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Panagariya departs
Internal policy battles take a toll 

A
RVIND PANAGARIYA has announced his intention to move
on, from Niti Ayog on Parliament Street in New Delhi to
Columbia University on 116th Street in New York. Professor

Panagariya was among the original believers in the Narendra Modi
project; he, along with his mentor Jagdish Bhagwati, had believed
that given a new political coherence, a robust leadership, and an intel-
lectual clarity, the Indian economy could be steered to a takeoff stage.
It was with this faith and confidence that the venerable Planning
Commission was rechristened as Niti Ayog, as if a change in nomen-
clature itself would be a game-changer. Still, Panagariya availed of his
new responsibility to move the economy away from the old impulses,
habits and practices associated with the previous regimes. 

No one will know for sure the reason for his track back to Columbia.
It is quite possible that he has had enough of policy-making, just as it
is also possible that Columbia was insisting on his return if he wanted
to retain his tenure. Outsiders do not always appreciate the charm and
security of a tenured professorship; but the academic world has its own
enchantment. It is possible that it will be slightly tired, somewhat
bruised Professor Panagariya who takes leave of Niti Ayog. It has been
known that in the last few months he has faced considerable opposition
and challenges from the swadeshi crowd. His inability to win clearly
those battles as well as a realisation that he would not get much politi-
cal protection probably helped him make up his mind to pack his bags. 

Panagariya’s resignation is the first major depletion from the core
Modi team, though it is not easy to determine whether it is a case of
unhappy departure or a principled defection. Starting with demoneti-
sation, the direction and purpose of the economy appear to have
changed and no one would be surprised if the purist in Panagariya
found himself at odds with the increasingly political-steering of the
economic decision-making. In any case, his move to Columbia comes
in the background of a growing skepticism about the nature of eco-
nomic growth, with critics unwilling to be taken in by the hype. His
departure will only deepen the skepticism.    

The new Modi Bhakt
Nitish Kumar clever, but not clever enough

N
ITISH KUMAR'S assertion that no one has the capacity to
take on Narendra Modi in 2019 is amusing. That may give an
idea why he has deserted Mahagathbandhan. What Nitish

says may be true, given the disarray in which opposition parties
appear today. But who knows what political consequences Hindutva,
lynchings, Muslim and Dalit targeting, farmer unrest, economic dis-
ruptions by demonetisation and the GST, and lack of jobs may have
in 2019? Nitish Kumar's own future may be uncertain. He is a prag-
matic politician who has cleverly provided an anti-corruption cover to
his pursuit of power. His claims to good, corruption-free governance
collapsed the day he joined hands with Lalu Prasad in 2014. For years
he had built his political career fighting what he himself called Lalu's
“jungle raj” in Bihar. Now, by changing sides in the name of corrup-
tion, he has sacrificed secularism.

Being an opportunist is no disqualification in politics. But Nitish
has pushed himself further down from the high moral pedestal he
once occupied. From being a possible challenger to Narendra Modi in
2019, someone BJP opponents saw till the other day as a likely Prime
Minister of this vast democracy, Nitish Kumar has offered himself on
a platter to the Modi-Amit Shah duo for “use and throw”, as and when
necessary. He feels compelled to speak like a Modi Bhakt. The BJP
may need him until 2019, thereafter Nitish’s usefulness would stand
reduced. With a small social and political base in Bihar, Nitish Kumar
has pretty little to build on. His retention of the CM's gaddi in 2020
would depend on whether the BJP would need him then. 

His political allies have their own game plans. The larger commit-
ment of Modi and Amit Shah is to BJP expansion, whatever it takes,
and not to coalition dharma or Nitish’s political career. Modi won't
forgive Nitish for opposing his being declared a PM candidate in 2013.
So far Nitish may have outsmarted fellow travellers in politicking but
this time he is faced with a ruthless power-grabbing machine that he
cannot match or manage. He is, and will be, at the BJP’s mercy.

Mythili Bhusnurmath

A
LL eyes are on the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) Mone-
tary Policy Committee (MPC)
as it meets to review the

bank's monetary policy stance. Expecta-
tions are running high that the MPC will
finally relax its overly cautious stance
and cut interest rates on August 2.
Indeed, the discussion in most circles is
not on whether or not the bank will cut
its policy or repo rate (which is the rate at
which it infuses liquidity into the sys-
tem). Rather it is on the quantum of the
rate cut: will it settle for a 25 basis points
cut (a basis points is one-hundredth of a
percentage point) or will it take courage
in its hands, surprise markets and go in
for a 50 basis points cut?

Sure, it would be quite out of character
for the normally conservative RBI to go
in for an aggressive rate cut! More so
since it is now officially an inflation tar-
geter and a sharp reduction in interest
rates could send demand, and prices,
spiralling!  But the bank has come a long
way from the days when it seemed to be
fighting a losing battle against inflation!

Rewind to August 2013. Inflation was
hovering at close to double-digits, GDP
growth had slowed to 5.5% in 2012-13,
the rupee was falling rapidly following
the then US Federal Reserve Chairman,
Ben Bernanke's hint that the Fed might
end its easy monetary stance. Overseas
investors could not get out of the country
fast enough and as the rupee touched a
historic low of Rs 68.85 to the dollar on
August 28, 2013, the picture looked grim.

Fast forward to today. Far from depre-
ciating, the rupee has been going from
strength to strength. At Rs 64.33 to the
dollar on the last Friday of July 2017, it
is now over-valued in the RBI's own
reckoning (read ripe for a fall). Yet
overseas investors seem quite oblivi-
ous of the danger. In July 2017 alone,
we've seen an inflow of $2.4 billion in
portfolio flows, taking the total for the
year to date close to $25 billion.

So what has changed? On the face of
it, everything! On the political front, we
have a single-party majority govern-
ment firmly in the saddle at the Centre.
On the economic front, the country's
macroeconomic fundamentals are in
much better shape. The current account
deficit is less than one per cent, down
from 4.8% in August 2013; inflation is

down to 1.54%, well below, not only the
average of 10% consumer price inflation
between 2008 and 2013 but also below
the lower end of the inflation target of 2-
6% set by the government under the
New Monetary Policy Framework and
Related Inflation Targeting regime; the
fiscal deficit is at 3.5% (2016-17), down
from 5.8% in 2012-13 and stock market
indices have gone through the roof, with
the NSE's Nifty 50 crossing the 10,000
mark for the first time in history.

The only fly in the ointment is the

growth rate that stubbornly refuses to
pick up despite an improvement in oth-
er macro fundamentals. The country's
gross domestic product (GDP) grew just
6.1% in the period January-March 2017.
Worse, the ratio of gross fixed capital for-
mation to GDP, which is a measure of
investment and hence key to future
growth, has fallen rather than increased.

Against this background, the MPC has
the difficult task of weighing the pros
and cons of a rate cut, knowing full well
that it could well be a case of “damned if
it does and damned if it doesn't”! Take
the arguments for a rate cut.

One, at 6.25% the benchmark policy
rate or repo rate is the same as when

inflation was hovering at over 10%, as
against the latest reading of 1.54%.
This puts the real interest rate, loose-
ly defined as nominal interest rate
less inflation, at over 4%, which is not
only well above the RBI's own pre-
ferred real interest rate of 1.5-2%, but
also close to the highest real interest
rate in the world.

Two, despite the payout to govern-
ment employees under the Seventh
Pay Commission, demand has not
picked up significantly. Capacity util-

isation remains low and pricing pow-
er of manufacturers, weak.

Three, the rain gods have been kind
to us, so food prices, which have
always been not only volatile but also
have the potential to skew consumer
price inflation dramatically, are
unlikely to play a spoilsport.  

Four, global commodity prices, particu-
larly oil prices, also seem benign.

Five, private corporate investment
remains comatose. A reduction in inter-
est rates that makes investment avenues
more attractive could revive animal spir-
its and lead to a pickup in investment.  

There are arguments against a rate cut.
On the flip side we have the old familiar

fears. One, the US Federal Reserve,
whose actions have an enormous bear-
ing on global capital flows, is poised to
raise interest rates again before the end
of the year. It is also likely to begin con-
tracting the size of its bloated balance
sheet (read tighten monetary policy)
“relatively soon” in the words of its
Chairman, Janet Yellen. Both these
actions could lead to an outflow of dol-
lars from emerging market economies,
including India. At such a time, a reduc-
tion in interest rates could reduce the
attractiveness of our markets even fur-
ther. Remember, the bulk of the inflow in
recent months has come into debt mar-
kets, riding on higher interest rates here.    

Two, the full impact of the higher hous-
ing allowance paid out in terms of the
Pay Commission recommendations has
not played out as yet. So we could see a
surge in demand in the months ahead.

Three, though GST (goods and servic-
es tax) has not resulted in a sharp
increase in prices so far, it is still early
days yet. The reality is that the tax rate
on services is up close to 4% and this is
bound to increase prices of almost all
services across the board. (This may not
get reflected in the price index given the
relatively low weight of services in the
consumption basket used to compute
consumer price inflation).   

Four, stock markets look hugely
over-valued. Any reduction in interest
rates could send markets up further,
increasing the gap between markets
and the real economy.

Five, a rate cut is unlikely to incen-
tivise corporates to borrow when they
are already struggling under the
weight of loans taken earlier. Nor will
it incentivise banks to lend when they
are struggling under the weight of
non-performing assets.    

So, on paper, the MPC still has as
many reasons to cut as to maintain the
status quo on rates. It must, therefore,
make an informed judgement of the
balance of risks. And here the reality is
that while a rate cut alone is unlikely to
do much good (read, stimulate invest-
ment), it is far less likely to do any
harm (read, lead to breaching the infla-
tion band). In such a scenario, the bal-
ance of judgement must favour a rate
cut. By how much, we'll know today!   

— The writer is an economist and

former central banker

A cut in time!

R.S.Dalal

M
ASTER Bodh Raj was a much
feared but highly respected
teacher in the town. He was

widely known for his skills in teaching
English grammar and mathematics. My
elder brother who studied under him
was already showing sparks of brilliance
in maths and English writing.

So I was taken out of a private public
school, which had just about started
sprouting then, and admitted to  8th class
in 1964 under Master Bodh Raj's care
and strict control. I was shaken up by the
change in environment. Teachers in the
public school were kind and pleasant
and  there were just  twenty  students in
the class. Here, there were seventy of us
and many from poor and very poor fam-
ilies. My benchmate only had a vest and
a long underwear (kachha) to wear.

We were of many shades and tempera-
ments. One group was of intelligent
types that would occupy the front desks,
and promptly raise hands to every ques-
tion asked.   Another set was of those who
had no interest in studies and occupied
the back benches.  Some were timid and
average in studies and lived in constant
fear of master Bodh Raj, a domineering
personality — tall, stocky build, with big
hands and a thick resonating voice.

Master Bodh Raj firmly believed in
the adage "Spare the rod and spoil the
child". Corporal punishment came natu-
rally to him. The back-benchers were
his main target. One day he came to
school before time and filled the huge
blackboard with chalk-written “active-
passive’ and “direct-indirect” sen-
tences. We knew, at once, looking at the
blackboard that aaj shamat  aa   gayee.
Obsessed with showing 100% pass

result, he couldn't accept even a single
failure — a diehard perfectionist! 

The poor back-benchers had to bear
the brunt of his obsession. He entered
the class his hands having visible signs
of chalk dust. He pointed to a boy at the
back with his ruler and asked him to
convert the first sentence from active to
passive voice. And, as expected, he was
clueless. He was brought before him.
Then the spine chilling action started.
He gave a tight slap with his heavy hand
but our back-bencher friend ducked in a
flash, leaving him furious. (The back-
benchers had devised clever survival
tactics.) He pulled him closer and gave
him a harder one. Instantly his arms
were up and clasped the face in a protec-
tive shield like a professional boxer
dodging a heavy punch. Masterji was
red with anger and tried pulling his
arms down but again didn't succeed.

Some students giggled. He couldn’t
take it anymore. He took the ruler and
hit him hard and the ruler broke into
two. He called aloud his favourite stu-
dent and asked him to run and pluck a
mulberry stick from the tree at the main
gate. The green mulberry stick being
flexible worked like a whip. 

This was the most hated old full
grown tree at the main school gate
entry and everyday while coming in
and going out, we kicked it hard. Now
there was no escaping the lashes but
the fourteen-year-old took the beating
with fortitude and calmness, befitting a
biblical hero. We held tightly to our
benches with bated breath and fearful
eyes. Finally, when his anger subsided,
he said that since he loved us all, he
wanted us to learn and do well in the
exams. But I couldn't muster courage to
go to school for days together.

The balance of risks  favours reduction in interest rates

Thought for the Day

The way to turn our economy around is not by making rich people
poorer, it's by making poor people richer. —Marco Rubio
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letters to the editor

Caste in stone
This refers to the news item, “Make
2017 year of resolve: PM”  (July 31).
How can the clarion call  to expel com-
munalism and casteism by 2022  bear
fruit when our self-proclaimed politi-
cal leaders themselves indulge in vote-
bank tactics? Reservations in educa-
tional institutions and governmental
jobs still exist, with conspicuous cate-
gories being certified as Dalits, Back-
ward Castes and Other Backward
Castes, instead of allowing  them to
inter-mingle in society? How can we
dream of a casteless society when even
the President, Ram Kovind took along
the "Dalit"  tag to the highest position?
If he could not get freedom from this
tag, how could any ordinary Dalit citi-
zen? Unfortunately, both the prime
contestants of this year's presidential
election banked solely upon being Dal-
its, instead of meritorious qualities.
When our inclination are so dubious,
despite political proclamations to the
contrary, the caste system will defi-
nitely prevail in India for centuries.  

MPS CHADHA, MOHALI 

Conscience-keepers all

Saba Naqvi has penned a beautiful

satire “The philosical journey of a
Chief Minister” (July 30 ). Antaratma

ki awaaz (voice of the conscience) is
not a new phenomenon in our country.
Indira Gandhi used this cliche to
break free from the Syndicate,
opposed the party’s presidential nom-
inee and batted for VV Giri, an Inde-
pendent candidate. She exhorted the
members of the electoral college to
vote after listening to their inner con-
science. Her ploy succeeded. Every
one of us has a conscience but we lis-
ten to it as per our benefit. Political
leaders are nation builders and their
conscience is far bigger than that of
lesser mortals like us! Had the BJP
not assured support to Nitish Kumar,
his conscience may not have pricked
him hard enough to stage a resigna-
tion drama and the subsequent hur-
ried re-swearing in as the Chief Minis-
ter. On the eve of the Rajya Sabha
elections, suddenly the conscience of
six Congress MLAs pricked them so
hard that they resigned from the par-
ty and joined the BJP the next day.
Theirs was a super-fast conscience.
Amit Shah is on a conscience-awaken-
ing spree and all the beleaguered
political parties are behaving like
pigeons who find a burly cat set

amongst them at midnight. “Antarat-

ma ki awaaz” has a positive side. All
the corrupt Congressmen become
pious after getting baptised in the
BJP. The Ganga can wash the sins of
only average human beings, corrupt
politicians need to join the BJP to
become pure once again! 

ARUN HASTIR, VIA EMAIL

This beats everyone

Apropos the news item, “Modi unbeat-
able in ‘19 : Nitish” (August 1),  the
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
had to walk out of the Grand Alliance,
as he maintains, only because Lalu
Prasad Yadav and his son Tejaswi
failed to come clean about corruption
charges against them. This has
“pricked his conscience”. What has
driven him to assert the invincibility
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the 2019 General Election? Again,
would the alliance had survived, if
Tejaswi had resigned ? Nitish Kumar
seems to revel in the idea of being “a
man of the hour”, which has kept him
in the limelight so far. His hastily
formed alliance with the BJP, simulta-
neous with his resolve to lend his sup-
port to Gopal Krishna Gandhi, the

Opposition candidate in the vice-Pres-
idential election is remarkable. 

VIRENDRA GOSAIN, BATALA

In news for wrong reasons

Himachal Pradesh has been in news
for all the wrong reasons. First, it was
the people’s outcry against police in
support of a rape victim and now there
is news of communal tension flaring
up in Chamba. What is intriguing is
that Himachalis, by and large peace-
ful people, are not commonly associat-
ed with violence. The state is nearing
Assembly elections. Could it be that
the political bosses are all charged up
and plotting to polarise people before
the elections? Of late, whenever an
election is around the corner in a
state, news of beef murders, terrorism
stories and extremism props up. In
Punjab, during the elections there was
a hue and cry about the Khalistani
issue and the law-and-order problem.
After the elections, things have not
improved but the rhetoric has died
down. In Uttar Pradesh elections,
there was a terrorist encounter and
other such issues which become non-
issues immediately after the polls.
A similar situation is developing in

Himachal Pradesh. Political parties
have made it a habit to rouse peo-
ple's feelings over supposed issues
and instill fear in them or propel
them to take up cudgels for a sup-
posed cause during the election
period. All this is done to make
them forget about the real needs,
issues and the government’s per-
formance. Focus is on non-issues.
Sadly, people enjoy being made a
fool of by the leaders. The people of
the state should be careful and con-
tinue to protest over just issues and
right causes but they should not let
political leaders fool them. 

AMANVIR SINGH, TIWANA, PATIALA

Improving sex ratio

Apropos  of the story, “Gender  ratio:
Jhajjar  district  shows  signs  of
improvement”  (August 1),  the
increase  in  the  number  of  girl  chil-
dren  from  885  to  949  against  1,000
boys  in  the  last  six  months  is  a wel-
come change. The  situation  in
Haryana  was  a cause of concern.
Gladly,  the  Khattar  government  and
the  Health  Minister have  done  a
tremendous  job to  arrest and
improve the  declining  sex  ratio  even

in  the  most  patriarchal  districts  like
Bhiwani,  Sirsa, Jind,  Jhajjar,  and
Panipat.  Greedy  doctors,  have  been
booked  and  erring  ultrasound  cen-
tres  sealed.  Women  in  rural  areas
show   an attitudinal  change  vis-a-vis
the girl  child. Prime Minister Modi's
initiative  of  “Beti  Bachao,  Beti  Pad-

hao”  has  yielded  positive results
from  the sociological  perspective.

SYLVIA MALIK, JIND

Laws for cyber crimes

Pertaining to the rise in issues related
to crimes in the virtual world scenario,
be it ATM and banking frauds, online
games or dating sites,  countless peo-
ple are under a potential threat. Given
the circumstances, we need to step up
the action process and each govern-
ment or private firm should have
“anti-hack measures and security
enablement” installed in the systems
in use. There should be proper moni-
toring and the funds for this should be
approved by the government on prior-
ity, at the earliest. Cyber fraud is a
first-class threat. Only a “pan-India”
move and a “pan-country” resolve can
erase it fully. 

UJALA JOSHI, CHANDIGARH

While a rate cut alone is unlikely to do much good (read
stimulate investment), it is far less likely to do any harm (breach
the inflation band).
.

The mulberry stick

HOW MUCH?: The debate this time is on the quantum of rate cut the RBI chief will

announce on Wednesday.
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ACROSS

1 Thick, warm scarf (7)

4 Bet (5)

7 Something done (4)

8 Excessive eating (8)

10 Printed matter (10)

12 Frank (6)

13 Destitution (6)

15 Most populous US 

state (10)

18 Not genuine (8)

19 Yearn (4)

20 To stain (5)

21 Ardent enthusiast (7)

DOWN

1 Exemplary (5)

2 Passing quickly (8)

3 Tell (6)

4 Large juicy fruit (10)

5 Well-behaved (4)

6 Kingship (7)

9 As a rule (10)

11 Renegade (8)

12 Proverbially rich 

king (7)

14 Easily converted into 

cash (6)

16 Standpoint (5)

17 Cloudy (4)

YESTERDAY’S
SOLUTION

Across

1  Foot the bill, 9
Inhuman, 10 Acute,
11 Gory, 12 Locked
up, 14 Rooted, 16
Outrun, 18 Ratified,
19 Zany, 22 Nerve,
23 Avocado, 24 Toes
the line.

Down

2 Other, 3 Tame, 4
Hang on, 5
Blackout, 6
Launder, 7
Fingerprint, 8 Keep
an eye on, 13
Selfless, 15 Ontario,
17 Detach, 20
Again, 21 Foil.

Yesterday’s solution

quick crossword su  do  ku forecast

■ Vikrami Samvat 2074
■ Shaka Samvat 1939
■ Shravan Shaka 11
■ Shravan Parvishte 18
■ Hijari 1438
■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 10, 

up to 2.14 pm
■ Brahma Yog up to 4.09 pm
■ Anuradha Nakshatra up to 

3.16 pm
■ Moon in Scorpio sign.
■ Gandmool starts 3.16 pm

August 2, 2017, Wednesday

Lahore,Thursday, August 2, 1917

Criminal Work in the High Court.
A point of interest touched upon by Khan Bahadur Sarfaras Hus-

sain is about the administration of criminal justice. He said: "So

far as administration of justice is concerned I have reason to

believe that criminal justice as administered by our High Court,

and for obvious reasons the public are more concerned in it than

in civil, has failed to inspire the same confidence as did that of the

Calcutta High Court. The magistracy and police in the province

are no longer so watchful in conforming to strict rules of law as

they were when our Courts were under the jurisdiction of the Cal-

cutta High Court. There is an impression abroad that our High

Court is not disposed to exact from them the same strict standard

of discipline to the provisions of law as did the Calcutta High

Court. Civil justice is not so much a better of public concern as

criminal, and yet clamour has been persistent and cannot there-

fore be ignored that under the scheme devised by the Patna High

Court the cost of civil litigation has been unnecessarily increased

to an extent which amounts to almost a judicial scandal." 

Sir Dinshah Wacha on Passive Resistance.
A MESSAGE of the Associated Press of India, gives the substance of

an account of the interview which a representative of the Sanj Vart-

man had with Sir Dinshah E. Wacha in regard to an incident at the

recent joint Conference of the Congress and Muslim League Com-

mittees. Sir Dinshah is reported to have stated that he left the meet-

ing when passive resistance was introduced and did not like to be

troubled by questions on the point. Greatly as we deplore the incident

we are not disposed to attach much importance to it. Some difference

of opinion is inevitable in a huge national concern such as ours.

on this day... 100 years ago
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SN Tandon

Y
ASH PAL,scientist, educa-

tionalist, builder of institu-

tions, and a great leader

passed away on the morn-

ing of July 25. He was a popular pub-

lic figure and a lot has been written

about him. I will try to give a glimpse

of his person. My association with

him was of more than five decades —

first as his Ph D student and later as

a colleague and friend. 

When I saw Yash (as he was called

by his friends), first in the year 1963

in TIFR, his persona, with a pipe in

mouth, generated a sense of awe in

my semi-rural mind. However, when

I actually met him, I was put at ease

within minutes by his informal and

gentle style of conversation. Soon, I

started working with him and his

students, on problems relating to

transport, interactions, and composi-

tion of Cosmic Rays. The approach

was simple but new to me. A ques-

tion is raised, it is thought over by

individuals with rounds of group dis-

cussions to arrive at a plausible solu-

tion, before looking for solutions pro-

vided, if any, by others. This was an

effective method to encourage inde-

pendent thinking about any ques-

tion. He was the happiest when

exploring a new idea, making simple

and rough estimates to check the

implications and confirm that it

works. The detailed calculations

could follow these essential steps.

Perhaps, citing an example would

not be out of place here. 

During the 1960s, he was interested

in experimental investigation of pos-

sible presence of anti-matter in the

astronomical bodies by looking for

anti-nuclei (similar to nuclei of

atoms we are made of, but with an

electrical charge which is opposite or

negative) in Cosmic Rays. This

investigation called for measuring

the sense of bending of the particles

in a magnetic field by an instrument

flown in a balloon from Hyderabad.

The challenge in this experiment

was to measure bending of few tens

of micrometres over some tens of

centimetres. After a thorough dis-

cussion within the group, it was

realised that the experiment

required very thin and very flat glass

plates and a measuring machine

which could measure distances to a

few micrometres over twenty cen-

timetres — big demands which were

not readily available in those days.

Once configuration of the experi-

ment and the basic requirements

were understood, with great confi-

dence he announced the decision to

go ahead with the experiment and

that solutions for the details would

be found in due course. With his opti-

mism and guidance, a successful

experiment was conducted to place

upper limits on the fraction of anti-

nuclei, and hence fraction of anti-

matter in the astronomical bodies

producing Cosmic Rays.

In 1972, he took up the responsi-

bility for setting up the Space Appli-

cations Centre of ISRO at Ahmed-

abad. It was a big change from being

an established Professor at TIFR

working on fundamental research

to creating a large facility to exploit

space technology for national bene-

fit. SITE, the very first project at

this centre very dear to his heart,

was aimed at enabling mass educa-

tion in isolated villages. It required

setting up all the systems for trans-

mission to the satellite, and recep-

tion of weak signals from the satel-

lite in large number of villages. The

success of this project in a short

three-year period required all of

Yash's leadership qualities: tenacity,

optimism, an open mind and confi-

dence to solve any problem, guiding

and encouraging young persons to

take up difficult tasks, and interdis-

ciplinary vision. He developed a

strong group of young engineers

full of enthusiasm and confidence.

This tradition set by him continues

at the Space Applications Centre. It

continues to develop systems for

remote sensing and communica-

tion, which are state of the art or bet-

ter, for our country.

After leaving ISRO, he was the

Chief Consultant with the Planning

Commission in 1983, Secretary of

Department of Science and Technol-

ogy for three years, and Chairman of

the UGC during 1986 to 1991. During

his term at UGC he oversaw estab-

lishment of inter-university centres to

provide centralised facilities for

research to teachers in universities.

His vision of these centres was not

centralisation but optimal use of

expensive resources which could not

be made available to individual uni-

versities. In addition, Information

and Library Network (INFLIBNET)

was set up to provide ready access to

current literature to universities

through information technology. 

He was very concerned with the

state of education at all levels which

did not encourage the spirit of obser-

vation and enquiry. He deeply felt

that through its excessive burden, our

education did not allow time for free

thinking and took away the joy of

learning. He chaired several commit-

tees for improvements of primary-

secondary as well as higher educa-

tion. The reports from these commit-

tees always emphasised the need to

encourage the students to observe

and enquire about the nature and

their surroundings, and the need to

relate the material of the books to the

local surroundings and culture. 

While the reports by his commit-

tees made recommendations

about drastic changes to educa-

tional methods, the realist in him

sensed the difficulties in implant-

ing basic changes. 

His attitude toward learning by

observation and questioning was

probably best seen through the tele-

vision show "Turning Point". To him,

the questions asked of him were no

less than learning by the curiosity of

children. In the show, he discussed

the questions and explain the basic

concepts involved in answering

these. I remember a few occasions

when he discussed some of these

questions with me with great enthu-

siasm — questions relating to phe-

nomena which most of us see in

everyday life but do not observe —

such as how a simple taraju works or

what all happens when a container

with water is heated on a gas stove or

why one layer of a puri is thicker

than the other. 

For a man with so many achieve-

ments, he appeared surprisingly easy

going. With his humanism, egalitari-

anism, broad and tolerant outlook,

and generosity he was able to connect

easily with people of all ages from dif-

ferent backgrounds and occupations.

On several occasions, we were fortu-

nate to host Yash and Nirmal (his

wife) at our home. In informal conver-

sations during these visits, Nirmal

did not hesitate to make fun of him,

which he always accepted with a

smile or laughter. Yash is gone but his

values and wisdom will guide us. 

The writer, Emeritus Professor at the

Inter University Centre for Astrono-

my and Astrophysics, Pune, did his

PhD in Physics under the guidance

of  Yash Pal at TIFR, Mumbai

Yash Pal, the
eminent
scientist and
educationist
served as a role
model to be
emulated. He
was against the
barriers
between
science and
technology or
between natural
sciences and
social sciences
For him, a full
education
should involve
exposure to all
the areas of
human interest. 

Satish Kumar Dogra

M
ANY years ago, when I was the

Superintendent of Police in a dis-

trict and was handling a case of

domestic violence against a woman, a legal

hurdle arose and I tried to explain to the

young victim how both men and women

were equal before the laws.

Something that had been building up

within her now exploded and she said, "Sir,

what are you talking? Where is the equali-

ty? Do you know that when a girl crosses 20

and the parents are not able to get a match

for her, this becomes a source of social

calumny for them? Do you know that a

stage comes when an unmarried daughter

becomes such a burden on their mind that

they would be ready to marry her to a tree,

if only the society accepted it as marriage?”

This was more than two decades ago and

things have improved since then in some

layers of the society. But has the “Equation

of Marriage” changed? An equation is a

mathematical way of expressing a relation-

ship between entities. When we say that,

assessed by a certain set of criteria, 

Mango = Apple, it means that, for that set

of criteria, a mango is exactly the same as

an apple. In case the two are not equal,

variables can be added to make the two

equal. The equation then would change to 

Mango = Apple + x + y + z + a

The “Marriage Equation” in India usual-

ly requires a number of variables on the

side of the girl to make her equal to the boy.

The equation Boy = Girl is rare.

The more common equation is  Boy =

Girl +Relocation of the girl to the boy's

house + Dowry + the girl giving up her job

+the girl accepting to serve the members

of the boy's family.

In algebra, apart from the concept of

equation, there is also the concept of the

Unequal Equation. This is expressed by

using the “greater than” sign. Thus, in our

society, usually Boy > Girl. In a large num-

ber of families, the Equation of Inequality

is  Boy > Girl + a + b + c + …..  The impli-

cation is: whatever is added to the right

hand side of the equation, it will always

remain less than the left hand side. This

mathematical representation is enshrined

in the concepts of ladke waley and ladki-

waley, where the latter can never claim

equality with the former. 

The inequality does not lie in the laws, but

in the practices of the society. It is a society

where a woman has to generally depend

upon her husband for her survival. He is the

bread-earner and the protector. In most cas-

es, it is put as a condition for marriage that

the girl will have to give up her job. Where

such a condition is not laid, the girl has to

sooner or later give it up in order to look after

her family. A Dowry Prohibition Act was

enacted in 1961 as “An Act to prohibit the giv-

ing or taking of dowry.” The rules framed

under Section 9 of the Act, however, permit

the receiving of gifts by the bride as well as

the bridegroom. The rules also provide that

separate lists should be prepared for the gifts

received by the bridegroom as well as the

bride and signed by both.

The law per se is good, but the provi-

sion for receiving gifts paves the way

for demanding and receiving of dowry.

The rule about signing of lists is rarely

followed. At the time of marriage,

insisting upon the preparation of lists

would cast a shadow of doubt whether

the marriage will succeed. And once the

marriage begins to break, the rule about

the lists goes in favour of the groom's

side as the dowry items cannot be

claimed in the absence of a signed list.

The expenses for the marriage cere-

monies finds no mention anywhere. 

Ours is a country of millions of house-

holds, and drawing conclusions from

our limited experience is sure to give a

distorted view of the reality.

Those settled abroad are the most privi-

leged in playing with the lives of young

girls. It is often difficult for the parents of

the girls to verify the details about such

young men. At times, it turns out that the

boy was already married. In one case I know

of, the boy had undergone hip-replacement.

This fact was concealed from the girl and

her parents. A court marriage was conduct-

ed in a hurry on the ground that the boy

would not be able to stay for long. The par-

ents of a girl in such a situation do not want

to lose a good match and fall prey. Once

abroad as a couple, many of these NRIs

keep the passport of the girl in their custody

and do not allow her to come back. 

In the absence of clear and easy proce-

dures for securing the presence of NRIs

during legal proceedings in India, girls

have to wait for justice in case of crimi-

nal cases, and their resettlement in

another marriage gets delayed in case

of divorce proceedings. And if the other

members of the family also escape to a

foreign country, the poor victim girl

cannot but rue her fate. 

The fear of arrest is often used by conscien-

tious police officers to put pressure on the in-

laws of the girl to help her get back her jew-

ellery and other items of dowry. There is no

doubt that the provisions of dowry-related

laws are misused by some people to harass

the boy and her relatives. The corrective

measure would be to find ways and means of

reducing such misuse rather than doing

something that might put a halt to the bene-

fits the hapless women of the society were

drawing from these legal provisions. 

Equal laws applied to an unequal equa-

tion may satisfy the requirements of law

but not of justice. The entire issue needs to

be examined in detail, if the girl, who lives

in fear of molestation before marriage, is

not to live in fear of torment after it. 

The writer is a retired Director-General

of Police, Tamil Nadu.

Unequal equation 
In cases pertaining to women, those dispensing justice need
to be closely in touch with the realities of our society. More
particularly, they need to guard against the temptation of
being carried away by the specifics of a case in front of them.

FROM VOWS TO WOES: Expenses incurred

by the bride’s family are rarely taken into

account. After a break-up, the odds are often

stacked against the ladki waley.  AFP

Scientist, leader &
institution-builder 

EASY-GOING ACADEMICIAN: Prof  Yash Pal interacting with the media at Panjab

University during a visit to Chandigarh. TRIBUNE PHOTO: PRADEEP TIWARI

Learning should be a joy, not a burden

The report on “Learning Without Burden”, by Yash Pal in its recommendations
states:  There is a deeper malaise in our society, which impacts our young chil-
dren. If we continue to value a few elite qualifications far more than real com-
petence for doing useful things in life, and if the economic distance, between
those who can manage to cross some academic hurdles and those who can't,
continues to widen, we will probably continue to spend our effort in designing
hurdles instead of opportunities for children to learn with joy.

The corrective measure would be to
find ways and means of reducing
such misuse of laws rather than
doing something that might put a
halt to the benefits the hapless
women of the society were drawing
from these legal provisions. 
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