement by Opposition

leaders during a short dura-
tion discussion on India’s
foreign policy and engage-
ment with strategic partners.

Sharad Yadav of Janata Dal
(United), an ally of the BJP in
Bihar, praised former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi for
“cleverly annexing Sikkim
with Russia’s help” but ac-
cused the current govern-
ment of being a “stooge of
the U.S.” Sitaram Yechury of

the CPI(M) said that in the
past three years, India had
been reduced to a “junior
strategic ally of the U.S.” 

Anand Sharma of the Con-
gress said that after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
U.S. President Donald
Trump, there was a missive
from the PMO to the revenue
department to reduce im-
port duty on Harley David-
son motorcycles but there
was no assurance on H-1B
visas, which affect a large
number of Indian profes-
sionals working in the U.S. 

Responding to the
charges, Ms. Swaraj said that
there was no drop in the
number of H-1B visas for In-
dians and it had remained
intact at 65,000 since 2004,
when the United Progressive
Alliance was in power.

End face-o� peacefully: Sushma
We should be prepared for war, but it is not a solution, she tells Rajya Sabha

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi termed Pranab
Mukherjee a “father figure”
and a mentor to him, in a
letter written to him on his
last day in office as Presid-
ent of India. 

Touched by the gesture,
Mr. Mukherjee shared the
July 24 letter on his private
Twitter handle on Thursday,
to which Mr. Modi replied,
“Pranab da, I shall always
cherish working with you.” 

In the letter, the Prime
Minister acknowledged that
though the two had differ-
ent ideological orientations,
they struck a rapport and
worked together. “Pranab
Da, our political journeys
took shape in different polit-
ical parties. Our ideologies,

at times, have been differ-
ent. Our experiences are
also varied. My administrat-
ive experience was from my
State, whereas you have
seen the expanse of our na-
tional polity and politics for
decades. Yet, such is the
strength of your intellect
and wisdom that we were
able to work together with
synergy,” Mr. Modi said.

You’ve been a mentor,
Modi tells Pranab
Touched by gesture, says ex-President

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Pranab Mukherjee and
Narendra Modi at a function
in New Delhi recently. 

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10

The vice-presidential
election, scheduled for
Saturday, may look like it is
in the bag for the ruling
NDA, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is taking no
chances. On Friday evening,
he will meet all MPs of the
NDA and the parties that

have pledged support to its
candidate M. Venkaiah
Naidu at the G.M.C. Balayogi
Auditorium in the
Parliament House complex.
The meeting will also have
an exercise of mock voting
with replicas of the ballot.
A page 11

Modi to meet MPs today 

NOTA IN USE IN RAJYA SABHA

POLLS SINCE 2014; IMPACT WILL

BE LIKE ABSTENTION A PAGE 11
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Search and seizure opera-
tions against Karnataka En-
ergy Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar continued for the
second day on Thursday,
bringing for the first time his
official chambers at the Min-
istry under the scanner.
Raids were also conducted
at SBG Group, Hassan,
which has interests in real
estate, for its alleged links
with the Minister. 

Income tax sleuths, who
arrived with CRPF person-
nel, scrutinised several doc-
uments at the Minister’s
chambers at the Karnataka
Power Transmission Corpor-
ation Ltd, but did not seize
any. However, they have
marked certain documents

for future reference, sources
said.

Two keymakers were
summoned to the Sadashiv-
anagar residence of Mr. Shiv-
akumar, to open two
almirahs, the keys for which
the residents claimed were

lost. No information was
available on what was found
or why an A/C technician
was also called.

Income tax o�cials scrutinise several documents 

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj

Bengaluru

Congress workers stage a protest in Mandya on Thursday
against the raids. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Karnataka Minister’s o�cial
chambers searched 

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
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EAST

DELHI Timings

Friday, August 04

RISE 05:45 SET 19:10

RISE 16:35 SET 02:39

Saturday, August 05

RISE 05:45 SET 19:09

RISE 17:24 SET 03:27

Sunday, August 06

RISE 05:46 SET 19:08

RISE 18:09 SET 04:17

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday accused the
Centre of not helping the
State government in tackling
the ‘havoc’ caused by the re-
cent floods in the State.

She said flood waters
washed away roads, bridges
and crops in several districts
of the State.

50 killed

At least 50 people were
killed in 14 districts and
nearly 4 lakh hectares of ag-
ricultural land washed away
in incessant rain and result-
ant water discharged by the
Damodar Valley Corporation
through its dams.

“They [Centre] are not at
all helping us in tackling the
flood havoc,” Ms. Banerjee
said, adding that districts
like Howrah, Hooghly, Birb-
hum and two Midnapores
have been badly hit.

Ms. Banerjee said she
would speak to Chief Secret-

ary Malay Dey, who is cur-
rently in New Delhi, in this
regard once he is back.

Meanwhile, a senior offi-
cial at the State agricultural
department said around
36,110 hectares of land out of
the 1,24,144 hectares, where

vegetables were planted, is
under water.

“The maximum damage
was witnessed in districts
like East Midnapore and
South 24 Parganas. In East
Midnapore, around 6,984
hectares of land lay under

water while in South 24 Par-
ganas the figure is 8,242 hec-
tares,” the officer said.
Paddy damage in East Mid-
napore was estimated at
16,940 hectares while in
South 24 Parganas it was at
13,263 hectares, he said.

Centre not helping us tackle
�ood havoc, claims Mamata
Flood waters washed away roads, bridges and crops in several districts of Bengal

A hand-rickshaw puller carrying passengers through a waterlogged street in Kolkata on
Thursday. * PTI

Press Trust of India 

Kolkata

A hardcore dacoit, Babu
Nayak, was arrested by the
police following an ex-
change of fire under the
Tarasing police station area
in Ganjam district of
Odisha on Thursday. About
1.2 kg of gold ornaments
were seized from him. 

Nayak is alleged to be
the mastermind behind the
dacoity at the Manitara
branch of Utkal Grameen
Bank (UGB) at Manitara in
Ganjam district on May 24.
A group of six armed men
had looted mortgaged gold
ornaments and ₹4 lakh in
cash from the bank.

Apart from gold orna-
ments, a pistol, bombs,
detonators and a bike were
seized from his possession. 

40 criminal cases 

According to Ganjam Su-
perintendent of Police
Ashis Singh, Nayak was in-
volved in several major da-
coities and robberies in
Ganjam, Nayagarh and
Khurda districts. He was
also involved in crimes in
the Khandagiri area of
Bhubaneswar. Over 40
criminal cases related to
dacoity, robbery and viol-
ent attacks are pending
against him in the police
stations of Ganjam and
Nayagarh districts.

On Thursday, the police
received a tip-off about the
possible movement of
Nayak in the Bhanjangar
area. 

Three police teams kept
a watch on different stra-
tegic locations.

“The team of the Taras-
ing police station located
Nayak near Janibandha.
When asked to surrender,
the criminal hurled coun-
try bombs and fired at the
police team. Retaliatory fir-
ing by the police injured
Nayak in both the legs and
left hand,” the police said. 

Nayak has been shifted
to MKCG Medical College
and Hospital for treatment. 

Dacoit held in
Ganjam after
encounter 

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

Five persons, including four
members of a hotel owner,
died of suffocation after a
fire broke out at Budheswari
Colony here early on
Thursday.

The city-based hotelier,
Satpal Singh, escaped with
injuries. He has been admit-
ted to the government-run
Capital Hospital.

The victims have been
identified as Mr. Singh’s son
Gagan Pal Singh (40), daugh-
ter-in-law Bhawna Singh
(38), grandson Rubir Singh

and granddaughter Sohabi
Singh. A domestic help,
Khushi Das (15), also died in
the incident.

Though fire service per-
sonnel rescued all the six
persons alive, five of them
succumbed to their injuries
on the way to hospital.

According to preliminary
investigation, the fire eman-
ated from an air-conditioner
and soon the smoke spread
out in different directions.
The ply ceiling helped the
smoke to escape to different
rooms.

The smoke was spotted

by neighbourers around
4.30 a.m. They informed the
police control room, which
in turn forwarded the mes-
sage to the fire service
station.

“We received information
about the fire at 5.18 am.
When we reached the spot,
all the rooms were filled
with smoke. We rescued six
persons. The injured per-
sons were rushed to hospital
by police and private
vehicles. Some victims had
skin burn marks,” said fire
officer Ramesh Chandra Ma-
jhi, fire officer.

Died of su�ocation after an air-conditioner caught �re

Staff Reporter 

BHUBANESWAR

Five killed in Odisha �re 

Shutdown enters 50th
day in Darjeeling 
DARJEELING

The indefinite shutdown in

Darjeeling hills over the

demand for a separate State

of Gorkhaland entered its

50th day on Thursday amid

rallies being taken out by the

Gorkha Janmukti Morcha and

other hill parties.
PTI 



NORTH
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 2017 3
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Nearly one month after
their conviction on
charges of criminal tres-
pass and causing hurt in a
19-year-old Right to In-
formation-related case, so-
cial activist Nikhil Dey and
his three associates in
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS) have
been acquitted by a Ses-
sions court at Kishangarh
in Ajmer district of
Rajasthan.

A Judicial Magistrate
had sentenced Mr. Dey

and others to four months
in jail in a case pertaining
to an incident on May 6,
1998, when the RTI activ-
ists demanded informa-
tion from the sarpanch of

the Harmada panchayat
samiti in response to a
large number of com-
plaints of corruption in
development works in the
panchayat.

Sarpanch Pyarelal, an
alleged liquor contractor,
had filed a criminal case
accusing the activists of as-
saulting him at his house
when they came to ask for
information from him.
The activists defended
themselves, saying they
had tried to deliver a letter
from the Block Develop-
ment Officer and the

sarpanch had come out of
his house and assaulted
them.

The Kishangarh Addi-
tional Sessions Judge com-
pounded the offence un-
der Section 320 of
Criminal Procedure Code,
while setting aside the
conviction of activists by
the lower court in the
third week of July. Besides
Mr. Dey, others set free
from criminal charges un-
der Sections 323 and 451
of Indian Penal Code were
Norti Bai, Ram Karan and
Chotu Lal Malakar.

Nikhil Dey, 3 others acquitted 
in 19-year-old RTI-related case
They were charged with criminal trespass and causing hurt 

Nikhil Dey

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR

Putting to rest all specula-
tion on possible leadership
change in Haryana in the
run-up to the Assembly
elections, Bharatiya Janata
Party president Amit Shah
on Thursday said the party
would fight the next elec-
tions under Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar.

“I had said in Chandigarh
that there is no question of
change in leadership in
Haryana and the same has
been repeated by State BJP
chief Subhash Barala re-
cently,” said Mr. Shah.

Mr. Shah is on three-day
visit to Rohtak to review the
performance of the Khattar
government and assess the
political situation in the
State. Lauding the State gov-
ernment, Mr. Shah said the
earlier governments be-
longed to a particular family
or a caste, but the present
BJP government was “trans-
parent” and “belonged to
all”. 

He said the State govern-
ment had made “transpar-
ent” recruitments in police
and other departments and
its policy for online transfer
of teachers should be emu-
lated by all.

No question of leadership
change in Haryana: Shah 
Ashok Kumar 

ROHTAK
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Vikram Goud remanded
in judicial custody
HYDERABAD

M. Vikram Goud, son of

former Telangana Minister 

M. Mukesh Goud, who was

accused of orchestrating an

attempt on his life using

hired gang of assailants, was

arrested by the Banajra Hills

police on Thursday. He was

presented before a local

court and remanded in

judicial custody for 14 days.

He was lodged in the

Chanchalguda central prison. 

IN BRIEF

Lottery dealer moves
Kerala High Court
KOCHI 

An anticipatory bail petition

was filed on Thursday in the

Kerala High Court by a lottery

dealer from Palakkad,

suspecting an arrest in

connection with a case

registered against the stockist

of the Mizoram State

lotteries. The petition was

filed by S.S. Vishnu. 

The Karnataka government
on Thursday found itself at
the receiving end of a
tongue-lashing from the Su-
preme Court for demanding
about ₹15 lakh from the
2008 Bangalore serial blasts
case accused, Abdul Nasir
Maudany, to escort him to
Kerala for his son’s wedding.

The court recently gran-
ted Mr. Maudany 14 days’
bail for his Kerala visit. It
ordered Mr. Maudany to
bear the expenses for his po-
lice escort.

‘Not part of work?’
However, a Bench of Justices
S.A. Bobde and L.
Nageswara Rao expressed
shock when Mr. Maudany’s
lawyers, advocates Prashant
Bhushan and Haris Beeran,
presented in court a commu-
nication from the Bengaluru
Police Commissioner saying

Mr. Maudany would have to
shell out ₹14,79,876 to cover
the expenses of the police
escort. 

A visibly annoyed Bench
asked the Karnataka govern-
ment whether it was trying
to indirectly scuttle the
court’s order allowing Mr.
Maudany to go to Kerala.
The court also asked
whether escort duty was not
part of police work.

The court directed
Karnataka to prepare a fresh

list of expenditure and re-
turn on Friday.

In his bail plea, Mr.
Maudany said he had last
visited Kerala in July 2016
and had refrained from mak-
ing frequent requests for re-
laxation of the conditions to
his bail. 

“The petitioner [Mr.
Maudany] has only sought
relaxation now because it
his son’s wedding, and,
therefore, it is necessary for
him to attend,” the plea said.

The last time he had
asked for bail, the Karnataka
government had assured the
Supreme Court that the trial
would be concluded in four
months. But the trial was not
completed and he had to
seek bail in July 2016 to visit
his ailing mother in Kerala.

In one of the earlier hear-
ings, the Supreme Court had
expressed concern about
the prolonged nature of the
trial. 

SC: shocked at demand for
₹15 lakh to escort Maudany
Asks Karnataka if it is scuttling order on PDP leader’s bail

Legal Correspondent

New Delhi

Abdul Nasir Maudany

Twin message: Bengaluru-based artist Baadal Nanjundaswamy has drawn a mosquito around a pothole to highlight two issues —
dengue and poor road conditions — in Yadavagiri, Mysuru. * M.A. SRIRAM 
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Saying it with art

Call it a library with books
that talk, tell their own
stories and answer your
questions. 

The Human Library
series, a concept that was
born in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in 2000, will hit a
new destination this month
— Bengaluru. 

The unusual project
coaxes people to “not judge
a book by its cover” and
instead initiate
conversations. 

Browse through titles
The discussions, which have
journeyed through New
Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad
and Chennai, will have the
same format in the
Bengaluru edition as well.
People will register for it

stating why they are
interested in ‘being a book’.
Those who pass the filters
will get to set what their own
title will be, and themselves

become the human book. 
At the event, “readers” —

people who are interested to
listen to these “books,” will
browse through the ‘titles’,

pick one and start ‘reading’
them through a
conversation. 

The minimum age for
participants, both as the
human books and readers, is
18. The event itself will last
about half a day, said Roshni
Ross, an organiser at the
Bengaluru event, adding that
the response to the call for
“books” had been good. 

Choosing identities 
“Those who are interested in
reading can pick their book
and converse with it sitting
across for 20 to 30 minutes,”
she said. 

Though general feedback
will be collected, the “end-
result” would be to “break
the bridge between what is
known and what it really is,”
she said. 

The event is about

discrimination and
identities. Samples of titles
that the parent Human
Library offers include
“Unemployed,” “Autism
Spectrum Disorders,”
“Convert,” “Homeless,”
“Soldier (PTSD),” “Sexually
abused” and “Refugee.” 

With each city having its
own discrimination
priorities, the titles range
from gender normative and
transgenders to Dabbawala
in Mumbai. 

The stories narrated give
readers a new perspective
and broaden their horizons. 

It was at the Roskilde
Festival in Denmark that the
Human Library
(Menneskebiblioteket in
Danish) made its debut, as
an eight-hours-a-day, four-
day event featuring over 50
‘titles’. 
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At this library, read people like a book 
The Human Library is coming to Bengaluru to engage readers on discrimination, identity

Speaking books: The project asks people to “not judge a book
by its cover,” and initiate conversations. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

K.C. Deepika

BENGALURU

While there is growing de-
mand for a separate religion
tag for Veerashaiva-Lingayat
dharma, with the Akhila
Bharata Veerashaiva Mahas-
abha reiterating it, the
body’s earlier efforts on sim-
ilar lines did not meet with
success. Some within the
community fear that for-
warding the same demand
again might meet the same
end.

The Veerashaiva Mahas-
abha, considered a repres-
entative body of the com-
munity, had approached the
High Court of Karnataka
seeking separate code for
Veerashaiva/Lingayat in the
census by filing a writ peti-
tion in 1990. The court had
dismissed the petition on the
ground that the census in-
structions to the enumerat-
ors allow all religions to be

faithfully recorded as repor-
ted by the respondents.
Thus, all the religions had a
fair and equal opportunity to
be recorded and providing a
code was only an adminis-
trative convenience.

Various citations
What is more interesting is
the reply of the Assistant Re-
gistrar General of India Prat-
ibha Kumari (dated 14/11/
2013) to the letter submitted
to the Registrar General of
India by the Mahasabha. She
recalled the 1990 court or-
der, census reports and
works of British writers to ar-
gue why the plea of the ma-
hasabha could be enter-

tained. Her objections
stemed mainly from the data
available on the pre-Inde-
pendence census reports
and two works of British au-
thors. In the reply, it is men-
tioned that the census of pre-
Independence period (1891,
1901, 1911, and 1931) reported
Lingayats to be “caste
Hindu”.

In the reply, it is stated
that standard ethnographic
literature also substantiate
the fact that Lingayat/Veer-
ashaiva is a sect evolved
from Hinduism, but it rejects
the traditional temple cult
dominated by the Brahmin
priest. “As described by C.B.
Brown... Lingayats are anti-
Brahminical worshippers of
Siva.” Ms. Pratibha Kumari
further says that they are dis-
ciples of Basavanna whom
they regard as a form of God
Siva. She also quotes from
Thurstone’s Castes and

Tribes of Southern India
(1909: rpt; 1975, Vol IV, page
236) where he says: “Lingay-
ats have been aptly de-
scribed as a peaceable race
of Hindu Puritans. Their reli-
gion is a simple one. They
acknowledge only one God
Siva.”

Ms. Pratibha Kumari says
from the details stated
above, that it is inferred that
Veerashaiva-Lingayat is a
sect of Hindu and not an in-
dependent religion. 

Interestingly, she has also
made an observation regard-
ing people belonging to the
Scheduled Castes com-
munity losing their reserva-
tion if the demand is met. 

However, several seers
who contend that Lingayat
and Veerashaiva are differ-
ent, feel the term Veer-
ashaiva was the reason for
rejection, since it has its
roots in Hinduism. 

Lingayat religion tag: why a 
similar petition was set aside 
In 1990, HC dismissed a plea by Akhila Bharata Veerashaiva Mahasabha 

GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

HUBBALLI <> Veerashaiva-

Lingayat is a sect of

Hinduism, not an

independent

religion

Another petition was filed
with the sub-registrar office
here on Thursday against
Manipuri civil rights activist
Irom Sharmila’s marriage
proposal.

The Hindu Makkal Katchi
(HMK) handed over a peti-
tion demanding denial of
permission for her marriage
keeping in mind the in-
terests of the local people.
Ms. Sharmila and her British
partner Desmond Coutinho
had submitted their papers
for their marriage at the
Sub-Registrar Office on July
12. A 30-day notice was
served as her marriage
could be registered under
the Special Marriage Act.

In a petition, HMK’s State
general secretary R. Raviku-
mar said Kodaikanal was a
peaceful place attracting
thousands of tourists from

within and outside the coun-
try. If Ms. Sharmila was al-
lowed permanent stay here,
it would disturb the peace.
Moreover, the police should
investigate if there were any
foreign forces behind her
plan to stay in Kodaikanal,
he added. The registration
officials received the peti-
tion and promised to look
into it.

Later, talking to media
persons, Mr. Ravikumar al-

leged that Ms. Irom Sharmila
was trying to create law and
order problem. “If she really
wanted to fight against hu-
man rights violation, she
should go to Kashmir. Her
stay would certainly attract
international and local agit-
ators to Kodaikanal and it
would affect peace. She
should be sent back to her
native place. If officials fail
to do this, we will not allow
her to enter into Kodaik-
anal,” he added. 

The HMK also con-
demned her for her repor-
ted expression of support to
the tribals in Kodaikanal.
The HMK cadre tried to go in
a procession to her house,
but were thwarted by the
police. 

Earlier, V. Mahendran, a
social activist from Pethu-
parai, had also submitted a
petition against Ms.
Sharmila.

Hindu out�t says Kodaikanal’s peace would be hit

Staff Reporter

KODAIKANAL

Another plea against Irom Sharmila

Irom Sharmila

Abhinav Srivastav, 31, an IIT-
Kharagpur graduate, has
been arrested by the
Bengaluru city police on the
charge of illegally accessing
confidential Aadhaar data,
the police said on Thursday. 

Srivastav was the founder
of software firm Qarth, taken
over by cab aggregator Ola in
2016. A complaint was filed
against him by the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) last week. He
was arrested on Tuesday. 

Srivastav, currently em-
ployed by ANI Technologies,
which owns the Ola brand,
as a software development
engineer, has been accused
of accessing Aadhaar inform-
ation in January this year
through an app named

‘Aadhar e-KYC’ which was
available on the Google Play
store till recently. 

According to the police,
Srivastav had developed five

apps and made ₹40,000
from advertisements dis-
played on them. Officials are
scanning all his apps to as-
certain whether more viola-
tions were committed. The
Aadhar e-KYC app was
downloaded over 50,000
times from the Google Play
store since its launch in Janu-
ary, the police said. 

City Police Commissioner
T. Suneel Kumar said that
based on the complaint, six
teams of police were formed
to nab Srivastav. He has been
accused of using the services
of another app, ‘e-hospital’,
which is listed as an authen-
ticated user agency author-
ised to access UIDAI data. A
police officer said around
400 entities had been au-
thorised to access the data
for authentications. Mr.

Srivastav’s company was not
among them. 

It has come to light that
Srivastav piggy-backed on
the infrastructure of another
app for hacking into the data
base. 

How it happened
“Aadhaar related informa-
tion, legally housed by the
NIC server, was illegally ac-
cessed and used to support
this mobile application,”
says a statement by the po-
lice. 

Srivastav, in order to give
his ‘Aadhar e-KYC’ app an air
of authenticity, hacked into
the server of the National In-
formatics Centre (NIC),
which houses the e-hospital
system which is a solution
for government hospitals to
handle patient care. 

‘Abhinav Srivastav used infrastructure of another app to hack into the data base’ 

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Techie held for accessing Aadhaar data

Police displaying the
photograph of Abhinav
Srivastav. * V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

Union Minister for Finance
and Defence Arun Jaitley
will visit Kerala on Sunday
in the backdrop of growing
incidents of violence
against Bharatiya Janata
Party and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh work-
ers in the State. He will visit
the home of Rajesh, RSS
worker who was hacked to
death last Saturday, and BJP
councillors in
Thiruvananthpuram whose
homes have been attacked. 

The BJP has been raising,
in Parliament too, the
killings of its and RSS work-
ers in Kerala, allegedly by
CPI(M) members, and Mr.
Jaitley’s visit is being seen
as upping the ante.

It is not yet known
whether he will meet Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
who was asked earlier by
Union Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh to put an end to
such incidents. 

Mr. Vijayan had called a
“peace meeting” of RSS
and CPI(M) leaders, but it

has not satisfied the BJP.
Union Minister for Informa-
tion Smriti Irani told The
Hindu that the BJP “is not
satisfied with the peace

talks initiated by Mr. Vi-
jayan...” 

‘17 months, 17 murders’
BJP general secretary Bhu-
pendra Yadav said the State
government should be
questioned more closely.
“There have been 17
murders of RSS men in 17
months. Five of these have
taken place in Mr. Vijayan’s
village. Rajesh was hacked
in 84 places, just 15 minutes
away from the Raj Bhavan
and when Section 144 was
in force. It seems that if you
are from the RSS, you can
be killed and no one will be
outraged by it,” he said.

Senior RSS office-bearers
Suresh ‘bhaiyyaji’ Joshi,
Dattatreya Hosabele and
Krishna Gopal met BJP
president Amit Shah re-
cently to voice concern
over the murders and to
urge that the BJP raise the
issue more forcefully. 

Jaitley to head for Kerala
BJP ups the ante on political violence, leaders take on CPI(M) government

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

CPI(M) leader P. Kar-
unakaran on Thursday
sought to counter the BJP’s
attack on the political
killings in Kerala, during
zero hour in the Lok Sabha,
leading to slogan-shouting
by MPs from both parties. 

The CPI(M) members
trooped into the well of the
House. As Mr. Karunakaran
was barely audible in the
din, the House had to be
adjourned for a while. 

‘Serious allegations’ 
According to the uncorrec-
ted debate on the Lok
Sabha website, Mr. Kar-
unakaran said: 

“Some of the respected
members of the ruling
party made serious allega-

tions against the CPI(M)
leaders, including the Chief
Minister of Kerala and the
Secretary of the State Com-
mittee. There is no justifica-
tion in giving the names of

Shri M.M. Mani and oth-
ers… (Interruptions). Since
they are not in a position to
give any reply, it is not
proper to make such allega-
tions against these leaders

... (Interruptions).” 
“Besides, they have

quoted the … (Not recor-
ded) as terrorist of the CPI
(M)… (Interruptions). They
are the senior members of
this party… (Interruptions).
I would like to know from
the ruling party, i.e. the
BJP, whether … (Not recor-
ded) is a terrorist party or
not… (Interruptions).” 

He spoke again soon
after the House reas-
sembled, but was barely
audible. 

He said Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan had
been holding meetings
with members of the RSS,
the Left and other stake-
holders to end the viol-
ence, and added that many
Left workers too had been
killed over the years. 

Issue echoes in Parliament
Kerala CM has been holding meetings to end violence in State: Karunakaran

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Heated arguments: CPI(M) member P. Karunakaran with
party members in the Lok Sabha on Thursday. * PTI

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has
asked the Kerala
government to take
effective steps to bring to
an end the “spate of attacks
on political party workers
and their killings in
Kerala.” 

It has directed the Chief
Secretary and State Police
Chief (SPC) to furnish a
detailed report on the
matter within four weeks.

“The brutal killings of
the party workers are
indicative of growing
rivalry among the workers

of different parties and the
poor state of law and order
situation in the State of
Kerala. There is an urgent
need to curb the ongoing
violence which amounts to
violations to right to life of
the victims,” an NHRC
press release quoted the
commission as saying. 

Differences of opinion
and healthy criticism were
an integral part of a multi-
party democratic political
system. But bloodshed in
the name of political and
ideological differences was
neither ethical nor
acceptable in a civilised
society. 

NHRC notice to State 
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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With the migration of a vari-
ety of fish from the sea to
Chilika lake adversely af-
fected by the rampant use of
small and zero mesh size
nets, and overfishing further
damaging fish breeding, at
least five commercially im-
portant fish species in the
lake face the threat of
depletion.

Disappearance of com-
mercially-valued fish species
has hampered the livelihood
of traditional fishing com-
munities that live in and
around Chilika, which is one
of the fish-rich lagoons of the
country.

Adverse ecosystem
The Central Inland Fisheries
Research Institute (CIFRI),
Barrackpore, has identified
five fish species - Khainga
(Mugil cephalus), Dangala
(Liza macrolepis), Boraga
(Dayscaena albida), Sahala
(eleutheromema tetradac-
tylum) and Kundala (Et-
roplus suratenis), which find
adverse ecosystems to grow.

The CIFRI had carried out
biological and ecological sur-
vey for measuring the
length, frequency, spawning
season, spawning ground
and fishery resources in the
Chilika lagoon.

There has been a marked
fall in the length, size and
spawning stock biomass
(SSB) -- the total group of the
fish in a stock that are old
enough to spawn.

“The fall in SSB is a matter
of concern. The SSB decline
in the case of Khainga is
82.64%, Sahala (89.73%),
Dangala (87.1%), Boraga
(80.9%) and Kundala (80%),”
said a senior official of the
Chilika Development Au-

thority (CDA). The sharp de-
cline means the SSB is as-
sessed below 20% in all five
fish varieties.

There is rampant use of
small and zero mesh size
nets in the lake to catch all
size groups of fish and shell
fish species. This causes seri-
ous biodiversity loss besides
destruction of larval and ju-
venile stages of a number of
commercial fish species.
Fishery of the lake depends

to a large extent on species
migrating into the lagoon
through the sea mouth.
Dense deployment of de-
structive nets blocks free
movement of larvae, juven-
iles and adults.

Biggest obstruction 
“The drop in commercial
fish catch will affect local
fishermen. Destructive fish-
ing practice especially fish
enclosure (ghery) for
aquaculture is the biggest
obstruction for migration of
fish between the sea and the
lake. We are carrying out a
massive ghery eviction drive
ever undertaken in Chilika,”
said Sushant Nanda, Chief
Executive of CDA. Mr. Nanda
said satellite imageries found
14,590 hectares of Chilika
under man-made gheries for
illegal prawn cultivation. 

As of now, more than
2,000 ha of gheries have
been removed, he said.

During 2016, the total an-
nual fish landing, including
fish, prawn and crab from
Chilika, was estimated at
14,067.50 tonnes valued at
₹190.10 crore which worked
out to 10.26% increase as
compared to the annual
catch in 2014. The average
per capita income of the act-
ive fishers during 2016 was
estimated at ₹56,035.

Commercially valuable �sh in
Chilika face threat of depletion
Has hampered livelihood of traditional �shing communities that live near the lake 

Diminishing returns: A woman drying �sh at Baulagon village
near Chilika lake. * FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT

Satyasundar Barik 

BHUBANESWAR

False cases will not 
be tolerated: Badal 
LUDHIANA

Former Punjab Chief Minister

and Shiromani Akali Dal

patriarch Parkash Singh Badal

on Thursday said that false

cases against SAD members

due to political vendetta

would not be tolerated at any

cost. He said the SAD has

decided to fight false cases

against party workers at the

political, judicial and

administrative levels. PTI 

IN BRIEF

₹20 lakh for family of
martyred jawan 
SHIMLA

Family of Sepoy Tanzin

Chhultim from Lahaul and

Spiti district, who was killed

in Kashmir by militants on

Thursday, would be given

compensation of ₹20 lakh by

the Himachal Pradesh

government. The State

government has made a

policy for giving uniform

compensation to all rmy

personnel killed during

operations against militants

and other actions. PTI

Nurse found guilty of
negligence; removed 
JAIPUR

Days after a woman gave

birth to a child outside a

State-run hospital in Jaipur, a

nurse was removed after she

was found guilty of medical

negligence, following an

inquiry ordered by the State

government. PTI 

Sanitation workers shed
clothes to get jobs back 
FARIDABAD

Nearly 160 semi-naked

sanitation workers, who were

rendered “jobless” after the

HUDA handed over

maintenance of certain

sectors to the municipal

corporation, carried out a

protest march here

demanding restoration of

their jobs. PTI 

The cable car service in
Kashmir’s Gulmarg, which
was shut in June following
an accident that claimed
seven lives, was reopened
for public on Thursday
after over a month, officials
said.

The Gulmarg Gondola
service has been restored
and many tourists and loc-
als took rides. Operations
for both phases of the
cable car have been re-
sumed, Riyaz Ahmad, the
general manager of Jammu
and Kashmir State Cable
Car Corporation, said.

Inspections done
There were inspections fol-
lowing which the engineers
and technicians gave a go-
ahead for the resumption
of services for both the
phases. 

Four members of a Delhi
family and 3 tourist guides
were killed when a cable
car came crashing down
after a ropeway snapped
midair in the ski-resort of
Gulmarg on June 25. 

Cable car
service in
Gulmarg
reopens 

Press Trust of India 

Srinagar 

The headmaster of a boys
high school in West Bengal’s
Nadia district was arrested
for allegedly assaulting a stu-
dent, who reportedly started
bleeding from his ear after it.

The police said on
Thursday that the headmas-
ter of Nashra Boys High
School here was arrested on
Wednesday following com-
plaints by the guardians of
other students. 

The incident took place

on Wednesday morning
when the Class X student re-
ported for class after a long
absence. The headmaster al-
legedly pulled his ear,
slapped him on his cheek
and disallowed him from ap-
pearing for a class test.

With the student bleeding
from his ear after the assault,
he was taken to a local phar-
macy by the school
authorities.

The student’s father
rushed in on being informed
by the school authorities.

The headmaster, he al-
leged, had beaten his son
brutally. 

The boy was first taken to
Ranaghat sub-divisional hos-
pital and later to Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Hospital at
Kalyani.

Headmaster arrested for assaulting student 
Boy started bleeding from the ear after the incident and had to be hospitalised

Press Trust of India 

Ranaghat (WB) 

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and coastal Karnataka

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............2.4.... 34.6.... 26.7 Kozhikode .............2.4.... 31.0.... 24.5

Ahmedabad..........0.8.... 33.3.... 25.0 Kurnool .................1.5.... 34.6.... 24.5

Aizawl ................... —.... 30.2.... 13.6 Lucknow...................3.... 31.9.... 26.5

Allahabad ............0.6.... 32.7.... 27.3 Madurai.................1.2.... 38.0.... 24.8

Bengaluru .............. —.... 29.5.... 20.3 Mangaluru................9.... 29.2.... 24.3

Bhopal.................0.7.... 29.4.... 23.2 Mumbai.................5.8.... 30.8.... 25.5

Bhubaneswar .......0.2.... 33.2.... 26.0 Mysuru.................... —.... 29.7.... 19.8

Chandigarh ...........11.... 32.6.... 25.9 New Delhi .............0.2.... 34.6.... 27.3

Chennai .............14.8.... 36.1.... 26.8 Patna ....................9.1.... 29.6.... 25.7

Coimbatore............ —.... 32.0.... 23.1 Port Blair ..............2.4.... 31.7.... 26.2

Dehradun...........50.2.... 31.8.... 25.0 Puducherry.............. —.... 36.5.... 24.9

Gangtok.............23.4.... 22.6.... 18.2 Pune .....................0.9.... 26.1.... 21.2

Goa ...................20.2.... 31.0.... 24.8 Raipur ..................... —.... 33.0.... 26.3

Guwahati ............... —.... 35.4.... 27.5 Ranchi..................... —.... 30.7.... 21.1

Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 22.0 Shillong................... —.... 25.8.... 16.8

Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.5.... 23.8 Shimla...................2.8.... 22.9.... 16.8

Imphal.................. —.... 32.7.... 23.9 Srinagar .................. —.... 30.1.... 19.5

Jaipur .................... —.... 31.4.... 22.9 Trivandrum ............. —.... 31.8.... 25.2

Kochi......................3.... 30.2.... 24.6 Tiruchi .................... —.... 38.1.... 27.0

Kohima...................4.... 25.6.... 18.7 Vijayawada ............0.8.... 35.5.... 27.4

Kolkata................0.4.... 33.4.... 27.0 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 34.2.... 28.6

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at 4
p.m., Haldia, West Bengal
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI)
score of 137 indicating a
moderate level of
pollution. 
In contrast, Muzaffarpur,
Bihar recorded a
healthy AQI score of 37

Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......—

Bengaluru ................9 ...44 ...— ....... —......80 ......*

Chennai..................10 ...24 ..24 ...... 64 .......— ......*

Delhi......................14 ...51 ..98 ...... 77....365 ......*

Hyderabad .............76 ...15 ....8 ...... 64......99 ......*

Kolkata ..................20 ...75 ..36 ....... —....108 ......*

Lucknow ..................6 ...23 ..23 ...... 76...... — ......*

Mumbai ...................8 ...19 ..10 ...... 19......41 ......*

Pune ......................23 .....3 ..69 .... 148....147 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .....55 ...13 ..46 ...... 77......86 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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Cricket bookie Krishna
Singh arrested in A.P.
NELLORE

In a major breakthrough in

the cricket betting case, the

police arrested 115 persons,

including notorious bookie

Devalam Krishna Singh, and

seized three cars, ₹44.24

lakh, 27.5 sovereigns of gold,

96 cellphones, 10 laptops,

one TV and three

communicators from their

possession. Of the arrested,

nine persons were found to

be main bookies while 20

others were their assistants

and partners. 

IN BRIEF

For the first time in two
years, Delhi has seen two
days of ‘good’ air quality in
July, according to a report by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). Moreover, not
a single day in July saw
‘poor’ air quality, a feat that
has not been replicated in
any month of the last 25,
save August 2016. These clas-
sifications are part of a 6-
grade, colour-coded Air
Quality Index (AQI) that the
government uses to rate air
quality. 

Officials attribute July’s sa-
lubrious air to a “combina-
tion” of above-normal rain
and the various steps taken
in the aftermath of the
Graded Action Plan — noti-

fied this January — whereby
municipal and State author-
ities must undertake a series
of steps if particulate matter
pollution exceeds 300g/m3,
i.e., ‘severe’ pollution.

While the peak monsoon
months of July and August
typically see an improve-

ment in air quality — be-
cause monsoon winds and
rain settle noxious particles
to the ground — the average
air quality in these months is
mostly only ‘moderately’
good, or still not absolutely
safe for asthmatics or those
with underlying respiratory

problems. Delhi gets mon-
soon rain only around mid-
July and has got 25% less
monsoon rainfall than what
is normal for June 1 to August
3. 

Two weeks of June and
one in July, however, saw ex-
cessively heavy rainfall. 

“There is no single factor
but weather has played a
role. The real test, however,
will be during the winter
months,” said D. Saha, who
heads air quality monitoring
at the CPCB. 

Since the organisation
began issuing colour-coded
air quality reports only since
May 2015, Mr. Saha said he
was not sure if previous Julys
had seen air quality improve
to the levels observed last
month.

Delhi reports ‘good’ air quality
Combination of factors, including above-normal rain, brings rare record for July 

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Change is in the air: A view of the Capital skyline on Thursday, 
a day when Delhi recorded good quality air * V. V. KRISHNAN

A day after The Hindu repor-
ted that the Maharashtra
government knew about al-
legations of corruption and
even kidnapping against IAS
officer Radheshyam Mopal-
war since December 2016,
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis announced his re-
moval from the post of vice-
chairman and managing dir-
ector of the Maharashtra
State Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC), until
the inquiry against him is
completed.

The Opposition, however,
said Mr. Mopalwar should be
suspended or sacked.

On Thursday, Leader of
Opposition Radhakrishna
Vikhe-Patil mentioned The

Hindu report in the As-
sembly, which listed the
communications sent by dif-
ferent agencies to the gov-
ernment seeking a report on
allegations of corruption and
amassing assets dispropor-
tionate to his income against
Mr. Mopalwar. 

‘Govt. shielding him’
“The letters show that a
number of investigation
agencies are seeking a probe
against Mr. Mopalwar. The
government is shielding the
officer despite having known
this fact since December

2016. We demand his imme-
diate ouster and will not let
the House function until our
demands are met,” he said.

Assembly adjourned
The Assembly had to be ad-
journed four times in a span
of one-and-a-half hours after
the Opposition continued
making the demand. 

This resulted in an alterca-
tion between Opposition
and ruling party members,
who had raised the issue of
child trafficking in Latur dis-
trict. 

With the deadlock con-
tinuing, Mr. Fadnavis an-
nounced Mr. Mopalwar’s re-
moval. 

Maharashtra IAS o�cer
removed from post 
He faces allegations of corruption and kidnapping 

Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

The train from Spain that
could have drastically cut
journey times appears to
have hit a dead end, with the
government unable to move
forward on its plan to rope
in Spanish locomotive firm
Talgo, despite a successful
trial run last year.

Multiple Railway Ministry
officials said that a commit-
tee has highlighted a series
of problems with the ambi-
tious project, including the
inability to enlist a single
bidder for a large order size,
technical changes to train
design, and high lease costs.

The Indian Railways had
conducted trials of Talgo
coaches last year to validate
their speed potential and ex-
amine the time saved for a
journey between New Delhi
and Mumbai. 

The trains clocked a top
speed of 180 km per hour.
They completed the 1,384
kilometre journey between
the two metros in just 11
hours and 40 minutes, com-
pared to the 15 hours and 50
minutes taken by the Rajdh-
ani Express. 

This was the first time
that the Indian Railways had
allowed a foreign train com-

pany to conduct a field trial
on its tracks. The successful
trial of Talgo’s trains was
even highlighted in the list of
the NDA government’s
achievements in its first two
years. 

But going by the hurdles
that have come up now, that
may have been a premature
claim to success.

“We do not have a frame-
work to roll out tenders for
trains manufactured by

Talgo, as a single-player bid
would prove to be ineffect-
ive,” a top Railway Ministry
official said, requesting
anonymity.

“We aim to set up a fact-
ory here. The tender with
specifications floated by In-
dian Railways in the past
didn’t allow us participate,”
Subrath Nath, Director, In-
dia and Asia Pacific, at Talgo
told The Hindu.

Officials said Indian Rail-
ways had also considered
leasing four Talgo trains. But
that, too, would be subject
to a tendering process,

noted a committee examin-
ing the issues related to ac-
quiring Talgo trains for oper-
ations on Indian railway
tracks. 

“We anyway didn’t con-
duct such a big and success-
ful trial to lease just four
trains. Our target is to manu-
facture in India,” Mr. Nath
said.

Incidentally, the Indo-
Spanish joint statement is-
sued after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Spain in May this year didn’t
mention Talgo’s successful
trial run. 

No commitment
Prior to the PM’s visit to
Madrid, joint secretary in
the External Affairs Ministry
Randhir Jaiswal had said,
“Although the technology is
good and is globally recog-
nised, there are a lot of tech-
nical issues due to which
progress has been stalled. In
the coming days, we will ex-
amine how we will address
those issues.”

The Railways had stated
as a pre-condition for the
trial that it would not entail
a commitment to signing the
final contract with Talgo. 

Talgo trains have light alu-
minium body coaches.

Red light for Spanish racer’s dream run
Govt. unable to �nd way around tendering issues for Talgo

Class apart: The cafeteria and the interior of one of the Talgo coaches, whose trial run was conducted last year to examine the
time saved for a journey between New Delhi and Mumbai. * ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY
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Vicky Tyagi murder case
MUZAFFARNAGAR

A court here on Thursday

issued non-bailable warrants

against three accused in the

gangster Vicky Tyagi murder

case. The Uttar Pradesh

government handed over the

probe to the CB-CID in

November. Tyagi was gunned

down in the courtroom during

a hearing in another case here

on February 16, 2015. Shooter

Sagar Malik was arrested from

the spot while Brijbir Singh

was nabbed the next day.

Bihar govt. hospital
drops ‘virgin’ from form
PATNA

Bihar’s premier government

hospital, the Indira Gandhi

Institute of Medical Sciences

(IGIMS), which kicked up a

row by asking its new recruits

to declare if they are

“virgins”, has dropped the

word and replaced it with

“unmarried”. Amid furore over

the issue, the Health Minister

sought to explain away the

gaffe, saying the meaning of

the word ‘virgin’ in the

dictionary was ‘kunwari’ or

unmarried, which was not

objectionable. 

100 bridges on the verge
of collapse: Gadkari 
NEW DELHI

Over 100 bridges in different

parts of the country were on

the verge of collapse and

needed immediate attention,

Road Transport and Highways

Minister Nitin Gadkari said on

Thursday. He said in the Lok

Sabha that his Ministry had

completed safety audit of 1.6

lakh bridges in the country

and found over 100

structures in dilapidated

condition. PTI

The Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau (WCCB) recently
found that smugglers are us-
ing the postal service to sell
parts of endangered anim-
als. They stumbled upon
feathers of the grey jungle
fowl being smuggled out by
the hundreds.

These feathers with eyes-
pots are used as fishing lures
and were being sent to cer-
tain European countries.
Earlier this year, another
case came to light: Pangolin
scales were smuggled to
Southeast Asian countries,
using the services of India
Post. 

In an attempt to formu-
late a strategy to check such
crimes in West Bengal and
neighbouring States of
Jharkhand and Odisha, an
inter-agency co-ordination
meeting was organised by
the WCCB, Eastern Region in

Kolkata on Thursday. Rep-
resentatives of more than a
dozen investigating and law
enforcement agencies, bor-
der security forces and
forest departments of the
different eastern states
participated.

“It was decided to hold
sensitisation workshops and
train the postal department
and other enforcement
agencies and familiarise
them with wildlife articles

and modus operandi of
criminal networks,” said
Agni Mitra, Regional Deputy
Director, Eastern Region,
WCCB.

Hunting by tribals
Keeping strict vigil during
traditions like the Shikar Ut-
sav (hunting festival) of the
tribal regions of south
Bengal, Odisha and
Jharkhand was also re-
viewed. A large number of
deer, wild boar, jungle fowl
and other animals, which
fall under the Schedules of
The Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, are killed during
this summer festival.

“Wildlife smuggling is so
huge that no one agency can
tackle it. Inter-departmental
coordination can help re-
duce such crime in Bengal,
which is a transit route to
Southeast Asia,” said Ajanta
Dey, of Nature Environment
and Wildlife Society.

Parts of endangered animals discovered in parcels 

Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

Prime target: Pangolin scales
were smuggled to Southeast
Asian countries using the
services of India Post.

India Post catches up 
with wildlife smugglers

Hundreds of people who had
invested in the schemes of
the Rose Valley Group of
Companies attacked a
premier property of the
group in south Kolkata on
Thursday. An agitation de-
manding return of money
turned violent when a mob
comprising agents and in-
vestors vandalised a hotel
belonging to the company.

Senior officials said the
local police station had to in-
tervene to control the situ-

ation. Two protesters were
detained.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation and the Enforce-
ment Directorate have been
carrying out investigations
into the illegal deposits of
the Rose Valley Group. The
company’s chairman and
managing director Gautam
Kundu was arrested in
March 2015 and has been be-
hind bars since then.

The CBI, in its charge
sheet against Mr. Kundu and
other senior officials of the
company, mentioned

charges such as criminal
conspiracy (Section 120 B of
IPC) cheating (Section of 420
of IPC) along with Sections 4
and 6 of The Prize Chits
Money Circulation Schemes
banning Act. The ED has at-
tached properties valued at
₹1250 crore of the company.

Those protesting during
the day claimed that while
they had not got their money
back, certain business activ-
ities of the company were
still going on. 

The Trinamool Congress,
whose leaders including MP

Sudip Banerjee were arres-
ted for their alleged involve-
ment in the scam, had raised
questions over the long dur-
ation of investigations. Mr.
Banerjee, who was arrested
in December 2016, was gran-
ted bail in May this year.

Senior TMC leader Partha
Chatterjee said the West
Bengal government had
taken steps to return money
by setting up a commission
but people had not got any
money back since the Cent-
ral agencies started the
probe.

Rose Valley investors, agents vandalise property 

Agitation demanding return of money turns violent, two detained

Special Correspondent

Kolkata
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EDITORIAL

S
hould NOTA (none of the above) be an option in a

State Assembly vote for the Rajya Sabha, as it is for

the electorate in direct elections? Following the

Gujarat Assembly secretary’s statement that the

“NOTA” option will be available on the ballot paper in

the Rajya Sabha election next week, both the Congress

and the Bharatiya Janata Party have sought to convince

the Supreme Court and the Election Commission that

MLAs should not have this option. The Supreme Court

refused to stay the process to allow NOTA, saying that

the provision has been in place since April 2014 after a

direction by the EC. It is important to note that open

ballots are used in the Rajya Sabha elections. These

elections follow a proportional representation system

based on the single transferable vote, unlike the general

elections to the Lok Sabha, which are conducted with

secret ballots (or votes) and based on the �rst-past-the-

post principle. The idea behind the use of NOTA is to al-

low the voter to register a “protest” vote if none of the

candidates is acceptable to her for whatever reason.

While NOTA votes are tallied, the candidate with the

highest number of votes polled is declared elected irre-

spective of the NOTA total. In the case of the Rajya

Sabha elections, the vote allows for the preferential or-

dering of candidates. If an MLA chooses NOTA, the vote

is rendered ine�ective. 

In principle, the presence of the NOTA option for the

legislator allows the possibility of a protest vote against

the party high command for choosing candidates who

are not agreeable to her, without having to choose can-

didates from opposing parties. The principle of a

protest vote remains the same even if these are indirect

elections. The party high command can issue a whip for

a Rajya Sabha candidate, but anti-defection law provi-

sions do not apply, and a de�ant MLA is not disquali�ed

from membership of the House. The Supreme Court

has in the past held that open ballot votes in Rajya

Sabha elections against the whip will not lead to dis-

quali�cation as the Tenth Schedule, pertaining to anti-

defection provisions, has a di�erent purpose. The Con-

gress party’s protest on the introduction of NOTA draws

from anxiety about mopping up su�cient votes to have

its nominee Ahmed Patel elected to the Rajya Sabha. Six

of its MLAs have already resigned, and there is concern

that some of the remaining MLAs may not heed the

party whip. Overall, both the Congress and the BJP

probably have longer-term worries about keeping con-

trol of their �ock in Rajya Sabha elections. But it is not as

if MLAs have previously fallen in line meekly on such oc-

casions. Therefore, instead of struggling against the

democratisation of indirect elections, through reforms

such as the NOTA option, parties would be better o� re-

learning the art of �oor management.

The NOTA principle
The Congress and the BJP protest too much

about its introduction in Rajya Sabha polls

T
he government has informed Parliament about its

decision to completely do away with the subsidy

o�ered to cooking gas used for household pur-

poses. In an order issued in May this year, public sector

oil companies were authorised to incrementally hike

the “e�ective price” of LPG cylinders until the entire

subsidy is wiped o� by March next year, the Union Min-

ister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dharmendra Pra-

dhan, told Parliament. Interestingly, political pressure

from Opposition parties following the announcement

forced the Minister a day later to argue that the govern-

ment is merely “rationalising”, rather than cutting, the

subsidy. But the initial announcement left very little to

interpretation. Previously, in July last year, the oil com-

panies were given the green signal to increase the e�ect-

ive price of subsidised cylinders by ₹2 a month. So the

latest order to increase the e�ective price by ₹4 a

month, but with the clearly stated aim of eventually do-

ing away with subsidies completely, signi�es a more ag-

gressive pursuit of the policy of cutting the fuel subsidy.

It should be noted that the fall in global crude oil prices,

which has reduced the price di�erence between subsid-

ised and non-subsidised cooking gas in the local mar-

ket, has already eased the burden on the government.

In the latest Union budget, the government allocated

about ₹25,000 crore towards oil subsidy, which is a

fourth of the total oil subsidy bill (of almost ₹1 lakh

crore) incurred in �scal year 2013.

The cut in subsidy would further strengthen �scal

discipline. The implementation of the direct transfer of

cash bene�ts in the last few years has already helped in

the better targeting of subsidies to the poor, thus sub-

stantially reducing wasteful spending. The fall in oil

prices over the same period may have led the govern-

ment to believe that this may be the right time to with-

draw the cooking gas subsidy without causing too much

pain to consumers. It is estimated that about 18 crore

people, many of them below the poverty line, depend

on subsidised gas cylinders. It would therefore be di�-

cult to argue that a complete abolition of subsidy will

not adversely a�ect them. In fact, it will not be surpris-

ing if the government steps in to foot the bill if oil prices

rise in the future, as it probably should to ease the pain.

Much depends on how the government makes use of

the current spell of relatively low oil prices. The fore-

most aim should be to sustainably lower the price of

cooking gas once and for all, getting the government out

of the business of managing subsidies. In the long run,

this is the only way to ease the burden on consumers

and also free the budget from the pressure of interna-

tional oil prices. Deregulating the market for cooking

gas, thus opening it up to more widespread market

competition, would also help.

A half-done reform
The aim should be to sustainably lower 

the price of cooking gas

In a civilised society, even one
lynching is too many. But India has
seen a spate of them of late. The
data website IndiaSpend has com-
piled instances of cow-linked viol-
ence from 2010 to 2017. It found
that during this period, 28 people
were killed in 63 such incidents. 

An overwhelming 97% of these
attacks took place after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s government
came to power in May 2014. About
86% of those killed were Muslims.
In 21% of the cases, the police �led
cases against the victims/surviv-
ors. Cow-related lynchings rose
sharply in 2017, with 20 attacks in
the �rst six months. This marks a
75% increase over 2016, which had
been the worst year for mob lynch-
ings since 2010. 

The groundswell of public dis-
gust at the lynchings crystallised
under the banner of the National
Campaign Against Mob Lynching
(NCAML), which has initiated a
campaign for a law against mob
lynching. Also known as ‘Masuka’,
short for Manav Suraksha Kanoon
(law to protect humans), a draft of
the proposed legislation is cur-
rently up on the Internet, awaiting
suggestions from the public.

The primary argument of the
activists and lawyers advocating an
anti-lynching law is that it �lls a
void in our criminal jurisprudence.
It is true that at present there is no
law that criminalises mob killings.
The Indian Penal Code has provi-
sions for unlawful assembly, riot-
ing, and murder but nothing that

takes cognisance of a group of
people coming together to kill (a
lynch mob). 

It is possible, under Section 223
(a) of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), to prosecute together two
or more people accused of the
same o�ence committed in the
course of the “same transaction”.
But the provision falls far short of
an adequate legal framework for
prosecuting lynch mobs. 

The NCAML’s draft Protection
from Lynching Act, 2017 de�nes,
for the �rst time in Indian legal his-
tory, the terms ‘lynching’, ‘mob’
and ‘victim’ of mob lynching. It
makes lynching a non-bailable of-
fence, criminalises dereliction of
duty by a policeman, criminalises
incitement on social media, and
stipulates that adequate compens-
ation be paid, within a de�nite time
frame, to victims and survivors. It
also guarantees a speedy trial and
witness protection.

The apprehensions
On the face of it, it is di�cult to
fault the intent or the provisions of
the draft legislation. Nonetheless,
two aspects merit close scrutiny:
the potential for abuse, and the un-
derlying premise that a generic
anti-lynching law could address In-
dia’s lynching problem.

On the question of misuse, the
provisions empowering local law
enforcement o�cials to take pre-
emptive action could easily be in-
voked to criminalise peaceful pub-
lic assembly, especially if the gath-
ering is of workers or members of
marginalised communities agitat-
ing for their rights. For instance,
the police could use this law to de-
tain a group of labourers planning
a dharna, on the grounds that they
constitute a mob that poses a
threat to company o�cials. 

To take another example, the

‘Review Committee’ that would
monitor the prosecution of cases
under this law is supposed to be
headed by a senior police o�cer.
Its �ndings would be submitted to
a senior police o�cer. In a scenario
where the police often serve as the
handmaiden of the ruling dispens-
ation, could we realistically expect
one member of the police force to
hold another accountable? Would
it not have been prudent to man-
date that the Review Committee
make its report public or have
members from civil society?

A category error
No one can dispute that a major
reason for the recent rise in lynch-
ings is impunity. It can be reason-
ably assumed that the lynch mobs
that murdered Mohammad Akhlaq
in Dadri, Pehlu Khan in Alwar, and
Ha�z Junaid in Haryana were con-
�dent of getting away with it. So far,
the state has done little to shake
that con�dence. 

The NCAML activists must know
that this con�dence has little to do
with legislative lacuna. Rather, it
has everything to do with the law
enforcement machinery taking the
side of the lynch mob. This phe-
nomenon has been observed time
and again in cases of targeted viol-
ence against minorities — which is
precisely what cow-related lynch-

ings are. 
Put simply, the problem is not

mob lynching per se but the mob
lynching of minorities, for that is
where impunity kicks in. We can
be certain that if a mob of factory
workers were to lynch someone
from the management, retribution
would be swift. The historical
proof of this argument, if one were
needed, was supplied by the lynch-
ing of Maruti Suzuki’s HR manager
in July 2012. The police arrested
148 workers and charged all them
with murder. 

Evidently, the state can act, if it
wishes to, using the existing provi-
sions of the law. It is a matter of
whether it is in its interests to do so.
In the case of cow-linked lynch-
ings, a lot depends on whether the
incumbent in power considers it
compatible with its political in-
terests to crack down on such
attacks.

It’s about communalism
It is therefore mystifying why the
advocates of Masuka appear re-
luctant to name the problem for
what it is: targeted communal
lynchings. Perhaps they feel that
doing so carries the risk of their
campaign being dismissed as a
‘minority issue’. But it actually is a
minority issue, and that is why the
majority needs to take it up. 

It is understandable that in a cli-
mate of majoritarianism, any polit-
ical mobilisation for the protection
of minorities would be anxious
about the bogey of minority ap-
peasement. It could even mean
that an anti-lynching Bill stands
less chance of making it through
Parliament. But then, a truly ‘civil’
society should feel no hesitation in
demanding that the state protect
its minorities because protection
of minorities is one of the biggest
responsibilities of any democracy.

The UN has a Special Rapporteur
for minority issues precisely be-
cause it recognises that “minorities
in all regions of the world continue
to face serious threats”. 

India already has an antidote –
two, in fact – to combat the impun-
ity enjoyed by anti-minority lynch
mobs. The �rst is the Prevention of
Communal and Targeted Violence
(Access to Justice and Reparations)
Bill, 2011, or the Anti-Communal
Violence Bill. The other is police re-
forms, which are pending despite
the Supreme Court ordering their
implementation. 

The Anti-Communal Violence
Bill was buried because it was felt
that it threatened the autonomy of
States by mooting a parallel struc-
ture that undermined federalism.
This is a misrepresentation, and
the Bill needs to be revived for
three reasons: it �xes command re-
sponsibility for communal incid-
ents; it recognises that targeted
communal violence dispropor-
tionately victimises minorities;
and it creates a mechanism to insu-
late investigations of communal vi-
olence from political interference.
The last reason is also why police
reforms are vital, and a purely le-
gislative approach to tackling anti-
minority violence could prove
ine�ective.

The draft anti-lynching law
needs to be revised to incorporate
these key elements of the Anti-
Communal Violence Bill. Second,
the demand for an anti-lynching
law needs to be buttressed by a par-
allel campaign for police reforms.
All said and done, even the best of
laws can achieve little in the face of
a law enforcement machinery
primed to do the bidding of its
political masters.

sampath.g@thehindu.co.in

It’s time to enact an anti-lynching law
But a civil society draft doing the rounds is too shy to clearly call out the threat to minorities 

G. Sampath 
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In India, establishing a Parliament-
ary Budget O�ce (PBO) is a due
concern. A PBO is an independent
and impartial body linked directly
to Parliament that provides tech-
nical and objective analysis of
Budgets and public �nance to the
House and its committees. As ‘the
guardian of the public purse’, Par-
liament must play a greater role in
budgetary governance. Its core
functions include Budget ap-
proval, scrutiny of its implementa-
tion, and holding the government
to account. However, Parliament
lacks the capability to perform
such functions e�ectively. The res-
ult is often an arbitrary taxation
policy, burgeoning �scal de�cit,
and an inequitable allocation of
public resources.

Greater budgetary oversight
Multiple indicators suggest that ex-
ecutive-led budgetary governance
has not been successful in India.
The unequal distribution of public
resources is a prevalent issue. Des-
pite high economic growth, India
su�ers from inexcusable income
inequality, poverty, unemploy-
ment, malnourished children, pre-
ventable diseases, systemic cor-
ruption, and underinvestment in
key social services such as health

and education.
Budgets can be seen as ‘con-

tracts between citizens and the
state’ or as ‘treaties among citizens
negotiated through politics’. In-
dian political economy literature
fails to adequately address the role
of Parliament and State legislatures
in public �nance management.
The role of Parliament and State le-
gislatures in budgetary decision-
making and oversight is far from
satisfactory; it is meaningful to
have a well thought-out legislative-
executive balance of power in
budgetary governance.

The Indian Parliament is a
Budget-approving body contribut-
ing to budgetary matters in the fol-
lowing notable ways: presentation
of the Budget; scrutiny of the de-
mands for grants of various minis-
tries; debate; consideration and
approval of the Budget. To carry
out these functions e�ectively, Par-
liament requires institutional, ana-
lytical and technical competence.
Some have argued that a ‘Budget-
approving’ Parliament does not re-
quire a functioning PBO. This argu-
ment, although common, is un-
sound. When Parliament is a
Budget-approving body, its mem-
bers must be well-informed for a le-
gitimate approving process. Estab-
lishing a PBO within Parliament is
undoubtedly necessary. It is an in-
strument for addressing bias to-
wards spending and de�cits and,
more signi�cantly, for enhancing
�scal discipline and promoting ac-
countability. Further, it can gener-
ate quality public debate on
Budget policy and public �nance,

enabling parliamentarians to en-
gage meaningfully in the Budget
process.

There is a growing trend among
legislatures, particularly within the
OECD countries to establish spe-
cialised Budget research units. Tra-
ditionally, independent budgetary
units are more common in de-
veloped countries, but many de-
veloping countries are now estab-
lishing such entities; for example:
Benin, Ghana, Kenya, South
Africa, Morocco, the Philippines,
Uganda, Nigeria, Liberia, Thail-
and, Afghanistan, and Vietnam.
The other functioning PBOs are in
countries such as the U.S., Canada,
Australia, Austria, South Korea,
Italy, and Mexico. There are PBOs
established in subnational legis-
latures, such as California,
Ontario, Scotland, and New South
Wales. Additionally, New York City
has a well-functioning Independ-
ent Budget O�ce (IBO).

Role of a PBO
The majority of PBOs have four
core functions: independent and
objective economic forecasts;
baseline estimate survey; analys-
ing the executive’s Budget pro-
posal; and providing medium- to
long-term analysis. Costing is
standard practice for many PBOs.
Budgets generally start with an
economic forecast. A PBO can
present either its own independ-
ent forecast or it can validate the
government’s, providing an object-
ive analysis on the o�cial forecast.

A PBO can perform other tasks
depending on its mandate, re-

sources and requirements of par-
liamentarians or committees.
These may include general eco-
nomic analysis, tax analysis, long-
term analysis, options for spend-
ing cuts, outlining a budgetary
framework that re�ects priorities
of the nation, bespoke policy
briefs.

A PBO is di�erent from general
parliamentary research services
and information wings. It also dif-
fers from �nance committees and
the Public Accounts Committee. A
PBO is comprised of independent
and specialised sta�, such as
Budget analysts, economists, pub-
lic �nance experts. The PBO must
be non-partisan, independent and
mandated to serve all parliament-
arians. Furthermore, the core
functions of the PBO should be co-
di�ed in law. Its output, and the
methods by which those outputs
are prepared, must be transparent,
accessible and understandable.

Onus on parliamentarians
Parliamentary scrutiny of public
�nance is an important aspect of
governmental accountability.

There is a legitimate democratic
need in this country to strengthen
the capacity of Parliament and its
members. An unprecedented
change has taken place in the way
citizens view the government’s
stewardship of taxpayer resources.
This demands a consideration of
global standards and best practices
to promote �nancial and budget-
ary transparency.

Parliamentarians have a role in
establishing the PBO. As represent-
atives of the people, they can help
improve Budget policies by provid-
ing inputs on public needs and pri-
orities. Similarly, a PBO can ensure
that parliamentarians are well-in-
formed to perform their budgetary
and oversight functions e�ectively.
A PBO in Parliament will have a
positive impact on the House’s abil-
ity to carry out budgetary over-
sight and �scal decision-making.
However, this will not be an easy
task. It is likely to attract opposi-
tion from the bureaucracy as any
aspect of strengthening Parliament
(or State legislatures) has always
been unwelcome and met with less
consideration from the executive.
Parliament, with its long-standing
traditions of non-partisan legislat-
ive services to MPs in India, will
�nd more favourable consensus
among all parties for the proposal
to establish a PBO. However, estab-
lishing the PBO in India will require
unremitting political will and pub-
lic support.

Vinod Bhanu is Director, Centre for
Legislative Research and Advocacy, New
Delhi

Restoring Parliament’s primacy
A Parliamentary Budget O�ce would help MPs provide e�ective oversight

Vinod Bhanu
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The Karnataka raid
The accusation by top
Congress leaders about the
“timing” of the raids (as was
witnessed in the CBI raids in
Lalu Prasad’s homes and in
the IT raids in Tamil Nadu)
is untenable since the
objective of an investigative
agency is to catch people
unawares after thorough
groundwork (“₹10 cr. seized
from Cong. Minister”,
August 3). If nothing was
found in the raids, the
agency would have ended
up red-faced and these
accusations would have
then been accurate. But that
is not the case. What is the
need to decry that
federalism has been
decimated? The reason why
a majority of the opposition
parties are not able to stand
up to the Bharatiya Janata
Party is their proximity to
scams. This is yet another
instance of that. 
R. Sridharan, 

Chennai 

The Congress accusing the
BJP of a “political witch-
hunt” shows that the party
supports and defends
corrupt politicians for its
survival. As the raids on the
resort hosting the Gujarat
MLAs rock Parliament, the
Congress says that the BJP is
“waging a war” on it and
that all this is a
“premeditated conspiracy”.
This is not true as D.K.
Shivakumar is arguably one
of the richest politicians in
Karnataka. By raising a hue
and cry, the Minister cannot
claim immunity for evading
tax. The Congress is trying
to divert attention from its
misdeeds by needlessly
crying foul that the party
MLAs are being harassed
ahead of the Rajya Sabha
elections. On the contrary,
the party high command
should be ashamed for
defending the Minister. 
K.R. Srinivasan,

Secunderabad

Why did it take such a long
time to raid the Minister’s
house? How can anyone
amass such a huge amount
of money without anyone’s
knowledge? And how can
he give “shelter” to MLAs
from other States? It seems
as though law and order is
only for the poor and
middle class people in this
country. It looks like
everything is fair in Indian
politics. The fault lies with
politicians, but also with the
people, who themselves
accept money at the time of
elections and elect corrupt
leaders to power. 
Lalitha,

Visakhapatnam

This raid is de�nitely not an
accident. Look at the facts:
D.K. Shivakumar is a
Minister from the Karnataka
Congress, who is keeping a
�ock of Congress MLAs
from Gujarat in a farmhouse
in Bengaluru away from the
BJP, to ensure that the BJP

doesn’t break their unity
before the Rajya Sabha
elections. And while this
drama is being enacted,
there are raids! 
The question is, why would
the BJP take this risk,
especially when it has been
alleged that it is trying to
buy Congress MLAs from
Gujarat for voting for the
BJP in the Rajya Sabha
elections? If money were to
be found in the possession
of the Gujarat Congress
MLAs, would it not have
been risky for the BJP if the
MLAs say that the money
was given by the BJP? Why
were there raids only in the
Congress Minister’s room? 
N. Sridhar,

Secunderabad

For value education
This news item was
disturbing to say the least
(“‘Are you a virgin’, Bihar
medical college asks new
employees,” August 3). A
sample of other such

happenings around the
country points to a sad state
of a�airs. It was reported
that in Haridwar district, a
schoolteacher was accused
of stripping two girls
because they didn’t do their
homework. In Daman and
Diu, there was reportedly a
plan for all female
employees to tie rakhis to
their male colleagues on
Rakshabandhan. What are
these atrocious happenings
that have become the order
of the day? There is some
serious fault in our
education system. Else, why
would we ask such personal
questions, humiliate
children, or force people to
be ‘siblings’? The problem is
that we concentrate so
much on scienti�c progress
that basic values and morals
are no longer inculcated. 
K. Chandramouli,

Hyderabad

A grudging signature 
It is really amusing how a

leader �nds his executive
powers severely restricted
by a Bill that has been
overwhelmingly passed by
U.S. Congress comprising
mostly of members of the
party that elected him
(“Trump signs Russia
sanctions Bill”, August 3).
That Donald Trump, who
was keen on improving ties
with Russia, was left with no
alternative but to sign the
sanctions Bill shows that the
Republican members in the
American legislature valued
salvaging national honour
and integrity more than
upholding their President’s
apparently unilateral stand
on Russia. This is a good
example of what can be
called a dispassionate
political stand by the ruling
party’s senators in the U.S. 
Aravind Sridhar,

Bengaluru
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DATA POINT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s widely
publicised trip to Israel last month was
labelled as de-hyphenating the tradi-
tional vector of Israel-Palestine in Indian
strategic thinking in West Asia, without
damaging relations with Arab states. The
�nal say on this balancing, however, will
be determined by Iran.

Historically, India has projected Israel as an apartheid re-
gime. Despite the latter’s drawn-out courtship, it was a weak-
ening of old structures that ushered new ideas into Delhi’s de-
cision-making and, in 1992, mutual securities became salient.
Since then, cooperation and trade have improved steeply. Not
unusually, and simultaneously, India has maintained support
for the Palestinian cause. Despite not making the customary
stopover in Ramallah during his trip, the ground was privately
prepared when Mr. Modi welcomed Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas to Delhi in May. The relative quiet across
Arab states during Mr. Modi’s visit and conversations with dip-
lomats in the region reveal that India’s West Asia relations are
no longer viewed through the prism of Israel-Palestine, but the
changing security landscape in the region pertaining to Iran.

A new political order in West Asia is in full force, led assert-
ively by Saudi Arabia, and one that regards Iran as the existen-
tial threat. The assumption in some sections of the interna-
tional community, that India’s ties with Israel naturally negate
the South Asian power’s relationship with the Arab nations,
speci�cally of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), is mis-
guided. Indeed, Mr. Modi would not have made the visit to Is-
rael had he calculated that such a trip would antagonise the
Sunni Arab leaders who have shown concrete interest in In-
dia’s growing market and improving regulatory environment.
India, in turn, looks to the region for its constantly expanding
natural gas and crude oil thirst. Essentially, Arab leaders can
today live with their allies operating with the Israelis, but not
with the Iranians. Since the Iran nuclear deal, insecurities
among Tehran’s rivals, supported increasingly by the Trump
White House, have gone into overdrive. That the Iranian lead-
ership is fully aware of these shifting dynamics was on show in
the days leading up to Mr. Modi’s Israel visit.

Twice in the space of 10 days, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei linked the plight of Muslims in Gaza, Yemen,
and Bahrain, with, unexpectedly, those in Kashmir. The tim-
ing and frequency of his comments, which were so close to the
Israel visit, cannot be underplayed. The Iranians will have
been aggrieved by the visit coupled with India’s unambiguous
pro-Riyadh tilt. Despite this, ties between India and Iran will
not cease any time soon, but run on an independent track. In-
deed, they are currently developing the geopolitically valu-
able Chabahar port on the Gulf of Oman. But rising economic
stakes in Delhi and a new regional order will mean that India
cannot maintain its traditionally equidistant, neutral position
in West Asia for long. These pathways will be stress-tested
soon if India desires a concrete regional strategy beyond tac-
tical visits.

Bilal Baloch is a Visiting Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in Delhi, India. Twitter: @bilalabaloch

The Iran question 
India’s West Asia relations are no longer
viewed through the Israel-Palestine prism

BILAL BALOCH
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There is no single yard-
stick to measure foreign
policy successes and fail-
ures but the absence of
crises is broadly viewed

as a sound criterion. India’s foreign
policy of late has come under sharp
public scrutiny — especially the dir-
ection in which it is moving.

Frosty relations
So, what do we see? On the one
hand, an extremely frosty relation-
ship with Pakistan. On the other,
the relationship of stability with
China built over three decades has
been falling apart despite increased

diplomatic engagement — not only
because of Chinese mistakes but
also because of the absence of in-
novative thinking in India to deal
with its biggest neighbour.

India lacks a coherent means to
contain China except for nurturing
some myopic ideas. The old time-
tested friendship with Russia has
been allowed to slip through our
fingers by downscaling the levels of
engagements and limiting the areas
of interest over time. The tragedy is
that China has shrewdly neutralised
India’s close proximity with Russia
while at the same time sustaining its
nexus with Pakistan.

Broadly speaking, In-
dian foreign policy relied
on its deep resources of
wisdom and inner
strength based on a per-
cept of it being a civilisa-
tional state, that was re-
flected in its international
conduct. To that effect,
foreign policy has been driven by
peace rather than security. It gave
India a global persona of benign in-
ternational influence.

There is a marked divergence
from that position. Priority to se-
curity has distorted India’s image
vis-à-vis its neighbours — especially
when policies are pursued through
the precolonial security-centric
“zero-sum” or “frontier mindset”
or even from a Cold War political

prism. In fact, this ap-
proach has failed to stop
China’s influence in In-
dia’s neighbourhood des-
pite the “neighbour-
hood-first policy”.

Seventy years is not a
short period for India to
come up with a sound

and clear statecraft device. Yet we
see a clear lack of finesse in India’s
approach, more so when the world
has moved away from a bilateral to
a multilateral context.

In our pursuit to gain great
power status, we have slipped into
apathy in transforming our old ar-
rangements with smaller neigh-
bours like Bhutan and Nepal. In-
stead of developing India as a
regional economic hub, we are

turning it into a fortress by overem-
phasising on border security.

Getting fundamentals right
A better option to probe future ties
would be to return to the strategic
fundamentals. A good example to
emulate is the top-down waterfall
approach espoused by Russia and
China to lower tensions between
them.

At the same time, India need not
see China as an object of disdain in
perpetuity — a narrative often sold
by the West. An honest attempt to
build a new paradigm of India-
China trust grounded on the shared
historical and cultural awareness,
as also on the collective wisdom of
ordinary citizens on both sides,
may prove to be more effective. For

India to emerge as a global power of
any reckoning, it has to realise that
a narrow tactical pursuit devoid of
strategic thinking will lead to
nowhere. We need to reframe our
terms of relationship with China;
rethink our own posture; rescue
ourselves from experiencing a delu-
sion of grandeur and instead per-
severe to emerge as a confident and
aspiring regional power.

Of course, one cannot judge for-
eign policy on the ephemeral flux
of events only. What is seen as suc-
cess today may turn out to be blun-
der tomorrow. Also, foreign policy
failures may not always be the con-
sequences of a botched-up dip-
lomacy; it can be the result of a mis-
placed and impractical pursuit of
goals.

Is India a good neighbour?
Foreign policy had earlier been driven by peace. The

new priority to security has distorted India’s image

Phunchok Stobdan 

is a former diplomat

and a strategic a�airs

commentator
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Based on my experi-
ence and certainly
over the last three
years of the Narendra
Modi government,

neighbourhood is the first ring of
India’s foreign policy. Neighbour-
hood became the primary focus
with the creation of the SAARC in
1985, but it has been enhanced over
the last three years.

Ties that bind
If you take the area of education,
there is enormous interest in the
neighbourhood in coming to India
to study. Engineering and medicine

apart, even cultural subjects like
dance and music are of great in-
terest. Nepal, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh are being offered a vari-
ety of scholarships, as also Bhutan,
Maldives and Sri Lanka. Some of
their brightest students come to
study in India. They go back as In-
dia’s ambassadors with a lifelong in-
terest in fostering good ties with us.

Health is another area where our
neighbours seek our active cooper-
ation. [External Affairs Minister]
Sushma Swaraj has repeatedly em-
phasised that medical visas will be
offered to Pakistanis. Half a million
visas are being offered to Banglade-

shis covering tourism,
treatment and all other as-
pects of bilateral ties.

Nepal and India have an
open border where trade
and business are promin-
ent. Bangladesh and India
have a huge trade gap, but
Bangladeshi exports to In-
dia are going up to almost a billion
dollars. Sri Lanka-India trade is
enormous and growing fast. Trade
relations among all South Asian
countries should be viewed as a
specialisation area of India’s foreign
relations. Natural disasters are an-
other area where India has exten-
ded support to neighbours consist-
ently — the Indian Navy has been
prompt in helping in disasters in Sri
Lanka or the Maldives, and the Air

Force was prompt during
the Nepal earthquake.
These areas remain un-
der the radar, but the
fact is in foreign relations
work is always going on.

Problems do arise
from time to time in
neighbouring countries,

but India has always helped in its
own way. In 1971, Bangladesh faced
a terrible genocide; 10 million
refugees poured into India. In Sri
Lanka, the 1987 India-Sri Lanka ac-
cord marked a new beginning. In
Afghanistan, we are working along
with all other countries.

Neighbourhood first
The relations between India and
her neighbours are multidimen-

sional and interactive. The shared
civilisational heritage among all the
countries of South Asia is reflected
through the activities of the Indian
Cultural Centres run by the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations in the
capital cities of each of India’s
neighbours. The launch in May 2017
of the South Asia Satellite is another
example of the strong mutually be-
neficial nature of the relations
between South Asian countries.
Prime Minister Modi’s ‘neighbour-
hood first’ policy has yielded rich
dividends. His visits to each of In-
dia’s neighbours have focussed on
both summit-level meetings and
popular interactions with academi-
cians, corporate leaders, media
representatives, and opinion-
makers. These visits have laid the

ground for future growth trajector-
ies through innovative projects of
cooperation and collaboration. In
turn, South Asian leaders visit India
regularly, and this too plays a vital
role in developing partnerships of
friendship and understanding.

India gives complete importance
to its neighbourhood. China may
like to give some support to South
Asia, but it is not all its primary
neighbourhood. Pakistan has a so-
called strategic partnership with
China, but how many go to China
for people-to-people contact? We
have people from Pakistan willing
to travel to our country all the time.
China has deep pockets but it does
not have the support of geography.

As told to Kallol Bhattacherjee

China might have deep pockets, but the relations

between India and her neighbours are multidimensional 

Veena Sikri 

is a former Indian

Foreign Service o�cer 
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We must acknowledge
that the geographical
boundaries in our
neighbourhood are an
outcome of the colo-

nial and imperial legacies inherited
by both India and China. This has
bred ‘Sinocentrism’ and ‘Indo-
centrism’ on either side of the Him-
alayas and both are vying to main-
tain their influence in the smaller
countries or diminish each other’s.
The ‘India-centric’ fragmented in-
tegration in South Asia, according
to some Chinese scholars, has
provided an opportunity to China
to build a new regional order in

South Asia, diminishing India’s role
in the region. This demonstrates
that the contours of bilateral and
multilateral relationship in our
neighbourhood are extremely com-
plex, and more often than not have
given rise to narrow nationalism
and regional hegemonism.

The good and the bad
Irrespective of the complexity and
hypersensitive nature of the secur-
ity issues, India’s dealings with its
neighbours can be characterised as
both benevolent and malevolent.
No other country in the region can
allow free and unrestricted move-

ment of people across
their border as India and
Nepal have done even
after delineating the bor-
der more than 200 years
ago. This guarantees em-
ployment opportunities
and facilitates trade, tour-
ism and transport
between the two countries. Con-
versely, the 1989 and 2015 Indian
blockade crippled Nepal economic-
ally, and gave rise to anti-India hys-
teria. In the case of Bhutan, India
remains one of the most trusted
partners as far as economic and se-
curity relations are concerned.
However, India halting the subsid-
ised fuel supply to Bhutan just be-
fore the general election in July
2013 didn’t augur well for bilateral

ties. In the same vein, if
India’s support for the
Bangladeshi liberation
movement brought the
two countries closer,
discords such as sharing
of the Ganges water and
Bangladesh denying In-
dia transit facilities to

the Northeast have cast a shadow
on bilateral ties. As regards Sri
Lanka, the traditionally friendly re-
lations were negatively impacted by
India’s intervention in the Tamil
and Sinhala conflict.

Under Narendra Modi, India has
formulated an increasingly assert-
ive foreign policy. The continental
mindset is undergoing tremendous
change, and there is a strong ra-
tionale for developing blue eco-

nomy as well as blue-water naval
capabilities; Mr. Modi’s visits to
Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka
in early 2015 demonstrate this.

Engaging China
Given the complexity of the rela-
tionship and the nature of animosit-
ies, India has managed its relation-
ship with China fairly well, albeit
these could have been managed
better especially when it comes to
the resolution of the boundary is-
sue. Generally speaking, the secur-
ity, trade and investment, and
people-to-people exchanges have
been broadened in scope.

Imagine if India’s borders with
China plunge into the kind of volat-
ility we have witnessed with our
western neighbour! Thanks to the

existing border mechanisms, the
India-China border has remained
peaceful barring a few stand-offs in-
cluding the recent one at Doklam.
These face-offs along the Line of Ac-
tual Control are an indicator that
any attempts to enhance military
capacity along the borders by both
India and China may vitiate the se-
curity environment. On the other
hand, the peaceful resolution of
these face-offs point to the matur-
ing nature of ties. But the face-offs
are also a pointer to the fact that re-
lations remain “fragile” and the
border issue is the root cause. If not
handled properly, it could rekindle
animosities in no time. It is imperat-
ive for India and China to show
political will and reach an agreeable
resolution as soon as possible.

India’s dealings with its neighbours can be characterised

as both benevolent and malevolent

B.R. Deepak 

is Professor of Chinese

and China Studies at

the Centre for Chinese

and South East Asian

Studies, JNU 
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The Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Morarji Desai, told the Lok
Sabha to-day [August 3, New Delhi] that Government was con-
sidering legislation for making forfeiture of property a pen-
alty for tax evasion. Intervening to reply to questions on the
alleged tax evasion by the Aminchand Pyarelal group of firms,
he said instructions had been issued that wherever possible,
prosecution should be launched against income-tax evaders.
Mr. Desai said it was not possible to mop up all evaded taxes
but he was trying to devise machinery by which it would be
lessened to the minimum. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 4, 1967

Govt. studying seizure of tax evaders’ assets
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FROM ARCHIVES

The Kaiser has issued a Proclamation to the Army, Navy and
Colonial troops as follows: “The third year of war has ended,
our adversaries have increased but their prospects of victory
are no better. You crushed Rumania last year and the Russian
Empire again trembles under your strokes. Both of these
States sacrificed themselves for others and now bleed to
death. You have braved the enemy’s assaults in Macedonia
and in the mighty battles in the west you remain masters.
Your lines are firm. You are protecting the dear ones at home
against the terrors of devastation of war...” 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 4, 1917 

Three years of war. 

The Supreme Court once
said there is no law to “en-
tirely control the act of dis-
obedience” of powerful
but unauthorised occu-
pants of government resid-
ential accommodations.

In S.D. Bandi versus Divi-
sional Traffic Officer
(2013), a Supreme Court
Bench led by Justice P.
Sathasivam observed that
unauthorised occupants of
public property should
realise that “their act of
overstaying in the premise
directly infringes the right
of another”.

The Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act of 1971,
which prescribes eviction
of unauthorised occupants
from public premises, has
proved largely ineffective
before VIP tenants of gov-
ernment residences.

Efforts to evict an unau-
thorised occupant are of-
ten met with resistance
and years of litigation. In-
stead of complying with
the eviction order, the ten-

ant prefers to move court. 
The Public Premises

(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Amendment
Bill, introduced in the Lok
Sabha, comes up with an
answer for this problem. It
proposes to insert a new
sub-section (3A) in Section
7 of the 1971 Act to the ef-
fect that if an unauthor-
ised occupant goes to
court against an eviction
order, he/she will be
bound to pay “damages”
for every month of his/ her
stay in the particular resid-
ential accommodation.

As per the existing allot-
ment rules, the occupants
have to vacate on the ex-
piry of the licence. The
1971 Act calls for the
“smooth, speedy and
time-bound” eviction of
unauthorised occupants.
The law calculates that an
eviction proceeding in
court, in case the tenant
refuses to vacate, would
take five to seven weeks. A
subsequent appeal before
a higher court would
mean another four weeks
in the least. But reality is

contrary to what the law
envisages on paper. It may
take years of effort and
public money to actually
nudge out an unauthor-
ised occupant.

The 1971 Act provides
for summary eviction pro-
ceedings, under which the
estate officer does not
have to follow an elaborate
procedure for serving no-
tice, show cause, inquiry
and hearing before
passing the eviction order.
But this procedure is not
applicable to residential
accommodations. This
loophole in the existing
1971 Act has been ex-
ploited by unauthorised
occupants who resort to
dilatory tactics or move
the High Court for a stay of
the eviction order. 

On this, the Amend-
ment Bill has proposed the
insertion of a new Section
3B. It proposes to extend
summary eviction proced-
ure to residential accom-
modations too. The unau-
thorised occupants would
be provided a showcause
notice of only three days.

Evicting unauthorised VIP occupants 
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ACT ONE 

There is now a solution to the problem 
Krishnadas Rajagopal 

Big Mac index
Economics

This is an index used to
compare the price of a
good across countries. The
law of one price states that
the price of a good sold in-
ternationally should con-
verge as entrepreneurs try
to profit from any price
discrepancy. The purpose
of the Big Mac index,
which compares the price
of the Big Mac burger
across countries, is to es-
tablish the purchasing
power parity between cur-
rencies. It has been pub-
lished by the British
magazine The Economist
since 1986. One drawback
of the Big Mac index is that
goods that look physically
similar to each other may
not necessarily be similar
in their economic nature.
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CONCEPTUAL

NOTA in the Rajya Sabha
polls: an explainer

http://bit.ly/NOTARSPoll
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FROM PAGE ONE

ensuring free and fair elec-
tions, has become a tool in
the hands of the ruling dis-
pensation to facilitate viola-
tion of the provisions of the
Constitution, the provisions
of The Representation of the
People Act 1951 and the Con-
duct of Election Rules 1961.”

The Election Commission
had issued a press note on
July 14 on the conduct of
elections to the Rajya Sabha
for the States of Gujarat (3
seats), West Bengal (6) and
Madhya Pradesh (1 seat). 

His petition said the 2014
circular to introduce NOTA
was ex facie illegal, arbitrary
and tainted with mala fides.
An executive instruction
cannot override express
statutory provisions, it aid.

For example, the 1961
Rules mandate that a can-
didate’s name should come
first in the list on a ballot pa-
per. But here NOTA is listed
as the first preference.

It said the Election Com-
mission, “despite being the
constitutional watchdog for

NOTA option will stay
for RS polls, says SC

ident further, Mr. Modi said,
“You belong to a generation
of leaders for whom politics
was simply a means to self-
lessly give back to society.
You stand as a great source
of inspiration for the people
of India. India will always be
proud of you, a President
who was a humble public
servant and an exceptional
leader. Your legacy will con-
tinue to guide us.”

The former President, on
his part confessed to have
been touched by the letter. 

“On my last day in office
as the President, I received a
letter from PM @naren-
dramodi that touched my
heart! Sharing with you all,”
he said in a tweet.

He added that three years
ago he had come to Delhi as
an outsider. “The task be-
fore me was huge and chal-
lenging. In these times, you
have always been a father
figure and a mentor to me.
Your wisdom, guidance and
personal warmth have given
me greater confidence and
strength,” he said. 

“You have been so warm,
affectionate and caring to
me. Your one phone call
asking me ‘I hope you are
taking care of your health’
was enough to fill me with
fresh energy, after a long
day at meetings or on a cam-
paign tour,” he said in the
letter. 

Praising the former Pres-

You’ve been a mentor,
Modi tells Pranab

gress MLA S. Ravi. Raids at
the educational institution
the Minister heads are also
still on, apart from private
firms in transport, real es-
tate and export businesses,
where the Minister is said to
be closely involved.

The material recovered
during searches at over 60
locations starting early Wed-
nesday morning, were being
collated at one place to final-
ise the report, sources said. 

The raids are expected to
spill over to Friday as well,
I-T officials said. The Minis-
ter and his wife remained at
their Sadashivanagar resid-
ence, and continued to be
questioned by I-T sleuths. 

Meanwhile, raids are still
on at other locations includ-
ing the houses of the Minis-
ter’s brother and Lok Sabha
MP D.K. Suresh, his astrolo-
ger Dwarakanath, his father-
in-law in Mysuru and Con-

Shivakumar’s o�cial
chambers searched

as a freedom fighter…we de-
cided that terror and talks
cannot go together. They
should stop terror for the
dialogue to resume,” she
said. 

Attacks Rahul 
She attacked Congress vice-
president Rahul Gandhi for
holding secret meetings
with the Chinese ambas-
sador. “When China at-
tacked India in 1962, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee wrote a letter
to the then PM Jawaharlal
Nehru to call a special ses-
sion of Parliament and the
latter obliged. What did the
Congress VP do? He should
have understood the Indian
government’s stand before
listening to the Chinese am-
bassador,” she said.

Mr. Sharma said: “Don’t
you have diplomatic rela-
tions with China? If the In-
dian ambassador in Beijing
can meet political repres-
entatives there, so can the
Chinese ambassador here.” 

She said that within an hour
of Mr. Trump’s statement
that India’s participation in
the Paris climate deal was
contingent on receiving “bil-
lions of dollars” in aid, Mr.
Modi issued a statement
that “we were not depend-
ent on doles given by any-
one.” “Modi has the power
to challenge the U.S.,” she
said.

D. Raja of the CPI asked
India to resume dialogue
with Pakistan. Ms. Swaraj
said relations with Pakistan
soured not after the terrorist
attack at the Pathankot air-
base in January 2016 but
after Hizbul Mujahideen ter-
rorist Burhan Wani was
killed in an encounter in
July the same year.

“Pakistan did not go into
denial after the attack at the
Pathankot airbase and as-
sured help in investigations.
It was after Burhan Wani
was killed, when former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif described him

End Doklam face-o�
peacefully: Sushma

India must withdraw its
troops from the Doklam plat-
eau or “face consequences”,
a senior Chinese diplomat
said here on Thursday. 

The remarks mark a seri-
ous escalation in rhetoric
over the ongoing tensions
between the two countries,
as their Armies continue a
six-week standoff near the
India-Bhutan-China trijunc-
tion off Sikkim. 

“The crossing of the
boundary line by Indian
troops into the territory of
China using the pretext of se-
curity concerns for a third
party [Bhutan] is illegal,” the
Chinese Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion, Liu Jinsong, told
presspersons. “The troops
should be withdrawn imme-

diately; otherwise, there will
be serious consequences.”

Refusing to elaborate on
what the “consequences”
would be, the diplomat said
the Indian action at Doklam
was akin to “intruding into
your neighbour’s house, and
demanding the neighbour
leave to ensure your with-
drawal”. Quoting Chinese
President Xi Jinping, he said,
“Military option is the funda-
mental guarantor of sover-
eignty.” 

The diplomat’s com-
ments, the sharpest so far
from China, followed India’s

rejection on Wednesday a 15-
page statement of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs saying the numbers of
Indian troops on the stretch
of the Doklam plateau, con-
tested by both China and
Bhutan, had reduced from
400 to “over 40”. Govern-
ment sources said India had
not reduced the number of
troops. 

China’s count
Mr. Liu, however, said that as
of Thursday, the Chinese
Army had counted 48 Indian
soldiers. 

“Even one Indian soldier
violating Chinese sover-
eignty is too many,” he con-
tinued. “We cannot bear that
for another hour, another
day, and they must be pulled
out immediately.”

The diplomat said Chinese
troops had notified India of
their intention to repair a
road in what it called its own
territory on two occasions —
May 18 and June 8. 

Sharing the specific details
for the first time, China said

it was “very shocking” for
the Chinese side when In-
dian troops came over to the
disputed territory. More sig-
nificantly, the diplomat al-
leged that India had not, as
the government had main-
tained, come to the rescue of
Bhutanese troops in the
area.

Asked by The Hindu if
China had been embarrassed
by the Bhutan Foreign Min-
istry’s statement of June 30
that the Chinese road con-
struction activity was in “dir-
ect violation” of previous
agreements, Mr. Liu shot
back, “From the Bhutanese
statement, nothing reflects
that the Bhutanese side in-
vited or knew beforehand
that India would send
troops. Even if we accept a
difference of view between

China and Bhutan, we have
many mechanisms to resolve
them bilaterally.” 

No comments: Bhutan
Bhutan’s Ambassador to In-
dia V. Namgyal told The
Hindu he would not com-
ment on the remarks by the
Chinese envoy, saying there
was “nothing further to add”
to the official statement.

When contacted for a re-
sponse, the External Affairs
Ministry declined to add to
its statement on Wednesday,
where it said that “peace and
tranquillity on the India-
China border areas is an im-
portant prerequisite for
smooth development of our
bilateral relations with
China.”

For interview, log on to
http://bit.ly/IndiaChinaborder

China raises the heat on Doklam stando�
In sharpest comment by neighbour, diplomat warns of serious consequences if troops are not withdrawn

Liu Jinsong

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI <> Even one Indian

soldier violating

Chinese sovereignty

is too many. We

cannot bear that ...

In a boost to trade across
the Line of Control, Indian
and Pakistani authorities on
Thursday agreed to start a
formal communication
mechanism between the
trade officers and resume
trade and travel on the Uri-
Muzaffarabad route next
week. 

“We held a meeting with
our counterparts [from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK)] in a very positive at-
mosphere. Both sides de-
cided to resume travel from
Monday and trade from
Tuesday next week besides
establishing a permanent
communication mechan-
ism,” Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate, Uri, Sagar D. Doifode
told The Hindu.

The meeting, held on the
Salamabad Bridge or Aman
Setu on the zero line at
noon, was headed by
Deputy Commissioner,
Baramulla, Nasir Naqash
and Colonel (retired)
Muhammad Shahid, Dir-
ector, Trade and Trade Au-
thority, PoK.

It’s the first time since
cross-LoC trade service star-
ted in 2008 that permanent
communication lines would
come up. 

Earlier, the hotlines

between the security agen-
cies were the only source of
communication.

Sources said the two
sides had decided to share
landline and mobile num-
bers and e-mail addresses
“of the trade officers on
both sides to formalise com-
munication lines”. 

NIA caution
The move comes despite the
National Investigation
Agency, probing the funding
of public unrest through the
LoC route, reportedly ad-
vocating against opening
the trading points.

Both sides are meeting on
September 7 in PoK’s
Chakoti trade centre again
to take forward the initiat-
ive. The upcoming meeting
will be the first of its kind
with officials from Jammu
and Kashmir crossing the
LoC and hold a meeting.

“We have decided to hold
a meeting of the traders
every three months in a con-
trolled atmosphere to dis-
cuss issues related to trade
on the LoC. The next meet-
ing will be at Chakoti,” said
SDM Doifode.

The trade on the Uri-Muz-
affarabad route was stopped
after 66.5 kg of heroin was
seized from a PoK truck on
July 21. 

LoC trade via Uri
to resume soon
India, Pakistan o�cials hold talks

PEERZADA ASHIQ

Srinagar

A Major and a sepoy were
killed at Imam Sahab in
Shopian early on Thursday
and two Hizbul Mujahideen
militants shot dead at Gopal-
pora in Kulgam in encoun-
ters in Kashmir on Wednes-
day night.

Major Kamlesh Pandey
and sepoy Tanzin Chhultim
died of injuries in the 92
Base Hospital of the Army
here after being hit by bul-
lets fired by three Hizbul Mu-
jahideen militants trapped
during an operation at 2.30
a.m. 

The condition of sepoy
Kirpal Singh, who was also
hit, remains critical, police
sources said.

Three injured
There were specific inputs
about the militants’ pres-
ence at Matribugh-Zoipora
village. 

“As security forces zeroed
in, the militants hiding there
opened fire, injuring three
security personnel,” a police
official said.

Major Pandey of Almora
in Uttarakhand joined the
Army in June 2012, and Se-
poy Chhultim, 25, of Lahaul
Spiti in Himachal Pradesh in
September 2012.

Sources said the militants
escaped in the cover of dark-
ness. 

The Hizb announced a

cash reward for them. 
Chief Minister Mehbooba

Mufti and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Nirmal Kumar Singh
and Chinar Corps Com-
mander Lt. Gen. J.S Sandhu
paid tributes to the deceased
personnel.

2 militants killed
The Hizb militants, Aaqib
Ahmad Itoo of Gopalpora
and Suhail Ahmad Rather of
Yaripora, had fired upon a
search party, leading to an
encounter, said a Srinagar-
based police spokesman. 

An INSAS rifle, an AK rifle
and two magazines were re-
covered from the encounter
site. 

“Aaqib was involved in the
attack on a cash van of J&K
Bank at Pombai in which five
policemen were martyred
and two civilians lost their
lives. He was also involved in
bank robbery and weapon
snatching,” the police said. 

Suhail was involved in “in-
stigating people and firing
indiscriminately upon secur-
ity personnel”.

Hundreds of local people

participated in the militants’
funeral prayers. 

Unidentified militants ap-
peared at the funeral of
Suhail and fired in the air.

Internet out
Mobile Internet and railway
services remained suspended
in south Kashmir. Most de-
gree colleges and higher sec-
ondary schools were closed
for the third consecutive day
on Thursday, in the wake of
the killing of Lashkar-e-Taiba
militant Abu Dujana in an en-
counter on Tuesday. 

Major, sepoy killed in Kashmir 
Three Hizbul militants �re at Army men and escape from encounter site 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Srinagar

Closing in: Jawans cordon o� an area in Shopian district of south Kashmir on Thursday
following the death of Army men in �ring by militants. * NISSAR AHMAD

Three men were beaten up
on Thursday by alleged
Bajrang Dal activists and
the local people on suspi-
cion that they were trans-
porting beef from an illegal
slaughterhouse at Ran-
isagar, Shahpur, in Bhojpur
district of Bihar. The police
have taken the three into
custody. 

The mob intercepted a
lorry on its way to Muzaf-
farpur and thrashed the
driver and two others in
the vehicle. Another per-
son managed to escape. A
local television channel
broadcast footage of the
driver being brutally
slapped by a person.

“Three men have been
taken into custody after a
truck was intercepted by
local people near the Shah-
pur petrol pump for carry-
ing meat. We will verify
whether it was cow meat
or buffalo meat … investig-
ation is on,” a senior dis-
trict police official, Daya
Shankar, told pressper-
sons. “Strict action will be
taken against those run-
ning the illegal slaughter-
house,” District Magistrate
Sanjeev Kumar said. 

Protest on highway
The mob tried to set the
lorry on fire, but the police
reached the spot and foiled
the attempt. Later, the
people blocked National
Highway 84 on the Ara-
Buxar road, demanding ac-
tion against the Shahpur
police station in-charge for
not taking action against il-
legal slaughterhouses. 

Later, police officials pa-
cified the protesters.

3 attacked
over beef
rumours 
Special Correspondent

PATNA

Minutes before he was shot
dead in an encounter in Pul-
wama district of Kashmir,
Lashkar-e-Taiba militant Abu
Dujana rejected an offer to
surrender made by the se-
curity forces.

In a recording believed to
be of a telephonic conversa-
tion between Dujana and an
unnamed officer, Dujana is
heard saying, “Why should I
surrender? I have left [home]
for martyrdom. I have to die
either today or tomorrow.” 

The officer made attempts
to get the militant to give up
by reminding him of his par-
ents and wife.

“I have not married. This

is propaganda. My parents
were dead for me the day I
left them,” he said.

When the officer told him
that he must be aware that
the conflict in Kashmir “is a
game”, Dujana replied, “I
know the system. I know
everything. What can I do, if
anyone wants to play a
game. I have to tread my
own path.”

The wanted militant could
afford a laugh or two when
the officer told him how he
had travelled distances to get
him. 

He asked the officer about
his well-being, saying it had
been years since he heard
from him.

“When we play chor-

sipahi sometimes we are
ahead, sometimes you.
Today you caught me, con-
gratulations,” he said. The
officer responded by saying
he was only doing his duty.

“I will fulfil my duty,” the
militant replied.

The officer told Dujana
that no one wanted to kill
anyone. “That’s okay, but
whoever gave you the in-
formation wants me dead,”
the militant said.

“Listen to me, I cannot
surrender. I know you have
no animosity towards me
and that you are fulfilling
your duty and I am mine.
You do your duty and
whatever is written in my
fate, Allah will do that,” he
added. When told by the of-
ficer that what he was indul-
ging in was not jihad, the
militant said, “Chalo yaar,
kya karenge (friend, what
can we do).”

For Dujana, it was cat-and-mouse game
Refused surrender o�er, and told o�cer about chor-sipahi manoeuvres in Valley

Press Trust of India

Srinagar

Abu Dujana

The BJP on Thursday over-
took the Congress to be-
come the largest political
party in the Rajya Sabha,
where it now has 58 mem-
bers against 57 of the main
Opposition party.

BJP MP Sampatiya Uikey,
elected to the Upper House
in a bypoll in Madhya Pra-
desh, took oath on
Thursday. 

This is the first time the
saffron party has become
number one in the RS after
the Modi government
came to power in 2014.

The BJP-led NDA, how-
ever, is still short of a decis-
ive majority in the House. 

Now, BJP 
is largest
party in RS 
Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

Several Rajya Sabha mem-
bers on Thursday expressed
concern over some online
games that encourage young
users to break the law and
even commit suicide. They
demanded that such games
be blocked. 

Member Amar Shankar
Sable raised the issue stating
that one Manpreet, who al-
legedly committed suicide
by jumping from a building
at Andheri in Mumbai last
month, had been playing the
“Blue Whale” game for 50
days. Nearly 130 suicides
linked to the game had been
reported in the U.S., Russia,
England and Italy, he said.

Mr. Sable said the players
were given instructions such
as “watch horror movies”
and “travel without ticket on
trains”, and later they are
told to commit suicide. He

sought action to ensure that
young people were not influ-
enced by such games, stating
that the issue was also raised
in the Maharashtra
Assembly.

Vikas Vikas Mahatme said
such games were addictive.
Sanjay Seth of the Samajwadi
Party said there should be
provisions to remove such
games from websites. 

Land deal
In the Rajya Sabha, Congress
members alleged that a Ch-
hattisgarh Minister’s wife
had bought forest land in the
State to construct a resort,
which was opposed by BJP
members saying it was a
State issue. Deputy Chair-
man P. J. Kurien turned
down the notice given by
members Pramod Tiwari
and P.L. Punia. The Chair
asked them to give some
other notice. 

‘Blue Whale’ game worries Elders
Block sites that prompt youngsters to break the law, say Rajya Sabha members

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

New problem: The Rajya Sabha in session on Thursday. * PTI

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief
Lalu Prasad said on
Thursday that he was in
touch with Sharad Yadav,
senior Janata Dal(U) leader
and Rajya Sabha member,
for the formation of a “for-
midable anti-BJP front”.

“Sharadji has always
fought against the BJP and
the RSS. He is pro-poor and
pro-minorities. He is coming
to Patna on August 8, and I
will discuss with him the
next course of action to form
a formidable anti-BJP front
in the country,” Mr. Prasad
told presspersons in Ranchi,

where he appeared in a spe-
cial CBI court in connection
with a fodder scam case.

He said his younger son
and former Deputy Chief

Minister Tejashwi Yadav
would launch a State-wide
tour from August 9 to “ex-
pose Nitish Kumar’s betrayal
of the people’s mandate and
also appeal to the people of
Bihar for their support to the
BJP Bhagao, desh bachao
[throw out the BJP, save the
country] mega rally in Patna
on August 27”.

‘Not for new party’
Meanwhile, Mr. Sharad Ya-
dav said on Thursday that he
was not thinking of forming
a new party. His close aide,
Vijay Verma, hinted at such
a possibility on Wednesday.

(With ANI inputs)

Lalu plans to form anti-BJP
front with Sharad Yadav
RJD chief says JD(U) leader is pro-poor and pro-minorities

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

Lalu Prasad
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NEWS

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation has arrested a
superintendent of the GST
Council for allegedly re-
ceiving bribe through his
conduit for purported fa-
vours extended to some
businessmen during his
earlier stint in the Central
Excise.

Monish Malhotra, the
superintendent, and
Manas Patra, the alleged
middleman, were arrested
by the CBI on Wednesday
evening, an official said.

₹7 lakh recovered
During searches, the CBI
has recovered ₹7 lakh in
cash from the premises of
Mr. Malhotra, CBI spokes-
person R. K. Gaur said in a
statement.

It was alleged that Mr.
Malhotra, who was earlier
posted in the Central Ex-
cise, had been indulging in
corrupt practices of ex-
tending undue favours to
private parties by not tak-
ing action against them in
return for periodic bribes.

GST Council
o�cial held
in graft case
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

With NITI Aayog Vice-
Chairman Arvind Panagar-
iya set to return to aca-
demic pursuits, the govern-
ment is learnt to have
zeroed in on a few eco-
nomists to take on the role,
including Shankar
Acharya, Rajiv Kumar and
N.K. Singh.

Mr. Acharya has previ-
ously served as the Chief
Economic Adviser to the
government from 1993 to
2001 and was a member of
the Twelfth Finance Com-
mission. 

He is currently on the
board of governors and an
honorary professor at the
Indian Council for Re-
search on International
Economic Relations.

Mr. Kumar, who holds a
D.Phil. in economics from
Oxford, has served as dir-
ector & chief executive of
ICRIER and has earlier
worked with the Asian De-
velopment Bank. Mr. Singh
recently chaired the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Committee.

Search on for
Panagariya’s
successor
Yuthika Bhargava

New Delhi

The Central government is
mulling a revision in the for-
mula to calculate minimum
wages that may increase in-
come levels of workers
across the country.

The Central Advisory
Committee on Minimum
Wages, headed by Labour
and Employment Minister
Bandaru Dattatreya, met
here and decided to consti-
tute a committee to deliber-
ate the proposed changes in
the calculation of minimum
wages for workers.

“The laid down norms to
fix the minimum wages is
not commensurate for the
present day workers. We
have decided to constitute a
committee to re-look at the
norms for fixing minimum
wages,” Mr. Dattatreya said
here in a press conference.

He said the committee
would deliberate upon the
following factors while re-
commending a new formula
for minimum wages — num-

ber of units per family, inclu-
sion of dependant parents
and “treatment of women
and children at par with the
male family member.”

Norms criteria
The norms for fixing min-
imum wages today are based
on recommendations of the
Indian Labour Conference in
1957. 

Under it, the minimum
wage level for industries is
fixed based on spending es-
timates for a working class
family on 2,700 calories of
food per person, 72 yards

clothes, minimum housing
rent and education and light
and fuel. A standard work-
ing class family consists of
three consumption units for
one earner with earnings of
women, children and ad-
olescents being disregarded.

Payment inability
RSS-affiliated Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh recommended
the government to increase
the total units for calculating
minimum wages for a family
from three to six, its organ-
isation secretary (north-
central region) Pawan Ku-
mar said.

However, employer rep-
resentatives, part of the
Central Advisory Board,
highlighted the inability to
pay higher wage levels in
case the formula for min-
imum wages is revised, a
source present in the meet-
ing said.

Mr. Dattatreya said the
Union Cabinet had approved
a labour code on Minimum
Wages.

Centre mulls changing
minimum wages formula
Panel decides to form committee to look into calculation

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Bandaru Dattatreya

The vice-presidential elec-
tion, scheduled for Sat-
urday, may look like it is in
the bag for the ruling NDA,
but Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is taking no
chances. 

On Friday evening, he
will meet all MPs of the NDA
and the parties that have
pledged support to its can-
didate M. Venkaiah Naidu at
the G.M.C. Balayogi Auditor-
ium in the Parliament House
complex. The meeting will
be different from the
routine as it involves an ex-
ercise of mock voting with
replicas of the ballot. 

Two names
“There were 21 invalid votes
polled in the presidential
election, and many of them
were from the BJP. It was
felt, therefore, that there
should be a demonstration
of the voting process again,”
said a senior office-bearer of
the BJP.

The ballot will have the
names of the two candid-
ates in the fray: Mr. Naidu
and Gopalkrishna Gandhi,
who has been fielded by the
Opposition. Mr. Modi will
also take part in the exercise
as an MP.

At the meeting, all parties
of the NDA are expected to
express their support for
Mr. Naidu. This will be fol-
lowed by a cultural pro-
gramme and a dinner. The
cultural programme is being
arranged by Union Minister
Mahesh Sharma.

Modi taking no chances

with V-P election

NDA MPs to take part in mock voting

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi

It’s not as if NOTA, or None
of The Above, option is be-
ing introduced for the first
time in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions taking place in Gujarat
on August 8. The option was
available in all elections to
the Upper House since 2014
as directed by the Supreme
Court in 2013.

On September 27, 2013, a
three-Judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court said NOTA was
also in use in 13 countries,
including the United States,
France, Brazil, Bangladesh,
Sweden and Spain. It ob-
served that in Indian Parlia-
ment also, voting machines
had three choices: Ayes,
Noes and Abstain.

The Election Commission,
in October 2013, issued dir-
ections for providing the
NOTA option in elections.
But then, doubts were raised
about its applicability in the
Rajya Sabha polls. 

After examining the issue,
the EC on January 24, 2014,
directed that the option
would also apply for elec-

tions to the Rajya Sabha. Im-
mediately thereafter, NOTA
was introduced for the bien-
nial elections to the Upper
House held in 16 States on
February 7 the same year. 

On February 27, 2014,
while extending the NOTA
option to the Legislative
Council elections, the elect-
oral body gave further dir-
ectives on its use. 

“In view of the existing
rules, the electors — despite
any party whip — can exer-

cise their choice and in do-
ing so, they do not face dis-
qualification as legislators.
The Supreme Court’s judg-
ment in Kuldip Nayar vs
Union Of India & Ors is signi-
ficant in this regard,” said an
EC official.

Kuldip Nayar case
In the Kuldip Nayar case,
amendments introducing
the open ballot system were
under challenge, but were
dismissed by the court.

The Supreme Court ob-
served: “The contention that
the right of expression of the
voter at an election for the
Council of States is affected
by open ballot is not tenable,
as an elected MLA would not
face any disqualification
from the membership of the
House for voting in a particu-
lar manner.” 

The Court said the mem-
ber “may at the most attract
action from the political
party to which he belongs.”

NOTA in use in RS polls since 2014 
Despite party whip, legislators can exercise their choice, says an EC o�cial

Devesh K. Pandey

New Delhi

The impact of the decision
of MLAs to exercise the
NOTA (none of the above)
option in elections to the
Rajya Sabha will be the
same as that of an
abstention.

Nor does it attract the
anti-defection law, though it
can be a sign that an MLA is
disgruntled with his party
leadership or official
candidate.

In the Rajya Sabha polls,
a winning candidate should
get a required number of
votes calculated through a
formula. The total number
of votes are divided by the
number of seats going to the
polls from the State, adding
one vote to the number. To
this whole, a value of one
vote is again added. 

The polls are held by
means of a single, transfer-
able vote, and the candid-
ates reaching the requisite
number are declared elec-

ted. “If a candidate from a
party exercises the NOTA
option, the total votes will
go down,” said former Lok
Sabha secretary general
PDT Achary. This will bring
down the number required
to win.

This can benefit a candid-
ate from another party, in
case MLAs from that party
vote for their official candid-
ate, neither abstaining nor
exercising the NOTA option. 

Same results
However, Mr. Achary added
that abstentions — an option
even before NOTA — pro-
duced the same results by
bringing down the total
number of votes. 

Political scientist Yogen-
dra Yadav said the exercise
of NOTA would be more a
sign of an MLA being dis-
gruntled with his party lead-
ership or not supporting the
official candidate. “It’s noth-
ing more than transferring
the logic of NOTA for an or-
dinary voter to MLAs.” 

Impact of NOTA will
be like abstention

‘It does not attract anti-defection law’

Vikas Pathak 

Devesh K. Pandey

New Delhi

The Karnataka government
has expressed “strong
protest” against the use of
Central forces while conduct-
ing Income Tax search and
seizure operations on the
premises linked to Energy
Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

In a letter to Revenue Sec-
retary Hasmukh Adhia, the
State’s Additional Chief Sec-
retary to Home Department
Subhash Chandra said use of
Central Reserve Police Force
personnel in the operations
is against the “established
conventions of cooperative
action between agencies of
the Central and State govern-
ment,” which cannot be by-
passed in matters where
both share responsibility. 

Mr. Chandra said there
were protests following the
raids and “there was every
possibility that the matter
could have escalated” into a
law and order situation,
which is the responsibility of
the State government.

This comes a day after
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
expressed opposition to the
use of CRPF personnel in the
raids and called it “politically
motivated” and against “the
principles of democracy and
co-operative federalism.”

‘Wrong impression’
In his letter to Mr. Adhia, the
ACS said deployment of
CRPF “in full operational at-
tire with weapons for a civil-
ian operation” conveys a
wrong impression. “It casts
aspersions of adverse credib-
ility, integrity and profes-
sionalism on the State police,

which has been utilised by
the I-T department effect-
ively earlier,” said the letter.
The I-T Department did not
seek assistance from the
local police or any senior po-
lice authority for the opera-
tions, Mr. Chandra said, ar-
guing that Central forces
being deployed for such an
operation is a first for
Karnataka. About 30 armed
CRPF personnel were de-
ployed in the city. 

However, I-T department
sources said the department
could seek the services of
any force in its operations. 

“There is no rule that only
local police have to be roped
in. The CRPF has been used
earlier as well,” an official
said. He added that the de-
cision on not using local po-
lice was taken by senior offi-
cials “to avoid a leak or
tip-off of the raid since the
assessee is a Minister in the
State government.”

Karnataka fumes at use of CRPF in I-T raids
Income Tax o�cers say the move 
was meant to avoid a leak or tip-o�

In the net: (Clockwise from left)
A scene at the residence of
Karnataka Energy Minister D. K.
Shivakumar during an I-T raid in
Bengaluru on Thursday; the local
police interacting with the CRPF
personnel; and police and
Income Tax sleuths check the
bag of a mechanic. * SUDHAKARA

JAIN & BHAGYA PRAKASH. K

Bageshree. S

BENGALURU

A day after Income Tax (I-T)
sleuths raided the Eagleton
Resort in Bengaluru, where
Congress legislators from
Gujarat are lodged, two
MLAs alleged that the I-T offi-
cials had asked some MLAs
to leave the resort and re-
turn to Gujarat.

“Two of our members
were told by I-T officials to
leave the resort and return
to Gujarat immediately,”
Congress legislators Paresh
Dhanani and Mohammad
Javed Pirzada claimed,
adding that the I-T officials
were more concerned about
why the legislators from Gu-

jarat were staying in the
resort.

“As soon as the I-T team
reached the resort, they took
hold of the reception

counter and asked the staff
about guests staying in the
rooms, who was paying for
them and who had done the
booking for them,” Mr.

speculation that some MLAs
desired to return to their
home. “BJP leaders have be-
come frustrated after we
moved our members here,
escaping their dirty tricks,
and, therefore, they have
been spreading rumours that
our MLAs want to go back.”

On Thursday, Karnataka
Congress President G. Para-
meshwara had a meeting
with all legislators to assure
them that despite the I-T
raids, the State Congress
leadership was with the
party MLAs from Gujarat. 

Meanwhile, two Congress
leaders from Gujarat, includ-
ing legislator Joitabhai Patel,
were taken to hospital after
they were taken ill. 

Dhanani said, alleging that
on the pretext of the raid on
Shivakumar, its main pur-
pose was to scare away MLAs
and force them to return Gu-
jarat so that the BJP could
poach them.

‘Legislators united’
“The way the BJP govern-
ment has created an atmo-
sphere of fear in Gujarat us-
ing State machinery, the
Central government tried to
do the same in the resort us-
ing the I-T establishment,”
Mr. Dhanani said, stressing
that all legislators of the
party were united and would
not submit to the the BJP’s
money and muscle power.

He also brushed aside all

Afshan Yasmeen

Mahesh Langa

BENGALURU/AHMEDABAD

Strong backlash: Youth Congress workers raise slogans against
the Centre to protest the I-T raids on Thursday. * PTI 

2 MLAs claim they were told to leave resort 
‘Main purpose of raid was to scare and force them to return to Gujarat so that BJP could poach them’

Raids jolt hold in party 
BENGALURU

Though Congress leaders

have protested the timing of

the I-T raids on D.K.

Shivakumar’s residence and

o�ces, his rivals within and

outside the party seem to be

sensing a chance to hit back

at him, especially ahead of

next year’s Assembly polls.

Known to be a politician in

the limelight, Mr. Shivakumar

is also seen as someone with

a “high-handed” style of

functioning. 

Sheet from diary aired
A TV channel on Thursday

evening aired visuals of what

they claimed was the pieced-

together sheet from the

alleged diary of Karnataka

Energy Minister D.K.

Shivakumar. The Minister was

allegedly caught tearing it up

by IT sleuths when they

raided his room at the

Eagleton Resort on

Wednesday morning.

The top leadership of BJP in
Karnataka was conspicuous
in not launching an all-out
attack on or demanding the
resignation of Congress
leader and Energy Minister
D. K. Shivakumar.

The BJP leaders, who had
vociferously demanded the
resignation of another
Minister, Ramesh Jharkiholi
when he faced I-T raids in
January earlier, have
remained quiet this time.

BJP State unit
soft on leader
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU
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S. African kidnapped by
al-Qaeda released
PRETORIA

A South African tourist who

was kidnapped in 2011 by

al-Qaeda while travelling in

Mali has been released and is

back home, Foreign Minister

Maite Nkoana-Mashabane

said on Thursday. Stephen

McGowan was one of the four

foreigners who were seized in

a restaurant in the town of

Timbuktu. Reuters

ELSEWHERE

Paralympian Pistorius
taken to hospital
SOMERSET WEST

Oscar Pistorius was taken

from prison to a public

hospital on Thursday with

chest pains and will stay

overnight for observation.

“He’s �ne now,” his

spokesman Johan van Wyk

said. He also said that media

reports that Pistorius had a

suspected heart attack in jail

were untrue. AP

Chile Congress lifts
ban on abortion
SANTIAGO

Chile’s Congress on

Wednesday eased a strict ban

on abortion in e�ect since the

�nal days of the Augusto

Pinochet dictatorship. The

measure, which passed with a

22-13 vote in the Senate,

allows abortion in cases of

rape, if the mother’s life is at

risk or if the foetus presents a

deadly birth defect. AFP

Shinzo Abe opts for
‘safe hands’ in reshu�e
TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe opted for safe

hands over fresh faces in a

Cabinet reshu�e on

Thursday but the changes

may not boost his support to

the extent he seeks. Many

Ministers are being

reappointed, such as Finance

Minister Taro Aso. Reuters

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Thursday
that relations with Russia
had hit an all-time and “very
dangerous” low, putting the
blame on Congress after he
reluctantly approved sanc-
tions against Moscow.

After Moscow called the
sanctions a declaration of
“economic war” that had ex-
posed the U.S. President’s
weakness, an angry Trump
lashed out at his own law-
makers who had overwhelm-
ingly approved the meas-
ures. “Our relationship with
Russia is at an all-time & very
dangerous low,” Mr. Trump
wrote on Twitter. “You can
thank Congress, the same
people that can’t even give
us HCare!” he added in refer-
ence to a recent defeat in the
Senate on his health care re-
form plans.

‘Significantly flawed’
Mr. Trump’s outburst came a
day after he grudgingly
signed off on the sanctions,
calling the legislation “signi-
ficantly flawed” and adding
that some of its provisions
were unconstitutional. Mr.
Trump’s presidency has
been overshadowed by alleg-
ations that his campaign
team colluded with Moscow
during last year’s U.S. presid-
ential campaign in which he
defeated Hillary Clinton.

After meeting his Russian
counterpart at a G20 summit
in Germany last month, Mr.
Trump said he wanted to
work more closely with Mo-
scow on areas such as the
conflict in Syria.

But the legislation —
which also includes meas-
ures against North Korea and
Iran — greatly limits his room
for manoeuvre and under-

lines the lack of trust from
lawmakers, even though Re-
publican Party controls both
houses of Congress. The
sanctions target the Russian
energy sector in particular,
giving Washington the ability
to sanction companies in-

volved in developing Russian
pipelines. It also places
curbs on some Russian
weapons exporters and con-
strains Mr. Trump’s ability to
waive the penalties.

Moscow, which an-
nounced a series of retaliat-

ory measures over the week-
end, has painted the Bill’s
passage in the Senate as a
humiliation for Mr. Trump.

Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev took to Facebook
late on Wednesday to say Mr.
Trump’s signing of the Bill
“ends hopes for improving
our relations with the new
U.S. administration”. “It is a
declaration of a full-fledged
economic war on Russia,”
Mr. Medvedev wrote. “The
Trump administration has
shown its total weakness by
handing over executive
power to Congress in the
most humiliating way.”

Penalising Kremlin
Moscow has already ordered
the U.S. to slash staff at its
diplomatic mission in Russia
by 755 personnel in re-
sponse. The Kremlin said Mr.
Trump’s formal approval did
not “change anything” and
no further retaliation was
planned. 

The sanctions seek to pen-
alise the Kremlin for al-
legedly meddling in the 2016
U.S. presidential election
and for Russia’s annexation
of Crimea.

Mr. Trump had received
the legislation at last Friday
Friday, but waited until Wed-
nesday to sign it. The delay
had raised speculation that
Mr. Trump might veto or try
to somehow shelve the sanc-
tions, which were approved
in a 98-2 Senate vote. By
signing it, he avoided the hu-
miliating prospect of Con-
gress overriding his veto. 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson said on Wednesday
that he would meet with his
Russian counterpart Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov over
the weekend, but warned
U.S.-Russia ties could still get
worse.

Trump blames Congress as
Russia ties hit ‘dangerous low’ 
Moscow terms U.S. sanctions a declaration of ‘full-�edged economic war’ 

Hitting back: Russian President Vladimir Putin with Gazprom
head Alexei Miller in the Amur region on Thursday. * REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

Washington The crisis in Venezuela has
exposed divisions in Bri-
tain’s Labour Party amid
calls from some of its MPs
and other leaders to strongly
condemn President Nicolas
Maduro and the recent Con-
stituent Assembly vote. The
party’s stance is seen as par-
ticularly relevant as leader
Jeremy Corbyn has in the
past — as a backbench MP —
stressed his support for late
President Hugo Chavez, as
well as Mr. Maduro. 

“Now that he is the leader
of the Labour Party we have
an absolute right to know if
now regrets what he said or
recants it,” a former Labour
MP Tom Harris told the
BBC’s Newsnight pro-
gramme late on Wednesday.
Angela Smith, a long-term
critic of Mr. Corbyn, told The
Times she was “appalled” at
the events in Venezuela and
called on Mr. Corbyn to con-
demn the events as soon as
possible, as well as call for
the release of political pris-
oners. Mr. Corbyn, who is
on holiday, is yet to speak
out on recent developments
in Venezuela.

Earlier this week, the
party issued a statement, ur-
ging the government to “re-
cognise its responsibilities to
protect human rights, free
speech, and the rule of law,”
and called for the President
to personally respond to “le-
gitimate” concerns interna-
tionally about the “increas-
ing authoritarian nature of
his rule and the growing
hardship facing his people”. 

U.S. hand
However, some within the
Cabinet have been critical of
the U.S.-imposed sanctions,
suggesting it would be far
better to facilitate talks

between the two sides, put-
ting it in the context of the
historic relationship
between the U.S. and Latin
America. 

Chris Williamson, a La-
bour shadow home office
minister, told Newsnight
that while circumstances
had changed “substantially”
in the years since Mr.
Corbyn had spoken out in fa-
vour of the Venezuelan gov-
ernment, the violent
protests taking place have
been “aided and abetted by
the United States,” which
has been funding opposition
groups in the country. 

“They have a shady re-
cord going back many dec-
ades of interfering in Latin
America right back to Chile,”
he said. “We’ve had these
manufactured shortages
with factory owners stop-
ping production to create
these shortages in shops...
and it’s the same tactics
used against Allende in
1973,” he said, referring to
the bloody military coup
that deposed socialist
Chilean President Salvador
Allende.

Mr. Williamson is not the
first Labour politician to
have drawn parallels
between Venezuela and
Chile. During a rally in solid-
arity with Venezuela two
years ago, Mr. Corbyn had
attacked U.S. efforts to un-
dermine and discredit
Venezuela. 

“When we celebrate the
achievements of
Venezuela… in jobs, in hous-
ing, in health, in education,
but, above all, its role in the
whole world as a different
place, we recognise what
they have achieved,” he had
had said at the time, warn-
ing that there were “power-
ful forces trying to destroy
all of that”. 

Corbyn asked if he regrets his earlier support for Maduro 
Vidya Ram

London 

President undeterred: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
at a meeting with constitutionalists on Wednesday. * AFP

Venezuela crisis exposes
divisions in Labour Party

U.S. President Donald
Trump embraced legislation
on Wednesday that would
dramatically reduce legal im-
migration and shift the na-
tion toward a system that pri-
oritises merit and skills over
family ties. Mr. Trump joined
with Republican Sens. David
Perdue of Georgia and Tom
Cotton of Arkansas to pro-
mote the Bill, which has so
far gained little traction in
the Senate. 

It was the latest example
of the President champion-
ing an issue that animated
the core voters of his 2016
campaign, following de-
cisions to pull out of the
Paris climate treaty and ban
transgender people from the
military.

Skills-based point system
The legislation would re-
place the current process for
obtaining legal permanent
residency, or green cards,
creating a skills-based point

system for employment
visas. The Bill would also
eliminate the preference for
U.S. residents’ extended and
adult family members, while
maintaining priority for their
spouses and minor children. 

Overall, immigration
would be slashed 41% in the
legislation’s first year and
50% in its 10th, according to
projection models cited by
the Bill’s sponsors. The Bill

would also aim to slash the
number of refugees in half
and eliminate a programme
that provides visas to people
from countries with low
rates of immigration. Back-
ers said the Bill would
sharply increase the propor-
tion of green cards available
to high-skilled workers. 

But the Senate has largely
ignored a previous version of
the measure, with no other
lawmaker signing on as a co-
sponsor. GOP leaders have
showed no inclination to
vote on immigration this
year, and Democrats quickly
dismissed it. 

The Bill would create a
new points-based system for
applicants seeking to be-
come legal permanent resid-
ents, favouring those who
can speak English, have
high-paying job offers, can
financially support them-
selves and offer skills that
would contribute to the U.S.
economy. A little more than
one million green cards were
issued in 2015. 

Bill seeks to replace current process for getting green cards 

Associated Press

Washington

A rally in New York in January
against restrictive guidelines
for immigration. * AFP

President backs plan to slash
legal immigration to U.S. 

U.S. President Donald
Trump pressured Mexican
President Enrique Pena Ni-
eto to stop voicing opposi-
tion in public to his plan to
have Mexico pay for a bor-
der wall, according to tran-
scripts of phone calls pub-
lished on Thursday that
gave an insight into Mr.
Trump’s attempts to influ-
ence foreign leaders in his
first days in office.

The Washington Post pub-
lished texts of Mr. Trump’s
calls with Mr. Nieto and Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull just days
after he took office on Jan.
20. In a Jan. 27 call, Trump
told Mr. Nieto “If you are go-
ing to say that Mexico is not
going to pay for the wall,
then I do not want to meet
with you guys anymore be-
cause I cannot live with
that,” according to the
transcript.

“You cannot say that to
the press,” Mr. Trump said
repeatedly. He said both

leaders were “in a little bit
of a political bind” due to
his campaign pledge to
build the wall and have Mex-
ico foot the bill.

He suggested that the two
men avoid the issue of pay-
ing for the wall when asked.

“They are going to say,
‘Who is going to pay for the
wall, Mr. President?’ to both
of us, and we should both
say, ‘We will work it out’,”
Mr. Trump said. “It will
work out in the formula
somehow. As opposed to
you saying, ‘We will not pay’
and me saying, ‘We will not
pay’.”

Speaking to Mr. Turnbull,
Mr. Trump became irritated
that the U.S. was expected
to honour an agreement
made by his predecessor
Barack Obama to accept as
many as 1,250 refugees held
in Australian processing
centres on Pacific islands.

“This is going to kill me. I
am the world’s greatest per-
son that does not want to let
people into the country,”
Mr. Trump said.

“Don’t say ‘we will not
pay’,” Trump told Nieto
Details of January phone call published
Reuters

Washington

As Qatar finds itself at the
centre of a diplomatic storm,
a young artist has shot to
stardom with a sketch of the
Emir — now the emblem of
Qatari nationalism.

In the capital Doha, Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al-Thani’s face is every-
where, thanks to a silhouette
of the ruler’s profile and the
slogan “Tamim al-majd” —
Arabic for “Tamim the Glori-
ous” — on bumpers, shop
windows, concrete walls and
mobile phone cases.

Created after sanctions
“I have no words to describe
what I feel when I see my il-
lustration everywhere,” says
Ahmed al-Maadheed, who
created his design hours
after Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt cut ties

with Qatar on June 5 for its
alleged support for Islamist
extremism and ties to Iran.

He posted a portrait of the
Emir, sketched hastily in
black and white immediately
after Saudi Arabia and its al-
lies announced the sanctions
against Qatar, to his personal

Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts. The Emir’s profile,
and the line “Tamim the
Glorious” in intricate Arabic
calligraphy, spread like wild-
fire in Qatar after a retweet
by the Emir’s brother. The
design also resurfaced as a
graffiti stencil, frequently

painted in black and accom-
panied by the red-and-white
Qatari flag. The success of
“Tamim the Glorious” pro-
pelled the then-unknown
artist into the limelight
overnight, and by the end of
June he had exhibited his
work at an annex of Qatar’s
art museum and one of Do-
ha’s top hotels. Nearly all the
paintings sold that month. 

The emblem of the Emir
has since been translated to
English for the country’s ex-
patriate community, which
make up 80% of Qatar’s 2.5
million population, and
stickers and banners in Eng-
lish are now visible across
the Qatari capital. 

Mr. Maadheed, who runs
a small advertising agency by
day, said he had been
offered $10 million for the
original Arabic design by a
private party, but opted in-
stead to gift it to the Emir.

‘Tamim the Glorious’ enthrals Qatar
A portrait of the Emir, drawn by a young artist, turns into a national emblem

Agence France-Presse

Doha

For the Majesty: Artist Ahmed Bin Majed Al-Maadheed next to
his painting of the Qatari Emir titled ‘Glorious Tamim’. * AFP

China’s government is re-
sponsible for the “enforced
disappearance” of Nobel
laureate Liu Xiaobo’s
widow, her lawyer said on
Wednesday in a formal
complaint. Beijing faced a
global backlash for its treat-
ment of Liu when he died
of liver cancer last month.

Liu Xia ,56, has not been
in touch with anyone since
about a day before her hus-
band’s death, her lawyer,
Jared Genser, said in a
statement to the UN Work-
ing Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappear-
ances. Liu Xia has been
“held incommunicado in
an unknown location by
Chinese government au-
thorities” since July 15, the
day of her husband’s fu-
neral, the lawyer’s state-
ment read.

‘Liu’s widow
being held
by Beijing’
Agence France-Presse

Beijing

Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro on
Wednesday defiantly
dismissed allegations that
official turnout figures for
the election of a Constituent
Assembly were
manipulated, accusing the
international software firm
behind the claim of bowing
to U.S. pressure to cast
doubt over the vote. 

No manipulation,

says Maduro

Associated Press

CaracaS

Iran said on Thursday
that new U.S. sanctions
were a violation of its
nuclear deal with world
powers, piling pressure
on President Hassan
Rouhani as he starts his
second term. 

Mr. Rouhani vowed to
keep up his efforts to end
Iran’s isolation as he was
sworn in by the Islamic
Republic’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei following his

re-election in May. “We
believe that the nuclear
deal has been violated
and we will react
appropriately,” Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said. “We will
certainly not fall into the
trap of U.S. policy and
Trump, and our reaction
will be very carefully
considered.”

“We will never accept
isolation,” Mr. Rouhani
said as he was sworn in
in front of top political
and military officials.

U.S. violating n-deal: Iran 

Agence France-Presse

Tehran
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NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1810.60. . . . . . . 38.50

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407.35. . . . . . . . -3.90

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 272.10. . . . . . . . . 5.50

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1146.10. . . . . . . . . 1.60

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 741.30. . . . . . . 10.25

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 506.00. . . . . . -10.90

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2834.25. . . . . . . 31.35

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 158.20. . . . . . . . -5.20

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 424.20. . . . . . . . . 8.35

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24849.55. . . -180.20

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490.00. . . . . . . . . 3.70

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 557.15. . . . . . -11.40

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241.75. . . . . . . . -9.10

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2323.95. . . . . . -54.60

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 30726.05. . . -427.75

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370.55. . . . . . . . . 0.65

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 875.75. . . . . . . . -6.25

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1736.75. . . . . . -29.65

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1779.95. . . . . . -11.70

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3838.35. . . . . . . 35.75

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220.95. . . . . . . . -7.25

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1169.90. . . . . . . . . 1.15

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1199.75. . . . . . . . . 4.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295.70. . . . . . . . -6.15

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1645.20. . . . . . -13.55

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 403.95. . . . . . . . . 6.10

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 984.00. . . . . . . . -9.35

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 387.05. . . . . . . 16.95

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281.40. . . . . . . . -4.05

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 996.40. . . . . . -14.50

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1174.75. . . . . . . . -2.05

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993.40. . . . . . -41.55

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1416.50. . . . . . . . . 1.90

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7737.40. . . . . . -58.10

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172.55. . . . . . . . . 0.70

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.70. . . . . . . . . 0.30

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 222.95. . . . . . . . . 1.15

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1650.10. . . . . . . 20.90

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300.55. . . . . . . . -7.15

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 515.85. . . . . . . . -7.70

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431.45. . . . . . . . -8.90

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 253.60. . . . . . . . -6.85

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82.65. . . . . . . . . 0.05

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559.30. . . . . . . . -9.95

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2489.45. . . . . . . 15.65

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 407.15. . . . . . . . . 5.10

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4084.40. . . . . . . . -3.05

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279.95. . . . . . . . -1.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.10. . . . . . . . -4.70

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1785.45. . . . . . -43.55

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 539.95. . . . . . . . -0.35

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 03

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.49. . . . . . . 63.81

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.21. . . . . . . 75.59

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.53. . . . . . . 83.96

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.51. . . . . . . 57.80

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.44. . . . . . . . . 9.49

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.48. . . . . . . 65.81

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.68. . . . . . . 46.92

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 50.39. . . . . . . 50.65

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.82. . . . . . . 14.91

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

August 03 rates in rupees with previ-
ous rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 40.60. . . (40.90)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,711. . . (2,727)

market watch

03-08-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddd 32,238 ddddddddddddd-0.74

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 63.69 ddddddddddddddd0.01

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,430 ddddddddddddd-0.07

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.71 ddddddddddddddd1.35

To convey India’s pitch for a
sovereign rating upgrade
better, the finance ministry
has begun interacting with
global rating agencies
through teleconferences and
e-mails on a more regular
basis to give clarifications
and updates regarding the
economy. 

‘Unfavourable debt’
While India has done well
on attracting foreign direct
investment (FDI), its sover-
eign credit rating has not im-
proved owing to unfavour-
able debt and deficit
indicators, the Department
of Industrial Policy and Pro-
motion (DIPP) has told the
Parliament’s Standing Com-
mittee on Commerce. 

The committee had asked
the government to explain
the rationale behind rating
agencies flagging ‘low
private investments’ as a

constraint towards raising
the country’s rating and
whether high FDI flows are
not sufficient to improve the
country’s business outlook. 

“... FDI has a relatively
small weight in the total cri-
teria. India fares well in the
case of FDI but because the
debt and deficit indicators
are not favourable, ratings
are not improved,” DIPP
said in an action taken re-
port tabled in Parliament.

‘Improving rating’
The government also in-
formed the committee that it
had taken several steps to
improve India’s sovereign
credit rating, including in-
troduction of a structural in-
teraction process with rating
agencies, to provide them
the information they need. 

The Secretary in the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs chairs an annual review
meeting on India’s sovereign
rating with agencies, which

is followed by interactive
meetings with officials. 

“During these meetings,
government presents its per-
spective to rating agencies
about the strengths of the
Indian economy and recent
initiatives taken… DEA en-
courages agencies to also
consider the long-term
credit strengths of the eco-
nomy in a holistic manner,
and, in view of such
strengths, consider upgrad-
ing the rating of India’s sov-
ereign debt,” the Parliament
was informed. 

A detailed cross-country
presentation about the com-
parative position of India
and other similarly rated
economies on key economic
indicators is also made. Sep-
arately, the Economic Affairs
Secretary meets rating
agency representatives on
the sidelines of IMF and
World Bank meetings usu-
ally held in Washington dur-
ing September or October.

Centre pings rating agencies
on economy in upgrade push
Asks them to consider India’s long-term credit strength

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

With the industry raising a
red flag over the govern-
ment's decision to make GPS
mandatory in all mobile
phones, including features
phones, the Telecom Min-
istry will hold a meeting with
handset makers shortly to re-
view the policy's
implications.

In a meeting with Telecom
Secretary Aruna Sundarara-
jan on Wednesday, mobile
phone companies pointed
out that adding the GPS — or
the Global Positioning Sys-
tem, a feature that enables
tracking the location of a
device — to a feature phone
is not only technically chal-
lenging, but will also lead to
at least a 40%-50% jump in
the price of such devices.

‘Seeking inputs’
The government has made it
mandatory to install GPS in
all mobile phones that will
be sold in India, January 1,
2018 onwards with an aim to

locate subscribers in emer-
gency situations. 

Asked if the government
would review the decision,
Ms. Sundararajan told The

Hindu: “We will be sitting
with the industry soon…
listen to their objections in
detail and then take a
decision.”

In the meeting on Wed-
nesday, a representative
from HMD Global, which

holds the rights to market
the Nokia brand globally,
said, “the whole industry is
facing a huge challenge”
with regard to the enabling
of GPS in feature phones.

The representative said
that more that 40% of the
mobile market still com-
prises features phones
which are sold at an average
of about ₹1,500. “To add GPS
component to that is not

only technically challenging
as the device will need more
power and memory, but it
will also increase the cost by
40-50%. It means that we are
taking away the connectivity
from people…. to give them
something that really is
adding no value,” he said,
reasoning that without data,
the GPS function won’t help.

“We don’t know the pur-
pose…. I think GPS in feature

phones is a big mistake,” the
representative said, request-
ing the Telecom Secretary to
“look into” the issue.

A representative from
home-grown firm Intex also
said the policy needed a
fresh look as it would in-
crease costs and would not
be of any use as data con-
nectivity is not there across
the country. “The capacity of
the chip and the memory of
the phone is not adequate at
that cost level…It is some-
thing that needs review.”

In a letter to the govern-
ment last year, the Indian
Cellular Association had said
feature phones retail for
₹500-700 for which bill of
material (BOM) used was to
the tune of $5 (about ₹330-
₹350). 

Adding GPS in such
phones would increase the
production cost to $9-11 per
unit, it had said. An industry
representative said that the
telecom ministry may meet
handset makers over the is-
sue as early as Friday. 

‘GPS facility to raise handset costs’ 
Ministry calls for meeting with industry as phone makers �ag 40%-50% rise in cost of feature phones

Questions galore: At higher prices, one is taking away mobile connectivity from people in order
to o�er them something that adds no value, says an industry o�cial. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Service sector activity in
July slowed to its lowest
level since September 2013,
due in large part to the im-
plementation of the Goods
and Services Tax, according
to a private sector survey.

The Nikkei India Services
Purchasing Managers’ Index
registered a reading of 45.9
in July, falling from the
eight-month high of 53.1
seen in June. A reading over
50 indicates expansion and
one below 50 implies a con-
traction in activity.

“Business conditions in
India’s service economy de-
teriorated markedly in July
following the implementa-
tion of the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST),” the report
said. “Output and new work
declined for the first time
since January, with rates of
reduction the quickest since
September 2013.”

‘Lack of knowledge’
“That said, firms expressed
a lack of knowledge regard-
ing the GST and expect
more clarity in the near-
term to lead to activity
growth,” the report added.
“Confidence for the year
ahead was, in fact, the
strongest since August
2016.”

The slowdown in services

activity coincides with a
similar sharp slowdown in
manufacturing activity in
July, with the Manufacturing
PMI registering a reading of
47.9, the lowest it has been
since February 2009.

“PMI data for July high-
light a reversal in fortunes
across India, with the eco-
nomy going into reverse
mode after seeing a pick-up
in growth momentum dur-
ing June,” Pollyanna De
Lima, Principal Economist
at IHS Markit, and author of
the report said. “The down-
turn in services follows sim-
ilar weakness in manufac-
turing, to make a
double-whammy of disap-
pointing news at the start of
the second quarter of the
2017-2018 financial year.”

Ms. De Lima, however,
highlighted the fact that
while the slowdown was at-
tributed to the implementa-
tion of the GST, confidence
for the future was at a 11-
month high.

Services firms surveyed
said that the introduction of
the GST had caused a con-
traction in new work, lead-
ing to lower activity. This
drop in new business in-
flows resulted in a fall in
output, the first such case
since January, and the most
pronounced in almost four
years, the report added.

Services PMI drops to
lowest since Sept. 2013

Output falls under GST shadow

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Double whammy: Slowdown in services coincides with
that in manufacturing activity in July. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Infosys on Thursday said it
was not planning to disclose
details of the report of the
probe conducted by an ex-
ternal agency relating to
whistleblower complaints.

“The company does not
plan to make the report pub-
lic,” Infosys said replying to
an email from The Hindu ask-
ing whether Infosys would
release the report as deman-
ded by Infosys co-founder
N.R. Narayana Murthy.

It is reliably learnt that Mr.
Murthy had written to the
company’s board seeking
disclosure of details of the
probe related to irregularit-
ies feared in Infosys’s acquis-
ition of of Panaya and Skava.

In June, Infosys had said
that an independent probe,
by law firm Gibson Dunn
and investigation firm Con-
trol Risks, had found no im-

propriety. Mr. Murthy’s fresh
salvo came after the board,
at the company’s annual
general meeting, briefed
shareholders on the issue. 

The probe was conducted
based on two anonymous
whistleblower complaints
(forwarded to the company
by the SEBI), alleging wrong-
doing by the company dur-
ing the acquisition of Panaya
and Skava Systems in 2015.

Previously, Mr. Murthy
had raised the issue of cor-
porate governance and had
questioned the salaries paid
to CEO Vishal Sikka and COO
Pravin Rao. 

“After a detailed and ex-
tensive investigation conduc-
ted by Gibson Dunn and
Control Risks, they did not
find any evidence whatso-
ever of wrongdoing by the
management to support the
allegations of the anonym-
ous complaint,” said Infosys.

Infosys not to reveal probe report
Statement follows founder N.R. Narayana Murthy’s demand for full disclosure 

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

Motorola, which has so far
focused on selling mobile
phones online, is now look-
ing to expand by setting up
offline retail stores. 

It opened six ‘Moto
Hubs’ on Thursday and
plans to take the number
to 50 by the end of March
2018. They will allow users
to experience and pur-
chase the full portfolio of
Motorola products, includ-
ing phones and accessor-
ies, under one roof, said
Sudhin Mathur, managing
director, Motorola Mobility
India.The new stores will
come up in “the top-tier
towns at locations with sig-
nificant traffic,” he added. 

Motorola 
to open 50
retail stores
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Parliament’s Standing
Committee on Commerce
has questioned the coun-
try’s low manufacturing
growth despite initiatives
such as Make In India, Star-
tup India and FDI reforms
that are now more than two
years old.

The committee, led by
BJP MP Bhupender Yadav,
had expressed concerns
about manufacturing
growth averaging just 1.6%
in the five years till 2015-16
and a 0.5% contraction in
the sector in the first 9
months of FY17, in a report
tabled in Parliament this
March.

In an action taken report
tabled in Parliament on

Wednesday, the department
of industrial policy and pro-
motion (DIPP), under the
ministry of commerce and
industry, has listed out the
several measures taken by

the government to promote
manufacturing and ease the
business environment. 

While expressing appreci-
ation for the measures enu-
merated by the government,
the Committee stressed:
“However, it will serve bet-
ter to remember that most
of these initiatives are now
more than two years old and
the manufacturing growth
has not yet gone to the de-
sired level.”

Urging the department to
take effective steps to imple-
ment initiatives such as
Make in India in a ‘more ro-
bust manner’, the commit-
tee has said all obstacles to
the ‘optimal implementa-
tion’ of such programs must
be removed in a time-bound
manner.

Parliamentary committee airs concerns over poor growth

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

‘Make In India’ yet to spur
manufacturing, says panel

Most of the initiatives are
now more than two years
old, the committee said. 

Indian Oil Corp Ltd. said
net profit fell 45% in its
fiscal first quarter of 2017,
beating analysts’ estimates,
as higher inventory losses
and lower refining margins
weighed on profitability.

Net profit was ₹4,459
crore in the quarter ended
on June 30, compared with
₹8,269 crore a year earlier,
the country’s top refiner
said in a filing. 

Analysts, on average,
had expected a net profit
of ₹3,063 crore for the first
quarter, Thomson Reuters
data showed. The
quarterly average gross re-
fining margins, or profit
earned on each barrel of
crude processed, eased to
$4.32 per barrel, compared
with $9.98 per barrel in the
same period last year.

Indian Oil 
Q1 net pro�t
slides 45%
Reuters

Bengaluru

Banks may need to do an
incremental provisioning
of 20% for 50 large
stressed accounts to ab-
sorb any losses, says a re-
port. These 50 large ac-
counts are from the sectors
such as construction,
power and metals, among
others and constitute
about half of the gross
non—performing assets of
the banking sector. 

“Banks may require an
incremental provisioning
of 20% against cumulative
debt of 50 large stressed
assets worth over ₹4.3 lakh
crore,” says a joint report
by Assocham and rating
agency Crisil.

While banks may have
already provisioned for a
part of these exposures,
they need to adequately
capitalise to absorb such
losses which could fuel
credit growth and support
the next leg of economic
growth, it said.

‘NPAs: Banks
need more
provisioning’ 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI

Infosys on Thursday said
it would acquire Brilliant
Basics, a London-based
product design and
customer experience
company, for an
undisclosed amount.

The acquisition is
expected to close in the
July-September 2018

quarter, subject to
customary closing
conditions, Infosys said.
“Adding Brilliant Basics’
design and CX
capabilities has already
proven to be invaluable,
helping Infosys close
large deals with a deep
blend of skills,” Infosys
President and Deputy
COO Ravi Kumar S. said.

To buy Brilliant Basics 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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IN BRIEF

Cochin Shipyard IPO
subscribed 72.49 times 
NEW DELHI

The initial share sale of

Cochin Shipyard saw robust

demand from investors with

the o�er getting subscribed

by 72.49 times on the last

day of the bidding on

Thursday. The Initial Public

O�ering received bids for

over 246 crore shares against

total issue size of 3.39 crore

shares, data withNSE

showed. It aims to raise up to

₹ 1,468 crore through the

share sale o�er. PTI

GST portal now has 
71 lakh accounts
NEW DELHI

More than 71 lakh taxpayers

of VAT, Service Tax and

Central Excise have so far

activated their accounts on

the Goods and Services Tax

portal, but only 44 lakh have

completed the entire

enrolment process, the GST

Network said on Thursday.

The GSTN warned that

failure to complete the

enrolment process will lead

to the cancellation of the

provisional IDs after three

months.

U.S.-headquartered informa-
tion technology (IT) major
Cognizant Technology Solu-
tions, which has a huge pres-
ence in India, has reported
an 86.5% rise in net income
for the quarter ended June,
2017.

The second quarter re-
port card is better than what
the market had widely ex-
pected. 

The rise in net income is
primarily due to a signific-
antly lower outgo on taxa-
tion during the quarter un-
der review vis-a-vis the
year-earlier period. Cogniz-
ant has made an income tax
provision of $165 million for
the quarter ended June 2017,
compared with $343 million
in the same quarter last year.

The net income of the
company rose to $470 mil-
lion from $252 million a year
earlier.

‘One-off expense’
Cognizant said it had to in-
cur an incremental income
tax expense of $190 million
in the second quarter of
2016 as its principal operat-
ing subsidiary in India repur-

chased shares valued at $2.8
billion from its shareholders,
which are non-Indian Cog-
nizant entities, in May last
year. This $2.8 billion was a
one-off cash remittance from
the Indian subsidiary to non-
Indian Cognizant entities, a
company release said.

Revenue for the June
quarter rose 8.9% to $3.67
billion from $3.37 billion in
the same quarter of the pre-
vious year. The second-
quarter revenue of the com-
pany rose 3.5% sequentially.

Financial services and

healthcare verticals were
dominant revenue earners
for the company. Together,
they contributed close to
67% of the total revenue in
the quarter. 

Revenue from the finan-
cial services sector rose 4.1%,
and that from healthcare ser-
vices, 9.5% in the second
quarter.

Asserting that the second
quarter report card reflected
the progress the company
had made in enabling clients
to realise value in digitising
their entire enterprise, Fran-

ciso D’Souza, CEO, said Cog-
nizant was determined to ac-
celerate its shift to digital
services and solutions.

The company gave a rev-
enue projection in the range
of $3.73 billion to $3.78 bil-
lion for the third quarter.
The company has revised
the lower end of its annual
guidance upwards. The guid-
ance range changed from
$14.56 billion-$14.84 billion,
which it announced in the
earlier quarter, to $14.7 bil-
lion-$14.84 billion (9-10% rev-
enue growth).

Reiterating the execution
capabilities of Cognizant, its
chief financial officer Karen
McLoughlin asserted that the
strong balance sheet and
cash flows would continue to
support the capital return
and investment programmes
of the company.

The company said it had
added seven new strategic
customers in the June
quarter, bringing the total to
343. The headcount fell by
4,400 during the quarter to
2,56,800. Annualised attri-
tion was 23.6% resulting
from performance evalu-
ation and a voluntary separa-
tion programme.

Cognizant net rises 86.5%;
BFSI, healthcare dominate
IT major revises lower end of guidance for annual numbers upwards

Client connect: The company has added seven new strategic
customers in the June quarter, bringing the total to 343.

K.T. Jagannathan

CHENNAI India’s first private sector
missile sub-systems manu-
facturing facility, a joint ven-
ture between the $2.5 billion
Kalyani Group and Israel’s
Rafael Advanced Defence
Systems Ltd., was inaugur-
ated near Hyderabad on
Thursday. 

To begin with, the Kalyani
Rafael Advanced Systems
(KRAS) plant will make anti-
tank guided missile (ATGM)
Spike and the production is
expected to begin in a few
weeks, Kalyani Group chair-
man Baba N. Kalyani said.
Besides supplying to the In-
dian Army, the plan is to ex-
port to South East Asian
countries, he added. 

Advanced equipment
Formed in line with the
‘Make in India’ initiative of
the Centre and the policy to
encourage private sector
participation in defence pro-
duction, the 51:49 joint ven-
ture will develop a wide
range of advanced capabilit-
ies. 

These include command
control and guidance, elec-
tro-optics, remote weapon
systems, precision guided

munitions and system engin-
eering for system integra-
tion. The plant would em-
ploy more than 300
engineers and provide indir-
ect employment to 1,000
people.

Addressing the media
ahead of the inauguration,
Mr. Kalyani said ₹60-70
crore had been invested in
the plant. 

Going forward, once or-
ders start flowing, “we will
invest more... also looking to
[make] other products, he
said, adding that Spice glider
bombs used by the Air Force
would be the next. 

On the plant’s ATGM ca-
pacity, Rafael Advanced De-
fence Systems president and
CEO Maj. Gen. (retired) Yoav
Har-Even said: “We are
speaking in thousands of the
air-to-surface missiles.” 

The localisation content is
90% and most of the
vendors are in and around
Hyderabad, Mr. Kalyani said.

Telangana Industries and
IT Minister K.T. Rama Rao,
said that more than 30,000
researchers and scientists
and 1,000 MSME units in
and around the city were
working in the areas of de-
fence systems. 

Hyderabad unit to supply anti-tank guided missiles to Army 

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Long sight: The plant will manufacture Spike-MR, an electro 
optical missile system for ranges up to 2.5 km. * G. RAMAKRISHNA

India’s �rst private missile
production facility unveiled 

The Ramco Cements Ltd.,
has embarked on a ₹1,095
crore programme to expand
the capacity of grinding
units, said a top official.

“We are doubling the ca-
pacity of grinding units in
Vizag and Kolaghat (West
Bengal) from 0.9 million
tonnes to 2 million tonnes
per annum each,” said A.V.
Dharmakrishnan, CEO,
Ramco Cements. “Besides,
we are setting up a new unit
in Odisha of 0.9 million
tonnes.”

The proposed expansion
will be completed in 18
months and the cost will met
be through internal accruals
and borrowings. 

After the proposed expan-
sion, the capacity of grind-
ing units is set to increase
from 4 million tonnes to 7.1
million tonnes. “This would
further increase our pres-
ence in Andhra Pradesh,

Odisha and West Bengal,” he
said. Severe drought and
shortage of river sand in
Tamil Nadu, coupled with an
increase in fuel prices im-
pacted the financials in the
first quarter ended June 30. 

The company reported a
flat growth in its standalone
net profit at ₹156 crore. Total
income increased to ₹1,194

crore from ₹1,124 crore in the
year-earlier period.

The company reported a
4% increase in overall sales
at 21.50 lakh tonnes against
20.66 lakh tonnes. 

“But, we had degrown by
12% in Tamil Nadu; it af-
fected the overall perform-
ance of the company. The
impact due to demonetisa-
tion and the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax were minimal,” Mr.
Dharmakrishnan said. 

On the buyback of shares,
he said the company had
purchased close to 25 lakh
shares in the open market at
₹167 crore.

Ramco Industries
Ramco Industries’ stan-
dalone net profit for the first
quarter ended June 30,
dipped 48% to ₹15.73 crore
from ₹30.25 crore due to an
increase in the cost of raw
materials. 

Total income rose to ₹272
crore from ₹260 crore.

Expansion cost to be met through internal accruals: CEO

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Ramco Cements to raise
capacity of grinding units

After the expansion, the
capacity is set to increase to
7.1 million tonnes. 

Tata Global Beverages has
decided to restructure its
loss-making Russian busi-
ness unit, OOO Tea Trade
LLC, by granting a 5-year
operational responsibility to
two Russian firms, Skodnya
Grand and Coffee Pack.

The decision was taken
after a “strategic review”
with its co-shareholder
European Bank of Recon-
struction and Development,
according to a BSE filing.

According to the agree-
ment signed with the Rus-
sian companies, Tata Global
will “transfer the ownership
and operational responsibil-
ity of the Russian business

unit and grant post comple-
tion of the transaction a five-
year renewable agreement
for all its Russian brands to
OCC Tea Trade LLC.”

Transfer of assets 
Tata Global’s unit “will re-
ceive a consideration for
transferring the assets and
operating liabilities and a li-
cence fee for the use of the
brand,” according to the fil-
ing. Company officials were
not available for comment.
The Russian business gener-
ated sales of ₹266 crore in
the fiscal year ended March
2017 and a loss after tax of
₹29 crore. Tata Global
brands include Tata Tea,
Tetley and Good Earth Teas.

Tata Global rejigs
Russian business unit

Move after review with co-shareholder

Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

Titan Company’s net profit
for the first quarter rose
96.84% to ₹237.97 crore,
driven by its jewellery busi-
ness. The jewellery divi-
sion posted a 55% increase
in income for the quarter
compared to the same
period a year ago, accord-
ing to a filing. 

The jewellery business
contributed ₹3,352 crore to
its overall revenue of
₹4,049.5 crore..

Festive sales, a gold ex-
change programme and
“advancement of sales in
June 2017 in anticipation of
higher GST rates” led to
higher revenue from jew-
ellery, said Bhaskar Bhat,
managing director.

Titan’s Q1 
net pro�t
rises 96.84%
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU

Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Ltd reported 8% growth in
its first quarter net profits to
₹136.4 crore even as the net
sales fell 3% to ₹1,109.9 crore
largely due to de-stocking in
trade channel ahead of
Goods and Services Tax
implementation.

Colgate's volume declined
5% during the quarter even
as the company continues to
maintain its leadership posi-
tion in toothpaste and tooth-
brush categories, with

volume market shares at
54.3% and 45.0% respect-
ively. 

Mr. Issam Bachaalani,
managing director at Col-
gate-Palmolive (India) Ltd,
said, “In the run up to the
implementation of GST, we
did expect many challenges
including an impact on trade
pipeline inventory. 

Colgate has been long
preparing for this and in an-
ticipation took necessary
steps to minimise business
disruption. We are pleased
to inform that the required

changeover in our systems
and processes has been
smoothly accomplished.
Despite the transition chal-
lenges leading to softness in
sales, we are pleased to re-
port an 8% increase in
profits, margin expansion of
50 bps and EBITDA by 150
bps."

"GST has enabled us to
pass on the benefits to our
consumers leading to a re-
duction in MRP by 8 to 9%
for our key categories of
toothpastes and tooth-
brushes,” he said.

GST helps �rm to pass on price cut to consumers

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Colgate Q1 net pro�t rises 8% 
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SPORT

Andre de Grasse to 
miss Worlds
LONDON

Canadian sprinter Andre de

Grasse suffered a torn

hamstring in training and will

not compete at the IAAF

World Championships in

London, Athletics Canada has

announced. The 22-year-old,

who took silver in the 200m

and bronze in the 100 at last

year’s Rio Olympics, was

expected to challenge Usain

Bolt for gold in the meet

beginning on Friday. AFP

IN BRIEF

Harikrishna finishes third,
Yifan wins
BIEL

P. Harikrishna, who lost to

Etienne Bacrot in the ninth

and final round, finished third

with 5.5 points as the 50th

Biel Chess Festival came to a

close on Wednesday. China’s

former women’s world

champion Hou Yifan won with

6.5 points, ahead of the

Frenchman Bacrot.

There is a synergy between
Cheteshwar Pujara and the
Sinhalese Sports Club. He
feels at ease in this venue,
akin to his home ground in
Rajkot. 

The middle-order bats-
man also shares a few attrib-
utes with Ajinkya Rahane.
Both are self-effacing, have a
quiet hunger for runs and

they are not yet the poster-
boys for endorsements, be it
fast cars or fizzy drinks.

In the 2015 Test here, Pu-
jara scored an unbeaten 145
to set the base for an Indian
triumph. Nearly two years
later, he was at it again with
another hundred (128 bat-
ting, 225b, 10x4, 1x6) leaving
Virat Kohli’s men in a domin-
ant state against Sri Lanka on
Thursday. 

Pujara found an excellent
ally in fellow-centurion Ra-
hane (103 batting, 168b,
12x4). They added 211 runs in
an unfinished fourth-wicket
partnership and helped In-
dia score 344 for three in its
first innings at close on the

opening day of the second
Test. 

Unsettling the spinners

Decisive in his foot-work and
adept at unsettling the spin-
ners, be it striding forward
or rocking back, Pujara
scrambled the trajectory of
the slow bowlers. It was a
method that Rahane too
used to good effect.

Much before Pujara and
Rahane bruised the host at-
tack, an approach that was
more feather-touch than the
sledge-hammer, Kohli won
the toss and opted to bat.

Confirming its expectation of
a slow pitch, Sri Lanka
stepped in with just one
seamer Nuwan Pradeep who
opened the bowling with left-
arm spinner Rangana
Herath. 

Opener Shikhar Dhawan
kept both bowlers inter-
ested, edging through the
slips. After those nervous
bouts, the southpaw dished
out a cameo and watched fel-
low-opener K.L. Rahul sur-
vive an lbw appeal on 19,
thanks to a successful review. 

Back after a four-month
break due to fitness issues,

Rahul (57) square-drove and
flicked Herath and Pradeep
respectively but his 56-run
first-wicket partnership with
Dhawan ended when the lat-
ter fell on the sweep to off-
spinner Dilruwan Perera.

At 10.50 a.m., Pujara, ap-
pearing in his 50th Test, cast
a sideways glance at the sun
and entered. He endured an
anxious moment as he edged
Perera but the ball raced past
Angelo Mathews at first slip. 

Rahul then offered a rude
welcome to Malinda Push-
pakumara, lofting and
pulling the debutant left-arm

spinner. Pushpakumara’s
maiden Test was also his
100th first-class game but he
neither found respect nor
respite. Rahul got to his sixth
consecutive fifty in Tests,
and India had an appetising
lunch score of 101 for one.

In the afternoon, India
suffered a testing phase but it
was transitory like the dark
clouds which wafted across
the sky at 2.11 p.m. Rahul cut
Herath, set off for a single
and got run-out as a hesitant
Pujara back-pedalled. 

Next-man Kohli threaded
immaculate fours, then tried

to cut Herath to a ball that
offered no width and Math-
ews took a fine catch at slip.

Tipping point

India was at its tipping point
— 133 for three, but alarms
were quelled as Pujara and
Rahane built a fine path.
They found their starters in
fours off Perera, and Pujara
eased past 4000 Test runs.
Except once when on 41, he
edged Perera past slip, Pu-
jara’s was a sedate presence.
His calmness found a mirror-
image in Rahane. 

The duo displayed its bat-
ting repertoire on either side
of the pitch. Pujara pulled
Pushpakumara for six, cut

Herath with precision and
Rahane danced down and
lofted Perera. At tea, India
had made 238 for three in 58
overs and the last session
augmented that total. 

When Pujara got to his
13th Test hundred, he and
Rahane punched the air as
they ran between the wick-
ets. Their shared joy was
spontaneous and once the
new ball was taken after 80
overs, Rahane reached his
ninth Test hundred. Coming
as it did after a barren spell
of 17 innings, Rahane’s relief
was palpable. He kept staring
at the skies, thanking his
gods and everything was fine
in India’s batting paradise. 

Pujara powers on, Rahane �nds his ton-touch
Their un�nished fourth-wicket stand yields 211 runs as India �nishes day one on 344 for three 

Going on and on: Cheteshwar Pujara was rock-solid yet again as he tamed the Sri Lankan bowling en route to his 128 not out 
on the �rst day. * REUTERS

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Colombo

Viswanathan Anand settled
for a 30-move draw with
Hikaru Nakamura in the
opening round of the
$300,000 Sinquefield Cup
chess tournament here on
Wednesday.

Frenchman Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave stunned
World No. 2 Wesley So in
43 moves, while Levon
Aronian and Sergey Kar-
jakin posted impressive
victories. The clash
between Magnus Carslen
and Fabiano Caruana
ended in a 43-move draw. 
The results: First round:
Viswanathan Anand drew
with Hikaru Nakamura (USA);
Levon Aronian (Arm) bt Ian
Nepomniachtchi (Rus);
Sergey Karjakin (Rus) bt Peter
Svidler (Rus); Maxime Vach-
ier-Lagrave (Fra) bt Wesley So
(USA); Fabiano Caruana (USA)
drew with Magnus Carslen
(Nor).

Anand starts
with a draw
Sports Bureau

ST. LOUIS

The Indian pairs (Saurav
Ghosal-Dipika Pallikal and
Vikram Malhotra-Joshna
Chinappa) topped their
groups and moved into the
quarterfinals of mixed
doubles in the WSF-World
doubles squash champion-
ship on Thursday.

Second seeds Ghosal
and Dipika defeated the
Welsh pair of Peter Creed
and Tesny Evans in their fi-
nal match in Group B.

The results: 

Men: Group A: Adnan & Yuen
(Mal) bt Vikram Malhotra &
Mahesh Mangaonkar 11-8, 10-
11, 11-8.

Mixed doubles: Group B:
Saurav Ghosal & Dipika Pal-
likal bt Dylan Bennett & Milou
van der Heijden (Ned) 11-4,
11-4; bt Shawn Delierre &
Samantha Cornett (Can) 11-5,
11-5; bt Peter Creed & Tesny
Evans (Wal) 11-8, 11-6. 

Group C: Vikram Malhotra &
Joshna Chinappa bt Andres
Herrera & Catalina Pelaez
(Col) 11-7, 11-4; bt Cameron
Pilley & Donna Urquhart (Aus)
7-11, 11-7, 11-7.

Indian
mixed pairs
enter
quarter�nals
Sports Bureau

MANCHESTER

INDIA IN LANKA

Sri Lanka vs India: 2nd Test:
Sony Six, Sony Six HD, Sony
TEN 3 & Sony TEN 3 HD, 10
a.m.
England vs South Africa:
4th Test: SS Select 1 & Select
1 HD, 3.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

Rohit Sharma will make a
lightning visit to Mumbai
for a regular medical ex-
amination. 

According to a BCCI
press release, “Rohit will
undergo a scheduled med-

ical check-up, as a follow-
up, after his recent
surgery.”

Rohit, who had surgery
on his thigh last year, will
fly to Mumbai on
Thursday night and return
to Colombo on Friday.

Rohit’s �ying visit
Special Correspondent

Colombo

Ever since K.L. Rahul’s debut
in Melbourne in 2014, India
has played 27 Tests, includ-
ing the one at Galle, but the
opener has only played 17 in
a nascent career glittering
with runs but marred by in-
juries. 

Having made another
solid comeback, Rahul
looked set for a bigger score
till a run out stopped him at
57 here in the second Test at
the SSC Ground. 

Cheerily saying a ‘long-
time no-see’ to some cricket
writers, Rahul sat down and
addressed the media on
Thursday. He spoke frankly
about the dreary days of re-
covery and the sheer joy of
playing a Test. Excerpts:
A 57 and its import: It’s
been a long time I have been
away from the game at such
a young age. How do you
keep yourself positive and
motivated to come back as
soon as you can? That was
the biggest challenge but the
minute I walked out into the

middle, I was very happy. I
am even more happy that I
could start with a fifty and
make some contribution to
the team.
Recovery and return: More
than playing for a long time,
I have been in and out of the
team because of injuries. It’s
never easy and it takes you a
couple of games to get back
into your groove as an open-
ing batsman, understand
where your off-stump is, to
understand what pace you
have to play at. There are
doubts. But, yeah, I have en-

joyed the challenge. Each
time I have come back, I
have come back stronger. 
Six fifties in a row: I have
never chased numbers. My
job as an opening batsman is
to give the team a good start
and I have done that. Disap-
pointing that I have not been
able to convert the starts but
that will keep me more
hungry. Each time I bat, I
will want to get more and
more runs. 
The angst over his run out:
I wasn’t upset with him
(Cheteshwar Pujara). Run
outs happen. It could have
been him who got run out
and it could have been my
mistake. I wasn’t disappoin-
ted about that. I was disap-
pointed because I have been
away from the game so long
and I didn’t want to get out
at all. 
The pitch: The pitch was on
the slower side and I think it
will take turn as the days go.
The more the footmarks, the
more turn and purchase R.
Ashwin and (Ravindra)
Jadeja can get. 

Special Correspondent

Colombo

Ajinkya Rahane. * AP

I didn’t want to get out at all: Rahul
Sri Lanka’s interim coach
Nic Pothas felt that the host
attack did not bowl well on
the first day of the second
Test. 

“We were a fraction short.
The wicket is very slow and
once the ball becomes soft,
you don’t have many
weapons. We know

(Cheteshwar) Pujara scores
on the leg-side. We were
guilty of bowling to his
strengths,” Pothas told the
media here on Thursday.

Elaborating further,
Pothas said: “(Ajinkya) Ra-
hane played well. We just re-
leased the pressure a little
bit. That was the turning
point. India got the mo-
mentum back. This is day

We were a fraction short: Pothas
Special Correspondent

Colombo

one and it’s Test match
cricket. It’s about how you
bounce back.”

Asked about Nuwan Pra-
deep, who could not com-
plete his 18th over, Pothas
replied: “The physio said
that Pradeep is having a bit
of muscle tightness. He is
in treatment now. We will
get a proper assessment in
the morning.” 

Players will take an eight-day
match-fee hit with 28 Ranji
Trophy teams to be drawn
into four groups from 2017-
18. Until the 2015-16 season,
nine teams were drawn into
three groups (A, B and C)
and in 2016-17, Chhattisgarh,
promoted as a BCCI full
member, was placed in
Group C. 

Quality players got picked

for eight league games (32
match days) and in Group C,
nine matches (36 days). 

On Tuesday, the BCCI’s
Technical Committee de-
cided to draw the 28 teams
in four groups, straightaway
reducing the number of
matches from eight to six in
the four groups.

Under the present pay-
ment scale, each player tak-
ing part in a senior tourna-
ment of the BCCI, receives

₹10,000 as a single match-
day fee, which means a
₹40,000 for the four-day
league match and ₹50,000
for the five-day knock-out
match. 

The balance is paid after
the BCCI’s audited accounts
are adopted at the Annual
General Meeting in the last
week of September.

An eight-day drop could
mean a significant loss of
around ₹2 lakh per player. 

Fewer Ranji games will mean fee cut

G. Viswanath

Mumbai

Four groups, six league matches each team from this season

Former India captain Sardar
Singh followed in the foot-
steps of legendary Dhanraj
Pillay to become only the
second hockey player to be
recommended for the Rajiv
Gandhi Khel Ratna award
even as javelin thrower De-
vendra Jhajharia created his-
tory of his own, becoming
the first paralympian to be
considered for the honour
by the selection committee
here on Thursday.

Jhajharia was the first
choice for the committee
while Sardar was picked as
its second recommendation
after the members decided
his achievements merited se-
lection. 

Bothered by off field is-
sues for a while now and re-
duced efficacy on it, Sardar
admitted the recommenda-
tion was a motivating and
healing touch. “Whatever
has happened recently, this
award will push me further
in my desire to improve my
game and do even better,”
Sardar told The Hindu.

“It is the highest sporting
honour in the country, it def-
initely ranks up there with
the best. But there is no way
it means I am at the end of
my career. In fact, there are
still tournaments to win and

take Indian hockey higher.
There is the Asian Games
title to defend, the Asia Cup
coming up this year and then
the World Cup. A long way to
go still,” he said.

Increased responsibility
Jhajharia admitted that such
awards only increased a
sportsman’s responsibility.
“My first Olympic gold was in
2004, that too with a world
record, but the rules were
different then. It’s come per-
haps 12 years late but I am
glad that the ministry has fi-
nally started treating Para-
lympians at par with the rest.
Being the first is an honour
but also a responsibility to
not just keep getting better
but also open up avenues for
the youngsters,” Jhajharia
said from his training base in
Jaipur.

The 36-year old Padma
Shri awardee won gold at the
2013 World Championships
before setting a new record
on way to glory at the Rio
Games in the F46 category.
The one player to miss out
was women’s cricket team
captain Mithali Raj, whose
name was discussed before
being left out for missing the
deadline for nominations.

17 athletes have been re-
commended for the Arjuna
Award.

UTHRA GANESAN

NEW DELHI

Jhajharia, Sardar named for Khel Ratna

The Board of Control for

Cricket in India’s (BCCI)

claim that it had passed a

unanimous resolution on

the implementation of the

Supreme Court order at its

last Special General

Meeting (SGM) held in

Delhi on July 26 has raised

questions among a few

affiliated units, notably

those which had announced

their consent to implement

the reforms. At the end of

the SGM which reiterated

its reservation against five

major issues, the Board’s

acting-secretary Amitabh

Choudhary had

emphatically described the

resolution as ‘unanimous’.

Among BCCI’s affiliated

units which had claimed

they had enforced the

Supreme Court directives

were Vidarbha, Tripura and

Hyderabad, even though

the last-named may be

locked in a technical issue

on the subject.

Tripura was absent at the

SGM, while officials from

Punjab and Orissa were

disallowed since they were

not represented by office-

bearers as mandated by the

Supreme Court.

“How come these units

and Delhi (which was

represented by a High

Court-appointed

Administrator) were party

to a resolution which did

not implement the

Supreme Court ruling in

toto?” a veteran Board

official asked. 

According to a Board

official, Justice (Retd.)

Vikramjit Sen of DDCA had

expressed his dissent with

respect to the incomplete

implementation of the

reforms. He has insisted

that his dissent be recorded

in the minutes of the

meeting, proving the BCCI’s

claim that the resolution

was passed unanimously is

inaccurate.

Sen has been engaged in

the exercise to cleanse the

DDCA, having circulated

the new Constitution for

the members’ approval.

At the SGM, the BCCI

members had decided to

oppose contentious issues

like age, tenure, cooling-off

period, and size of the

selection committee,

among others. 

Was BCCI’s claim
‘unanimous’?
Vijay Lokapally

NEW DELHI

Australia’s bruising and
protracted cricket pay dis-
pute was finally resolved
on Thursday with players
and management agreeing
on a new “in-principle”
deal, ensuring upcoming
series against Bangladesh,
India and England can go
ahead.

“Today’s agreement is
the result of sensible com-
promises by both parties,”
said Cricket Australia chief
James Sutherland. 

Australia 
pay war ends
Agence France-Presse

Melbourne

Captain Manish Pandey’s
unbeaten 93 (85b, 5x4,
2x6) trumped South Africa-
A wicketkeeper Heinrich
Klaasen’s 108-ball 127 as In-
dia-A managed a one-
wicket win in a tri-series
match here on Thursday.
The scores: South Africa 266
in 48.2 overs (Heinrich
Klaasen 127, Willem Mulder
66,Shradul Thakur four for
35, Siddarth Kaul three for 41)
lost to India A 267 for nine in
49.4 overs (Sanju Samson 68,
Manish Pandey 93 n.o. Krunal
Pandey 25, Junior Dala three
for 56, Tabraiz Shamsi three
for 55).

Manish stars
for India-A 

Manish Pandey * FILE PHOTO:

AKHILESH KUMAR

Agencies

Pretoria
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12076 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Talking of the impermanence of the human body, Saint Val-
lalar, in his Deiva Mani Maalai, compares it to a rainbow,
said M.A.Manickavelu in a discourse. 

Human life lasts for a short time, like a rainbow. Ku-
maraguruparar, in his Neetineri Vilakkam, says that youth is
like water bubbles. You see them one minute and they are
gone the next. So does youth end, yielding place to middle
age and then old age, and finally sickness and death. As
flood waters wash away everything in their path, so is
wealth lost. This body of ours is akin to letters written on
water. Do such letters last? In the same way, our body also
perishes. “That being the case, why do you waste time? Go
and worship the Lord,” says Kumaraguruparar.

The habit of studying philosophy must be inculcated in
youth. What one has no taste for when one is young is not
going to become palatable when one gets old. Young men
and women would do well to think of what old age brings
with it. Naaladiyaar says that in old age, we find it difficult to
walk and need the aid of a stick. We lose our teeth. We be-
come a burden to our families. We cannot go out without
help. At that stage of life, he who has fallen into the trap of
worldly desires will not get liberation, says Naaladiyaar.

The Tamil work Yelaadi says that youth lasts for a brief
period and disease and old age will soon be upon us. We
must at least spend the remaining days of our life doing the
right things. 

When Marulneekkiyaar suffered from an incurable stom-
ach ailment, his sister Thilakavatiar applied sacred ash on
his forehead and he was cured. He came to be known as Ap-
par. Appar lamented the fact that in his youth he was
without a proper goal. 

Thus acquiring spiritual knowledge at a young age is
necessary.

FAITH

Spiritual knowledge4 Alongside one in a French port

(7)

5 Innovative bands spray gas to

provide protection from

enemy �ring! (8)

6 Go with damaged scooter

lacking wheel (6)

7 A student falls into Knights’

oven (4)

14 Little John, for example,

shows this usage of hard

metal with a bit of yellowness

(5)

16 Encourage revolutionary

queen (5)

18 He radios wildly for

Zimbabwe, perhaps (8)

20 Large cat’s consumed setter.

Help! (8)

21 Noticing sixth sense of last of

32 in Germany (7)

23 Floating steamer dispenses

tea to chiefs (6)

25 Revolutionary Croat's left

crematorium destroyed and

shut up (6)

27 French go back to amphibian

creature (4)

29 Go underwater and pass away

around 5 (4)

13 Hurricanes, for example,

destroy tiger-�sh with iodine

de�ciency (8)

15 A non-drinker's

acknowledgement of assault

(6)

17 HE may be dropped from the

air by them (7)

19 Book Alps resort and model

with some excitement before

end of October (7)

22 Don may design machine to

make electricity (6)

24 Eject saliva and shoot aircraft

(8)

26 Female (fair) in cathedral town

with femininity (8)

28 Mummy's woman's sickness

(6)

30 Number of characters printed

in this ---> (4)

31 Ring near Magpie Hotel has

emergency room (5)

32 Vehicle returns with Yankee

marine force (4)

■ DOWN

1 Barge snake has tadpoles

initially (4)

2 Chambermaids, after dropping

cards, go around society lady

in India (8)

3 Chase's super composition

about university (6)

(set by Incognito)

■ ACROSS

8 Spot spy (4)

9 Ella leaves brolly in dark

shadow (5)

10 Silence! I start to ply vessel (4)

11 School seats adjusted for

periods of inactivity (6)

12 Depot/inn building terminus

(3,5)
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Sharapova withdraws
with arm injury
SAN FRANCISCO 

Five-time Grand Slam

champion Maria Sharapova

withdrew from the WTA Bank

of the West Classic just

before her scheduled second-

round match on Wednesday

with a left arm injury,

tournament officials

announced. “We're sad to

announce that

@mariasharapova has

withdrawn after doctor's

advice regarding her left

arm,” a post on the

tournament's Twitter feed

said. Sharapova played her

first US match in more than

two years on Monday,

defeating American Jennifer

Brady 6-1, 4-6, 6-0 in the

opening-round in Stanford.
AFP

IN BRIEF

Anwesh clinches
National rapid chess title
KOLKATA 

IM Anwesh Upadhyay, with

nine points, clinched the

National rapid chess title at

the Bhawanipore Education

Society College here on

Thursday. Anwesh, who

studies in Ukraine, came to

India specifically to

participate in the event.
Final placings (top-10): 1.
Anwesh Upadhyaya (Odi) 9,
2. P. Saravana Krishnan (TN)
8.5, 3. R.R. Laxman (Rly) 8.5,
4. Neelotpal Das (PSPB) 8.5,
5. Sriram Jha (LIC) 8.5, 6.
Deep Sengupta (PSPB) 8.5, 7.
Koustav Chatterjee (WB) 8, 8.
K. Ratnakaran (Rly) 8, 9. K.
Dinesh Sharma (LIC) 8, and
10. P. Shyam Nikhil 8.

Five boxers assured of
medals at Asian Juniors 
NEW DELHI 

Five Indian boxers advanced

to the semifinals and assured

themselves of medals at the

Asian Junior Championships

in Puerto Princesa,

Philippines. Bhavesh

Kattimani (52kg), Aman

Sherawat (70kg), Vinit Dahiya

(75kg), Akshay Siwach (60kg)

and Siddharth Malik (48kg)

won their respective bouts to

enter the medal rounds. PTI 

McIlroy parts ways with
long-time caddie
LOS ANGELES

A slumping Rory McIlroy

regrets having to part ways

with long-time caddie J.P.

Fitzgerald but says it was the

best option as he fights to

revive his struggling golf

game. “I still consider J.P. one

of my best friends, one of my

closest friends, but

sometimes to preserve a

personal relationship, you

might have to sacrifice a

professional one and that

was sort of the decision that I

came to in the end,” said

McIlroy. AFP

BENGALURU: Apache Sunrise
(Srinath up) won the Bangalore
Summer Million, the feature event
of the races held here on
Thursday (August 3). The winner
is owned by Mr. Manjunath B.S,
Poonawalla Racing & Breed Ltd
rep by. Mr. Zavary S. Poonawalla &
Villoo Poonawalla Racing & Breed
Pvt Ltd rep by. Mr. Adar C. Poon-
awalla and trained by Neil
Darashah.

1 AZHAR PLATE (1,600m), rated
00 to 20: AFTER HOURS

(Srinath) 1, Granada (T.S. Jodha) 2,
Magnificent Mary (P.P. Dhebe) 3
and One To Note (A. Vishwanath)
4. 1-3/4, 1-1/2 and 1-1/4. 1m, 40.99s.
₹26 (w), 15 and 20 (p), SHP: 36,
THP: 48, FP: 98, Q: 41, Trinella:
162 and 118, Exacta: 338 and 134.
Favourite: After Hours. Owner:
Mr. Kersi H. Vachha. Trainer:
Darius.

2 GALILEE PLATE (1,200m),
rated 15 to 35: BLACK SWAN

(Dhanu Singh) 1, Mulholland (R.
Marshall) 2, Top Brass (T.S. Jodha)
3 and Reczai (Ramesh Kumar) 4.
3, 1 and 4. 1m, 13.37s. ₹27 (w), 12,
20 and 12 (p), SHP: 59, THP: 54,
FP: 294, Q: 152, Trinella: 343 and
86, Exacta: 8,229 and 7,759. Fa-
vourite: Top Brass. Owner: Mr.
Kumud Sharma. Trainer: Magan
Singh.

3 COMMANCHE TROPHY

(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms): SEDULOUS (Dhanu Singh)

1, Athena (P. Trevor) 2, Alberetta
(Neeraj) 3 and Turf Magic (A.
Sandesh) 4. 2, 1-1/4 and 3/4. 1m,
25.29s. ₹113 (w), 18, 11 and 12 (p),
SHP: 29, THP: 54, FP: 166, Q: 107,
Trinella: 644 and 175, Exacta: 2,121
and 1,363. Favourite: Athena.
Owners: Mr. Clinton Miller & Mr.
Sujay Chandrahas. Trainer: Neil B.
Devaney.

4 BANGALORE SUMMER MIL-

LION (1,600m), 3-y-o, (Terms):
APACHE SUNRISE (Srinath) 1, Ro-
mantic Star (A. Sandesh) 2, Cold
Frontier (P. Trevor) 3 and Gand-
harva (A. Vishwanath) 4. 2, 2-1/2
and 2-3/4. 1m, 38.15s. ₹41 (w), 14
and 10 (p), SHP: 47, THP: 19, FP:
54, Q: 21, Trinella: 119 and 85, Ex-
acta: 344 and 216. Favourite: Ro-
mantic Star. Owners: Mr. Man-
junath B.S, Poonawalla Racing &
Breed Ltd rep by. Mr. Zavary S.
Poonawalla & Villoo Poonawalla
Racing & Breed Pvt Ltd rep by. Mr.
Adar C. Poonawalla. Trainer: Neil
Darashah.

5 TIPPU SULTAN CUP (1,400m),
rated 60 & above: RAFA (P. Tre-

vor) 1, Champagne (A. Sandesh) 2,
Baracchus (Srinath) 3 and Sea
Fairey (S. Shareef ) 4. 3-1/4, 3/4 and
1-1/4. 1m, 24.63s. ₹34 (w), 13, 13
and 23 (p), SHP: 38, THP: 46, FP:
132, Q: 46, Trinella: 286 and 177,
Exacta: 3,328 and 2,218. Favour-
ite: Champagne. Owner: Mr.
Aditya P. Thackersey. Trainer: S.
Dominic.

6 CAPRICORN STUD PLATE

(1,600m), rated 30 to 50:
KAMBAKU (S. John) 1, Dr Logan
(Neeraj) 2, Pinyada (A. Sandesh)
3 and Ultimate Magic (Srinath)
4. 1, Nk and 3. 1m, 38.49s. ₹30
(w), 11, 14 and 13 (p), SHP: 37,
THP: 50, FP: 118, Q: 39, Trinella:
168 and 82, Exacta: 350 and
208. Favourite: Pinyada.
Owner: Rajagiri Rubber & Pro-
duce Co. Ltd rep by. Mr. Dilip
Thomas. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

7 YERAVADA STUD PLATE

(1,400m), rated 30 to 50, 4-
y-o & over: INTO THE SPOT-

LIGHT (Srinath) 1, Vice Admiral
(A. Sandesh) 2, Raw Gold (T.S.
Jodha) 3 and Super Smart
(Neeraj) 4. 3, 3/4 and Lnk. 1m,
25.52s. ₹60 (w), 22, 12 and 52
(p), SHP: 32, THP: 90, FP: 167,
Q: 77, Trinella: 2,852 and 1,385,
Exacta: 47,346 and 13,527. Fa-
vourite: Vice Admiral. Owners:
Poonawalla Racing & Breed Ltd
rep by. Mr. Zavary S. Poon-
awalla and Mrs. Behroze Z.
Poonawalla, Byramjee Jeejeeb-
hoy Pvt Ltd. Rep by. Mr. Byram
N. Jeejeebhoy & Capt Jamshed J.
Appoo. Trainer: S.
Padmanabhan.

Jackpot: ₹28,228 (22 tkts); Run-
ner-up: ₹2,420 (110 tkts); Treble
(i): ₹1,901 (nine tkts); (ii): ₹492
(98 tkts).

Apache Sunrise wins feature 

BENGALURU: Serjeant At Arms,
who is in pink of condition, may
score an encore in the Karnataka
Mile Championship Cup
(1,600m), the chief event of the
races to be held here on Friday
(Aug. 4).
False rails (width about 6m from
1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position.

1 ADRIAN PLATE (1,600m), rated
15 to 35, 4-y-o & over, 2-30 pm:

1. James Bond (1) D. Patel 60, 2.
Wings Of Fortune (6) Kiran Rai
59.5, 3. Indian Legend (5) Rayan
Ahmed 58.5, 4. Freestyle (4)
Neeraj 57.5, 5. Midnight Sky (10)
M. Prabhakaran 57, 6. Intrepid
Warrior (7) Dhanu Singh 56.5, 7.
Find (9) S. John 56, 8. Fiorenzo (2)
Anjar Alam 56, 9. Saffron Intense
(8) K. Raghu 54.5, 10. Buckpasser
Junior (11) Vinod Shinde 54 and 11.
Active Grey (3) R. Anand 53.5.
1. FREESTYLE, 

2. FIND,

3. INTREPID WARRIOR

2 V. VENUGOPAL NAIDU ME-

MORIAL TROPHY (1,200m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms), 3-00:
1. Eye Sign (1) P.P. Dhebe 56, 2.
Highland Wind (9) P. Trevor 56, 3.
Hunters Moon (12) R. Marshall 56,
4. Shining Star (2) A. Vishwanath

zon (10) S. Imran 53.5, 10. Candice
(7) Rayan Ahmed 53, 11. Ex-
tremelydangerous (2) P.P. Dhebe
52.5 and 12. White Snowdrops (6)
Irvan Singh 51.5.

1. PRINCE AZEEM, 

2. CANDICE, 

3. INDIAN BRAHMOS

7 SHA TIN PLATE (1,200m),
rated 00 to 20, 4-y-o & over, 5-

30: 1. Espresso (4) P.P. Dhebe 60,
2. Love For Life (11) P. Trevor 60,
3. Precious Moments (2) Raja Rao
60, 4. Roaring Thunder (9) D. Pa-
tel 59.5, 5. Scenic Park (3) Ashok
Kumar 59, 6. Feet On Fire (7) Md.
Asif Khan 58, 7. Anmol Hira (6) P.
Mani 57, 8. Skybound (8)
Jagadeesh 56, 9. Incitatus (1)
Dhanu Singh 54.5, 10. Red Ad-
miral (10) Nazerul Alam 52.5, 11.
Bold Runner (5) T.S. Jodha 52 and
12. Tic Tac Toe (12) Rayan Ahmed
51.5.

1. LOVE FOR LIFE, 

2. TIC TAC TOE, 3. SKYBOUND

Day’s best: SERJEANT AT ARMS

Double: MULTIPLE - QUEEN

CREDIBLE

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and
4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7.

3. Ace Bucephalus (1) Irvan Singh
52, 4. Booker Jones (4) P. Trevor
52 and 5. Aster Rose (3) Neeraj 51.
1. SERJEANT AT ARMS,

2. ASTER ROSE

5 K.N. CHENNABASAPPA ME-

MORIAL CUP (1,200m), rated
45 to 65, 4-30: 1 Ace Badraan (1)
Nazerul Alam 60, 2. Pearl City (5)
P.P. Dhebe 59, 3. Zafran (6) P. Tre-
vor 59, 4. Summer Dawn (11) Afsar
Khan 57, 5. Fabulous Touch (3) A.
Sandesh 56, 6. Amazing Redd (9)
Rayan Ahmed 55.5, 7. Top Striker
(4) A. Vishwanath 55.5, 8. Mariko
(2) Darshan 54.5, 9. Splendid
Splasher (7) Vinod Shinde 54, 10.
Dagobert (12) Ranjeet Singh 53, 11.
Expert (10) Irvan Singh 53 and 12.
Queen Credible (8) Neeraj 52.
1. QUEEN CREDIBLE, 

2. PEARL CITY, 

3. FABULOUS TOUCH

6 TREASURE GIRL PLATE

(1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5-y-o
& over, 5-00: 1. Desert Gilt (4)
Nazerul Alam 60, 2. Stanley (11)
Syed Imran 60, 3. Indian Brahmos
(12) Dhanu Singh 59, 4. Cherie
Amour (3) B, Harish 59.5, 5. Arziki
(8) Jagadeesh 57, 6. Croziet (1) R.
Pradeep 56.5, 7. Prince Azeem (9)
T.S. Jodha 56.5, 8. Flame’s Fury
(5) Kiran Rai 54.5, 9. Perfect Hori-

56, 5. South Bell (11) M. Naveen
56, 6. Corybantic (8) T.S. Jodha
54.5, 7. Donna Rossa (3) Neeraj
54.5, 8. Indian Rocket (10) Dhanu
Singh 54.5, 9. Panama (6) S. John
54.5, 10. Piper Regina (4) Irvan
Singh 54.5, 11. Rhapsodyein
Queen (5) Janardhan P 54.5 and
12. Smile Of Courage (7) Rayan
Ahmed 54.5.
1. PANAMA, 2. EYE SIGN, 

3. DONNA ROSSA

3 LT. COL. GAUNT MEMORIAL

CUP (1,200m), rated 30 to 50,
3-30: 1. Tamara (1) Rayan Ahmed
60, 2. Fair Warning (3) S. John
59.5, 3. Rum Runner (11) P. Trevor
57, 4. Louisiana (2) P.P. Dhebe
56.5, 5. Dont Dilly Dally (9) A.
Sandesh 55.5, 6. Miniver Rose (6)
Dhanu Singh 55.5, 7. Mint (7) Ir-
van Singh 55.5, 8. Birchwood (4)
A. Ramu 55, 9. Multiple (5) Neeraj
54.5, 10. I Smile (8) S. Shareef 54
and 11. Dont Trust Anyone (10)
Kiran Rai 52.5.
1. MULTIPLE, 

2. DONT DILLY DALLY, 

3. RUM RUNNER

4 KARNATAKA MILE CHAMPION-

SHIP CUP (1,600m), 4-y-o &
over, (Terms), 4-00: 1. Serjeant At
Arms (2) A. Sandesh 60.5, 2.
Mickey Mouse (5) P.P. Dhebe 53,

Serjeant At Arms may score an encore 
in Karnataka Mile Championship Cup 

RACING

SPORT

For Akhil Kumar and his
long-time friend Jitender Ku-
mar, nine-year-old memories
of a joyous reception at the
I.G.I. Airport in Delhi follow-
ing their fine showing in the
Beijing Olympics are still
fresh.

Both reached the
Olympics quarterfinals and
Vijender Singh went one step
ahead to claim a historic
bronze medal as millions of
sports-lovers got attracted to-
wards boxing. It also in-
spired other pugilists to as-
pire for bigger goals.

These three Haryana
cops, who were last seen in
action in an event in the
2009 World championships
in Milan (where Vijender be-
came the first Indian male
boxer to land a Worlds
medal), have come together
again to fight as profession-
als in Mumbai on Saturday.

Vijender has already
made a start, while Akhil and
Jitender are ready to make
their debut.

Will the trio be able to

provide the sport a fillip on a
different platform?

“What happened in 2008
was because of our efforts
and the media’s generous
publicity. The face of pro
boxing has also changed
with the International Box-

ing Association (AIBA) relax-
ing rules. 

“The event in Mumbai is a
big one. Hope it takes profes-
sional boxing forward in our
country,” said 36-year-old
Akhil, a World Cup bronze
medallist and a Common-

wealth Games gold
medallist.

“All boxers are not going
to win medals at the highest
stage. If professional boxing
is doing well, then they get
another outlet,” argues
Akhil.

Jitender, who last donned
the gloves in the World
Series of Boxing (WSB) in
2011, hopes that professional
boxing gets a boost in India. 

“After the Beijing
Olympics, boxing became
popular and we got what we
desired for. Amateur boxing
in India became a formid-
able force.

“It was not easy for me to
get back to training after so
many years. 

“But I did that with a pos-
itive attitude and would be
happy if I contribute in pop-
ularising professional box-
ing,” said 29-year-old
Jitender.

Vijender has his own way
of looking at it. “Boxing is
not a team sport. It is about
the boxer who is in the ring.
It is about you. If you prove
yourself, then people love
you. If you do well, the sport
gets popular,” said the 31-
year-old, who has remained
unbeaten in his eight profes-
sional fights so far.

For ardent boxing fans,
the occasion will be nothing
short of a treat.

Following in Vijender’s footsteps 
Akhil and Jitender are ready to make their professional debut

Back again: Akhil and Jitender, left, who were last seen in action at an event in the 2009 World
championships in Milan, will �ght as professionals in Mumbai on Saturday. * FILE PHOTO: PTI

Y.B. Sarangi

KOLKATA

Saurabh Chaudhary contin-
ued to exercise supremacy
in men’s air pistol as he won
by 0.1 point ahead of
Shahzar Rizvi in the third
National shooting selection
trials at the Dr. Karni Singh
Range, Tughlakabad, on
Thursday.

The 15-year-old Saurabh,
who had placed fourth in
the World Junior champion-
ship in Germany, was brim-
ming with confidence having
won a gold ahead of Jitu Rai
apart from the silver in the
juniors and youth section
the previous day at the same

venue in the Kumar
Surendra Singh
championship.

Saurabh qualified in the
fourth place with a total of
579, while Jitu Rai failed to
make the final with 578, los-
ing on less number of in-
ner-10s, as five had tied on
that score for the last three
berths.

In a gripping climax, Saur-
abh finshed strong with
shots of 10.6 and 10.3 as
against 10.0 both the times
by Shazar of Air Force.

Pawan Yadav, another
shooter from Uttar Pradesh
like Saurabh, won the
bronze ahead of Olympian

Prakash Nanjappa. Qualifica-
tion topper Wazeer Rathee
(583) placed sixth.

In women’s rifle prone
event, Anjum Moudgil won
the top spot 1.3 point ahead
of Kuheli Gangulee, while
Haryana’s Sonika won the
bronze, beating former
World Champion Tejaswini
Sawant by 0.1 point.

The results: 

Men: 10m air pistol: 1. Saurabh
Chaudhary 242.9 (579); 2.
Shahzar Rizvi 242.8 (579); 3.
Pawan Yadav 221.8 (580).

Women: 50m rifle prone: 1.
Anjum Moudgil 620.5; 2.
Kuhelli Gangulee 619.2; 3.
Sonika 619.0.

SHOOTING

Saurabh continues to shine
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

As a child growing up in
Chennai, Anthony Amalraj
saw players like G. Jagan-
nath, V. Chandrasekhar and
S. Raman who came to wit-
ness the State table tennis
championship. 

His father told him, “Look
at them. They are National
champions who have re-
ceived Arjuna Award from
the Government.”

This made a small-made
Amalraj dream big. He
wondered how it would be
to be known a National
champion and receive the

Arjuna Award. And he star-
ted chasing his dream. What
followed was a long, tough
journey. 

As a 10-year-old, he got a
chance to join the Petroleum
Academy at Ajmer. 20 years
later, on this day, Amalraj
moved closer to emulating
the greats of the game from
his home city. 

For the National cham-
pion of 2012 and 2016, the
long wait for the Arjuna
Award ended with a call
from the Table Tennis Feder-
ation of India (TTFI) secret-
ary M. P. Singh on Thursday. 

“The call woke me up

from my sleep. I could not
believe my ears when M.P.
Sir said the Arjuna Award
Committee members had re-
commended my name for
the award this year. It will be
final once Sports Minister Vi-
jay Goel signs the list of
names recommended,”
shared a joyous Amalraj.

“Last year, I was heart-
broken after I was not
chosen for the award. But I
kept my faith in God. Today,
I am very happy for the joy
God has given me, my family
and to all those who believed
I deserved the award.”

He was quick to acknow-

ledge the support and sacri-
fice of his family members. 

“My sister performed all
the family duties and re-
sponsibilities that I should
have shouldered as a son. My
family wanted me to concen-
trate on my game and
achieve greater heights.
Today, my family feels it was
all worth it.” 

He expressed his gratit-
ude to the members of the
TTFI, his employers, ONGC
and all the coaches for their
support. “At one point, I
thought I had run out of time
for the Arjuna Award. But
after the recommendation, I
feel rejuvenated.”

A dream come true for Amalraj
The paddler thrilled at getting the Arjuna Award
Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

Hockey Unit of Tamil Nadu
(HUTN) scored a 1-0 victory
over Bengaluru HA in a Pool
A match of the 91st MCC-
Murugappa Gold Cup all-In-
dia hockey tournament here
on Thursday. 

Gnanavel's penalty
stroke, with seconds re-
maining for half-time turned
out to be the winner.

Earlier, ONGC defeated
Central Secretariat 2-0, to
finish second in Pool B be-
hind Punjab National Bank.

The results:

Pool A: HUTN 1 (Gnanavel 35)
bt Bengaluru HA 0; Pool B:
ONGC 2 (Machaiah 12, Nilam
Xess 61) bt Central Secretariat
0.

Semifinal line-up (Saturday):
Railways vs ONGC; Punjab Na-
tional Bank vs Bengaluru HA.

Gnanavel nets
HUTN’s winner
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Saviour: HUTN goalkeeper M. Arun Prasadh pulls o� one of his
several saves in the match against Bengaluru HA. * M. VEDHAN
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Poom Saksansin of Thailand
upstaged his Indian col-
leagues on the opening day
of the TAKE Solutions Mas-
ters, firing a seven-under-64
to rise to the top of the lead-
erboard. 

The fresh-faced 24-year-
old thrived in slightly windy
conditions at the KGA
course to finish the opening
round with a two-shot ad-
vantage over the pair of Viraj
Madappa and Divyanshu Ba-
jaj. 

The trio of Syed Saqib
Ahmed, Carlos Pigem and
Sujjan Singh was one stroke
further behind in fourth.
Local boys S.
Chikkarangappa and Khalin
Joshi were in a five-way tie
for seventh (68) while pre-
tournament favourite S.S.P.
Chawrasia was joint 12th,
five shots off the lead.

“It was a sideways wind,
so it was easy to play,” Sak-
sansin said afterwards. “I
just aimed five yards off the
fairway and then bent it.
Overall it was a good round.
My driver and irons were
good but I missed some
putts.”

Saksansin, who won his
first Asian Tour title at the
Indonesian Masters last
year, sank seven birdies, the
last of which came on his fi-
nal hole, where he chipped

in from 10 yards behind the
green. His blemish-free card
was very nearly blotted
when he read the wrong
page of his yardage book on
the par-three eighth and
went over the green. But he
was able to save par.

Madappa’s official home
course may be Tollygunge,
but to him the KGA is a fa-
miliar place. 

The 19-year-old now at-
tends college in Bengaluru,
having spent two previous
years here as a student. He
made the most of that know-
ledge, in what is his first
Asian Tour event as a profes-
sional, returning a card of
five-under-66 in the first
round. 

Madappa made three
birdies, and an eagle on the

par-five 11th, when he
drained a putt from 15 feet.

Bajaj, who shared second
spot with Madappa, called
this his best round of the
season. “Rahil Gangjee
shared some tips with me
during our practice round
on Tuesday, and that helped
me,” the Kolkata golfer said.

Shiv Kapur (70) sat in
24th while Jeev Milkha Singh
shot eight-over-79 to tie for
141st.

The scores (top 10 after 18
holes): 64: Poom Saksansin
(Tha); 66: Viraj Madappa (Ind),
Divyanshu Bajaj (Ind); 67: Syed
Saqib Ahmed (Ind), Carlos Pi-
gem (Esp), Sujjan Singh (Ind);
68: Scott Barr (Aus), S.
Chikkarangappa (Ind), Todd
Sinnott (Aus), Khalin Joshi
(Ind), O.P. Chouhan (Ind).

Saksansin sizzles
Fires a seven-under-64 to rise to the top of the leaderboard

Blemish-free day: Poom Saksansin �nished the opening
round with a two-shot advantage. * G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru Petroleum renewed its claim
on the men’s and women’s
team titles for another year
following two one-sided fi-
nals in the LPS Bossard all-
India inter-institutional table
tennis championship here.

On Thursday evening
after the scheduled start was
delayed by over an hour, Pet-
roleum’s men dismissed
Railways 3-0 after the ladies
overcame the defeat
suffered by an out-of-form
Manika Batra to outlast Re-
serve Bank of India 3-1.

For the record, Petroleum
men won the title for the
24th year in succession,
while the ladies now hold
the crown for the 23rd con-
secutive occasion.

The men’s team decided

to rest Anthony Amalraj for
the final and finished the job
with the help of G. Sathiyan,
Soumyajit Ghosh and
Harmeet Desai.

Only Desai dropped a
game to E. Prabhakaran in
the third singles after his

teammates had finished
their job in straight games.

Earlier, Manika continued
to struggle and crashed to
her second loss in as many
ties. The former National
champion lost to Ayhika
Mukherjee in four games be-

fore Madhurika Patkar as-
sumed the familiar role of a
rescuer. She won the second
and fourth singles. In the
third singles, Pooja Saha-
rabudhe stopped Amrutha
Pushkar to ensure Petro-
leum never trailed again.

The results (Team champion-
ship): Men: Petroleum beat
Railways 3-0 (G. Sathiyan bt
Anirban Nandi 11-7, 11-7, 11-6;
Soumyajit Ghosh bt Ravindra
Kotiyan 11-4, 11-6, 11-4;
Harmeet Desai bt E.
Prabhakaran 11-7, 8-11, 11-5.
11-8). Women: Petroleum beat
Reserve Bank of India 3-1
(Manika Batra lost to Ayhika
Mukherjee 11-8, 7-11, 4-11, 4-11;
Madhurika Patkar bt Sreeja Ak-
ula 11-9, 12-10, 11-4; Pooja
Sahasrabudhe bt Amrutha 11-4,
11-7, 16-14; Madhurika bt Ayhika
11-4, 11-4, 11-9).

24th successive title for men; 23rd for women
RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Petroleum bags another double

Bossing it over: Petroleum renewed its hold on the inter-
institutional table tennis championship. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

It was another disappointing
performance by the crowd
favourite Telugu Titans as
defending champion Patna
Pirates notched up an im-
pressive 43-36 win in the fi-
nal match of the Hyderabad-
leg of the Vivo ProKabaddi
League here on Thursday
night.

The winner, who led 23-16
at the break, recorded their
fifth win in 11 meetings
against Titans, who suffered
a shocking fifth defeat in a
row in six matches this sea-
son. For Pirates, it was a
second win in as many
matches against Titans.

The Titans’ defence left a
lot to be desired and as the
game progressed, the focus
seemed to be on one indi-
vidual — Rahul Chaudhari.
But he struggled and the
sight of him being pinned
down by the defence fre-
quently was not encour-
aging. Titans looked disjoin-
ted and failed to provide the
much-needed cheer to the

fans. On the other hand, it
was another stand-out per-
formance by the Pirates with
captain Pardeep Narwal
leading from the front with
nine raid points It was quite
apparent that the raiders
had always the liberty to fall
back on defence manned so
efficiently by Monu Goyat
and Vishal Mane.

The champion controlled
the game better and took a
20-15 lead. Though the Ti-
tans showed enterprise in
the dying minutes, when
they scored an all-out and

Rahul earned two touch-
points, to narrow the score
to 33-41, it was a bit too late
to change the script as Pir-
ates emerged a comfortable
winner.

V.V. Subrahmanyam 

HYDERABAD

On the attack: Pirates captain Pardeep Narwal trying to beat
the Titans defence in their match on Thursday. * NAGARA GOPAL

Pirates plunder Titans again

Qualifier Yuki Bhambri
sweated his way past sixth
seed and defending cham-
pion Gael Monfils of France
with a 6-3, 4-6, 7-5 victory in
the second round of the $2
million Citi Open ATP tennis
tournament here on
Wednesday.

“I just tried to fight for
every point and focused on
holding my serve,” said
Bhambri when contacted by
The Hindu.

“I think I played aggress-

ive and took my chances,
which paid off. I am glad I
could pull it off, as I needed
something big,” said Bham-
bri, who has been assured of
55 ATP points, including 10
for qualification, and a prize
purse of $23,160.

The results:

$2,002,460 ATP Citi Open,
Washington: Second round:
Yuki Bhambri bt Gael Monfils
(Fra) 6-3, 4-6, 7-5. Doubles pre-
quarterfinals: Donald Young
(US) & Rohan Bopanna bt Daniel
Nestor (Can) & Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi (Pak) 6-2, 6-3.

$727,995 ATP, Los Cabos, Mex-
ico: Doubles pre-quarterfinals:
Blaz Kavcic (Slo) & Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan

bt Hans Hack Verdugo &
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela
(Mex) 7-6(3), 3-6, [11-9].

$15,000 ITF men, Cairo: First
round: Sergey Dorozhkin (Rus)
bt P.C. Vignesh 6-4, 1-6, 6-4;
Benjamin Lock (Zim) bt Anirudh
Chandrasekar 6-2, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Nonthaburi,
Thailand: Quarterfinals: Sora
Fukuda (Jpn) bt Karunuday
Singh 6-4, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm El

Sheikh, Egypt: Doubles pre-
quarterfinals: Francesca
Delledera & Gaia Squarcialupi
(Ita) bt Yu-Ting Hsieh (Tpe) &
Tanisha Rohira 2-6, 7-6(3), 10-7.

$15,000 ITF women,
Nonthaburi: Quarterfinals: Y.
Pranjala bt Watsachol Sawasdee
(Tha) 6-4, 7-6(4). Doubles
semifinals: Tamachan Mo-
mkoonthod (Tha) & Pranjala bt
Kyoka Okamura (Jpn) & Sara
Tomic (Aus) 6-2, 6-4;
Quarterfinals: Momkoonthod &
Pranjala bt Alison Bai (Aus) &
Chieh-Yu Hsu (Tpe) 6-3, 0-6,
[13-11].

Yuki Bhambri tames Gael Mon�ls 
Sports Bureau

Washington

S.S.P. Chawrasia was a de-
lighted man after it was an-
nounced that he had been
recommended for the Ar-
juna Award. 

“It was my dream to get
the Arjuna Award. It’s re-
cognition for all that I have
done and I want to do
more.

“I want to bring more
titles and also teach young-
sters in the coming years. It
has been a long road for
me and I am always willing
to contribute to Indian golf
in any manner. Right now,
my focus is on the tourna-
ment,” he said.

Dream to get
the Arjuna:
Chawrasia 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU

H.S. Prannoy and Sourabh
Verma advanced to the
quarterfinals of the New
Zealand Open Grand Prix
Gold event on Thursday.
The results (pre-quarterfi-
nals): H.S. Prannoy bt Wei
Nan 21-18, 21-19; Sourabh
Verma bt P. Kashyap 21-18,
13-21, 21-16; Chia Hung Lu
(Tpe) bt Siril Verma 21-13,
21-14.

Prannoy and
Sourabh in
last eight
Press Trust of India
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B Bengaluru Bulls v Tamil
Thalaivas, 8 p.m.

B Puneri Paltan v Dabang
Delhi KC, 9 p.m.

STAR Sports 1 & 2 and STAR
Sports HD1, HD2
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Giant panda gives birth
at record 23 years old
BEIJING

Haizi, a 23-year-old giant

panda in Sichuan province’s

Wolong National Nature

Reserve, has given birth to

twins. She is now the world’s

oldest panda mom. Haizi,

who is equivalent in age to an

80-year-old human, started

showing interest in courtship

this spring, resulting in a

blind date with a male panda

suitor four months back. AFP

IN BRIEF

S. Korean director Kim
Ki-Duk accused of assault
SEOUL

South Korean prosecutors

opened a criminal probe

against filmmaker Kim Ki-Duk

on Thursday over allegations

that he hit an actress while

shooting a movie. Kim’s

glittering career prizes

include the top honours at

the Venice and Berlin film

festivals for Pieta and

Samaritan Girl. AFP

Harry Potter actor 
Robert Hardy dies at 91
LONDON

Robert Hardy, a veteran

British stage and screen actor

who played Minister for

Magic Cornelius Fudge in the

Harry Potter movies, has died.

He was 91. Between 1978 and

1990 he played eccentric

veterinarian Siegfried Farnon

in All Creatures Great and

Small, a popular show based

on James Herriot’s books. AP

H
BO continued to assess
the extent of a cyberat-

tack on its systems on Wed-
nesday, working with law
enforcement agencies and
seeking to provide assurance
to its employees.

In a memo to staff,
Richard Plepler, the
premium cable network’s
chief executive, said that the
company did not believe its
“email system as a whole has
been compromised” but
that a forensic review was
being conducted.

Mr. Plepler wrote in the
memo that the network was
trying to hire an outside firm
“to work with our employ-
ees to provide credit
monitoring”.

HBO acknowledged on
Monday that it had been vic-
timised by a cyberattack,
after an anonymous hacker

boasted about leaking full
episodes of upcoming shows
like Ballers along with writ-
ten material from next
week’s episode of Game of
Thrones.

Hacker’s threat
The hacker or hackers
claimed to have stolen an es-
timated 1.5 terabytes of data,
according to Entertainment
Weekly, which first reported
the breach on Monday. The

hacker said more material
would be “coming soon”.

The attack is not expected
to have any effect on Time
Warner’s deal with AT&T, ac-
cording to two people famil-
iar with the matter, who re-
quested anonymity to
discuss private company
matters. Only a large mater-
ial change in Time Warner’s
business would prevent the
deal from going through,
one of the people said.

Unlike Yahoo, which dis-
closed last year that hackers
had stolen the credentials of
hundreds of millions of
users in two breaches that
went undetected for years,
HBO does not appear to
have sensitive personal in-
formation on a similar scale.

Much remains unclear
about how much informa-
tion was obtained in the cy-
berattack, said a person fa-
miliar with the breach. NYT

HBO assesses damage
from cyberattack
Email system as a whole not compromised, says CEO

HBO CEO Richard Plepler. * AP

JOHN KOBLIN 

EMILY STEEL

Blood cancer sufferers
could be treated with a
simple arthritis drug, ac-
cording to scientists at a
leading British university.

Martin Zeidler, from the
University of Sheffield’s De-
partment of Biomedical
Science, and his colleagues
have found that methotrex-
ate (MTX) — a drug on the
WHO list of essential medi-
cines and commonly used
to treat arthritis — works by
directly inhibiting the mo-
lecular pathway respons-
ible for causing the
disease.

Current treatments do
not slow the disease
progression.

‘Arthritis drug
can treat
blood cancer’ 

Press Trust of India

London

For decades, Palestinians
have dreamed of having
their own port on the Medi-
terranean, from where they
could sail the world. Instead,
they are making do with a
wooden ship run aground on
a Gaza beach, which has be-
come a popular restaurant.

The “Lolo Rose” may not
look like much, but its eight
tables are in heavy demand,
with Gazans queuing for a
chance to eat fish in an un-
usual spot where they can
hear the waves crashing on
the sides, even if they can't
make it out to sea.

“It is a nice idea but it is a
standstill, it does not move,”
said Manar Shaqoura, 19, a
law student who managed to
snag a table at the front of
the vessel. “We wish the ship
could sail and take us to
Turkey.”

In Roman times, Gaza was
an important port on the
Mediterranean, a stopover in
the Middle East for mer-
chants on the way between

Asia Minor and north Africa.
That status continued into
the 20th century and World
War One.

Decades of trouble
But recent decades have not
been so good. After Israel
seized Gaza in the 1967
Middle East war, the port
was effectively put out of
use. In the mid-1990s, under
the Oslo accords, plans were
drawn up for a much larger

port for Gaza’s now 2 million
people, but they never came
to fruition. Israel withdrew
its forces and settlers from
Gaza in 2005, but still con-
trols entry and exit, access to
the sea and the territory's
airspace. Locals feel trapped
and frustrated.

Despite Palestinian and
international efforts, Israel
will not allow a new port to
be built, citing security. 

The concern is that

Hamas, the Islamist group
that has controlled Gaza
since 2007, will smuggle
weapons into the territory.

Artificial island
Israel’s Minister of Intelli-
gence and Transport has
been pushing the idea of
building an artificial island
off Gaza’s coast that would
provide a port and other fa-
cilities, but that has so far
failed to win the govern-
ment’s backing. So for now,
the “Lolo Rose” is one place
where Gazans can go to get a
feel for the sea and imagine
themselves on it.

The owners once used the
vessel for fishing, but Israel’s
tight restrictions on access to
the sea have made the in-
dustry unprofitable.

“We are under blockade,
the idea is that you feel your-
self inside the water,” said
Thabet Tartouri, the ship's
owner. “We hope one day,
we will be allowed to have
tourist ships that will go
from Gaza to the whole
world.”

Gazans throng to ship restaurant
Lolo Rose, a wooden vessel run aground, fuels their longing for the sea

Reuters

Gaza

Life’s little pleasures: Palestinians enjoy themselves at ‘Lolo
Rose’, a popular restaurant on a beach in Gaza City. * REUTERS

While U.S. President Donald
Trump has thrust trans-
gender people back into the
conflict between conservat-
ive and liberal values in the
United States, geneticists are
quietly working on a major
research effort to unlock the
secrets of gender identity.

A consortium of five re-
search institutions in Europe
and the United States, in-
cluding Vanderbilt University
Medical Center, George
Washington University and
Boston Children’s Hospital, is
looking to the genome, a per-
son’s complete set of DNA,
for clues about whether
transgender people are born

that way. Two decades of
brain research have provided
hints of a biological origin to
being transgender, but no ir-
refutable conclusions.

Now scientists in the con-
sortium have embarked on
what they call the largest-
ever study of its kind, search-
ing for a genetic component
to explain why people as-
signed one gender at birth so
persistently identify as the
other, often from very early
childhood.

Researchers have extrac-
ted DNA from the blood
samples of 10,000 people,
3,000 of them transgender
and the rest non-trans-
gender, or cisgender. The
project is awaiting grant

funding to begin the next
phase: testing about 3 mil-
lion markers, or variations,
across the genome for all of
the samples.

Knowing what variations
transgender people have in
common, and comparing
those patterns to those of cis-
gender people in the study,
may help investigators un-
derstand what role the gen-
ome plays in everyone’s
gender identity.

‘Anciently related’
“If the trait is strongly ge-
netic, then people who
identify as trans will share
more of their genome, not
because they are related in
nuclear families but because

they are more anciently re-
lated,” said Lea Davis, leader
of the study and an assistant
professor of medicine at the
Vanderbilt Genetics Institute.

The search for the biolo-
gical underpinnings is taking
on new relevance as the
battle for transgender rights
plays out in the U.S. political
arena.

One of the first acts of the
new Trump administration
was to revoke Obama-era
guidelines directing public
schools to allow transgender
students to use bathrooms of
their choice. Last week, the
president announced on
Twitter he intends to ban
transgender people from
serving in the military.

Texas lawmakers are de-
bating a bathroom bill that
would require people to use
the bathroom of the sex lis-
ted on their birth certificate.
North Carolina in March re-
pealed a similar law after a
national boycott cost the
state hundreds of millions of
dollars in lost business. 

Reasons to worry
Currently, the only way to
determine whether people
are transgender is for them
to self-identify as such. While
civil rights activists contend
that should be sufficient, sci-
entists have taken their
search to the lab.

That quest has made some
transgender people nervous.

If a “cause” is found it could
posit a “cure”, potentially
opening the door to so-called
reparative therapies similar
to those that attempt to turn
gay people straight, advoc-
ates say. Others raise con-
cerns about the rights of
those who may identify as
trans but lack biological
“proof”.

Prof. Davis stressed that
her study does not seek to
produce a genetic test for be-
ing transgender, nor would it
be able to. Instead, she said,
she hopes the data will lead
to better care for trans-
gender people, who experi-
ence wide health disparities
compared to the general
population.

“We can use this informa-
tion to help train doctors and
nurses to provide better care
to trans patients and to also
develop amicus briefs to sup-
port equal rights legislation,”
said Prof. Davis, who is also
director of research for
Vanderbilt’s gender health
clinic.

The Vanderbilt University
Medical Center in Tennessee
has one of the world’s largest
DNA databanks. It also has
emerged as a leader in trans-
gender healthcare with initi-
atives such as the Trans
Buddy Program, which pairs
every transgender patient
with a volunteer to help
guide them through their
healthcare visits.

Researchers explore the science of gender identity
Look for the biological underpinnings of gender even as the battle for transgender rights plays out in the American political arena

Reuters

New York

Denmark’s Prince Consort
Henrik, the French-born
husband of Queen Mar-
grethe II, does not want to
be buried with his wife when
the time comes, breaking
with tradition, the royal
palace said on Thursday.

Long vocal about his frus-
tration over being relegated
to a supporting role, the 83-
year-old prince said he was
not on equal footing with his
wife in life and therefore did
not want to be so in death

That decision has been ac-
cepted by the Queen, the
palace’s communications
chief Lene Balleby told Dan-
ish daily BT.

Disappointed that his
royal title of Prince Consort
was never changed to King
when his wife became
queen in 1972, Prince Henrik
has often spoken out about
his discontent, which did
little to endear him to his
subjects. The couple will
break with royal tradition by

not being buried together in
the Roskilde Cathedral.

The Prince consort non-
etheless intends to be buried
in Denmark. He “loves Den-
mark and worked for Den-
mark for more than 50
years. The prince therefore
wants to be buried in Den-
mark, but the details have
not been settled yet,” Ms.
Balleby said.

Born Henri Marie Jean An-

dre Count de Laborde de
Monpezat on June 11, 1934 in
Talence, near Bordeaux,
Prince Henrik met Mar-
grethe, then the crown-prin-
cess, while he was stationed
in London as a diplomat.
Upon marrying her, he
changed his name to Henrik,
converted from Catholicism
to Protestantism and re-
nounced his French citizen-
ship to become a Dane.

He has long voiced his frustration over not being made King

Agence France-Presse

Stockholm

A chasm between them: Queen Margrethe II and her husband,
Prince Henrik, in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. * FILE PHOTO

Danish Prince refuses 
to be buried with wife

The Icelandic singer Bjork
has said that she will soon
release a new album.

The avant-garde diva got
rave reviews for her last al-
bum Vulnicura, which de-
tailed the pain of her split
from the renowned Amer-
ican artist Matthew Barney.

“I am excited to share
with you that my new al-
bum is coming out very
soon,” she said in a hand-
written note to fans posted
on Twitter and Facebook
on Wednesday.

‘Future facing album’
Bjork, 51, and Barney, 50 —
best known for The Cre-
master Cycle of films — who
have a 14-year-old daugh-
ter, broke up in 2013, with
the album appearing little
over a year later.

Californian artist and
film-maker Andrew
Thomas Huang, who
worked with Bjork on Vul-
nicura, has told reporters
the new album is "future-
facing in a hopeful way that
I think is needed right
now”.

Bjork to
release 
new album
Agence France-Presse

Paris
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