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Hidden Meaning

Whatever relationships you
have attracted in your life at

this moment, are precisely the
ones you need in your life at

this moment. There is a hidden
meaning behind all events,
and this hidden meaning is
serving your own evolution. 

Deepak Chopra

Last week’s developments in Bihar coupled with results of the
last round of assembly elections have significantly enhanced
BJP’s influence in Rajya Sabha. Given that the upper house of

Parliament has always been the stumbling block in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s legislative agenda, this augurs well for NDA. 
The undoubted dominance of BJP in the polity, Modi’s personal 
credibility and changing composition of Parliament present 
government with an unprecedented opportunity to transform India.

Though Congress and BJP have 57 members each in the 245-member
upper house, adding JD(U)’s 10 members has now taken NDA’s tally
to 89. This could go upto 91if they can snatch one seat from Congress
in Gujarat, where a battle of prestige is being played out between top
Congress leader Ahmed Patel and rebel Shankarsinh Vaghela. With

regional parties such as AIADMK,
BJD and TRS often backing govern-
ment on important legislations, 
recent developments have brought it
within striking distance of the 
halfway mark in Rajya Sabha. By
April next year, acche din could truly
have arrived for BJP in Rajya Sabha.
As many as nine members from UP
will retire and the recent assembly
election win in the state could give the
party eight more members. 

The numbers assume importance on account of the opportunity
they present to the Modi government to take on multiple vested 
interests who stall change. The government’s early attempts to 
unlock India’s land market seemed to flounder on the heels of Rahul
Gandhi’s “suit boot ki sarkar” jibe. However subsequent elections
have strengthened BJP’s position, particularly the UP verdict 
this year. Simply put, apart from Modi, there has been no other 
politician in recent memory who can convince voters of the need to
structurally transform India by reforming its markets for factors of
production such as land and labour.

These reforms are a prerequisite if India is to solve its most 
pressing problem: inadequacy of job creation. With up to 12 million
young people joining the work force each year, India needs to see a lot
more jobs being created if it is to harness its demographic dividend.
However, in the absence of job creation, the so-called dividend 
will tip over into a nightmare. For a long time governments have 
avoided deep-seated changes in absence of decisive mandates, 
but this is no longer a constraint. PM Modi must seize this 
opportunity to transform India. 

Transform India
Changing Rajya Sabha presents Modi with 

unique opportunity to unleash reforms

All of us who belong to aam janta often wonder if our netas 
belong to a species other than ours. How else to explain their
general demeanour and behaviour, before and after elections?

Before elections our netas and would-be netas are role 
models who’ve stepped out of Dale Carnegie’s bestselling PR
bible, How To Win Friends and Influence People. They go 

around beaming smiles at everyone like toothpaste advertisements. 
They promise us that, if elected, they’ll give us not just the sun and the moon

but the entire zodiac as well. They swear solemnly that in all their dealings 
they’ll be as transparent as a goldfish bowl, as accountable as an open book.

Once elected, they’re transformed into totally unrecognisable beings. 
They suffer a collective amnesia about their pre-poll promises about giving us
goodies. All the goodies available are reserved strictly for themselves, and their
families and friends.

They shroud themselves and their doings in impenetrable secrecy, their
lack of accountability equalled only by their arrogance. What causes this 

metamorphosis? A magical potion called power.
And it’s not just our political class that gets 

transfigured by the taste of power. If you live in a 
residential complex, like i do, the chances are the pla-

ce will have a Resident’s Welfare Association (RWA), sometimes also known as a
Managing Committee, which is elected to office by the residents of the community.

And, chances are that, like a microcosm of our larger polity, the RWA 
will end up behaving exactly the way our netas do, arrogating all manner of
perks to itself, starting with getting freebies from the inhouse subziwala or the
pressman who presses clothes. 

Whether it’s the result of 250 years of British oppression, or anything else,
all of us, netas and neighbours, crave power the way a junkie craves drugs. And
the drug of power gives us a high, as in high and mighty. 

The next time you wonder how come our netas act the way they do, look no
further than your neighbourhood RWA. You might well discover that RWA
stands for Raja Wale ki Autocracy.
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Neta neighbours

Jug Suraiya 

To see what makes our politicians 
so power hungry, look next door

Rare is the government
that is stronger when
nearly two-thirds into
its term than at the
start. Yet, few would 
deny that is the case

with the Modi government today, 
especially after the coup in Bihar last 
week, when it weaned back into its 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
the redoubtable Nitish Kumar. 

By most accounts, this has dealt a body
blow to the opposition. What are the 
implications of this for governance and
reform? Not many would bet on this prime
minister playing it safe from the current
high till the next general elections. That
just does not seem to be his style. 

There are already substantial changes
underway. The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) is beginning to drag large chunks
of the informal economy into the formal
one. The increasing use of Aadhaar, and
its unparalleled ability to “de-duplicate”
beneficiaries, is drastically pruning the
leakages in governmental schemes. 
India is finally getting international 
acknowledgment of its surge in infrast-
ructure. And, going by Niti Aayog and
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
estimates, the GDP growth rate again 
leads the world’s large economies.

But the same growth rate today – for
argument’s sake, let’s take the IMF’s 
projected 7.2% and 7.7% for the next 
two years – no longer creates the same
number of jobs it would have a decade 
or two ago. The nature of the world’s 
economies has changed, with far more
automation and disintermediation than
ever before. That remains a fundamental
challenge for India.

I have discussed a Universal Basic 
Income (UBI) in these pages, an idea being
championed by many across the world,
with a closely watched pilot project in
Finland. While the debate on UBI is hotting
up in India, it remains a cutting-edge but
still untested idea. It deserves encourage-
ment but also critical assessment, 
including randomised controlled trials.

Meanwhile, there remain many con-
ventional policy options to dramatically
boost India’s economy and governance

standards. In some ways these are “no
brainers”, tried and tested the world
over, and brimming with common sense. 

Consider just three such reform op-
tions. Judicial (including an overhaul of
the criminal justice system), Admini-
strative, and Labour are arguably the
three most impactful areas, whose rest-
ructuring would transform India’s fort-
unes. In fact, they have all been attemp-
ted before, but lacked the political con-
sensus needed to succeed. With the go-
vernment’s commanding position today,
if its key members are persuaded of the-
ir utility, consensus is less of a hurdle.

No society can function well if justice
is uncertain or delayed. India’s abysmally
clogged judicial system, where even 
heinous crimes can take decades to inves-
tigate, prosecute and try, is in desperate
need of reform. Besides our judicial 
system’s woeful impact on social justice,
poor contract enforceability is one of the
biggest shackles on our economy.

The last attempted judicial reform 
ended with the Supreme Court’s tragic
2015 overthrow of the National Judicial

Appointments Commission (NJAC), pre-
serving the world’s only self-appointing
collegium system. NJAC had been based
on UK’s path breaking act, incorporating
transparency and checks and balances,
and had unanimous political backing.

With that unanimity now lacking, it is
unlikely this government will expend 
political capital on revamping judges’ 
appointments. Nevertheless, opportunities
abound in police, prosecutorial and 
judicial procedures reform. But some of
these, like funding more police hiring, have
large cost implications whose benefits 
take a long time to show up, not exactly

ideal for election cycles.
Similarly, the creaky “steel frame” 

civil service, designed in the 19th century
for colonial aims, is at odds with 21st 
century India’s needs and aspirations.
Sure, it has bright people who once pipped
millions of others in an exam. But its 
systemic flaws, including generalists
handling specialised domains, job security
despite non performance, short tenures
at each post, promotions on seniority 
rather than merit, etc have long been a
crippling choke point for the nation.

Earlier prime ministers including
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh had 
attempted major administrative reforms
but were forced to back down. This PM
seems to be going about it incrementally,
and quietly. The government has started
penalising non-performers and, earlier
this month, modernised bureaucrats’
appraisal system, including for the first
time peer and subordinates’ feedback.

There have also been reports of
significantly larger shares of posts 
usually “reserved” for the premier Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) now going
to allied services officers. Could this be a
precursor to lateral entry from outside
the bureaucracy? If yes, that would be
excellent, having been recommended 
repeatedly by experts.

Finally, our counterproductive 
labour laws act as a massive brake on job
creation, especially in manufacturing,
which has stagnated at around 16% of
GDP for more than three decades. 
Economists Jagdish Bhagwati and 
Arvind Panagariya have written that it
is impossible to comply with all of
India’s approximately 200 labour laws.

Both the Union government as well
as a few states have started tinkering
with those. But for the magnitude of jobs
crisis India faces, this is too little. It requ-
ires radical national level reform to sig-
nificantly boost job creation.

Traditionally, all Indian political 
parties have relied on unions, making 
labour reform unachievable. But Modi pus-
hed GST through despite apprehensions
among his party’s traditional base of small
traders. With his government now looking
unassailable, could lightning strike twice?

The writer is a BJD Lok Sabha MP. Views
are personal

What Modi Can Do Next
Government looks unassailable now, undertake bold policy moves to transform India
Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda

Our counterproductive labour
laws act as a massive brake
on job creation, especially in
manufacturing, which has
stagnated at around 16% of
GDP for more than three
decades

The open letter written by over 100 armed forces veterans that
decried stifling of dissent and diversity is a fine tribute to the
Constitution of India and pluralist values that it upholds. It

has become fashionable to juxtapose defence forces and their 
sacrifices with actions and events occurring in liberal spaces. The
veterans have inverted the clamour of those who want so-called 
“anti-nationals” to learn patriotism from the armed forces with the
thesis that the armed forces stand for unity in diversity. The retired
officers have argued that differences in religion, caste or culture did
not impede the cohesiveness of the armed forces and that diversity
is India’s “greatest strength”. They go on to state: “Dissent is not 
treason; in fact, it is the essence of democracy.”

The ongoing attempts to cast complementary
facets of a democracy as mutually antagonistic
are rendered infructuous by this letter. The
army exists to protect the Union of India and
its democratic republic. Moreover, democracy
doesn’t begin and end with visiting the 
polling booth once in five years; it is the 
freedom to dissent that secures democracy
from slipping into authoritarianism.

This may be counter-intuitive to some. In their eyes, India is 
weakened by dissent and differences of religion, culture or opinion.
However, India’s armed forces are not a political body. Their task is
to uphold India’s territorial integrity and defend its citizens, of
whatever political colour they might be. What the veterans 
understand, but civilian purveyors of hatred who want to shoot
from the armed forces’ shoulders don’t, is that India’s very diversity
and plurality is the source of its strength. Take that away and 
India becomes Pakistan, a garrison state which is failing because
everything there exists to serve its army.

Voice Of Reason
Army veterans make an impassioned plea that 
India grows stronger by celebrating differences
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What is the difference between
leaking and overflowing?

When you leak, you feel
tired. When you are overflowing, you
feel fulfilled. Overflowing is a delight.
Just as trees bloom in flowers, that is
overflowing! When the tree has too
much, only then does it flower; it has to
share. It is an unburdening. A tree in
bloom seems to be relaxed, unburdened,
relieved, happy.

Whenever you are overflowing, 
whenever you share, you never feel tired
afterward. In fact you feel more energetic,
more in tune, more at home. Everything
settles, unburdened. You grow wings; you
can fly in the sky. You are so weightless;
gravitation disappears. The feeling is so
totally different from the feeling when
you leak, dissipate, and energy is lost.

You can take sexual orgasm as an
example. If you are making love to your

partner mechanically, and there is no
love sharing – then your energy will
dissipate, simply leak out of you. After-
ward you will feel simply tired, not
fulfilled. When you love the person and
you are overflowing, you want to share
your energies with the other person. It
happens spontaneously. It just
happens; you are not the doer –
you become vehicles. You are
possessed by something greater
than you, higher than you,
bigger than you. Then it is not
leakage. Then you are over-
flowing from all over. It is not
local, it is not sexual, it is total.

This will make you stronger.
You will not decide in the wake of
your lovemaking that you are
against sex, that the so-called
saints are true and right and you should
take a vow of celibacy, and you decide to
become a monk and move to a monastery
– no. If there has been an orgasmic flow

just the presence of that person. You
don’t want the person, you are bored; and
you start ‘leaking’, you start dissipating
your energy. Then when the person is
gone, you feel simply tired, shaken, as if
he has taken too much out of you and he
has not given anything in return. But if
you love the person, if you are happy that
the person has come to see you and meet
you, you feel enhanced. Energy becomes
more alive, you feel more vital. You feel
rejuvenated.

Avoid leakages, and remain 
available for overflows. Anything can 
be energy-giving, and anything can be
energy-destroying; it depends on your
attitude. A religious person is always
overflowing whatsoever the situation.
Even if death comes to him, death will
find him in a deep orgasm. 

Abridged from The Search. Osho
Times International, courtesy Osho
International Foundation, www.osho.com
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and your energy has been simply 
shared and has overflowed, you will feel
grateful; in that moment you can bless
the whole world. Your face, body, your
mind, everything will be at a calm 
altitude – a new plenitude of being. 
A benediction will surround you.

Prayer arises in such
moments – gratefulness,
gratitude. One becomes
religious in such moments. To
me, religion has arisen out of
a deep love orgasm. Hence,
Tantra remains the ultimate
in religion, the last word,
because that is the highest
peak man has attained of
attunement, where ego 
disappears. The ego is very
solid, like a stone. In love one

becomes liquid, flowing all over.
Leakage is frustrating – sexual,

non-sexual, but it is tiring. Sometimes
somebody is with you and you feel tired –

The Difference Between Leaking & Overflowing
Interaction: Osho
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JAMES E FAUST, US politician

Some of our important choices have a time line. If we
delay a decision, the opportunity is gone forever

A thought for today

Yashwant Singh is one of the two 
Samajwadi Party MLCs (along with one
BSP legislator) who recently quit their UP
legislative council seats to join BJP. Their
resignations come ahead of crucial 
state assembly byelections which Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and his two 
deputy CMs Dinesh Sharma and Keshav
Prasad Maurya would have to contest 
to enter the state assembly. Singh
spoke to Sanjiv Shankaran on
changing equations in UP politics,
Yogi Adityanath’s evolution as a
state leader and the challenge for
opposition parties:

■ Why did you resign from Samajwadi
Party?

SP national president Akhilesh Yadav
gave a rousing speech on July 26 in the 
legislative council. The near two-hour
long speech focused on running down 
India and how China is vastly superior
to us. Akhileshji spoke at length of how
India is militarily weak when compared
to China and one should pick a fight with
equals. This was quite upsetting for me.

I thought Akhileshji will later give a
clarification and express regret for this
but that didn’t happen. When the council
session got over on July 28, I decided to
tender my resignation the very next day.
■ Reports suggest SP and BSP could
come together before the 2019 elec-
tion. How will this affect UP politics?

This possible SP-BSP alliance will
not have much impact because it will 
lead to a clash of egos between Mayawati

and Akhilesh. Mayawati is openly 
egoistic while Akhilesh keeps it under a
veil. Two egoistic people cannot work 
together. The alliance between Kanshi
Ram and Mulayam (1993) worked 
because they did not have an ego and
both leaders had built their parties 
from scratch. These two (Mayawati and 
Akhilesh) have got their positions 

on a platter. 
The effect of the alliance will

be limited to some regions 
as SP and BSP have no 
presence in some parts like

western UP. Mayawati is losing
her vote base very quickly 
and people prefer voting for 
national parties in general 
elections.
■ What are the challenges for
BJP in the run up to the 2019 
general election?

In my interactions
with opposition 
party leaders, most
seem to have 
given up for 2019.
Their only hope
is to defame 
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
The debate on
communalism
has undergone
a massive
change in
the country.
No one 

debates about Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
and others being exploited. There is a
mad rush to get a secular certificate by
abusing BJP. 

In other countries the fight is 
between the rich and poor but here 
people want a certificate of their 
backwardness. Some take pride in being
called ‘Dalit ki beti’ while others call
themselves backward. Despite living in
grandeur like feudal lords, Akhilesh 

and Mayawati want a certificate of
being backward and Dalit 

respectively. How long will
they fool the people?
■ Yogi Adityanath’s tenure
has been marred by contro-
versies like anti-Romeo
squads and shutting down
abattoirs. Do you think BJP

is getting side-tracked from
the path of development?

I don’t agree. The
chief minister has

taken risks by
speaking his
mind and tire-
lessly working
in the right 
direction. I 
have not seen
any chief mi-
nister work
as hard as
him in the
past three
decades.
Others 

would work part time (5-6 hours) but 
Yogi works for 18 hours every day. He has
already visited all headquarters of each
mandal, something which no CM has 
done so quickly. We hope this will 
bear fruit.
■ You have been a part of BSP and SP
but eventually left both parties. What
was your experience like?

Both parties have set a dangerous
trend in democracy by playing to the 
gallery rather than raising people’s 
issues. In earlier days, Parliament and
Vidhan Sabha was the centre of discus-
sion and debate revolving around the 
people. Today it is either rushing into the
well of the House or boycotting procee-
dings. This trend has now moved from
the state to Parliament where propaganda
overshadows the real issues.
■ You have been associated with 
SP since 2003 but since the party lost
assembly elections, you have quit and
joined BJP. Isn’t this an opportunistic
move?

I had more than five out of my six-
year tenure left as MLC. Yet, I left SP. I 
have no position in BJP. I have joined
BJP because it is the only party fighting
for India’s security interests. There was
a time when Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
hailed Indira Gandhi as Durga after the
1971 war. Now Congress leaders hobnob
with Chinese diplomats compromising
Indian interests. This should be above
politics and I am glad to have joined a
party which sincerely believes so. 
People are free to call me opportunistic.

‘In other countries fight is between rich and poor; here Akhilesh,
Mayawati want OBC, Dalit certificate but live like feudal lords’
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